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PREFATORY NOTE. 

The theme which Apuleius has immortalized in the story of 
Cupid and Psyche has assumed numerous shapes in its wanderings 
through the world. In some tales the parts of the lovers are 
reversed, and on this variation of the theme is built one of the most 
beautiful romances of the Middle Ages, the poem of “Partenopeus 
de Blois,” written in France probably at the end of the twelfth 
century. 

Partenopeus de Blois, in English Partonope of Blois, nephew of 
the king of France, is lost while hunting in the Ardennes. He 
embarks in an enchanted ship and arrives at a palace, the inhabitants 
of which are invisible. Here he is visited at night by Melior, queen 
of Byzantium. She promises to marry him when some years have 
passed, but stipulates that he must not try to see her in the mean- 
time. On a visit to France Partonope is tempted by his mother, 
and receives from her a magical lantern which breaks the spell. 
Banished and forlorn, Partonope resolves to die, but is saved by the 
queen’s sister, Urake. After a three days’ tournament Partonope is 
again united to his lady. 

All the French MSS. actually known begin with the mention of 
Partonope’s royal descent and the description of his person. The 
scene is laid in France. We do not hear about Melior till she makes 
herself known to Partonope. To this version belong the longer 
English text, a German translation by Konrad von Wurzburg, a 
Dutch translation, and a very free Italian adaptation. 

In another version, which exists only in foreign translations, 
Melior is first introduced. She sends messengers round the world to 
find a husband, and goes to France to ascertain whether they have 
given a true report of Partonope’s beauty. Then the hunting scene 
takes place. This version was equally translated into English, but 
all that has been preserved is a short fragment of 308 lines. The 
text is complete, though considerably altered, in a Danish, an 
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Prefatory Note. 

Icelandic, and a Spanish-Catalan translation. In Catalonia the story 
was printed as a chap-book as late as 1844. 

The question of the original form of the romance will be discussed 
in the general Introduction. Here I shall say only a few words 
about the relation of the longer English version to the French MSS. 
The Arsenal MS., which forms the basis of Crapelet’s edition, ends 
with a combat between Partonope and the Sultan of Persia. The 
Sultan is slain, and three marriages take place: Partonope marries 
Melior, the young king of France marries Urake, and Gaudin, 
Partonope’s faithful companion, receives Perse vis, Urake’s maid of 
honour. This is a very happy and appropriate termination to the 
story. The vivid style and the picturesque descriptions make this 
ending one of the most striking passages in old French literature. It 
is not, however, due to the original author of the version, but to 
a Picard poet apparently contemporaneous. The other French MSS. 
and the foreign translations of the same group have no single combat. 
Melior is adjudged to Partonope, and the Sultan is obliged to leave, 
brooding on vengeance. The English version closes with the celebra¬ 
tion of this single marriage, while the other texts continue the story, 
more or less, relating the adventures of Anselot (see 11. 7069 ff.) and 
the return of the Sultan. 

The longer English version is known to exist in the following 

MSS.— 

MS. Univ. Coll. Oxford, C. 188, written about the middle of 
the 15th century, 7096 lines, printed by the Rev. W. E. Buckley 
in his edition of the poem for the Roxburghe Chib, London, 1862. 

MS. Rawl. Poet. 14, Bodleian Library, Oxford, which is a little 
later and slightly longer. Some portions were printed (with numerous 
errors) by Buckley in an appendix to fill up the gaps of the Univ. 
Coll. MS. 

MS. Eng. Poet. C. 3, ff. 6-7, in the Bodleian Library, formerly 
belonging to New College, Oxford, written in a 15th century hand, 
158 lines. It was printed by Buckley, who probably saw the MS. in 
a better shape than it is at present. It has been missing for many 
years, but was discovered again by Dr. Carleton Brown. I am 
indebted to Dr. William W. Lawrence for a collation of the text. 

A MS. of the 15th century belonging to Viscount Clifden (Lord 
Robartes’s MS.), printed by R. Wiilcker in Anglia XII, pp. 607-620, 
about 200 lines. 
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Prefatory Note. vii 

Add. MS. 35,288, British Museum, late 15th century, in three 

different hands, somewhat more than 12,000 lines. 

# 

The merits and the defects of the three principal MSS. may be 
summarized thus— 

The Univ. Coll. MS. is the oldest. Sometimes, especially in the 
rimes, it has better forms than the other MSS., but very often the 
spelling is defective. The MS. is imperfect at the beginning and 
end, and has numerous lacunae in the middle. Many passages have 
been abbreviated or otherwise altered- 

The Rawl. MS. is closely allied to the preceding one. Though 
only slightly later, its languag . bears a more advanced stamp. Its 
readings are, as a rule, far behind those of the two other MSS. 

With the usual reserve in paleographic matters, it may be said 
that the Brit. Mus. MS. is some thirty or forty years later than the 
Univ. Coll. MS. The portion 11. 2181-4058 was written by an 
ignorant scribe who could not spell properly, and who introduced 
many southern particularities of his own. The scribe who wrote 
11. 1-2180, and 11. 4059-6530, was better fitted for his task; and the 
third, who wrote the rest, about one half of the poem, is scarcely 
inferior to the Univ. Coll. hand. Like the latter, he writes in a 
somewhat too northern dialect. The MS. is practically complete, and 
in spite of the errors of the first two scribes, it has, on the whole, 
better readings than any other MS. Sometimes it seems to have 
been amplified by the first hands (or their predecessors), but it 
frequently happens that in the midst of their apparent amplifica¬ 
tions we recognize genuine traits, which prove that the corresponding 
passages in the Oxford MSS. must have been curtailed. 

When, at the request of the late Dr. Fumivall, I undertook the 
task of editing the poem for the E.E.T.S., I was at first inclined to 
adopt the oldest MS. as the basis of my text as far as this MS. 
went, and to print the rest from the Brit. Mus. MS., giving only text 
variants in the footnotes. The many missing passages and bad 
readings of the Univ. Coll. MS. had also to be supplied from the 
latter MS. This would, of course, necessitate some embarrassing 
jugglery in placing the lines, and Dr. Fumivall preferred to print the 
MSS. in full, laying the whole material before the reader. The 
question of precedence thus largely became a typographical one. But 
as the Brit. Mus. MS., from its very position, is the leader, I have 
corrected the most obvious errors and blunders of this MS., reserving 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



vm 


Prefatory Note. 


the discussion of discrepancies to the Notes of the second volume. 
Correcting on a large scale might at best mean correcting the author 
himself. It would be futile to attempt to normalize the spelling. 
There could be no question of improving the other MSS., but I have 
supplied small words within brackets in the Univ. Coll. MS. when 
it could be conveniently done. 

The shorter English version is extant only as a fragment of 308 
lines in a MS. at Yale Royal, and was edited by R. C. N. (*. e. R. C. 
Nichols) for the Roxburghe Club, London, 1873. The MS. is stated 
by the editor to have been written about 1450. After relating 
Partonope’s arrival in the enchanted city and his meeting with 
Melior, the text, without any break, proceeds to the morning of the 
third day of the tournament, 1. 277 corresponding to 1. 10811 of the 
other version. 

As all attempts at seeing the MS. have proved unsuccessful, it 
has been reprinted from the Roxburghe Club edition. The facsimile 
of one page included in the volume permitted of a few corrections in 
the text. 

A second volume will, it is hoped, contain a literary and 
grammatical Introduction, Notes, and a Glossary of proper names 
and rare words. 


Christiania , September 1912. 


A. Trami*k Bodtker. 
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Dartcnope of |5Iois. 

[Add'd. MS. 35,288, British Museum.'] 

HOo so luste olde stories to rede, [leafs] 

He shalle ffynde, wytA-owten) Drede, 

Meruellys and wonders mony and ffele 

Off myrthe, ioye, dyssese, and wele. 4 

For i»e had bokes bcn> wryten in prose, 

And eke in ryme, Of them pat be-fore vs were, 

We shulde haue lytelle luste to lere 

Or know of thynge that was be-fore 8 

Wroghte or dofl, or Gode was bore. 

Thcr-fore be wrytinge of olde storyes 
Ys now broghte to owre memories 

The olde law and eke the newe; 12 

And ellys myghte we alle rewe 
Vppofl owre-selfe, whylle we ben) here. 

For be wrytinge we moste lere 

How we moste gouerned bo 16 

To worshyppe Gode in trinite. 

And ther-fore Stories for to rede 
Wollo I cowselle, wytA-owten drede, 

Bothe olde and yonge Jmt letteryd be. 20 

To the lewed also, parde, 

Is goode su77i-tyme for to here. 

For by herynge he * may lere 

Thynge pat fryste he ne knewe; 24 

And to 80 che folke olde )>ynge ys new, 

Whanne hyt ys in gestes songe, 

Or els in prose tolde wytfi tonge. 

Heading Partonape added by a later hand. 

10. or (1) crossed out after of. 23. he] MS. ye. 

PARTONOPE. 


It it utefUl 
to read old 
stories. 
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British Museum MS. 


8t Pul iaya 
that book* 
teach ns to 
discern good 
from evil. 


The wise 

man derives 
profit from 
everything, 


even from a 
fool's tales. 


Seynte Paule, )>at ya cheffe doctor* 28 

Off holy scrypture and pryncipalle auctor*, 

Talkynge a-monge )>e clerge, 

Thes beii hya wordea playnlye. 

That alle pat euer y8 y-wrytte 32 

In boke we owe welle to wytte, 

That alle to va jb goode doctryne. 

For thorowghe scrypture men) deuyne 

To parte the goode fromme the Ille; 36 

Thy8 preueth he wyth many a 8kylle. 

For be the Sentenae neuer 80 lewyd, 

Yet )>er-in moate nedes be sbewyd 

Good and euelle bothe in ffere. 40 

For be Scrypture a man) may lere 

To do the goode, and the eueH Eachewe; 

And yeff aH acrypture were hyd in mewe, 

Men) ahulde haue fuH.ly telle knowynge 44 

Off goode and eueH the trew departynge. lie»r 2 , Uckj 
The foie of byrth can no wytte ffynde 
But that he hath by taate of kynde. 

Off alle pit vnder heuen* ya 48 

The wyse taketh wysdam I-Avya. 

Eke euery man) may at the eye See 
The fly wyche y8 callud the bee, 

Hya hony he draweth be hy8 kynde 52 

Off byttei* erbe8, aud the wyae can ffynde 
In foly8 talea 8um-tyme wysdame. 

Ther-fore fulle ofte the wyae manne 

Wolle here the foie and eke the wy8e, 56 

Where-thorowe he can) pe better deuyae 

To drawe wysdam) owte of ffoly, . 

Where-fore y Sey yow sykerly : 

In thys boke ahalle ye fynde wrytte 60 

Both goode and euelle. I do yow to wytte : 

The goode takoth, the euelle leve, 

For aH goode moate welle preve. 

In thys boke ye may lere, 64 

And ye lyste hyt rede and here, 


48. henen] MS. he neuer. 

64. MS. th (with t blotted) between In and thys. 
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Howe God hath departed on) thre 
Thy a worlde in wyche we aH be. 

That on) quarter named ys 
Euroupe, and the secunde I-wys 
Aufryke ya cleped, as bokes trete, 

And the thryde Asye the grete. 

IN' Asye stante J>e Cyte of Troye 
Fulfylled of ryches and alle Ioye, 

Wher-of kynge Pryamus was lorde and syre. 

Alle Asye nyghe was hys Empere. 

Thy8 worthy kynge gate on) hys wyffe 
Fyve sonys, wyche he in hys lyffe 
Seyghe pe worthyeste on) lyve. 

The names of thes worthy fyve 
Arn) thes : Ector and fayre Parys, 

Troylus, Elenus, Markomyrys.* 

Ector was hardy and per-to fuH lyghte, 

OfE ati pe worthyeste knyghte; 

Grette and stronge and fayre was he, 

Curtesse to pe pepulle and per -to free. 

On the grekes he made grette a-sayes, 

So worthy was none after hys dayes. 

The kynge of Troy in hys age [leaf sj 

Pryded hym grettely of the Jynage 
Off hys worthy sonys fyve. 

Hym thojte, whylle they were on) lyue, 

Hym durste not drede aH the worlde. 

He wax ryghte ferse in dede and worde; 

Hys pepuH he hated, he was so felle. 

They hym hated a-geyne as welle. 

In care, in pouerte, and in woo 
He hem helde, that they soo 
Wery were of hys tyrannye, 

They had euer gret espy, 

Yeff any pepuH hym werrye, 

Wyth hym they thojte to lyfe and dye, 

So fully that when }>e grekes were 
Come to Troye, alle here ffere 



God divided 
the world 
into three 
pert*. 


7 O Priem «u 
king of Troy. 


76 He had live 
noun. 


80 


Hector 
wy a 

gallant 

knight 

84 




Priam was a 
cruel tyrant. 




81. MS. Mojkaxnyrys. 
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He 1*4 
mad* • man 

of low birth 
Chief Justice 
of the king¬ 
dom. 


Anchisea 
was the 

man's name. 

He caused 
the destruc- 
t on of Troy. 


Troy was a 

magnificent 

town, 


when Paris 
carried ofT 
Helen. 


They had of there souereyne lorde, 104 

Was goo, and they be [on] a-corde 
To the grekes come wytA-outen ffayle 
A-geyne here kynge to holde batayle. 

For he had of a knave certayne 108 

Vn-know, and ouer* alle hys reygne, 

Chyffe Iustyce made; and he wex aH a fende. 

He toke non) hede but of hys ffrendc, 

They shulde haue alle maner offyce. 112 

By the Ientylnes set he no pryce, 

But eu er helde hem lowe and mate. 

That made the pepulle )>e kynge to bate. 

Hys name was cleped Anchyses. 116 

And hys cause hyt was, wytA-owten les, 

That Troye, the cyte ryclie and ryalle, 

Was for euer destroyed; for towre and walle 
To erthe was throw, and aH was brente. 120 

Thoroghe thys traytoure )>na was shente 
Thys worthy Cyte, J>ys nobeH towne. 

Wyth grekes thus was vp so downe 

Throw and destroyed for euer-moo 124 

Thys Cyte and pepulle also. 

THys Cyte was of hye noblesse, 

Fulle of worshyppe and gret ryches. 

Of knyghthode eke hyt bare )>e pryse 128 

Off aH the worlde; and of delyse 
Hyt had grette plente, py s ys no naye, 

Tylle hyt be-felle vppofi a day 

The kyugus Sone, }>e noble Parys, 132 

Reueshyd on) Elyne, )>at bare the prys 
Thoroughe the worlde of hye beaute. [leafs, b»okj 
Yette for aH thys, J»ys noble Cyte 

Myghte neuer haue be destroyed thus, 136 

Ne had be that kynge Pryanrn* 

Set hym in couetyse so grettely of goode. 

That made hys pepuH for wrathe so wodde 

That they hym hated a-bofe alle thynge. 140 

That was destruccion) of the kynge 

134. Thoroughe] ug illegible. 
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And of the Cyte ; for Elynes hosbande 
Durate neuer haue take on) honde 
To 8ette a-pon) the worthy Cyte; 

And yette a noble kynge was he. 

Menelaus was thys kyngus name. 

He suffered raekely alle thys shame. 

Thogfce he were worthy, yt to playne 
Durete he noghte, alle-thowe Eleyne 
Were hys wyffe; he dred So 
The Troyens; for what hym luste to do, 

Thys spared they noghte, J>ys ys no lyo; 

They were so stronge of cheualrye. 

Tylle )>at a knyghte, )>e wyche hyte Nestor*,* 
Wyche for age was whyte and hore, 

That loued Menelaus as hys lyffe, 

He grucched sore that hys wyffe 

Was take a-way thus vryth stronge honde. 

Thy8 Nestor eke helde hys londe 
Off Menelaus, and he hys lege lorde 
Was: where-fore in no wyse a-corde 
He wolde but hyt a-venged were, 

For he was a worthy man) of werre. 

An .c. yeres he had and moo 
Of age, and eke he was ther-to 
A goode clerke ; of fayre Eloquens 
He had y-noghe, for be experyens 
Throwe Greke hyt was weH knowe. 

Mony grette wysdomys had he Sowe* 

Throwoute the londe in euery contre ; 

Ther-fore chyffe of conselle was he 
Wytft euery lorde and eu«-y kynge. 

Grettely to herte he toke thys thynge 

That was so shamefully do 

A-yens hys souereyne lorde, and tho 

He bo-tho^te hym in what wyse 

Hys wyttes cowde he beste deuyse 

To a-venge hys lordes Shame. [lear 4 ] 

For porowe )>e worlde J>ys fowle ffame* 

154. MS. No*tor*. 169. MS. Sawe. 

179. MS. ffama. 


Menelaus 
did not dare 
to sook ven- 
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But Not tor 
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HU wisdom 
wii known 
throughout 
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H« called 
the Greeks 
together, 


and encour¬ 
aged Priam’s 
subjects to 
rebel against 
their king. 


Hector 
assembled 
the peoples 

Orient. 


Was so dryffe and forth J-blowe; 

Thorowe alle londys hyt was knowe. 

Then) thys wyse Nestor sente 
To any man) that seruice or rente 
Oughte Menelaus her kynge, 

They shulde excuse hem for no-thynge 
To a-venge the shame of here lorde. 

Thus alle hys mefl be ofi a-corde 
A-greyfi welle hym seruyse to do. 

And he off wysdome eke ther-to 
Sente vn-to Pryamus londe 
To wytA-holde in-to hys honde 
Alle tho that rebelyfi wylly were 
For to Susteyne the grette werre 
That Menelaus oughte to Troy make. 

To thys a-corde Nestor lia)>e take 
Inde, Capadoyne, Perce and Mede; 

And alle Crurenye thys werre spede; 
Lybens haddefi eke grette Ioye 
To ryse a-pofi here kynge of Troye. 

Thus they assentyd be one a-corde 
To werre a-pofi here souerayne lorde. 

Ector had a-spyed alle thys; 

Hem to wyth-stonde hys porpose ys. 

He Sende a-nofi to alle the oryente 
For pepulle, and to hys commawndemente 
Alle were redy to Obey. 

They seyde wyt h oo voyse they wolde dye 
And lyffe wyt/i Ector, the worthy knyghte, 
And helpe hym wyth alle here myghte 
A-geynes the grekes, )>at were so stronge. 
And so they dyd eres full longe, 

And mony a yere, and euer so myglite, 

Ne had Anchises, )>e fals knyghte, 

Soldo hyt to Grekes for couetyse. 

Thus he be-trussed hyt at hys deuyse. 

The troyans kepte hyt ix yere 
Mannely, awl after ferther nere. 


181. MS. th between Thorowe and alle. 
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In the x yere Ector was slayne, 

Where-of pe grekes were glad and fayne, 

And the troyans were as sory, 220 

For in here werres he futt knyghtly 
A-geyne the grekes hem dud defende, 

For rnony a grette showre he hem sende. 

Tho Priamus thys Anchyses [leaf 4, buck] 224 

Chyffe to hym of conselle hym ches,* 

No man) wyste of whens he was bore, 

Ne of hys kyn ; but of tresoure 

He cowde welle geder to ryche pe kynge. 228 

He hym loued a-boue alle thynge, 

Off alle hys londe hym chef* Iustice 
He made, and as he wolde deuyse 
He aggreed, and helde hym ther-to. 

Thys fals traytoure demenyd hym so 
He made the kynge the lordes hate. 

Euer he sette grette debate 
Be-twyfl the lordes and the kynge, 

For mony a grette and stronge lesynge 
He made vppofi hem euer-moo. 

The kynge louyd golde and seluer soo, 

He fulle falsly in kowde hyt brynge. 

Ho and couetyse destroyed the kynge. 

Thys Anchyses, thys fals traytoure, 

Vppon) pe master-yate he had a towre 
Off Troye, thys noble and worthy Cyte, 

"Where, on a nyghte, pryuely he 
Hadde yn the grekes be hys assento, 

And accorded wytA hem pat destroyed and brente 
Shulde Troye, thys worthy Cytc, bee, 248 

On) thys condicione that he 
Shulde robbe and pylle eche neyghbore 
Off hys, for he knew aH there tresowre, 

Where hyt was, and they grauntted weH 252 

Alle that he axed, euery delle. 

Nowe preuely enteryd thes grekes be 


232 


236 


240 


244 


Troy with- 
stood the 
Greeks for 
nine jeers. 
In the tenth 
Hector vu 
killed. 


Anchisea, 


who had 
always 
toltared 
falsely, 


betrayed 
the Trojans. 
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The Greeks 
entered the 



Priam was 
slain. 


Elenas, 

however, 

escaped. 

Marcomiris 
was saved 

on board 
a ship of 
Anchises’ 
by bis foster- 
father. 

Anchises 
and Eneas 
fled in 

another ship. 


They arrive 
in Roraeny. 


Marcomiris 
grows up. 


In-to Troye, thys worthy Cyte. 

Fry ate they robbed and after brente, 256 

They no-thynge spared of mankynde. 

In-to pe towre, wych was pe dongeon), 

The kynge flede, and hys sones echeone. 

There was slayne kynge Pryamns 260 

And alle hys sonnes, saue Elenus, 

Wyche in-to a botte dyd preuely skape, 

And yede where hym was Shape 

Shame; and a-nother chylde toke 264 

A man), hys name telleth not [tjhys boke, 

And broghte hym preuely, wytA-owte les, 

In-to a shyppe of Anchyses. 

When Anchyses had done thys tresone, 268 

To shyppe he wente wyth grette ffoysone 

Off golde and seluer . Wyth hym was [leaf 5) 

Gone in-to the shyppe was noble Eneas. 

Off hys kyn no-pyng was he, 272 

For worthy and curtes in euery degre 
Eneas was, as seytfte the booke. 

Anchises aH a-nother way toke, 

For he was fulfylled of couetyBe, 276 

Prowde and envious in alle wyse. 

Yette Eneas was wyth Anchises, 

In wele and woo, in prate of dyssece, 

He toke wyt/i on sonde and see, 280 

Tylle atte the laste aryued they be 
In-to the londe of Romenye,* 

Where-of they conqueryd the Senerye. 

Whan) Markomyris, pys yonge kynge, 284 

Wyche was sone to Priamus pe kyng«, 

Was scaped frome Troye wytA Anchyses 
Fulle yonge and tender amonge )>e pres, 

Thorowe helpe of ofl wyche was hys norry, 288 

Yn-wyste of Anchyses fulle priuely, 

Whan he was xv yere of age, 

He woxe semely, stronge, and had corage 

To do alle thynge ; and pe pepulle Sykerly 292 

279. prate] t emend prece. 
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Whende he had ben) sone to hys norry. 

Yette he wyste welle hyt was not so, 

Butte yette hys Norry made hym so. 

Yette ofte wolde he say : “That ffelowne ! 296 

I shaUe sle hym that dyd yy s tresone 
To my fader and to my lynage.” 

And euer the more he waxeth in age, 

To alle the pepuH, as they deuyse, 300 

He lykned mocheH Ector and Parys 
Off stature, of vysage, and off bonne. 

The pepulle ther-fore ofte gonne 

To hys Norry for to enquere 304 

Yeff thys chylde hys sone were j 
And euer he sayde sykerly ye. 

Where-fore thys man) tho;te Jjat he 

Myghte notte welle a-byde there. 308 

He thojte he wolde goo yelse-where. 

And pryuely, when he had spase, 

He putte hym alle in Goddys grace. 

And pryuely be nyghte stale a-wave 312 

And in-to Fraunce toke hys woye. 

Nowe in-to Fraunce comyn) be 
Bothe Markomyrys And he. 

Fraunce was named tho ylke dayes [i«*f5,b*ck] 316 

Galles, as myne auctor seyes. 

Ther-In was neyther Cyte, costeH, ne bcrowe. 

A man) myghte ryghte welle haue ryde )>orowe, 

In euery parte bothe of brede and lenghe, 320 

He 8hulde neyther haue fownde no strenghe. 

The pepuH were dysperplede here and there, 

They were no-thynge a-rayed for werre. 

Ther-In herbourghede mony a wylde beste. 324 

Alle the londe wa3 tho ny honde fforeste. 

Ther-In was neyther Erie, duke, ne kynge; 

Eche man) was lorde of hys owne thynge. 

Tylle hyt happened Jmt, at the entre* 328 

Off the londe, Markomirys Norrye 
Dyed, and J»er-wyth as ffaste 


Hit fotter- 
father, 
thinking it 
was not safe 
to stay 
there, 


takes him 
to Prance. 


France was 
then in a 
wild state. 


The foster- 
father dies. 


After 312 a line crossed out: Now in-to Fraunse comyn) be thay. 
327. oh crossed out before of. 328. MS. entrynge. 
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M&reomlrl* 
spt&ks of 
hit descent. 


He warns 
the people 



tod advise* 
them 


He brente hys bonus in grette haste, 

That [was] the vsage of that contre. 332 

In-to seruyse tho droghe he. 

Thys yonge mafl, thys ylke Markomirys, 

He was manly, semely, and ryghte wyse; 

For hys seruyse hym ryghte goode wage. 336 

He seruyed nonne but of lynage 

Where the grettes ofE alle J>at ylke londe. 

Curteyse and lowly hys lorde hyni euer fonde. 

On a Day when he luste for to talke 340 

Wyth hys lorde, as he allone dyd walke, 

He tolde of Troye alle tho case, 

Of the desstruccione, and eke how )»at he was 

The kyngus sone of Troye Pryame, 344 

And preuely in-to a shyppe he came* 

Olf Anchyses, vnwyste of any wyghte. 

Hys master tho wyth hys* herte and myghte 

Was glade and IoyfuH, and made hym grette chere, 348 

And made hym telle, J>at nlle men myghte here, 

The processe a-gayne, and alle the case, 

And how kynge Pryame sone he was. 

They herde hys tale alle goodely, 352 

They helde hym trew, wyse, and eke redy. 

And then* he tolde hem forthe of Eneas, 

Wyche a man) of Armes that he was, 

And wyche materyes he dyd in Ytalye, 356 

Howe he conquered by and bye. 

“ He dothe thurghe-owte what hym luste,” sayde he, 

“ Rydethe and brenneth und raunsomethe eche cuntre. 
Thys ys the cause for they haue no streughe 360 

In alle the cuntre, neyther in brede ne lenghe. 

He maketh the pepulle thralle and bownde ycheone. [if. o] 
Hyt ys fulle lyke he shalle yow yeke so donne, 

Butte yefEe ye ordeyne a-gayne hym other strenghe, 364 
He shalle yowe ouer-ryde in brede and lenghe.” 

Ho hem conselleth they shalle strenghes make, 

And then he durste well? vnder-take, 


332. contre or cnntre, apparently corrected from com t re. 
345. he came] MS. come he. 347. hys] MS. hym. 
351. then] MS. them. 
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And they wolle to-geder hem in habyte, 368 

They shulde fynde ther-in grette [de]lyte, 

And walle here Cytees and boro vs rownde a-bowte, 

Then myghte they slepe sykerly, and haue no dowte 
Off no Enemyes, whens so eu er they were. 372 

In thys wyse he can) hem faste lere. 

They lyked welle hys conselle and hys rede. 

Cytees and castelles they made in grette spede, 

Welle I-walled in the beste wyse. 376 

For hys wytte a-non) chyffe lustyce 

They hym made, and sette hym vp as a lorde. 

They dyde no-thynge wytA-owte hys a-corde. 

A wyffe they geffe hym, borne of hye kynrede, 380 

And then they made hym lorde, wytA-owte drede, 

Alle hys lyffe vn-tyti hys endynge-daye, 

Off hem alle, thys ys wyth-owten naye. 

When he wes dede, hys sone prynse they made 384 

Off hem alle, of whome they were fulle gladde. 

He hem gouerayd in welthe and grette honowre; 

He was to hem a nobulle gouei'nowre. 

And after hym fro eyre to eyre hyt yede. 388 

Here names to telle I trowe hyt be no nede, 

They bythe not putte yette in Remembraunce 
In thys cxonycle wyche I rede of Fraunce. 

Prynces they were so of here maner*. 392 

Butte the ffrenshe boke me dothe lere 
That longe after a pry nee syker they hadde, 

Wyche in wele and prosperite hem ladde, 

Wyche was of the ryalle blode of Troye. 396 

Off hym alle Fraunce hade so muche Ioye 
That they hym loued a-boue aH erthely thynge. 

He was the ffryste that euer was named kynge. 

He made lawes and moche other thynge, 400 

And made hem drawe wytA-owte lesynge 
To be obeysaunte* to here kynggus lawe, 

Bothe wyth ffeyrnesse and eke wytA awe. 

He made the lawes, as y gesse, 404 

For batellus, for customys, and ffrauncheses, 

391. co (or to) crossed out before cronycle. 

402. MS. obeysaunce. 
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ruler of the 
couutry. 
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and later on 
became 
king! of 
France. 
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Ludon «u 
the second 
king. 


His son, 
Clovit, 
wo con¬ 
verted to 
Christianity 
bj 8t Remit. 


He was an 

excellent 

king. 


Off thefes and traytowres also here Iewy[s]es. 

Thus he made the lawes wythe-owten lese. [leaf 6, back] 

In ryghte and trowthe euer hys pepulle he ladde. 408 
Ther-fore alle hys lyfe-dayes he hade • 

A-monge hem Ioye, welthe, and prosperite. 

Yeres and dayes fulle mony regned he, 

And then after, when aH-myghty Gode wolde, 412 

A Bone he liadde, }xxt after* hym rengne shulde. 

LUdon)*hyghte thys chylde Jiat shulde be 
Here kynge, )>at of wytte lacked grette plente. 

Off other goodes ly telle he liadde. 416 

Ther-fore moche hys pepulle he dradde, 

Wher-fore in chamber hym-selfo he hade. 

Fulle ofte hys peple lawes he ladde, 

Chorles he cheresede, und no-|>ynge Ientyle. 420 

He levyde notte butte a whyle. 

Affter hym came hys sone and eyre, 

And he made a-yen) to repeyre 
AH J»at contraryed hys ffader lnwe, 

Sum yfyth ffeyrenes and 8ome vryth awe. 

Hym to Crystes lawe seynte Remys 
Conuerted, longe or than seynte Denys 
Kame in-to Fraunce ; and eke the clergye 
He loued, and cheresshyde chyuallerye. 

Cleouels thys nobelle kynge hyghte. 

He proued hym-selfe a nobelle knyghte. 

Grette werre he helde alle hys lyfe. 

WytA Sarejines he fouglite mony a sythe,* 

For setfcen he the crowne na?nme, 

He so wyse and so ryghtefulle kynge be-came 
Ther was no manne of hym complayned 436 

Off rouge, a-none he hyt restrayne[d], 

And wolde ee where the trowthe stode. 

And then he wolde wyth esy mode 

Redres.se hyt as re sone were. 440 

And so he hadde a goode manere : 

The porallis ryghte esely here he wolde, 


424 


428 


432 
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A lorde also, yeff fat he shulde; 

To euej-y manne, after hys state were, 

He wolde redresse hyt in esy manere. 

Off knyghtehode fully he bare the pryse. 

Ther-to he was ryghte manly and wyse. 

So wysely hys remmc gouerne<f he 
That he lyued euer in prosperite. 

Thys nobelle kynge, fys nobelle conquerowre, 
Wanue many a Cyte wyth many a towre, 

That ffro Chyrbrou) in-to Russye 

Was ther neuer manne so hardye [i«ar7] 

To dofl a-geynste hys commaundemente; 

And yeffe he dycf, he were butte shente. 

OfE Ardeme the towre also, 

Ther controryecJ no manne fat he wolde haue do. 
In thys Ardeme, as seythe thys geste, 

Ther ys a grette and a huge fforeste. 

Hyt lyethe in lenghe bothe este and weste ; 
Ther-In dwelluthe mony a wylde beste ; 

The porsewte ys fulle large a-bowte. 

Ther-fore hyt ys, wyt/i-owten) dowte, 

Grette perelle a man) ther-In to come ; 

Ther-In to herboroughe ys no man) wonne. 

For shyppes that passe by the See, 

For no nede dar notte he 
A try ae in-to the huge fforestes 
For drede of the wylde bestes. 

In olde bookes, as I rede, 

I fynde wryten), wyt/i-owten) drede, 

Off lyones and lebardes hyt ys ffulle. 

The wylde bore and eke the bulle 
Haue there here haunte destawntly. 

The cause I wolle telle yowe why 
That I thys fforeste thys deuyse, 

For owte of thys moste moche thynge ryse 
That longethe vn-to my matere. 

Lystenetfce nowe, and ye shalle here. 

THys kynge Cleouels, fys worthy manne, 

Syn) ffryste fe tyme that he be-gau) 

Crowne on) hedde ffryste to bere, 
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452 Nobody 

dared to 
oppose him, 


456 


400 


not even 
in the 
Ardennes. 

In the 
Ardennes 
were all 
kinds of 
wild 
animals. 
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The King 
had a 

■•phew, 

named 

Partonope, 


who was to 
be Bari of 
Apjou anil 
Biota 


Also for to holden) in honile a spore, 

Nexte dede of armes he loued bestes 484 

To hunte in Ardeme, thys huge fforeste, 

And wytA strenghe of howndes and men) 

The boore to chasse owte of hys den). 

So hyt be-ffeH that on) a daye 488 

To ffynde the boore he wolde assaye. 

Hys hvntes he* warned ryghte a-nonne 


That to thys foreste he wolde gon). 

Than) had thys kynge a suster there 492 

That was to hym fuH lefe and dere, 

)>at nexte hys owne weddute wyffe 
He loued here as hys owne lyffe. 

Lucresse thys noble lady hyghte. 496 

A sone she had, that be goode ryghte 
Erie of Angowe shulde be 

And of Bloys, so tellethe me [leaf 7, back) 

The olde booke* fuH well I-wryted, 500 

In ffrenshe also, and fayre endyted. 

And ye wolle wytte what he hyte, 

Partonope be Gode almytfie 

Named he was, when he was bore, 504 


Of hys godfader atte the churche-dore. 

And playnely to tell yow of thys marine 
Thys tale trewly I be-gan). 

Thys yonge man) of whome I telle, 508 

Of lentyines he was the verey welle. 

The nobelle kynge hym loued so 
That where fat euer he rydde or go, 

Nexte hym he y8 of alle men), 512 

To hym also nyghe of kyn), 

That [nexte] hys suster or hys wyffe 
He loued hym beste of any lyffe. 

He was so gentyH of worde and dede 516 

That thorowe aH Fraunce, where fat he yede, 

Off hys worshyppe men) myghte here. 

For off hys age he had no pere. 


490. he] MS. we, perhaps only intended for warned. 
500. booke] MS. boode. 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



British Museum MS. 


15 


Hys age was forsothe, as I gesse, 

520 

and who 

xvijj yere, neyther more ne lesse. 


was then 
eighteen 

What a-venture feH nowe of jrys man) 

I wolle telle forthe now as I can). 


years old. 

THys kynge of whome I of tolde, 

524 

He accom¬ 

He ys shape vnyth baronys bolde 


panied ti.e 
king to ti e 

To [t]hys forests for to ryde, 

Wyth knyght and squyer hym be-syde, 


Ardennes. 

And also wyth nowmber of men), 

The bore to chasse owte of hys den). 

To thys foreste he ys come 

WytZ* hvnte and hownde as he was won). 

528 



Off thys hyfc nedetK no more to telle : 532 

The homes sownen) as any belle, 

The howndes arne vncowpeled than). 

There loketh vp fuH mony a man) 

Here tryste on) euery syde to kepe, 536 

Hyt ys no tyme for hem to slepe. 

And nexte the kynge of any man) 

Stonde Partonope, hys tryste man). 

Ryghte sone after, wyth-owten) more, [leaf sj 540 

Fowndo ys the wylde boore. 

The howntes to blowe spare notte then). 

The grette lymowres ere lette renne. 


A-bowte the wodde the boore ys broghb 
Alle the day they spare noghte 
Hym to hvnte thorowe thyke and thyni 
Tylle the boore, fulle wery of renne, 
A-yen) Euyn) the bay a-bodde. 
Partonope, there as he stode, 

Pullud owte hys swyrde lyche a marine, 
And ffreshely to thys bore he ranne. 
Be-twyn) was then) a grette stiyfe, 

Butte yet the boore there loste hys lyfe. 
Seynge, the kynge, there as he stode, 
Then) sayde he : “ Be Goddys rode, 
Thys was welle don), as of a chylde, 
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548 


Partonope 
kills a boar 


552 


556 


529. cbasae] hole in vellum for a. 
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Another 
boor it 
rooted. 


Partono 


uraces the 


Night 
closes in. 


To sle a boo re so fers and wylde. 

Nowe Gode, I fchanke the as I can). 

He ys ryghte lyke to ben) a man).” 

The kynge in talkynge ns he stode, 

Sawe where ther come wyth eger mode 
A-nother boore, alle ffreshe I-fownde. 

To hym the howndes dyd renne fuH rownde. 

The kynge comaunded ryghte a-nonne 
The huntes they shnlde euery-chone 
Drawe vp there howndus by and by. 

The cause shalle I telle yow why ; 

For faste westwards draweth )>e Bonne, 

The howndes ben) fulle wery for ronne. 

Also he sey hyt drew nere nyghte. 

To hys loggyng* he wentc fulle ryghte. 

The kyng« commaunded Partonope 
T[h]at swythe on horecbacke shulde he be, 

Prycke after faste, sette home to mowthe 
To drawe of the howndes, yetf )mt he cowthe. 

/Thys Partonope no lettyng made, 

But dyd ryghte as the kynge hym bade. 

A-pon) hys horse a-none he lepe, 

Thoroughe thyke and thynne toke he no kepe 
The boore to folowe, I yowe plyghte, 

And draw ycfter hym, yeff that he myghteTl 

So faste hys hors he prycketh thanne 

That hym folowe myghte no manne. [leaf s, back] 

The boore was neuer owte of hys syghte, 

The sothe to sayne, tylle darke nyghte 
So faste felle on) in that tyde, 

No farther myghte he se to ryde. 

He wyste neuer where that he was, 


Thys was to hym a sory case. 

The kynge a-nonne loste had he. 

Thynge )»at ys ordeyned nedes moste be 
By ffortune vn-to eu«-y manne. 
Partonope hys home be-gan) 

In honde to take, ami blewe hiyt lowde. 
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But for no crafte that euer he cowde, 

Men) ne home cowde he non) here. 

Than) gau) he ware of heuy chere, 

For he hadde don) a foly thynge 
So for to drawe hym fro hys kynge. 

Nowe wolle I leue thys manne so ynge, 
And telle yovre forthe of the kynge, 
pat homwarde to hya loggyng 1 rydethe. 
After hym for sothe no manne a-bydethe. 
He wenyth Partonope were I-come. 

The hunte hys howndus hath vp uome, 

And come was to hys loggynge. 

A-none hym axed thys worthy kynge 
After hys Neuowe Partonope. 

He cowde not telle whether pat he 
Were come home, or els be-hynde. 

A-none hyt ran) the kynge in mynde 
Howe he hym had bode gon) 

To drawe the howndus of eclione. 

Then he comaundethe v/yth aH hys myghte 
That men) wythe homes alle pat nyghte 
Shulde uoy8e make on) euery syde, 

And in the foreste alle nyghte to ryde, 

Yeff any grace myghte be 

Thys chylde to fynde in any degre. 

Now after hym euery man), as he ys bedyn), 
Vn-to the foreste ys he ryden). 

Grette noyse they make aH Jx*t nyghte, 

Tylle on) the morowe J»e sone bryghte 
Owte of the este gan) showe hyr so 
That euery manne myghte se to goo 
Or ryde where so euer hym luste. 

Thoroughe thyke and thynne in pat fforeste 
Ryghte faste they soghte euerychone, 

Butte tydynges cowde they here nonue 
Off thys chylde in no degre. 

Gretter sorowe myghte not be 
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The boar 
disappear*. 


Partonope It 
alone in the 
forest. 


Then) was a-monge the mayne tho: 632 

“ Allas l ” they sayde, “ thys chylde y[s] go 
And loste for euer, thys ys no nay.” 

There ys songe but welewaye. 

Thys grette boore of home I tolde, 636 

Thorowe the foreste ys bento fuH bolde, 

Tylle he come to the see-syde. 

There thojte he longe not to a-byde; 

Hys lyppe vn-to the see he nomme, 640 

And ffaste thorowe the see he swomme, 

And ouer see faste hym) hyede, 

Tylle he come in-to the other Syde. 

Whan) he was the perelle paste. 

He hydd hym so wonder faste 
To the wyldemes, I dai* weH Saye, 

And lyued there many a longe daye. 

NOwe wolle I speke of Partonope. 

Whatte to do wotte not he. 

Hownde and home had he loste; 

Hys horse for sotfce ys alle-moste 
Dede for wery in that stonde, 

And sodenly ys falle to grownde. 

Alle drery stonte Partonope. 

“ Lorde alle-myghty Gode,” sayde he, 

“ Saue me nowe I be not lore, 

As thowe were of a mayden) bore.” 

“ Allas,” he thogfcte, “ what may I do? 

For colde and honger I am fulle wo. 

A-ferde also nowe of my lyffe. 660 

Helpe me lorde Gode and eke sevnte Sythe 
That thes wylde and wodde bestes 
l)euowre me not in thes fforestes ! ” 

Thys yonge man) wyste not what to do, 664 

But at the laste he drewe hym to 
An) olde tre, an) holowo thynge, 

Ther-in to haue hys loggyng*. 

Alle nyghte ther-in he laye 668 

Tylle on) the morowe \at hyt was daye. 

Alle that nyghte fulle sore he wepte, 

For sorowe and drede slope he no slepe. 


644 


648 


652 


656 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 





British Museum MS. 


19 


Be-tyme a-morowe he gan) to ryse. ne*f»,b»ckj 672 
He loked a-bowte, and gan) to deuyse 
Wycfce cuntre homwarde he myghte beste 
Drawe owte of tliys wylde fForeste. 

Vn-to hys horse he yede ffaste, 676 

And by the brydelle atte the lastc 
Hym lie dreue on) hys tfette. 

In-to the sadelle a-none lie lepe, 

Homwarde to drawe for sot-lie he wende. 680 

Gode hym grace ther-to sende ! 

But alle for noghte, hyt wytt not be, 

Alle a-weywardys the wey taketfc he. 

Alle Jiat day he rode fulle ffaste, 684 

Mony a perlows water he paste. 

The ffrenshe boke thus dotlie me telle 
xx waters he passed fulle ffelle. 

He rode as faste as euer he myghte 688 

Alle that day, tylle hyt was nyghte. 

When) nyghte was come, thys ys no nay, 

The mone shone as bryghte as day. 

He loked apon) the mone so bryghte : 692 

“ Nowe, lorde,” he sayde, “that made thys lyghte 
Man) to comforte and also beste, 

Brynge me welle owte of thys fforeste ! ” 

He houyde stylle, he loked a-bowte. 696 

Than) sawe he, wyth-owten) dowte, 

Where he was in a medow stronge, 

The grasse vp to hys styroppe longe 

Was grow on) heyghte, as I hope, 700 

For hyt had neuer be mow ne rope, 

But beddet fuH of bestes wylde. 

Fulle sore a-ferde tho was thys chylde. 

Forthe tho rode Partonope, 704 

Tylle atte the laste he sawe the see 
Ebbe and flowe and noyse make. 

Hys herte wyth-In be-gan) to quake, 

He wende fully ded to be, 708 

He tho^te he myghte no ferther fle. 

898. stronge] st and 0 indistinct; the t is apparently altered from. 
an 0 . 
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The next 
day he tries 
in rein to 
find his way 
home. 


At night he 
arrives at 
the sea¬ 
shore. 
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There he 
KM A ship. 


Partonope 

K b on 

rd, 


leading his 
horse after 
him. 


Nobody is to 
be seen on 
board. 


And fferther loked he in-to the stronde, 

Hym thojte that faste by the londe 
A Shyppe he sawe there rydynge, 

Ryghte welle a-raye<t, tho any kynge 
There shulde haue passed the See. 

And of thys shyppe ryghte glade was he ; 

He thojte he shulde haue some comforte 
0 ff them J»at ryued atte the porte, 

And wyth hem conselle howe he myghte beste 
Scape owte of thys wylde foreste. 

He heyd faste tyile he was there, 

And 8one he nejhed J>e shyppe fulle nere. 
When) he come vn-to the stronde, 

Owte of the shyppe vn-to )>e londe 
A brygge was leyde fulle goode and stronge, 
Ryghte brodde hyt was and also longe, 

And man) thyder-in myghte go ryghte weH, 
And nojte to wete hys fotte a delle. 

And when he to the brygge came, 

Then) thojte he : '* My Gode and man), 

In wolle I go, what so be-tyde, 

No lenger here wolle I a-byde.” 

Downe of hys horse he lepte a-none, 

In-to the shyppe he gan) to gon), 

Hys hors he lode in by hys Syde, 

“ And what so euer me be-tyde. 

He shalle not lefe be-hynde me, 

For then) I shulde hym neuer se." 

Thys ys the sothe, be luste welle slepe, 

But fryste of o thynge he toke gret kepe 
That man) on) lyffe Sawe he non). 

Hys herte gan) colde as any stonne. 

To hym-selfe thus sayde he : 

“Thys ys a Shyppe of ffayro 
Or thynge made be Enchauntemente. 

Nowe helpe me, lorde Omnypotente, 

That the deuelle no power haue 
My sowle wytA hym to helle craue, 
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And saue me, lorde, yeffe hyt be thy wylle, 
That I nener in tliys shyppe spylle.” 

And when he had sayde thes vrordes, 

He layde liym on) the shyppe-bordes, 

Whatte for honger and for slepe, 

Off hym-selfe toke he no kepe. 

When he for vrery was downe layde, 

Vn-to slepe he fell a lyteH brayde. 

No ryglite goode slepe for sothe he toke, 

But halfe wakynge, as seytli fe boke, 

And as he lay thy[s] in slummerynge, 

There befelle a wonder thynge. 

Tliys ryalle shyppe of wycfie I tolde, 

The sayle a-non) gan) owte to folde. 

Ryghte a-pon) the toppe an hye 
The sayle ys pullud by and by. . 

A mevable wyude then) had he, 

He sawe the sayle vp in the see 
A-fore the wynde in water clere. 

A wonder thynge hyt ys to here 
Wyth-owtefl helpe a shyppe to sayle, 

The wynde so fulle vppofl the sayle, 

And helpe of man) ther-in non) ys. 

A fulle grette meruelle me thynketh was thys. 
Partonope when he a-woke, 

A-bowte liym faste he gan) to loke, 

Be-thojte hym-selfe where fat he was : 

“ Thys ys,” thoghte he, “ a wonder case, 

A Shyppe to sayle wytA-outen) gyde. 

Gode helpe,” sayde he, “ nowe in thys tyde.” 
He sawe no-fynge but water clere; 

For syghte of londe fer ne nere 
Cowde he a-spye in no wyse. 

Then) gan) he faste for to devyse 
Where thys fforeste was be-come, 

Owte of hys syghte hyt ys be-nome. 

“ Nowe, goode Gode,” sayde Partonope, 
“Thowe fortune thus hafe sliapen) me 
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falls asleep. 
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Partonope 


The ship 
■ails all that 
night and 
the follow¬ 
ing day. 


That I shalle dye in thys place, 
Allmyghty Gode, do me grace ! ” 

To hym-selfe he sayde thus: 

“ 0 mercy, lorde, swete Ih&n/s, 

Man) wotte lyteH what ys hys beste. 

For when) I was in yender fforeste, 

Off my lyffe I was in drad; 

For very fere I was ny mad. 

In-to pe shyppe for seker I came, 

And In wytli me my horse I name. 

I howpet to haue a better yere; 

And nowe for sope better me were 
In yender foreste to haue ben) 

Than) in thys shyppe, as I wene. 

For yette by possibilite 
Euery man) know may he 
A man) pat ys in dry lande 
Yet sum way may he fownde 
Hym-selfe to helpe owte of dyssece 
In mony a wyse, wytA-owten) lese. 

But in water for to be 
I can) for sottie in no degre 
Devyse how any helpe to haue, 

Butte Gode allone he may me saue.” 

And thus he lyetlle and sorow maketh ; 
He dar not Slope, butte alle-wey wake the 
For drede of peresynge in the see. 

But alle for noghte, hyt wyH not be, 

Hys a-venture he moste a-byde, 

For nowe ys fortune for sothe hys gyde. 
And thus he saylethe alle the nyghte, 
Tylle on) the morowe pot hyt was lyghte, 
Then) on) the shyppe gan) fasts he 
Deuyse and loke howe hyt myghte be 
That hyt shulJe sayle in any londe 
WytlW-owten) helpe of mannus honde. 
But for to speke of thys shyppe, 

The more per-of pat he toke keppe, 
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Euer* to hym hyt was more mervayle : 824 

Off clothe and selke pen was )>e sayle; 

Ther-to hyt was so wello graue 
That of entayle, so Gode me saue, 

Ther cowde no wcrkeman) hyt a-meude. 828 

Theft prayde he Gode hym grace sende 
Hys lyffe to saue, yeff hys wyH be. 

And fortlSe alle day thys sayleth he, 

Tylle hyt was derke nyghte aH-moste, 832 

And then) pe sliyppe vn-to a coste 
Helde euen hys course, as pat he 
P»y marines hondc gyded had be. 

Whafi to )>e londe the sliyppe wa3 come, 836 

Partonope, as he was won), 

J-oked owte to sc the tyde. 

Thai! eawe he where be-syde 

Ther stode a towne, wytA-owten) dowte, 840 

Iiyghte welle I-walled rownde a-bowte. 


A-myddes the towne, wyth-in the walle, 
There stode a castelle )>at was ryalle, 

) Wyth towres grette on) euery syde, 

For any kynge ther-In to a-byde. 

A grette mervayle pen sawe he, 

For nyghte hyt was vppofl J>e see, 

And in )>e Cuntre hyt was as bryghte 
As thowe hyt had be day lyghte. 
lhe brygge a-non) he toke in honde, 

And fro pe shyppe vn-to the londe 
He layde hyt owte, and pat a-none, 

That he myghte vn-to pe londe gon). 
When he to pe londe come was, 

He thonked Gode tho of hys grace, 

That alle thes perellys he had welle paste 
llutte yette fulle sore was he a-gaste, 

For.he sawe no-pynge that [bare] lyffe, 
Man) ne chylde, wydo ne wyffe. 

And he also for thryste and honger* 

Was ryghte febeH, hyt was no wonder; 
And on) hys hors honger was sene, 

For lacke of mete he was ryghte lene. 
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He thinks 
he In* come 
to an 
enchanted 
country. 


Porto nope 
ride* Into 
the town. 


Bvtte when pys chylde Partonope 
On) londe was come, a-non) gan) he 
A-bowte hym loke on euery syde. 

He sawe the cuntre bothe large and wyde. 
Yette on) thy 8 shyppe he be-gan) to holde, 
He sayde be hym that Iudas soldo 
Thys shyppe was me[r]velus made. 

In alle hys lyffe he ne liadde 
Sey so cvryous a wroghte thyngo. 

He then trowed \er was no inafi leuynge 
By crafte of honde cowde suche on) make, 
Butte yeffe a clerke cowde vnder-take 
By nygromansy to make hytte ; 

For hyt passeth mannes wytte. 

The towne, the castett he be-helde, 

Howe curiusly they were bylde : 

Off blacke marbeB was made pe wail, 
Euchekoryd weH wyth Crystalle, 

Wyth Iasper also, pat was so bryghte. 
Iu-to the cuntre hyt gaffe grette lyghte. 
Thys grette meruayle he can be-holde ; 
Hys herte be-gan) fnste to colde. 

He sayde : “ Allas, what may pys be? ” 
He tho 3 te he was but in fayre, 

And weneth hyt were pe develles werke. 
For weH he wyste pe nyghte ys derke, 
And nyghte hyt was vppon) pe see; 

On) londe hyt was so lyghte* pat he 
Myghte se to ryde alle a-bowte 
In alle the cuntre, thys ys no dowte. 

Also pe hauen was large and wyde, 
i thowsande shyppes per-yn myghte ryde 
For any drede of pe see, 

Whatto wynde or wedder euer hyt be. 
When) he pe cuntre devysed had, 

In herte he was no-pynge gladde, 

Butte forthe wyt/i-alle hys hors he toke, 

867. and written twice and the first crossed out. 

868. loke crossed out before holde. 
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Anil streyghte to towne, as seyeth pe boke, 

He rodde as faste as euffr he xnyglite, 

And to the gate he came fulle ryghte. 

Butte when) he to pe gate come, 

Hys eye he caste vppe ther-on), 

Be-hekle hyt wysely alle a-bowte, 

And then he sayde wytA-owte dowte : 

“ Thys ys of so grette an) heyghte, 

Ther can) no man) devyse be sleyghte 
Thys towre to wynne in no wyse.” 

And harde hyt was for to deuyse 
The curyous makynge pat per- on) was. 

And In he rydethe an) esy pas. 

The stretes were pauyd pat were fuH longe; 

On) euery syde howsynge stronge 
Off blacke marbeH fuH weH I-bake. 

A-bofe per-on, I undertake, 

Pomelys per stode of golde fuH fyue; 

Ther-on) by crafte and goode engyne 
Egelys of golde fflekerynge per stode, 

Lebardes and lyonys also fulle goode 
Vppon) pe gabellys* of golde I-pured, 

And other bestes dyuerse fygured, 

And alle, as they haden) ben) on) lyfe, 

By crafte pey meuyde wonder blyfe, 

]?at neu« - , sethen) pat he was boren), 

Had he seyue suche a towne be-foren). 

Thys fayre towne of wych I tolde, 

The boke of ffrenshe, pat ys fulle olde, 

Hyt deuyseth in suche degre 
Hyt were to longe as nowe for me 
Alle pat to telle, pys ys no naye. 
her-fore I lefe hyt in goode faye, 

And woH go forth vn-to my mater*, 

And hyt lyke yow me to here. 

Thys yonge chylde Partonope, 

For thryste and houger wotte not he 
What to don)—Gode be hys gyde— 

And forthe fuH esely dothe he ryde. 

918. I crossed mU before wett. 922. MS. garbellys. 
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enter* a 
bonne, 


bnt ob¬ 
serving a 
castle, 


He fojte of J>ys fayre syghte, 940 

Hys herte sum-what be-gan) to lyghte, 

And sum-tyme he thojte a-yen) 

Alle pys ne was butte fantayne. 

Then) sawe he where J>e palys-yate 944 

Stode wyde opeu), and in J>er-atte 

He rodde, and downe frome hys horse he lyghte, 

For ferther ryde he ne myghte. 

And when) he of hys hors lyghte, n**f is, b*ckj 948 
Hym thoghte he sawe moche lyghte 
Off torches and off ffyre also. 

In-to the halle wente he thoo, 

Fayre clothes lie sawe per layde 952 

Thorowe )>e halle on) euery syde. 

Off bredc and wyne he sawe grette plcnte, 

Off mete there lacked no manor of deynte. 

He sawe stonde on) |>e cuppe-borde 956 

Cuppes of golde for any lorde, 

Sponys of golde and of Syluer also. 

“ Nowe, lorde,” sayde he, “ wliat may I do 1 

For ded I am ney for honger.” 960 

Also he had moche wonder 

To se of Ryches so grette plente, 

And no man) on) lyfe butte he. 

Forthe thorowe J>e halle walked he 964 

The palys wyt/t-In forjie for to See. 

When) he was )>orowe £e halle gon), 

He sawe be-fore hym ryghte a-non) 

A towre of marbelle ryghte fayre per stode; 968 

The yates of Iron) were fulle goode. 

Yppon the towre then loked he. 

“ 0 lorde,” he sayde, “ what may thys be? ” 

Stylle he stode, and hyt be-helde, 972 

In what wyse hyt was bylde. 

Then) was hyt a castelle stronge. 

A-bowte )>e walle fulle brode and longe 
A dyche per was of water clere. 976 

The brygge there-ouer was fulle nere 
An c ffote, I trowe, of lenghe ; 

955. maner deynte gives a better reading. 
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Hyt wolle be drawe wytA ly telle Rtrenghte. 
The fayre towne he sawe a-ffore 

Hys grette bewte had I-lore. 

980 


Thy8 place was wonder fayre to se. 

Than) }K> 3 te thys chylde Partonope 

J)ys place shulde be goode Resone 

Be chyffe palys of the towne. 

And to hym-selfe sayde he : 

984 

he decides 

“ Whatte [ys] ther-In I shalle se.” 


cm con¬ 
tinuing hie 

In atte the gate ho made a loppe; 

988 

wty. 

Thys was the sothe, hyt [was] wyde ope, 


The gate 

Hys herte wexe lyghte as leffe on) lynde, 

For he suppoeeth ther-In to fynde 


wae open 

Men) I-nowe hym) to dysporte, 

And wytA mete hym to comforte. 

992 


In-to the halle vp wente he, 

[leaf 13) 

and Parto¬ 

A ryghte goode fyre per myghte he see. 

The halle also fulle ryally 

996 

nope enters 
the halL 

Wythe golden) elopes and attaby 



Was hongyd fulle welle, wyth-owten dowte, 
Off ryghte grette heyghte rownde a-bowte. 



Off o pynge meruelyd grettely he : 

Man) ne chylde cowde he non) see. 

He sawe per laye hope elope and borde,* 

1000 

The tables 

))oje hyt had ben) a-fore a lonle, 

That sethe pe tyme pat he was borne 

1004 

were spread. 

So fayre sawe he nener be-ffome. 

Than) po^te pys chylde : “ What may pys be ? 
Thys ys deuyllys werke,” seyde he. 

• 


And as he stode pus in thys thoghte, 

A-none be-fore hym were I-broghte 

A peyre of bassennys fayre I-curyd, 

1008 

Invisible 

Off ffyne golde ryghte welle pared. 


hands bring 
him basins 

Alle thys be-helde Partonope. 

1012 

to wash. 

Vn-to hym-selfe pys sayde he : 

“ These bassennys curyd pat I see, 

For sothe be resone pynketh me 

Iher-of to wasshe hyt arne broghte.” 

1016 


1002. MS. brede. 

1004. MS. possibly sethen. 
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Partonop* 
MU down 
to Uble. 


No word 
It spoken. 


And to wasshe was he be-thoghte.* 

He washed hys hondea ryghte a-none. 
To Soper J»ojte he for to gone, 

Aa he pat was for wery honger 
Loste, for so the, hyt was no wonder. 
Whan) he hys hondea wasshe hadde, 

He sawe no wyghte pat ones hym bade 
To soper sytte in no place. 

J)en thojte he, be Goddys grace, 

To soper sytte pen) he wolde. 

A-none hym-selfe vryth herte bolde 
A-inyddes pe benche downe he sette. 

The borde* a-none, wj/t/t-owte lette, 
Be-fore hym lay ryghte weH a-rayed. 

Off pys syghte he was dysinayed 
So ryalle seruyse for to see, 

And no man) on) lyfe per butte he. 
Ryghte a-none, when) he was sette, 

Mete grette plente per was fette. 

Torches be-fore pe mete In come, 

Off lyghte ther was full mykel * wone. 
Torches of broche by-fore* hym stode, 
Cuppys of golde wyt/i wyne fulle goode, 
For sotfce hym to vete ryghte welle. 
Butte yette he was a-ferde sum delle. 
A-bowte pe halle faste loked he, 

On) grette meruayle he myghte see : 

He sawe pe hordes in }>e halle, 

Welle I-coveryd bo the grette and smale; 
Fulle of mete stode euery borde. 

But thorowe pe halle ther was no worde, 
For man) ne woman) sawe he none 
In pe place but he allone. 

Butte neuer the later, so seythe pe boke, 
To hys mete ffresshely he toke ; 

And for sothe hyt ys no wonder, 

For per-to droffe hym very honger , . 

And when) he had yete ryghte welle, 
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1036 

[leaf IS, back) 

1040 

1044 

1048 

1052 


1017. be] MS. bo. 1029. MS. borne. 

1037. MS. myker. 1038. fore written twice. 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



British, Museum MS. 


29 


Fayne wolde lie bane drouke hys fylle. 

Alle-thoje he bad grette thruste, 1056 

For sothe drynke be ne druste : 

For in drynke, be eeyde, be resone 
Myghte welle be herberowed poysone. 

For alle pat he sawe wytA hys eye, 1060 

Hym pojte byt was but fontasye. 

Cuppys of golde be-fore hym stode 
WytA dyuerse wynes, and pat fulle goode, 

And wytA pat weH to drynke for sope hym luste, 1064 
For he was Inly sore a-thruste. 

A-pon) pe ryghte syde of pc dese 
He sawe serued a ryalle mease, 

As thoje a queue per hai> bene; 1068 

And pat was ryghte well a-sene, 

For byt was seruyd in bey deuyse 
WytA metes and drynkes in dyuerse wyse. 

Partonope byt faste can) be-bolde, 1072 

He sawe pe vesseH were aH of golde. 

A-monges pes vesseH he sawe wyne stode 
In a ryche cuppe pat was fulle goode. 

Thys cuppe was of safer ffyne, , 1076 

Hyt rooste nedes showe weH wyne. 
pe couacle was of Rube redde, 

Thys chylde per-of toke grette bede. 

Wyth-In hym-selfe he gan) to pynke 1080 

Off pat cuppe he wolde drynke. 

Ther-to pojte hym he had a skylle, 

For the ssafer for sothe ne wylle 

Suffer in hym no poysone to a-byde. iiemf ui 1084 

“ For sope,” he thojte, “ what euer me tyde 
Ther-of I wolle drynke a draghte.” 

And wytA hys honde pe cuppe he rawghte. 

To hys mowthe he gan) hyt sette, 1088 

Hym pojte pey were ryghte weH I-mette. 

There he dranke wyne fuH gootle, 

Hym pojte hyt coinforte welle hys blode. 

1061. MS., santAsye (long s). 

1074. n crossed out after pes ; stode t criUen above stonde, which 
tJ crossed out. 
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The tablet 
art cleared. 


Torches 
show him 
the way to 
• bed-room. 


And when) he had dronke pys drawghte, 

To hys mete ffresshely he rawghte, 

And to hym goode comforte toke, 

Thys seyethe my auctor, )>e ffrenshe boke. 
Sythe he had dronke of pys cuppe, 

He pojte he myghte pe Safer sowpe; 

For thys was hys Opynion), 

That cuppe wolle holde no poyson). 

And he sowpethe alle in ese, 

And maketh hym-selfe welle at ese. 

When he had so sowped aH hys wylle, 

And of pe cuppe dronke hys flfylie, 

Than) hym luste no more to sowpe. 

Yppe gope pe mete and eke pe cuppe, 

The clothe vp-drawe, pe towayle layde. 
A-non) ryghte iu a lytelle brayde 
He wasshe hys hondes, and vppe he stode. 
Than) gan) chaunge alle hys blode, 

He loked a-bowte, he myghte per see 
Off torches and lyghte grette plente, 

Butte man) on) lyfe sawe he none. 

“ Lorde,” sayde he, “ what may I done 1 
I not,” he sayde, “ what me ys beste. 

But lie pat made bothe Este and weste, 

Safe me, yeff hyt be hys wylle, 

In thys myschyfFe pat I ne spylle.” 

And when he had aH J»ys I-pojte, 

“ Be Gode,” he sayde, “ pat me hath wrojte, 

I wolle as ny as euer I can) 

Take herte to me, and be a man). 

And what so euer me be-tyde, 

Whyther so pat thys lyghte me gyde, 

After I wolle, what euer be beste, 

For sone ys tyme to go to reste.” 

And so after wytA-In a lyteH whyle, 

I trowe pe mowntans of a myle, 

To chamber the torches toke pe waye. 

Than) thojte the chylde : “ Now, by my ffaye, 
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Folowe I wolle, what so be-tyde. 

Gode of henen), be nowe my gyde ! ” 

When he was come in-to J>e chamber, 

The walles were as bryghte as ambere. 

A bed J*r-In ther henge fulle ffyne, 

Hyt was honged be goode engyne. 

The Couertowre was of Ermone goode. 

Thys chylde be-helde, and sty He stode, 

And sayde: “Lorde, what may thys bet ” 
And faste n-bowte he gan) to See. 

He blessyd hym tliryes wyt h goode entente. 
J)en) sayde he : “ Lorde Omnipotente, 

Jjat haste me saued alle thys waye, 

Be nowe my helpe, lorde, I }>e praye; 

For I wot neuer what to do, 

Yeffe thy grace go nowe me ffro.” 

He gan) fulle faste loke a-bowte, 

Howe he myghte do he had grette dowte. 
Then) In )>e chymjieye he sawe a ffyre, 

And to Jje ffyre he drewe hym nere, 

)>e ryaH fyre and pe bed he gan) be-holde, 
Clo)>ea he sawe fulle raony a ffolde 
Off golde fulle ryche, hyt ys no drede. 

The grette ryche[s] ys nowe no nede 
Me to deuyse, ne hyt to telle, 

Hyt were fuB longe for me to dwelle. 

Owte of pe chamber )>e lyghte forth yede, 
Then) gan) J>ys chylde haue mykeH drede, 
And )>ojte: “ Allas, what may I do, 

Nowe pya lyghte ys gonne me fro 1 ” 

A Shete of raynes fuH fayre I-sprade 
Vppon) a forme ryghte by )>e bedde 
He sawe, and downe per- on) hym sette, 

And fjojte he wolde wyt/t-owte lette 
Make hym redy. What shulde he do ? 

He J>o$te he wolde to bedde go. 

Hys Spores a-none were of I-take, 

No lenger )>o$te he for to wake. 

Off gowne, of hosen), of gon) hys shone ; 
In-to }>e bedde he yede a-none; 
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Tl»o rortiu 

IrOOmM 

dark. 


A lady Joint 
him in tha 
bed. 


Both lie 
■till. 


J)e clo)>«a to hym fulle softe he drowe. 

I trowe of fere he had I-nowe, 

For )>en he sawe )>e chamber aH derke, 

He pojte thys was a wonder werke. 

For fere he dryste not ryghte weft slope, 
He was In better poynte to wepe. 

Thys lay he stylle aH in a traunse; 

He was a-ferde of some myschaunse 
Shulde hym be-falle or hyt was daye. 
And as he was In thys a-ffraye, 

And hys herte fulle nere quappynge, 

In )>e flore he herde comynge 
A )>ynge fulle softely what euer hyt were, 
Where-off fully he gan) to fere. 

Meruayle he had what hyt rnyghte be. 

“ Allas pe tyme,” then) sayde he, 

“ That ewer I was of woman) bore, 

For welle I wotte I am) butte lore.” 

Vnder )>e clo)>y3 he can) hym hyde, 

And drow hym to ]>e beddys syde, 
Weny[n]g« hyt had ben) sum euylle pynge 
That he herde in J>e flore comynge. 

And }>en) hyt was, wytA-owten drede, 

A yonge mayde, ho so luste to rede 
The story in frenshe, \er sballe he se 
She was a laydy of grette degre, 

That homely to hyr owne bedde come. 
And wyth hyr hondes vppe she nome 
The clojjys alle, and In dyd crepe. 

For per she wolde, she J>o$te, slei>e. 
Whether she were fayre or ellys no, 

Here pe chylde she dressyd here tho. 
Stylle sho lay, and no-J>ynge sayde, 

A grette whyle after j»at she was layde ; 
For she ne herde ne felte no-j>ynge 
Off Pavtonope pat was so yenge. 

Fulle stylle he lay and durste not stere, 
Hys herte was so fulle of ffere, 

For he ne wyste what )>ynge hyt was. 

Me )>ynkethe he stode in a wonder case : 
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In bedde they be thes to yonge. 

They neyther to other sayde no-j>ynge. 

The toil dar not for very fere, 

J>e tother for shame can no chere. 

A-shamed she ys for wommanhede, 

Thynkenge fat she lia)>e in here bedde 
A lusty man), and she I-wys [leaf 15 , back] 

Wettynge welle a mayde she ys, 

Here maydenhode so yonge for to lese, 
Supposyng welle she may not chese, 

As she fat had in soche plyghte 
Here-selfe broghte ; for alle here delyte 
And all here plesaunce was hym to haue 
To here husbande, and so to saue 
Here worehyppe; for fully fys was her fojte. 

Off alle fe worlde no-fynge she Roghte, 

Off kyn), ne ffrynde, ne creature. 

But fynkyng* liowe sho rayghte endure 
Euer of hym to haue plesauus; 

For she wyth-owten) varyauns 
Purposyd euer to ben) hys. 

What say ye loueres, was hyt not thys 
A gentylie herte of here fys was, 

Off hygfce borne, and in suche case 

Had brojte here-solfe i?j blame and balawnce, 

That here honowre lay m suche chaunse? 

But here-after she fownde hym vntrewe. 

Alle here lyffe she myghte welle rewe 
Vppon) hyr-selfe, and eche man) haue rowthe, 

That euer so fayre on) for here trowfe 
Falssely shulde deseyuei! be 
Off here lofe in eny degre. 

Butte atte fys tyme I wolle no more 
Speke of fys mater, ne trete be-fore 
Off parellys after fat may be-falle. 

But to fat* lady I clepe and calle 
That Venus ys called, goddas of loue, 
bat in heuen sytteste a-boue, 


1231. On margin of MS. in the tame hand: 
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The lady is 
afraid that 
the guest 
should think 
her too 
forward. 


Partonope 
fears the 
devil is at 
work. 


Brynge J>ys lady to here desyre, 

))at haste so sore sette on) ffyre 
In here serues pys her trowbeft herte, 
pat she here-after fele no sraerte 
For here trowpe, ne for here kyndenes. 
Alle nyghte pus In grette dystresse 
Lyethe pys goodely lady ffre. 

For alle pys worlde not not she 
In what wyse she myghte beste 
Be acquontede wylA here geste, 

Wyth here loue pat was so dere. 

Ofte per-iore she chawngeth chere, 

And In here-selfe thynkethe thys: 

“ Yeffe I make hym chere, I-wysse, 

I am a-ferde leste he wolle wene, 

And here-efter of me deme 
Other-wyse pan godely were, 

Thys ys alle my moste ffere, 

And falle here-after in Ielosye, 

And parauenture pynke pat I 
Off a-nother wolle be wonne 
As lyghtely, and pan were be-gonne 
An endeles sorowe for euer-moo, 

Then) were my Ioye for euer goo.” 

Thus laye 
In here-selfe and sore fferynge, 

Prayinge Gode of hys grace 
To be here conselle In pys case. 

Thus caste she perellys, and In grette fere 
Lyethe alle nyghte, and I dor swere 
On) the toder syde Partonope 
Ys so a-ferde pat trewly he 
Wenethe fully for to be dedde. 

He can) no concelle ne no redde, 

But lyethe as sty lie as any stone. 

He not to home to make hys mone, 

But wenythe hyt were Illusions 


pys lady arguynge 
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Off fe deuylle and of conivrysone, 

Dar he not speke In no wyse. 

Lett© se nowe ho can best© deuyse 

J}es tweyne to make a-quentyd to be. 1288 

For sothe I dar welle seye pat she 
For 8hamefaste dar no$te saye, 

The toder weneth for to dye. 

Off alle fys fere make we a fyne. 1292 

Jje ffrenshe boke fulle welle In Ryme 
Tellethe hyt shortely, and no)te in prose. 

Ther-fore fully I me purpose 

After myn) auctor'to make an) ende. 1296 

Thy[s] fayre lady fat was so hende, 

Streyghte forfe here legge, and happed to ffele, 

Trewly fe ffrenshe boke seyeth fe hele 

Off py s wofulle Partonope. 1300 

“ Owte ! alias fen! ” sayde [s]he, 

And In a maner gan to crye, 

For sothe I wolle not lye, 

Myne auctor seyethe hyt was not lowde. 1304 

Hyt semed welle for sofe she cowde [leaf is, b«ck) 

Mykelle goode, and fer-fore she 

Spake fulle softe, for per shulde be 

No grette a-ffray, ne no sterynge. 1308 

She fo$te fys mater In to brynge 

That here worahyppe sauyd were, 

For fat euer was here mosto ffere. 

As In anger tho she sayde thys: 1312 

“Owte of my bedde, thow mester man), 

Hye fe faste, and pat a-none! 

Hoo may fou be 1 what doste fou here ? 

Hyt were better for fe fou were 1316 

An hunderd thowsande myle henne. 

For and hyt were wysto of my men), 

Thowe aholde not skape, fou shuldeste be dedde. 

Hey fe faste owte of my bedde. 1320 

For and I crey and make a-ffray, 

Or yeffe fou ly stylle tylle hyt be daye, 

Haddeste thowe an honderde mennes lyves, 


The lady 
happens 
to touch 
Partonope. 


8he ordeis 
him angrily 
to leave the 
bed. 


1817. MS. scarcely thowsonde. 


D 2 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



36 


British Museum MS. 


8ht is the 
Queen of the 
country. 


Partonope 
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Thowe shuldeste ben) alle to-hewe w yih knyves. 1324 
Hey ]>e faste pat J>ou were hennes ! 

Ey mayde Mary ! of what contre or whennes 
Arte Jxm come so boldely 

In-to thya contre? I telle pe I 1328 

Am quene and lady of pys londe. 

How derate J>ou euer take on) honde 

In-to bedde onus thy ffote to sette 

WytA-owte my leve ? Fulle euelle mette 1332 

Shalte Jjou be or to-morowe nonne; 

For pou shalte se J>an) fulle sone 

Thowe ahalte wyt h ffeterys be harde knytte, 

And depe )>rowe downe In to a pytte, 1336 

Where J>ou shalte neuer )>y liondes see 
As longe on) lyve as )>owe shalte be. 

Allas, alias ! betrayed I am 

Of a comelynge straunge, a stronge man).” 1340 

Thys yonge man, )>ys Partonope, 

A-£frayde he was, but yet was he 
Comforted weH in oo )>ynge. 

He wyste welle, wyt/t-owte lesyuge 1344 

Hyt was ne deuelle ne no ffyude 

For he herde her haue in mynde 

Crystes modcr, the mayden) Mary. p«*f irj 

And be }»at worde he gan) a-spy 1348 

Hyt was a woman), what euer she were, 

But of o tliynge he was to lere 

Whether she were wydo, mayden), or wyffe. 

But glade was he J>«t of hys lyffe 1352 

He howpethe fully to be in swerte, 

For he wyste welle syker J>at she 
Was of so hye kynrede borne, 

Alle -})0 she had spoke be-ffome 1356 

Wordes of malys and cruelte, 

Yette fully trusteth and howpeth he 
That lie shalle haue of hyr fulle gj’ace. 

And J»ei--wyt/i-alle he pynketh to enbrace 1360 

Thys ffayre lady in hys armes too. 

Then) he be-thojte hym, and I do soo, 

I notte per -of what liarme myghte falle. 
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And ryghte a-non) )>«>•-wytA-alle 
He gan) to Syghe fulle py tuosly: 

“ Medame,” he sayde, “ I axe mercy 
Off yow pat arne so mercyable, 

For I wolle make to yow no ffabelle, 
Butte telle yow playnely my desece, 
In howpe yow re wrathc to a-pese 
And stoppe alle yowre malencoly. 
Thys ys pe soJ>e, medame, pat I 
Happed to chase a wylde beste 
Yender in Arderne, pat huge foreste. 
A bore hyt was, I wolle not ly, 

After hym so faste I ganne to hy, 
Tylle derke nyghte felle vppofl me; 
And pen I mvghte no lenger see 
Thys wylde borre forth to chase. 

And J»en I po$te to chese a place 
Where-In pat I myghte be 
Herberowed; an hy vppon) a tre 
I me sette for very ffere, 

For I sawe alle a-bowte me where 


Wylde bestes fulle J>yke layen). 

I was fulle Sore a-ferde to dyen) 

Alle pat nyghte, tylle hyt was daye. 
And In )>e mornynge for so|>e I snye 
A shyppe rydynge in pe see. 

Thyder po$te to liye me, 

And [when] I to J>e shyppe kame, 
Off )>e fayrenes grette kepe I name, 
And per I howped refresshyd to be. 
Theder-In perfore I hyed me 
Wyth myne hakeney in my honde. 
And Jrns, medame, in-to thys londe 
I am come and in-to J>ys cyte, 


Where-of ye clayme lady to be, 
And in-to bedde wyt/i-owten) leve. 


Ther-fore I pray yowe nojte to greue. 
For alle )>ys day in pe towne 
I haue go both vppe and downe. 

1382. any crossed out before an. 
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command. 


Partonope 
•aka her 
permission 
to stay. 
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threatens 

him. 


Mao) ne chylde cowde I non) see; 

And Jms my-solfe I herborowed me; 1404 

Where-fore, my lady, mercy I cry. 

For truly, medame, po$e I shulde dy, 

And I shulde departe yowe fro, 

I notte to home ne wheder to go. 1408 

I knowe no cuntre fer ne nere, 

And )>us I am yowre presonere. 

Blessyd be fortune )>at wyt/i hys whele 

Hath alle my sorowe turned to wele, 1412 

For per I wende wyt/i wylde beste 

Haue be deuowred in yon) fforeste, 

HaJ»e me sende in-to yowre honde, 

Jjat arne chyffe lady of alle J>ys londe, 1416 

To be ray lady and my gyde. 

What euer ye wolle J>«t me be-tyde, 

I wolle J>e same, what euer hyt be, 

My dere lady, haue mercy on) me.” 1420 

“ Sir,” sayde pys lady, “ I haue not to do 
Off pyne ese ne of J»yne woo, 

Butte faste I bydde pe hey )>e henne. 

For wytte ryghte weH Jwt I haue men) 1424 

J3«t wolle a-raye the fulle Ille, 

And )>er-fore wyth ]>y goode wylle 
I conselle pe faste hens to gone. 

Wette ryghte welle I am not allone.” 1428 

“ MAdame,” he sayde, “ hyt ys no Ekylle, 

Ne resone ney)>er, but by yowre wylle, i8] 

That euer I shulde here he[r]borowde be, 

Saue onely porowe yowre benygnite 1432 

And yowre gracius homanhede, 

Where-of I truste ye wolle take hede.” 

“ SyT, hyt nedythe no man) yowe teche 

Off fantesy ne of ffayre speche,” 1436 

Sayde thys lady. “ I fele ryghte welle, 

Butte alle )>ys helpeth pe neuer a delle, 

For )K>^e powe were as worthy a knyghte 

As eue»' was moste worthy, be nyghte 1440 

I haue knyghtes faste me be-syde 

1486. s crossed out before ot. 
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That shulle a-bate alle thy pryde.” 

“ M Adame,” sayde Partonope, 

“ Gode for-bede pat euer shulde be 1444 

In me founde suche a-vyse, 

Ye mygbte welle saye I were to nyse, 

Yowe to showen) dysdayne or pryde. 

For I woH neuer be but glade to a-byde 1448 

And stonde to yowre ordynaunce, 

And what euer so be my happe or chawnce, 

Jjoje yowre knyghtes shulde me slene, 

I wolle no ferther, I may not flene. 1452 

I say for me I wolle not ryse. 

I can) not J»ynke In what wyse 
I niyghte owte of J>ys chamber passe. 

I putte me holy in yowre grace.” 1456 

“ Syr,” she sayde, “ ryse vppe a-none, 

And I my-selfe woH vryth pe gone, 

And to J>e dore I wolle J>e lede. 

Thy[s] ys ray conselle and my rede. 1460 

Yeffe of my conselle ye geffe no forse, 

To-morowe ye shulle wyt h wylde horse 
Be alle to-drawc as sone as daye, 

Thys ys fulle sothe, wyt/i-owten) nay.” . 1464 

“ MEdarac,” he sayde, “truly, 

I may not go, I am so wery, 

Ther-fore yowre mercy euer I cryc. 

And yeff so be pat I shalle dye, 1468 

And vryth my detfie I may yowe plese, 

Thys ys to me a ryghte grette ese. 

For yeff ye woH I drawe be 

Wyth hors and hongert on) a tre, 1472 

Rather J>en) we de-parte a-twyfl, [leaf is, back] 

I geffe yowe lefe wyth-owte syfl 
Thys to sle me, so Gode me saue, 

Recke I not yowre mercy to haue.” 1476 

Thys yonge man), thys Partonope, 

What more to sey wotte not he 
But suffer hys payne pacyently, 

In truste, in howpe to haue her mercy. 1480 

1419. to yowre crossed out before stonde. 
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He syked softely, he lyethe fulle stylle, 

As he fat dar not say owte hys wylle. 

When thys lady )>ys sykynge herde, 

Here herte wytA-in her body fferde 
Lyke as fe leffe dothe on) a tre, 

When hyt ys blowe, as fou may see, 

WytA hydowesse wynde find tempaste grette. 

Here body was colde, yette dyd she swete; 

Hyt seined as fowe hyt had be 
Travelyd wytA fat in-ffyrmyte 
That ffefer ys cleped, or else fe agwe. 

She gan) her repente arul also rewe 
Off thys desese fat slio had do 
To fe chylde; sho fojte also 
He was but yonge and tender of age, 

Borne and broglite forjie of heye parage. 

“ Allas,” she fojte, “ fe ylke nyghte and whyle 
pat eu er I shulde hym so fowle revyle, 

As fowe he were of no degre.” 

In here herte she gan) to haue pyte. 

Faste vppon) hym fe mastery take, 

Sho fojte fully a-mendes to make. 

And wytA )>at she be-gan) to wepe; 

The ters ranne downe by here cheke. 

Sho sobbed, she syked petuesly, 

Sho porposed her to aske mercy 
Off hym fat fayne wolde mercy haue. 

Nowe me pynketh, so Gode me saue, 

Sho owte of very liomanhede 
Off hys desese to take grette hede. 

And so sho dyd, J>ys ys no naye ; 

For also syker as any daye, 

Ther ys in erthe no-fynge * so kynde 

As be fys wymmen), ther as fey fynde 

Here serwandes trewe and stydfaste. [leaf 19] 

Ther-fore fys lady at the laste 

f 03 te fulle on) hym to haue pyte. 
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She hafe lost* here wordes of cruelte, 

And sykethe and wepyth tenderlye. 

And fen) a-none fulie softely, 1520 

Ther as sho fryste to liyin warde laye, 

On) here ryghte syde, fys ys no nnye, 

Fro hym sho turned to fe lyfte syde. 

So nye hym sho fo$te sho nolde not abyde. 1524 

And fus sho lyethe as stylle as a stonne. 

Then) fo$te fys chylde : “What shalle I done? 

Sho ys turned a-way fro me. 

I wolle here folowe, what euer Sho be.” 1528 

Fro hym) he putto forthe hys honde. 

He soghte f.iste, tylle f«t he fonde 
Thys yonge lady, I yowe ensewre. 

But suche a-nother creature 1532 

He ffelte neuer of flesche ami bonne, 

And nere fys lady he gan) to gonne. 

Ouer here hys arme he gan) to laye, 

Thys ys sofe as I yowe saye. 1536 

So softe, so clene she was to fele 
\)at where he was he wyste not welle. 

Plesaunce had hym ouer-come 

pat aH hys wyttes were fro hym nome. 1540 

Whan fys lady hys honde can) fele, 

Whatte to done sho wotte not welle • 

But ferasely hys honde sho put a-gayne, 

Turned her to hym warde, and sayde : “ Lette ben)! 1544 
Be warre,” sho sayde, “ whatte woH ye do ?" 

Thys chylde no-fyuge durste say fe?--to ' 

For very shame, but stylle he laye 

Ney alle fe nyghte tylle on) fe dave. 1548 

Thys laye fey stylle be on) a-corde, 

He durete not speke for alle fe worlde. 

Thys lay fey stylle, tylle at fe laste 

After hya lady he gan) to graspe 1552 

Wyth hys honde fuH cowardely. 

And forth wyt/j-att fuH fasto bye 

Thys ffayre lady he can) hym laye. [leaf i?», i-ackj 
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She is 
sud, 


and begins 
to weep. 


Partonope 

comforts 

feer. 


For shame he durste no worde seye 1556 

Tylle longe and late, and atte f>e laste 
Hys araie ffreshely he ouer her caste, 

And she hyt suffered paayentlye. 

Than) sayde sho to hym fuH mekely: 1560 

“ For J>e loue of Gode, I praye yowe lette be.” 

And wylh \>at worde a-none ganne he 
In hys armes her faste to hym brase. 

And fulle softely |>en) sho sayde : “ Allas ! ” 1564 

And her legges sho gan) to knytte, 

And wyt/i hys knees he gan) hem on)-shote. 

And J>er-wytA-aH she sayde: “Syr, mercy !" 

He wolde not lefe ne be J)er-by; 

For of her wordes toke he no hede ; 

But J>ys a-way her maydenhede 
HaJ>e he jjen) rafte, and geffe her hys. 

Thus Entergamynyd they I-wys. 

Suche game a-fore he neuer a-sayde. 

Thys yonge lady was alle dysmayde 
Off her-sclfe, for trewly she 
In suche a plyjte had neuer erste be.* 

Thus hajie she sufferyd, sho scyeth ryjte nojte, 

Butte lyetfie fulle stylle alle in a thojte, 

Tylle atte J>e laste, wyUi voyse fuH basse, 

Twyes she sayde : “Allas, alias, 1580 

That I am sore and also wery ! 

For, syr, I telle yowe truly, 

Had I had strenghte or ells myghte, 

I dar welle say In aH J>ys fflyghte 1584 

Ye shulde not haue had )>at now ye haue. 

But welle I wotte, so Gode me safe, 

Myne a-mendes ys ad I-made.” 

And wytA yat worde she wox all sadde, 1588 

And tenderly she gan) to wepe. 

“My sorowe,” sho sayde, “ys not to seke.” 

£at worde herde Partonope. 

“My dere herte,” J>en) sayde he, 1592 

“ Be not heuy, ne be not wrothe, 

For I wolle make to yow an) wothe, 

1566. on] o like a. 1576. MS. ben). 
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As so re as eu er ye wolle me charge. 

Jio^e I were ryghte nowe at large, 1596 

As I am yowre presonere, 

I wolle be bothe ferre ami nere 

at your? 

• * • 

Off mony a semely manne they me tolde, [leaf 20 j 
Off knyghtes pat were in batayle full bolde, 1600 

Off mony on) fulle of gentylnes. 

Butte for to speke of more or lesse, 

They that in Frauncc liaue be, 

Toke grette hede in eue?-y degre 
Wyche bcste shulde be for my pro we. 

Than) had they moste Ioye of yowe. 

Jjey tolde me they had fownde 
A man), to seche J>e worlde so rownde, 

Suche a-uother myglite nonne be 
Fownde ther-In in alle degre. 

Semely he was ami also yonge, 

And cosyn) he was vn-to fe kynge, 

Broghte for)>e and borne of hey degre. 

Hys name [they sayde] ys Partonope. 

Off yowe they tolde so grette goodenessc, 

Off hey bewte so grette noblesse, 

Of curtesy so grette abondans, 

\iat )>orowe alle J»o rename of Fraunce 
Off gentylnes ye bere |>e pryse, 

As off yowre age also ryghte wyse. 

1598. Catch-word At your*. The vellum ends here . the rest of the 
MS. is written on jxiper. One leaf scarcely more , is lost in the 
middle. The Lady here makes herself known as Queen of Byzan¬ 
tium. As the Lords of the Empire wished her to marry , she had 
sent envoys round all the world. 

1606. hod ? crossed out before had. 

1620. As) MS. a kind of inverted short 8, somewhat like a d. It 
may have been meant for as or and. 
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1 A man), To seche the worlde Rounde, 
Swiche a-nother mygtit none be 1609 
Founde as he was in alle degree. 

Semely he was and also ring, ['lean] 
And coeyn) nygh vn-to the kvng, 1612 
Brought forthe and brone of hygh degree. 
Hys name they sayde ys Partanope. 


Of yow tolde so grete goodenesse, 

So hygh beaute, so raochett nobylnesse. 
Of curtasy so grete habundaunce, 1617 
That thurgh-oute alle the Rewme of 
Fraunce 

Of gentylnesse ye beryth the pryse. 
And as of yong age also Rypht wyse. 
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that the 
at once fell 
in lo?e with 
him, 


end deter¬ 
mined to go 
to France. 


She landed 
at Treiport. 


Thys was proclaymed J>e hey renovvne 
Off yowre manhode )>orowe euery towne. 

Of yowre hey worshyppe when I hyt herile, 
Trewly, my Ioye, myn) herte fferde 
As [tho$e] hyt hadde ffully bo 
For euer rauesshyd [awey] fro me. 

And gode of loue Jw-wytA a-none 
So sharpely shotte hys fyre flone 
Thorowte myne ere in-to myne herte 
Jiat In no wyse I myghte a-sterte 
To yowe onely for to obeye me 
To loue yowe bestc in alle degre. 

J)en porposyd I me a-none 
fiat In-to Fraunce I wolde gon> 

To haue knowlage of yowre pe>-sone, 

And thus my-selfe aH a-lone 
Shope me for to passe J>e see. 

V?i/th me )>er were [but] nmydenes iij. 

And streyghte in-to Normande 
Ouer the see, not for to lye, 

I Say led, and ryued atte a porte, 

Wyche hauen) [ys] I-named Tresporte. 

Frome thens streyghte in-to Fraunce 
I yede to see the Ordynaunce 
Off )>e kynge and of hys mayne. 

And ther I sawe, my loue, ho we ye 
Were moste playinge w yth )>e kynge. 

Hyt semed weH he louyd yowe a-bofe aH pynge ; 


[leaf 20, beck] 
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1628 


1632 


1636 


1640 


1644 


1648 


Univ. 

Thus was proclaimed the hygh renown) 
Of youre manhode tliurgh euery thown). 
Of youre hye worship when I hit 
herde, 

Trewly, my Ioye, myn) hert ferde 1624 
As thogh hit hadde fully be 
For euer ravesshed a-way fro me. 

And god of love therwith a-none 
So sharply shotte hys fyry flone 1628 
Thurgh-oute myn) Ere in-to my hert 
That in no wyse I myght astert 
But oncly for to obey me 
To love yow best in alle degree. 1632 
And tham) I purposid me a-none 
That I wolde in-to Fraunce gone 


Coll. MS. 

To haue knowlech of youer person e, 
And thus my-self alle alone 1636 
Shope me for to passe the See. 

Wyth me were but mayndens thre, 
And streyght in-to Normandye 
Ouer the See, not for to lye, 1640 
I sayled, and Ryved at aporte, 

Which haven) ys named Tresporte. 
From) thennys atreight in-to Fraunce 
I yede to see the ordynaunce 1644 
Or the kyng and of his meyne, 

And there I sawe, my love, how ye 
‘Were moost Plesyng with the kyng. 
Hyt semed he loved yow a-boue alle 
thyng ; ['leaf 1, back] 164& 
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Alle \>at ye dyd was hys a-corde, 

Ye were be-louyd wyt h alle ]>e worlde. 

There sawe I yowe ffryste, my nowne Ioye. 
Heuy I was to departe yowe ffro. 
xv dayes I sogemyd ther; 

And J»at tyine myne herte dyd lere 
A-boue alle other to loue yowe beste. 

And streyghte fro thens to Jie fforeste 
Off Arderne )>e kynge shope liyin to come 
To chasse J>e boo re,* as he was wonne. 

Alle thys dyd I J>orowe my crafte, 

Tylle I hadde yowe frome hy?» rafte. 

The boore I made so faste to file, 

For I wyste welle, my loue, ye 
WytA cruelie herte ye wolde hy»n chasse. 

And so ye dyd, tylle in sucfce place 
He yowe broghte, tylle ye ne wyste 
Where J?at ye were in J>at fforeste. 

Thys borre aH day chassed ye, 

Tylle nyghte ffvlle on), ye myghte not se. 

And* on) the morowe, when hyt was daye, 

I made yowe se a shyppe fulle gaye 
By an) anker rydynge on) the see. 

Alle J>ys was made by crafte of me. 

Thys crafte I dyd, yette more I can). 

In alle j>ys tyme sawe [me] no man), 

Ne noghte shalle vn-to J>e daye 
\)al I be weddyd, J)ys ys no naye. 

1658. boore] MS. dere. 1669. And] MS. Tylle. 
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Alle that ye dyd was his a-corde, Wyth cruett hert wolde liym chaace. 

Ye were be-lovyd of alle the worlde. And so ye dyd tylle in swche place 
There see I yow first, myn)owne Ioye. He yow brought, tyl ye ne wyst 1665 

Hevy I was to departe fro yow away. Where that ye were in that forest. 

Fyftene dayes I soiourned there ; 1653 This boore alle day thus chased ye, 

And in this tyme myn) hert did here Tylle nyght fylle on), ye myght not see. 
A-boue alle other to love yow best And in the morow, whan) hit was day, 

And streyght from) thens to the forest I made yow see a Shipp futt gay 1670 

Of Ardern) the kyng shope hym) to come By Ankyr rydyng in the See. 

To chaace the Boore, as he was wonne. Alle this was made thorow crafte of me. 

Alle this dyd I thurgh my crafte, Thys crafte dyd I, yet more I canne. 

Tylle I haa yow from) hym) rafte. 1660 Of alle this tyme say me no man), 

The Boore I made so fast flee, Ne not ne shaft in-to that day 1675 

For wele I wyst, my love, that yee That I be weddyd, thys ys no nay. 
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She bed 
made every¬ 
thing reedy 
for him in 
the city, 


but he pro¬ 
ceeded on 
hi* way, 


Where-fore, my loue, I yowe praye 
That ye neuer here-after J»ynke ne saye 
That I shulde euer to hasty bee 
To loue lyghtely, in no degre, 

To \xsri orme any other hys plesyre, 
Alle-thowe I suffer yowre desyre. 

For when ye enteryJ in-to thys cyte, 

I had ordeyned, my loue, J»at ye 
Shulde haue byn) herberyd at yowre ese. 
For alle pynge pat myghte yowe plese, 
As ferforthe as Gode sende me wytte, 

I hadde fully ordeyned hyt 
In a palys fulle delectabelle— 

Leuythe hyt well, |>ys ys no ffabelle— 
Ther I had ordayned ye shulde haue be 
Seruyd worchypfully for yowre degre, 
Tylle I had holde my parlemente, 

And alle my lordes, be on) a-sente, 
Hadden) fully a-cordette be 
That ye shulde haue wedded me. 

And I pojte be on) a-corde 

Ye shulde haue be my souerayne lorde. 

In-to a palys, pat ys large and wyde, 

I sawe yowe enter, and )>er-In a-byde 
Wolde ye notte; but In )>e palys 
Jkxt pryncipalle was, a-pon |>e deyse, 
Homely ye sate, my nowne swete. 


[leaf 21] 
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1700 
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Where-fore, my love, I yow pray 1677 That I had ordeynyd ye shulde haue be 

That neuer here-after ye thynk ne say Serryd worshipfully for youre degree, 

That I shulde euer to hasty be Tylle I had holde my parlament, 1693 

To love lyghtly in ony degree 1680 And alle my lordys, by one assent. 

To parfourme now alle my desyre, Hadde fully therto accorded be 

Theifore I suffer alle youre plesyre. That ye shulde haue weddyd me. 1696 

For whan) ye entred in-to this Gitee, And thus I though[t] by her acoorde 

I had ordeynyd, my love, that yee Ye shulde haue ben) my aouerayn) 

Shulde haue ben) herbowred at youre lord. 

ease. [Heart] 1685 In-to a paleys, that ys large and wyde, 

1 For alle thyng that myght yow please, I say yow entre, and theryn) a-byde 

As ferforth as euer God sent me wytte, Wolde ye not / but in the paleys, 1701 

I hadde fully ordeynyd hite 1688 That principal was / there vppon) the 

In a paleys futt delectable— days 

Leuyth wett this ys no fable— Homely ye seeten), myn) owne swete. 
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There sawe I yowe botfce drynke and ete. 1704 

And after fat, when fat ye luste, 

To a chamber ye wente to haue yowre reste. 

Ye spared not In-to my bedde 

Homely to* gonne, alle on)-ledde. 1708 

On)-ware of me I fynde yowe here. 

Ryghte welcome be ye, my herte dere, 

My hertes Ioy, myn) erthely make. 

In euylle I pray yowe ye ne take 1712 

Tho^e I suffer' yowi* plesauns. 

I se fat hyt ys the ordynauns 

OfE gode of loue, howe sore me smerte. 

Hyt was me shape or then) my serke.” 1716 

“ MI dere lady,” sayde Partonope, 

“ By yowre wordes I fele fat ye 
Haue byseed yowe botfte ferre and nere 
Off myne astate besely for to enquere. 1720 

By yowre wordes I fele ryghte wclle [leaf 2 i, back] 

Ye knowe my conselle euery delle, 

Wheder hyt hafe ben) wysdome ofer foly. 

Ther-fore wy\Ji alle my herte nowe I 1724 

Thanke yowe, my nowne herte dere, 

Off thys plesauns fat I had here. 

Where-fore I pray yow euer fat ye 

Wolle fynke fat I shalle euer be 1728 

Trewe to yowe wyt/t-owten varyans, 

1708. to] MS. ye. 1718. fl crossed out before fele. 

1724. MS. alle twice. 


till at lot 
the And* 
him in her 
bed. 


Partonope 
thanks tne 
Lady for lit# 
welcome al.e 
has given 
him, 


and protests 
that lie will 
always be 
feithful to 
her. 
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There say I yow bothe drynk and ete. 
And afterward 1 , when) ye lyst, 1705 
To chambyr ye went to hane youre 
Rest 

Ye spared not in-to my bedde 
Homely to gone alle vnbeede, 1708 
Vnware of me I fynde yow here. 

Ryght welcome ye be, myn) hert dere, 
Myn) hertys Ioye, myn erthly make, 

In euytt I pray yow that ye ne take 
Though I suffre alle youre pleaannce, 
Sythen) I see hyt ys the ordynaunce 
Of god of love, how sore I smert. 

Hyt was me ahape rather than) my 
•hert” 1716 
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M Y dere lady," sayde Partanope, 
“ By youre wordes I see that yee 
Haue besyed yow bothe ferre and nere 
Of myn) astate besyly to enquere. 1720 
For by youre wordes I fele ryght wele 
That ye know my gonernaun[c]e euery 
dele, 

Whether hyt hath be wisdom) or ellys 
foly, [* leaf 1, back] 

There-fore wyth alle myn) hert now I 
1 Thank yow, myn) owne herte dere, 

Of this plesaunce that I hane now here. 
Where-fore thogh that euer ye 
Wylie thynk that I shaft euer be 1728 
Trew to yow wythouten) varyaunce, 
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Parlonope 


warns 

against 

jealousy. 


And euer-more gladde to do yowe plesauns 
A-bofe alle other creature; 

Thys I am redy yowe to ensewre 1732 

By othe or bonde, or in whatte wyse 
Yowre gentylle herte can) beste deuyse. 

Welle I wotte I am yowe dere, 

Sethe ye haue chose me to be yowre ffere.* 1736 

Ne trewly I can) not Jiynke J>at ye 

Wolle euer in any wyse be 

Wonne lyghtely frame me in any wyse, 

Suche tho 3 te in me shalle neuer ryse. 1740 

Ne In yowre herte lette no ffoly 
Brynge to yowre mynde }>at Ielosy 
Shulde euer suche a master be 

)3at I shulde J>ynkc, my lady, £at ye 1744 

In yowre herte cowde be vntrewe, 

Or lyghtely chaunge [me] for a newe. 

For welle I wotte here be-fore 

I haue dracl Ielosy, butte [n]euer-more 1748 

Efter thys day haue hyw in mynde 
)3at ffals traytore J>at ofte reste vnkynde, 

That loueres made vnstydfaste 

Tylle here loues, tyH at J>e laste 1752 

Here grette louc was broghte to hate, 

And after J>at for euer debate. 

1736. MS. sethe (or sethen) I haue chose yowe to be my ffere. 
1746. Second chaunge crossed out. 

1749. myn crossed out before mynde. 

1752. loueres crossed out before loues. 
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And euer-more gladde to do yow ples- 
aunce 

A-boue any erthly creature ; 

This am I redy yow to ensure 1732 
By othe or bonde in what wyse 
Youre gentyle hert best canne devyse. 
And welle i wote I am) youre dere, 
Syth ye haue chose me to youre feere, 
Ne trewly I canne not thynk that ye 
Wolde euer in ony wyse be 1733 

Wonne lyghtly in me in ony wyse 
Swych thought fro me shall neuer a- 
ryse. 1740 

Ne in youre hert let no foly 


Bryng to youre mynde that Ielowsy 
Shalt euer so ouer-maystry me 
That I shulde thynk. my lady, that ye 
In youre hert couth be vntrew, 1745 
Or lyghtly chonge me for ony new. 

For wele I wote here be-fore 
I haue dredde Ielowsy, but neuer-more 
After this day haue hym in mynde 1749 
That fals traytoure that ofte ys vnkynde, 
Hath lovers made and vnstedfast 
To her loves, tylle at the last, 1752 
There grete love was / hath brought in 
hate, 

And afterwarde eucrmore a debate. 
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And alle by3 crafte ys but fals ymagynacion) 

Off pat was neuer put in exsecucione ; 1756 

As ofte tyme a man)shalle dreme a J>ynge 
pat ys in-possibett, and yet in slepynge 
He shalle wene hyt myghte be ryghte weH, 

And pat hyt were as so)>e as J>e gospelle. 1760 

Thya case felle onus in thys same londe cie&r 22 j 

Off a man) J>at bare hys wyffe on) honde 

pat he was Cokooide, and sho was to hym vntrewe, 

For euery day pat lie wolde loue a newe. 1764 

Yette cowde he neuer put Jjys J>ynge in preve. 

J)at he was cokooide, hyt was hys fulle be-leve, 

And euer hys wyffe wepte and sayde naye. 

The sely woman) was In grette affruye, 1768 

And he so sore ymagened of pi/s thynge 
That on) a nyghte, as he lay slepynge,° 
lelosy Jiojte he wolde make hym a-fferde. 

He J>o$te he sawe hys neyjliore drawe owte hys swerdo, 1772 
And fulle hys scawbarte he }>o$te pat he pyssert. 

hen he had don), where he be-come he nyste. 

Owte of hys slepe woddely he a-woke, 

hor-ferde of lelosy aH hys body quoke. 1776 

“ Owte, alias! ” sayde he, “ pat I was boore ! 

Nowe hyt ys worse J»en euer hyt was be-fore. 
hor welle I wotte be myne ymaginacion) 

The dcde ys done and put in exsecucion). 1780 

My dreme liafe showed me by expereauns 
He pat pyssed 1 he[re]in my presauns 
In my scawbarde, he ha)>e don) pe dcde.” 

And pus lelosy haj»e quytte )>e foie hys mede. 1784 

And ferfore putte lelosy owte of mynde ; 

For In pat case ye shalle me neuer ffynde, 
bat euer mystrustye shalle I to yowe be. 

And do J>© same, why lie pat ye lyffe, to me; 17S8 

And J>en shalle owre hertes stonde in reste, 

And eche of vs shalle welle o|>er truste. 


An example 
of the effect* 
of jealousy. 


Univ. Coll. MS. 

And alle hys crafte ys but fals Imagi¬ 
nation) 


Of thyng that neuer was putt in exe- 
cucion); 1756 

As ofte tyme a man) shaft dreme of 
thyng 

That is vnpossyble, and yett in slepyng 
He shaft wene byt myght be ryght wele, 
And that hit were as sothe as gospett. 
PARTONOFE. 


And ther-fore puttyth Ielowsy oute of 
mynde; 1785 

for in that caas ye shutt me neuer fynde 
That euer mystrusty shaft I to yow be. 
And do the same, whyle ye lyve, to 
n; e ; [laafs] 

And than) shulde bothe oure hertys 
stonde in rest, 1789 

For eche of vs shaft other welle treat. 
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Pirtonope 
withes to see 
the Lady v 


bat she can¬ 
not comply 
with his 
desire till 
one year and 
a half has 
passed. 


In the mean¬ 
time he may 
have all 
kinds of 
pleasures. 


But yff I yowe louyit, for sojje I were vnkynde. 

To do my plesauns euer redy I yowe ffynde. 1792 

Ther-to so softe, so fayre shape ye be, 

\)at and hyt lyke yowe I myghte yowe onus see, 

Ye shulde J>er-wytA do me so hey plesauns, 

Hyt shulde neuer passe owt-e of my remembrauns.” 1796 
“ MI swete loue,” sayde )>ys lady fre, 

“ Ye shalle not fayle no nyghte to haue me 
Redy to pnrforme yowre hertes desyre. 

In kyssynge, in felynge, and in aH )>at may be plesyre, 1800 
To yowe, my herte, I wolle euer redy be; 

Safe onely syghte desyre )>at noghte of me, [U»fK,bwki 
Tylle tynie come, wyche ys neyder fer ne nere 
Butte too yere hen) and euefl halfe a yere. 1804 

Thys shalle to yowe be no hevy a-bydynge. 

Off me ye shalle haue playe, speche, and ffelynge, 
Howndes [and] liawkes ye shalle haue eke I-nowe, 

Mules and stedes also to here yowe 1808 

Bo the in foreste and eke also In ryvere, 

Where euer ye luste, ferre or else nere. 

Clothes of sylke ye shalle haue goode and fyne, 

Fyshe and fflesslie, goode bredde and eke goode wyne, 1812 
Fayre townes and castelles to heH In your hede, 

And euery nyghte a f.iyre* and a softe bedde, 

1807. MS. perhaps ek. 1814. MS. adds fyre a/Ur fayre. 
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But I yow loued, for sothe I were vn¬ 
kynde. 

To my plesaance euyr redy I yow fynde. 

Therto so softe, so fayre shapte be ye. 

That and hit lykyd yow I myght yow 
onys see, 

Ye Bhnlde do me therwith so hye ples¬ 
aance, 

Hyt shulde neaer passe oute of my 
remem braunce." 1796 

Y swete loue," sayde this lady 
free, 

“ A nyghtys ye shalle redy haue me 

To parforme alle yoore hertys desyre. 

In kyssyng, in feelyng at alle youre 
plesyre 1800 

To yow, my hert, I wylle euer redy be ; 

Sauo onely syght desyre ye not of me, 

Tylle tyme come, which ys nother 
ferre ne nere 


Digitized by Google 


But two yere henne and one half a 
yere, 1804 

This shaft to yow be none hevy a- 
bydyng. 

Of me ye shalle haue speche, play, and 
felyng. 

Howndys and hawkys ye shuffe haue 
y-now, 1807 

Mulys and Stedys redy to bere yow 
Bothe in-to forest and in-to Rynere, 
Where euer ye lust, ferre or ellys 
nere. 

Clothis of Sylk ye shaft haue goode 
and fyne, 

Fysshe and flessh, goode Brede and 
ryght goode wyne, 1812 

Fayre townes ana Castellys to hylle in 
youre hede, 

And euery nyght a fayre and a softe 
l>edde. 
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And me per-In redy yowe to comforte, 

Wyth alle my lierte to make yowe dysporte. 1816 

Other* company gete ye non) but me 
Off no man) ne woman, tyH J>ese yeres be 
Passed and goft and fully broghte to ende. 

And be J>at tyme J>ynge pat ys nowe blynde, 1820 

Shalle be to yowe ryghtc opou) I-nowe. 

Ye shaH se aH folke, and aH folke shaH se yowe. 

Be conseH of my kynges* ye shalle J»en se 
I shaH be wedded vn-to yowe, Partonope.* 1824 

In thys mene whyle hyt shalle so ordenyte be 
bys loue be-twyn) vs shaH be kepte preve. 

Be then shalle aH pe londe be [on] a-corde 

Assento ye shalle be my souerayne lorde. 1828 

[Thynkytli not this tyme shaH be to longe ;] 

pys ys acorde be-twyn) my lordes and me, 

bat alle pys tyme sene shalle ye not be, 

Tylle I haue chosen) sucfce on) J>at lyketh me. 1832 

Nowe haue I chose soche on) as me luste to haue. 

Alle }>ys dydde I for yowe, so Gode me safe, 
be order of knyghtehode in )>ya tyme shaH ye take, 
be pepuH may yowe J>en in no wyse for-sake. 1836 

Hyt shaH on) yowe J>en be so semely a syghte 
bat J»orowe J>e worlde' fey cowde not chese a knyghte 
1823. kynges] MS. knyghtes. 1824. MS. Partonape. 


She will join 
him every 
night; 
otherwise tie 
is to be 
alone. 


When the 
time hss 
expired, he 
is to marry 
the Queen 
by the 
assent of all 
her lords. 
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And me ther*in redy yow to Comforte, 
Wyth alle my herte to mako yow 
dysporte. 1816 

Other company gete ye none but me 
Of man) ne woman), tylle these yeres be 
Passyd and gone and fully brought to 
ende. 

And by that tyme thyng that now ya 
blynde, 1820 

Shalt be thenne to yow ryght opyn) 
y-nowe. 

Ye shulle see alle folke, and they shatt 
see yow. 

Be Coonsiyle of alle my kyngys ye 
shaH than) see 

I shaft be weddyd to yow, Partanope. 
In this meane while hit shaH so 
ordeynyd be 1825 

Thia love betwen) vs shaH be kept 
pryvee. 


Be than) shaH alle my londe by one 
a-corde ps*fs,b«ck) 

Assent that ye shaH be my aouerayn) 
lorde. 1828 

Thynkyth not this tyme shaH be to 
longe; 

Thia ys the agTement of my londe, 

That sav ah this tyme I shal not be 
Weddyd / tylle I haue chose suche as 
lyketh me. 1832 

Now haue I chosen) one as me lyketh 
to haue. 

Alle this I dyd for yow, so God me 
save. 

The ordre of knyght in this tyme shah 
ye take, 1835 

The peple than) may not yow forsake. 
Of yow than) shah be so semely a syght 
That in the worlde they cowde not 
chese a knyght 

F. 2 
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Befog of 
Hector's 
blood. 


be must 
show him- 
self sn ac¬ 
complished 
knight. 


A more a-beller to be here gouemowre, 

j3o$e )>ey wolde haue here lorde an) Emperowre. 1840 

Off Ectorys blode ye be J>at worthy knyghte, 

Where euer pie were] In batelle or in fyghte 
Off knyghte-hode euer he bare J»e pryse a-waye. 

Ye know thys wylle, hyt may ueuer be saydo nay. 
Alle-way he louyde cheualrye. 1845 

pys was on) cause, my dere herte, J>at I 
Chesse yowe to be my lorde and eke my loue, 

J)ya ys trow)>e be Gode )>at syttethe a-bofe. 1848 

And sethe ye be come of gentylle blode, 

Off Ector of Troye, )>at sette no pryse be goode, 

Butte sette hys loue euer in knyghte-hode, 

Loke ye sewe for|>e J>at no-belle blode, 1852 

And sette yowre herte euer in cheualry. 

Loke In yowre pei-sone fayle no curtesy, 

And be lowly to smale as welle as to grete, 

J)at men) mo we say )>at passe by )>e strete : 1856 

“ Loo, yender go]>e the welle of gentylnes.” 
bus shaH ye bere the name of hey nobles. 

Thys }>orowe )>e londe of yowe shalle ryse a fame, 
bat )>orowe ]»e worlde Enhaunsed sliaH be your name, 1860 
Wyche shalle be so hey a Ioye to me 
bat I may )>onke Gode \a\. I may see 

1849. MS. possibly aethen. 


Univ. 

A more able to be her governoure. 
Though they wolde haue to her lorde 
an Emperoure. 1840 

Of Ectora blode ye be that worthi 
knyght, 

Where euer he were in batayle or 
fjrght, 

Of knyghthode he bare the pryse a-wey. 
Ye knowe this; hit may not be sayde 
nay.* 1844 

A-boue alle thyngys he loved cheualry. 
This was oo cause, myn) liert, that I 
Chese yow to my lorde and eke my 
love, 

This ys trouth by God that sytteth a- 
boue. 1848 

And syth ye be come of gentyle bloode, 
Of Ector that sette no pryse by goode. 


Coll. MS. 

But sette his lust in high knyghthode, 
Loke yow sew forth that mannode, 
And sette youre hert euer in cheualry. 
And in youre persone lat fayle no 
curtasy 1854 

And lowlynesse bothe to smalle and 
grete, 

That they may say, as ye passe by strete: 
“ Loo, yonder gotlie the welle of gentyl- 
nesse.” 1857 

Thus sbait ye bere the name of 
nobylnesse. 

Thorow the lande of yow shaft ryse a 
fame, 

And enhaunced shal be youre name, 
Which shaft so hye Ioye to me be 
That I myght thauk God that day to 


1841-45. Invatetl order of lints in MS. 
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pat ylke daye pat y was so full of grace 

pat I be-sette my loue In so goode a place, 1864 

To se my loue fe worthyeste of )>e worlde. 

And goode, sw[e]te herte, bej>e* no we of myn) a-corde, 

And be not heuy, thowe ye may* notte se 

As yet my persone; for trewly ]\yt shaH not be 

Here after-warde owre botlies beste. 

Lette no socbe pojtes reve yowe of yo«r reste, 

And loke here-after ye neuer desyrious be 

Be'crafte ofNygromansy to haue J>e syghte of me, 

Vn-to pe tyme pe day be come and goo 

pat we mo wo openly ehowe vs botbe too. 

For yeff ye do, trewly ye shalle be dedde. 

Ye mowe not scape, to ley a lasse wedde, 

And I shulde lese my name for euer-moo. 

My goode, dere herte, loke ye do neuer Soo. 

Alle socfie fantasyes, for Goddys loue, lette be; 

A-bofe aH Jtynge hauo mercy, my swete loue, on) me ! 1880 

MI fayre loue, my goode, swete herte dere, 

Off my persone haue ye no ffere. 

Demylho me not to be an) euett pynge 

That shulde be crafte yowre sowle In synne brynge, 1884 

Hytte to departe frame heuen) blysse.” [i*»rts, back] 

And wyt h pat worde she can) hym kysse, 

Wijth wepyoge, and sayde : “ For so)>e I am) 

I860. MS. ke]>e. 1867. may] MS. me. 

1869. A letter crossed out after beat*. 


1868 


1872 


1876 


It he tries to 
see her, it 
will prove 
fetal to both 
of them. 


He has 
nothing to 
fear; 
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Ye to hane goodely so moche grace ; 
Therto God seed yow bothe tyme and 
•pace. 1864 

And swete bert, be now of myn) a-corde, 
'As I haue yow chosen) for my lorde, 
And be not hevy thogh ye may not see 
My persone / yet truly hit shaft be 1868 
Here-after for oure bothes best. [» tar«] 
Let no suche thoughtes reve youre Rest, 
And here-after ye neuer desyrous be 
By ony crafte to haue the syght of me, 
In-to the tyme that day be come and 
goo 1873 

That we may opinly shew vs bothe two. 
And yf ye do otherwyse ye shaft be dede. 
Ye mow not scape, thogh ye wolde lav 
other wed 1876 


And I shulde leese my name for euer- 
moo. 

My dere hert, loke ye do neuer soo. 
Alle suche fantasyes now lat be ; 
A-bove alle thyng save my worship and 

, , 1880 
14/Ty fayre love, my swete hert dere, 

Of me feere ve not in no manere ; 
Ne demyth that I shulde be an evvft 
thyng 

That shulde youre soule to myschief 
bryng, 18 84 

Hyt to departe fully fro hevyn) blysse.” 
And with that worde She gan hym 
fast kysse. 

Wyth wepyng She sayde : “ For sothe I 

am) 


Digitized by 



Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 




British Museum MS. 


•ho li a true 
Christian, 


and will not 
•in against 
Jesus. 


Partonope 
is sorry that 
he is not 
allowed to 
see her. 


Borne ami broghte for-Jie a trewe crysten) woman), 1888 
And my lefe ys fully In Cryates lore, 

And euer hajie ben) sethe I was bore. 

Truste hyt well, my dere loue, I woH not lye, 

I truste I[n] Cryste Jiat was borne of Marye, 1892 

pat bogbto vs frome hell wyt/t hys presioua blodde. 

I aske of yowe, my herte, neuer more goode 
Butte for hys loue Jiat ye wolle loue me beste. 

)>an) may I )>ynke my herte ys sette atte roste. 

For ye shalle neuer wytte me do any Jiynge 
To Iheeu Cryste Jiat shulde be dysplesynge; 
bat ys euer and shalle be royne entente 
Fully to kepe hys commawndemeute. 

I Pray yowe, loue, Jiat ye woH do Jie same. 

A-boue alle Jiynge I loue Ihenu name. 

Off alle Jie worlde he ya lorde and ay re; 

He made erthe, water, Eyre, and ffyre. 

He ys maker of euery creature; 

He made man) euen) after hys ffygure.” 

Whan sho had sayde, Jims onsweredl Partonope : 

“ I am) ryghte gladde Jiat I may knowe and see 1908 
bat ye truste and loue Gode alrayghte. 

But sory I am) I may not haue Jie syghte 
Off yowe Jiat ben) my souereyn) lady dere. 

I shalle fulle longe Jiynke* on) Jiys ij. yere 1912 

And other halfe. Howe shall I Jims endure 1 
1890. MS. possibly sethen. 1912. MS. pynge 


1896 


1900 


1904 
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Borne A trew Crystyn) woman), 1888 
And my beleve ya fully Cryates lore, 
And euer hath ben) ayth 1 was bore. 

My love, truateth weie, I welle not lye, 
I be-leve on) Cryste that was borne of 
Mary, 1892 

That bought va wy th hya precioua bloode. 
I aske of yow neuer no more goode 
But for hia love that ye love me best. 
Than) may I think that I am) in rest. 
For to me ye shaft do that thyng 1897 
That to IIimu Cryst shulde be dya- 
plesyDg; 

This ya and euer shaft be rovn) entent 
Fully to kepe his comaundement. 

I pray yow, love, that ye wylle do the 
same. 1901 


A-boue alle thing I love IIimu ya name. 
Of alle the worlde he is lorde and Syre; 
He made erthe, water, Eyre, and fyre. 
1 He ys maker of euery creature ; 1905 
And made man) after hia fugure.” 

han) She had aaide, Thus answerid 
Partanope : [ l Inf «, back] 

“ I am)ryght gladde that know and see 
That ye trust and leeve on) God 
almyght. 1909 

But sory I am) that I may not haue the 
sygtit 

Of yow that be my lady souerayn) 
dere. 

I shaft long think on) this two yere 
And other half. How shaft I thus 
endure ? 1913 
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Lette me yowe se, and I yowe ensvre.”— 

“ Speketh not of syghte, let aH )>ea wordea be. 

I pray yowe fully ye woH haue mercy on) me, 1916 

And byse yowe aH-way myne honowre to aaue, 

And saue yowr-selfe, pat ye no harme haue.” 

Partonope ya nowe faate falle on) slepe. 

Hya fay re lady than) takethe on) hym grette kepe, 1920 
And ky8setfie hym swete, and Jjynketh fully Jmt aho 
In other heuen) kepte neuer for to be. 

Offte aho was In porpose hym to wake 

To haue more plesauna of hym pat ya her make. 1924 

Wyth hym to play was aH her mosto delyte. 

Yette alle her luste sho woH putte In reapyte. 

She ]?ojte grette trauayle aH pat nyjte had he; 

Hym to wake, hyt had ben) grette pyte. 1928 

Stylle aho lay, tylle hyt waa opyn) daye, 

That ahe myghte, In bedde as aho laye, 

Se J>e 8onne he[r] bemue sprede In so bryghte 

Jjat aH )>e chamber waa laughynge lyghte. 1932 

Thys Partonope owte of hya slepe a-woke. 

Aa he caste vp hys ey, sodenly he gan) loke 
Alle a-bowte )>e chamber ; he sey so gret a lyghte, 1935 
Alle )>e dayes of hys lyflfe he seye neuer soche a syghte. 
Grette Ioye had he of J>ys chamber, as he myghte welle. 
Butte yette was per on) )>ynge pat lyked hym no delle: 

He loked after hys lady pat he louyd soo. 1939 


Partonope 
fall* asleep. 


When he 
awakes the 
next morn¬ 
ing, the 
Lady is 
gone. 
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Lat me yow seen), and I yow ensure." She thought grete trauaile that nyght 
Speky th of no sewerte, lat alle this be. had he ; 

I pray yow fully to haue mercy on) me, Hym) to wake had She grete pyte. 1928 

And besy yow myn) honoure for to save, Stylle She lyeth, ty it hit was vpon) day 

And youre-3clf, that ye none ha[r]m That Beemys of the sonne than) She 

haue." 1918 say. 

Partanope ys now softs fait on) sleepe. This Partanope of his sleeps a-woke # . 

This fayre lady of hym) takyth keepe, As he cast vp his eye, sodenly gan) he 

And kyssith hym) swte, and thinkyth loke 1934 

that She 1921 A-boute the chamber, he sawe grete 

In other hevyn) kepith neuer to be. lyght; 

Ofte She was in purpose hym) to a-wake In his ly tfe sawe he neuer suche a syght, 

To haue more plesaunce of hym), hir As he had of the chatnbre as myght 
• make. 1924 wele. 

With hym) to play waa hir raoost de- Yet oo thyng lyked hym) neuer a dele: 

lyte. He loked after his lady that he louyd 

Yet alle hir luat she put in reapyte. soo. 1939 

1933. MS. adds to brforc a-woke, tchich wasjtrst icritten a-wake. 
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New clothes 
lie reedy for 
him. 


He dresses, 


Hys lokyuge srniyde hym not, for sho ys frome hym goo, 
That felethe thys wofullo Partonope. 1941 

“ Allas," he sayde, “ what may thys he 1 
My Ioye ys gonne, whyder I lie wotte, 

And what to do for sojie I notte.” 1944 

And so}>e to sey and not to lye, 

Vppon) Jie bedde he caste hys eye, 

And seye )>e chamber so ryche a-rayed 

Jjat off J>e bewte he was Dysmayetl. 1948 

He mervelythe grettely of )>e bryghtnes. 

And \er-vryih he be-gynnethe hym-selfe to drcsse 
Owte of hys bedde, Jiys ys no dowte. 

And as he loked thys a-bowte, 1952 

Vppon) )>e bedde he seye where laye 
A gowne alle newe, )>ys ys no naye. 

He Jiojte Jiat Jiys [noble] garmente 

Was layde there to )>at entente 1956 

J)at he shulde hyt on) hym do, 

And, shorte tale to make, he dy<l so. 

And when he liadde hyt on) hys bAcke, 

In the gowne fownde he no lacke. 1960 

For to hym hyt was as welle I-shape 
As thowe £e mesure had ben) I-take 
For hym veroly off Porpose. 

And J»er-wyt7/-alle a-non) he rosse. 1964 

Hosen) and shone a-none he fonde ther 
A-rayde for hym in J>e beste manere. 

Whan) he was redy and a-rayed, 

Off hys newe clones he was welle payde. [leaf 24, back] 1968 
1958. Two lettert crossed out after to. 
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Hit servydof nought, for than) She was 
goo. 1940 

Than sayde this woofutt Partanope : 

" Allas, what may this be ? 

My Ioye ys goo, whider I ne note. 

And I shaft do I note wele wote.” 1944 
He saw the chamber so ryche a-rayed 
] That of the beaute he was dysmayed. 
He merrayled gretely of the bryght- 
nesse. [‘leafs] 1949 

And there-withall he gan) hym) dresse 
Oute of his bedde, this ys no doute. 
And as he loked thus now a-boute, 1952 


Vppon) the bedde he sawe where lay 
A Gown) alle new, this ys no nay, 

He thought that this noble garment 
Was layae there to that intent 1956 
That he shulde hit vpon) hym) doo, 
And, short tale to make, he dyd soo. 
And whan) he had hit do vpon) his 
bakke, 

In that gowne fonde he no lakke. 196b 
Hosyn) ami shone than) fonde he there 
Arayed for hym) in the beat manere. 
Whan) he was redy and futt araued 1 . 

Of his new clothes he was wett payetf. 
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Owte of the chamber he fojte to goo. 

Then) Soudenly was broghte hym too 
A newer of water and a bassyne, 

Bothe hyt were of golde fulle ffyne, 

A towelle fsr-wytA of Parys werke. 

Thys seruyse was to hym fuH derke, 

For man) ne chylde cowdo he non) See. 

He wysshe hys hondes, and owte yede he 
Off fys chamber, fat was so gaye, 

In-to fe halle, ami per he Saye 
The hordes coueryd wyt/i clofes fyne. 

Hyt was made redy for he shulde dyne. 
Than) fys yonge Partonope fojte : 

“Alle thys a-raye ys for me broghte.” 
A-myddes fe benche downe he hym sette, 
per was no wyghto hym for to lette. 

Off mete and drynke had he plente, 
pus seyethe fe boke, per lacked no deynte. 
Off on) fynge he was heuy and sadde : 
per sayde to hym no man)' be gladde,’ 

Ne bade hym ne mery be and blythe. 

He sawe no-fynge fat euer bare lyve. 

When he had dyned, he fojte tho : 

“ Alle fys day whatte may I do f ” 

And streyghte he rose vp fro fe deyse; 

And forowe fe halle and downe by fe gryse 
In-to fe cowrte streyghte yede he. 



1972 


1976 


and poet to 
breakfast ia 
the hall. 


1980 


1984 


1988 


1992 


He goee 
down into 
the palace 
jaid. 
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Oute of the chamber he thought to goo. 
Than) sodenly was brought hym) tho 
An) ewer wyth watyr and a baayn), 
Bothe they were of golde futt fyne, 1972 
A towett therwyth of Parys werke. 
This servyce was to hym) futt derke, 
For man) ne childe cowde he none see. 
He wasahith his handes, and oute yede 
he 1976 

Oute of this chamber, that was so gay, 
In-to the b&lle, and there he say 
The Bordea conered with clothis fvne. 
Hit was made redy for he shulde dyne. 
Than) thought this yonge Partanope : 
"Allethis aray ys made for me.” 1982 


Digitized by Google 


Amyddes the benche he down) hym) sett, 
There was [no] wight hym) to lett. 1984 
Of mete and drynke had he plente, 
Thus sayth the Books, he lakked no 
deynte. [■ i»*r 5. back] 

Of oo thyng was he hevy and sadde : 
There sayde to hym) no man) be gladde, 
Ne bad hym) ete merily ne blyve. 1989 
He saw no-thing that euer bare lyffe. 

1 Whan) he had dyned, he thought tho: 
“ Alle this day what may I doo ? ” 

And streyght rp he rose fro the dees. 
Thorow the halle and down) by the 
grees 

In-to the court streyght yede he. 1995 
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where ft 
black horse 
la brought 
to him. 


Partonope 
rides to the 
tower. 


From its top 
lie looks 
about him. 


To the south 
is the sea. 


He loked a-bowte, he cowde not se 
Off hys wery and lene hakeney 
That he per lafte yesterdaye. 

He loked a-bowte, and faste be-helde 
bye castelle ryalle, liowe hyt was bylde. 

And aa he ceste hys eye a-bowte, 

He sawe where stode, wytA-owten) dowte, 

A Cower fiat was bo the fay re and able 

For any k^nge, fiat streyghte owte of fie stabelle 

Was broghte for he sliulde on) hym ryde. 

He was a-ferde hym for to be-stryde, 

Or for to lepe vppofi hys backe, 

Be-cause pal he was so blacke. 

Some euelle thyuge he wende hyt had be, [leaf 25] 
And stylle stante thys Partonope, 

And off }>ys courser toke grette kepe, 

And atte fie laste vppon) hym lepe. 

Nowe ys yonge Partonope 

Vppon hors-backe, and streyghte rydelhe he 

Thorowte fie cowrte ryghte to fie gate. 

When he was per, he fiojte alle-gate 
That fayre towre he woldo See. 

Fro horsebacke lyghtely lepythe he. 

Vppe fiorowe pe towre he go fie wyt/i-alle. 

He lafte not tylle he was oil fie walle, 

There as he myghte se rownde a-bowte, 

The castelle wyth-In, fie cyte wytA-owte. 

Towarde fie sonne f>an lokethe he. 


2000 


2004 


2008 


2012 


2016 


2020 
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He loked a-boute, he cowde not see 
Of his leene and wery hakney 1997 

That he now left there but yesterday. 
He lokyd a-boute, and fast be-heelde 
This castytt, how hit was by elde. 2000 
And as he cast his eye wett a-boute, 

He sawe where stode alle withoute 
A courser that was fayre and able 
For ony kyng / that atreyght oute of 
stable 2004 

Was brought that he shulde on) hym) 
ryde. 

He was a-ferde hym) to be-stryde, 

Som) evytt he weuyth hit had be, 2009 


For blak hit was / stylle stode Parta- 
nope, 

And of this courser toke grete kepe, 
Yet atte last on) hym) he leepe. 2012 
And thourow the courte vn-to the yate 
Rvdeth he, and thought algate • 2016 
That fayre Toure he wolde see. 
From)horsbak lyghtly lepeth he. 

Vp tborow the toure he gothe withalle. 
He leveth not tylle he was on the 
walle, 2020 

There as he myght see rounde a-boute, 
The castett wytfiin)/the citee withoute. 
To-warde the Srnne that loked he. 
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Alle )>e costs* was notte but see, 2024 

Thorowe wycfce he sawe be resone 
By shyppe come marchandyse in-to )>e towne, 

Clones of golde and Spycery 

Fro me Alysaunder and fro Surry, 2028 

Clowys, macys, and Galyngale, 

Off suger and canelle fuB mony a bale, 

Off medecynes bo)>e more and lesse 

To helo folke of here Sekenes. 2032 

On) pe toder ay do pen lokeit lie : 

A M* Erberys per myghte he seo 
J)at longen) to pe Cytejines of pe towne, 

There myghte lie se hem walke vp ami downe. 2036 
Ther-to he sawe so mouy gardynes, 

And by )>e [see-]syde * no-pynge but vynes. 

On) pe thryde quarter gan) he loke 

Off pe castelle, as seyethe pe bokc, 2040 

\)at ys of ffronshe, wyche ys myn) aucW. 

Ther as he lokeJ ouer pe towre, 

As fferre as euer he myghte see, 

Hyt was butte come alle )>e cont[r]e, 2044 

And medowe wyth gras so weH I-growe, 

And euyn) redy for to raowe. 

On J»e iiij quarter of pe castelle 

He lokethe owte, and vysethe hym welle. 2048 

Many fayre syghtes sawe he there, 

Hem shalle I telle and ye wolle here : 

Ther sawe he pe haven) large and wyde. (leaf 25 , backj 

2024. MS. castelle. 2031. A litter crossed met before bobc. 
2038. MS. avdes. 


In the 
opposite 
direction 
are 

garden*, 


on the 
third aide 
meadow*. 


On the 
fourth aide 
1* the port, 
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Alle that Cooste was nought but see, 
Thurgh which he sayled by reson) 

Be Shipp come Merchandise to the 
town). 2026 

On the tother syde then loked he: 2033 
A thousand herbers there myght he see 
That lougyd to Citejenis of the town), 
There myght hem) see walk vp and 
down). * 2036 

Ther-to he saw so many gardynes, 

And by the See-syde no-thing but 
vynes. 

On the thirde quarter gan he loke 


1 Of the Casteit, as sayth the Booke, 
That ys french, which ys myn) auctoure. 
There as he loked than) ouer the Toure, 
As ferre as he euer myght see, [* leaf 61 
Hyt was Corne art that contreo 2044 
And medowe with grasse so welt by- 
growe, 

And evyn) redy for to mowe. 

On) the fourth quarter of this Castett 
He loked oute and a-vysed hym) weft. 
Many fayre syghtys say he there. 2049 
Hem) shatt I telle yf ye wylle here : 
There saw he the haven) large and wyde. 
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beyond 
which there 
ie a c&etle, 


lorrounded 
by Urge 
field* 


and a huge 
forest. 


At night¬ 
fall, 


A Mt shyppes |>er-oii) myghte ryde 
Saffe I-nowe for any teinpaste, 

Thus tellethe me J>e ffrenshe geste. 

Ouer thys hauen )>en sawe he 
A brygge of stonne and not of tre, 

Wyth towres and comellys so well I-made, 

On) them to loke hys herte dy<) glade. 

Atte )>e ende of )>e brygge in )>e contre 
A castelle att Newe per myghte he se 
So welle I-towred, so large a-bowte, 

Ther-In myghte herborowe, wytA-owten) dowte, 
Mony a knyghte and mony a squyer, 

A kynge hym J>ojte wytA alle hys power. 

He my^te see no-J»ynge x myle a brede 
Butte alle was come and grene mede; 

Off lenghe hyt was mony a myle. 

hys towre be-helde he a ryghte grette whyle. 

Be-ende aH J>ys was huge fforeste, 

No-J)ynge per but brydde and beste. 

Thys yonge man) alle pys be-helde, 

The towne, pe castelle, so wcH I-bylde, 

J)e See, )>e vynes, J>e gardynes large, 

The haven) so fulle of shyppe and barge, 

Off come, of mede so grette plentc. 

He Jiojte J»ys was a delectabeH contre. 

Thys droffe he ffor|>e wyt/t ffayre syghte 
The longe day, tylle hyt was nyghte. 

2054. gr crossed out before geste. 
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A thousand Shippys theryn) myght ryde 
Saffe ynogh for any tempest, 2053 

Thus tellyth now the french geest. 

Ouer this haven) then) sawe he 
A brygge of Stone and not of tree, 
Wytli Towres and cornellis so wett 
y-made, 

On) hit to loke his hert was glade. 

Atte ende of the brygge in-to the 
Contree 2059 

A castell alle new there myght he see 
Wett towred, and so large a-boute, 
Theryn) myght be herbowred, withoute 
doute, 


Many a knyght and many a Squier 
And a lorde of futt grete power. 2064 
He myght see then myle on) breede 
But alle Come and grene meede ; 

Of lenght hit was many a myle. 

He by-helde than) a grete whyle. 
Be-yonde alle this was huge forest, 
No-thyng theryn) but wbilde best 2070 
Thus the vynes and gardynes large, 
The havyn) futt of Shippes and barge. 
Of Corn), of mede so grete plente, 2075 
He be-beelde wele alle the contree, 

So delectable vn-to bis syght 

That welny comyth vn)-to nyght. 2078 
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Downe fro Jje tovrre now* fynketbe he goo. Partonope 

When he was downe, \er founde he J>o 2080 tiwpaiaoB.* 0 

The fayre corser \>at was so blacke. 

And streyghte he lepethe vppon) hys backe, 

And rydeth forthe to J»e halle dore, 

There as he fownde J>ys hors be-fore. 2084 

Frome hors he lepetfc wytA-owten) moo; 

In to £e halle £en) doj>e he goo, 

That was cheffe of )»e palys. 

There as J>e fyre was a-fore J>e deyse, 2088 

In a cheyer homely he hym sette. 

Whatte he wolde haue, a-none was fette. 

And Jjus he warmethe hym by )>e fyre, 

Tylle tyme was to goo vn-to sopere. 2092 

And when) hys soper was redy dyghte, [leaf 26 ] to ti*e 1,i,u 

He rysetti a-none ryghte, bedroom. 

And sette hym euen) a-myddes J>e deyse, 

And sowpethe alle in goode pesse. 

Thcr was no wyghte ^er-oi hym lette, 

Ne atte hys soper hym on us grette. 

And thus he sowpetfte atte goode leysere. 

When he had done, streyghte vn-to J>e ffyro 
He gothe, and warmethe hym atte ]>e beste, 

Tylle hyt was tyme to go to reste. 

And when) tyme was to go to bedde, 

WytA torches he was thyder ledde, 

In-to )>e chamber }>at was so bryglite. 

In shorte tyme after voyded J»e lyghte. 

2079. now] MS. he. 2099. s (?) crossed out before lie. 
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Downe of the Toure now thenketh he 
goo, 2079 

The fayre Courser he fonde redy tho, 

1 That he there lefte, and vpon) he leepe, 
And so rydeth here and there, and 
toke goode kepe [' leaf fl, back] 

Of that fayre Paleya, and atte last be¬ 
fore the halle 

There he lyght, and went in att dore 
with-att, 

Where he fonde a fyre be-fore the deys 
In the halle of that fayre Paleys. 

In a chayre homely he hym) sette 2089 


With no man) he there mette. 

And thus he warmyth hym) by the fyre, 
Tille tyme was to goo vn-to Sopere. 2092 
Than) he sytteth a-myddys the dees, 
And Soopeth meryly and ys in pees.2096 
Welleys he servid in alle manere degree, 
Yett Deyithcr man) ne woman) sawe he. 
Whan) he hath Sooped at his leysyr, 
He rose vp, and went to the fyre. 2100 
Lyght of Torches he saw in that stede. 
And whan) tyme was to go to bedde, 
In-to the Chambyr went the Torchis. 
He foloweth after and thydyr approchis. 
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The Lady 
joins him. 


8he asks her 
lover how he 
has spent 
the day, 


and tells him 
that she has 
arranged 
this beauti¬ 
ful place 


He made hym redy \vj/tft-owte moo 
Streyghte in-to pe bedde to goo. 

And when he was in bedde layde, 

Sone after, wyt/i-In a lytelle brayde, 

Cometbe hys ladye fayre and ffre. 

Her In hys Armes pen takethe he, 

And kyssethe her, and makethe her feste, 

And xvyih her doj>e what euer hym leste. 

Than) seyde pys ladye, J>ys ys no naye : 

“ My loue,” quod sho, “ howe haj>e )>ys daye 
Bynne spente, and In wlmtte nmnere 1 
Telletbe me nowe, myne owne herte dere.”— 

4 Madame,” Sayde Partonope, 

“ I hnue hyt spente in )>ys degre : 

Ouer )>e yate I haue be, 

On) \at grette towre, where I inyghte see 
The towne, pe castelle rownde a-bowte, 

And alle )>e contre, wytft-owtefl dowte, 

So plentuos of wyne and come. 

I sawe neuer suche a syghte be-fome.” 

“ Syr,” sayde pe lady, “ |>ys is so)>e. 

As tier as any man) rydeth or go^e 
Thorowe pe worlde )»at ys so rownde, 

So ffayre a place may neuer be ffownde 
)Xit ha)>e In hym so grette delyte, 

And per-to stante in so ffayre a syghte. 

‘When ffry8tc I herde of yowe tydynge, 


2108 


2112 


2116 


2120 


2124 


2128 


2132 
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He made hym redy to go to bedde ; 
Hit was redv and fayre spredde. 

And whan) he was in bedde layde, 2109 
The lygftt was voyded at a brayde. 

To hym) come his lady fayre and free. 
Hir in his armes than) taketh be, 2112 
And hir clyppith swetely, and kyst, 
And dothe with hyr what hym) lyst. 
rpHanne sayde this lady in hyr 
-L manere: 2115 

“Telle me, my love, my swete and 
dere, 

How this day ye haue be rewlid in 
dysporte T" 


“Trewly,” aayde he, “I had grete 
comforte. 2119 

For on) the grete Toure atte yate a-ferre 
I haue be this day at my iayser, 

Where I rnyght see the town) a-bonte. 
The Castett and the Contre, withouten) 
doute, 2124 

So plentevous of grasse, vyne, and 
Corne. 

I sawe neuer such a syght be-fome.” 
“Love,” Sha sayde, “for oure bothe 

profyte [• leaf 7] 

I I made this place Plesaunt in delyte. 
Whan) I of yow hod fryst tydyng, 2133 
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I left© besyues of other pynge,* 

And made J>ys place so fresshe and gaye, 

Thynkynge, my herte, pat ye yowre plnye [ie*f 26 ,back] 2136 
Shulde haue per-In and I also, 

Wyth-owten) knowlage of any moo. 

And per-fore nowe, my herte dere, 

Sythe ye nowe haue ensured me here 2140 

pat ye shulle neuer by crafte me see, 

Yowre ensurawnce in no wyse breke ye, 

But kepethe tenderly vn-to my daye, 

Tylle ecfte of va of other maye 2144 

Vn-grucchede of eny haue plesaunce; 

Ellys myghte p er ffalle grette dystaunce 
For euer be-twyn) yowe and me, 

Wyche Gotle for-beile pat euer shulde be. 2148 

And per-fore dope fully by my rede; 

Ye myghte fulle lyghtely ellys be dede, 

And I shamed for euer-moo. 

My goode swete, do)>e neuer Soo; 2152 

Ye wolde, I trowe, holde me to blame. 

Butte I tolde yowe the name 
Off pe see anil eke of pys castelle. 

My loue, nowe vnderstonde me welle, 2156 

Tbys grette see ys named Doyre, 

The cyte ys called Chyffe De Oyre. 


for their 
secret lore. 


The nuns of 
the city is 
Chef d'Olre. 


2134. MS. frynger. 2110. MS. jtossibly sythen. 
2154. the written above y my, which is crossed out. 
2158. Oyd crossed out before Oyre. 
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For hit shulde be to youre plesyng, 
Thinking that ye and 1 alle oure 
dysporte, 

And to rs no man) haue resorte. 

And therefore now, myn) hert futt 
dere, 

Syth ye haue ensured me here 2140 
That ye shatt neuer by crafte me see 
Tylle that we shatt weddyd be, 

Youre suraunce kepith vnto that day ; 
And than) freely ye me see may. 

Ellys myght there falle gieteilystaunce 
And of youre myrth shrewde dysple- 
saunce, 2146 


Which God forbede that ye shulde be so 
uyee, [vyce; 

AnU there-fore dothe fully by myn) a- 
For yf ye do Contrary, hit shatt turn* 

to shame 2149 

Of vs bothe / and lesyng of my name 
For euer ana yow to shenshipp also. 
Therfore lat it be neuer so do. 

And yf ye wylle wete of this castett 
And of this See, I wylle yow tett, 2154 
And of thie Names, How they be called: 
This Castett that ys welle walled 
Men) calle hit Chief doire 
And the See ys named Doyre. 2159 


2155. MS. thie or this? 
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Oatsidft is 
Msrbreon, 
where 

Emoul used 
to live with 
his five 
sous. 


Her own 
same is 
Melior. 


Thys CasteH sette I in |>ya fayre syghte, 
J)at we twayne rayghte haue delyte 
For euer In thys lusty place ; 

Ther-to I pray Gode sende vs grace. 

Here, In Jje dycfce, for so)>e I haue, 

Jxit ys harde rocke, fulle mony a cave 
Hewed and made by goode engyne, 

On caue J>at ys alle of marbryne, 

Where-In on) hyghte Hernelus 
Dwelled, )>at hail to hys spowse 
One Betyryce, wyche was hj/s wyffe, 

Jjat broghte hym for)>e in here lyffe 

.v. ssonnys, and alle had order of knyghte. 

Bolde and harde |>ey were in ffyghte. 

When Jje gallyottys on) Jio See 

Hadde robbyd marchandes, )>en wolde he 

Owte off fyghte vryth hem gonne. 

Off hem he toke fulle mony onne, 

And In-to pj-esone made hem dye, 

And toke fro hem Robbery. 

So of J>ys see the name ys Doyre, 

The castelle hate Chyffe De Oyre, 

Thatt ys y-bylte wyth mane towre. 

And, my leue, my name ys Meliowre. 

And leuyd Ryjth welle, \er ys no thynge 
Thatt ys or may be ynne [my] kepynge, 
liedy ytte schalle euer vnto yow be, 

Yff 30 ordeyne no crafte to see 


2160 

2164 

2168 

2172 

2176 

(leaf 27) 

2180 

2184 


2171. ode crossed out before order. 

2175. MS. perhaps syghte, but the passage is evidently corrupt. 
2181. Here begins a new hand. 
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In the castett Dyche forsothe I haue 
In harde Roche futt many a kave 2164 
Hewyn) and made by goode engyne, 

Of whiche oone ys Called Marbryne, 
Where dwellyd oone that hight Her- 
nelous 

Sumtyme / and he had a spouse, 2163 
One Beatryce, that bare him) Sones fy ve 
That after were knyghtys in her lyve. 
And whan the Galyothys vpon) the See 
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Had robbed MerchauntJ of the contre, 
Than) wolde they oute and fvght with 
hem). leal 7, back] 

Ar.d thus they to.ke many men), 

And fro hem) had grete robbery, 2178 
And in preson) wolde make hym) dye. 
*And trustith wele, there ys no thyng 
That ys or may be in my kepyng, 2184 
Redy hit shaft euer to yow be, 

Yf ye ordeyn) no crafle to see 
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My person) by-fore the assyngned day.” 
Partonope* answeryd and aayde : “ Nay, 

In me ther acballe neuer be fownd [such] fowly. 
Trewly, my lady, y hade leuer dye.”— 

“ Speke we no more of thus matere,” 

Sey[d]e thus lady, “ butt tellyth me where 
To-morewe ye wylle desporte yowe 
Wyth howndys or hawkys. Telly th me no we, 
Wylie $e to Reuer or to wode goo t 
Ye mowe now chese of bothe too. 

Yff $e wylle to the wode gonne, 

Affter dyner to yow anone 

An horn) ther schalle to yow be brogthe. 

Thowe a man) hadde Parys sogthte, 

Sucche an horn) cowde no man) fynde. 

Loke ye leue ytte no^th be-hynde. 

And whenne ye be the medowys passyd, 

Sette horn) to mowthe, an blowe ytt faste. 

Be-fore yow $e schalle see anone 
Rennynge* howndys fulle many wone, 

Fayre grayhowndes and grete lymores. 

And yeffe ye* luste to see Reueres, 

In a chamber here be-hynde 
I schalle yow bryngge ther je schalle fynde 
Sacrys, lanardfs], Tarcellys gentylle, 
Gerfawkones, ffawkonys, thatt fleyth so hye 


2188. MS. Partompe. 
2208. ye] MS. the. 


2206. MS. Renygnynge. 


2188 


2192 She asks 
Partonope 
whether he 
would like 
to go to the 
forest or to 
the river. 


2196 


2200 


2204 


2208 


2212 
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My persons be-fore this assygned day.” 
ParUnope answeryd and same, "Nay, 
In me shall ther [never] be founds auche 
foly. 2189 

Forsoth, lady, me had leuer to dye."— 
" Sneke we no more of this matere,” 
8eid this lady, “ but telle me where 
To-morow ye wylle dysporte yow 
With houndes or bawkes, telle me now, 
Wylle ye to the Ryvere or to the woode 
go? 

Ye mowe now chese of bothe two. 2196 
If ye wole to the woode gone. 

After youre dyner to yow a-none 
PARTONOPE. 


An) home shall be brought in) youre 
syght. 

Take hit and go forthe fuft ryght 
And whan) ye be the roedowes past, 
Sett hit to youre mouth, and blowe hit 
fast. 2204 

Be-fore yow ye shaft see a-none 
Rennyng houndes full many one, 

Fayre Grehoundes and grete lymoura. 
And yf ye lust to see the Revours, 

In a Chamber here be-hynde 
I shall you teche were ye shall fynde 
Sacres, laners, Tercelles many, 2211 
Gerfawcon), ffawcon), that lie so hye 
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He prefers 
hunting in 
the forest. 


They fall; 
asleep. 


After break¬ 
fast Parton- 
ope mounts 
his horse. 


Ha blows his 
horn. 


and bounds 
of rarious 
kinds coma 
running to¬ 
wards him. 


In-to the skye thatt Ioye ya to see. 

Of alle these dyaportea now chese* ye.”— 

“ Madame,” he sayde, “ me luste beste 
To-more we to hunte yn) the foreste.”— 2216 

“Nowe, sere,” ache sayde, “do as ye luste.” [leaf n, back) 
And there-wyth-alle sche hym kyate, 

And [sone] affter they fylle onne slope, 

Wat they dydde more toke y no kepe. 2220 

In bedde thay laye, thus ys no naye, 

Tylle onne the morewe b'gth daye 

Into the chamber yeff sucche a ly^tftte 

Thatt welle to ryse see he mygthte. 2224 

Vppe he rose, for ytte was tyine. 

He made hym) redy for to dyne. 

Wanne he hadde dynyd, he toke the home, 

Thatt onne the walle henge hym be-fome, 2228 

Lepte vppe on) hys hors, and rydyth fasto 
Tylle he was alle the medawys paste. 

He blewe hys horn), thus ys no dowte; 

He was welle herde ij myle abowte. 2232 

Whenne he hadde blowe, thenne mygth he see 
[M]ywtes of howndes come uygheynge nere, 

Copelud wyth sulke and nojtfc wyth here. 

Lemers to hym) thenne come lepynge, 2236 

They where as soffte as eny selke, 

And ther-to whyte as eny mylke. 

2214. MS. cheats. 
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In-to the Skye that Ioye ys to see. 2213 
Of alle these dysportys now chese ye.” 
“ Madame,” he sayde "me lykethbest 
To-morow to hnnt in the forest."— 

“ Now Syr ” she sayde "do as yow 
lest.” 2217 

And so therwith She hym) kyst. 

And sone after they fett on) sleeps, 

Of other Ioye toke they no kepe. 2220 
And Thus in play and sleepe thay lay 
Tylle on) the morow that hit was day. 
Than) his lady was forth past. [* i«f 8] 
1 He Cowde no Better but rose at last. 


And whan) he had dyned, he toke the 
home 2227 

That on) the walle heng hym) be-forne, 
Lepeth vpon) hors, and forth he rydeth 
Tylle he was past the medowes sydes. 
He blew his horn), this ya no doute, 
Hyt was wele herd two myle a-boute. 
Mutes of houiidos of alle degree 22 SS 
Came toward hym), as he myght see, 
Coupled with Sylk and not wyth heere. 
Lemoura a-boute her nekkes bere 
Her lees were as softe as sylk, 

And therto whyte as ony Mylk. 2238 


2235. n in coupled Kas one itroit too many ; similarly 2243. in VncoupletB. 
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Into the foreste he rydythe apase ; 

Anone fownde alle ffreschely the trace, 2240 

Off a passyng* wyldo bore. 

Thys Partonope, wytfc-owte more, 

Ynkowpelyd hys howudes, and taketh in lease 

These fay re lemers, and thay not sesee 2244 

Alle the howndes to seke the foreste, 

Tylle fownde ys the wylde beste. 

Now ys the wylde bore fownde. 

The howndes to hym) now Rennytb fulle rownde, 2248 

The grete as welle as do the * leste. 

The crye to here yt were a feste 

For an emperowI , an for a lorde. 

So hole they Renne by one acorde 

To thys bore, thus ys no naye, 

So ffresche thay Renne alle the daye, 

Tylle he ganne wery, thus ys no dowte, 

They broghte [hym] so faste abowte. 

Atte the laste thus wylde beste 

For-sakethe clene the thycke foreste. 

Vnto the lando drawyth he, 

There as stode Partonope 

Wythe the lemers ynne hys lesse. 

He lette liem slyppe, and faste they presse 

To-ward tho beste ; and ]>at seyth he. 

Wythe alle hys myjthe he gynnyth flee. 

Hys flyjthte may hym serue of nowjthte ; 

2243. w underdolted before k. 2249. do the] MS. dothe,/or dothe 
2255. he] AfS. ye. the T 


2252 

2256 

psaf *8] 

2260 

2264 


The hounds 
find the 
track of * 
boar. 


They follow 
the bosr, 


till he 

becomes 

exhausted, 
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In-to the fforest he rydeth a paas, 2239 
A-none he fonde alle fressh the traaa 
Of a passyng aterne, wylde Boore. 

Thia Partanope, withouten) more, 
Vncoupleth hia liounde8 in-to the 
forest 

Forto fynde now thia wylde Beeat. 
Wh[e]n) thia Boore waa y-ffounde, 2247 
They rvune to hym) hoole and sounde 
Bolhe the mooet and eke the leeat. 

The crye to here hit ys a feest 
For an) emperoure or for a lorde. 

So clooe they ranne by one a-corde, 2252 
So fresshly they nrnne alle that day, 


Tylle he wex wery of hya way. 2256 
They broughte hym) so thykke a-boute 
That he was fay no of alle that route. 
And atte last this wylde greete beest 
For-saketh the thykke forest, 

And to the launde than) draweth he, 
There as ys stondyng Partanope 2260 
Than) with the lymonrs in) hya lees, 

He lettith hem) slyppe, and forth thay 
prees 

Toward that Boore. and that sawe he. 
Wyth alle hys myght he gynneth to 
fle, 2264 

But hys flyght servith hym) of nought; 

f •» 
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and stands 
■at bay. 


P*rtonoi»6 
kills the 
boar, 


and rides 
home. 


He takes 

with him 
two hounds 
that are to 
keep him 
company In 
the day¬ 
time. 


For ynne sucche pleyte thay kaue hem) brojthte, 
He myjthte 1103 th couer yn)-to hys denne. 
Ther-to lie waa so wery off Renne, 

He myjlite no ferther, thys ys no naye. 

Stylle he standythe, and bydythe the baye. 
There to come anone fulle Rownde 
Alle the racches, and down) to grownde 
They haue hym drawe wyth grete stryffe, 

And thus the bore [hath] loste hys lyffe. 

Wat dothe thenne Partonopel 
Hys swerde anone drawyth owte he, 

And alle to-brekyth the wylde beste, 

And wyth yt makylb hys howndes a feste. 

Be than) alle thys thynge was done, 

Hytte was hye tyme to drawe home, 

There as ho tho^thte to haue hys Reste. 

He bare nojth wyth hym off thus beste ; 

Hys hors he toke, and onne hym) lepe*, 

More of hys howndes toke he no kepe, 

Saue ij lemers, thus ys no naye, 

Wyth hym he toke, and Rode hys waye. 

That onne dayly he myjthte dysporte. 

For tylle nyjthte come hadde he no sporte. 
Nowe Rydyth he strawjte to the castelle, 

Where as he fownde alle thyng 4 Ryjth welle, 
Hys soper redy and welle y-made. 

2272. MS. ratches T 2282. hare] a like o. 

2283. MS. lepte. 2290. fownde] o like a. 


2268 


2272 


2276 


2280 


2284 


2288 


Unit. Coll. MS. 


For in suche plyte they haue hym) 
brought, [»leaf 8. back] 

1 He myght not Cover to hys denne. 
Tlierto he was so wery of renno, 2268 
He myght no further, this ys no nay. 
Stylle he stont, aud bydeth a-bay. 
Therto come a-none futt rounde 2271 
The Racches, and doun) to the grounds 
They haue hym drawe with grete stryfe, 
And thus the Boore hath lost hys lyfe. 
What dothe than) this Partanope * 

Hys Swerde a-none oute draweth he, 
And alle to-bryttenyth this wylde best. 
And with hit makith hys houndes 
feest. 2278 


Digitized by Google 


Be than) alle thys thyng was done, 
Hyt was tyme to drawe home, 2280 
There as he thought to haue his rest 
He bare not wyth hym) of this beest; 
Hys hors he toke and on) hym) leepe. 
More of these houndes toke he no kepe 
Save two lymers, this ys no nay, 2285 
With hym) he toke, and rode his way, 
That on) day-lyght myght hym) 
dysporte. 

For tylle nyght he had no more 
comforte. 

Now rydeth he streyght to the casteft, 
Where he fonde alle thyng ryght welt, 
Hys Sope redy and weft y-made, 2291 
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He sopyd freschely and make 3 th hym gladdc. 2292 

From soper Rysyth Partonope, 

And ynne-to Chamber thenne gothe he, 

Weder thatt the torches streyjth hym) ledde. 

He makyth hym) redy and gothe to bedde, 2296 

Where as he fyndyth fayre Meliowre, 

Thatt ys chefe lady of the towre, 

Wyche thatt he ffeynte euer ynne* 0 pleyte. [leaf ss, bark) 
For here Ioye and here delyte 2300 

Ys hym to make Ioye and playe. 

That ffeynte he bothe nyjth and daye. 

Nowe may thys man) grete Ioye make, 

That loue hath sende hym sucche a make 2304 

That he may bathe* ynne so bye a blysse. 

Alle nyjthtc they leye and clyppe and kysse,* 

And she hym) tellytfc nobet storyes, 

Offe loue of knyjthode olde victoryes. 2308 

Hym) to dysporte faste besyeth sche. 

Alas, thus story schendyth me. 

For alle my loue canne y haue no^thte 

Butte cawse of care and so row and tho 3 thte. 2312 

Now wolde God hytte my 3 th be soo 

Thatt sche loued me as y here doo. 

Partonope stonde in blessed plyte, 

For of hys lady he hathe hys delyte. 2316 

He lackyth no-thyng* of here grace, 

And y stonde euen) in contraryys case. 

He seyth here no 3 th, but he hath leyser 

2299. MS. adds a second yn. 

2305. MS. botlie. 2306. MS. clyptc and kyssyde. 


He goet to 
bed. 


tnd there 
finds fair 
Melior. 


The Poet 
complaint of 
the cruelty 
of hit Lady. 
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He soopeth fresshly and maketh hym) 
glade. 2292 

From) Soper ryseth than) Partonope, 
And in-to Chamber so gooth he, 
Winder as the Torches streyght hym) 
ledde, 2295 

He roaketh hym) redy and goth to bedde, 
Where as he fyndeth fayre Melyoure, 
That ys chief lady of that Toure, 
Whicn maketh hym) grete plesaunce. 
She hym) loreth withoute varyaunce. 


They lye bothe in Ioye and blysse, 2305 
Alle nygftt they clyppe and kysse. 

And She hym) telleth noble storyes 
Of love and knyg[t]hode olde storyes. 
T)Artonope stout in Blessid plyte, 

-L 1 For of here ladyshyppe he hath 
fntt delyte. [* leaf 9] 

He lakkith 110 -thyng of her grace, 

But hath hys tyme and space 23 IS 

To speke, to play alle in the derke. 

He may be Ioyfutt in his werke, 


After 2809 catckrcord: (Tor of here. 
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The Trmns- 
Utor i* com¬ 
manded by 
hit Sove¬ 
reign to do 
the French 
story into 
English. 


Twelve 
months have 
passed. 


To fele, to kysse, and to haue hys plesowi’. 2320 
And y se my lady day be daye, 

Here gracyoua worth ys euer naye. 

[I] Have the euyl and [he] the gode, 

Where-fore me thynkyth myn) herte-bloode 2324 

Fulle offte tyme away dothe mylte. 

I fare thenne as y ne felte 

Gode ner hylle, but lye ynne a trawnce. 

Thys hathe ffortune cajthte me ynne a chanse 2328 
Vppon) hys dyce thatt neuer wylle tume. 

Thus muste y euer yn) wo soiome. 

Butte playnely excusyth me, 

I am) no;th in thus in-firmyte. 2332 

God schelde me euer fro that mischaunce 
To hoppe so ferre ynne loue-ys dawnce. 

For y am comawndyt of my souereyne 

Thys story to drawe fulle and playne, 2336 

Be-cawse yt was ful vnkowthe and lytet knowe, 

Frome frenche ynne-to yngelysche, that beter nowe 
Hyt myjth be to euer-y wyjthte. 

There-fore y do alle my myjthte 2340 

To saue my autor ynne sucche wyse 

As he that mater luste devyse, [leafwi 

Where he makyth ynne grete compleynte 

In frenche so fayre thatt yt to paynte 2344 

In Engelysche tunngge y saye for me 

My wyttys alle to dullet bee. 

He tellyth hys tale of sentamenf, 

I vnder-stonde nojth hys entente, 2348 

Ne wolle ne besy me to lore. 

There-fore strayjthte to the matere 
I wylle go of Partonope. 

Fulle xij mo[n]thy8 hathe he now be 2352 

In hert-ys Ioye fulle playnere,* 

One day to hunte, another to |>e Reuere. 

Thys hath he brojth the }ere to jende, 

2343. ynne emend an 1 2353. playnere] MS. of plesowere. 
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0 day to hunt, a-nother in the Ryvcre. ende. 2355 
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That canne remembraunce put* liyro) in mynde 2356 
In wat pleyte he ys bro^thte ynne. 

He hath for-jete alle hys kynne; 

He thynckyth [on no-thyng] ferre ne nere, 

Butt on) howndes and hawkes for the reuere, 2360 

And onne hys lady fayre and bryjthte, 

Tylle ytte be-ffelle yppon) a nyjthte 
Thatt ynne [the] monytbe that was of Septembers 
Thatt can he ffully hym remombre 2364 

Off Cleobolys, the gode [kyng] of France, 

And off hys moder, that ynne grete dystawnce 
And ynne werte stote of hys lyffe. 

Hys dethe* wytb euery man) was Iiyffe, 2368 

No man) cowde speke of hys welefare. 

There-fore he wote welle yn) grete care 
Stante hys moder ffor hys sake. 

Whero-fore he purposyth amendys to make, 2372 

Now thynckyth ynne hys hert Ryjth hye : 

“I wolle take leue to goo and see 
My moder, the kynge my Emme alle-soo.” 

There-wyth he makyth hym) redy to goo 2376 

Straygthte to bedde, so ytte was Eue. 

For there he thoytlie to take hys leue. 

In-to the bedde nowe goyth hee, 

Where as he ffeynte hys lady ffre, 2380 

Redy to make hym gode chere. [leaf ». back] 

Here lesson) was not newe to lere. 

Now be-gynnyth to speke Partonope 

2856. put] MS but. 2368. MS. denthe or deuthe. 

2371- or stoute T 


Then 

Partonope 
happens to 
think of 
CloTia and 
hit mother. 


He asks his 
Lady’s leave 
to go home. 
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Than) he gan) to put in his mynde 2356 
In what plyte he ys brought ynne. 

He hath forgeten) alle hys kynne ; 

He thynketh on) no-thyng ferre ne nere 
But on) hundes and liawkes for the 
Ryverc, 2360 

And on) his lady fayre and bryght, 
Tylle hyt be-fell onys on) a nyght, 

In the moneth that was of Septembr’ 
Than) he ganue hym) to reraenbr* 2364 
Of Cleobelys, thegoode kyng of Fraunce, 
And of hys modyr that in grete 
dystaunce 


And in werousnes stoode of hys lyffe. 
Hys deth wyth eu try man) was 
ryffe, . 2368 

For no man) of hys Contra cowth 
telle 

Whether he fared erytt or welle. 
Therfore he wote w$Ue in grate care 
Stont hys moder of hys welfare. 237£ 
Now in) his hert thynketh he : 

“ I wole take leve to go and see 
My moder, the king myn) erne also." 
And whan) he had leyser therto, 2376 
Than) to speke begynneth Partanope 
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Xelior 
grant* hit 
request, 
adding that 


King CIotIs 
is dead, 


and that 
enemies 
have in* 
raded 
Prance. 


M Be brave 
and cener- 
oui, she 

saya 


To hys lady: “ Madame,” aeyde hee, 

“ I praye yow thatt 30 iu no wyse greve 
Off my wordys, for trewly of leue 
I muste praye yow, thus ys no naye; 

For ytte ys go fulle money a daye 
Offe my fryndys thatt y ne herde. 

I wolde ffayne wete howe they ferde."— 

“ My nowne loue,” thenne sayde sche, 

“ Ye schalle haue gode leue of me ; 

And lokyth alle-way thatt 30 be trewe 
To me, and chancheth for no newe : 

For Fraunce stonde in sucche plyte nowe, 
Hytte [hath] ry 3 thte grete nede of yow; 

For kynge Cleobolys hathe loste hys lyffe; * 
In Fraunce ys not but werre and stryffe. 

The power of Fraunce ys dyscumfyte. 

And y schalle telle yow yn) wate plyte 
Yowi* fader stande, for he ys dede. 

Yowi' moder leuyth, an canne no rede; 

And Bloys stante thus wyth-owten) dowte, 
Hytte ys beseget Rownde abowte. 

Drawe yow to armes and knygthode, 

And loke there lacke ynne yow no manhode. 
Loke 30 be large and geuyth faste. 

Where to haue goode be not agaste ; 

Ye schalle haue y-nowe of me. 

And [yf] ye canne aspye ther be 

S 

2897. AtS. wyffe. 2403. or stonte T 


2384 


2388 


2392 


2396 


2400 


2404 


2408 
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To hys lady: “ Madame,” sayde he, 

I pray yow that ye in no wyse greve 
Of my wordes that I sliatt mere. 2386 
I must pray yow of leve, this ys no nay ; 
For hit gone ys futt many a day 
Of my frendes that I ne herde. [* If.»,•*.] 
I wolde fayne wytte how they ferde.”— 
“ Myn) owne love,” then) sayde She, 
“Ye shaft haue goode leve of me ; 2392 
*And loke Alwey That ye be Trew 
To me, and chonge not for a New. 

For Fraunce stont in suche plyte now 
Hyt hath ryght grete nede of yow; 2396 
For kyng Cleouelys hath lost hys lyffe ; 


In Fraunce ys but werre and stryffe. 
The power of Fraunce is dyscomfyte, 
And I shaft telle yow in what plyte 
Youre fadyr stont, for he vs dede. 2401 
Youre Modyr lyvyth, and can) no rede, 
And Bloys stont thus wythouten) 
doute: 

Hyt ys seeged rounde a-boute. 2404 
Diawe yow to armes and toknyg[t]hode, 
And loke ye lakke no manhode. 

Looke ye be large and gevyth fast. 
Where to haue goode be not a-gast; 

Ye shaft haue ynough of me. 2409 
Any yf ye can) espye that ther be 
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Any worthy knygthtys thorow the londe, 

In aUe the haste loke that ye fownde, 

There as they bene yn) armes bolde, 

Wyth gode y-now hem) to wyth-holde. 

Loke thatt ye be gentyti, lowly, and meke, 

And geuyth to hem) gode clothys eke. 

Alle -80 of speche beytfi fayre and lowlyche 
As wele to the pore as to the Reche. 

Affter my cowncel loke thatt ye* wyrke, 

And louyth* welle God and holy chyrche. 

Ye mo we notte fayle of hye cheualrye, 

Yff 30 loue God and owr* lady. 

And o thyng«, my loue, y praye * yowe 
That yn) no wyse ye* ne besy yow howe 
By craffle of nygromansy me to see. 

For yt wolle for yowi* worse be. 

Whenne 30 haue y-bro 3 thte thus worke to a 3 ende— 
Ther-to sone yow Gode grace sende— 2428 

In Fraunce loke affter dwelle not 3 e, 

Butte faste hye yow agayne to me. 

Tylle ye be [at] Doyre loke 30 not cease 

For yowi* worchypp and myne ese.”— » 2432 

“ Medame,” sayde he, “ thus gode lesson) 

Sclialle y welle kepe and thys sermone. 

Nor neuer for kunny[n]go thatt here speke* 


2412 


2416 


[leaf SO] 


2420 


2424 


•• Above all, 
beware of 
treason; 


and come 
back to me 
as soon as 
the war is 

over." 


Partonope 
assures her 
that he wilt 
never break 
liis word. 


2419. ye] MS. tbow. 2420. MS. louyd. 

2423. MS. adds the before yowe. 2424. ye] MS. of. 
2435. MS. spepe. 
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And worthy knyghtys thurgh the 
londe, 

In al!e the haast looke ye foonde 2412 
There as they been in armes bolde 
Wythgoode ynowghhem)towith-holde. 
Looke ye be gentytt, lowl)% and meeke, 
And gyffe to hem) clothis eke. 2416 
Also of speche both free and lowlych 
As wele to poore as to Rych. 

After my counsett looke ye wyrche, 
And love wele God and holy Chirche. 
Ye may not fayle of hye chevalry, 2121 
If ye love God and worship oure lady. 
And oo thyng love, I pray yow 


That in no-thyng ye be besy now 2424 
By ci aftc of Nygromansy me to see. 
For hit wolle for youre worst be. 
Whan) ye haue brought this werre to 
ende— 

Therto God yow grace sende— 2428 

In Fraunce Jongc after dwelle not ye, 
But fast hye yow aycn) to me. 

Tylle ye be at Doyre loke ye not cees 
1 For youre worship and myn) case."— 
•‘Madame," sayde he, “this goode 
lesson) 2433 

Shatt I kepe for my sermon). [' leaf io] 
And for no-thyng that I can) here speke 
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The follow¬ 
ing day 
Partonope 
embarks 
with his 
black steed 
and his two 
hounds. 


Schalle y neuer my Couenaunte breke, 2436 

Ne yn) no wyse besy me 
Er the day Bette yow to see.” 

No we haue thay bothe lafte talkynge 

And falle yuto grete thynckynge. 2440 

Thye lyyth Partonope tylle yt ye day, 

Tbenne he abowte byro) se welle may 
To ryde or go where so hym) luste. 

In bedde he thynckyth no lengger reste. 2444 

He rysyth vppe ynne grete haste, 

An on) hy8 Iomey byythte hym) faste. 

He toke hys cowerser that was Coole blacke, 

And lyjthtely lepyth apon) hys backe, 2448 

And takyth wyth hym) hys lemers too; 

Off meyne wyth hym) taketh he no moo. 

Ilyt nedythte nojth telle how he toke hys leve, 

He dydde yt prauely ouer eve. 2452 

Off oder thyng* takethe he no kepe, 

Butte straygth he rydyth forthe to the [s]chyppe, 

Wyche furete hym) brojthte to thatt Cetee. 

Wyth-owten) more there-in gothe he, [Uaf».b«ek] 2456 
And takyth hys horse wyth hym in honde. 

Wanne ho was there-ynne he* fownde 
A bedde alle redy and clenly made, 

Whereof he was Ry^thte ynly gladde. 2460 

He made hym redy, and ynne dide crepe, 

He hadde grete nede forto slepe. 

Off thus fayre schyppe alle the mayne, 

2458. he] MS. y. ’ 


Univ. CoU. MS. 


My covenaunt wole I not breke." 2436 
Now hene they bothe left talkyng 
And falle in-to grete thenkvng. 2440 
Thus lyeth Partanope tylle hit was day 
That the lyght verryly he say. 

In bedde he wole no longer rest. 

To ryse vp hem) semyth best; 2446 

And toke hys courser that was blak, 
And lyghtly lepith vpon) hys bak, 

And taketh wyth hym) his lymers 
twoo. 

Of meyny takyth wyth hym) no moo. 
Hit nedyd not to take more love, 


For it was do prevely over eve. 2452 
Of other thyng toke he no kepe, 

But streyght he rydeth to the Shipne, 
Whych fyrst hym) brought to tnat 
cytee. 

Wythoute more theryn) gothe he, 2456 
And taketh hys hors with hym) on) 
lionde. 

Whan) he was yn) there, he fonde 
A bedde redy, alle clennely made, 
Wherof he was ryght Inly glade. 2460 
He made hym) redy, and yn) dyd crepe, 
He had grete nede for to slepe. 
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Off wyche he myjthte 1103 th on see, 

Vppe drowe angker yn) alle the haste. 

The schyppe anone begynnyth sayle faste, 

Thatt er thatt day was comen) to ende— 

The schyppe so saylythe afore the wynde— 

He hadde alle paasyd the grete see, 

And ynne to Lyere was comyn) hee, 

Where as he muste nedys abyde; 

He mygthte no ferther for thatt tyde. 

The schyppe was grete, he my 3 thte no 3 th passe. 

The water of Leyre alle-so was 

Butte strayte, and eke yt was scholde.* 

There thay can) faste owte folde 
The gabelle, on) wyche the anker was 
Tyed, owte, and a grete pas 
The grete anker they lette owte slyde, 

Be wyche thys grete schyppe schulde Ryde. 

The schyppemen) alle bothe more and lesse 
Owte of the schyppe the bote gan dresse 
In-to tlie watere thatt hatythe Leyre. 

[A bed] Thay hym) dressyd welle and ffnyre 
In-to the bote, and yt was arayede 
Wythe clennely clothys, and fer-in they leyde 
Alle slepyng* Partonope. 

Off thus araye nothynge wyste he. 

Thys was mo thenketh a wonder reyse. 

Whenne he woke, then) faste be Bloyse 
Aryved thus 3 onge Partonope, 

2475. MS. schaldc, dcarcily scholde. 


2464 


Tl*e invis¬ 
ible crew 
heave 
anchor. 


2468 


2472 


The ship 
tails up the 
Loire. 


2476 


2480 


2484 ftST 

while atlll 
asleep. 


248S 


He awake* 
near Biol*. 
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Vp wu the ankyr drawe in haste, 

And the Sayle ys crosse the maste. 2465 
Who hyt takelecf he cowde not see, 

But in |>ee8 so stylle lyeth he. 

This Shyppe saylleth and passith the 
See, 

And in-to the water of Lyer they 
comen) be, 2470 

Where as he must nedes a-byde ; 

He mygtit no further for the tyde. 

The Shipp was grete, he myght not 
passe, 


For the water so shalow was. 2474 
Therfore the cable they gan) oute folde 
By which the anker was y-folde. [• if. 10 . 
•The anker They leete oute slyde bock ) 
To make the Shippe to ryde. 2480 
Anone a boote was sette in to Leyre,2488 
And a bedde theryn) goode ana fayra. 
On) thys bedde Partanope slepyng 
Was leyde, therof not wetyng. 24 88 

This was now a wondyr reys. 

Whan) he woke, then) fast by Bloya 
Aryved 1 this yong Partanope, 
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He think* of 
Melior and 
burnt* into 
tear*. 


Proceeding 
on hi* 
journey 


he meet* 
twelve black 
sumpter- 
horses. 


Wyclie he knewe [welle] for hys contre. p*»rsi]: 2492 
Wan) he was landyd, then) ganne he blyve 
Hym) loke abowte, butte thynge on) lyve 
Saue horse and grehowndys cowthe he non) se, 

Wyche he brojthte wyth hym to the see. 2496 

The bote no lengger there wolde soiome, 

Butte to hys schyppe gan) faste returae. 

Butte ho was gyde kowde he nott see 

Off thus bote, and stylle stode he 2500 

And thyncketh on) Melioure, hys hert swete. 

For pety of here the terys a-downne crepe 
Owte off hys eyen) down) by hys cheke. 

Hys hert tenderyd, and ganne to wepe, 2504 

And thynkethe sone to turne a-yenen) 

To se hys lady, hys hertes quene. 

Here-to he prayythe God sende grace ; 

And onne hys Iomey he gynnyth to pace. 2508 

Off the Cuntre he nymmyjthte grete garde, 

And seyth where Bloys stante, and thedyrwarde 
The way fulle preuely taketh he ; 

He wolde nogth blythely aspyed be. 2512 

And as he nyed Bloys nere, 

In the way he sawe [how and] where 
Agayne hym) come xii somerys, 

Charged wythe golde and Ryche auerys*. 2516 

2505. MS. thyrakethe. 2516. MS. arayes. 
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Which he knew wele for his Contree. 
Whan) he was landed, than) gan) he 
blyve 2493 

Hym) loke a-boute, but thyng on) lyve 
Save hors and grehoundes couthe he 
none see. 

Which he brought wyth hym) to the 
See. 2496 

The Boote no lenger wolde sogeoorn) 
But to his Shippe fast gan) retourne. 
But who was gyde couth he not se 
Of this Boote, and stylle stont he 2500 
And thenketh on) Melior, his hert 
swete. 

For pyte of hir hys teres doun) crepe 
Oute of his eyen) doun) by his cheeke. 


Hys hert tendred.antf gan) to wepe, 2504 
And thenkith soone to turne a-yen) 

To see hys lady and his Queen). 
Here-to he prayeth God send hym> 
grace ; 

And on) his Journey forthe he gan) 
passe. 2508 

Of the contree he taketh grete garde, 
He aeeth where Bloys stont, and thy- 
derwarde 

The way futt prvvely taketh he ; 

He wole not hlely aspyed be. 2512 
And as he come then) Bloys nere. 

In the wey he sawe how and where 
Agayn) hym) Come xy Somers, 2515 
Charged wyth golde and ryche auerys. 
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The horse were blacke euery-chone, 

Ryjth fayre coureerys ; and wytb hem) come 
xij jonge men) thatt hem) dede lede, 

Welle cladde yn) sylke, wyth-owten drede. 2520 

Alle be-hynde there come a knyjthte 

Thatt was ther master, and thatt was Ry;thte, 

For he [had] large of the message. 

He was very whyte for age ; 2524 

He was fullc semely, of stature longe; 

In jowthe hyttc semed he hadde bene stronge. 

Wanne he hadde syjthte of Partonopc, [i«f si, back] 

Hys message ynne thus wyse sayde he : 2528 

“ Syr,” he sayde, “ y saye yow gretynge 

Fro [s]wyche onne thatt aboue alle thynge 

Thatt Erthely ys, to yow hathe geffe 

Here body, here herte, and alle here loue. 2532 

And as ye* ben) [here] herte swete, 

Sche prayythe ye schulde not here for-gete. 

Alle thys tresowre sche hathe yow sente, 

And as to here loue, to thus entente 2536 

To mayntayne yowr* warres, and that in armes 
Ye schulde be worchyppfuH, and of Charmes 
Be Ryjthte ware, that 30 ne be 

Wythe [hem] be-gyled.” Thenne seyde he 2540 

To thus kny;thte : “ God me defende 
Here ynne sucche wyse to offende.”— 


laden 
with gold, 
and led by 
twelve 
young men. 


Their mas¬ 
ter, an old 
knight, tells 
him that 
these treas¬ 
ures have 
been sent by 
Melior to 
defray 
the expenses 
of war. 
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The hors were blake euerychone, 

Rygftt fayre coursers; and with hem 
come 2518 

Twelve young men) that dyd hem) lede, 
Wele cladde ineylke, withouten) drede. 
Alle be-hynde there Come a knyght 
That was her mayster, and that was 
rygftt, [i«*r 11 ] 

For he had charge of the message. 

He was alle white for vorray age ; 2524 
He was futt semely, of stature longe ; 
In youth hit semyd he had be stronge. 
Whan) he had syght of Partanope, 

His message in this wyse sayde he: 2528 
“ Sir,” he sayde, “ I say yow gretyng 


Fro suche one that a-bove alle thyng 
That erthly ys, to yow hath yove 
Hir body, hyr hert, and hir love. 2532 
And as ye byn) hir hert swete, 

She prayetb yow that ye wol not hyr 
foryete. 

Alle this tresoure She hath yow sent 
As to hyr love, for this entent 2536 
To mayntene youre werres, and that in 
armes 

Y 0 shulde be worthy / and of charmes 
Be wett ware that ye ne be 2539 
With hem) begyled.” / Then sayde he 
To this knyght: “ God me defende 
Euer in anche wyse her to offende. ”— 
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Partonope 
it to be 
knighted by 
Melior, and 
by no other. 


The roee- 
•eager* take 
their leave, 
and disap* 
pear. 


“ Welle," seyde thys knyjtHte, “ yette haue I to saye 
To yow yett more. Sche dothe praye 2544 

In annes and tur[n]ewmentys ye lusty to be, 

In Iustys alle-so.; butte lokytbe thatt ;e 
Be ware thatt knyjthte uo man) yow make. 

Thatt dede wolle sche vppon) here take 2548 

Thatt day thatt ;e weddyd schulde bee. 

Wythe yowi* swerde anone wolle sche 
Yow gyrde yn alle pepuH syjthte. 

Sche schalle yow geue the worder of knyjthte. 2552 
And kepe yow welle for God-ys sake 
That by no Crafftc Eny man yow make 
To se yowi* lady er tyme be." 

And wythe thatt worthe alle wepyng* he 
Turned hym) and gothe hys waye. 

These ^onge men), thatt yn) selke so gaye 
Were clothyd, to hym) they come anone 
To take ther leue; for they muste gooae 
Wyth here master home agayne. 

And then) they seyde: “ Syr, loke je bene 
Euer-more to yowre lady trewe, 

Ellys yt wylle yow bothe rewe, 

And thatt 30 not to longe solorne, 

Butte to yowr* lady sone retume." 

And wyth thatt worthe sodenly they be : 

Yanaachyd away, that trewly he 


2556 


2560 


[lmr St] 


2564 


2568 


2545. tuifn]ewmentys] own written above r. 
2568. vanaschyd] eecond a like o. 
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" Wele,”sayth this knyght, "yet haue 
I to say 

To yow more. She dothe yow pray 2544 
In annes, in turnemente* ye lusty be 
And in Instes loke that be ye. 

Be ware that yow knyght no man) 
make. 

That dede wole She rpon) hir take 2548 
That day that ye simile weddyd be. 
With yoare 8werde a-none wylle She 
Yow gyrd in alle the peples syght 
She shaft yow gyffe the ordre of 
knyght. 2552 

And kepe yow weft for Goddys sake. 


Digitized by Google 


Be no crafte no man) yow make 
To see your* lady or tyme be.” 2555 
And with that worde alle wepyng he 
Turned hym) and gothe his way. 

These vonge men) in sylke so gay 2558 
Were clothid / to hym) they come a-none 
To take theire leve, for they muste gono 
‘With hyr maister home a-yen). 

And they sayde : "Syr, looke ye ben) 
Euer to youre lady futt trew, [»if.u.bk.] 
And that ye not longe sogeourne, 2565 
But to youre lady sone retume. ” 

And with that worde sodenly they be 
Vanesshid a-way, that trewly he 2568 
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Wote neuer were thay bene [be]come. 

To Bloys bathe he the waye nome. 

A-ffore hym) gothe thus xij somerys 
Streyjthte to the gate, where as the porterys 
Stode to-gydere and sawe thus syjthte, 

And thanckyd hyely God alle-myjtfcte. 

They sawe the somerys Charged wytfe lJyccbes. 
The CasteH stode ynne grete dystresse ; 

They tho 3 th yt come by God-ys grase. 

Inne they lette the somerys pace. 

Sone affter came Partonope. 

[And whan) they ospyed hit was he, 

And they myght redyly hym) know, 

Down) on) knees they gan) falle low, 

And welcomed hym) with alle her hert. 

And in alle hast one in ded stert, 

And to the lady, his moder, saide he : 

“ Youre Son) ys come, Partanope.”] 

Sche gan) to fraye of sodente, 

Butte yette ynne haste vppe Rysyth sche, 

And gothe here sone for to mete. 

Whaune sche hym) sawe, sche gynnythe to wepe 
For very Ioye, and ther-wyth-alle 
Here armcs, thatt were long* and smale, 

Abowte hys necke sche dede leye. 

Sche my^thte for Ioye no worthe seye, 

2579. MS. scarcely come. 


Partonope 
anivee at 

Bloii. 

2572 


2576 


2580 T*>® porters, 

recognizing 
him, fall 
down on 
their knees. 


2584 


2588 

His mother 
comes to 
welcome 
him. 
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T^°rfi neaer w h«re they be become. And they myght redyly hym) know, 

To Bloys hath he the way nome. Down) on) knees they gan) falle low’ 

Arorne hym) gone these xij Somers And welcomed hym) with alle her 
Streyght to the yate, whe[re] as the hert. 

o.P? 0 *” . , 2572 And in alle hast one in ded stert, 2584 

Stode to-gyder and sawe this syght, And to the lady, his moder, saide he : 
And thanked hyghly God almyght. “ Yonre Son) ys come, Partanope.” 
They sawe the Somers charged with She gan) affray of this sodeyn) caas, 
rychesse. And ryseth vp in a grete raas, 2588 

rhecastettstode in grete distresse; 2576 And gothe hir Son) for to mete. 

They thought hit come by Goddys Whan) Sye She gynneth to wepe 
. 8™°®; ... „ For verray Ioye, and therewith-att 

And m they lete these Somers passe. Her armes, that were longe and smatt, 

Sone after come this Partanope, A-boute his nekke She dyd lay. 259S 

And whan) they aspyed hit was he, 2580 She myght no worde for Ioye say. 
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8he uka 
where he bee 
been this 
long time, 


end com- 

S leina of her 
ietreee. 


Per ton ope 
com forte 
her. 


And kysaed hym) wytb dedely chere. 

Sche ferde as thow sche wests neuer where 2596 

Sche hadde bene, and ther-wyth downe 
To grownde sche fylde onne a sownne. 

And sone affter sche dydde awake 

Owte off here sownynge, and gynnythte take 2600 

Here hert to here fully agayne. 

And then) sche seyde: “ Where haue je bene, 

My dere sone, my Erthely Ioye, 

Thatt neuer y hadde tokyn) fro the, 2604 

Letter ne worthe thatt me my^th ese, 

To me thus hathe bene grette dyssese. 

Kynge Cleobollys he ys dede, pur it, back] 

Yowi* fader alle-so; thus ys the threde 2608 

I stande, an am) ynne grete dowte. 

My neyjthbowrys here rownde abowte 
Haue Rebellyd and dysheryed me 

Off fayre castellys no lease thenne thre, 2612 

Thatt stonden) here ynne the morcsse 
Rownde abowte the castet of Bloys.” 

“Madame,” sayde thus Partonope, 

“ Bethe off gode comfort; y hope that je 2616 

In schorte tyme schalle stonde yn) ese. 

Y knowe Ryjthte welle alle yowi* dyssese. 

Butte dothe dyscharge alle thys somerys, 

And sendyth abowte for kny 3 tes and squyers. 2620 


2609. stande] * fairly distinct. 2613. MS. pouibly maresse. 
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And kessed hym with a dedely chere. 
8he ferd u thogh She wist not where 
She had be, and therwith down) 

To grounds She fallith in swoune. 2698 
And whan) after She was a-wake 
Oute of hir ewownyng and gynneth take 
Hir hert fully to hir a-yen), [leaf ii] 
And then) She sayde: “ Where haue 
ye ben), 

My dere Son), myn) herthly Ioye, 

That neuer letter ne worae sent with 
oye, 2604 

That myn) hert gretly myght ease. 
This hath be to me a grete dyssease. 
King Cleouelys now ys dede. 


And youre fader also/thus in drede 2608 
I stonde, and am) in grete doute. 

Myn) neyghbours here a-boute 
Haue rebellid and disherited me 2611 
Of flfayre castellia no lesse than) thre, 
That stonde here in this Marreys 
Rounds a-boute this Castett of Bleys." 
“ TV/T Adame" sayde this Partanope, 
XYL “Beth of goode com forte ; I 


hope that ye 2616 

In short tyme shaft stonde in ease 
I know ryght wele youre dyssease, 

But dothe discharge alle these Somers, 
And sendyth a-boute for knyghtis aDd 
Squyens. ’ 2620 
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I schalle nojthto spare for no gyffte 
Hem) to wytli-holde by my thryffte 
To saue yow yowr* herytage, 

And c. M H y wolle welle wage.’* 2624 

In alle the haste thenne dothe ache 

Here letterys sende alle the Cuntro 

[For knyght, yomen), and goode Squyer 

A certeyn) day to come to dyner. 2628 

Tydyng ranne thorow the contree] 

Thatt home was comen) Partonope. 

The tythyngys to hys fryndys buthe gladde, 

Hys Enmyys ther-off no Ioye made. 2632 

Whenne the cheualrye of the Cuutre 
Herde saye thatt Partonope 
In very trowthe* was come home, 

Paste to hym) warde they gynne gone. 2636 

He hym) reseuyd wythe goodely chere, 

They be Ryjtli gladde to feynde hym) there.* 

To thowsand knyjthtys there he wyth-helde, 

Thatt redy were to go to the fylde, 2640 

When) thatt euere hym) lesste to Ryde. 

Partonope wolde no lenger abyde, 

Butte to the stronge Castellys thre 

The streyjthte way anon) wylle he*. 2644 

2635. MS. trawthe. 

2688. MS. They feynde be Ryjth gladde off hym) there. 

2644. wylle he] MS. taketh he, which properly belongs to 1. 2648, 
the scribe having dropped four line*, here supplied from Univ. Coll. 


The knights 
of the coun¬ 
try, hearing 
that Parton¬ 
ope hat re¬ 
turned, 
hasten to 
Blola. 


Partonope 
regains his 
mother's 
castles, and 

then goes to 
►ucconr the 
King at 
Puntoiae. 


Univ. Coll. MS. 


I shaft not spare now for no yefte 
Hem) to with-holde now by my 
thrifts 

To sane yow and myn) heritage, 2623 
And hundreth thousand I wol wage." 
In alle the hast than) dothe She 
Hir letters send alle the Contree 
For knyght, yomen), and goode Sqnyer 
A certeyn) day to come to dyner. 2628 
Tydyng ranne thorow the contree 
That home was come Partanope. 

These tydyngia to his frendys were 
glade, 

His enemyes herof no Ioye made. 2632 
PARTONOPE. 


Whan) the cheualry of that contree 
Herde say how that Partanope 
In verray trouth was come home, 

Fast to hym) ward they gan) gone. 2636 
He hem) resseyvid with goodrly chere. 
They be right glade to fynde hym) 
here. 

Two thousand knyghtes there [he] 
with-helde, [» leaf u, back] 

*That redy were to go to feelde, 2640 
Whan) that euer hym) lyst to ryde. 
PartAnope wole no lenger byde. 

But to these stronge Castelles thre 
The streyght way a-u one wylle he. 
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Tht heathen 
king Agiaor 
la deTaata- 
ting the 
country. 


Another 
heathen king 
la Borne- 

go™. 


[Short tale to make, this ys no lees, 

The castellys, the Con tree he sett in pees. 
Wythoute more lette than) Partanope 
Streight to the kyng the way] taketh he 
To a stronge CasteH men) callythe Pvntyfe. 
There lyythe the kynge, thatt of hys lyffe 
Ys fulle wery, thus ys no * drede ; 

For he hathe nother Cownset ne rede 
Off kynne, off frynde, ne off bys lyggya. 
There-fore ynne grate drede hys he. 

And there ys a kynge hathe Agysor 
Come in-to Fraunce, thatt as a bore 
Or lyon) or wolffe ys ravennous.* 

He scleyth, he rubbythe, he leuyth no howse 
Vnbrente, saffe Castelle and vrallyd towny s. 
He hathe wythe* hym) dyuerse nacionys 
And grate Numbere of Cheualrye 
Off Norway, of Glygland, of Orcanye, 

Off Erlond, off Fresselond, of Denmarke, 
Thatt fully destroyen) alle thatt marche. 

He hopyth fully to conquers Fraunce ; 
Agaynyste hym) ther ys no rasistaunce. 
Another ys there a grate werrowre, 

A kynge. thatt ys namyd Surnegowre, 


2648 

[wn] 

2652 

2656 

2660 

2664 

2668 


2651. no] MS. to. 2657. MS. ravenaunce or ravenaunce. 
2660. wythe written twice. 

2663-64. Denmarke : marche] a like o. 


Unit. CoU. MS. 

Short tale to make, this ys no lees, Come in-to Fraunce lyke as a Boo re 
The castellys, the Contree he sett in Or a wolf that ys ravennous. 2657 

pees. 2646 H[e] aleeth, robbeth, and leveth none 

Wythoute more lette than) Partanope hous 

Straight to the kyng the way taketh he VnXbrent but castellis and wallid 

To a stronge castelle men) calle Poun- towrs. 

tyfe. He hath with hym) dyuers Chyvalours 

There lyeth the kyng, that of his lyfe Of Norwey, Glytlond, and Denmark 
Is futt wery, this ys no drede ; nacion), 2662 

For he ne hath Counsayle ne rede 2652 That the marches put in) confusion). 

Of kynne, nor frencf, ne of his leeges. He hopith fully to conquerre Fraunce ; 

Therfore in grate drede he now is. Ayen) him) ys no rasistaunce. 2666 

For there ys a kyng that highteth A-nother ther ys a grate werrioure, 
Agysore A king named Sir Somogoure, 
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Yonge, hardy, manly yn) fyjthte, 

And ther-to a passynge semely knyjthte. 

For and he hadde bene off Crystys lore, 

I trowe men) haue neuer* by-fore 
In Romaunce herd a worthyer kynge. 

He loned knyjthhode aboue alle thynge. 

The kyng of Fraunce ys onne Pvntyfe. 

Tydyng’-ys he heryth* of werre and stryffe 
Thorowe alle Fraunce yn) euery Cuntre. 

In thus Casteti wyth hym) there be 
Offe frenche an flemysche, as y wene, 

Uutte x M*‘; and there agaynys bene 
An) .c. M H wyth kynge Surnegowre, 

There-fore off Cheualrye he ys namyd folowre. 

And alle thus heryth Partonope. 

A-none to the kynge faste hyythe he, 2684 

And wythe hym brynggythe a ffayre mayne, [iears3,b«ckj 
Fyffe M w knyjthtes, wyche thatt be 
In armes fresche and welle arayde; 

Here wagys he hathe hem welle payde. 2688 

Nowe tythynggy8te of Partonope 
To the kynge ys come, and gladde ye he, 

And gothe agaynys hym) owte of hya towre, 

And reseuyd hym) wyth grete honowre, 2692 

And hye desese tellyth in haste 
To Partonope, and how sore agaste 


2672 


2676 


2680 


a worthy 

young 

knight. 


The Ring of 
Franca ha* 
only tan 
thousand 
men; 

8ornegour 
haa one 
hundred 
thousand. 


Partonope 
brings with 
him flee 
thousand 
knights. 


The King 
explains his 
hopeless 
position. 


2872. neuer] MS. here. 2678. MS. beryth. 


Univ. CoU. MS. 


Yong, hardy, and futt fleers in fyght,* 
And therto a passyng semely knyght. 
The kyng of Fraunce ys now in Foun- 
trfe. 2675 

Tydynge# he heryth of werre and 
atryfe 

Thorow alle Fraunce in euery Contre. 
In this castelt with hym) ther be 
Of ITrenctl, of ffiemmynges, as I wene. 
But ten) thowsand ; and there a-yenst 
bene 2880 

An) hundred thowsand with kyng Sor- 
nogoure, 

That of chevalry ys named the floure. 
Alle this herith yonge Partanope. 

3049. 


A-none to the kyng fast hyeth he, 2684 
And with hym) bryngith a fnyre meyne 
Fere hundred knyghtis, whiche that 

he [leans] 

In armes fressh and wett a-rayde ; 

They be of her wages welt payde. 2688 
Now tydyngw of this Partanope 
Are come to the kyng, and gladde ys 
he, 

And gothe a-yenst him) oute of his 
toure, 

And hym) resseyvith with grete 
honoure, 2692 

And his dysseasc he tellith in hast 
To Partanope, and how sore a-gast 

• sygfct 
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HU 11m- 
men will not 
obey him. 


rontoiee fa 

atrongly 

fortified. 


He ys of kynge Sornagowre, 

For he ye so stronge a werrowre. 2696 

He thynckyth thus lond to conquere. 

“ I may not slepe for sorowe and fere : 

He brennyth and waatyth alle the londe, 

I hane no power hym) to wyth-etonde.” 2700 

Alle thus heryth Partonope. 

He eeyyth butte lyteB, butte more thynckyth he. 

Atte the laete he sayde to the kynge : 

“ Me mervelyth gretely off on) thynge. 2704 

Why eende je nojthe for alle menne 
Thatt to yowP Crowne lege bene t ”— 

“So haue y do,” thenne eeyde the kynge. 

M They wylle obbeye me nothynge. 2708 

Y canne ynne no wyse trewly see 

Butt thatt they neyder holde me 

For kynge, for eouereyne, ne for no lorde.” 

Partonope answeryd atte thatt worthe : 2712 

“ Thenne eethen) ytte wolle no beter be, 

Pray God of helpe, and he wolle see 
To hys seruand euer yn) nede. 

I canne no more butte thus I rede.” 2716 

The kynge now leuyth alle thys mater, 

And 8trey$thte gothe in to [hys] dyner, 

And wyth hym) takythe Partonope. 

Ry$th gladde of hym) for sothe ys he.* 2720 

Thys Pvntyfe ys a CasteH Ryalle, 


The first four lines of leaf 34 are a repetition of 1L 2702-5, with 
the following differences of spelling : seyythe, lytet, tbynkyth, 
seyde, menrelythe, of O thyynge, nojthte. 


He ys of this kyng Sornogoure, 

For he ys so fleers a werrioare. 
Partanope answerith the kyng: 

“ Me merveylith gretly of oo thing. 
Why sende ye not ffor alle men) 

That to youre crown) lyege been) T”— 
“ So haue I do,” then) sayde the kyng, 
“ They wolle a-bey me no-thyng, 2708 
Ne know me for her souereyn) lorde.” 
Partanope answerith at that worde : 

“ What yf yt wolle no better be, 2713 


Prayeth God of helpe, and he wole 
see 

To his Seruaunt at euery nede. 

I canne no more, but thus I rede." 

The kyng leveth alle this mate re, 2717 
And comyth in-to the halle, 

And ryght a-none therwith-alle, 

And streyght gothe in to his dynere. 
And with hym) taketh Partanope. 
Ryght gladde of hym) forsothe ys he. 
This Pountyfe ys a Casteti ryatt, 2721 


Unit. CoU. MS. 

2696 
2703 
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Clo8yd welle wytfi Ry 3 tfc a stronge walle, 

Fulle of towres wytfc-owten) dowte. 

A deche ryjthe depe goythe Rownde abowte, 2724 

Fulle of water, and harde to wynne. 

Ther-to the Castet ys wyth-ynne 
Off men) of armes stuffet welle. 

OfE warre vesture byt* lackethe neuer a delle. 2728 

Nowe hadde these hethen) men) in coBtome 

Euery day armed ffreschely to come 

To profere skermesche to thys caatelle. 

Thay spare nojthte to come Ry 3 thte to the walle. 2732 

And these were kny 3 thtes of kynge Somagowre, 

Wyche off cheualrye bare the flowre, 

Where-of he lafte hadde atte the Castelle of Chanarde 

A M M kny 3 thtys and neuer a cowarde. 2736 

xx u he lafte be-hynde 

Wyth kynge Agysor* soior[n]ynge. 

No wonder ys thowe the kynge be 

Off Fraunce aferde, for fewe folke hathe he. 27 40 

There-fore he comawndytli ynne grete haste 

The porterys to sparre the gatys faste, 

Thatt ther schulde no man) owte Isse, 

Kny 3 thte ne squyer, butte be hys avyse. 2744 

The Ethen) wyth grete boste and cryynge 

To the Castellc-gate for Scarmesynge 

Eny day comen) wyth grette pryde, 

The Cuntre prayden) yn) euery syde. 2748 

2728. hyt] MS. hys. 2729. MS. costonne. 

2734. MS. boret 2738. MS. Caysar. 


bat it 
threaten ©d 
every day by 
bornegonr'a 
warrior*, 


thousand* of 
whom are 
left partly 
at Cnart. 
partly with 
Agltor. 
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Wele closyd with water and walle. 2722 
The hethen) men) had in custom) 2729 
Armed firesshly euery day to come 
To profer Skyrmyssh to this Castett. 
They spare hit not neuer a dele, 2732 
And thise were knyghtes of Sorno- 
goure, 

Whiche of cheualry bare the floure, 
Where-of he had left at Castett Chay- 
nard 

Ten) thowsand knyghtes to kepe the 
warde. 27 36 

And twenty thowsand he lefte be-hynde 


; Gysore sogeournyng. 
ys thoght the kyng be 2739 
a-ferde, for few folke had 


1 With kyng Gysore so) 

No wondyr ys 
Of Fraunce 

he; [» l•nrlJ,b*ckJ 

Wherfore he comaundeth that none 
shulde be nyse 

To passe tbe'yates but hit be at his 
a-vyse. 2744 

The hethen) with grete boosts and cry¬ 
ing 

To the Castett-gate for skermysshing 
Kuerthey come with grete pryde, 2747 
And take greto pray on) euery syde. 
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The booty is 
all sent to 
Agiaor. * 

Sornegour 
himself is at 
Chars. 


He com* 
mends his 
rear to loin 
him on Saint 
James's day. 


Ten thou¬ 
sand men 
ride at once 
to Pontolse, 
without 
waiting for 
their king. 


Watte euer ther prayes where nette, schepe, or horse, 
Thay sende alle to kynge Agysores. 

Atte Chare lyethe kynge Somegowre [leaf u, back] 

As fere ynne batyt as eny bore 2752 

Thatt wylde ys, and lyythe ynne Dense. 

He comawndythe sertayn) of hys men) 

To Ryde to hys re [re] warde, 

Thatt thay schulde geue hym) in charge 2756 

To euery man) in hys degree 
Thatt they algate schulde be 
Wythe hym) atte synt lames ffeste, 

Thatt hathe Baptyste bothe moste and leste. 2760 

Thys was vppon) wytsoneday 

That kynge Sornegowre at Chare leye, 

Hys Rennerys dysconeryd the Cuntre, 

There herde he fyrete of Partonope. 2764 

Wanne thatt tythyngys they ganne here, 

Off Partonope thenne dydde they ffere. 

The saryjynys ganne here cowncett take, 

And charged alle men) they schulde make 2768 

Hem redy and arme hym) faste, 

For they wolde ryde yn) alle haste. 

A none x M M redy were 

Onne horee-backe armed wyth schelde and spere. 2772 
v. c. off these, as I rede, 

Helden) hole to-gyder wyth-owten) drede. 

The oder v. c. owte of araye 

Ranne and pryckyd the Cuntre alle daye.* 2776 

2749. prayes] s like r. 2763. MS. Remerys. 

On leaf 34, back, the last nine lines (.after 2776) are crossed out in 
MS. Then follows catch-word: ranne and pryked 1 , and at the top 
of leaf 35 is repealed: Ranne and prekyde the Cuntre alle daye. 
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At Chaise lyeth kyng Sornogoure 2751 
As feera in batayle as any Boore. 2752 
He senditft to his rewarde tho 2755 

That they shutt make hem) redy and 
come hym) to. 

This was vpon) the whitsonday 2761 
That Sornogouore made this a-ray. 

His Renners d yscoucred* alle the contree, 
And there they herde first of Par- 
tanope. 2764 


The Sarajyns than) they gonne feere, 
And a C'ounsaile then) makyn) there. 
Anone ten) thowsand redy were 2771 
On horsbak armed with Sheelde and 
Spere. 

Fyve hundred of these, as I rede, 

Helde hole to-gyther withouten) drede. 
The tother out* of aray than) 

Alle day the Countree pryked and 
ranne; 2776 
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Thay rafte maney man) hys lyffe. p**rts] 

Thay cesyd nott tylle thay where atte Pvntyffe. 
Thorow the Contre thenne Rose the crye. 

The frenchemen) onne the castet onne hye, 

Owte of the Cuntre herde grette afraye, 

Whyth hym)-6ylfe hadde grette dysmaye. 

The hethen) luste notte to abyde here kynge, 

The ffrenche men) thay dradde no-thynge. 

A-none as euer Partonope 

Thys noyse heryth, watt dothe he 

Paste butte armethe hym in alle haste ? 

And Comaw[n]dythe hys sowdyowre* faste 
They make hem) redy, for he wolle Ryde, 

He thynckyth no longer for to abyde. 
v. c. now on) horse-backe [he hade] 

Welle armed; and thenne hee bade * 

The porterys faste vndo the $ate. 

Butte he wolle lette no man) passe ther-ate, 

Tylle tyme thatt he the kynge mu;thte y-see 
Redy to ryde and hys mayne. 

The kyng« ys armed and Redy to Ryde. 

Afifter hym) ther wolle no man) abyde. 

Two M M men) alle redy he 
Armed hadde, and thenne Partonope 
Spake to the kyng* ynne thus wyse : 

[“Sir, I pray yow, lat me devyse] 

Howe thatt $e gouemyd schalle be. 

Kepythe to-gedyr alle yowr* mayne, 


2780 


2784 


2788 


2792 


2796 


2800 


2804 


Partonope 
arms him- 
eelf. 


He bide the 
porter* open 
the gate. 


Two thou- 
eend men are 
ready to 
tally. 


The King it 
to remain 
behind. 


2788. MS. aawdyowre*. 

2792. bee bade] MS. bade hee. 
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They refte many a man of his lyfe. 
They sees not tylle they come to Poun • 
tyfe. 2778 

Thus they made a sudeyn) affray. 2781 
They in the Castett gan) dysmay. 

Auone as euer this Partanope 2785 
This novse herith, what dothe he! 
Armed hym) in alle that hast, 

And with alle his soudiours as fast 
He thenketh no lenger for to a-byde, 


But to hym) ys redy for to ryde. 27 90 
He bade the porters vndo the yate, 2793 
But they wolde not late none oute 
therate, 2794 

Tylle the kyng were redy to ryde. 2797 
Than) after hym/ he dothe a-byde. 2798 
1 He spake to the kyng in This wyse : 

“ Sir, I pray yow, lat me devyse 2802 
How that ye shaft governed be. P If. 14] 
Kepeth hole to-gydyr youre meyne. 
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Partonope 
ridea into 
the field, 
and U at 
once 

attacked bj 
a heathen 
knight 


Partonope 
cleaves hie 
head. 


This 
knight’s 
name was 
Heidi n. 


And y schalle go affore and mete 
Wytt these hethen); butte locke $e lete 
None off yowi* hoete fro yow goo. 

Butte jyff $e se ytte stonde soo 2808 

Thatt of helpe y haue grete nede, 

Me * to Rescowe than) faate $e spede.” 

Now [of] the kynge Partonope 

Hys leue takytfi, and ffreschely Rydyth he 2812 
Ouer the brygge yn-to the fylde, 

To hym war[d] comyng* he be-helde 

Freschely armed an) hethen) knyjtfcte 

Thatt hym) asawylett wytfc alle hys myjtfcte. 2816 

Partonope pulleth owte hys swerde, 

As he [that] was no-thynge aferde. [leaf ss, back] 

He gaffe the hethen) kny;th a dynte 

Wythte hys swerde thatt neuer stynte, 2820 

% 

Tylle cleuen) was hede and helrne anone, 

Streyjthte vnto the breste bone. 

He ffelle downe dede yn) alle here syjthte. 

Heldines hyjth* thus knyjthte. 2824 

He was of grete* reputacon) 

Amonge the hethen), for here gownfanon) 

He bare euer-more ynne Batayle. 

Thus sayyth myn) Autor wyth-owten) fayle. 2828 

Thys hathe Heldynes harde y-hent 
Off thus skarmosche the fyrste dent*. 

Partonope wolde 1103 th sese 

Off grete strokys, butte yn) be-gynnythe to prese, 2832 
2810. Me] MS. ye. 2824. MS. bryjth. 2825. MS. crete. 
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And I shaft goo a-fore and meete 2805 
With these hethen) ; but looke ye 
leete 

None of youre Oost from) yow goo. 

But yf ye wyle see het stant soo 2808 
That I of helpe haue grete nede, 

Me to rescow than) fast ye spede.” 

Ow of the kyng this Partanope 
His leve takith, and forthe rydeth 
he 

Over the Brygge in-to the feelde, 2813 
Where he sawe and be-heelde 
How that an) hethen) knyght 
Be gan) hym to assayle with his myght. 


Partanope pulleth oute his Swerde, 
And of nym) is no-thyng a-ferde. 2818 
He gaff that knyght suche a dyut 
That thurgh his hede hit glyn t. 

He fylle doune dede alle inner syght. 
Helaenes was the name of this knyght. 
He was a man) of grete reputacion) 2825 
Amonge the hethen), for he her gan- 
fanon) 

Bare euermore in any Batayle. 

Thus sayth myn) autoure withoute 
fayle. 2828 

Now Partanope wole not sees 2831 
To gyff grete strokes in that prees, 
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As he thatt was bo the hardy and bolde. 

Sucche a stroke he gaffe Bumolde, 

An hethen) man), thatt alle myjtht see. 

The quarter wythe the harme he made flee 2836 

From) the body in-to the fylde. 

Sucche strokys men) haue y-sen butte sylde. 

Partonope cryed : “ 0 Crysten) men)! 

Leye onne faste, thatt the hethen) 2840 

Neuer mo we thatt day se 

Thatt we schulle of them) be 

Dyscumfyte, or ellys be wyth-drawe 

Off sucche pepelle of false lawe.” 2844 

The hethen) hertys gan) faste colde 

Be-cawse of Heldine and of Burnolde 

Where so deden); for bothe too 

Were gode knyjthtys ; and Partonope ther-to 2848 

So fereely leyyth onne rownde abowte ; 

Moche folke he sleythe of the hethen) Rowte. 

Amonge the hethen) he so pressythe, 

And of fyjthtyng* neuer sessythe. 2852 

He leyyth oh) the hethen) soo 

They mow nott chese, away th[e]y poo, 

Alle blody and beten) owte of the fyjtlite*. 

Thus huth thay thus day alle scumfyte; 2856 

A-way they flee an huge pace. 

Partonope* folewyth wythe the chase [ie*rst>j 

Wythe alle hys power by hys syde. 

2838. MS. auorter T 2855. MS. flyjtl.te. 

2858. MS.- Partonotope. 


Partonope 
then slays 
Burn old. 


He encour¬ 
ages his mem 
to fight 
valiantly. 


The enemies 
ret rest. 
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For he was bothe hardy and boolde. 
And auche a stroke he gaffe Bornolde 
That a hethen) knyght was he. 2835 
The quarter with the arme he made 
flee [' leaf 14,Uck] 

Fro the Body in-to the feelde. 

Sa[c]he strookes men) haue sey seelde. 
Partanope cryed : “Oye cristen) men), 
Lay on) fast ypon) the hethen), 2840 
That they se not vs withdraw©. 2843 
Kelle these people of fals lawe ! ” 

The hethen) hertes gam faste Coolde 
1 Be-cause of Hildenes and Bornolde 


With 
2H55. MS. sjght. 


Were dede so ; for bothe they two 
Were worthey knyghtea / but now ys so 
That Partanope feersly hym) a-boute 
Sleeth folke of the hethen) rowte. 2850 
Ainon^e the hethen) he so preaed. 

And of fyghtyng he neuer sesed, 

But overledde the hethen) soo 
Th[e]y inay not chese, a-way they goo, 
Alle blody and bethyn) oute of fyght, # 
Thus be they this day dyscomfyte. 2856 
A-wey they flee an) huge paaa. 
Partanope feersly pursueth the Chaas 


his power be his syde. 
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Pfcrtonop* 
orertikes 
them, and 
the battle 
tecfes 
afireeh. 


He alaya^tbe 
heathen 
knighu 
Fame and 
Mam, 


and Bel 8au- 
mt, nephew 
of king 
Somegour. 


There was sene he cowde beste ryde. 

The hethen) for fere ganne quake, 

Partonope hathe hem* ouer-take. 

Now enter-mellyd a^en) they be. 

The Crysten) lyen) onne, thatt hyt to* see 
Or here, hyt was, me thynkythte, grete Ioye. 
Partonope thatt day dydde grete noye 
To the saryjynys; for trewly abyde 
Durste they neuer not; for wonde[r] wyde 
Dysparcled ynne the felde they bee. 

Many an helme ther men) myjthte y-see 
Alle to-c late red and scheldes schake. 

The sa^ynes effte sone he ganne make 
To leue ther grownde, and to flyjthte 
He putte hem) alle; and ther a knyjthte 
Ho slowe, hose name was Fa trees*, 

He sclowe as he rode thorow the presse. 

He mette anoder hygth Maroes, 

He 8 clow hym alle-so, thus ys no lese. 

Owte of the presse nowe dothe he Ryde 
Hym to brethe, butte there abyde 
He wolle 1103 th long*, butte ynne agayne. 
Thatt sawe the sar^ynes, and faste to flene 
They ganne echone* wytfi-owten) lette. 
Among© hem was on) hygthte bele Sawrette, 
A sa^yne, a luste man), an n 3 onge. 

He was Newoo vnto Sumegowre the kynge. 


2862. hem] MS. bene. 2864. to] MS. may. 

2868. abyde underdotted before wyde. 

2875. MS. Marrees. 

2888. MS. euchene, emend echone or eurychone. 


2860 


2864 


2868 


2872 


2876 


2880 


2884 


Unit. 

There hit was seen) who cowde ryde. 
The hetbyn) for feere they gan) ouake, 
Partanope hath hem) now overtake. 
Now entermedlid a-yen they be. 

The Crysten) fyghten, Ioye hit ys to 
see; 2864 

And the hethen) drust not a-byde, 2867 
For Partanope made hym) aparble 
wyde. 

And many an) helme there men) myght 

see 


Coll. MS. 

Alle to-clateryd and broken) be. 2871 
The hethen) her gronnde gan) for-sake ; 
Her flyght a-way they dyd make. 
There Partanope in that fyght 
Slow many a doughty knyght. 

He slow the lorde Mores 2875 

And a knyght that hyght Fores. 2877 
Amonge hem) was 0011 ) Bele Soret,2884 
A lusty Sarajyn), wythoute lette. 
Strong he was and wele lykyng, 

Nevew to Sornogoure the kyng. 2886 
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Welle horeyd and ffreschely armyd was hee. 

Off hym toke kepe Partonope. 2888 

He spowrythe hys stede wytfi alle hys myjthte, 

He thojtfite thatt sar^yne schulde alyjthte. 

And wytfi grete haste wyttie hym) he mette, 


And so so re hym) wytft-sette, 2892 

The sar^yne mowjtfi yn) no wyse chese. 

Partonope made hym) there to lese 
Hys lyffe; ther-wyth Partonope 

Lokythe abowte affter hys mayne, 2896 

And to hym drawyth a sowffte pace. [leaf se, b*ckj 
The hethen) cryed alas alas,* 

Off hys dethe thay hadde grete pety. 

“ Watte manne hy[s] thus Partonope 1 ” 2900 

They sayde alle, in Crystyante 
Was nott sucche anoder as hee. 

Partonope ys nowe wythe hys mayne. 

Hem to-geder nowe draweth hee; 2904 


And dothe off hys helme hem to abrethe. 

He loked be-hynde, and on a hethe 

The kynge of Fraunce ther sawe he comynge 

Wythe alle hys Oste, wyche was gode tythyngge 2908 

To alle the power of Partonope. 

For nothyng* lengger abyde wolde he. 

Onne goythe the helme, forthe Rennytfie the stede 
Amonge alle the bodyys thatt there laye dede, 2912 
Tylle he was, wytfc-owte lese, 


The heathen 
ere Mixed 
with fear. 


Partonope 

E nlle off his 
elinet to 
recover 
breath. He 
then sees the 
King of 
Prance 
approach¬ 
ing. 


Partonope 
attacks the 
Saracens 
again, 


2898. MS. The cryed alas alas hethen) sayd alas. 


Univ. 

Wele horsed and armed was he. 2887 
Of hym) toke heede this Partanope.. 

In grete hast with hym) he mette, 2891 
Ana suche a stroke on) hym) he 
sette 

That he royght in no wyse chese, 

But his lyie dyd tho leese. [» i«af is] 
1 And therwith this goode Partanope 
Loketh a-boute for his meyne, 2896 
And to hem) draweth a softe paas. 

The hethen) cryed alias alias. 

Of his deth they had grete pytee. 
“What man) ys this Partanope f"/ 2900 
They sayde in alle Crystyante 


Coll. MS. 

Was not suche a-nother as he. 
Partanope ys now with his meyne, 

For they now to-gyder be. 2904 

He dothe of his helme for to a-brethe. 
He loked be-hynde. and vnnethe 
The kyng of Fraunce he saw comyng 
With alle his Oste; that was goode 
tydyng 2908 

To alle the power of Partanope. 

For no-thyng lenger a-byde wolde he. 
On) gothe the helme, forthe renneth 
the Stede 

Amonge the bodyes that there lye dede, 
Tylle he was, withouten) lees, 2918 
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and kills a 
knight 
named 
Lugan. 


The King of 
France 
arrives with 
two thou¬ 
sand of his 
liegemen. 


Amyddes the sarjynes yn) alle the prese. 

He leyyth abowte byra) wytfi hys brande. 

Many an hethen) there loste hys hande, 2916 

The armes fro the body clene 
He made flee ynto the grene. 

Whan) the sarjynes thus dyd see, 

Alle atte ons thay gan) [to] flee. 2920 

Amonges these [hethen] was a man), 

A worthy [knyght], thatt hygtfc Lugan). 

Wytfc hym mette Partonope. 

Hys hede anone he made flee 2924 

From the body ynto the fylde. 

Many a sa^yne hytte be-helde. 

Off thus stroke they were aferde ; 

They cursed hym) sore and eke hys swerde. 2928 

Partonope leyyth [onne] ynne euery syde. 

Now gynnythe the hethen) faste on) hym Ryde, 

And wyth fers hert hym to asayle. 

Now at Erste be-gynnythe the Batayle. 2932 

Ther-wyth-alle comythe the kynge 

Off Fraunce, and wythe hym) alle prekynge 

To M H of hys lege men), [ie»f37] 

Thatt freschely the prees of* the ethen) 2936 

Wythe sturdy speres and swerdes [br]eke. 

Onne grownde of the hethen) falleth maney freke. 

2930. or an) ? 

2936. the prees of] MS. pressyth vppon). 


Unit. Coll. MS. 


Amydde the Sarajyns in alle the 
prees. 

He laythe a-boute hym) with his 
brood. 

Many an) hethen) there lost his hond. 
The armes fro the body clene 2917 
He made flyDg vn-to the Grene. 

Whan) the Sarajyns this dyd se, 

Alle at onys they gan) to flee. 2920 
Amonge these hethen) was a man), 

A worthy knyght that hyght Lugan). 
With hym) mette this Partanope. 

His heede anone he made flee 2924 
From the body in-to the feelde. 

Many a Sara 3 yn) hit byhelde. 


Of this stroke they were a-ferde ; 

They cursid hym) sore and eke hi3 
swerde. 2928 

Partanope lyeth on) vpon) euery syde. 
Now gynne they faste on) hym) ryde, 
And with feerse hert hym) assayle. 

Now at eerst be-gynneth the batayle. 
'Therwithatt now Comyth the kyng 
Of Fraunce, and with hym) fast prekyng 
Two thowsand of his lyeeemen), 2935 
That fresly the prees ot the Fethen) 
With sturdy Speres and Swerdes 
breke. [> leaf 15. back] 

To grounde of the hethen) fylle many 
a freeke. 
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The 3 <>nge kynge hymtaylffe dothe fyjthte, 

Off hyiu ytte was a ryjtti gode syjthte. 

There bydeth notte onne, butte faste thay flee 
To Chars,* here Castet; aud Partonope 
Charchet hem streyjthte to the castelle, 
Where-ynne was many a sar^yne felle, 

Thatt to the gate faste* Ranne. 

A-none owte gothe the grete gunne. 
There-wyth they made an huge ehryche; 
Partonope hurlythe hem irt-to the deche. 

The bowes of brake er benf ynne haste ; 

They bent here arowblastys and stones caste. 
Partonope thatt day vnder hys schelde 
xx hethen) he hath© slayn) yn the fylde. 

Wythe thatt he hadde of money moo 
Broken) the armes and leggys a-twoo. 

The frenche men) thatt were leffte in Pvntyffe, 
Felle sodenly yn) grete stryffe. 

And alle was for here abydynge, 

Thatt they schulde leue be-hynde here kynge. 
They armed hym) yn grete haste, 

And affter the kynge hyed faste. 

Eche man) achaped hym to gone; 

And thus ys Pvntyffe leffte alone. 

Whenne Sumegowr*, the hethen) kynge, 

2942. MS. Iars. 2944. or mony 1 

2945. MS. farste. 


2940 


The Sara- 
cen* (lea to 
Chun. 

2944 


2948 


2952 


2956 


Tlio French 
left at Pod- 
toiae aUo 
take part in 
the battle. 


2960 


When Some 
gour hears 


Univ. Coll. MS. 

The yong kyng hym-selfe dothe fygttt. Partanope that day vndyr his Sheelde 
The hethen) in hast are put to flygtu, Twenty hethen) hat slayn) in the feeide. 

There bydeth not one / but fast gan) With that he had of many moo 2953 

flee Broken) the leggea and armes in two. 

To Charse her Castett; and Partanope The french that were left in Poun- 

Chaseth hem) fast to the Castett, tyfe, 

Where was many an) hethen) fett, 2944 Fylle sodenly in a grete stryfe. 2956 

That to the yate fast tho rvnne. And alle was for her a-bydyng 

Anone oute gothe the grete gvnne. To longe be-hynde after her kyng. 

Therwith they made an) huge slyrke They armed hem) in grete haste, 
Partanope hurlyth hem) in-to the dyke. And after the kyng they highed 1 faste. 
The bowes of brake are bent in hast; Eche man) shapeth hym) for to gone ; 
They bend her arow-blastes and stones And thus ys Pountyfe left allone. 
cast. 2950 Whan) Sornogoure, the hethen) kyng, 
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the noise 
and the 
shouting of 
his men, he 
armshimeelf 
and harries 
to the gate. 


Fire 

thousand 
French 
keep the 
bars, so that 
the 8arace)i* 
cannot get 
out of the 
castle. 


At night the 
flght ceases. 


Herde the noyce and the cryinge 2964 

Off thus mayne, he* armed hym fas to, 

An to the $ate he ganne haste. 

Whenne he to the baryerys come, 

Hys stede freschely ther he nome. 2968 

He wente to haue an issue fre*, 

Butte of hys purpose lette was he. 

The kynge off Fraunce was atte that Res, 

And Partonope the erle of Bloys ; 2972 

There was eke the kynge-ys oste. [leaf S7, beck) 

Partonope hadde atte hys coste 
v M u men) armed welle 

Wyth helmes Burneschyd Wyth bryjthte style. 2976 
Thay schette the Barryers anone Ryjthte, 

Thatt the hethen) hathe no royjthte 
Owte of the Castett forder to Isse. 

There $ede strokes fulle thycke y-wysse. 2980 

The ffrenche there wythe the hethen) [dyd] fyjthte, 

Tylle aponne hym felle durke nyjthte, 

Thatt [n]onne* off them) myjthte oder see. 

2965. he] MS. here. 2969. an iaaoe fre] MS. Partonope. 
2983. MS. onne with nne underdotted ; the doit may hare been pul 
inadvertently, a letter (o T) be/ore off having been blotted and marked 
for erasure. 


Univ. Coll. MS. 

0 

Herde thia noyae and this crying 2964 
Of hia meyne, he armed hem) fast, 

And to the yate he hyed in hast. 

And whan) he to the Barres come, 

Hia ateedc feersly there he nome. 2968 
He wende to haue and Issue free, 

But of his purpose lette was he. 

The kyng of Fraunce at that .rasa, 

1 And Partanope, The Erie of Bloya, 
And therwithatt the kyngia Ooete. 
Partanope had there at his coate [* if. is] 
Fyve thowaand men) armed' wele 2975 
In armoure brygftt made of steele. 
That ahette the barres a-none ryght, 
That the hethen) had no myght 2978 
Oute of the Castett further to goo. 
There yede strokes many tho. [fyght 
The french with the hethen) there dyd 
Tylle vpon) hem) fvlle derke nyght, 
That none of hem) myght other see. 


Bawl. MS. 

1 H . . de )>ia noyae and >is cryiuge 
. f hia meyne, he armede hym faste, 
And to t>e yate he hyede in haste. 
When) he to pe barres come, [' leaf 8] 

Hia atede freshly per he nome. 2968 
He wende to haue hade issue fre, 

But of bis porpoee let was be. 

The kynge of Fraunce at Pat reyse, 

And Partonope, J>e erle of Bloysse, 2972 
And )*r-w*tA-att >e kyngea oste. 
Partonope hade per at his coate 
Fyve >ousonde armede weft 
In armore bright made of atett, 2976 
That shet J>e barres anone right 
That pe hothyn hade no myght 
Out of be castett for per to goo. 

There yede strokes manye Jx>. 2980 
The frenche witA >e hethyn dede fight 
Titt rppon) fitt dyrke nyght, 

That none of hem myght ober ae. 2984 

Brtwen 3970 and 3971 MS. add*: The kynge 
of Fraunce let was he. 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 




British Museum MS. 


95 


The kynge com&wndyd hys men) lette be 2984 

Off thus skermysche and thus stryve. 

And takethe the way to Pvntyffe. 

The hethen) takethe Surnegowre, 

Here kynge, and streyjthte in-to the towre— 2988 

For ytte was nyjthte—thay hym ladde. 

They conseld hym), and they hym) redde 
To kepe thatt castet yn) saue garde, 

Tylle he hadde alle hys reerwarde. 2992 

To Pvntyffe ys now reden) the kynge; 

And Partonope, bothe luate and jonge, 

In thus Iornay hathe geten) hynv a name, 

Thatt alle men) be-gynne to proclame 2996 

Hys grete name and worthynys. 

Ther-to there spake bothe more and lasse, 

And seyden), sethen) the worle be-ganne, 

Was ther neuer bore a sucche a mane 3000 

Off manhode, of worthynys, of fredome and of lowlynys. 
For so hym) preysythe bothe more and lease ; 

For he helde sucche opyn) husholde 

Thatt Wellcome was ho euer come wolde. 3004 

And grete gyftys gaue he, and thatt was ofte, 


The French 
king ridet 
back to 
Pontoise. 


The 8anu 
ceut counsel 
their king to 
remain in 
the castle. 


Partonope's 

fains 


spreads 
throughout 
all France. 


Whoever 
comes to 
him is 
welcome. 


Univ. Coll. MS. 

The kyng comanndeth his men) let be 
Alle this akyrmyssh and alle this atryfe. 
And taken) the way to Pountyfe. 2986 
The hethen / taketh Sornogoure, 

Her kyng / and streyght to the Tonre, 
For hit was nyght / they hym ledde. 
And alle they counsayle and redde 
Tb kepe that Castett in safe garde, 
Tylle he had alle hie reward. 2992 
0 Pouutyfe ya now rydde the 
kyng ; 

And Partanope, bothe luaty and yeng. 
In this Iurney hath a grete name, 

That Thourgn alle Fraunce they gan) 
proclame 2996 

Hia grete manhode and hia worthinesae. 
Therof they apeke bothe more and le.‘ae; 

For he helde anche opyn) honaeholde 
That welcome was that come wolde. 
Grete gyftea gaff he had that waa ofte 


Rawl. MS. 

The kynge comondyth hia men let be 
Att pia skyrmyshe and alt >is atryfe, 
And toke wey to Pountyfe. 

The hethyn take Sornogoure, 

Her kynge, and straight to fee toure. 
For it was nyght, >ey hym lede. 2989 
Att pey couDaett hym and rede 
To kepe J>e castett in safe garde. 

H To Pountyfe is rede J>e kynge; 

Aud Partonope, bothe lusty and yonge, 
In pis Ioroey hathe grete name, 

That pjrwe Fraunce >ey proclame 2996 

Hia grete manhode and hia worthynes. 
There-of )>ey apeke bothe more aiui 
lease; 3002 

For he helde soyche oppyn housolde 
That welcome waa pat come wolde. 
Grete gyftea gafe he and ofte 3005 

3003. US. (poke ? 
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He given 
them plenty 
of gold and 
silver. 


Off clothes, off golde, and velavet soffte. 

There-to so lowly [eke] was he 

Notte onely to lordys butte to euery degre, 3008 

Thatt euery man) of hym) hadde Ioye; 

They lekened hym) to worthey Ector of Troye. 

Thatt lady here loue cowde welle Chese 

Thatte sucche onne chese, and cownde so plese [ie*r saj 3012 

Alle the worle, and loued here beste ; 

Me thyncketh [here] herte stante ynne grete Reste. 

Thys he ys spoken) off thorow alle Fraunce, 

Thatt of hys wytte and of hys gouernaunce 3016 

Kame neuer no sucche yn-to thatt Cuntre. 

The pepele desyryd hym gretely to see, 

And drewe to hym fro * euery syde. 

Knyjthte ne squyer wolde non) abyde, 3020 

Butte alle drew to Partonope. 

Hem so godely thenne reseuyd he 
Thatt gladde of hym) ys euery wyjthte. 

He was so plesawnt yn) here syjthte 3024 

Thatt ther was neyder knyjthte ne squyer 

Thatt for hys loue or for hys favowrre 

Throw-owte alle Frawnce was gladde to bo 

A-queyntyd wythe Partonope. 3028 

And tho thatt comytfce he dothe wyth-holde 

Ho yeuyth hem) plenty of syluer and golde. 

3019. fro] MS. fera. 


Univ. CM. MS. 

Of clothes, of golde, and welwettea 
softe. 3006 

And therto lowly eke was he 
Not onely to lordys but to alle degree 
That euery man) of hym had 1 Ioye ; 
They lykned hym to Ecctor of Troye. 
Thus ys he spoken of thorow alle 
Fraunce, 3015 

That of hys witte and of his 
gouernaunce 

Come neuer suche in that contree. 

The people desyreth hym) gretly to see, 
1 Ana drawe to hym) from) euery syde. 
Knyght nor Squyer wylle not a-byde, 
And alle that comen) he dothe with- 
holde. [i u»ne, back] 3029 

He gyffe hem) plente of his golde. 


Rawl. MS. 

1 Of clothis of golde, velwet softe. 

c* leaf 8, back] 

And f>er-to lovely eke was he 
Not only to lorde* but to att degre 3008 
That euery man) of hym hade Ioye ; 
They lekenede hym to Ectore of Troye. 
Thus is he spokyn) of In Fraunce, 3015 

That of his wyte and his gouernaunce 

Come neuer soyche In >at contre. 

The pepitt desvrethe hym gretly to se, 
And drewe to hym fro euery syde. 
Knyght, squyre witt not abyde. 3020 
Aud att )>at come he dyde wttA-holde. 

3021. On margin it added by another hand : 
Knyght squior 300 * A oolde. 
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To piece hom alle he dothe hys myjthte, 

Hye worchyppe to saue, and eke the * Ryjthte 
Off Fraunce and of hys lege lorde. 

Fro maney partyes of the worlde 
Moche pepele to hym ys comande, 

Now a .c., now ij c., now a thosande. 

To Fraunce was he a atronge poete; 


[Day by day encresith the Ooste. 

Or than) a moneth was alle past] 
Chyualrye to hym can dr[a]we faste, 
Thatt there were numberyd in the fylde 
An) .c. M H wythe spere and schylde. 

The re [re] ward of kynge Sumegovr 
Ys now y-come, where-ynne the flowre * 
Ys herborewed of thus Chyualrye. 
Where-fore anone he made do crye 

Thatt they schulde alle y-armed bee 

# 

The nexte day, thatt he my;thte y-sce 


3031. MS. hom or ham. 

3032. the] MS. hya. 

3044. flowre] MS. towre. 


3032 


HU army 
Increases by 

3036 thousand*. 


3040 


Within a 
month ho 
hat a hun¬ 
dred thou¬ 
sand men. 


3044 


The rear¬ 
guard of 
king Some- 
gonr having 
arrived, 


3048 


Univ. CoU. MS. 

To please hem) alle he dothe his myght 
Hys worship to save and the ryght 
Of Frannce and of his lyege lorae. 

Fro many partyes of the worlde 3034 
Moche people come to hym) warde, 
Bothe by tnousaDdes and hundred. 

To Fraunce was he a stronge poste ; 
Day by day encresith the Oosie. 

Or than) a moneth was alle past 
Chevalry to hym) drow wel fast, 3040 
That there were nomberd in the feelde 
An) hundred thousand with Spere and 
Sheelde. 

He rereward of kyng Sorno- 
goure 

Ys now comvn), wherin) the floure 8044 
I* herbowred of his cheoalrye. 
Wherefore a-none he made do crye 
That they shulde alle armed be 
The next day, that he myght see 3048 


PABTONOPE. 


Ravel. MS. 

To plese hem aft he dothe hys myght, 
His worebipe to saue and, )>e right 3032 
Of Fraunce and his lege lorde. 

From many partes of pe worde 
Moche pepitf come to hymwarde, 

Bothe be J>ousonde and by honderde. 
Of France was he a stronge poste; 3037 
Day be day encreseth his oste. 

Ore |>en a month was aft paste 
Chevalry to hem drewe faste, 8040 
That per were nomberde In pe felde 
An honderde with spere and shelde. 

If The rerewarde of kynge Sornogoure 

Ys nowe come, where-in >e floure 3044 
Ys herberwyde of chevallrye. 
Where-fore anone he made do crye 
That ]>ey shulde aft armede be 
The nexte day )>at he myght se 3048 

SOSO, b (T) erattd bejort poete. 

304*. mitt writtra abort nonderde (by another 
hand 7). 

8014. wbe erattd before where. 

H 
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Whatt pepele he hadde onne the fylde. 

The herodes ther nummberyd wyth spere and schylde 
u hunderyd M M * wyth-owten) alblasterys, 

Wythe-owte gyldenys and archerys,* 3052 

Were-of the numbere they cownde notte telle. [lea/ ss, back} 
Somegottr the kynge, thatt was so felle, 

Whenne alle these pepele he dyd see, 

The kynge of Fraunce thenne manasyd* he, 3056 

And sayde prowdely he wolde no^the fayle 
To holde the fylde and gene hym batayle. 

Partonope hcryth alle thus; 

And to hym comyng* sodenly ys 3060 

Moche pepele of Loreyne and of Freslonde, 

Wythe-owte letter of hym or [any] sonde, 

The poytowys, the aunguys,* the Gascon), 

The frenche, the almayne, the Breton). 3064 

Moche pepele come of Pavy, 

And alle-so owte of Lumbardy. 

3051 MS. II M* 1 hunderyd, 11. 8051-52 are in inverse order in MS. 
3056. manasyd] MS. namyd. 

3068. MS. paytowys t MS. amguya. 


Univ. Coll. MS. Ravi. MS. 

What people he had in the feelde, What pepitt he hade In pe felde, 

Whiche were nombred of Spere and Wheche were nomberde of spere and 
Sheelde ahelde 

An hundred thousand withouten An .c. )>ouaonde witA-out arblaatee, 
ar blasters, I 

Withoute gyldenea and archers, 3052 WitA-out gildenes and archerea, 3052 

Where-of the nombre they cowde not Where-of pe nombir )>ey couthe not 

tett. tett. 

Sornogoure the kyng, that was ryght Somogoure pe kynge, pat was felt, 
felt, 

Whan) alle these peple he dyd see. When) aft J»is pepitt he dyde se, 

The kyng of Fraunce then) manased, he, The kynge of France manassede he, 
And savde proudely: “ I wole not fayle And seyde proudly : “ I wilt not failt 
To holde the [feelde] and gyff hym) 1 To holde >e felde a7id gyf bataitt.” 8058 

batayle.” 3058 C* leafs] 

Partanope by spyes heryth alle this ; P[ar]tonope be spyes hereth att }>ia ; 
And to nym) sodenly comen) ys And to hem sodenly come is 

Moche people of Loreyege and 1 Fryse Moche pepitt of Loryn and of Frys- 
londe londe 

Withoute letter or any sonde, 3062 WitA-out letter ore ony sonde, 3062 

The Pyetes, the aungyus, the Gasconns, The perres, >e aungoyoyes, pe gas- 

coynes. 

The french, the almayns, the Bretouna. The frenche, J>e almaynes, >e bruttons. 
Moche people there come of Pavy, 8065 Moche pepitt per come of Pavy, 

Aud also in Lombardy. [iwf 173 And also out of Lombardy. 3066 
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Be-twene these kynges wytb-owten) fayle 

Ya Bette a day of Batayle, 3068 

Wyehe ordinatwce, wyth-owten) naye, 

Shulde be holde apon) a twysdaye, 

Wyehe yn olde tyme, I wolde nojtfc lye, 

The day of Batayle dothe synefye. 3072 

The kynge of Fraunce comaw[n]dythe by wrytte 
Erche-byacopp&t and Byschopys, and heyly hem bytte * 
To abbotys and priorys and eke to frerys 
To come a proses con) and make here prayerya 307 6 

For hym and alle hya cheualrye. 

To do hy8 comawndement faate they hye. 

Atte Chare schalle the Batayle be, 

Where the hardy schalle make the coward flee. 3080 
Ytte was onne a twysday, 

Whenne the sonne ys * bemws fulle gaye 
Schowed, wyehe brow^thte forthe meny a flowr*, 

Kynge Agysowr’* and kynge Sumegowre, 3084 

Vnder the schadowe of a nappell tree, 

Here cownseti helde yn) alle degrees 
Off here lordes and of here knyghthode,* 

307 4. bytte] MS. wytte. 

3082. MS. sonnys with an e written above last n. 

3084. MS. Kuysowr*. 3087. MS. cheualryes. 


A Tuesday 
U fixed for 
the day of 
battle. 


The heathen 
king* bold a 
council. 


Unix. Coll. MS. 

Bytwene these kynges, saun) fayle, 

Is sette the day of her batayle, 3068 
With ordynannee, withouten) nay, 
Shulde be holde on) the Tuesday, 
Whiche in olde tyme, not for to lye, 
The day of batayle to signifye. 3072 
rpHe kyng of Fraunce comaundoth by 

And bysshops and clergy hem) hyly 
bytte 3074 

To go on) precession) for alle his 
Chevalrye. 8077 

To do hiacomaundement fast they hye. 
At Chnrse shift now this batayle be ; 
He than) hath the wroe must nedys 
flee. 3080 

These hethen) kiyges Sornogour 3084 
With the worthy Syr Agysour, 

Vndyr Shadow of appytt trees, 

Her counsayle holde with alle degrees 
Of her lordys and of her knyghthode, 


Digitized by Google 


Bawl. MS. 

Be-twe-ne J»is kynges samfaitt 

Ys set J>e day of pa- bataitt, 3068 

Wyth ordenanee, witA-out nay, 

Shulde holde vpon J>e thursday, 
Whiche In olde tyme, not for to lye, 
The day of bataitt to sygnefye. 3072 
IT The kynge of Fraunce comondyth be 
wryte, 

And bysshoppiu an/i clergye truly byte 

To goo on pressession for his chevalrye. 

To do his comondement faste hey bye. 
At Charse shatt nowe his bataitt be ; 

He >ot bathe pe worse moste nedes 
fle. 3080 

This heigh kynge Somogoure 3084 

WitA he worthy sir Agysoure, 

Vnder he sha[d]we of appitt trees, 

Here counsett helde witA att degree 
Of per lordes and of per knyghthode, 

H 2 

# 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 


100 


British Museum MS. 


8 omegoar 
invite* the 
eeeembly to 
give their 
opto ions. 


King Loe- 
uier of Nor¬ 
way points 
oat that 
the French 
army la 
growing 
rapidly; 


And .c. knyjthtys [that] of alle manhode 3088 

Where hyly cownted they hadde there, 

Thatt kowde welle dele wythe schelde and spere. 

They were as stylle aa eny stone, 

One worde ne spake of heni nott one. 3092 

Kynge Sornegowre hem faste be-helde: [luf s»i 

“ Lordynggys,” he eayde, “to-morewe the felde 
We mutteliolde and jeue Batayle 

To the frenche, thys ys no fayle. 3096 

je buthe alle bothe ware and wyse. 

Lete euffry man) seye now hys devyse 
To sette owre Batayle in ordynaunce, 

And 8e hoo schalle haue the gouernaunce 310U 

Off owre slynggcs and of owre archerye.” 

Firete spake Loemera* in wordea hye. 

Off Norway he was lord and kynge ; 

The Northwayys er atte hys ledynge. 3104 

“ Ser,” he seyde, “ hyt may nott fayle 
To-morewe we schalle haue Batayle, 


3102. MS. Leonera. 


Ravi. itS. 


Vniv. Coll. MS. 

Aud hundred knygtitea, that of man* 
hode 

Were highly acounted, they had 
there. 

That cowde dele wett with Shelde and 
Spere. 8090 

Kyng Sornogoure hem fast by-helde: 
“Lordinges,” hesayde, “to-morow the 
feelde 8094 

We mu9t holde and gyffe batayle 
To the ffrench, this may not fayle. 

Ye be alle / bothe ware and wyse. 3097 
Lat Echo man) say now his advyse 
To aette onre batayle in ordynaunce, 
And se who shaft haue the gouernauuee 
Of oure jvynges and of oure Archery.” 
First spake kyng Loemera wordea hye. 

Of Norwey he was lord and kyng; 

The norweys are at his ledyng. 3104 
“ Sir,” he sayde, “ hit mav not fayle 
To-morow we shhatt haue batayle 


Ac honderde knyghtes Jwt of manhode 

Were highly accountyde )>ey hade per, 

That couthe wett dele vrith shelde and 
spere. 3090 

Kynge Sornogoure hem faste be-helde: 
"Lordynge*, he seyde, “to-morwe )>e 
felde 

We moste holde and gyfe bataitt 
To )>e frencbe, pis may not faitt. 3090 
Ye be att bothe ware and wyse. 

Let iche man) sey his avyse 
To set oure bataitt In ordenaunce, 

And se who shatt haue )>e gouernaunce 
Of oure wynge* and oure arclierye. 3101 
1 Firste spake kynge Loemera worde* 
hye. [i leaf 0 , back] 

Of Norwey he was lorde and kynge; 
The Norweyes are at his bydynge. 

“ Sir,” he seyde, “ it may not faitt 
To-morwe wo shatt haue bataitt 3106 

9088. Above honderde is added m* in another 
hand . 

9094. in added above *>e. 

3104. bydyd crossed out befort bydynge. 
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And wythe God-ys grace the victorye 

Of here cheualrye, butte the frenche trewly 3108 

Encrese faste, and alle-so y seye 

Moche pepuH to hym) gynnythe to obeye. 

The frenche erne yn) here own) Cuntre, 

And wythe hym ys one Partonope, 3112 

Thatt to seke the worl[d]e fur and nere 
A worthyer may ther non) be preuyed yn) werre, 

And of the frenche, y dar vndertake, 

Beste; and alle-so he dothe make 3116 

Alle thus pepele agaynys vus to come. 

They be nowe more streyngger thenno they were wone. 
They haue more folke then have* we, 

And knowyth the Cuntre beter in eche degre. 

The kynge hathe made vase grete proferys 
ij .c. to fylle of owre Cowferys 
Wythe golde and syluer and grete Ryches, 

Off mules of Spayne a M*' no lesse, 

A M M horse and XX 11 lyones, 

A M*‘ gosse-hau'kys and a thowsand ffawconys. 

3119. have] MS. halffe. 


3120 


3124 


tha klnjc of 
Prance hu 
offered rich 
gift* on the 
condition 
that the 
Sonoma 
Jeare the 
country; 


Unit. Coll. MS. 

And with Goddys grace the victory 
Of the french, but her Chevalry 8108 
Encreaith fast, and also 1 say V if. 17, Mr.] 
Moche people to hem)gynDeth to obey. 
1 Tbe ffrench arne in her owne Con tree, 
And with hem ya one Partanope, 3112 
That to seke the worlde nye and ferre, 
A worthier ys not proved in werre. 

Of alle the french, dare I vndertake, 
He ya best / and also he dothe make 
Alle these people a-yenst vs to come. 
They be more stronger then) they were 
wonne. 3118 

They haue now more folk then) we, 
And know the Con tree better in eche 
degree. 3120 

Afore this the kyng hath made grete 
profre 

Two hundred to fylle of onre cofre 
With golde and 8eluer and grete 
rychesse. 

Of males of Spayne to thousand no 
lesse, 3124 

A thousand 1 hors and twenty Ivons, 
And a thousand Goshaukes and fancons. 


Ratal. MS. 

And witA Goddes grace >e victorye 
Of J*e frenche, but hir cheualrye 3108 
Encreseth faste, and also I sey 
Moche penitt to him gynnyth to obey. 
The frenene are In }*r owne contra, 
And witAhem is on Partonope, 3112 
That to seke )>e worlde n[i]gh arid ferre, 
A worthyere is not prevyde no-where. 
Of att )>e frenche, I vnderstonde, 

He is >e beste, I dare v nder fonge, 

Att J>is pepitt a-yenste vs come. 

They ben more strenger J>en )>ey were 
wone. 3118 

They haue more better J>e degre. 3120 

Afore >is >e kynge hath made grete 
profre 

Two honderde to fett of oure coffers 
WttA golde and syluer and grete 
Rychesse, 

Of mvlis of Spayne a >ousonde no 
lesse, 8124 

A >ousonde hors and XX U lyouna. 

And a }>ouaonde gosshawkes and 
faucouns. 
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they ought 
to aocept 
that offer. 


Faburin, 
king of 
the Wends, 
will give 
battle. 


And oder [that be] off owre concelle 

Schulde be rewarded alle-ao Rvjtli welle 3128 

Wythte cuppy8 of syluer and cuppya of goolde, 

Onne thus conduacon) wyth thatt we wolde 
In-to owre cuntre faate retume, 

And ynne Fraunce no lengger soiome. 3132 

And yette thua profere yeffe $e haue mowe *, so, back] 

I cowncelle yow for hy8 crowne [nowe] 

Ye 8tryue no more; lette* hym) ytte haue. 

Thy8 ya my rede,* so God me aaue.” 3136 

When) he hadde aeyde, alle stylle they aatte 
A Ryjthte grete whyle or any y8 wytte 
Owte wolde achewe or ytte declare. 

Thatt 8awe kyrige Fabumeya,* and wolde nojth spare 3140 
To telle y8 wytte and bys aduyse. 

He was Ryjthte aemely, and therto wyae, 

And kynge he was of Glyglam) ; 

Money a Iomey toke he on hande. 3144 

“ Syr,” he seyde, “ dame Loemere * 

In armes ys bothe myjthty and fere, 

3132. no] MS. rather na. 3133. mowe] MS. nowe. 

8185. MS. lette twice. 3136. rede] MS. Bede. 

8140. MS. Baburneya. 3144. orManey? 3145. MS. leoners. 


Univ. Coll. MS. 

And other that be of oure Counsayle 
Simlde «l»o be reward ryght wele 3123 
Withcuppisof sy(l]virand eke of golde, 
Vpon) this condycion) that we wolde 
In-to oure contre fast retourne, 3131 
And in Fraunce no lenger sogeourne. 
Aud yet this yf ye haue mowe, 

I couusett this for his crown) now 
Ye stryve nomore / lat hym) hit haue. 
This ys ray rede, so God me saue.” 
Whan) he had sayde, alle stylle they 
sette 8137 

A ryght grete while, or any his wette 
Oute wolde shew or more declare. 

Than) kyng Faburnys wolde not 
spare 3140 

To telle his witte and his a-vyce. 

He was ryght seraely, and also wyse, 
And kyng he was of Glytlonde ; 

Many a Iurney toke he on houde. 3144 
" Sir,” he sayde, “ ray brother Loemers 

In armes ys bothe myghty and feers, 


Kawl. MS. 

And o per >at be of oure couusaitt 
Shulde also be rewardyde welt 3128 
WitA coppiM of sylurr and golde fyne, 
Vppon) )>ia condicion >at we willyne 
In-to oure contre faste retorne, 

And In France no lenger solorne. 3132 
And yet )>is ye haue mowe. 

I counsel) you for youre crowne nowe 
Ye stryfe no more, let hym it haue. 
This is my rede, so God me save." 3136 
When) he hade seyde, stelt he aatte 

A ryght grete while, ore ony mate 
Out wolde shews ore more declare. 
Then) kynge Baburris wolde not 
spare ' 3140 

To tell hia wyte and his avyse. 

He was Right symly and also wyse, 
And kynge he was of Glytlonde ; 

1 Many a Iorney he toke on honde. 3144 
“Sir,” he seyde, “my bro|>er Loe- 
meres [' Uaf 10 ] 

In armes is bothe myghty and fera. 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 




British Museum MS. 


103 


And welle hathe seyde towchyng 1 yowr* werre. 

Butte welle $e wytte we arne come fro ferre 3148 

The crowne of thus land for to haue. 

My rede ys there-fore, so God me saue, 

Owre oste to-morewe redy bee 

In the fylde, there yow may see 3152 

[After 3152 lacuna of 60 lines in Brit. Mus. Af&] 


Univ. Coll. MS. 

And well hath sayde towchyng yonre 
werre, 3147 

But we ye wote are comen) fro ferre 
The Coroun) of this lond for to haue. 
My rede therfore, so God me save, [If. IS] 
You re Ooste to-mo row now redy be 
In the feelde, and there may ye se 8152 


Rawl. MS. 

And wet! hathe aeyde toychynge youre 
warre, 8147 

But welt ye wot we come fro ferre 
The crowne of his londe fore to haue. 
More >er-for, so God me saue, 

Youre oste to-morwe redy be 

In >e felde, and Per may ye see 3152 


Univ. CoU. MS. 

That [they] be sette in ordenaunce, 

What euer falle after of happe or chaunce. 
For we are ferre oute of oure Contree 
Amonge onre enemys, this know ye. 

Better were vs manly to dye 
Than) in tretyse trust her curtesy." 

His witte'hath sayde kyng Fabumys. 
There answerith kyng Marukenes. 

Kyng he ys and lorde of Orkeney. 

“ I wole not spare,” quod he, “ to say 
My fuH reson) and myne a-vyce. 

Kyng Loemers ys bothe manly and wyse; 
His counsaile may vs moche a-vaile. 

Ye know wele that we haue grete trauayle, 
And ferre are oute of oure Contre. 

The french in a CasteB restid be, 

And beter are lernec) of the werre 


3156 


3160 Manikin. 

king of the 
Orkney*, 
agrees with 
Loemer. 


3164 


3168 


Bawl. 

That pej be set I 11 ordenaunce 3153 
What euer aatt hape ore chaunce. 

For we are ferre out of oure contre 
Amonge oure enemys, >is knows ye. 

Beter were vs manly to dye 3157 
Then) In tretyse truste per courtesye.” 
His wyte hathe soyde kynge Fabrus. 
Then answerde kynge Markenes. 3160 
Kynge he is and lorde of Orkenye. 


MS. 

"I wiB not spare," quod he, “to 
sey 

My full reson and myn avyse. 

Kynge Loemeres is manly and wyse ; 
His counsel! may vs raeche avaitt, 8165 
Ye knowe we haue moche travail!, 

And ferre out of oure contre. 

The frenche In caste!! rostede be, 3168 
And beter are lernede of >e warn 
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King Fun in 
of Syria 
prousta 
against such 
opinions; 


Thanne we that come so ferre; 

And euery day they wex more atronge. 

They haue the ryght and we the wronge. 317i5 

To eschew fighting / or awiche dyatresse 
I consayle we take of her Rychesse, 

And leve hem) her contre / and nomore werre, 

Sith we not mowe hem) conqucrre.” 3176 

Now hath this kyng sayde his a-vyce. 

Hym) anawerid a kyng holden) ryght wyae— 

He hight Furayn,* kyng of Syre londe. 

Many a vyage hathe he take on) honde— 3180 

Seyng: “ Kyng Marukyns hath wele sayde, 

Satie of oo thyng I holde not me a-payde. 

For thoght myn) heers be woxen) white, 

I wole truly yet me acquyte 3184 

In this matere; for ye saide oo thing 
That wyaely hath Loemera thy kyng. 

Of that wyaedom) canne I no akylle. 

Yonge men) a-dayea now echone wylle 3188 

Take vpon) hem) to be hye Counsellors, [leaf is, back] 

And aay that men) with white herys 

# 

Dote and wote neuer what they mene. 

But in the ende hit wole be seene. 3192 

And so to yonge men) the olde are loothe. 

I wote nevyr how this Counsayle gothe. 

But whan) the kyng waa at home in his contre, 

3179. MS. Sursyn. 3187. MS. wyaedonn). 

3195. contre] r written on an erased y. 


Rawl. MS. 


Then) we ^ai come so ferre ; 3170 

And euery day ]»ey wex more atronge. 
They haue right and we b« wronge. 
To esschewe fightynge ore aoych dysa- 
trea 

I counsel) we take >al Rychesse, 

And leue hem )*r contre and no more 
warre, 3175 

Sethe we may not hem conquerre. ” 
Nowe is ]>ia kynge holde right wyse. 
He hight Sursyn, kynge of Surre londe. 
Many a ryage hathe take on honde, 
Seynge : “ Kynge Markenee hathe wet) 
seyde, 3181 


Safe of o thynge I holdb me payde. 

For bough myne heyeres be wex whyte, 
I wilt truly yet me aquyte [Unf io, back] 
In )>ia maner ; for ve aeyde o thynge 
That wyBly hathe Loemeres >e kynge. 
Of >ot wyadom can) I no skit). 3187 
Yonge men a-dayes nowe iche wet) 
Take vppon) hem to yeve eonnaett, 

And sey Jwt men) witA whyte herea 
Dothe aiid wot not what bey mene. 

But in be ende it wit) be sene, 3192 
And so to yonge be olde are lothe. 

I wot neuer howe >is counsel) gothe. 
When b« kynge waa In hia contre, 


«18S. J IS. prrkapt WOT. 
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In peas and wele at ease was he. 3196 

r King WAS At 

Ye cowde not suffre hym) to a-byde there, i<ome,they 

_ , , were tor 

He must gone oute algate and conquere. *ar. 

And now ye counsayle hym) to goone, 

And say he shaH haue with hym) grete woone 3200 
Of horse, of golde, and of Rychesse, 

Of lyons, fnwkons, Goshawkes, and Mules. 

The kyng of Fraunce myght none other do thenne, 

For be-cavse he had no power of men). 3204 

Now his alleaunce and alle his kynne 
With grete power to hym) come ben). 

They be now stronger of knyg[t]hode then) we, 

For alle his Ioye and comforte ys Partanope, 3208 

And now he wole not make suche prefers. 

I trowe he wole not one of his cofen 
Opyn) to gyffe vs of his Rychesse or goode. 

Me thinketh he were than) worse then) woode. 3212 


JKaiol. 

In pese and wett at eyse was he. 3196 
Ye conthe not suffer hym abyde )»re, 

He moste gon ont algate to conquere. 
And nowe ye counsett hym to gon, 

And say he shaft haue grete wone 
Of hors, of golde, and of rychea. 3201 
The kynge of France myght none ojxrr 
do )>en, 

For he hade no poure of men). 8204 
Nowe his alyance and art his kyne 


MS. 

Wt'tA grete poure to hym come bene. 
They be stronger of knyghthode >en we, 
For ait his Ioye and comfort is Par- 
touone. 3208 

Nowe ne witi not make soyche pro- 
feres. 

I trowe he witt not on of his cofferea 
Oppyn to gyffe vs of his goode. 

Me thynke he were )*n worse )*» 
wode. 3212 


3200. MS. perhaps sey. 


British Museum MS. 

Off my Reren) y wolle make a fyne. 

A gode Reson) seyde kynge Fabryne; 

He sayde* we werre yn the ronge; 

There-fore be reson) the lesse stronge 3216 

3215. MS. soyde. 


Unix). Coll. MS. 

Of my reson) I wole make fyne. 3213 
But wyadam) ys goode sayde kyng 
oAoryne. 

He sayde we were in the wrongs ; 
Therfore be reson) lesse stronge 3216 


Raxol. MS. 

Of my reson I witt make fyne. 3213 
But good wysdome seyde kynge Fa¬ 
bryne. 

He seyde we were In J>e wronge ; 
There-for be reson J>e lesse stronge 
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Schulde we be, sythte thay haue Ryjthe. 

For trewly me* werre leuer fyjthte 
In Ryjthte and for to haue lease 

Thenne in ronge to haue encresse.” 3220 

Kynge Fureyn) hathe seyde and holde hya pese. 
fhM juauo* -^ n Erie then) spake woo-ye name ys Marres. 
trf^connuia was Cheffe Iustyce yn) thatt Cuutre, 

*** Moche lawe yn hye hede hadde he. 3224 

In hys Cowusett a-boue alle thyngge 
Trusted most© Somegowi’ the kynge. 

“ Syr,” he seyde, “ herethe no we my worde. 

A noreis* tolde yow thatt wyth-owten) lorde 3228 

And gode gouemauns alle Fraunce stode. 

There was none leffte of the Ryalle blode 
Butte a chylde thatt was tendere of age. 

He cownselyd* yow men) for to wage 3232 

To sette alle Fraunce yn grette werre, [Immoi 

Ye mowte nojthte fayle hym) to co[n]quere. 

Butte he made yow a grete lesynge. 

S218. me] MS. w$. 8228. A noreis] MS. Amories. 

3282. MS. cawnaelyd. 


Univ. Coll. MS. 


Shalde we be, sith they hsae ryght. 
For trewly me h»d lever to fygnt 
In ryght and for to haue the lease 
Than) in wronge and to haue encres." 
Kyng Sursyn) had sayde and helde hys 
pees. 3221 

An Erie than) speketh whose name 


ys Marres. 

He was cheyf Iustyse of his Contree. 
Moche lawe in his hede had he. 8224 
To his counsayle a-boue alle thing 
Trusted moost Sornogoure the kyng. 

“ Syr,” he saide, “ here now my worde, 


A norreis tolde yow That withouten 
lorde 3228 

And goode governaunce/ Fraunce stode. 
There was none left of the reyatt 
bloode 

But a childe was tendred of age. 

He counsaylod yow men) for to wage 
To sette alle Fraunce in grete werre 
tho, 8233 

But hit had be better to be vndoo. 

For yow he made a grete lesyng. 


Ravi. MS. 

Shull we be, for bey haue right. 8217 
For truly me haae leuer to tight 
In Right and for to haue Jw lease 
Then In wronge to haue encresse." 3220 
Kynge Sursyn hade seyde and helde his 
pesse. 

Au erle )>eu spokyth, hight Marres. 

He was chyfe I ustyce of his contre. 
Moche lawe In his hede hade he. 3224 
To his counsel! aboue alt thynge 
'Trustede moate Soraogour }>e kyuge. , 
"Sir,” he seyde, “here nowe my 
worde. puafii] 8227 

Arxnes tolde yon Jxit wi'tA-out lorde 

And good gouemsunce France stode. 
There was none lefte of ]>e Royal! blode 

But a childe tender of age. 

He counsellode you men to wage 3232 
To set Fraunce In grete warre |>oo. 

But it hade ben be ter it hade ben vndo. 
For you he made grete lesynge. 3235 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



British Museum, MS. 


107 


Ye knowe welle y-nowe the frenche kynge 
Fulle manly gouemyd hym) in werre, 

And alle-eo ther ys onne nowe come fro ferre 
Thatt owte of Frau nee waste summe-tyme loate, 
Wyche ys to hym) Ryjthte a grete* poste. 

Hys name ys clepyd Partonope. 

So manly yn) armes gouemyd ys he 

Thatt alle the worlde* begynnythe to hym) drawe, 

By yowi'.power he settyth no^th an hawe. 

Neuer the later y cownsel thatt yee 
In the fylde euer* redy bo, 

Welle arayed to [y]eve hym) Batayle. 

Paraventure hytt may yow gretely avayle. 

For yff he se yow redy to fyjthte, 

He wolle paraventure anon) Ryjthte 
ProfFere yow gretely of hys tresowre. 

Thus mowe $e wythe worchepp and honore 
Fscheue the harme of thys Batayle. 

Thow hys proferys may lyteH avaylo, 

And yff hym luste nothynge to proferre, 


3236 


3240 


3244 


3248 the French 
king might 
th*n be 
induced to 
sUnd by his 
offer. 

3252 


3240. MS. grece. 3243. MS. wordle. 3246. MS. ouer 


Unxv. CM. MS. 

Ye know wele now tho ffrench kyng 
Futt manly gouemeth hym) in werre, 
And also there ys one come fro ferre 
That oute of Fraunce was somtyme 
lost, 

Whiche ys to hym) a grete post. 3240 
His nam# ys clepid Partanope. 

So manly in Amers eouemed ys he 
That alle the worlde to hym) gynne 
drawe, 3243 

By youre power he sett not an) hawe. 
Nener the latter I Counsett that ye 
In the feelde euer redy to be, 

Wele arayed to gyff hym) batayle. 
Paraventure hit may yow avayle. 3248 
For yf they see yow redy to fyght, 

He wole paraventure a-none ryght 
Prefer yow gretly of his tresoure. 

Thus mow ye with worship and grete 
honours 3252 

Eschew the harme of this batayle. 
Thogh his profres may lytyll a-vayle, 
And gyff hym) lust no-thyng to 
profre. 


Rawl. MS. 

Ye knewe wett nowe J>e frenche kynge 
Futt manly goueraese hym In warre, 
Also >er is on come fro ferre 
That out of Fraunce was loste som¬ 
tyme, 

Whiche is to hym a grete frende. 3240 
His name is clepyde Partonope. 

So manly In armes gouer[n]de is he 
That att >e worlde to hym dothe drawe, 

Of yours pours he set not an hawe. 
Neuer )>e later I counsett Jwt ye 3245 
In >e felde euer redy be, 

Wett armede to gyffe bataitt. 
Paraventer it may you avaitt. 3248 


Thus wttA worchipe and honours 3252 

Eschewe J>e harme of }>is bataitt. 
Though his poure may lytitt avaitt, 
And vef hym lyste to nothynfg] to 
profere, 
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They had 
better 
retort to 
stratagem. 


This pto- 
potal was 
•greed on. 


Bat Some- 
gear wtt not 
pleated. 


He feigns, 
however, 
to content, 


and says 
that he 
wanta peace 
with 
France. 


Ytte scballe y* make hym to opene hys cofere. 
Betyr hytt ys to wyrke by charme 
Thenne to leve, and haue more harme.” 

Thys ys playnely Marres ys conselle. 

Ther-to acordythe the hethen) Ryjthte welle, 

Saue kynge Fabowrys and kynge Furayn) 

Thojtfc hye CownseH was false engyne. 

When* Somegowr the kynge herde [t]hys conselle 
Off Marres hys Iustyce, ytt was nott Ryjthte welle 
Plesynge to hym, ne to bys entente. 

Yette for the tyme he dydde consente 
To Marres cownseH; for hys corage 
To lorde, to knyjthte, yeman) ne page, 

He nolde * dyscowuere, wythe-owten lese. 

He sayd certayne he wolde haue pea 

Wythe alle Fraunce to make* a fyne [ieaf«>, back] 

OfE hys werre; and thenne the wyne 

He axethe, and drynckethe wyth hem anone. 

He comawndethe alle hys lordes echone 
On the more thatt thay nott fayle 


3256 


3260 


3264 


3268 


3272 


3256. y] MS. je. ' 82«3. When] MS. kynge. 

3269. nolde] MS. wolde. 3271. to make written twice. 


Univ. Coll. MS. 

Yett shaft I make hym opyn) his cofre. 
Better ys to wirke the charme 3267 
Than to leve and hane more harme.” 
Thus playnly Marres dothe Counsels. 

Her-to the hethen) acorde ryght wele, 
Sane kyng Faburs and kyng Sursyne 
Thought nis Connseft was fals engyne. 

W Han) Sornogoure herde this con- 
sayle 3263 

Of Marres his Iustyce, hit was not 
wele (> leaf 19. tack] 

Plesyng to hym), ne to his entent. 

Yett for the tyme he did Consent 
1 To Marres Counsaile ; for his corage 
To lorde, knyght, yoman), ne page, 8268 
He wolde discouer, withonten) lees. 

He sayde certeyn) he wolde haue pees 
With alle Fraunce, and make a fyne 
Of his werre ; and then) the wyne 3272 
He asked, and drinketh with hem 
anone. 

He comaundeth his lordes echone 
On) the morow that they not fayle 


Rawl. MS. 

Yet shaft ye make oppyn his coffere. 
Better is to worke J>e charme 8257 
Then) to leue and haue more harme. ” 
Thus playnly Marras cnunsellyth everye 
deft. 8259 

Hereto >e hethyn acorde Right weft, 
Safe kynge Fahrus and kynge Sursyne 
Thonve his connseft and his engyne. 

11 When Sornogoure herde >is coun¬ 
sel! 3263 

Of Marras }>e Iustyse it was not weft, 

Plesynge to hym, ne to his entente. 

Yet for )>e tyme he dyde consente 3266 
1 To Marras counsel! ; for his corage 
To lorde, knyght, ye-man) ne page, 8268 
He nolde dyscouer, witA-out lease. 

He seyde aerten) he wolde haue pesse 
WitA aft France and make a fyne 
Of his warre, and )>en he wyne 3272 
He askyth, and drynketh witA hem 
anono. [* leaf 11 , baok] 

He comondyth his lordes ichon) 

On) >e morwe ]wt h«y ne faift 
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Hem) to araye “ to jeffe Batayle 3276 

To the frenche hem ryjthte to the playne 
A fibre Chare, watte euer we sayne. 

And [that] owre BatayH yu gode araye 

Be sette in ordynaunce y yow praye. 3280 

Thenne be we redy for to fyjth te 

Yff nede be.” And thenne gode nyjthte 

He bade hys cowneeH euery-chone; 

For he wolde to hys reste gone. 3284 

He yede to bedde to haue hys reste; 

Butte jette to slepe lyteH hym leste. 

For whenne he was a-bedde alone, 

“ Alas,” sayde he, “ whatt may y done ? 3288 

I am schamed, thus ys no lees*, 

And alle throw conset off Marres * 

And hys false cowardye. 

He hadde made alle my mayny 3292 

Wythe-drawe here hertes and lothe to fyjthte.” 

Thus lyethe the kynge alle the nyjthte, 

Wepynge and waylynge and makynge woo. 

“ My worchypp for euer ys alle agoo,” 3296 

Seyde he, ** and nowe I wote Ryjthte welle 

8289. lee*] MS. dowte. 3290. MS. here acLis owte. 


But haring 
retired for , 
the night 


he give* 
Tent to hie 
lndlgna-, 
tion. 


" Mares has 
disgraced 

me.” 


Univ. Coll. MS. 

Hem to aray ** to gyf Batayle 3276 
Vnto the french, right on) ther playn) 
Afore Charse, what euer we now sayn). 
And that oure batayle* in goode aray 
Be eette in ordynaunce I yow pray. 8280 
Than be redy we / with hem) to fyght 
Yf nede be f” and then) goode nyght 
He had hi* counsayle euerychone ; 

For he wolde to his rest goone. 3284 
He yode to bedde to haue his rest; 

But yett to slepe lytitt hym lyst. 

For when) he was to bedde allone, 
"Allas,” sayde he, "what may I done? 
1 am) shamed, this ys no lees, 3289 
And alle thorow counsel? of Marres 
And of hi* fals Cowardy. 

He hath made alle my meyny 8292 
Withdraw her hert and lothe to fyght.” 

Thus leith the kyng alle that nyght, 
Waylyng and makyng moche woo. 

1 * My worship for euer ys now goo," 3296 
He sayde, ‘ ‘ and now I wote ryght wele 


Bawl. MS. 

Hem to array “ to gyfe bataitt 3276 
Ynto ]>e frenche, on pe playne 
Afore Charse, what euer we seyne. 

And >at oure bataittes in good array 
Be set Inordenance[I]you praye. 3280 
Then be we redy witA pern to tight 
Yef nede be.” And pen good nyght 
He bade his couusett euerychone ; 

For he wolde to his reste gon. 3284 
He yede to bede to haue his reste ; 

But yet to slepe lytitt hym ly»te. 

For when) he was on bede alone, 
"Allas,” he seyde, “ what may I done? 
I am shamede, pis is no lese, 3289 
And att porwe counsett of Marras 
And of his false cowardye. 

He hathe made att my meyne 3292 
WitA-drawe per hertes and lothe to 
fight." 

Thus lyth pe kynge att pis nyght, 
Waltrynge and makynge moche mone. 
" My worchipe for euer is gon),” 8296 
He seyde, ' ‘ and nowe I wot right wett 
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“I »h»ll 
dismiM the 
felee traitor, 


whom I 
suffered to 
do wrong.” 


I haue harme hadde thorow hys CownseH. 

Ther-affter to werke y haue be gladde. 

Off a Ryjthte pore man) y hym made 3300 

My Ietfe Justyce an eke an Erie, 

There he was bom) a chorle. 

Butte sethen) [of] a chorle I turned the name 


In-to an Erie, no wonder thow * schame 3304 

In the ;ende be my rewarde, 

Sethen) he ys false and eke a cowarde 
Preuyd alle-so, and a traytor felle. 

Fro thy8 day forthe ofE conseH 3308 

Schalle he be neuer, [ne] of thatt ys-state. 

No wondere ye thow my men) me hate. 

For watte so euer he wolde haue do*, 

Thow ytte were ronge, ytte schulde be so. 3312 

I sufferyd hym) [my] men) to prisone, 

And off a trew man) to mak.e a felone. 

[And that he dyd me thought was lawe.] 

There-fore me seythe an olde * sawe : 3316 

He to home a man) dothe tryste, 


3802-8. MS. chorle or charle. 

8304. MS. throw. 8311. MS. done. 
3816. seythe an olde] MS. semythe and holde. 


Univ. CoU. MS. 

I haue had hanne thorow his Counsett. 
Therafter to wirke I haue be gladde. 
Of a irght poore man) I hym) made 8300 
My chif lustyce and eke an) erle, 

And he of birth but a cherle. 

But sight of a Cherle 1 turned the name 
ln-to an) Erie, no wonder thogh shame 
In the ende be my rewarde, [l«*f to] 3305 
Syth he ys suche a flas Cowarde 
Irovid, and also a Traytour fett. 

Fro this day forth of counsett 8308 
Shatt he neuer be, ue of that estate. 

No wonder ys thogh my men) me 
hate. 

For what that euer he wolde haue do, 

Though hit were wronge, hit ahulde be 
so. 3812 

I suffred hym) my men) to pryson), 
And of a trew man) to make a felon). 
And that he dyd me thought was lawe. 
Ther-fore men saith an) olde sawe: 3816 
He to whom) a man) do treat, 


Rawi. MS. 

I haue hade harme )>orwe his counsett. 
There-after to worke I haue ben glade. 
Of a Ryght poure man I hym made 
My chefe Iustyce and eke an erle. 3301 

But sethe of a chirle I turnede pe name, 
In-to an erle, no wonder )>ough shame 
In >e ende be my rewarde, 8305 
1 Sethe he is soyche a false cowarde 
Provyde, and also a trayture fett. 

Fi-o pis day furthe of my counsett 8308 
Shatt he neuer be, ne of >at esstate. 

No man haue wonder )x>ugh my men 
me hate. [« inf it] 

For what (xzt heuer he wolde me haue 
do, 8311 

Though it were do, it ahulde be so. 

• 

I sufferde hem myne men to presone, 
And of a trewe man) to make a felonde. 
That he dyde me >ought it lawe. 3315 
There-for men) seyth an olde sawe : 

He to whom a man) dothe truste, 
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Euer may dyseue hym) beate. 

Hys bonde kyndrede y made fre, 

And sett® hem alle in hye degre, 

And y£E hym casteH[es] and cetye[e], 

And toke hem nexte me of alle my pWuej. 

Off no gentylle toke he * no hede 
To, butte alle to make ys owne kynrede 
And hem) in-hawnse to grette estate. 

Thys hathe made my gentyl so mate, 

And so wery offe here lyffe, 

Thatt they be euer yn care and stryffe. 

And fryste they loued me as ther kynge; 

Nowe they hate me aboue alle thyncke. 

Y may se ytte wele by here chere, 

Alle-thow they kepe ytte ynne preuey manere. 
For be thay payyd welle off ther wage, 

For to fyjthte haue they * no corage. 

Thay loue more ese and for to haue pes 

9 

Thanne myne honour; and thatt hathe Marres 
Made wythe hys hyenys of pryde. 

Gode jeue me grace O day to abyde 

8318. On margin of MS. notolur bene. 

3323. he] MS. I. 3334. they] MS. thus. 


3320 


3324 


"The 

noble* were 
oppressed." 


3328 


3332 


" Now they 
hste me, 
and do not 
care to 
fight." 


3336 


Univ. Coll. MS. 

Euermore may dysceyve hym best 
The bonde kynred I made free, 

And sette hem alle in her degree, 3320 
Gaffe hem) Castellis and eke cytees, 
And made hem) chyeef of my privetees. 
With no gentylman) toke henoneheede, 
Bnt alle to make his owne kynrede, 
And hem) enhaunce to grete estate. 3225 
Thia hath made my gentyles so mate, 
And so wcry they be of her lyfe 3327 
That they bene euer in care and stryfe. 
And first they lovid me as her kyng ; 
Now they hate me a-bove alle thing. 

I may see wele by her chere, 3331 
Thogh they kepe hit in prive manere. 
For De they payde wett of thayre wage, 
For to fygnt haue they no corage. 8334 
They love more to 9ette and to haue pees 
Than) myn) honoure/ that hath Marres 
Made with hyghnes and with pryde. 

3337 

God gyfe me grace to-day to a-byde 


Rawl. MS. 

Euer-more may defende hym beste. 
The bonde kenrede he made fre, *. 

And set hem alt In hye degre, 3320 
Gafe hym caatettes and. Cettes, 

And made chef of my prevetes. 

WitA no gentilt men toke he no hede, 


But alt to make my Ientilles so mate. 
And so wery )>ey be of per lyfe 3327 
That J>ey be euer In care and stryfe. 
Firete J>ey louyde me as per kynge ; 
Nowe >ey hate me aboue att thynge. 

I may se welt be per chere, 3331 

Though >ey kepe it In preve manere. 
For be >ey payae welt of per wage, 

For to fight haue >ey no corage. 3334 
They loue more to syte In pese 
Than myne honoure, >at hath Marres 
Made witA his highnes and with his 
pryde. 3337 

God yef me grace oo day to abyde 
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To saue my worchypp ynne thus viage! 

And y schalle quyte hym so hya wage, 3340 

Thatt alle my knyjthte-bode there-wyth schalle plese, 

And alle here hert« sette ynne ese.” 

Nowe lyethe he stylle, and sayythe no more 
A ryjthte grete whyle, butte wouder sore 3344 

He sekethe and wepethe tenderlye : 

" How am i “ Alas,” he sayde, “ how maye I 

to defend , J . 

gj ^ Beste yn thys case my honor saue 1 

Wythe me ther ys neyder knyjthte no knaue 3348 
Thatt ynne my quarelle* leste to fy^thte. neafii, back) 
They seyne playnely y haue no Ry^thte. 

These wordes to me bethe heuy and harde. 

For an y fyjthte notte, a very cowarde 3352 

The ffrenche for euer wolle me holde. 

I hadde leuer a thowsand folde 
For to dye thenne for to be schemed. 

For thow y seye [hyt] y haue be named 3356 

The worthyyste nowe onne lyffe.” 

And [he] ther-wythe anone as blyve 

11. 3340-41. originally inverted in MS., but the correct order is 
indicated by a, b, in the margin. 

8345. d crossed out 6^/bre tenderlye. 3849. MS. distinctly quorelle. 


Univ. CoU. MS. 

To save my woraliipe in this vyage ! 

I shall quyte hym) alle his wage, 8340 
That alle my kuyghthode therwithalle 
shall please, 

And alle her hertis sette in ease.” # 
Now lyeth he stylle, and aayth nomore. 
Butt in hym-self moorned sore. 8344 
He syghed and sorowed full tendyrly : 
“ Alas,”he sayde, “how may I 
Best in this caas myn) honoure save T 
With me ys ther knyghtne knave 8348 

That in my quarell lust to fyght 
They say playnly I haue no ryght 
These wordes to me be hevy ana harde. 
For and I fyght not / a verry cowarde 
The french for euer wole me holde. 

I had lever a thousand folde 3354 
For to dye then to be ashamed. 

For though I say hit, I haue be named 
The wortyeat that ys now a-ly ve. ” 3857 
And he a-none therwith as by-lyve 

1L 3345-44 art inverted in MS. 


Bawl. MS. 

To saue my worchipe and pis vyage f 
I shall quyte hem all hir wage, 3340 
That all my knyghthode per-w»tA ahatl 
pleae, 

And all per hertes sette In eyse.” 
Nowe lyth he still and seyth no more, 
In his herte he is wonder sore. 3344 
He sighede and sorwyde full tenderly: 
1 “Allas,” he seyde, “ howe may I 
Baste in pis case my honour saue f 
WttA me is per noper knyght ne 
knave [' leaf IS. back] 3348 

That In my quarell lyste to fight 
They sey playnly I haue no right. 

This wordes to me full harde. 8851 
For and I tight not a veryere cowarde 
This frenche for euer will me bolde. 

I hade leuer a pousonde folde 3854 
For to dye ben be shamyde. 

For pough I sey it, I haue be namyde 
The worthyeste pat nowe is on lyve. ” 
And he anone per-witA as blyve 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 


British Museum MS. 


113 


Sends affter a clerke off hys cowncelle, 

Wyche thatt he truateth and loued welle. 3360 

“ My frynde,” he sayde, “ haste thow 1103 thte herde 
How Manes wythe myne Oste hathe ferde, 

And how falsely he hathe me be-trayed. 

And alle my power gretely dysmayed 1 ”— 3364 

“ Syr,” sayde thus clerke, “ yowe no 3 thte dysplese 
Off thatt y schalle saye, hytte ys non) lese. 

Alle the worlde, so God me saue, 

Grette mervayle hathe thatt thys knaue, 3368 

Thatt was the sone of a chorle, 

Ye haue en-haunsed and made an Erie. 

For thus ys sothe, wytfc-owten) naye, 

He loued yow neuer an howre of a daye 3372 

Butte for hys vantage and hys prowe. 

Thatt haue ye preued welle y-nowe. 

For thus yB euer * chorles kynde: 

He thatt he dredythe, schalle hym fynde 3376 

Curteyse, esy, and debonowre, 

Tylle thatt he may haue tyme and leysowr’ 

Hys master to do summe fowle dyspyte; 

8860. or charle f 8875. MS. neuer ; Charles ! 


Sornegour 
•ends for a 
clerk. 


The clerk 
telle him ell 
•bout the 
felaehood of 
Meree. 


A chart will 
el were try 
to bring evil 
on hie 
meeter. 


Unit. Coll MS. 

Sentt after a clerke of his counseft, 
That he lovid and trusted we it. 3360 
“My frend,” he sayde, “hast thow not 
herde 

How Marres with myn) Ooete hath 
ferde. 

And how flasly he hath me be-trayed, 


And alle my power myghtyly dys¬ 
mayed 1 3364 

“Syr,” sayde this clerke, "yow not 
dyspleese 

Of that I shaft say, hit ys no lees. 

Alle the worlde, so God me save, 3367 
Grete mervayle hath /that thus a knave, 
That was the Son) of a lewde Cherle, 
Ye haue enhaunsed and made an Erie. 
For this ys sothe, withonten) nay, 

He lovid yow neuer the hour* of day. 


Thoght he be curteys, easy, and 
debonayre, 3377 

He wayteth to haue tyme and layser 
His Mayster to do som) foule dyspyte ; 

PARTONOP1. 


Rawl. MS. 

Sent after a clerke of his counseft, 

That he louyde and trustede weft. 3860 
“My frende,” he seyde, “haste >ou 
not herde 

Howe Marris witA myne oste ferde, 


And howe falsly he hathe me be¬ 
tray ede, 

And aft my pours myghtly dys- 
mayde ? 8864 

“Sir," seyde >is clerke, “you not 
dyssplese 

Of pat I shaft sey, it is no lese. 

Aft pe worlde, so God me saue, 

Grete mervett hathe pat pus a knawe, 
That was pe sone of an ohirle, 8869 
Ye haue enhancede and made an erle. 
For bis is sothe, witA-out nay. 

He lovyde you neuer pe oure of on 
day. 8372 

Though he to you be deboneore, 3377 


He wayth to haue tyme and leysere 
His maister to do som dysspyte ; 
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Mum 

spreads 

flUse 

reports. 


When be * 
does wrong, 
be throws 
the blame 
on the King. 


Hys kendenes ther-wythe he wolle aquyte. 3380 

Thus hathe Marres quytte bym to yow, 

And y schalle telle yow trewly howe: * 

He dothe yowr* kny;thte-hode to vnderatonde 

Hytte ys yowi* wylle they voyde thus londe, 3384 

For wythe the ffrenche ye wolle nott Batayle, 

And thatt manliode yn) yow dothe ffayle. 

Lo, syr, wyche lone ye ynne hym) fynde. [leaf < 2 j 

Sucche frendes were gode to leue be-hynde. 3388 

Whanne he hym purposethe to do fals thyngge, 

Thya ys worde : thus wolle the kynge. 

Alle the defawte he puttethe yn) yow; 

Thatt hatthe- he playnely preued nowe. 3392 

Thus hathte he fa[l]saely yow be-trayed. 

Wythe hys wordes [he] hathe demayed 
Alle yowr* knyjthtea and alle yowi* oate. 

By hys doyng* ys alle yowi* coste 3396 

Loste, as towchynge thys viage. 

For euer[y] * knaue and euer[y] page 

3398. Be/ore knaue u written knyjt with a stroke above the y. 


Univ. Coll. MS. 

Hia kvndenes so he wole hym) quyte . 
Thus hath Mama quytte hym) to yow, 
And I shaft truly telle vow how : 

He dothe youre knytgnode to vndyr- 
stonde 

Hit ya youre wylle they Toyde this 
londe, 3384 

For with the french they wole baytale, 
And that yn) yow manhode dothe 
fayle. [leaf SI. J 

Loo, Syr, what love in hym) ye fynde, 
Suche frendys were goode to leeve 
behynde. 3388 

Whan) he purpoeyth to doo flaa thyng, 
This ys hys worde: Thus wole the kyng. 
Alle the fawte he putteth in yow ; 
That hath he playnly proved now. 3392 
Thus he yow hath falsly bc-trayed 
With his wordes, and he hath dys- 
mayed 

Alle youre knyghthode and youre 
Ooste. 

And by hys doyng is alle youre coste 
Lost, as towchyng this viage. 3397 
For euery knave and euery page 


Bawl. MS. 

His kendenes so will he quyte. 3380 
Thus hathe Marras quyte hym to you, 
And I shaft truly tett you howe : 3382 
He dothe youre knyghthode vnder- 
stonde 

Hit is youre witt >ey voyde >e londe, 


WttA Jie frenche >ey witt not bataitt, 
And >at In you manhode dothe faitt. 


Loo, sir, what love In hym I fynde. 
Sovche frendes were goode to leue 
Dehynde.* 3388 

When he porposeth to do false thynge, 
1 This is J>e wordes : )>us witt J>e kynge. 
Att >e faute he putteth In you ; 3391 
That hathe he playnle provyde nowe. 
Thus he hathe you be-troyede. ( l leaf is] 
WttA his wordes he hathe dyssmayde 


Att youre knyghthode and youre oste. 


And be his doynge is att youre coste 
Loste, as tochynge pis vyage. 3397 
For euery knawe and euery page 

1. S388 after 1. 8889 in M8. 
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Spare nott to speke, and sey thatt $e 

Dar nott do butte Ryjthte as he 3400 

Wolle yow concelle; and furder-more 

They [sey] thatt je haue seyde be-forc 

TbyB londe ye wolle frely conquere, 

And nowe thus cowarly ende yowi' warre, 3404 

To hem grete harme, to yow grete schame. 

Off alle thus dede ye bere the blame.” 

And wythe thatt worde the clerke can wepe 

So tenderly, he cowde notte lette 3408 

Off a grete whyle, tylle thatt the kynge 

Badde hym) be pes, [for of] a thyngge 

He hym) be-thojth, and thatt Ryjthte thoo. 

** My frynde,” he sayde, “ thou schalte goo 3412 

On) my erande to the kynge 

Off Fraunce, and seye hym) my plesynge, 

Where yffe thatt he * wolde 

Thatt u kny^thtes fyjthte scholde 3416 

For thus Ryjthte and do thus batayle. 

For welle y wote hytte myjthte nott fayle, 

And eche of vs bryngge to the fylde hys oste,* 

3412. MS. thu. 3415. he] MS. je. 3419. ifS. este. 


Ha bo 
made all 
belie to that 
8omagour 
dare not 
fight. 



Univ. CoU. MS. 

Spareth not to speke, snd say the that ye 
Daro not do but ryght as he 3400 
Wole yow counsayle ; and (furthermore 
They seyn) / that ye haue here be-fore 
Seyde / this londe ye wole conquere, 
And now cowardly wole enae youre 
werre, 3404 

To hem grete harme and yow shame. 
Futt his wylleys to put yow in blame.” 
And with that worde the clerk gan) 
wepe 

So teudyrly, he couthe not lete 8408 
Of a grete whylle, tytt that the kyng 
Bad hym) be pees ; for of a thing 
He hym) be-thought, and ryght thoo 
“ My frende," he sayde, “ thow sliaitt 
goo 3412 

On) ruyn) erande to the kyng 
Of Fraunce, and say my plesyng, 
Whether now yf that he wolde 
That two knyghtes fyght shulde 3416 
For oure ryght and do this batayle. 

For wele I wote I xnygtlt not fayle, 
And eche of vs bryng fortbe oure Oost, 


Rawl. MS. 

Sparyth not to speke, and seyth >ot ye 
Dare not do but right as he 3400 
Witt you counsett ; and forJ>er-more 
They seyn >ot ye haue here be-fore 
Seyae Jns londe ye wolde conquere 
And cowardly nowe witt ende your 
warre, 3404 

To hem grete harme and you shame. 
His witt is to put you In blame.” 

And witA >at worde )>e clerke gan 
wepe 

So tenderly, he couthe not lette 3408 
Of a grete while, titt >at >e kynge 
Bade nym be pese ; for of o thynge 
He hym be-^ought, and right )k> 

“My frende,” he seyde, “>ou shatt 
goo 3412 

On my erende to pe kynge 
Of Fraunce, and sey my pleseynge, 
Whe)>er nowe yefT ]hot he wolde 
That ii knyghtes fight shulde 8416 
For oure right In >ia bat&itt. 

For wett I wot I myght not faitt, 

And iche of vs brynge oure oste, 

I 2 
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The party 
whoee 
champion 
is rIa in, 
is to do 
homage to 
the other. 


Many a gode man) ther schalle be loste. 3420 

Wbere-fore my wylle were fully thys, 

Thatt he wolle ordeyne a knyjte of hys, 

Be he gentett man) or other, 

And y my-sylffe wolle be the tother. [leaf 42, back] 3424 
Y£E y be alayne yn) thatt fyjthte, 

There ys neyther kynge, squyer, ne knyjthte 

In my oste, thatt f>ey ne schalle * do 

To hym) omage er thatt they goo, 3428 

Onna thus condicon) thatt they haue leue 

Thys londe to passe wyth-owten) greue, 

And vnder hys cundite thatt they may be, 

Tyll the[y] be passed alle thus cuntre. 3432 

And y schalle make hem swere [al]so 
Heder to sende my sone to do 
Homage to hym) ynne the same degre, 

And alle-so, yflf ytte appe be me 3436 

To ale hys champyon) wythe myne hande, 

Thatt he schalle holde alle hys lande 
Of me by omage, and sucche seruyce 
As y my-sylffe nowe [wolle] devyce 3440 

3427. MS. schallo. 3480. or lande ? 


Univ. Coll. MS. 

Many a goode man) there shatt be lost. 

Wherfore my wylle were fully this, 3421 
That he wolde ordeyn) a knyght of his. 
Be he gentylman) one or other. 

And I my-self wole be the other. 3424 
If I be slayn) in that fight, [leaf 31, back] 
Ther ys nether kyng, Sqnyer, nor 
knyght 

In myn) Ooste bat that they shut} doo 
To hym) homage or than) I goo, 3428 
On this condycion) that they hane levo 
This londe to passe withoute greve, 
And yndyr his condyte that they be, 
Tylle they be pessid alle his contree. 
And I shaft make hem) swerre also 3433 
Hider to sende my Son to do 
Homage to hym) in the same degTee, 
And also, yf hit happe me 3436 

To alee his champion) with my honde, 
That ye shaft holde alle his londe 
Of me my homage / and which serryse 
As I my-self now wole deryse 3440 


Ravi. MS. 

Many a good knyght >er shatt be 
loste. 3420 

Where-fore my witt were fully Jus, 
That he wolde ordeyne a knygh[t] of his. 
Be he Ientitt man) oon ore o)*re, 

And my-selfe witt be >at o>er. 3424 
Yef I be alayne In Jwt fight, 

Ther is no)>er kynge, sqnyre, ne 
knyght [»leaf is, back) 

1 In my oste but )>at )>ey shatt do 
To hym omage ora hen I goo, 3428 
On his condicion )>at )>ey naue leue 
This londe to passe witA-out greue, 
And vnder his condyte )xxt Jiey be. 

Tilt J>ey be passede ait pis contre. 8432’ 
And I shatt make hem swere also 
He>er to sende mv son to do 
Homage to hym In J>e same degre. 

And also, yef it happe me 343ff 

To ale his champyon with my honde, 
That he shatt holde att his londe 
Of me by omage and by aeruyse 
As I my-selfe witt devyse 8440 
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My owne mayne to hym to do. 

The same to me he motte [do] alleso. 

Go wryte a letter off thus matere, 

And to the kynge faste thow ytte bere.”— 3444 

“Syr,” seyde the clerke, “y schalle do wryte 
Alle thus matere and ytte endyte, 

And to the kynge of Fraunce hytte bere. 

A, Gode meray! ynne grete fere 3448 

Stande alle yowi* pepele, and namely ye 
Thatt bene a lord of so hye degree, 

Thatt eucche a batayle onne yow wollo take. 

Yowre mannely herte alle thus dotlie make.” 3452 

And wythe thatt worthe the * clerke dydde turne, 

And went hys way; for lengger soiorne 
Wythe the kynge wolde 1103 th he, 

Sethe hytte motte no be ter bee. 3456 

He wrote hys letter, and went hys way. 

He come to Pvntyffe be thatt daye 

Was so dawed thatt he mow^th see 

Alle abowte, and streyjthte yed he [ie*f 43 ] 3460 

To the brygge, and faste dyd calle. 


The clerk 
writes the 
raesssfs, 


•nd carries 
the letter to 
Pontoise. 


3453. the written twice . 
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Mjn) owne mejne to hym) to doo. 

The same to me he most do alsoo. 

Go write a letter of this matere, 

And to the kyng fast thow hit bere. 

41 Syr," sayde the clerke, “I shatt go 
"ryte 3445 

Alle the matere and hit endyte, 

And to the kyng of Fraunce hit bere. 
A, God mercy! now in grete feere 3448 
May stonde youre people, and namely 
To that be lordes of hye degree truly, 
That suclie a batayle on) vow wole take. 
Youre manly .hert alle this dotlie 
make.” 3452 

And with that worde the Clerk dyd 
turne, 

And wont hys way ; for lenger * 0 - 
geoume 

With the kyng wolde then not he, 

Svth hit myght no better be. 3456 

He wrote this letter, and went liis way. 
He come to Pountyff by the day 
Was I-dawed, that he myght se 
Alle a-boute, and streyght yode he 
To the kyng, and fast dyd callo. 3461 


Rawl. MS. 

Myn owne meue to hym to do. 

The same to me he moste do also. 

Go wryte a letter of his mater, 

And to he kynge faste it bere.”— 3444 
"Sir,” seyde he clerke, “I sbaii goo 
wryte 

Att mater and it endyte, 

And to he kynge of France it bere. 

A, God mercy ! in grete fere 3448 
May stonde youre pepitt, and namly 
Tho Jwt be lordes of h« gre truly, 

That soyche a bataitt on you wm take. 
Youre manly hert att his doth make.” 

AndwitA)>«t worde he clerke dyde turne, 

And went his wey ; for lenger soiorne 

With h« kynge wolde hen not he, 

Sethe it myght no better be. 8456 
He wrote >is letter, and went his wey. 
He come to Pountyfo be he day 
Was dawyde, ]>at he myght see 
Att aboute, and straight yede he 3460 
To >e kynge, and faste dyde catt. 
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Tb« Dorter 
kta down 
the drmw- 

bridge, 


and leads 
him to the 
steward, 


who informs 
the King. 


The porter lete the draw^thte down) falle. 

He axed anone who was there. 

The Clerke hym answeryd : “ A messyngere, 
Thatt nedys muste speke wyth yowr kynge ; 
For a letter off eredens I hym) brynge.” 

The porter lette hym) ynne anone. 

To-geder ynto the alle they gone. t 
There they fonde the kyngys [s]t[e]werde ; 
A kny^thte he semyd and no cowarde. 

To hym) anone seyde the porter : 

“ Sere, here ys come a messyngere, 

And seyythe he mutte for eny thynge 
Speko wyth owre lege lorde the kynge.” 

The steward seyde he was welle-come, 

And by the honde he hathe hym) nome, 

And to [the] chamber he hym) ledde. 

There was the kynge thatt tyme a-bedde. 
In-to the chamber the stewarde yede, 

The messynger no ferther wolde he lede. 

“ Gode morwe,” he seyde vnto the kynge. 

“ Syr, y hope gode tythynge, 

And ye wylle Ryse, ye schalle here. 


3464 


3468 


3472 


3476 


3480 
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The porter lete the draught doun) falle, 
He askyd anone who was there, [learn] 
The Clerk hym) anawerd : “ A Messan- 
gere, 8464 

That nedes must speke with the kyng ; 
For letters of eredens I Bryiig.” 

The porter lete hym) in anone. 
To-gydyr iu-to the halle they gone. 3468 
There they fonde the kyngis Styward ; 
A knyghft] he semyd and no coward. 
To hym anone sayde the porter: 

"Syr, here ys come a Messanger, 8472 
And sayth he must for any thyug 
Speke with oure lorde the kyng. 3474 
The 8tyward sayde he was welcome, 
And by the hond he hath hym) nome, 
And to the chambre dore hym) ledde. 
Yettwaa the kyng that tyme a-bedde. 
In-to the chambi* the Styward yede, 
The messanger no further wolde he 
lede. 3480 

“Goode morw," he sayde to the kyng. 
“ Syr, I hop ryght goode tydyng, 

And ye wolde ryse, ye ahulde here. 
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The porter let >e bryge downe fatt. 

He askede anone what he myght be. 
The clerke seyde a roesengere he, 8464 

That nedcr moste speke witA >e kynge ; 
1 “For lettma ofcreaence I hym brynge ." 
The porter let hym In anone [>leatH) 
To-geder In-to )*e halt )>ey gon. 8468 
Ther J»ey fonde >e kynges stewarde ; 

A knyght he semyde and no cowarde. 
To hym anone seyde J>e porter: 

“ Sir, come is a mesyngere, 8472 
And seyth he moste for ony thynge 
Speke witA oure lorde |>e kynge.” 

The stewarde seyde he was welcome, 
And be pe honde he hathe hym nome, 
And to >echambir dore hym lede. 3477 
Then waa >e kynge In his bede. 

In to >e chambir >e stewarde yede, 

The mesengere no for per he lede. 8480 

“ Gode morwe,” he seyde to >e kynge. 
“Sir, I hope Right good tydynge. 

And ye win ryse, yo shatt here. 
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For here ys come a messyngere 3484 

Fro onne off the hethen) kynges. 

Letterye he hattfi wytfc new tythyng«. 

I hope to God thatt they bene gode.”— 

“ Syr,” seyde the kynge, “ nowe by the rode ! 3488 

They bene weUe-come watt euer they be.” 

To the steward anone seyde he : . 

“ Go for my CownceH, and )x»t anone; 

And bryngge hem wyth the euerychone.” 3492 

These * tythynges herde Partonope, 

To the kynge faste hyyde he. 

[Bysshoppis and moche clergy 

Toward the kyng faste ganne hye.] 3496 

Dukes, and Barons, and erlys mony one, 

Where euer they were yn fylde or townne, 

To tho kynge faste canne they bye. [Jeafss, beck] 

Whenne kny$thtes and squyerys thatt dydde aspye, 3500 
They made hym redy ynne alle haste, 

To-ward the kynge they spedde hem faste. 


Th« King 
ooramandj 
th# atewsrd 

to caU hia 
council. 


3493. MS. thethe. 3497. or many T 


Univ. CoU. MS. 


Rawl. MS. 


For here ys come a messangere 3484 
From) one of the hethen) kingis. 

Letters he hath with new tyayngis. 

1 hope to God they be goode.”— 
“Syr,” sayde the kyng, “now by the 
roode! 3488 

They be welcome, what so euer they 
be." 

To the Styward a-none sayde he : 

“Go for my coonsayle, and that anone ; 
And bryng them with the euerychone.” 


These tvdyngis herd Partanope. 3493 
To the kyng fast hyed he. 

Bysshoppis and moche clergy 
Toward the kyng fast ganne hye. 8498 
Dukes, Erles, and many Baroun), 
Where euer they were in feelde or town) 


To the kyng fast gan) they hye. 

Whan) Knyghtes and Squyers that dyd 
aapye, 3500 

They made hem) redy in alle the hast, 
Toward the kyng tliey spedde hem) 
fast. 


For here is come a mesengere 3484 
Fro oon of >e hethyn kynges. 

Letteris he hathe wi'tA newe tvdynges. 

I hope to God >ot }>ey be goode/’— 

“ Sir,” seyde >e kynge, “be he rode 1 

3488 

They be welcome, what euer J>ey be. ” 

To >e stewards anone seyde he: 

“ Goo for my counsel*, and hat anone ; 
And brynge hem w»tA eoery- 
chone.” 3492 

Thia tydyngea herde Partonope. 

To >e kynge faste hyede he. 
Bysshopptts and moebe clergye 
To-warae >e kynge dyde hye. 3496 
Dukes, erUs, ana many a baroune, 
Where euer J»ey were In felde ore 
towne, 

To he kvnge faste gan >ey hye. 

When knyghtes and squyeres dyde 
asspye, 3500 

They made hem redy In alt haste, 
Towarde >e kynge >ey spede hym faste. 
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Th% King 
adrlMt the 
ooundlof 
the messen¬ 
ger and the 
letter. 


The clerk 
delivers the 
letter, 


No we ys the Cownceti to the kynge come, 

Into a chamber where they be wone 3504 

Alle to-geter* for to mete. 

The kynge anone was made to wete 
Thatt hys Cownceti alle redy were. 

The kynge sente for hys messyngere, 3508 

And the kyng 1 ther-wyth dyde gone 
In to hys Cownseti ryjthte anone, 

Wythe alle hys lordes thatt he myjth speke and mete, 


And reuerently hem) alle he grete. 

God morewe he hem badde by and bye, 
And onne hys cheyef hym sette onne hyo, 
And he seyde : “ Serys, why I 

Haue sente for yow thus hastelye, 

# 

Thus ys the cawse, echeman) here: 

To me ys come a messyngere 
Fro the hethen) kynge Sornegour. 

Watte he menythe, why ne where-ffore,. 

I wote neuer; butte there-ffore I 
Haue sent for yow thus hastelye 
Thatt 30 schulde heyro hys entente 
As welle as y " ; and ther-wyth he sente 
To thys Clerke, wythte-owten) lette. 

Anone he come, and downe hym sette 
Vppon) hys knee fulle Reuerently, 


3512 


3516 


3520 


3524 
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1 Now ys the kyngis Counsay le y-come 
In-to the chambre where they were 
wone p leaf *8, beck) 3504 

Alle to-gydyrgoodely to mete. 

The kyng s-none therof had weete 
That hys connsett alle redy were. 

The kyng sent for his Messangere, 3508 
And to his connsett he gan) hym hye, 
Sayng : “ Syres, I shaft tett yow why 
I haue sent for yow now here : 

To me ys come a messangere 3518 
From the hethen) kyng Sornogoure. 
What he menyth, why ne wherfore, 

I wote neuer ; but therfore now I 
Haue sent for yow thus hastely 3522 
That ye shulde here his entent 
As wele as I ” ; and therwith he sent 
For this Messanger, which that 
reueren[t]ly 


Rawl. MS. 

Nowe is )>e kynge* connsett come, 

1 In-to >e chambir >ey were nome 3504 

(i leafl4, back] 

Ait to-geder goodly to mete. 

The kynge anone )>er-of bade wete, 

The kynge sent for >e mesengere, 3508 
Then to chambir he gan hye, 

Seynge : “ Stris, I shaft tett you why 
I haue sent for you nowe here : 

To me is come a mesengere 3518 

Fro J>e hethyn kynge Sornogoure. 
What he menyth, why ne where-fore 
I wot neuer ; but >er-fore I 
Haue sent for you hastely 3522 

That ye shaft here his entente 
As wett as I " ; and >er-w*tA assente 
For )>is mesenger, whych )>ot reuerently 
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And s&lyed the. kynge and seyde : “ Syr, I 3528 

Am) come fro Somegour a messyngere, 

An d brynge yow letterys. Loo, eyr, here 

They bene redy. Wolle ye hem) see 

The kyngge hym) answeryd: “ Take hem mee.” 3532 

The letterya the kynge toke of the Clerke, 

And by-cawse the howse was alle derke, 

Yppe he rose, and streyjthte he wente 

To the wendowe, and thenne he sente Pearso 3536 

For serten) lordys that were moste preve, 

Off wyche onne was Partonope. 

When) they were come, the letter he toke, 

And brake the seale, and there-onne gan) loke, 3540 
An d redde hytte ouer, and sawe the entente 
Off kynge Somegour, and watt he mente. 

They yeve hym) pryse of hys knyjthode. 

In) hym, they seyde, ther lacked no manhode. 3544 
A-none ther-wyth Partonope 
Knelyd adowne apon) hys knee, 

And to the kynge seyde: “ Yeff me * myne honowre. 
Love, lette me wythe Somegowi* 3548 

For yow to do now thys batayle.” 

3547. me] MS. ye. 


end going to 
the window, 


the King 
reade It 


Partonope 
knee la 
down, and 
a aka the 
Klng'a per- 
mlaalon to 
do battle 
with 

8ornegour. 
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Sallied the kyng, and sayde : ' ‘ Syr, 
truly, 3528 

I am sent from Sornogonrea measangere, 
And bring yow letters. Loo, Syr, here 
They be redy. Wole ye hem) see T ” 
The kyng answeryd: “ Take hem) me " 

To he hem) brakke, and they were reddo 
Amonge the lordes that he there hadde 
Of his Counsel that were pryve, 

Of which one was Partanope, 3538 

And sawethan)what Sornogoure entent, 
Alle his mate re that he had sent. 

They gyff liym) pryce of hye knyght- 
hode, 

In hym they sye no lacke of maohodc. 
Anone therwitn Partanope 3545 

Kneled donn) rpon) his knee, 

8 eyd to the kyng: “Gyff me rayn) 
honoore, 

That I may fyght with Sornogoure. 

For yow wole I do this batayle.” 3549 


Rawl. MS. 

Saluede >e kynge and seyde: "Sir, 
truly, 8528 

I am sent fro Sornogoure a mesengers, 
And brynge you letteris. Lo, sir, here 
They be redy. Witt ye hem see V” 
The kynge answerde : “Take hem 
me.” 8532 

Tho he hem brake and pey were rede 
Amonge )>e lordes Jx*t he per hade 
Of his counsett pat were prsve. 

Of which on was Partonope, 8538 

And sawe per what Sornogour mente, 
Att his mater he hade sente. 

They gaf hym prys of high knygthode, 

In hym )>ey se no lake of manhode. 
Auone \*r-vith Partonope 3545 

Knelyde downs vppon his knee, 

Seyde to )» kynge: “Gyf me my 
honours 

That I may fight witA Sornogoure. 

For you witt I do )>ia bataitt.” 3549 
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The King 
object* that 
Paxtonope 
is rather 
young, 


end asks 

him to 
•peek so 
more of the 
matter. 


Partonope 
Insists on 
fighting. 


The kynge anone wytfc-owten) fayle 
Thancked hyely Partonope, 

And seyde: “ Y wote Ryjthte welle thatt ye 
Haue manhode y*nowe and eke Corage. 
Butte for to speke off mannys agee, 

Ye er butte yonge, nott gretely asayde— 

Off thatt y sayde buth not dysraayed— 

And he ye preuyd a manly kny 3 thte; 

For yn) many a perilows fyjthte 
Hathe he done m as teres wyth hys honde, 
Mo thenne eny man) yn) thys londe. 

Anne there-fore [coeyn] I praye yowe 
Hertely, off thus matere nowe 
To me ye speke neuer more. 

For hytte schulde greue me so sore 
Yff there ffylle eny messawnter. 

Y hadde leuer my dethe endure, 

Or me helde as a prysonere, 

Thanne grawnte yow thus, my own) fere.” 
Thanne answeryd the kynge Partonope : 

“ Syr,” he sayde, “ trewly yeff ^ee 
Wolle notte graunte me thus Batayle, 

I saye yow playnely, wyth-owteu) fayle, 

3560. or lande t 


3552 


3556 


3560 


3564 


3568 


3572 
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The kyng anone withouten) fayle 
Thanked hyghly Partanope, 

And sayde : “I wote ryght wett that 
ye 3552 

Hane manhode ynongh and corage. 

AfUr 1. SMS on* ItafKa* bttn tom out. 
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The kynge anone witA-out faitt 
Thankede highly Partonope: 

“ I wot right weit >at ye 3552 

Haue manhode I-nowe and corage. 

Bat for to speke of mans age, 

Ye be but yonge, not gretly assayde— 
Of >at I sey be not mysspsyde— 3556 
And he is proryde a manly knyght; 
For In many a perlus fight paaflS] 
He hathe don maistres wttA honde. 

Mo )>en ony man) witA-In his londe. 
And ber-fore, cossyn, I praye you 3561 
Hertly, of pis mater nowe 
To me ye speke no more. 

For I hade leuer softer grete soro 3564 
Then harme shulde come you nere. 

I witt not you graunt, my owne fere.” 
To >is answerde Partonope : 3569 

“Sir,” he seyde, “truly yef >at ye 
Will not graunt me >is bataitt, 

I sey you pleynly, saun? faitt, 3572 
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Yowi* seruyce for euer y refuse.” [leaf 44 , back] 

Onne thus worde the kynge gretely ganne muse, 
And answeryd * wyth wepyng* chere : 

“ Myne owne Cosyfl, myne owne fere 1 
Alle myne owne truste stonte yn) yowe. 

And yfE ye wylle alle-gate nowe 
Thys perielys BatayH take yn) honde, 

Ye be cheffe Cowncett of thus londe, 

And as ye wylle so motte hytt bee. 

For trewly, Cosyn), ne hadde ye 
Come ynto Fraunce atte thus tyme, 

I wote welle y and alle myne 
Hadde bene Chossed owte of Fraunce. 

Butte my tryste and myn) adffyawnce, 

My ffayre Cosyn), ys alle onno yow. 

Onne vs alle haue merey nowe. 

For y excuse me for euer-more, 

And seye playnely hytt goyth fulle sore 
Ajens alle reson) and alle skele. 

Butte loo, y putte me yn) yowr > wylle.” 

In thus wyse answeryd Partonope : 

“ Alle-myjthty God, y praye thatt ye 
Helpe me ynne yowi* ownne Ryjthte. 

Onne [me] y take thus ylke afyjthte 
YowP la we fully to defende. 

There-to [oure] lord me grase sende.”— 

“ Nowe,” sayde the kynge, “ Partonope, 

As ye wolle saye hytte muste nedys be.” 

And there-wythe ffrendely he hym) kyste, 

And seyde : “ Y hope for yowi* beste 
YowP vndertakynge schalle nowe bee. 
There[-to] yow helpe the trinite ! ” 

3575. MS. adds the kynge before wyth. 


Tbs King 
•till tries 
to dissuade 
him, 

3576 


3580 


3584 


and reminds 
him how 
ral uable his 
services are 
3588 in Francs; 


3592 


3596 


hot as Par¬ 
tonope is 

qcaa still Arm in 
eJbUU his resolu¬ 
tion, the 
King finally 
assents. 


3604 


Ratal. 

Yonre senlyse for euer I refuse. ” 

At bis worde )>e kynge gan mv»e, 

And at £e laste seyde : “In affyaunce, 
Yef ye witt so you avaunce, 

As ye wolf, so mot it be. 3581 

For truly, cossyn, bade not ye 
Come In-to Fraunce at )>ia tyme, 


MS. 

We hade be In grette peyne.” 

Then seyde Partonope J>e worthy: 

“ The yelde God almyghty, 8594 
And he helpe me In youre right; 

For on me I take >is fight 859ft 

Youre enemys futt for to defende, 

That grace oure lorde me sende.” 
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The King 
summon! 
his knights, 
and informs 
them thst, 
in order to 
nroid 

bloodshed, a 
single oom- 
bat is to 
tats place 
between 
Sornegour 
and a 
Preach 
knight 



And ther-wyth-alle streyjte he wente 
To hys cheyre, and faste sente 
For alle hy[s] hole Cheoalrye, 

And thenne he sayde : “ the cawse wbye 3608 

I haue atte thus tyme sende for yow. 

Kynge Sornegour ha the send me nowe 
A letter—here stant the messengere— 

And seyythe, yeffe I wolle, hys wylle were, [leaf *5] 3612 

Forto trye owre bothe Ryjthtes, 

Thys batayile to stonnde be-twyn) ij knyjthtes. 

Thys ys the cause • of his menynge, 

For to Eschewe grete blode schedynge. 3616 

For thus ys seker, wyth-owten) fayle, 

Yeffe we bothe come to batayle, 

Thatt bothe owre ostes to-geder mete, 

Many a man) schalle ther hys lyffe lete. 3620 

Inne hys cawse hym)-sylffe wylle fyjthte, 

For he hymJ-sylffe schalle be hys knyjthte. 

And y another knyjthte motte sende 

Wythe hym) to fyjthte, ther to defende 3624 

The Ryjthte thatt longethe to thus londe. 

[For he hathe fully take on honde,] 

Yeff he ynne thus Batayle slayne bee, 

Knyjthtes and Duckes of thatt Cuntree 3628 

And other lordes alle eke ther-too, 

Schalle do me Omage, er thatt they goo, 

And olde ther londes euer of me. 

And eke ther-to they schulle swore bee 3632 

8615. the cause written twice. 


Bawl. MS. 


The kynge set hym araonge his 
chevaliye, 

And seyde: “Siris, I teti you cause 
why 3608 

I haue do rede )>is nobitt letter, 
Whiche seyth {ms and no better : 

Yef I wilt, his futt entente were 3612 
For to trye out In J>is manere 
The cleyme of ours bothe rightes 
To be In bataitt be-twyx ij knyghtes. 
This is )>e cause of his menyfn]ge 3615 
For to esschewe grete blode shedynge. 
For £ia is sekere, witA-out faitt, 

Yef we bothe come to bataitt, 


And bothe our ostes to-geder mete, 
x Many a man his lyfe shaft lete. 3620 
In >is case hym-selfe witt fight, 

For he witt be >e too knyght. [‘Ltsbaekj 
And I auojier knvght moete fynde 
W'itA hym to fight and defende 3624 
The Ryght )wt longyth to )>is londe. 
For he bathe fully take on honde, 

Yef he In J>is bataitt slayn be, 

Kynges and dukes of his contro, 3628 
And att his lordes of his contra per -to 
Shutt do me omage, ore J>ey goo, 

And holde per londes euer of me. 
Ther-to pey shatt ensurede be 3632 
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To sende me hys Eldyste sone ; 

And eke he schalle do as they haue done. 

And so happe thatt my knyjthte * bee 
Dyscumfyte or slayne yn) the degre, 

I and thus Berne motte stonde 

To do hym) Omage, and holde owre londe 

Ryjthte off hym) as he schulde of mee, 

Yffe he slayne or dyscumfyte bee. 

To Partonope y grawnte thus Batayle. 

I Charge yow alle thatt je nott fayle 
To-morew be-tyme redy to bee 
Wyth my Cosyn), and eke wyth mee, 

Armed be-fore the Castett of Chars. 

Hytt ys gode afore to be warys. 

For yf he mene vntrewly, 

Thenne er .we redy Boldely 
Vs to defente, yffe he assayle. peaf 45 , wk] 

And yffe so falle thus Batayle 
He porforme wyth trewe entente, 

I wolle 30 alle, by onne asente, 

VnXarme yow ynue preue manere. 

And make non) ado butte as no 3 t& were. 

I Charge yow alle eke ther-too, 


3636 


3640 


3644 


He haa 
granted the 
venture to 
Partonope. 

The French 
army U 
to meet 
the next 
morning in 
arms before 
Chare, 


3648 


3652 4 

according to 
circum¬ 
stance*. 


3635. my knyjthte] MS. myjthte. 


3637-38. or lands: stands ? 
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1 And make no noyse as noght were. 3654 
I charge yow alle eke therto, p leaf ts] 


Rawl. MS. 

To sende me his eldyste sone ; 

And he shaft do as >ey haue done. 

And it hape Jwt my knyght be 3635 
Vjmcomfytt, ore slayne In >at degre, 
And I also with my rerae moste stonde 
To do hym omage, and oure londe 
Holde of hym as he shnlde of me. 

And I tett you witA-out faitt 
To Partonope I haue gyfe >e bataift. 3641 
To-morwe ye moste redy be 3643 
To go witA my cossyn and me, 

Armede be fore >e castett of Chare. 

Hit is good fore to be ware. 

Then) are we redy futt boldly 3648 
Vs to defende yef he aasaift. 

And yef he truly pis bataift 
Porforme as he hathe mente, 

That >en) ye may, be on assente, 3652 
Vn-arme hem In preve manere, 

And make noyse as nought were. 

I charge you aft eke >er-to, 
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In the even¬ 
ing prayer* 
should be 
read every- 
where. 


The King 
orders his 


write the 
reply. 


Wh'enne euen) corny the, that goo 

Barefutte yn) prosescione 

To eucry Churche ynne thus towne, 

And praye the holy trinite 

To owre worchyppe thatt he wolle see, 

And Crystes lawe euer he sane 
A[nd] on vs aUe merey to haue.” 

The kynge atte thys tyme seyyth no more, 
Ne alle the lordes, but wonder sore 
They syke, and many tenderly 
Wepe and waylythe* fulle hevelye. 

The kynge anone a letter lete wryte, 

0 

And bade the secreatory ytte welle endyte, 
Thatt Somegour myjthte knowe hys entente. 
The 8e[c]ratory forthe ynne haste wente 
Thys letter fully to endyte, 

And alle the kynge-ys entente to wryte. 

Thys letter in haste ys wrote and made. 

The kynge comawndytt anone and bade 
The hethen) clerke hytte to take, 

And that he schulde no tarrynge make, 


3656 


3660 


3664 


3668 


3672 


3676 


3662. After a a blot in MS. and then onne crossed out; on vs is 
written above alle. 

3666. MS. walkythe. 3670. ear underdotted after The. 


Univ. Coll. MS. 

Whan) evyn) cometh, that ye goo 3656 
Bare-foote lowly on) procession) 

To euery cherche now in this town), 
And pray we to the Holy Trynyte 
To oure worship that he wole see, 3660 
And Crystes lawe euer he save, 

And on) vs alle mercy to haue." 
rPHe kyng at this tyme saythe nomore, 
A Ne alle the lordes, but wondyr sore 
They sygh, and many one futt tendyrly 
Wepid and weylid ryght hevyly. 3666 
The kyng anone a letter gan) wryte, 
And bad the Secretary hit welt endyte, 
That Somogoure myght know hys 
entent. 

TheSecrytary now forthe ys went. 3670 
This letter in hast ys wry ten) and made. 
The kyng anone comanndyd and bade 
The hethen) clerk hit to take, 3675 
And that he ahulde no taryng make 


Bawl. MS. 

When evrn) comyth, >ot ye goo 8656 
Barfoote lowly on pressission) 

To eoery chirche In >is towne, 

And praye we to {>e holy trenyte 
To ouro worchipe Jwt he wilt see, 3660 
And Crystes lawe euer he save, 

And on vs att mercy haue." [> Usfie] 
1 The kynge at J>is tyme aeyth no more, 
Ne att t>e lordes, but wonder sore 3664 
They sigh, and many futt tenderly 
Wepte and waylede lutt petuously. 

TT Ere )>e kynge a letter dyde wryte, 
-LL j4nd bade l»e secretory it endyte, 
That Somogoure myght knowe his 
entente. 3669 

This leter is wretyn in haste. 3673 
The kjmge comondyde faste 
The hethvn clerke it to take, 

And )xxt he shnlde no taryinge make, 
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Butte bere hytte to kynge Somegour, 

And seye hym) thatt “ the cheffe ffiowre 
Off my knyjthode wytfc hym schalle fyjthte, 

Wythe Goddys grass, and saue my Ryjthte." 3680 

Thys letter thys Clerke hatthe taken) ynne haste, 

And to hys kynge hyed hym) fasts. 

Thys Clerke to Chare ys come. 

The kynge [hym] ssyths, and sayde: “ Welcome.” 3684 
The clerke downe knelythe afore the kynge : cieaf«] 

“ Syr,” he seyde, ** letterys y brynge 
Vnder the kynge-ys seale off Fraunce. 

Redyths hym) ouer, for gode purviaunce 3688 

For thys Batayle hytte nedythe make. 

For sucche one hathe ytte vnder-take, 

Hytte nedythe wslls now avysed to be.” 

Thanne sayde the kynge : “ Canste thow telle me 3692 
Wo ys the man), and wate ys hys name?" 

Thenne seyde the Clerke : “ Gretely to blame 
Ellys where I. I dyd hym see. 

Hys name ys syr Partonope, 3696 

Inne whorame the kynge hathe grete affyaunce, 

And affter alle the reme * off Fraunce." • 

Then) answeryd kynge Somegour: 


8698. reme] MS. kynge. After this line the MS. adds 
fyjthte wate happe or Chaunce, cf. 1. 8702. 


The heathen 
clerk bat¬ 
tens back to 
Chan, 


and deliTen 
the letter, 


with warn¬ 
ings of 
Partonope'a 
prowess. 


Sornegonr is 
delighted to 
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But bere hit to Sornogoure the kyng, 
And say to hym) 11 a Jen yght y ing 
Of myne with hym) shaft fyght, 

With Goodys grace, and save my 
ryght” 8680 

The letter this clerk hath take in hast, 
And to his lorde hym) hyed futt fast. 
And whan) he had hym) in seyng: 
"Syr,” he sayde, “ letters now I bryng 
Vndyr the kyngw Seale of Fraunce. 
Rodyth hem) and make purvyaunce, 
For this batayle hit nedyth to make. 
Forauche oon) hath hit vndyrtake 8690 
Whoos name ys Partanope, 8696 
Floure y-callid of that Contree, 

In whom) the kyng hath grete affyaunce, 
And so hath all the Rewme of Fraunce. ” 
Than) answerid kyng 8ornogonre : 8699 


Bawl. MS. 

But heryth Somogours J>e kynge, 

And sey to hym a knyght yenge 3678 
Of myn) witA hym shaft fight, 

W »tA Goddes leue, to saue my right. ” 

The letter £e clerke hathe in haste, 
And to his lorde hym hyede faste. 
When) he hade hym In syinge : 3683 

“ Sir, ” he seyde, “ letter nowe I brynge 
Vnder >e kyngee sea It of Fraunce. 
Redyth hem and make purvyaunce, 
For >is bataitt is nedyth to make. 

For soyche on hathe it vnder-take 
Whose name is Partonope, 3696 
Floure I-callede of Jwt contre, 

In whom he hathe his affyaunce, 8697 
And so hathe att J>e reme of Fraunce." 
Then) answerde kynge Somogoure: 
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fight with 
the flower of 
knighthood. 


He calle hi* 
council, 


and informs 
them of hie 
decision. 


“ I thanke God hyely, for wythe the fflowi* 3700 

Off alle kny 3 ththode of alle the Beme off Fraunce 
I motto fyjthte, wate happe • or chaonce 
Me euere ffalle ynne thys fyjthte. 

I hope, lorde, thorow thy myjthte 3704 

To sane my worchypp and myne honowr*, 

Setheri) he off Chenalrye ys the fflowre, 

Off alle Fraunce eke the Gentyleste. 

8o mutte y fyjthte wythe [the] bests, 3708 

Wyche to me ys grete honowre." 

Thus answeryd the Clerke kynge Somegour. 

And at * pat words he sent anone 

For alle hys cownsayle be one and one. 3712 

To hym) come kynge Fursyne,* 

Kynge Loemer,* and kyng Fah[u]rynne, 

And Marukyn),* and false Manes 

Comethe forthe wyth hem) ynne the presse. 3716 

“ Lordynges,” he sayde, “ hytt ys my wylle 

My cownseH yow telle, for hytte ys skelle 

Ye ytte wete; for yesterd-day dy-veree • 

I fownde yow alle; for eche man) dyd trauerse nr. m, bt j 3720 

8702. MS. happt*. 8711. at] MS. thatt 

8718. MS. furfyne. 8714. MS. leomer. 

8716. MS. Mavrekyn). 3719. MS. ay werse. 
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“I thanke God highly, for with the 
floor* p leaf SS, back] 8700 

Of knyghthode now in Fraunce 
I most fyght, what happe or chaunce 
Me euer falle this day in fyght. 8708 
Yett I hope, lorde, thorow they rnyght 
To save now myn) hononre, 

Thogh I fyght with this gay flour*. ” 
Ana with tnat worde he sent anone 
For alle hys counsav 1* by one and one. 
To hym) ther come king 8ursyn), 8718 
Kyng Loymer, and kyng Fabouryn), 
And Marukyn), and fals Marres 8715 
Come forthe with hem) in-to the praes. 
“Lordyngia,” he sayde, “hit ys my 
wille 

My counsel yow to telle, as yt ys 
sky lie. 

Ye wote welle that yesterday diuers 
I fonnde yow alle/ for eche man) dyd 
travers 8720 
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“I thanke God highly, for wt'tA )>e 
flour* 8700 

Of knyghthode nowe In Fraunce 
I moete fight, what hape ore chaunoe 
Me euer fait at bis tyme In fight. 

Yet I hope, lorae, porwe py myght 
To save nowe myne honour*, 8705 
Though I fight witA be gay flour*.” 
And witA pat worde ne sent anone 
For alt his counsett by on and on. 8712 
To hym per comyth kyng* Stirsyn, 
Kynge Loemere and kynge Fabryne, 
And Marken, and false Marras 8715 
1 Come furthe wt'tA hym In to p* prase. 
“Lordynges,” he seyde, “it is my 
Witt p leaf IS. back] 

My counsett you to telt, it is skitt. 

Ye wot wett pot yesterday deuerse 
I found* you ait; fro iche travers 8720 
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Other-ys wette, ther as to cownseH 
I dyd yow calls to se ynne watte perelle 
We stodde ynne, and in watte dystawnnce, 

There-agayne to make gode ordynaunce. 3724 

Whenne ye were come, ye toke non) hede 
To my worcheppe ne to my manhede. 

[M]I cowncelle there fore y take; 

For no man) y wolle ytte neuer for-s&ke. 3728 

Be hytt gode or ylle, ytte ffalleth on* me. 

The kynge-ys letterys off Fraunce here they be, 

Sythe howe he wrytethe, and ynne wate forme, 

For alle the couenauntes* y wyUe par-forme.” 3732 

They brake the letter, and dyd hyt rede. 

[They seye] The sentence, and ynne grete drede 
Alle these lordes stode eucrychone. 

Off hem) alle ther was* nott one 3736 

Thatt here-to therate saye a worthe, 

Butte stoden) alle stylle be one acorde. 

To hem) thenne seyde the [stowte] kynge : 

3729. od] MS. for. 3732. MS. comawmentea. 

3736. alle ther was] MS. ther was alle. 


He reproves 
their past 
conduct. 


The letter 
is read. 


They are 
silent. 



Univ. Coll. MS. 

Otheis witte, there as to counsel* 

I calde yow to tett what perett 
We stande in, and in what dystaunce, 
And tbere-ayen) to make goode ordy- 
naunce. 8724 

When) ye were come, ye toke none 
heede 

To my worship ne to my manhede. 
Myn) owne Counseyle therfore I take ; 
For no man) I wylle hit nener for-sake. 
Be hit goode or evytt hit fallith on) me. 
The kynges letreaof Fraunce here they 
be. 3730 

Seeth how he wryteth, and in what 
fourme, 

For alle the covenauntis I wylle par- 
forme.” 

They brake the letters, and them) dyd 
rede. 

Theysvgh t the sen tens, and in grete drede 
Alle these lordes than) stode echone. 

Of hem) alle there was not one 3736 
That there durst say a worde, 

But stode alle stylle by one acorde. 

To hem) than) sayde this stowte kyng: 

PARTONOPE. 


JRaxol. MS. 

0 ]>er wyta >er as to counsel 
Westonde In, and In what Jus-staunce. 


When) ye were come, ye toke none 
hede 8725 

To my worchipe ne to my manhede. 
Myne owne counsel* J*r-for I take; 

For no man) I wit* it neuer for-sake. 

Be it good ore it* it fat* on me, 3729 
The kynges letter of Fraunce here J>ey 
fce. 

Sethe howe he wryth, and In what 
forme, 3731 

For at* >e covenantes I shat* porforme. ” 

They brake >e letter, and hem dyde rede. 
They saws pe sentence, and In grete 
drede 

Alt J>is lordes >ey stode ichone. 

Of hem at* per was but on 3736 

That per derate sey on worde, 

But stode at* stilt at on acorde. 

To hem seyde )>ia stonte kynge : 

K 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



130 


British Museum MS. 


Fortin pro¬ 
poses that 
all should go 
armed to 
camp, 


to safeguard 
the king. 


At sunrise, 
the 8armcens 
assemble, 


with helm 
jmd shield. 


“ I warne yow, seres, off one thynge : 

Fro thus entent to a Newe 
None off yow schalle me remove. ” 

Fyrste off alle thenne spake syr Fursynne : * 

“ Sythe off yowi* wylle thus ys the fyne 
Thatt fro thus presses 30 wylle not goo, 

I canne no more saye ther-too, 

Butte erly to-raorowe thatt alle men) be 
In the ffylde armed to make yowr asemele, 

Thatt ye raowe stonde ynne saue garde, 

And euery man) kepe hys owne warde.” 

Alle they agreyd hem to thus worde, 

And to hys herbrow went euary lorde. 

[At] More we anone as hytte was day, 

The sonne here bemus schewyd fulle gaye. 

The mynstrallys here Trumpes gan) sowne. 
There-wythe there Oste they dyde some [i«ef 47 j 
To arnie hem) faste, and redy make 
Anone the fylde for to take. 

By thowsandys they drawyth to the felde 
Wyth maney an * helme and many a schylde. 
3743. MS. furfynne. 3760. an] JfS. and. 


3740 


3744 


3748 


3752 


3756 


3760 


Unit. Coll. MS. 

" I warne yow, Syres, of 00 thyng : 
Fro this entent vnto a new 3741 

None of yow alle shalle me renew.” 
Fyrst of yow alle than) spake Snrsyn). 


1 But Erly to-morow lat alle men be 3747 
In )>e felde armed and make youre 
assemble, (i leaf 24] 3748 

That ye may stonde in safe garde, 

And euery man kepe his owne warde.” 
Alle they a-greed hem to this 00 worde, 
And to her herburgh went euery lorde. 

A T morow whan nit was day, 8763 
The Svnne her bemes shewed gay. 
The Mynstralles her trvmpes gvnne 
sown.* 

Therwyth the Ooste they dyd somoun) 
To arme hem fast and redy make 3757 
Anone the felde frely to take. 

Be thousandis they draw to the feelde 
Wyth many helme and bryght Sheelde. 

After 3743 catch-word But erly. 

11. 3756-58 art inverted in MS. 


Eawl. MS. 

“ I ware you, seris, of on thynge : 

Fro Jria entente vnto a newe 3741 
None of you ehatt me remeve.” 

Firsts of att (wn) spake Sursyn : 

“ Sethe of youre wilt J>is is be fyne 3744 
That fro J>is purpose ye win not goo, 

I can) no more sey ber-to, 

But erly to-morwe let ait men be 3747 
In felde armede at youre essemble, 

That ye may stonde In safe garde, 

And euery man kepe his owne warde.” 
At )>attyme J>ey seyde no mo worde, 3751 
To per loggyoge went euery lorde.* 

H At morwe when it was day, 

The son here bemys shewyde gay. 3754 
The menstreltes per troinpwj gan 
sounne. 

There-with be oste >ey dyde somonne 
Anone }>e felde freshly to make, 3757 
To arme hem faste and redy make. 

By pousondes )>ey drewe to )>e feldea 
Wt'tA many helmes and bright sheldes 

[leaf 17] 

U. 3751-52 ore inverted in MS. 
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The kynge hym armed, and as seythe [the] bocke, 

In grete haste, and wyth hym toke 
Faburine, Fursynne,* and Marres, 

Loemere,* Marukyn),* and moche prese. 3764 

Wythe hym come mony a spere and schelde. 

Anone as they come to the fylde, 

Here Bataylys ffasto they dyd araye. 

I-armed they were fulle tfrescho and gaye. 3768 

Onne the tother syde come the kynge of Fraunce 
Wythe alle hys kynne and alle hys affyauuce, 

And wyth hym Brojthte Partonope. 

And heven)[-ly] ytte was hym) to see, 3772 

So jonge, so fresche, so welle be-sene. 

To praye for hym) eche man) was fayne. 

The ffrensche dem[en]ed hym) fulle eselye, 

And prayyd God fulle besely 3776 

To saue here worchyppe and here Ryjthte. 

So hadde they do be-ffore alle nyjthte, 

Leyne ynne prayerys and ynne wepynge. 

On) the ffylde to hem warde come prekynge 3780 


8 ornegonr 
cornea to 
the field ac¬ 
companied 
by hie ras- 
mIi end 
Mena. 


The King of 
France 
arrirea with 
Partonope, 



3763. MS. Fabrune, fnrfynne(l). 
2764. MS. leomere, Mavrekyn). 


Univ. Coll. MS. 

The kyng hym armed, as sayth the 
books, 

In grete hast, and wyth hym toke 
Snrsyn, Fabnr, and eke Marres, 
Loemer, Marukyn), and Sarres. 8764 
Wyth hem come many Spere and Shelde. 

At sonc as they come to the feelde, 

Her Bataylles fast they dyd aray. 
Armed they were bothe fressh and gay. 
On that tother syde come the kyng of 
Fraunce 3769 

Wyth alle hys kynne and alleaunce, 
And wyth hym brought Partanope. 
Hevenly hit was hym to see, 3772 
So yonge, so fressh, so wele be-seen. 

To pray for hym they besy been. 

The french demenyd hem ful esyly, 

And prayde to God futt hertyly 3776 
To save her worsshvp and her ryght. 

8 o had they do be-fore alle nyght. 

Oner the fecldc to hem came prikyng 


Raid. MS. 

The kynge hym armede, as seth >e 
boke, 

In grete haste, and with hym toke 
Sursyn, Fabria, and eke Marras, 3763 
Loemers, Markyn, and eke Surris. 
WiU hem come many spere and 
shelde. 

As sone as J>ey come In-to >e felde, 
Here bataitte* faste dyde array. 

Armede J>ey were freshe and gay. 3768 
On >at o\er syde >e kynge of Fraunce 

W*tA alt his kyne and alyaunce, 

And with hym brought Partonope. 

An hevynly sight it was hem to see, 

So yonge, so freshe, so wett be-sene. 

To praye for hym J>ey besy bene. 

The french deyuede hem eysely, 

And prayede to God full hertly 3776 
To save per worchipe and Per right. 

So hade >ey do ati )>e nyght. 

Ouer J>e felde to hem come pre-kynge 

3764. MS. sorris (l indistinct). 
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Loemer and 
Marat repair 
to the 
French 
camp to 
hear the 
covenant. 


The King 
proposes to 
bring a hun¬ 
dred armed 
knights to 
theliata, 


and to re¬ 
hearse the 
oovenant 
there. 


The Kings 
meet 

courteously. 


Kynge Loemers* and Erie Mar res 

Owte fro amonge the hethen) presse 

To the kynge of Fraunce streyjthte 

To wete yff thus ylke affyjthte 3784 

Schulde be holden) and alle the Cownandes. 

To hem) answeryd the kynge of Fraunse : 

“ Say* kynge Somegour thstt y haue y-sayde 

Schalle so be holde thatt wele apayed 3788 

He and alle hys schulde bee. 

Where-fibre y wolle anone thatt hee 
Take wyth hym an .c. knyjthtes, 

And come downe streyjte to the lyystys, 3792 

Owte ffrome hys oste; and thenne schalle I (leaf <7, back] 

Do the same, and there by and bye 

Schalle the Cownauntes rehersyd be 

Be-twyn) hym) and Partonope. 3796 

There we schalle [holde] owre parlement 

And Bchewe playnely owr'e eythyr entente.” 

To thus ther was no more to do; 

They were alle greyd ther-too. 3800 

And ynne thus wyse anon) they mette, 

And Curtesly* eche oder grette. 

8781. MS. leoraera; kynge seems marked for erasure before Erie. 
3787. say] MS. Syr. 8794. D in Do i crilten like an S. 

3802. MS. Curstely. 


Unit. CoU. MS. 

Erie Marres and Loemer the kyng 
To hem of Fraunce then fntt streyght 
To wytte yf that this noble fyght 3784 
Shulae be holde and 
To bym answeryd the kyng of Fraunce : 
“Say kyng Sornogour that I haue 
sayde I 1 *4, back) 

*10 no wyse for me shaft berenaved. 3788 
Therfore he wyth an) hundred knvghtes 
Lat hym come downe to the lystea 3792 
Oute from) hys Ooste ; and thao shaft I 
Do the same, and there by and by 
Shaft alle the Covenauntes rehersyd be 
Be-twix hym and Partanopc. 3796 
There we shaft holde oure parlament 
And shew playnly alle oure entent” 
To this there was nomore to do ; 

They were alle a-greed therto. 3800 
And in this wyse anone they mete, 
And curtealy other goodely grete. 

8788. MS. remayed. 


Bawl. MS. 

Erie Manas and Loeraera f>e kynge 
To hem of France ben fuff straight 
To wyte yef }>is nooiff fight 3784 
Shulde be holde and aft covenauntes. 
To hem answerde >e kynge of France: 
“Soy kynge Sornogoura >at I haue 
seyde [> i«»r 17, back] 

In no wyse shaft be renayede. 3788 
Thcre-fore he witAanhonaerdeknyghtes 
Let Lem come downe to pe lystes 3792 
Out fro his oste, and J>en shaft I 
Do pe same, and pat by and by 
Shaft aft J>e cov[en]anntes rahereede be 
Be-twyx hym and Partonope. 3796 

There we shaft holde oure parlement 
And she we playnly oure entente.” 

To J»is per was no more to do ; 

They were aft gaderde perto. 8800 

] And In )>is wyse a-none >ey mete, 

And courtealy eyjier o per grete. 
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Schortoly off thus to make a ffyne, 

The hethen) putte up Fursyne* 3804 

To reherse the Covenauntes 

Thatt bolde schulde be be-twyn) hem and * Fraunce. 
Kynge Fursyne,* thus worthy knyjthte, 

Eehersyd the Covenauntes off thus fy^thte, 3808 

And tolde the trowthe off the recorde, 

In sucche wysse that eurry worde 
Acordyd to here bothe wrytynge. 

Where-ffore the lordes made grete praysynge 3812 

Off hys dyscrescon) and off hys wytte, 

And seyde to fulle-fylle ytte 
As he had sayde, alle redy were. 

The hethen) kny^thtes anone dyd swere 3816 

Yppon) sucche reinky8 as they hadde 

These Covenauntes to holde suerly and sadde. 

The kynge of Fraunce yn) the other syde 
Alle[-so] swore, watte so euer be-tyde, 3820 

The Covenauntes thatt he wolde trewly 
Holde, as they * ther-to by and bye 
8804. MS. furfyne. 

3806. MS. k written above off, omitted in the text. 

3807. MS. Fnrfyne. 3822. as they] MS. and. 


and Fursin 
rehearse* 
the cove¬ 
nant. 


Oath* are 
■worn on 
relic* by 
both side*. 


Unto. Coll. MS. 


8 hortly of this to make & fyne, 

The hethyn put vpon) Sursyn 3804 
To reherce alle the covenauntes 
That shulde be holde be-twyxt hem 
and Fraunce. 

Kyng Sursyn, that worthey knyght, 
Behersed the covenauntes of this fyght, 
And tolde the trouthe of the a-corde. 
In which wyse that eu«y worde 3810 
Was a greed to her bothe wrytyng. 
Where-fore the lordis made grete prays- 



As he had sayde they redy were. 3815 
The hethen knygtcs anone dyd swere 
Vpon) suche Relyk as they hadde 
These covenauntes to holde surely and 
sadde. 

The kyng of Fraunce on) the other syde 
Also aware, what euer betyde, 8820 
The covenauntes he wolde futt truly 
Holde hem, as they there by and by 


11. 381S-16 inverted in MS. 


Bawl. MS. 

Shortly of pis to make fyne, 

The hethyn put vppon 8ursyn) 3804 
To reheree be couenaunte* 

That shulae be holde be-twyx Jiem 
and vs. 

Kynge Sursyn, pis worthy knyght, 
Rehersyde pe couenauntes of J>is fight, 
And tolde )>e trouth of ]>e acorde, 3809 
In whiche wyse )>at euery worde 
Were a-greede to >er bothe wrytynge. 
Where-fore pe lordes made greto preys- 
ynge 8812 

Of hys dysscression) and of his wyte, 
And seyde att >ey woft fully it 
As he hede seyde >ey redy were. 3815 
The hethyn knyghtes anone dyde swere 
llppon) soyche relykes as ]»y hade 
Cou[en]auntes to holde surely and sade. 

The kynge of France on >ot oJ>er syde 
Also sware, whateuer so be-tyde, 3820 

S818. On margin Couenantr* added by a 
later hand. 
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The heralds 
Impose die- 
arming. 


A thousand 
armed 
knights of 
either army 
shall guard 
the lists. 


Were rehersyd by kynge Fursyne.* 

Thus off here Covenauntes thus ys the fyne. 3824 

Thanne made they herodes stonde on) hye 
To make an) Oye and a crye, 

Onne payne off losynge off lyffe and leme, 

Eche man) schulde on)-armo hym). 3828 

Sornegcmr comawndyd off hys knyjthtcs 
A thowsand welle armed to kepe the lyystes, 

Thatt no man) scholde so hardy bee [leaf <s) 

In-to [the] lyestes to make entre, 3832 

Ne alle -80 no man) to go owte. 

Onne the ffrenche seyde a M w knyjthtes stowte * 

Where armed to kepe thus affyaunce, 

And thatt the worthyeste off alle Fraunce, 3836 

Redy onne horse-back e 
Where ordeyned to kepe the ffrenche fylde, 

Thatt no Ryott schulde aRyse. 

Thus fylde was ryalle to devyse 3840 


wyth spere and schylde, 


3823. US. Furfyne. 3825. or stande ? 3834. stowte] US. stodc. 


Univ. Coll. US. 

Where rehersyd by kyng Sursyn). 

Thus of these covcnaunUs here ys the 
fyno. 3824 

Than made they an) herawde stond an 
hye 

To make a certayn noyes and crye 
In payne of lesyng lyfe and lymme 
Eche man shulde vnarme hym. 3828 
Somogoor commaundyd of hia knyghtea 
A thowsand wett armed to kepe the 
lystys, [leaf 25] 

That no man shulde so hardy be 
In-to the lystes to make entree, 3832 
Ne also no man to cone oute. 

On) the french syde also a thousand 
stout e 

Were armed knyghtss to kepe this 
affiaunce, 

And that the wordyste of alle Fraunce, 
Redy on horsbak wyth 8pecre and 
Sheelde, 3837 

Were ordeyned to kepe the french feelde, 
That no Ryot shulde eny wyse a-ryse. 
Thus was hit ryatt to deyyse 3840 

3828. MS. vnarne. 


Bawl. US. 

Were rehersyde bo kynge Sursyn). 

Thus of be cou[en]auntas hers is pe fyne. 

Then an heroude stode vp an hyo 3825 

To make serten oyoe and crye 
In peyne of lesynge of lyfe and lyme 
Eiche man) [un-)arme heme. 3828 
Somogour comondyde of his knyghtes 
A >ou8onde wett annede to kepe lystes, 

That no man) shulde so hardy be 
In-to ]>e lystes to make entre, 3832 
Ne also no man to gon oude.* 

On >e frenche syde a >ousonde stoude 

On b« french syde to kepe bis affyaunce. 

And bat >e worthyeste of att France 
Redy on hors-bake witA spere and shelde 

Were ordeynede to kepe >e french felde. 
That no ryote shulde in ony wyse be. 
Thus was it arrayde to be aryse 3840 

8828. On tnarpin To make Certayn: Oyca : 
anti crye, added by a later hand. 

3833-34. Inverted order of line* in MS 
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Thatt so y-wardett was abowte 
Wythe ij M 4i knyjthtes stowte. 

The ffrenche kynge browjthte Partonope 
In-to the lyestys, and ther toke hee 
Off hym leue falle sore wepynge, 

And comendyd hym)* to the blessynge 
Off the blessyd trinite. 

And thus from) hym departed hee. 

Kynge Fursyne* onne the other seyde 
Was kynge Sornegour ys gyde 
In-to* the lyestys, and ther hym brojthte 
Wyth heuy chere and grete thojthte. 

Wyth wepynge eyen) he toke hys leve, 

And prayed hys god he schulde welle preue 
In thy[8] Batayle and ynne hys Ryjthte, 
And saue hym) schameles ynne hys fyjthte 
Nowe the hethen) kynge Sornegour, 
Wyche off Cheualrye bare the flowre 
Off alle the sette of hethen) laye, 

In-to the leystys fulle fresche and gaye 
Onne horse-backe ys comen) y-armed welle 


The French 
King brings 
3844 Partonope 
into the 
lists, end 
commends 
him to God. 


384S 

Forsin with 
h*a wf cheer 
conducts 
Sornegour. 

3852 


3856 

Sornegour is 

splendidly 

armed, 


3860 


3846. MS. adds sylfe a/Ur hym). 3849. MS. Furfvne. 

3851. to xoriLUn twice. 3858. bare] a like o. 


Univ. Coll. MS. 

That so vyrounde was a-bonte 
Wyth two thousand knyghte* atoote. 
The french kyng brought Partanope 
In-to the lystis, and there toke he 3844 
Of hym leve futt 6ore wepyng, 

And recomaunde hym to the blessyng 
Of oure lorde, the blessyd trinite. 

And so fro hym departed then he. 3848 
Kyng Sursyn) on) the hethen syde 
Was kyng Sornogours gyde. 

In-to the lystis to hym brought 
Wyth euy chere and grete thought. 3852 
Whith wepyng eyen he toke his leve, 
And prayae his god he shulde welt prevc 

In this batayle and in this ryght, 

And save hym shameles in fyght. 3856 

N Ow this hethen kyng Sornogour, 
Which of chevalry beryth the flour 
Of alle the sette in hethen lay, 

In-to the lystis full fressh and gay 
On) horebak ys comen armed wele 3861 


Karel. MS. 

That so verry rounde was aboute 
WitA ij Jiousonde knyghtes stoute. 

1 The frenche kynge brought Partonope 
In-to ]>e lyst« arid J>er toke he 8844 
Of hym leve futt sore wepynge,[> leaf 18 ] 
And recomondyde hym to )>e blyssynge 
Of oure lorde, ]*e blyssede creature. 

And so departyde, I you ensure. 3848 
Kynge Sursyn on >e hethyn syde 
Was kynge Sornogoure gyde. 

In-to |ie lyst« he hym brought 
WitA hevy hert and arete >ought. 3852 
WitA wepynge eyen he toke his leue, 
And prayede his god he shulde hym 
sane 

In Jris bataitt and In his right, 3855 
Ami save hym shameles In )>is fight. 

IT Nowe pis hethyn kynge Somogoure, 
Whiche of chevalry beryth )>e floure 
Of alt po pit set In hethyn lay, 
ln-to >e lystes full fere and gay 3860 
On hors-liake is come armede wett 
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He It 

mounted on 
a white 
steed 


with trap¬ 
pings ornate 
with gold. 


He is clad in 
a habergeon 
of steel, 
with a shield 
abont his 
neck and a 
helmet on 
his head. 


Wythe hosen) of mayle and fyne style, 

Welle y-lased wytfce fyne sylke. 

Hys stede was wbyte as eny mylke, 3864 

Armed ynne mayle fulle fresche and gaye, 

Suer[l]y I-nowe for alle asaye, 

And there a-bowte a fresche trappure, 

Welle y-schape and of gode measure, iie*f48, back] 3868 
Wythe golde welle bete and of hys devyse. 

Thys lorde, thatte was bothe manly and wyse, 

Above sate armed ffreschely and welle 

Inne an habrygon) of fyne style. 3872 

Abowte hys necke henge a schylde 

So bry;thte off style thatt alle the fylde 

Was Elumyed of the bry^thnysse. 

Ther-to hytte was weldely, [y] gesse. 3876 

Vppon) hys hede a helme fulle gaye, 

S[u]ere y-nowe atte alle asaye. 

Above a CerkeH of stones Reche, 

A gode ytto hadde bene for a churche. 3880 

For the marchandys hynnes to Humbere 
The valewe ther-off cowthe not nummbere. 

Aboue his arnes* he toke a cote, 

Enbrowderyd wyth perett well yfrote * 3884 

3883. MS. armes. 3884. wett yfrote] MS. and not wyth alote. 
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Wyth hosyn of mayle made of atele, 
Wele lasvd wyth fyne Sylke, 3863 
Hys stede was white as any mylke, 
Armed in mayle futt fressh and gay, 
Surely ynough for alle assay, [i if. 25, bk.] 
And there a-bove fressh trappure 
1 Welle y-shape and of good mesure, 3868 
Wyth golde wel bete at his devyse, 
This lorde was manly and wyse, 

Above sett fresshly armed and welo 
In an) hawberk of rvght fyne steele. 
A-boute hys nekk heng a sheelde 3873 
So bryght of steele that alle the feelde 
Was enlymed wyth the brvghtnesse, 
And hit was futt weeldy, as I gesse. 
Vpon) his hede and helme futt gay 3877 
Sure ynought at alle maner assay. 
Above that a Cerche of stonys rvche, 
Ryght goode they had be for a cherche. 
A-bove hys arneys he had a cote 8883 
Enbrowded wyth peerle wele y-frote, 


Bawl. MS. 

W»tA hosyn of maitt made of stett, 
Wett I-lastede wt'tA fyne sylke. 

His stede was whyte as ony mylke, 3864 
Armede In mayitt freshe and gaye 
Surely ynough for att assay. 

There above fresshe trappure 
Wett I-shape and of good mesure, 3868 
WttA golde wett bete at his devyse. 
This lorde hat was manly and wyse, 
Above sat freshly armede wett 
In an haubreke of good stett. 3872 
A-boute his nykc henge a shelde 
So bright of stett pat att J>e felde 
Was cnlamyde wttA >e brightnes. 

Hit was wett dight, as I gesse. 3876 
Uppon) his hede an helme gay 
Sure I-nowe at att maner assay. 

A-bove )x*t a shelde of stonys Ryche, 
Good )>ey hade ben for a chirche. 3880 
Above his harnes he hade a cote 3883 
Enbrowdede witA perle and wett I-frote, 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 


British Museum, MS. 


137 


Off hys wines fulle Rechely 

Wythe Rubyys and sauerys by and bye. 

Onne eche schulder off style a besgue, 

A swerde V' hadde fresche and newe 3888 

Abowte hym) gurde, bothe harde and longe, 

And [in] hys honde a spere fulle * stronge. 

And by hys sadet apon) hys areyone 

Hynge a g jyue thatt nye hande downe 3892 

To the gro .vnde the alffe toke; 

And Ioye onne hym hytt was to loko, 

As thojth the he then) thatt ylke daye. 

Off kynge Sornegour thus was the araye. 3896 

Onne the ffrenche seyde Partonope 
Onne horeebacke [ffreschely] y-armed sette bee, 

In hosen) of mayle shape rygfit weH,* 

I-lased wythe sylko wyth polcyns of stele.* 3900 

And hauberke he hadde of godc mesure, 

Myjthty and strong and off gode temp[er]urc, 

A Cote off armea he hadde above, 

Welle Enbrowderyd which* thatt liys loue 3904 

3889. or lange ? 

3890. or hande T MS. addt longe before stronge. 

3891. or opon T 

3899. MS. Froschely y-armed in hosen of mayle weH fyne. 

3900. MS. here adds clene. 3904. which] MS. for. 


He wears a 
battle-axe 
and a sword 
and holds a 
spear in his 
hand. 


Another 
sword Is 
fastened to 
the saddle. 


Partonope 
has a strong 
armour, 
helmet and 
shield, 


and a coat 
of arms 
ordained by 
his love, 
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Of armes done futt rychely 3885 
Wyth Ryhyes and Saphirea by and by. 
On) eche Shulder of steele a besagew, 

A Swerde he had fressh and new 3888 
A-boute hym gyrde, bothe long and 
brode, 

And in hys hand a Spere futt goode. 
And hys sadytt vpon the arsouii) 

Heiiff a gleyve that nyhaud doun) 3892 
To the grounde the helve toke ; 

And Iov hit was on) hym to loke. 3894 

O N the fref n>sh syae Partanope 3897 
On) horsbake armed syttyth he 
In hosyn of mayle shape ryght wele, 
Lased wvth Sylk wyth polayn) of steele. 
Hawbrek he had on) of goode mesure, 
Mighty and strong and of good tem- 
perure. 3902 

A coote of armes he had bove, 

Wele enbrowdyd wych * his love 3904 

8904. wycli) M8. wyth. 
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I Of armys don fait Rychly 

WitA Rubyes and sapheres by and by. 
On euery styde of stett he sawe 
A swerde he hade freshe and newe 3888 
About hym gyrde, both longe and 
brode, [* Utf 18 , back] 

And In his honde a spere futt good. 
And hi3 saditt vppon) his arson) 3891 
Hynge a gleve \>at nye hande downe 
To be grounde \>e helfe toke; 

Ana Ioye it was on hym to loke. 3894 

II On >e french syde Partonope 3897 
On hors-bakc armede syttyth he • 

In hosyn) of maitt made wett, 

I^asede of sylke of pdlyn stett. 3900 
Haubrcke he hade of good mesure, 
Mighty and stronge, ol good tempenire. 


A cote of armes he hade above, 

Wett embrowderde whiche his love 3904 
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bat only one 
•word, 


and a ipear 
In his hand. 


His steed is 

blsck. 


Partonope 
couches 
his spear, 
and smites 
Somegour 
on the shield 
»o violently 
that the 


Hadde ordeynyd afore yu) the beste manere; 

A beter be sayne was ther non) no-where. 

Hys helme was sette fulle off precyous stones. 

Hym-sylue was myjthty and begge of bonys. [Jptf 4®j 3908 
A-bowte hys necke enge hys schylde, " 

So fFreschely, hytte gladethe alle the fylde, 

Welle I-feteryd wyth plate and style, 

Syr wythte hys swerd, wyche was Ryjth welle 3912 
Wytli golde and pereH Reche be gone. 

Swerdes he ne hadde more butte one, 

Ne wepyn) were-onne he myjtht tryste, 

Saue a spere he hadde onne hys feste. 3916 

Otf axe ne Glayue made he no forse. 

As blacke as Cole thenne was hys horse, 

Thus ys the sothe, wyth-owten) lesse. 

He was welle y-armed to hys ese. 3920 

And ynne hys sadet he g&nne hym) dresse, 

And to hys Enmy e gan) to presse. 

Vnder hys arme hys spere he knste, 

Hys hors he prekyd feressly and faste. 3924 

Sornegowre he smote amydde the schylde 


Unit. Coll. MS. 

Had ordeyned a-fore in the best manere; 
A better be seen) was uo-where. 

His helme sette futt of Precious 
stones. 

Hym-selfe was myghty and bygge of 
bones. 3908 

1 Tryed his swerde was ryght wele, 

That was made of Iren and steele, 
Wyth pe and perle rychely be¬ 
gone. I 1 irat 2CJ 

Swerdes had he no moo but one, 

Ne wepyn where-in he myght tryst. 
Save a Speere he had in his fyst. 3916 
Of axe ne gleve made he no force. 

Blak as cole than was his hors. 

This ys the sothe wythouten lees. 

He was armed wele to his ese. 3920 
And in hys sadytt he gan) hym dresse, 
And to his enemy warde can preesse. 
Vndyr his arme hys spere he cast, 3923 
Hys hors he prvked fresshly and 
fast. 

Sornogour he hytt amydde the Sheelde 


Raid. MS. 

Hade ordeynede In >e beste manere ; 

A beter be sen was no-where. 

His helme futt of precious stonys. 
Hym-selfe myghty and byge of bonnys. 
A-boute his nyke hys shelde, 3909 
Wett couchide witA perle I-melede. 
Gyrde his swerde was right wett, 

That was made of Iron and stett, 8912 
WitA golde and perle rychely be-gon). 

Swerdes hade he no mo but on), 

Ne wepyn where-In he myght truste, 
Save a spere he hade In his fyste. 3916 
Of ax ne gleve made he no force. 

Blake as a coile J>en was his hors, 

This is )xj sothe, witA-out les. 

He was armede wett to his eyse. 3920 
In hhrsaditt he gan hym dresse, 

And to his enemy gan prese. 

Vnder his arme his spere he caste, 

His hors he prekede freshly and 
faste. 3924 

Somogoure he hit amede J» shelde 
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Wythe hys spere, alle men) be-hylde. 

Hys he! me twyched hys horse cropon).* 

Ne hadde [he] hym helde by the arson), 3928 

Fro hys sadet he hadde fallen) to grownde. 

Hytt apped hys stede was myjthty and sownde, 

And ellys men) myjthte saye wytfi-owten) fayle 
He hadde bene dedde for stuffe or mayle. 3932 

Sornegour smote hym) fersely agayne 
Wytfi hys spere, gretely ytte was sene, 

For fowle rased was hys schelde. 

And wyth thus Curse forthe yn) the fylde 3936 

Eche otf hem departed from) other. 

The ffrenche be-helde, and sucche anoder 

Corse onne horse-backe neuer afore 

They hadde sene, sethe they were bore. 3940 

Sornegour thatt felde bothe sore and smerte, 

Schowed wclle he lacked no herte. 

Hys horse he turned ynne agayne, 3943 

And schope hys Corse, Ioye ytte was to sene. [ie*f4«, back] 
He thojthte to quyte Partonope, 

Butte ho was ware as welle as hee. 


King'i hel¬ 
met touches 
the crupper 
of the horse. 


Sornegour 
returns the 
blow. 


In the next 

encounter 

Sornegour 

■trikes 

Partonope's 

shield, 


3927. MS. cropen. 
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Wyth his spere, alle men be-heelde. 
His helme towchid his hors cropoun). 
Ne had he holde hym by the areoun) 
Of his sadytt, he had falle to the 
grounde. 3929 

Than) Somogoure in that stounde 
Him feersly smote wytht his spere 
agayn), 

And thought hym to overthrow wyth 
mayne, 3934 

For foule arayed was his sheeldc. 

And wyth this Cours forth in the feelde 
Eyther of hem departed fro other. 

The frenssh sayde that suche a-nother 
Cours / on) horabak neuer a-fore 3939 
They had seen, syth they were bore. 
Sornogoure that felt bothe sore and 
smert, 3941 

Sheved wele that he lakkyd no hert. 
Hys hors he torned ayen, 

Andshope hys cours, Ioye was to seen. 

He thought to a-quite Partanope. 3945 
But he was ware as wele as he, 


Raxol. MS. 

WttA his spere, att men) behelde. 

His helme tochede his hors cropon. 

1 Ne hade he holde hym be t>e arson) 3928 
Of his saditt, he hade fatt to gronde. 

Then Sornogour In >at stounde [* tosf i») 
Hym freshly smote wi'tA his spere 
agayne, 3933 

Ana )>ought hym to ouer-throwe'witA 
mayne, 

For foule arrayde was his shflde. 

And w«tA his course In-to be felde 3936 
Ey)*r of hem departyde iro o per. 

Tne frenche seyde >at soych anojxr 
Course on hora-bake afore 3939 

They hade not sen, sen pey were bore. 
Soruogour felt bothe sore and smerte, 

Shewede wett >at her lakede no herte. 
His hors he tnrneae ayene, 

And shope his course, Ioye was to 
sene. 3944 

He J>olight to aquyte Partonope 
But he was ware as wett as he, 
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bat does not 
make him 
more in the 
aaddle. 


Both draw 

their 

sworda. 


8tunned by 
Partonope'a 
blows, 
8orne*our 
turns his 
horse aboat, 


He made hys Curse wythe-owten) lette. 
Amydde the lyystes euen) they mette. 
Sornegour hytte hym amydde the [s]chylde 
Wythe hys spere, thatt alle the fylde 
Dyneed off thatt grete stroke, 
llytt ferde as ther hadde [be] felde an) eoke. 
The spere was stronge and wolde not breke. 
Partonope was a myjthty freke, 

And luste nott the spere Escheue, 

Hytt made hym) not onys to remeue.* 

In hys sadett he sette fulle welle. 

Sornego ur thatt was bothe fers and felle, 
And eke yn) armes fulle welle y-leryd, 
Turned hys horse, and owte wyth hys swerd. 
There-ofE toke hede Partonope, 

And owte drowe hys swerde as welle as hee. 
Fereely anone to-gedyr they mette. 

Many a grete stroke there was smete. 

And ynne thus hurlynge Partonope 
Wythe hys swerde a stroke smote he 
Apou) kynge Sornegowr hys helme so* gaye, 


3056. MS. reneue. 


3967. MS. 


3948 


3952 


3956 


3960 


3964 
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And made his cours withoute lette. 
A-mydde the lyst a then they mette. 
Sornogonre hytte hym a-medde the 
Sheelde 3949 

Wyth his spere, that alle the feelde 
Demed veryly of that stroke 
1 That there had be ffalle a grete Ooke. 
The Spere was storng and wolde not 
breke. [i leaf 2«. back] 8953 

Partanope was a myghty frecke. 

In his Sadett stylle sate and wett. 3957 
Sornogour that was ferse and felle, 

And eke in armes futt wele y-lered, 
Turnyd hys horns, and oate wyth his 
swerde. 3960 

Therof toke hede goode Partanope, 

And wyth hys Swerde oute as wett as 
be. 

Fresshly a-none to-gvdyr they mette. 
Many a grete stroke there was sette. 
And in this hnrlyng Partanope 3965 
Wyth hys Swerde a stroke smote he 
Vpon) Sornogoure helme so gay, 


Rawl. MS. 

And made his conrs w»tA-out lete. 
Amyde >e lyst es J>ey mette. 3948 

8oniogoure hit hym amyde )*e shelde 

W»tA liis spere, )>at att J>e felde 
Demyde verryle J»at stroke 
That p tr hade bo fatt an oke. 3952 
The spere was stronge and will not 
breke. 

Partonope was a myghty freke, 

In his saditt stilt sat and wett. 8957 
Sornogour >at wasTers and fett, . 

And eke In armes wett I-lerede, 
Tnmyth his hors, and out w»tA his 
swerde. 3960 

There-of toke hede Partonope, 

And witA his swerde out as wett as he. 

Fryshly anone {>ev mete. 

Many a grete stroke Per J»ey sette. 3964 
And In [t]his hurlynge Partonope 
Wt'tA his swerde a stroke yafe he 
Vppon) Sornogour helme so gay, 
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So dyspetuusly, the kynge gan) affraye, ' 3968 

And stonyed there-wythe he was so gretelye, 

Thatt there-wyth hys horse fulle lyjthlye 
He turned fro Partonope. 

There-wythe ajenno the kynge smote hee 3972 

Wythe hys swerde, wyth alle hys myjthte. 

He was pwynte to haue made hym) lyjthte 
Owte of hys sadeH sodenlye. 

Butte as he helde hym) myjthtelye 3976 

By the here of hys stede-ys necke, 

Partonope sparythe nott, butte leyyth on) thycke. 

The kynge ynne hys arnes waxed alle hotte. 

Wyth hys spores hys stede he smote; [leafM] 3980 
And ynne thus wyse departed bee * 

Kynge Sornego ur and Partonope. 

They hadde bothe nede hym) to brethe. 

A whyle they Beste hem) on) thatt ethe. 3984 

A-monge the ffrenche was made a grate noyse. 

They seyde Partonope, the Erie of Bloyse, 

Hadde welle quytte hym) in thys fy^thte 3987 

A-gaynyste kynge Sornegonr, thatt worthy knyjthte. 
Onne the hethen) syde the Danes 

3981. bee] MS. hee. 


and it 

smitten 

again. 


The combat¬ 
ant* are 
obliged to 
take breath. 


Partonope is 
praised by 
mends and 
foes. 
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So spetuoely that he gan affray, 3968 
Ana stonytxi ther-wyth he was gretly. 
There-wyth hia hors futt lyghtly 
He turned froward Portanope. 

Than the kyng a-gayn) smote he. 3972 
And that wyth alle his niyght. 

He made hym welny to lygtlt 
Out* of his Sadytt futt sodenly, 

Bnt as he helde hym mvghtly 3976 

By the heere of hys steays nekk, 
Partanope Spared hym not, but layde 
on) thykk. 

The kyng in his armes wexyth hoote. 
Wyth his Spurres his stede he smote ; 
And in this wyse departed be 3981 

Kyng Sornogoure and Partanope. 

They had bothe ncde hem to a-brethe. 
A whyle they rest hem on) the hethe. 
Amonge the frensh was made grete 

noyse. 3985 

They sayde Partanope, Erie of Bloys, 
Hath wele quyte hym in this fyght 
Agayn) Sornogoure, that worthy knyght, 


Jiawl. MS. 

So spyttnoely Jwt In Jwt affray 3968 
A-stonyde Jxrr-witA he was gretly. 

1 There-wttA his hors futt lightly 
He turnyde frowarde Partonope. 

Then >e kynge agayne smote ne. 3972 
And Jwt wyth att his myght. [* it l», bk.] 
He made hym wett nye to light 
Out of his saditt futt sodenly. 

But as he helde hym myghtvly 3976 
Be )>e heres of hys stedes nyke, 
Partonope sparede, but lijrde on thyke. 

The kvnge In his harnes wax hote. 
WitA his spores his stede he smote ; 
And in ]>is wyse departyde be 8981 
Kynge Sornogour and Partonope. 

They hade nethe hem to brethe. 

A while )>ey rest* hem on )>e hethe. 3984 
A-monge pe french was grete noyse. 

They seyde Partonope, erle of Bloys, 
Hathe welt quyte hym In pis fiffht 8988 
Agayne Sornogour, Jwt worthy knyght. 
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They flgbfc 
again, 


and 

8ornegour 
umi hit 
longer 
sword. 


bat bears 
It too low, 


and pierces 
the skuII of 
Partonope's 
horse. 


A lowed gretely the Erie [of] Bloys, 

And seyde ynne annes he was ryjthte parfyte. 
Butte Somegour for sothe hadde grete dyspyte 
Off thus yonge Partonope. 

He tho^th welle quytte he schulde be. 

And ynne hys sadelle he ganne hym) dresse. 
He tho;thte, were hym-eylffe beter or worse,* 
He wolde asayle Partonope. 

[There-wyth his lenger awerd toke he.] 

Anone fifreschely bothe they mette. 

Ajid ther as Sornegour weute to haue smette 
Vnder the schelde Partonope, 

Off thatt stroke fulle fay led hee : 

The swerdes pwynte he bare to lowe. 

For euen) amydde the sadet-bowe 
Off hys swerde he smote the pomelle. 

Thys hethen) kynge thatt was so felle, 

Thojthte haue reuenen) throwe hys Corse. 

Off hym) he ffaylett and smote hys horse 
In-to the Brayne thorow the panne. 

[This blake steede there-wyth be-ganne] 

To staker, as he nede mutte falle. 


8996. worse] r very indistinct. 


3992 


3996 


4000 


4004 


4008 
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Bat Sornogoure, in his arraes futt 
parfyte, 

Had of Partanope grete dispete. 8992 
And in his sadett he gan hym dresse. 
He thought, falle hyt better or worse, 

1 He wold ones assayle Partanope. 8997 
Ther«-wyth his lenger swerd toke he. 
A-none feersly to-gedyr they mette ; 
And Surnagour wold haue Smette 4000 
Vndyr the Shelde Partanope. [HcafS7] 
Of that Stroke foule faylea he : 

The Swerdes poynt he bare so lowe, 
For even a-mydde the Sadytt bowe 4004 
Of his Swerd he Sette the pomett. 

The hethen kyng was so fett, 

And wold haue bore hym throw the 
Corse. 

Of hym he fayled, and Smotte the horse 
In-to the brayn) throght the panne,4009 
This blake steede there-wyth be-ganne 
To Staker,as he that nedvs muste falle. 


Rawl. MS. 

But Sornogour In armes futt parfytly* 

Hade of Partonope grete dysspyte. 3992 
In his saditt he gan) hym dresse. 

He ]K>ugbt, fatt it better ore worsse, 

He wolde onys assaitt Partonope. 3997 
Ther with his longe swerde toke he. 
A-none freshly to-geder >ey met, 

And Sornogoure wolde haue sinyte 4000 
On) J>e [sjchilde Partonope. 

Of J>at stroke foule faylede be : 

The swerdes poynt he bare so lowe. 

For evyn amyde J>e saditt bowe 4004 
Of his swerde he set >e pomett. 

The hethyn kynge )>at was so fett, 

He wolde a bore hym bonre )>e corse. 

Of hem he faylede and smote Jw horse 
In-to be brayne J>orwe >e panne. 4009 
The blake stale )>er-w»tA be-gan) 

To stagir, as he nedes moste fatt. 
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Partonope anone lyjthtely wyth-alle 4012 

Lepte ffro hys horse, bothe hole and sownde. 

Hys stede dyed, and felle to grownde. 

There my^the a man the ffrenche see 

Grete sorowe make for Partonope. 4016 

“ Mercy, lord Ihestts,” sayde hee, 

“Now saue myn) honor and my frynde, 

And suffere notte thus hethen) fynde 

Off thus batayle to haue the victorye, [leaf so. b*ckj 4020 

Thatt neuer here-nfter he hadde ynne memorye 

Thatt thy semantes dyscumfyte schulde be. 

O mysiaw[n]che thatt neuer dyd Jjo 

Plesauns, ne worchypp, ne seruyce. 4024 

Lord! lette thy wrathe nowe notte aryse 

For owre synnes, butte saue thy Ryjthte ! ” 

Partonope onne fote was redy to fyjthte. 

He Coverd hym knyjthtely vnder hys schelde, 4028 
Alle redy d[r]awe hys swerde he helde. 

Summe-wate aschamed was Partonope 
Thatt thus ly 3 thtely vnhorsed was hee. 

The danes onne the other syde 4032 

In [here] hert hadde grete pryde 
Off thus Chaunce thatt was be-falle, 

And wyth one voyse they seyden) alle 

Here lorde and here kynge Somego ur 4036 


Partonope 
leaps from 
the saddle, 
while the 
horse Calls 
to the 
ground and 
diea. 

The French 
are grieved, 
and the King 
preys Jesus 
to protect 
his friend. 


Partonope 
is ready 
to fight 
on foot. 


The Danes 
praise their 
King. 


4022. aeruantea] a like o. 


Untv. Coll. MS. 

Partanope a-lvgtit ther*-wyth-alle,4012 
Leepe from me hors both hole and 
Sownde. 

His awerd dyed, and fytt to grounde. 
The frenche kyng wytn grete dolor 
Prayde Jhcsu to sane his honours, 

And sayd : “ Lord God in trynyte ! 
Suffre not they seruaunt to scomfyte be 
Of this Cursyd hethen fynd. 

But lorde, saue my crysten frynd 
And of myn honor the ryght! " 
Partanope on fote to fyglit 4027 
He was redy couered vndyr Shelde, 
And knyghtly his swerd he heeld, 
ButSumwhat a-ahamed was Partanope 
That thus lyghtly vn-horsed was he. 


Haxol. MS. 

Partonope alight Anone witA-att, 4012 
Lepe fro his hors hole and aoundc. 

1 His stede dyede and fitt to grounde. 
The french kynge witA ^rete doloure 
Prayede Ihesu to save his honoure, 

And seyde : “ Lorde God In trenyte ! 
Suffer not py seruant scomfyte be 
Of pis coursede hethyn fende. [» leaf so] 
But lorde, save my crystyn frende 
And my honour* and right! M 
Partonope on foote to tight 4027 
He was redy, and couerde his shelde, 
And knyghtly his swerde he helde. 

But ashamede was Partonope 
That Jma lightly, vnhorsede was he. 4031 

4018. On margin added by a later hand: 
suffer not thy samant discomforted to be. 
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I 


Sornegour 
offer* peace 
upon condi¬ 
tion that the 
French King 
will do him 
homage. 


so that he 
may leave 
the country 
honourably. 


Off alle knyjthode yette bare the flowre, 

And wende for thus sory chaunce 

They hadde conqueryd the Realme of Fraunce. 

Onne horse-backe sette kynge Sornegour 4040 

As felle, as fers as eny bore; 

And 8 trey 3 thte he Rydythe to Partonope: 

“ My frynde,” he sayde, “ er thatt thatt yee 
Be dede, my wylle were on) thynge 
Thatt je schulde speke wytfc yowr’ kynge, 

And cownselle hym) to haue pes wyth me. 

And seye* so mereyabet wolle y be,* 

And seye hym) hys worchypp schalle y saue. 

Off hys gode kepe y none to haue, 

Butte thatt he wolle [holde] hys heretage 
Offe me, and ther-fore do me Omage, 

And be redy atte euery tyme 
Atto myn) comawndementt as onne of myne. 

To hys y schalle do, and eke to hym, 

So welle thatt he and alle hys kynne 
Schulde seye hys Omage ys welle y-sette, 

He my 3 thte ynne no wyse for hym) do bette. 

He schalle fryste be swore to me. 

To hym also swore wolle I be. [ie*f si] 

Off hym axe I no more A-vawntage, 4060 

But onely that he do me homage 
Here In thys place be-fore myn) oste, 

Thys ys to hym no ryghte grette coste. 

Thus I mene to saue myne honowre, 4064 

That no Iyer ne no gabbowre 

4047. seye] MS. seyde ; be] MS. me. 

After 1. 4058 follow catch-word: to hym also swore. On leaf 51, 
top, the first hand resumes. 


4044 


4048 


4052 


4056 


Unit. Coll. MS. 

On horse-bake sate kyng Somogoure 
As felt and feerse as ony bore ; 4041 

And streyght he rydeth to Partanope : 
“ Myn frend,” he sayd, “ or than that 
ye 

Be dede, my wytt were oo thyng 4044 
That ye Shnld speke wyth our kyng, 
And counsayle hym) to haue pese wyth 


Karol. MS. 

On horsbake sat kynge Somogoure 
As fell as fers as ony bore ; 4041 

And straight he rvdyth to Partonope. 
“My frende,” he seyde, “ore >at ye 

Be dede, my wilt were o thynge 4044 
That ye sbulde speke witA your kynge. 
And counsel! hym to haue pes w»tA me." 
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May say that I shulde chacet* be 
Shamfully owte of Jiys cuntre, 

And I mygbte no-fynge cowquere, 

Towne ne cyte, and Jms of my wen* 

Shulde make an) ende shamfully. 

Thys ys J>e cause why that I 
Desyre no more off alle hys goode.” 

Partonope fulle stylle stode 

And herde J>e keynge sey nil hys wylle. 

And thys wyse he spake hym tylle: 

“ Syr, yeflf )>e kynge of Fraunce shulde be 
Thys wyse homagere, then) mygftte weH ye 
Seyne ye had made a fayre .conqueste, 

And I had falsly my be-heste 
Performed in myne owne a-corde, 

Syth to fyghte for my lorde 
I swore, and eke to safe hys honowre. 

But of on) )>ynge, Snrnegowre, 

I am gladde, for yowre cruelte 
Ys turned fully to humylyte, 

For ye se me atte dysavawntage. 

I trowe ye haue loste yowre grette corage.” 
When) kynge Sumegowre herde pya scorne, 
Yeffe he were wodde or fett be-fome, 

Then) wex he feller then) euer he was, 

And prycked hys stede a futt grette pas; 

And vryth hys swerde fully was he 


145 

4068 

4072 

Partonope 
refuse* the 
propotaL 

4076 

4080 

4084 


4088 Inflamed 

with anger, 
Somegour 
pricks his 
liorse, 


4092 



Unix. Coll. MS. 

Tlian) answeryd good Partauope : 407, 
“ Yf the kyng of Fraunce ahuld be 
1 You re houiagere, than myght wett y 
Sey ye had made a fayre conquest, 

And falsely had I performyd my be 
h «t, [i leaf 27, bark.) 

I am redy to sane his honor. 408! 
But oo thyng, kyng Soruogour, 

I am gladde that your cruelte 
Ys now turned to hnmilite, 

For ye se me atte this auauntage. 

Y trow ye haue lost your Corage.” 

W Han Sornogour hen! this Scrone, 
He was woddyr than he was be- 
forne. 408S 

And wyth that word purposed was he 

PARTONOPE. 


Bawl. MS. 

Then answerde good Partonope : 4075 
“ Yef >e kynge of France shulde be 
Youre omagour, J>en myght he 
Sey ye hade made a fayre conqueste, 
And falsly had I parformyde my heste. 

I am redy to sane his hononre. 4082 
But o thynke, kynge Somogoure, 

I am glade J>at yonre crewente 
Ys nowe tumede to humylete, 

For ye se me at dyssavantage. 

I trowe ye haue loste your corage.” 
When Somogour herde )>is scomne, 4088 
He was wod er {>en he was beforne. 

And wttA >at worde porposede was he 
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and strikes 
at Parton¬ 
ope. 


Bat Par. 
ton ope 
swerves 
aside, and 
with a 

mighty 
stroke 
cleaves the 
head of 
8oroegonr*s 
horse. 


Horse and 
man tumble 
to the 
ground. 


The Danes 
are dis¬ 
mayed, the 
French re¬ 
joice. 


Somegour 


Porposed to stycke Partonope. 

Atte hym he smotte on) pe ryghte syde. 

Hys stroke hym jiojte not to a-byde, 

But to lyfte syde lyghtely leppe, 4096 

Where of hys stede ho toko grette kepe, 

And fownde welle hys hedde was bare. 

There hym to smyte wolde he not spare. 

So sore hys strocke ther he sette; (torsi, to*l 4100 
A-mydde the hedde )>e stede he smette, 

That hedde and necke |>orowe he cletfe, 

And wyth J>e dynt pe sadyH reffe. 

The stede felle vpon) Sumegowre, 4104 

Where-of grette parte of hys honowre 
He loste at pat ylke ffolle. 

Ne had he be delyuer wytA-alle, 

He had ben) ded wyth-owten) more. 4108 

Tliys falle hym gTeved wonder sore. 

The danys on) pe hethenne syde 
Hath loste a paj-celle of here pryde. 

The ffreushe a-uoti wyth alle here herte 4112 

Preyseden) Gode pat so gan) verte 
Wele and woo, ryghte as hym lyste. 

The kynge hym-selfe halpe at J>e beste, 

4113. w crossed out before verte. 


Univ. Coll. MS. 

Sharpely to amyte this Partanope. 4093 
At hym he smote on the rygftt syde ; 
Hia stroke he thought ahnld a-byde. 
But to the lyfte syde Partanope leep, 
And of his steede toke grete kepe, 4097 
That his hede was att bare. 

Therto smyte he wold not spare. 4099 
The hede throw-out he clefe, 

The steede of there he refe : 

Where-fore kyng Sornogour 4104 
Was in doute of his honor. 

And wyth fytt wyth-outeu more. 4108 
That fatt greved hym futt sore. 

Tho that were on the hethen syde, 
Haue lost a parcett of her syde. 

The frenche a-non wt'tA good hert 4112 
Thanked God that so gan) werk 
Wele and wo, ryght as hym lyst 
Sornogour than att in a myst 


Raid. MS. 

Sharply to amyte Partonope. 4093 

At hym he smote on >e right syde ; 

His stroko he fought shulde abyde. 

But to J>e lefte syde Partonope lepe, 

1 And of his stede toke grete kepe, 4097 
That his hede was att bare. [« leaf to, b.] 
Ther-io smyto lie wolde not spare. 4099 
The liede >orwe-ont he clele, 

The stede of his lyfe he retfe. 
Whcre-for kynge Somogoure 4101 

Was In doute of his honours, 

And >er-w*tA fitt witA-out more. 4108 
That fatt grevyde hym futt sore. 

Tho )>at were on >e hethyn syde, 

Haue loste a parcett of ^er pryde. 

The frenche anoue witA good herte 4112 
Thankede God hat so gan werke 
Wett and wo, right as hym lyste. 
Sornogour >eu In a myste 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 


British Museum MS. 


147 


And lygfite vp lyglitcly on) hys fette, 

As that poghte fully to mete 
Wylh hys enmy Partonope. 

For a grette [stroke] pen gaffe hym he 
Vppoh) the coniere of hys shylde. 

Hyt dynned ouer alle the fylde ; 

Stele ne mayle wolde hyt not holde. 

Tliys swerde was tempered, and wolde not folde. 
In the shylde hyt enteryd a ffote; 

And vnylh the poynte yet was hys cote 
Fowle I-raced, and eke I-rente. 

And xryth hope hondys pe kynge pen hente 
The swenie pat faste was yn) pe shylde. 

Many a man) thys case be-helde. 

He pullud so, hyt wolde not be. 

To hys horse-warde pen drowe hym he. 
Partonope gan) hym folow so faste, 

Hys porposc fay led that he had caste. 

For he po;tc, yeffe he had mon), 

To haue take a swerde pat by pe arsoft 
Off hys sadyH pen hynge. 

But Partonope so ferely gan) swyng 1 
After hym, and layde on) ff.iste, 


4116 aras.*- 


and gives bit 
adversary 
4120 »ueh a vio¬ 
lent blow on 
the shield, 


4124 


that the 
sword sticks 
in it, 


a l OC and he is not 
able to pull 
it out. 


4132 


He draws 
near to his 
dead steed, 
to take the 
sword that 
is hanging 
at the 
saddle. 


4136 

Hotly pur¬ 
sued by 
Pcrtonope, 


Univ. Cull. MS. 

Lepe vp lyghtly vp his feete,* 4116 
And thought fully for to mete 
Wytll his enemy Partanope. 

And a grete stroke than gafe hym he 
Vpon the corner of his slieeld. 4120 
Hit dennyd gretelv att the feld : 

Steele ne nerfe wold hit hold. 

The Swerde was herd, and wold not fold. 

‘In-to the Sheld hit entred a fote,4124 
And wyth the poynt Partano|>es Cote 
Was fonle rasya, and eke I-rent 
Than) Sornogours ganne to hent 
The Swerd that fast was In the sheld. 
Many a man this case be-helde. 4129 
He pulled sole, hit wold not be. 

Than to his his hors ward drew he. 
Hys purpose in that flenge 
To had the gleyve that be his sadytt 
heng. (i leaf 28 j 4136 

Put Partanope att in hast 
Foulowed hym feersly and fast, 

4116. MS. seete. 


Rawl. MS. 

Lepte vp lightly on his feete, 4116 
And pought fully for to mete 
With his enemy Partonope. 

A grete stroke pen gale he 

Vppon) pe corn er of his shelde. 4120 

Hit denyde gretly In pe felde ; 

Stett ne Irone wolde it non holde. 

The swerde was harde, and wolde not 
folde. 

In-to pe sliclde it entyrde a foots. 4124 
With pe poynte Partonopes cote 
Was foule rasede, and eke rente. 

Then Sornogoure gan to heute 
The swenie pat faste was In pe shelde. 
Many a man pis case be-helde. 4129 
He pulledc furtlie, it wolde not be. 
Then to his hors drewe he. 

His porpose was In pat fleynge 
To haue pe glayue pat by his saditt 
hynge. 4136 

But Partonope att In haste 
Foliowide hym fersly and faste, 

L 2 
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he stumbles 
over the 
horse. But 
he catches 
his axe, and 
starts 
lightly up. 


They pause 
again, spent 
of breath. 


Pertonop© is 
hampered 
by the 
sword that 
is sticking 
in bis 
shield. 


The on¬ 
lookers wit¬ 
ness a terri¬ 
ble fight 
between two 
worthy 
knighu. 


And on) hym so ferely gan) lasts 

That on) hys horse he stombelde and felle. 4140 

And Jjer-wytA he happed to take hys by li e, 

The wycfie some men) do a gleyue calle. Hear 52] 
A-shamed he ■was of J>ys grette falle, 

And ther-wytA lyghtely vppon) hys fette 4144 

Ho lepe, and )>ogtte he wolde mete 
Wyth hys Enemy Partonope. 

But so hyt happed £at both he 

For wery of fyghte nedyd of breth ; 4148 

And bothe a-reste hem on) )>e hethe. 

Partonope had grette encombrawnce 

Off SornegouT ys swerde, )>at fowle myschawnce, 

The wyche henge so faste in hys shylde, 4152 

He myghte not lyghtely hym be-welde. 

And pat sawe welle kynge Somegowre, 

And ferely, as he had ben) a bore, 

Leyethe* on) hys Enemy wytA hys gleyve. 4156 

Partonope faste J>e strokes doJ>e weyfe. 

Thus they ley ofl alle |>e day, 

pat alle men), that hyt be-helde and say, 

Sayde J»at perylouse was pys batayle, 4160 

So ferely eche other dothe sayle. 

4156. Leyethe] MS. Lyghtely. 


Univ. Coil. MS. 

And gafe hym strokes many. 

Ytt his hors he came ny, 

Where he had a grete fait. 

And yit there wyth hast and hylle 
His gleyve he Caught full smert, 

And on his feete vp he stert, 

Thenkyng he wold meete wyth Parta- 
nope, 4146 

But so hit happyd that they both be 
So wery of fygnt / hit neded to breth ; 
And both they rested him on the heth. 
Partanope had grete en-Comberaunce 
Of the Swerd, that foule mysehaunce. 
Which henge so fast in his sheld, 4152 
That he myght lyghtly hym weld. 

And that seeth wele Sornogour, 

And feerely, as hit were a bore, 

Leeth on hym wyth hys gleyve. 4156 
Myghty strokes he gan the weyfe. 
Rygnt perlous was this Batayle, 4160 
So feersly eche other dyd aasayle, 


Raxol. MS. 

And gafe hym strokes manye. 

Yet his hors he come nye, 

Where he hade a grete fall. 

And yet per with haste and alt 
1 His gleyve he caught smerte, 

And on his feete vpe he sterte, 4145 
ThynkyDge he wolde mete Partonope. 

[> leaf 2 i.] 

Bnt so it happede pat pey botlie be 
So werye of fight, it nedyth to brethe ; 
And bothe pey reste on j>e hethe. 
Partonope hade grete encombmunco 
Of swerde, pat foule mysehaunce, 
Whiche henge so fnste In his shelde, 
That he myght lightly hym welde.4153 
And pat sethe welt Sornogoure, 

And fersly, as it were a bore, 

Lightly on hym witA his gleyue. 4156 
Mighty strokes he gan to weyfe. 

Right rxrrlus was pis bataitt,’ 4160 
So fersly iche oper dyde assaitt. 
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They sayde bope were rygfcte worthy 
Knyghtes, and in batayle niyghty. 

Sturdy, delyuer, and also stronge. 

The day was per-to bope hot and longe. 

A-tferde were ofl-wliat pe hepenne, 

And faste to Gode prayde )>e Crysten). 

To Marys pe Erie a-geyne turne I, 

That welle ys warre, and wotte surely 
Howe Sumegowre, hys lorde and eke pe kyngc, 
Hutyth hym dedely a-bofe att pynge. 

He be-pynketft faste how pat he 
To hys lorde mygfite make hys gre. 

In peryle he pynketh he syth hys lorde. 

Hys retenewe pat byn) of hys a-corde, 

To hym priuely he dud hem calle. 

“Syris," he seyeth, “ wytteth well© alle, 

Iii grette drede stondyth owre kynge. 

I telle yowe trowpe of oil) pynge: 

Owte of pys fylde to passe on) lyfe 
He ys not lyckely; per-fore as blyve 
In preuey wyse do Arme yowe. 

For att pys worlde ne wolde I nowe 


41G4 


4168 


4172 


4176 


4180 


[leaf 52, back] 


4174. pynkth crossed out before Pynketli. 
4183. >ys] MS. possibly >e. 


Seeing the 
King's dan. 
ger, Marea 
betbinka 
himself how 
he ma j be 
restored to 
his inaster*§ 
favour. 


He com¬ 
mands his 
retinue to 
arm them¬ 
selves se¬ 
cretly, and 
to make 
their way 
through the 
multitude, 
to the rescue 
of their lord. 


Unit. Coll. MS. 

Men seyd they were ryght wrothee 
Knyghte*, fait com geo ns and niyghty, 
Sturdy, delyver, and ther-to strong. 
The day was whote and longe. 4165 
A-ferd som-what were att the hethen, 
And fast to God prayd the Crysthen. 
To Marres, the erle, a-yen turn) I, 4168 
*Tbat wele liis ware, and wote truly 
How Sornogour, his owne kyng, 

Hated hym dedely a-bove att thyng. 

He tlienkeih fast how that he 4172 
To his lord myght make his gre. 

In pcrett now heseeth his lord.PisafSB.bsck) 
He retcnewed that bene of his a-cord, 
To hym prevyly he dyd catt. 4176 
“Syres, he sayde, “ye wote wele att 
In grete drede stondeth our kyog. 

I telle vow trouth of oo thing : 

Oute of this feld to passe onlyve 4180 
He ys not lykly ; ther-for as blyve 
hi pryve wyse goo aud arme yow. 

For att this world ne wold I now 


Rawl. MS. 

Men seyde pey were right worthyle 
Knyghtca. futtcoragus and niyghty, 
Stordy, delyner, and pcrto stronge. 
The day was hote and longe. 4165 
Aferde som-what were pe hethyn), 

And faste to God prayede pe crystyn). 
IF To M&rras, \>e erle, ayen tnrne I, 4168 
That wett is ware, and wot truly 
Howe Sornogour, his owne kynge, 
Hatyde hym dcdly above att thynge. 
He thynketli faste howe pat he 4172 
To his lorde myght make Iris gre. 

In pcrett nowe he scyth his lorde. 

His retenewe pat [ben] of his acorde 
To hym prevyle dyde he catt. 4176 
“ Stria," heseyde, “ ye wot wett att 
In grete drede stondyth ours kynge. 

I tell you trewly of o thynge : 

Out of pis felde to passe on lyre 4180 
He is not lykly ; J>cr-for as blyve 
1 li \rrrre wyse goo and arme you. 

For att pi s worlde ne wolde 1 nowe 
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8oon three 
thousand 
men gather 
round 

Mares. 


A-ffore rayne eyne to se hym dye. 

Yowe to armes faste pat ye hye. 

Dotfce on) faste yowre habyriownys; 

A-boffe caste on) yowre gownes, 

And wytA yowre swerdes gyrde yowe faste, 

And loke J>orowte J>e presse ye pruste, 

That ben) on)-armed and naked men), 

And presytli forthe tyH pat ye befi 
[Thorugb the meynee and nygh your kyng.] 

And sparythe not for no-J»ynge 
Yowre lege lorde for to rescowe. 

For I make Gode a vowe : 

I had leuer be for-swome 
Then) I shulde se me by-fome 
My lege lorde J>e kynge dye.” 

My auctor seythe yet ho dud lye, 

For hj/s menynge was alle fals-hedde. 

But forthe arnon), wytA-owte drede, 

HJ. thowsande, wytA-owten) novso or crye, 

Off J>e knyghtes were armed, and faste bye 
Here masters they houe,* Erie Marys, 

Redy to fruste Jxwowte J>e prese. 

4196. MS. swerne! 4204. houe] MS. haue. 


4184 


4188 


4192 


4196 


4200 


4204 
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A-fore myn eyn see hym dye. 4184 

Yow to armes fast ve hye. 

Do on fast your habergenos. 

And a-bove cast on yours gownes, 

And wyth your Swerdys gyrde yow fast. 
And loke throw the prees ye treat, 4189 
That be vn-arroed and naked men, 

And preseth forth ty tt that ye been 
Thorugh the meynee and nygh your 
kyng. 4192 

And spare not for no-thyng 
Your lyege lord for to rescowe. 

I had lever now be for-sworn) 4196 

Than to see hym dye me fora." 

Yit myne auctor seeth vervly 
Hit was not but a fayned lye. 

For his meanyng was falsebede. 4200 
But forth a-non, wyth-outen drede, 
Thre thousand wyth-onten more Crye 
Of knyghtes were armed, and fast by 
Her mayster, Erie Mares, they hove, 
Redy the prese to threat throw. 4205 


Bawl. MS. 

A-fore myne eyen se hym dye. 4184 
You to haraes faste ye hye. [ir. tl.bk.) 
Do on faste ynure habirgons, 

And above caste on youre gownes, 

And witA youre swerdes gyrde you faste, 
And loke borwc be prese ye tliryste. 
That be vnarmeae and nakede men), 
And presyth furth tilt yat ye ben) 
Thorwe >e meyne and nygh youre 
kynge. 4192 

And spare not for nothynge 
Youre lyege lorde to rescowe. 

For to J>e grete God I make a vowe : 

I hade leuer be for-sworne 4196 

Then se hym dye me be-fome.” 

Yet myne autor seyth wyttsrly 
Hit was not but a frynede ly. 

For his meny(n]ge was falsehede. 4200 
But furthe anone, wttA-out drede, 

Thre )>ousonde, witA-out more crye, 

Of knyghtes were arrayde hastely 4203 
Here maistcr, erle Marras, >ey ho we, 
Redy to prese and threste >orwe. 
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STronge ys the batelle and perelowse, [leaf m, i. ssj 

To be-holde futt dolorowse. 

Prowde men) of armys ben) they bothe, 4208 

To geffe byt vp lygbtely they ben) fulle lotbe. 

Frome morowe lasted )>ys stronge batayle, 

Tylle the sonne wytA-owten) ffayle 

Gan) drawe fnlle lowe in to the weste. 4212 

Thowe shuldyste haue [sene] )>en) lytelle reste 
Be-twyn) thes ffyghters, they ben) so rothe, 

They peyne hem-selfe fferely to fyghte bothe. 

They sawe the day gan) faste ffayle, [leafM, bnrkj 4216 

And eche of hem of pys batayle 

The victory wolde haue yeff )>at he myghte. 

Ther-fore fferely nowe gan> they ffygtite. 

Ryghte Bothe they were, not yet for J»en) 4220 

Vn-syttynge wordes shulde no man) 

Haue herde be-twyn) hem in no wyse. 

Butte )>ys batayle forthe to deuyse 

I wolle atte pys tyme hye me. 4224 

Fulle fferely ys nowe Partonope 

A-sayled of the kynge Sornegowre 

That wodo ys as a wylde bore. 

Jjys kynge hys gyshame halte in honde, 4228 

To ale hys enemy nowe woH he fownde. 

From 4206-4415 severed passages have become confused in MS. 
After 4205 . . . prese MS. continues: Partonope . . . sterte, etc. 
which will be found 11. 4266 ff. 


At innset 
the combat 
la not yet 
finished. 


Each is 
fiercely 
bent on the 
victory; 


yet no Im- 

EJSVtf. word 
la spoken. 


Univ. Coll. MS. 

OTronge ys the bataytt, and perlous 
^ To be-hold. and futt dolourous. 
1 Prowde men of arme* been they bothe, 
To gyff hit vp lyghtly they be ryght 
lothe. [i leaf 29] 4209 

Fro morow lastyd this grete batayle, 
Th morow wythouten fayle 
Oanne drawe lowe in-to the west 4212 
Men myght sc then lytytt rest 
Betweru these fyghters so wrothe ; 

They peyned freshly to fyght bothe. 
Ther-fore the day ganne fast fayle, 4216 
And eche of hem of his batayle 
The victory wolde haue yf he myght 
Ther-fore fresshly they gyn) to fyght. 
Fntt fecrsly now and ryght sore 4225 
Is Partanope assaylyd of Sornogoure. 


Rawl. MS. 

IF Stronge is )>e hataitt, and perlus 
To be-holde, and wett dolorns. 

Prowde men) of armes hey be bothe, 

To gyfe it vp lightly >ey be lothe. 

For morwe lestede J>is grete bataitt, 
Titt )>e son witli-ont faitt 
Gane drawe lowe In-to h« weste. 4212 
Men myght se hen lvtitt reste 
Be-twene hese knyghtea wrothe ; 

They paynede hem to fight bothe. 

Ther he day gan) faste faitt, 4216 
And iche of hem hade his bataitt 
The victorye wolde haue yef he myght. 
Ther-fore freshly hey gon fight 
Freshly nowe and right sore 4225 
Ys Pnrtonope assaillede of Somogour. 
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With his AXe 
Bomegoar 
de*U A 
blow on 
Purtonopo’t 
helm, 


And neerl j 
beers hiiu 
down. 


But Psr- 
tonope's re¬ 
turn stroke 
breaks the 
King's helm, 
and throws 
it to the 
oarth. 




A delefulle stroke he [leet] Jx-n) ffle 
Wyth hys gyshame to Partouope, 

And wytA hys shylde he dude hyt wefe. 
But wyt/i J>e becke yet of hys gleve 
A-pon) the helme so fersly he smotte 
OfE Partonope, )»at he ne wotte 
Where he was wysely in J>at stonde. 

For wytA that stroke ryghte to J>e grownde 
Partonope hadde a poynte to ffalle. 

Hys helme was bent In grettely wytA-alle. 
Jfe had liyt welle I-tempered be, 

A lie to pecys hyt shulde haue be. 

WytA thys strocke Partonope 
A-stonyed was, butte yette lette lie 
To J>e kynge a stroke so l'erely ffle 
WytA hys 8werde, and ryghte [an] h[y]e 
Vppon) hys helme he hym smette, 

That a-non) wytA-owte lette 
Hys cover brake and alle pe tyinge 
OfE hys helme, and [hyt] gan) fflynge. 
Frome hys hedde in-to the fFylde. 

Crysten) and hethen) Jxjt hyt be-hylde, 
Sayden): “Thys ys a perlous ffyghte." 
Thys hethen) kynge, )>ys worthy knyghte, 


4232 


4236 


4240 


4244 


4248 


4252 


Unit. Coll. MS. 

A grete stroke he leete then) flee 4230 
W yth his gleyve to l’artanope. 

And wyth hys Sheelde hedyd hit weyve. 
But wyth the Beke yet of his gleve 
Vpon) his helme so fresshly he smote. 

Where he was in that stounde, 4236 
For he had welny falle to the grounde. 
And notwyths-tondyDg/that Partanope 
A-stonyed was ; yett leete he 4243 
To the kyng a stroke so fresshly flye 
Wyth hys Swerde, and ryght an) hye 
Vpon) hys helme he hym) smete. 

That [an]on) wyth-outcn) lette 
His cower hrak and alle thyng 4248 
Of his helme, and hit gan) fl vug 
From) hys hede in-to the feelde. 
Crysten) and hethen that be-heelde, 4251 
Theysayde : “Thisys a perilous fyght. ” 
This hethen kyng, this worthy kuyght, 


Bawl. MS. . 

A grete stroke he let Jwn flee 4280 
W*tA his gleyve J»en Partonope. 

Vppon) his helme freshly he smote,4234 
That Partonope not wctt wote 
Where he was In Jwt stounde, 4236 
For he hade nye fatt to grounde. 
Not-wvthstondynge Jwt Partonope 
Astonyde was, yet let he 
To )>e kynge a stroke let flee 4244 
WitA his swerde, and right an hye 
1 Vppon) his helme he hym smote, 
That auonc witA-out lette [i if. 22 .j 
His Cowere brake and tyuge 4248 
Of his helme, and it gan Hynge 
Fro his hede In-to J>e felde. 

Crystyn and bethyn >at be-helde, 
Theyseyde: “JJisisaperlusfight.”4252 
This hethyn kynge, )>is worthy knyght, 
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For alle hys helms a-basshyd bym) noghte, 
Butte aH-wey fferely hys enemy soghte, 
And vryth hys gysharne atte hym lette ffle. 
And wytA hys shylde Partonope 
Welle hym defendyth as he myghte. 

Butte )>e gysharne so sore a-lyghte, 

The strocke ronge ou*r alle the ffylde. 

In-to the myddys hyt cleffe the shylde, 
And ther-In stake so sore and faste. 

The kynge to hym hyt pullyth in haste. 

He pullyth so fersly that on) hys kne 
To grownde gothe Partonope. 

Partonope lyghtely a-non) vp sterte. 
A-shamed he was and wrothc in herte 
That at )>e erthe he had so be. 

Wyth hys swerde J>en) lette he fle 
To hys enemy so grette a stroke, 

Hyt semed \>ai ther had falle a wocke. 

The kynge hys stroke warly be liulde, 

And reseyued hyt vppon) hys shylde. 


4256 

[loaf 54) 


4260 


4264 

[leaf 52 bk., 1. 24] 

4268 


4272 


Nothing 
daunted, 
8omegour 
luakea his 
assault. He 
half cleaves 
tlie shield of 
his enemy, 


and in pull- 
ing out the 
axe, brings 
him down on 
his knees. 

Partonope 
starts up 
ashamed. 


His sword 
ruts 8ome- 
gour’s 
shield, 
but sticks 
in It. 


After 4265 . . . Partonope MS. continues: He pulled . . . hadde, 
see 11. 4356 ff. 


Univ. Coll. MS. 

Forallehiahelraea-basahedhym)nought, 
But alle-wey feersly his enemy sought, 
And wyth his Gesarne at hym) Teete 
flee. 4256 

And wyth his 8heelde Partanope 
Wele hym defendyd as he myght. 

*But the Gesarne so sore a-lyght, 

The stroke rong oner alle the feelde. 4260 
In-to the myddys he claffe his Sheelde, 
And therm 9take so sore and fast. 

The kyng to hym hyt pulled fast. 4263 
He pulled so feersly that on) his kne 

To the grouude than goyth Partanope. 
He a-none lyghtly tho vp stert. 4266 
Ashamed ana wrothe he was in hert 
That at erthe he had so be. [ l leaf 29, back) 
Wyth his swerde than) lcte he flee 
To his enemy so grete a stroke, 

As thogh ther had falle an Oke. 4271 
The kyng hys stroke warly be-helde, 
And resseyved hyt vpon) his Sheelde. 


Ilaicl. MS. 

For att his helme he basshede nought, 
But att-wey freshly his enemy sought, 
Aud witA his gyssarne at hym let 
He. 4256 

And witA his shelde Partonope 
Weft hym) defendyde as he myght, 

But pe gyssarne so sore light, 

The stroke ronge oner att pe felde. 4260 
In-to pe myddes he clefte his shelde, 
And per- In stekede sore and faste. 
Then to hym he pullede In haste. 

He pullede so freshly pat on his 
knees 4264 

To ffrounde pen went Partonope. 

He Tightly }>en vp sterte. 

A-shamyde and wrothe he was In herte 
That at erthe he hade so be. 4268 
WitA his swerde pen let he fle 
To his enemy so grete a stroke, 

As >ough per hade fatt an oke. 4271 
The kynge his stroke warly be-helde, 
And reseyuede it vppon his shelde. 
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The King 
throw* away 
the shield, 
and thus 
prevent* 
Partonop* 
from wield¬ 
ing hi* 
•word. 


Forced to 
retreat, 
Partonope 
oovere him¬ 
self with hi* 
shield 
against 
8**rnegonr a s 
axe. 


The shylde was sure, but not for pan) 

In-to pe myddes pe swerde Ran). 

The swerde was stronge and wolde not breke, 
)>orowe pe shylde a fote he steke. 

The kynge aspyed pe swerde was faste 
In hys shylde, and in grette haste 
He vndothe pe gyrdeH of hys shylde, 

And frome hym keste hyt in pe fylde. 

W yth pys crafte ys Partonope 
Grcttely encomberyd ; nowe may not he 
Wyth hys swerde hym-saelfe be-welde, [leaf m] 
For on) the poynte faste cleuythe pe shylde. 
PArtonope stonte nowe in grette fere. 

The kynge wolle geffe hym no leysere 
To drawe hys swerde owte of pe shylde, 

But chassyth hym fersly owte of pe ffylde. 

In botho hys armes he halte hys gysharne, 

And leyethe on) faste, and dothe moche harme 
To tliys yonge Partonope. 

But vnjih hys shylde weH couereth hym he. 


4276 


4280 


4284 


4288 


4292 


Univ. Coll. MS. 

The Sheelde was sure, but noght for 
thanne 

In-to the myddes the Swerde ranne. 
The swerde was strong, and not to- 
brake. 4276 

Thorow the Sheelde a foote hit stake. 
The kyng aspyed the Swerde was fast 
In hys Sheelde, and tho in grete hast 
He vndede the gy[r]te of hys Sheelde, 
And fro hym cast hit in-to the feelde. 
Wyth thys crafte now ys Partanope 4282 
Gretly eucomberd ; now may not he 
Wyth hys swerde hym-self be-welde, 
For on) the poynt chevith the Sheelde. 
T)Artanope stount now in grete feere. 

The kyng wole gyffe hym no leyser 
To drawe hys swerde oute of his Sheelde, 
But chaseih hym feersly a-boute the 
feelde. 4289 

In bothe his handes he holdyth hys 
gesarne, 

And laythe on) fast, and dothe harme 
To this yonge kuyght Partanope. 4292 
But wyth his Sheelde wele couered 
hvra he. 


Rau:l. MS. 

The shelde was sure, but not for pen 

In-to pe myddes pe swerde rane. 

This swerde was stronge and not to- 
brake,* [leaTM.Uck] 4276 

Thorwe pe shelde a foote it stake. 

The kynge aspyede pe swerde was faste 
In his shelde, and In grete haste 
He vndyde pe gyrde of his shelde, 4280 
And from hym caste it In-to pe felde. 
WitA pis crafte is now Partonope 
Gretly encom bride ; nowe may not he 
W»tA his swerde hym-selfe welde, 4284 
For on pe poynte cleuyth his shelde. 

11 Partonope stont In grete fere 
The kynge wilt gyffe hym no leysere 
To drawe his swerde out of his shelde, 
But chaseth hym aboute pe felde. 4289 

In bothe his hondes he holdyth pe 
gyssarne, 

And leyth on faste, and doth harme 
To pis yonge knyght Partonope. 4292 
But wt'tA his shelao couerde hym he. 

4278. After to tome illegible letter !; brake] 
ke indistinct. 
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And as they were thus in stryvynge. 

He toke hede where a feyre swerde hynge 
A-pon) pe kynges ded stede. 

Hys swerde he lefte, and thyder he yede, 
And Sornegowre swerde fro J>e Arson) rafte, 
There as he hyngynge had hyt lafte. 

Grette a-venturo and grette dystresse 
A man) myghte se per and grette provesse 
Be-twyn) thes two worthy men). 

The batayle ys fulle perlowse be-twyn) hem, 
And ro«*velowse to be-holde per- to, 

For ofte tyme hj/t stode So 

The twonne hath pe better a man) wolle deme, 

And sodenly, or thowe wolste wene, 

He liathe the worse, wyt/i-owtew nay. 

Thus fortune alle the longe day 
Turnyth* hur on)-8tydfa8te whele, 

That non) of hem no whyJe ys welle. 

Hyt to be-holde ys a mervelowse syghte. 

The day passyth, and on) comyth the nyghte. 

4310. Turnyth] MS. Thorow. 


He see* the 
sword that 

4296 hamra at the 
middle of 
8orneponr'a 
dead steed. 
He drops l»ia 
own, and 
seizes the 
, _ _ _ other 

4300 weapon. 


4304 

The iasoe of 
the combat 
is uncertain. 


4308 


4312 

Night is 
coming on. 


Univ. Coll. MS. 

And as they were thus in strynvyng, 
He toke hede where a Swerde hyng 
Vpon the kingis dede stede. 4296 
Hys Swerde he lefte, and thyder he 
yede ; [i leaf 80 ] 

’Snmogoure Swerde for the arson reft, 
Ther as he hanging had hyt lefte. 

Grete aventnre of grete dystresse 4300 
A roan myght se there and professe 
Be-twen these two soworthi men. 

The batayles ys perylous now hem 
be-twen), 

And Marvaylous to be-holde therto. 

For ofte tyme tmly hit stont *o 4305 
The tone hath the better, a man wolde 
deroe. 

And sodenly, or tow woldest wene, 

He hath the worse, wvthouten) nay. 
Thus ffortune alle the long day 4309 
Tnrneth hyr vnstedfast whele, 

That none of hem ys no whyle wele. 
Hyt to be-holde ys a roervayle 
eyght. 4312 

The day passyth on), fast on) corny th 
the nygnt. 


Rawl. MS. 

As )>ey were >us In st[r]yny[n]ge t 
He toke hede where a swerde hynge 
Vppon >e kynges dede stede. 4296 
His swerde he lefte, and J*re he yede, 

Somogour swerde fro )» arson he refte, 
Ther as he it hade it lefte. 

Grete aventure of grete dysstres 4300 

Be-twene >is ij worthy men). 

The bataitt is j*rlus be-twene hem, 

And mcrvelus [to] be-holde perto. 4304 
For ofte tyme truly it stonte so 
The tone hathe better, and none wilt 
deme, 

And Bo-denly ore )>ou woldeste wene. 
He hathe tho worse witA-out nay. 4308 
Thus fortune att pe longe day 
Turnyth hem vnstedfaste whyle, 

That none of hem is nowe while. 

To be-holde it is mervelus sight. 4312 

The day passeth, on comyth pe nyght. 
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The sword 
breaks o»T 
against the 
axe. 


The Danes 
are glad, the 
French 
heavy at 
heart. 


Iii lx>t&e hondys lioldeth tlife hethyn) kynge 
Fulle fersly hys gysharne and dredytfc no-^ynge. 

On) the other syde Partonope [iwf m. bk. i 27] 4316 

Hys swerde in hande alle naked halte he, 

Redy to ffyghte in the ffylde. 

Kynge Sornegowre ha)»e ney]>er helrae ne sliylde. 

Fortune liathe hym thus a-Rayed, 4320 

Hys oste )>er-off ys grettely dysmayed. 

NO we comyth Partonope to assayle 
)5ys he)»yn) kynge, and woH not ffayle, 

Yeffe he may, to haue hys hedde. 4324 

The kynge hym hyethe a fulle grette spede 
To hym warde, and off )>e strokes ys warre, 

And wyt/i hys gysharne a-way hyt bare. 

Bothe fferely to-geder they smette, 4328 

And so hyt happenyd here wepenys mette. ne*fw] 
Partonoj>e had there a grette liarme : 

Hys swerde he smotte a-geyne the gysharne. 

Be the hylte hit brake, and alle to-flye. 4332 

The danys were gladde when they hyt seye, 

For swerdeles was Partonope. 

After 4815 . . . f>ynge MS. continues . strongo . . . perclowse, 
see 11. 4204 If. 


Univ. Coll. MS. 

Id bothe handys holdyth )>e kyng 
Hys Gesarne feersly, ana drede no¬ 
thing. 

On) the tother syde this Partanope 4816 
Hys Swerde naked eke holdeth he, 
Redy to fyght in the same feelde. 

Tiie kyng hath neyther helme ' ne 
Shelde. 

Ow cometh Partanope for to assoyle 
This kyng, and wylle not fayle, 

Yf he now, to haue his hede. 4324 
The kyng hym hyed a full grete spede 
To hym warde, and of the stroke ys 
ware. 

And wyth his Gesarne away he bare. 
Bothe feersly to-gydyr they smette, 4328 
And atte last her wepyr.s mette. 
Partanope had there a grete harme : 
Hys swerde he smoth in the gesarne. 

By the hilt hit brake in that fyght. 4332 

The hethen were glade tosethatsyght. 
And Swerdles than ys Partanope. 


Rawl. MS. 

In bothe honde* he holdyth J>e kynge, 
His gyssarne freshly, and drede no- 
thynge. [i karts.) 

] In pe to per syde pis Partonope 4316 
His swerde nakede holdyth he, 

Redy to fight In be felde. 

The kynge hatha neyj ter helme ne 
shelde. 

H Nowe comyth Partonope to assaitt 
This kynge, and witt not faitt, 

Yef he may, to haue his hede. 4324 

The kynge hyede a grete spede 
To hym, and of his stroke is ware. 

And witA his gyssarne awey it bare. 
Bothe freshly togeder smete, 4328 

And at pe laste per wepens mete. 
Partonope had per grete harme : 

His swerde he smote In )>e gyssarne, 

Be )» hilt it brake In the gyssarne witA 
fight 4332 

The hethyn were glade to se )xit sight 
Swerdeles J»en is Partonope. 
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"When the ffrensfce men) pat dyd se, 

Grette sorowc in hertya they hadde ; 

And namely the kynge grette so row made, 
And prayed Gode wyt/i alle hya myghte 
To safe Partonope and eke hya ryghte. 
Wythe-owte wepyn* ya Partonope. 

That 8werde y8 broke, pe toper tweyne be 
Snarled in pe sbylde8 ffaste. 

Whntte dothe Partonope butte in grette haste 
Lepte to J)e kynge wyt^-owten lette, 

And on) the gyaharne bothe hondya sette, 

And Jioghte hyt fro pe kynge to pulle. 

The kynge defendythe [hyt] atte J>e fulle. 
And thus they wrastelle and atreyve sore, 
Tylle atte pe laste, whatte wolle ye more 1 
The Erie of hym pe gyaharne wanne. 

The kynge sey pat, and faste Panne 
To the swerde, alle men) be-helde, 

There as hit stake faste in pe shylde. 

Vppon) pe shylde he sette hys felte, 

4340. wepyn] MS. shylde. 


4336 


4340 


Partonope 
rushes on 
the Ktnjr, 
takes hold of 
the sxe, and 
eventually 
wrenches it 
from him. 


4348 



4352 


Somegour 
then run* to 
the (word 
that ia 
atlckmg in 
hla ahielri. 


Univ. Coll. MS. 


Ratal. MS. 


When the frenchmen that did see, 4335 


And prayed God wytti alle hys myght 
*To sane Partanope and his ryght. 

W Ith-outen) wepyn ys now Par¬ 
tanope. 4340 

Hys swerde is broken, the other tweyn) 
be (i leaf 80, back] 

Snarled in the Sheeldes ryghg fast. 
What dothe he than but in grete hast 
Leej>e to the kyng wythouten 
lette, 4344 

And on the gesarne bothe handes sette, 
And thought hyt fro the kyng to pulle. 
But he defended hit than at futt. 

And thus they warsteled and stryvid 
sore, 4348 

Tylle at the last, what wole he more ? 
The Erie of hym the gesarne wanne. 
The kyng seeth that, and fast ranne 
To the swerde, alle men tho be- 
heclde. 4352 

There hyt stake fast in the sheelde. 
Vpon) his shelde he sett hys foote, 


When) >e frenche men dyde see, 

Grete fere In per hertea jpey hade, 4336 
And namly pe kynge sorwe made, 

And proyede God witA ati his myght 
To saue Partonope and his right. 

H WitA-out wepyn is Partonope. 4340 

His swerde is broke, pe toper ij be 

Snarlide In pe shildea right faste. 
What dothe he pen but In grete haste 
Lepyth to pe kynge witA-out lete, 4344 

And on) pe gyssarne witA hondes sete, 
And pought it fro pe kynge to putt, 
But he defendyde it at pe futt. 

Thus pey wrestellede and stryuyde 
sore, 4348 

Tilt at laste, what will ye more ? 

The erle of hym pe gyssarne wane. 

The kynge sethe pat, and faste rane 
The swerde, alt men) po be-helde, 4352 

Thcr it stake faste In tho sbilde. 
Vppon) pe felde he set his feete, 
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\ 


He succeeds 
in drawing 
it out, 


but not in 
taking up 
the shield. 


He aims a 

furious 
blow, but 
strikes his 
hand against 
Partono]»e's 
shield, and 
the wea)»on 
flies out of 
his hand. 


And atte liyt pulled wytA grette hete. 4355 

He pulled and lefte not tylle he hyt hadde. [leaf m, 1 . ioj 
The danya per -off were ryghte gladde. 

Ther-wytA he wolde haue take the s[h]ylde. 

Wyche Partonope pat he be-helde, 

Wyth the gy8hame at hym he smete, 

And of ]xit porpose |>e kynge he lette. 

He sythe that hyt wylle not be. 

The swyrde in honde naked halte he, 

Wycfce he drowe owte of J>e shylde. 

In hys honde he hyt halte, att men be-helde, 

Hys naked swerde [as] syluer bryghte. 

Hym) lacked no poynte of a knyghte, 

[For helme and sheelde had he none, 4368 

In the feelde he had hem forgone.] 

And wytA J»at swerde nowe )>ynkethe he 
Fersley to assay le Partonope. 

To hym he smotte wytA alle hys myghte, 4372 

And )>oghte hys swerde shulde a lyghte 
Yppon) hys Enemy Partonoj>e. 

After 4355 . . . bets MS. continues: A swerde . . . bryghte, 
see 11. 4416 ff. 

4366. alle men) lie helde crossed out before syluer. 


4360 


4364 


Unit. Coll. MS. 

And the swerde that was his boote 
He pulled oute, and hit hadde, 4356 
Wherof the hethen were futt gladde. 
Ther-wyth he wolde haue take the 
Sheelde. 

But whan Partanope that be-heelde, 
Wyth thegesarne at hym he smote, 4360 
That hit to take forth so hoote 
His purpose he put a-syde. 

Wherfore the kyng in the tyde 
That naked Swerde as sylner bryght 
Heelde in defence os a knyght; 

For helme and Sheelde had he 

none, 4368 

In the feelde he had hem forgone. 

And wyth this Swerde thenkyth he 
Frcsshly to assayle Partanope. 

To hym he smott wyht alle his 

• myght, 4372 

And thought hit shulde haue lyght 
Vpon) his enemy Partanope. 


Bawl. MS. 

And )>e swerde )wt was his bote 4355 
He pullyde out, and it hade, [if. a. hk.] 
Where-of be hethvn were futt glade. 
There-wttA he wolde a take his shelde. 

But Partonope J»t be-helde. 

Wt'tA pe gyssarne at hym he smote, 4360 
That it to take furthe so hote 
His porpose he put asyde. 

Where-forr )>e kynge In ^>at tyde 
That nakede swerde as siluer bright 
Helde In defence as a kynght; 4367 

For helme and shelde hade he none, 

1 n pe felde he hade hem for-gone. 

And witA Jns swerde thynketh ho 
Freshly to assailt Partonope. 

To hym he smote witA alt his 
myght, 4372 

And fought it shulde haue light 
Vppon) his enemy Partonope. 


Digitized by 



Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 


159 


British Museum MS. 


But hyt Lapped for so)>e pat he 

Was so ney hym pat on) hys shylde 4376 

He smotte hys honde; and in-to pe fylde 
Owte fle hya swerde pat was so bryghte. 

The stroke he smotte wytA alle hya myghte, 

Wyche was to hym both shame and harmc, 4380 

Ther-wytA a-stonyed wes hys Arme. 

Thys a-spyed Partonope. 

In alle pe haste a-wey caste he 

Hys gysharne, and wytA pat lyghtely * wente 4384 

To the swerde, and vp hyt hente, 

Wyche fleye owte of pe kynges ffyste. 

Nowe hathe Partonope all hys lyste, 

For Sornegowre stante nowe wepynlesse. 4388 

Lo, thus ffortune can) turne hur dyse 
Nowe vp, nowe downe ; hers whele ys vnstabelle. nr. 5», bk.j 
On) her ya no truste; she ys so varyabelle. 

Butte gladde ys nowe Partonope, 4392 

For in hande that swerde hath he 
In wyche [he] hath grette affyawnce, 

He broghte hyt wytA hym in-to Fraunce. 

Butte wyle Partonope pys swerde vp toke, 4396 


Partonope 
throw* the 
axe from 
him, and 
catches the 
■word. 


He ia glad 
to have hi* 
own aword 
again. 


4384. MS. lyghtely tuner. 


Univ. Coll. MS. 

But hit happed for sotbe that he 
Was so nye byiu that on his 
Shcelde 4378 

He smote hys honde ; and in-to the 
feelde 

Fley his Swerde that was so bryght. 
Than) was he in hert sore a-fryght, 

And wytfi that stroke he had grete 
harmo, [leafsii 4380 

For sore astonyed was his arme. 

This aapied tlio Partanope. 

In alle the haste away caste he 4383 
The gesarne, and than lyghtly went. 
That Swerde feersly he vp hent. 4385 
And gladde ys now Partanope 4392 
That in honde that Swerde hath he 
In which he hath grete affiaunce, 

He Brought hit wyth hym in-to 
Fraunce. 

But while that Partanope the Swerde 
vp toke, 4396 


Raid. MS. 

But it happyde for sothe pat he 
Was so nye hem pat on his slielde 4376 

He smote his honde ; and In-to pe felde 

Fley his swerde pat was so bright. 
Then) waa he sore afright, 

WitA pat stroke he hade grete 

hanne, 4380 

For sore astonyde was his arme. 

This asspvde po Partonope. 

In ait pn haste awey caste he 4383 

The gyssame, and pen lightly wente. 
That swerde fersly vp he lient. 4385 
And glade is nowe Partono|>e 4392 

That In honde pat swerde hathe he 
In whiche he hathe hisafyaunce. 

While Partonope pe swerde toke 4396 
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Meanwhile 
8oroegour 
takes up his 
shield, snd 
fastens it 
round his 
neck. 


Partonope 
comes on, 
snd splits 
the shield. 


Somegour 
runs at him, 
and draws 
his sword 
out of 
Partonope's 
shield. 


The he)>yn) kynge faste gan) loke 
After wepyn), butte per was non) 

Thatte he myghte haue; pen what to done 

He wotte neuer; yette he toke keppe 4400 

Where a shylde lay, and thyder he leppe. 

He toke hyt vp in fulle grette haste, 

And a-bowte hya nccke hyt caste. 

That sethe J>ys erle Partonope, 4404 

And fersly a strocke at hym lette fle. 

The kynge hyt kepp[t]e appon) hys shylde. 

And wyt/i pat stroke iw-to pe ffylde 
A cantelle ffley, pys ys no nay. 4408 

And when Partonope J>ys syghte say, 

A-nother dynte per-on) he yaffe, 

That alle on) peces pe shylde raffe. 

A-none pogbte Partonope 4412 

The better he hadde of pys medele. 

Tlior-wytfi sey pys hepyn) kynge 

Hys Enemys shylde, and per- in styckynge 

A swerde pat was ffurbeshe[d] full bryghte, [if. m,l 28 ] 4416 

And per -to a-non) he lepte fulle ryghte. 

After 4415 . . . styckynge MS. continues: On) . . . Partonope, 
aee 11. 4316 ff. 


Unix. Coll. MS. 

This hethen kyng fast gan) loke 
After wepyn), but there was none 
That he myght haue/ then what to done 
He wote nener/ yet he toke kepe 4400 
Where a Sheelde lay,and thiderneleepe. 
He toke hit vp in futt grete haste, 

And a-boute his nek to hit cast. 

That seeth the erle Partanope, 4404 
And ffeeraly at hym tho leete flee 
A stroke, which he defeude wyth his 
Sheelde. 

And wyth that stroke in-to the feelde 
A Caste It five, this ys no nay. 4408 
And whan Partanope that sey, 
A-nother dynt theron he gafe, 

That alle to pecis the Sheelde rafe. 
A-none thought Erie Partanope 4412 
The betther he had of this medlee. 
Therwyth see[t]h this hethen kyng 
Hys eneruyes Sheelde, and therin 
styking 4415 

A Swerde that was furbnsshed bright, 
A(nd] therto auone he leepe futt rygftt. 


Bawl. MS. 

The hethyn kynge faste gan loke 
After wepyn, but per was none 4398 
That he myght haue ; )>en what to don 
He wot neuer ; yet >en he toke kero 
Where a shelde lay, and d eper helepe. 
He toke it vpe In grete haste, 

And aboute his nyke it caste. 

That sey th pc erle Partonope, [it 84] 4404 
And fersly at hym let fle 
A stroke, whiche he defeadyde wttA his 
shelde 

And wttA J>at stroke In-to pe felde 
A cantett fley, pis is no nay. 4408 
When Partonope pat sey, 

Ano)>er dent >er-on he gafe 
That aH to peces pe shelde rafe. 

Anone pought erle Partonope 4412 
The bytter he hade of pis medle. 
Ther-witA seyth pis hethyn kynge 
His enemys shilde, and per-Ins tekynge 

A swerde pat was burnysshede bright. 
And p«r-to he lepe anone right, 4417 
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He pulled, hyt owte and J»«t *-non). 

Hys ffryndes per-wytA were gladde echeon). 

Nowe ys pe bat[a]yle fulle mervelowse, 4420 

And to be-holde fulle Dolorowse. 

Off hem bo the ys non) ryghte sure. 

There falleth so mony a venture 

On) bothe pe sydes; for nowe pe ton) 4424 

Ys atte pe better, and ryghte a-non) 

Mervelowsly ys atte the wo[r]sse : ^ 

So ys the batayle fulle perueree. Ueaf m, t*cki 

To bothe partyes fortune stante; 4428 

Her whele ys* euer vnstabeU and mevante. 

PArtonope hys bryghte swerde gynneth dresse, 

Wyche that Mel[i]owre for hye prove38e 
Hym gaffe at here laste departynge, 

Wyche was to hym a precyowse thynge. 

So goode hyt was, whan) he hyt sey, 

And Remembryd hym the cause why 
Hys loue, hys lady so fayre and ffre, 

Hym hyt gaffe, and for that he 
Shulde hym besy grettely in knyght-hode. 

And pat made hym thynke in manhode. 

And ther-wytA hys herte gan) faste lyghte ; 

That tho^te made hym freshe to ffyghte 


4432 


4436 


4440 


The combat 
it dreadful. 


Fortune 
favours now 
one, now 
the other. 


Fartonope 
raises the 
sword that 
Mellor gave 
him. 


Thinking on 
his Lady, 
and of the 
giving of 
the sword, 


4429. ys] MS. ye. 


Univ. Coll. MS. 

He pulled hit oute in Crete haste, 

And in his hond hath nit faste. 

Now ys the Batayle marvelous, 4420 
And to be-holde how myschevous. 

Of hym bothe ys none ryght sure. 

Ther falle so many aventure 
On) Bothe sydes; for now the tone 4424 
‘Is atpe better/ and now ryght anone 
Mervaylesly he ys atte worsse : 

So this batayle ys perversse. [leaf si,back] 
pArtanope hym) ganne dresse 4430 
To fyght for hym prowesse, 

And be-thinketh how that Melior 
That Swerde gafe hym therfor 4437 
To preve hym-self a manly knyght, 
Where euer he went in any fyght. 

And therwyth his hert ganne to lyght, 
And fresh was a-none to fyght 4441 

PARTONOPE. 


Ravil. MS. 

He pullede it out In grete haste, 

Ana in his honde hathe it faste. 

Nowe is pe bataitt roervelus, 4420 
And to be-holde myschevus. 

Of hem bothe is non sure. 

Ther fitt so many aventure 
On bothe sythis ; for nowe pe tone 4424 
Ys at better, and nowe right anone 
Mervelusly he is at wore : 

So bis bataitt is futt perlus. 

IT Partonope hym gan) dresse 4430 
To tight for his prowesse, 

And be-thynketh howe Jwt Melyore 
That swerde gafe hym perfore 4437 
To prove hym-selfe a manly knyght. 
Where euer he went In ony fight 
And >er-wt'tA his hert gan to light, 4440 
And freshe was anone to fight 
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h« brings it 
down on 
Bornogonr's 
shield, end 
shivers it 
altogether. 


He chsses 
his enemy 
round the 
lists. 


The poet 
reflects on 
the power of 
love, 


And quekened hys herte so hyly, 

That to Sornegowre he lepte fulle lyglitely, 
And so fersly smotte on) hys shylde, 

By peces hyt ffley a-bowte the ffylde. 

The kynge hym couerythe as lie myghte; 
Butte euer Partonope put hym to flyghte. 

For in no place he Soferyth hym to a-byde, 
Butte alle a-bowte )>e lystes wyde 
He hym chasyth so hyly, 

That kynge Sornegowre wotte fuB surely 
He hathe the worse of thys batayle. 

Lowe, thys can) loue wytA-owte ffayle 
MAke echo man) hys mastere vse : 
Knyghtes shame to refuse, 

Clerkes to loue weB clergye, 

And ladyes to cheresse curtesy. 

For sho that can) not love, 

Hur grette stabylnesse no man) may prove ; 
For Jiowe she be louyrt for here bewte, 

And Jiowe she loue, yette aB-way may she 
Saue here worshyppe and hyr name. 

For be hyt in e[r]nyste or in game 
That hyr loue make hyr a requeste, 

And she pynke hyt be not honeste, 

She ys atte large, she may sey naye. 

4453. On the margin is written no tatur bene. 


4444 


4448 


4452 


4456 


4460 


4464 


Univ. Coll. MS. 

Whan) he had of hie lady memory, 
Then) to Sornogoure he leepe futt 
lyghtly, 

And so feeraly emote hym on) the 
Sheelde, 4444 

B pecis hit flye a-bonte the feelde. 
The kyng hym) couered as well as he 
rayght; 

Bat eaer Partanope pat hym to flyght. 
For in no place he wolde Sutfre hym) 
a-byde, 4448 

Bat alle a-boute the lystee wyde 
He hym chased so hidoosly 
That Sornogoure weDyth futt surely 
He hath the worsse of this batayle. 4452 
Lo, thus can love wythouten fayle 
Make a man maystries vse, 

And a knyght shame to refuse, 4455 


Bawl. MS. 

When he hade of his lady memorye, 
Then) to Sornogoure he lepe lightlye, 

And so freshly smote hym on )>e 
shelde, 4444 

The kynge hym couerde as he myght; 

But eaer Partonope put hym to flight 
In no place he wolde suffer* hym byde 

But att aboute pe lystes wyde 4449 
He hym chasede so hedvoaslv [loaf 84 bj 
That Sornogour wenyth surly 
He hathe >e wore of pis bataitt. 4452 
Loo, )>us can loue w»tA-out faitt 
Make a man) mast res vse, 

And a knyght shame to refase. 4455 
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For thus I am serued day be day [leaf wj 

Off her that I loue and do serue. 

Yetfce frame her seruyse shaH I not swerue, 

For I wolle eu er her seruante be. 

And wolde Gode that onys site 
Off here conselle me wolde make ! 

Butte alle J>at me luste she dojie for-sake. 
LOrdynges, I pray alle pat ye, 

)>owe I leue of Partonope 
A whyle, and speke of oper pynge, 

Hyt be to yowe no dysplesynge. 

For of 8uche mater speke moste I, 

Whether hyt be wysdome or ffoly. 

For per pe sore ys, J>e fynger woH be, 

And where thy loue ys, )>yne ey ys to se. 

For as thy ffynger drawethe to pe sore, 

So wolle thyne eye euer-more, 

Drawe to that place pai )>ou louyste beste. 
Ther-fore to me hyt ys a ffeste 
To talke a-monge of suche matere 
That longeth to loue, and nowe ye shaH here 
The tale fforthe of Partonope. 

He maket&e hys enemy a-fore hym fie. 

He sufferythe hy?n a-byde on) no grownde, 

Butte chasytti hym a-bowte lystes rownde. 
Thys sythe thys fals Erie Mares, 

Wyche I tolde yowe come of Cherles, 

And was enhawnsed to lordys degre, 

Wyth njr. thowsande of hys mayne 
Comyth in-to pe lystes to helpe hys loide, 

Welle I-armed, and breketh the a-corde 


4468 


and com¬ 
plains of the 
cruelty of 
bU Lady. 


4472 


4476 


Love draws 
him irre¬ 
sistibly to 
speak of 

4480 lore. 


4484 


4488 


4492 


Mares and 

his company 
now enter 
the lists to 
help the 
King, 


4496 


Univ. Coll. MS. 

Thus feersly chaseth Partanope, 4488 
That he maketft his enemy A-fore hyin 
flee. 

This seetft Marres, that flas Erie, 4492 
Which I tolde yow that of a cherle 
Was inhaunsed to lordys degree, 

Wyth thre thousand of hys meynee 
Cometh in-to to lystes to helpe his 

lorde, 4496 

Wett 1-armed, and brekytfi the a-corde 


Rawl. MS. 

Thus fersly chaseth Partonope, 4488 
That he maketh his enemy flee. 

This seyth Marros, pe false erle, 
Whiche I tolde you of a churle 
Was ephansede to lordca degre. 4494 
With iij Jwusonde of his meyne 
Comyth to pe lystes to helpe his lorde, 

Wett I-armede, and breke J>e acorde 

M 2 
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and draw 

their 

weapons. 


Mares at¬ 
tacks Par- 
ton ope, 


bidding de¬ 
fiance vo the 
King's com¬ 
mand to 
withdraw. 


The Danes 
hasten 
towards 
Somegour. 


Fursln and 
Fabur ride 
quickly to 
the spot. 


Off botfie pe partyea, wytA-owten dowte. 

A-none he and alle hys rowte 

Owte wytft here swerdes, and leyne on) ffaste 4500 

One euery syde, and atte J>e laste 
Mares come to Partonope, 

And wytA hys swerde atte hym lette file. 

The Erie manly defendyth pe ffelde. 4504 

Mares smete ferely, and Somegowre behelde, 

And cryetl faste to Erie Mares 
That he shulde leue and make pes 

By the alygeawnce pat he hym owghte. 4508 

Mares hym answered that in hys )>oghte (leaf m, be-kj 
Hyt come neuer, what so be-felle; 

He woH not be cesyd of hys wylle. 

The* M* Danys pat armed were, 4512 

And pat day assygned there 

The fylde to kepe on) Somegowre ys syde, 

To the kyngo they faste gan) ryde. 

Kynge Fureyn)* and kynge Fabure eke 4516 

On) the ffelde ffaste gan) prycke 
To kynge Somegowre, here lege lorde. 

4512. The] MS. Thre. 4516. MS. Furfyn). 


Unit. Coll. MS. 

Of bothe partyes, wythouten doute. 
Anone he had alle hya rowte 
Oute wyth ther 8werdea, and lay on) 
fast 4500 

On) euery syde, and than) atte last 
This Marrea cometh to Partaiiope, 

And wyth his 8werde at hym leete flee. 
1 The Erie manly deffended the feelde. 
Marres smote feersly, and Sornogoure 
be-helde, ( J leaf32) 45 05 

And cryed fast to the Erie Marres 
That he shulde leeve and make pees 
By the legeaunce that hym aught. 4508 
Marres answeryd that in thought 
Hyt come neuer what so euer be-fylle ; 
He wolle not be lettyd of his wylle. 

He thousand hethen that a(r]med 
were, 4512 

And that day assygned there 
The feelde to keepe on) Sornogoure syde, 
To her kyng tho fast gan) rrde. 

Kyng Sursyn) and kyng Fabure eke 
On) the feelde fast ganue preke 4517 
To kyng Sornogoure, her chief lorde. 


Rawl. MS. 

Of bothe partis, witA-out doute. 4498 
Anone he and att his route 
Out witA per swerdes and leyde on 
faste 

On euery syde, and pen at laste 
This Marras comyth to Partonope, 4502 
And witA his swerde at hym let fle. 
The erle defendyde In pe felde. 4504 
Marras smote surly, and Sornogowr be¬ 
helde, 

And cryede faste to pe erle Marras 
That he shulde leue and make pes 
Be pe legance pat hym aught. 4508 

Marras answerde pat In his pought 
Hit come neuer, what so euer be-fitt; 
He will not be lettyde of his witt. 

IT The posonde hethyn p at arraede 
were, 4512 

And were asyngnede there 
The felde to kepe ore Sornogowr syde, 
To here kynge faste gan ryde. 

Kynge Sursyn and kynge Fabir eke 
On) pe felde faste gan pryke 4517 

To kynge Soraogour, here chefe lorde. 
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“ Mercy I" seyde he, “ ffor owre a-corde 
Ys alle to-Squatte und dysarayed. 

Fala Mares hath me be-trayed. 

Slethe hym, I bydde yowe, and pat anonne ! ” 
They hym answeryd euerychone 
That hyt shulde be done in haste. 

Towarde Mares they prekyn) ffaste, 

And alle they hem peyned xvyth-owten ffayle 
To sle Mares in fat batayle. 

The Paynemys layde eche on) other, 

Ther spared no man) cosyn) ne brother. 

The crysten) were sley thykke also, 

Butte of the hefen) were mony mo. 

And so hyt myghte no noder be 
Butte take was Partonope. 

Butte mony an) hefyn) made he to dye, 

Er they myghte come hym so nye. 

And mony a crysten) dyed in pat ffyghte, 

And mony mo shulde, ne had the nyghte 
Come on) so faste, pys ys the sothe. 

Butte kynge Sornegowre xryth pys was rope. 


Sornogour 
commands 
4520 them to 

slay Mares 
who has 
betrayed 
him. 


4524 


They ride 

towards 

him. 


4528 The heathen 

fight among 
themselTes, 

and many 
Christians 
are also 
killed. 

4532 


4536 


At last Par. 
tonope is 
carried off, 
after 

slaughtering 

many. 
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“ Merci," sayde they, “ for oure a-corde 
I vs altoequatte and dysareyed. 4520 
Flaa Marrea hath vs be trayed. 

“Sleeth hym,” he snyde, “and that 
anone!" 

They hym) answerytti euerychone: 4523 
“ Hyt shatti be done, and that in hast ” 
Toward Marres they presed fast, 

And hem payne withouten fayle 
To alee Marres in that batayle. 4527 
The hethen layed on) eche on) other, 
They spared neydyr Cosyn ne brother. 
The Crysten were slayn thykke also, 
Bat of the hethen were many moo. 

And also hyt niyght none other be 4532 
But taken than was Partanope. 

But many hethen made he to dye, 

Or they myght come hym) so nye. 

And many a crysten dyed in that 
f ygH 4536 

And many moo shulde, had not the 
nyght 

Come on) so fast, this ys the sothe. 

But kyng Sornogoure was wondyr 
wrothe. 
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“ Mercy !" seyde bey, “ for oure acorde 
Ys att squat and ayssarayd. 4520 
False Marras hathe vs be-treyde.”— 
“Sle hym,” ho seyde, “and Jx*t 
anone ! ” 

They hym answerde euerychone : 

“ Hit shatt be don, and pat anone.”4524 
Towarde Marras pey presede faste, [lf-25.] 
And hem payne witA-out faitt 
To sle Marras in Jwt bataiH. [leaf 25.] 
The hethyn leyde on iche oper, 4528 
Tliey sparede no per cosyn ne brojier. 
The crystyn were slayne thyke also, 
But of Jw hethyn many mo. 

And so it myght none o per be 4532 
But takyn J>en was Partonope. 

But many hethen made he aye, 

Ore pey myght come hym so nye. 

Many crystyn dyede In pat fight, 4536 

And many mo shulde, hade not J>e 
n[i]ght 

Come on so faste, pis is sothe. 

But kynge Soraogour was futt wrothe. 
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Soracgour 
mounts a 
bone, end 
rides among 
his people, 
laying about 
him. and 
calling aloud 
that Parto- 
nope should 
be ssred. 


It is now 
dark night, 
and the 
armies sepa¬ 
rate. 


The French 
go bach to 
Pontoise. 


HE toke an) horse in grette haste, 

And In a-monge hem pry eked faste. 

And wytA hys swenle leyde faste a-bowte, 

And slowe mony on), wytA-owten dowte, 

Off hys secte and hys kynredde, 4544 

And ever cryed faste as he yede: 

“ Loke ye sane Partonope ! ” 

Thys in hys fygfctynge euer cryed he. 

Butte when he cowde no-)>ynge here, 4548 

Off Partonope he was In ffere 
In thys horlynge he had byn) sleyne. Peaf57j 

Hys clepynge he thojte was in veyne. 

For lytelle he Jx^te he shulde be take. 4552 

The heven) waxed darke, )>e skyes were blake, 

The day was passed, hyt wes derke nyghte. 

Thys )>e Ostes departed from) ffyghte. 

The ffrenshe departed wytA grette deele, 4556 

For Partonope they supposed welle 
Ys ded wytA-owte any nay. 

And streyghte to Pvntyffe J>ey toke )* way. 

Kynge Somegowre ys rothe and Anguysshous 4560 

4556. dc crossed mil be/ors deolo. 


Unit. Coll. MS. 

He toke an) Iiora in grete hast, 4540 
And in amonge hem pryked fast, 

And whyth hys Swerde layde fast 
a-boute, |> leaf 88, back.) 

1 And alow many one, wyth-ontedout*, 
Of his syde and of his kynrede, 4544 
And euer cryed fast as he yede : 

“ Loke he save Erie Partauope ! ” 

Thus in his fyghting euer cryed he. 
Bnt whan he Cowde no- thing here, 4548 
Of Partanope he was in feere 
That in this hurlyng he were slayn). 
Hys crying hym thought was in vayne, 
Futt lytett he thought he shulde be 
take. 4552 

Than his Skye ganne wex blake, 

The day was past, hit was derke nyght. 
Thus the Ooste departed from) fyght. 
The french departed wyth grete heuyte. 

For they Suppose that Partanope 4557 
Ys dede wyth-outen any nay. 

And to Ponntyff they toke the way. 
Somogoure ys wroth and angwisshous 


Rawl. MS. 

He toke an hor* In grete haste, 4540 
And In amonge be prekede faste, 

And wx'tA his swerde he leyde aboute, 

And slowe many on, witA-ont doute, 
Of bis syde and of his kenrede, 4544 
And euer cryede faste as he yede : 

4 4 Loke ye saue erle Partonope '. " 

Thus In tightynge euer cryede he. 

But when ne coathe not here, 4548 
Of Partonope he was In fere 
That In his hurlynge he was slayne. 
His crynge hym fraught was In vayne, 
Lytitt he fraught he shulde be take. 

Then >e skye gan) wex blake, 4553 
The day was paste, it was dyrke nyght. 
Thus fra oste departyde at nyght. 

The frenche departyde witA grete 
hevyte, 4556 

For fray sop posed e >at Partonope 
Ys dede wttA-out ony nay. 

To Ponntyfe fray toke fra wey. 
Soruogottr is wrothe and angwis 4560 
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That he mygftte not haue pe Re sc o wee 
Off hys ffelowe Partonope. 

What dyd he pen) suppose yet 
WytA pe ffrenshe he dyd forthe ryde 
A-monge hem alle vn)-a-Spyed, • 

Ae powe he had be on) of hem. 

Ther herd® he of pe ffrenshe men) 

So grette sorowe and complaynte made 
For Partonope, pat none was glade, 
Butte fulle of sorowe and wepynge. 
And pus to Pvntyffe-warde pey be 
And Somegowre in here company. 
None of hem hym cowde a-Spy. 

And In-to Pvntyffe, to pe halle dore, 
Wyth hem rodde kynge Somegowre. 

As he was armed he lyghte a-none, 

He lette hys hors where he wolde gon), 
He toke no hede where he be-come. 

The wey vn)-to pe chamber he nome, 
Where as pe kynge of Fraunse he seye 
Make sorowe, and wepte fulle tenderly, 
Sownynge and passynge sorowe made. 
None of hys men) hym cowde glade, 



4564 


4568 


8oraegour 
Joint them 
without 
being 
oboerred. 


All are 
dismayed. 


4572 


4576 


He alights 
at the hall 
door, 


4580 


and proceed* 
to a chamber 
where the 
King of 
France ie 
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That he myght not hare the rescows 
Of his felaw, Erie Partanope. 4562 
Whatt dyd he than) suppose ye ! 

Wyth the frensh he dyd forthe ryde 
Amonge hem alle vnspied, 4565 

As though he had be one of hem. 

There herde he of the french men 
So grete so row and playnt made 4568 
For Partanope / ana none was glade, 
But futt of sorow and of weping, 

And Thus to Ponntyff were they 
rydyng, l 1 leaf S3] 

Ana Sornogoure in her Company. 4572 
None of hem cowde hym aspie. 

And in-to Pountyff, to the halle dore, 
Wyth hem rode king Sornogoure. 

Aa he was was armed he lyght a-none, 
And lete hys hors where he wolde gone, 
He toke none hede where he be-come 
The way in-to the chambre he nome, 
Where as the kyng of Frauuce he sye 
Make sorow and futt tenderly, 4681 
'Swonned and paasyng sorow made. 
None of his men cowde hym glade, 


Bawl. MS. 

That he myght hane no rescooa 
Of his felowe, erle Partonope. 4562 

What dyde he )>en) soppoee ye? 

WitA )>e frenche he dyae furthe ryde 
Amonge hem att vnspyde, 4565 

As he hade ben on of hem. 

There herde he of he french men) 1 
So grete sorwe and pleynte made 4568 
For Partonope, and none was glade, 
Bat futt of sorwe and of wepynge. 

Thus to Ponntyf were hey rydynge, 

[i leaf 25 b] 

AndSorangourlnherccompanye. 4572 
Non of hym couth hym esspye. 

In-to Pountyf to he hatt dore 
WitA hem rode kynge Sornogour. 

Ashe was armede, he light downe, 4576 
And let his hors where he wolde gon). 
He toke no hede where he be-come. 

The wey to )>e chambir he nome, 
Whereas h® kynge of France he sey 4580 
Make sorwe and futt tenderly 
Swone and passynge sorwe made. 

None of his men) couth hym glade 
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lamenting 
for Par- 
tonope. 


The 

heathen, 
h*«aym, 
are for¬ 
sworn. 


He had 
never be¬ 
lieved that 
Sornegour 
could be 
capablh of 
treason. 


For in hya sorowe pys was hys crye : 4584 

“ Allas, Partonope ! pou were so nye 
My kyn) and eke my gou*rnowre. 

Nowe arte pou ded, wyclie were pe fflowre 

Off alle pe knygtithode fiat longetA to Fraunce. 4588 

Allas ! what happe or what myschawnce 

Was that pe felde so ffalsely 

Was kepte; for pe hepen) truly' [leaf 57, back] 

Arne for-eowrne, and pat echone. 4592 

None of hem alle may voyde ne gon) 

Frome p>/8 fowle Inconvenyente, 

For I my-aelfe was there presentc, 

When alle pe kynges per toke here othe. 4596 * 

Yette sory I am, and ryghte wrotlie, 

Thys vyleny shulde be in Somegowre, 

For he was pe ffryste on) pat swore; 

And pat I wotte weH he lacked no manhode. 4600 

I trusted euer fully in hya knyghthode 
And In hya gentylnes, that neuer he 
In suche vntrupe fownden) wolde be. 

Hys worde I cowde euer haue trysted welle, 4604 

That hyt had ben) as trewe as atylle.” 


Unto. Coll. MS. 

For in crye sorow this was his crye: 4584 
“ Allas, Partanope! thow were so nye 
My kynne and eke my gouernoure. 
Now arte thow dede which were the 
floors 

Of alle the knyghthode thatlongyth to 
Fraunce. 4588 

Allas ! what happe or mychaunce 
Was that this feelde so flasly 
Was kept; the hethen now trwly 
Be forsworne wythouten nay. 4592 
The contrary they mowe not say, 

For I myself was present for sothe, 
Whan they toke her othe. 4596 

Yet for Sornogoure I am ryght sory 
That he shulde be founde in su[c]he 
vylany. 

And yet I wote welt he lakked no man¬ 
hode. 4600 

I trusted euer fully in his knyghthode 
And in his genteti-nesse and suerte, 
That such vntrouth wolde not he 
Enforged ne neuer haue wrought. 

I trowe therto he not consentyd in 
thought.” 


Raxol. MS. 

For In his sorwe pis was his crye : 4584 
“ Allas, Partonope 1 pou were so nye 
My kynne and eke my gouemoure.' 
Nowe art pou dede whicbe were pe 
floure 

Of ait knyghthode pat longyth to 
France. 4588 

Allas ! what happe ore myschance 
Who pat fekitt so falsly 
Was kepte ; pe hethyn truly 
Be for-swome witA-out nay. 4592 

The contrary pey may not say. 

I my-selfe whs present for sothe, 

When pey per toke per othe. 4596 

Yet for Sornogour I am right sorye 
That he shulde be foDde In soyche 
velony. 

Yet wot I wett he lakcde no manhode. 

I truste euer fully to his knyghthode. 
And In his Ientillnes and suerte, 

That soyche vntrouthe wott not he 
Enforgyde ne neuer haue wrought, 

I trowe per-to he neuer consentydeln 
pought 
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Whon) Sornegowre herde pe kynge hym preyse, 

To hys herte hyt was grette ese. 

Wytfi-In hym-8elfe then) pojte he : 4608 

“ I wolle no lenger hyde me.” 

And wytA pys poghte in grette haste 

Hys hedde he vnarmed, and per-wytA as faste 

Alle naked he pulled owte hys swerde, 4612 

WytA pe wyche at pat tyme he was gyrde. 

And in hys honde )>e poynte he toke, 

Hya Regalyte he than) for-Soke 

As for pat tyrae, as pynketfce me; 4616 

For downe he sette hym on) hys kne. 

“ Syr,” sayde he to pe ffrenshe kynge, 

“ Mercy I aske a-boue att pynge. 

I am vnarmed, as ye may se, 4620 

My hedde ys naked, syr, parde. 

The hyltes vpwarde ye se I holde 

Off my swerde naked, for pat I wolde 

Bene atte your grace and atte yowre wylle. 4624 

Thys ys my cause and also my Skylle: 

Yeffe J>at yowre cosyn) Partouope 


Sornegour 
discovers 
himself, 
offers up his 
sword, 


snd kneels 
before tlie 
King, 

ssking his 
grsce. 



Unxv. Coll. US. 

W Hen Sornogoure herde the kyng 
hym preyse. 

Than) to his hert hit was grete ese. 
Wyth hym)-self then thought he : 4608 
“ I wole no lenger now hide me.” 

And wyth this thought in grete haste 
His helme he pulled of as faste. 

And nakked he plukked oute his 
Swerde, 4612 

Wyth which at that tyme he was gerde. 
And in his honde the poynt he toke, 
His regally he thanne for-soke, 

As for that tyme thus dyd he, 4616 
And down) he sett hym on) his kne. 

“ Syr,” sayde he to the french kyng, 

“ Mercy I aske a-bove alle thing. 

I am vnarmed, as ye may see, 4620 

Myne heede ys naked, and I Submytte 
me. [l leaf S3, back] 

The hyltes of my Swerde I vp holde, 
'For at youre grace I be wolde. 4623 
And cause why / ye shaft deterrayn): 
Yf that Partauope, yours Cosyn), 4626 


Ratal. AfS. 

IT When Somogour herde pe kyDge 
hym prvse, 

Then) to his liert it was grete eyse.4607 
WitA-In hym-selfe pen pought he : 

“ I wilt no lenger nowe hyae me.” 
WitA pis pought In grete haste, [leaf 20 ] 
His helme he of faste. 

And nakede he pulledo out his swerde, 

WitA whiche pat tyme he was gyrde, 
And In his honde pe poynt he toke, 
His regally he pen for-soke, 

And for pat tyme pus dyde he : 4616 

Downe ho set hym on his kne. 

“ Sir,” seyde he to pe kynge of France, 
“ Mercy I aske for myne alyance. 

I am vnarmede, as ye may see." 4620 


The helt of his swerde vp helde he. 

“ For at your grace I wolde be. 

And cause why I shaft determyne : 462 
Yef pat Partonope, your« cossyne, 
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is willing 
to yield 
himself 
prisoner. 


The King 
begs him to 
rise; he is 
ro-essnred 
that Borne- 
sour is 
innocent. 


Be ded or takyn), or pat I be 
Fow[n]den) wyttynge of thys trosone, 

Or any man) can) preve be resone 
Thys [pea] shulde be broke porowe me, 

I am here redy alle-wey to be iieafM] 

Obeyaaunte to yowre cowrtys a-warde. 
Puttythe my body in safe garde. 

My requeste I pray pat ye do, 

I yelde yowe here my Swerde also.” 

)>e kynge hys swerde taketh in goode a-vyse, 
And prayethe hym he wolde a-ryse * 

Vppon) hy8 fette, and pen he sayde : 

“ Somegowre, I am grettely myspayde 
Wyt/t pt/s falahode ; yette nemeries I se 
By yowre gouernavnee pat ye ne be 
Knowynge per-off in no wyse, 

Sythe ye arh) come )>us in pys gyae 

pus 

Hyt semeth sory per-off pat ye be, 

Off thy8 grette louse pat I haue.” 


lowly vn-to me. 


To yelde yowe 


4637. ryso] MS. ryde. 4643. MS. possibly sythen. 


4628 


4632 


4636 


4640 


4644 


Unix. Coll. MS. 

Be dede or take thorow this treason, 
And yf any man) canne preve l*e reson) 
This peas ah aide be broke thorow me, 

I in here redi alwey to be 4631 

Obyesaunt to youre curteys a-warde. 

Putteth my body now in safe garde. 

My request I pray that ye doo, 4634 
I yelde yow here my Swerde also. 

And thenkyth in me no variaunce, 

For I neuer thought this myschaunce. ” 
The kyng his Swerde taketh in goode 
wyse, 4636 

And prayde hym that he wolde ryse 
Vpon) his feete, and then) he sayde : 
“Sornogoure, I am gretly mysjmyde 
Wyth this flashede; yet neuer the lesse 
I see 4640 

Be youre goucmaunce that ye not be 
Knowing therof in no wyse, 

Sethen) ye are comen in this gyse 4643 
To yelde yow thus lowly vnto me. 

Hit maketh crete profe now, parde, 
That of this Tresoun) no gilt ye haue. ”— 


Ravel. MS. 


This pea shaft be broke >orwe me, 

I am here redy aft-wey to be 
Obeysant to your courtesye and 
warde, 4632 

Puttyth me, lorde, In safTe garde. 

My requeste I proye you Jwt ye do, 

1 yelde you here my swerde also. 4635 
Thynketh In me no varyance.” 




The kynge his swerde taketh In gi 
wyse, 4636 

And proyede hym >at he wolde ryse 
Vppon) his fete, and pen) he seyde : 

“ Somogour, 1 am gretly myspayde 
WitA >is falshede ; yet neuer >e lese 
I se 4640 

Be your gouemance pat ye ne be 
Knowynge per-of In no wyse, 

Sethe ye are come In pis gyse 
To yelae you pus lowly to me. 4644 
Hit maketh grete prefe nowe, parde, 
Of pis treson no gut ye bane.”— 
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“ Syr,” sayde Somegowre, “ so Gode me safe, 
I am rotlie also trewly. 

Ye ben) be-trayed, and also am I, 

And by home I shalle yowe telle: 

He ys bo|>e olde, fers, and ffelle. 

I haue broghte hym vp of noghte, 

Where-fore ofte in my ^oghte 
I haue fulle sore repented me. 

For he was butte of lowe degre ; 

Off berthe hys fader was a chorle. 

Nowe haue I made hym a grette Eric; 

Hys name ys Mares, syr, Parde. 

He hath be-traye«J boJ>e yowe and me. 

Cursed he ys in alle wyse, 

Fayre of speche, and fals of seruyse. 

To me he ys plesawnte awl lowly, 

And to my knyghthode dyspituos and stordy. 
Fryste I helde hym trewe and sadde, 

And )>er-fore my stewardo I hym made. 


4648 


4652 


Sornegour 
complaint of 
the fait*, 
hood of 
Marts, who 
was born a 
churl; 


4656 


4660 


bat Sorn«- 

, . . , gour trotted 

4664 him, and 

made him 
hit steward. 


Univ. CoU. MS. 

“Syr," sayde Sornogoure, “so God me 
save, 

1 am wrothe and in my hert angrey 4648 
That ye thus are be-trayed/ aud so am I; 
And be whorae hit ye I shatt yow tett : 
He ys botlie olde, feers, and fett. 

1 haue brought hym) vp of nought, 4652 
Wherfore ofte in iny large thought 
I haue futt sore re[»entya me 
That euer I so luwde shulde be : 

For he was of bryth but lowe degree, 

I my-self made hym free. 

His fadyr was but a power Cherle; 4656 
Now I haue made the Son an) Erie. 

Hit ys Marred, Syr, pardce. 

He hath be-trayed bothe yow and me. 
‘Cursid heysand Covetom in alle wyse, 
Fayre of spech, and Has in Servyae. 4661 
Tome heysplesauntand lowly, 

And to my men dyspitous and sturdy. 
Fyrst I bride hym) true and sadde, 4664 
And therfore my stywarde I hym) made. 
Quaynt rewles now dot he he v*e, 

I wole for euer now hym refuse. 

And servyse more neuer shatt he do, 
And bis deservyng shatt I quyte als>o. 


nawl. MS. 

" Sir,” aeyde Sornogour, “ so God me 
saue, 

I am wrothe and In my hert angry 4648 
That ye are betrovede, and so am I. 

Be whom it is I shatt you tett : 

He is bothe olde, fers, and fett. 

I haue brought hym vp of nought, 4652 
‘Where [-fore] oftyn in my J*>ught 
I haue futt sore repentyde me [Hr. w, bk.j 
That I ener so lewyde shulde be ; 

For he was of berthe but lovje degre. 

His fader was but a poure churle, 4656 
Nowe haue 1 made his son an erle. 

His name is Marras, sir, parde. 

He bathe be-trayede you and me. 
Coureede he is In att wyse, 4660 

Fayre of speche, and false In seruyse. 
To me his ne plesant and louly, 

To my men) dysspyttuouse and stordy. 
Fyrste I helde hym trewe and sade, 4664 
There-for my stewarde 1 hym made. 
Quynte Rulis dothe he vse, 

I witt for euer hem refuse. 

His aeruyce more neuer shatt he me do, 
His deseruy[n]ge shatt I quyte so. 
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A red til of 

Mare's 

falseness. 


Sornegour 
declares 
himself in¬ 
nocent If 
it pleases 
the King, he 
is ready to 
become his 
liege-man. 


And when he purposed to do fals J>ynge t 
Pys was hys worde: |>ys wolle )>e kynge. 

Thya alle )>e dynte ys falle on) me. 4668 

There as my pepelle was wonte to be 
To me fulle louynge and fulle kynde, 

Ille wylled and frowarde nowe I hem ffynde. 4671 

For no man) to me wolde* sey of |>e traytowre [ie»fM, back) 
Butte alle worehyppe and gTette honowre. 

An Erlea dorter I gaffe hym to wyfe; 

He bathe me greued \yyih werre and atryfe. 

For per I had wende he had aaued myn) honowre, 4676 
He maketh me be holde fals and a traytowre. 

Where-fore I pray yowe of on) )>ynge, 

As ye ben) a ryghtfulle kynge, 

pat in no wyae ye J>ynke J»orowe me 4680 

Shulde be ded Partonope. 

For an) Erie haue here a kynge. 

And yeff ao be [|>at] for no-thynge 

I may not [now] excused be, 4684 

Takethe venganse J>en vppon) me. 

And yeffe hyt lyke yowe J>en) pat I haue 


4672 MS. Wolle. 


Univ. Coll. MS. 

For whan) he purposyth to do fals thing 
Such ys his worde/ thus wolle the kyng. 
Thus alle the dent ys falle on) me. 
There as my peple was wont to be 4669 
To me futt lovyng and futt kynde, 
Evyit wylled now hera fynde. 

For none wolde tett me of thisTraytour, 
But apeke hym worship and honour. 4673 
And Erlea doughter I gafe hym to wyfe ; 
He hath me rewarde wyth so row and 
stryfe. 

Where I had went tha[t] he shulde save 
myn) honours 4676 

He makes me to be holde a fals Tray- 
tours. 

Where-fore I pray yow of oo thing, 

As ye be now a ryght-fntt king. 

That in no vyse ye thenke thorow me 
Shulde be dede or take Partanope. 4681 
For an) Erie haue here a king. 

And yf so be that for no-thing 
I may not now Excused be, 4681 
Take vengeaunce then) on) me. 

And yf hit lyke yow that I haue 


Ravi. MS. 

When he porposeth to do false thynge, 
Soyche is nis wordea: >us witt >e kynge 
Thut ait )>e doute is fait on me. 4668 
There as my pepitt was wont to be 
To me louyfnjjge and futt kynde, 

Eviit willyde I do hem fynde, 

Non wolde tett me of pis troyture, 4672 
But speke hym worcliipe and honours. 
An erlis doughter I gafe hym to wyfe ; 
He hathe me rewardyde witA sorwe and 
stryfe. 4676 

Where I wende to sauyde my honour 

He makes me to [be] holde a troyture. 

Where-for I proye you of o thynge, 

As ye be nowe a right-futt kynge, 

That in no wyse ye thynke J>orwe me 
Shulde be dede ore take Pat tonope. 
For an erle haue here a kynge. 

And yef so be >ot for no-thynge 
I may not nowe excusede be, 4684 
Take vengance )>en on me. 

And yef it lyke you )»t I haue 
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My lyffe, I shalle, so Gode me saue, 

To yowe as trewe and ffryndely be 
As Euer was Erie Partonope, 

And do yowe seruyse as well as I can), 

And Jier-to be-come yowre trewe lege man). 
And here-of to make yowe swerte 
I shalle le hostages of goode degre, 

Erlys and baronys and o\>er men), 

Kynges also, and eche of hem 
Shalle come and do yowe homage, 

As welle as they )>ot ben) for me in Ostage.” 

The kynge hym answered full goodely : 

“ Syr,” he sayde, M be Gode ati-myghty, 
0-the[r] veDgaunce kepe I none 
Batte fiat ye haue seyde ye wolle done. 

Ye seyne ye wolle my lege man) be 
And alle yowre londe holde of me.”— 

“ Syr,” sayde Sornegowre, “ fiat I yow seye, 
To do hyt redy I wolle obeye.” 
l>e ffrenshe men all helde hem weH payde 
WytA J»e kynge, ami also they sayde 


He will 
fterr* him u 

4688 ^'thfuUy u 

Pmonopo, 


4692 

tnd pro- 
nlwi host- 


4696 


Tbs King 
agrees, 


4700 


4704 


and receire 
Bornsgoar’s 
homage. 


Univ. Coll. MS. 

My lyfe / I shaft, so God me save, 

To yow as trew arid as frendly be 4688 
As euer that was Erie Partanope, 

And do yow Servyse as weft as I canne, 
And therto be-come youre legeman. 
And herof to make yow sewertee 4692 
l shaft lay hostage of goode degree, 
Erles and Barons and other men, 
1 Kingis also, and eche of hem 
Shaft Come and do yow homage, 4696 
As weft as for to lye for me in hostage. ” 
E him answera then futt goodely : 
“Sir,” he sayde, “be God al- 
myghty, [> leaf34, back.] 

Other vengenaunco kcpe I none 4700 
Hut as ye haue sayde that ye wolde done. 
Ye seen he wole my legeman be 
And alle youre londes holde of me.”— 
“Syr,” sayde Sornogoure, “that I 
yow say 4704 

To do hit redyly I wytt obey.” 

The frenchmeu alle helde hem weft 



Rawl. MS. 

My lyfe, I shaft, so God me saue. 

To you as trewe and frendly be 4688 
euer was erle Partonope, [>lf. 27.] 
nd do you seruyse as weft as I can), 

And here-of to [make] you suerte 4692 
I shaft ley ostage of good degre, 

Erlis and barons and o per men), 
Kynges also and iche of hem 
Sliaft come and do you homage, 4696 
As weft as lye for me In hostage.” 

IT He answerde >en futt goodly : 

“ Sir," he seyde, " be God almygtity, 

Othir vengance kepe I none, 4700 
But as I haue seyde )wt wift I done. 

Ye sey ye wift my lege man be 
And aft youre lordej holde of me.”— 

“ Sir,” [seyde] Somogour, “ that I you 
sey 4704 

To do it redy I wift obeye.” 

The frenche att helde hym payde 

WitA >e kynge, and also l»y seyde 
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The French 
are gratified. 


They wait on 
Sornegtmr 
with aue 
honour, 


but are sari 
at heart for 


Off kynge Sornegowre grette worehyppe in sofe, 4708 
And seydou) trewly he had kepte hya othe. 

The kyDge a-non) bys Omage ha|>e take. 

The ffrenshe men) grette loye make, 

And seyne Sornegowre wyH holde hys heste, 4712 

And that £e kynge a grette conqueste lie»f Ml 

H[ath]e made, and fewe * strokys gefe. 

They byn) ensured eche other to loue. 

The8 ij. kyngea vnarmed be. 4716 

Yette grette heuynes for Partonope 
Ys made a-monge )>e ffrenshe men). 

The kynge a-nonne comawndethe hem) 

Alle that of hya conselle be, 4720 

That they sliulde besy hem to se 
That alle pe worehyppe and honowre 
That myghte be do to Sornegowre, 

Shulde be don) and alle £e seruyae 4724 

Jjat myghte be do in ony wyse. 

And so they dyd as they myghte. 

Here hertye were heuy and no-)>ynge lyghte 

4714. fewe] MS. grette ; gefe] MS. scarcely gofe. 


Univ. Coll. MS. 

Of king Sornogoure grete worship in 
I sothe, 4708 

And s*yden he truly hath kept his 
hothe. 

The king a-none his homoge hath take. 
The frenshmen grete loye make, 

And Myde that Sornogoure wolde holde 
his hest, 4712 

And that the king a grete conquest 
Hath made, and few strokes yove. 
They be Ensured eche other to love. 
These two kinges vn-armed be. 4716 
Yett grete hevynesse ffor Partanope 
Is mad a-monge the french men. 

The king a-none conmaundeth hem 
That they shulde besy hem) to see 4720 
Alle that of CounMyle be, 

That alle the worship and the honors 
That myght be do to Sornogoure * 
Shulde be done and alle the servyse 
That myght be done in eny wyse. 4725 
And so they dyd as they myght 
Her hertea were hevy and no-thing 
lyght 

US. placu 1. 4728 after 4729. 


Bawl. MS. 

Of kynge Sornogoure grete worchipe 
In sotne, 4708 

And seyde he truly hade kepte his othe. 

The kynge his homage hathe take. 

The frenche men) grete loye make. 

And seyde Soraogour wolde holde his 
heste, 4712 

And )>at pe kynge a grete conqueste 
Hathe made, and fewe strokes yeve. 
They ben ensuerede iche oper to lone. 
Thu ij kyngea vnarmede be. 4716 
Yet grete heuynes for Partonope 
Ys made amonge pe frenche men). 

The kynge anone comondyth hem 
That )>ey shulde besye hem to se 4720 
Att )>at of his counsett be, 

That att >e worchipe and honours 
That myght be do to Sornogoure 
Shulde bo done and att py eeruyee 
That myght be don In ony wyse. 4725 
And so pey dede as pey myght 
Here hertes were heuy and nothynge 
light 

4724. A flourished 8 before shulde. 
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For the losse of Partonope. 

Grette aorowe in herte for hym made he. 

Alle nyghte gret aorowe a-monge hem was made ; 

4728 

the lots of 
Partonope. 

None of hem cowde other glade. 

The hethen) men) on) here syde 

On) the morowe faste to Chars gan) ryde, 

4732 

The next 
morning, 

And to the castelle off Agysowre 


the heathen 
ride to 

To seche here lorde kynge Somegowre. 


Chart. 

And when they hed all I-sogfcte, 

4736 

They do 
not find 

And of hym fynde cowde rygftte noghte, 


Somegour, 
and suppose 

Off hym cowde they no nother rede, 


he it dead. 

Butte Supposen) sothely )>at he ys dede. 

Kynge Fursyn) * and kynge Fabowre 

4740 

Fumtn and 
Fahur, with 

Hem armed a-none wwt/i hert Sore, 

And comawnded aH here cheualrye 


their com¬ 
pany, ride 
to the lodg¬ 
ing of Mares, 

Wijih hem to ryde In grette hye 


and pat the 
traitor to 

Streglite to Mares loggynge. 

They sayde he was causer of lesynge 

Off here kynge and here a-vowe, 

Where-fore they seyde ded shulde he be. 

4744 

drath. 

As they seyden) so they dyd. 

4748 


4732. of crossed mil before on). 4740. MS. Furfyn). 
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For the losso of ParUuope. 4728 
Grete aorow in hert made he. 

AUe nyght grete aorow amonge hem 
was made; 

None of hem couthe other glade. 

The hethen men on her syde 4732 
On the raorow fast to Chars gvnne ryde, 
And to the Caatett of Agrysor ssj 
To aeche her lorde kin? Sornogoure. 
And whan) they had alle I-sought, 4736 
And of fynde hym Couthe they ryght 
nought, 

Than they couth none other rede, 

But supposen sothely that he ya dede. 
King Sursyn) and king Fabour 4740 
Hem armed auone wyth hert aore, 

And Conmauude alle her Cheualrye 
Wyth hem to ryde in grete hie 
Streight to Marres logging. 4744 
They Sayde he was Cause of lesyng 
Of her king and her a-bowe, 

Wherfore they aayde that dede he 
shullde be. 

As they aayden so they dyd. 4748 


Ravi. MS. 

For >e loose of Partonope. 4728 

Crete hert witA sorwe hade he. 

Alt nyght grete aorwe >ey made ; 

None of hem couthe o per glade, fif.r.bk ] 
The hethyn) men) on J ter avde 4732 

On) morwe faste to Chars dede ryde, 
And to the castett of Agysoure 
To aeche per kynge Sornogoure. 

When pey hade att sought, 4736 

Of hym couthe J«y here nought 

Of hym pey couthe no no per rede, 

But suppose sothely Jxxt he is dede. 
Kynge Sursyn and Kynge Fabure 4740 
Hem armede anone witA hert sore, 

And comondyde att here chevalrye 
WitA hem to ryde In grete hye 
Streight to Marras logynge. 4744 

They seyde he was cause of leaynge 
Of hir kynge and here meyne, 
Where-fore he aeyde heshulde dye. 

As )>ey aeyde so >ey dede. 4748 
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They thank 
their God 
that 

Partonope 
la alive. 


On receiving 
a letter from 
8ornegour, 
they pro¬ 
ceed to 
Pontoite, 
bringing 
Partonope 
with them. 


Feresely a-pon) hym they rydde. 

And In grette haste dyd hym sle, [leaf 59 , Uckj 
And grette parte also hys meyne. 

When Partonope sawe alle thys, 4752 

To hem a-none yeldon) he ys. 

When they fownde hym on) lyfe, 

Grette loye was a-monge hem tis blyfe, 

And ponked ther gode of hys grace : 4756 

They howped they ahulde pe better passe 
Thorowe Frauuce to pe ssee, 

And so to passe safe in-to here cuntre. 

And as they were in thys affray, 4760 

Fro Povntyffe, ther as here kynge laye, 

A letter he sende in grette haste, 

Yndyr hys synette, comawndynge ffaste 

Alle hys oste to come to Povntyfe 4764 

To make an) ende of all f>ys stryffe, 

And homage to do to £e kynge of Fraunce, 

To home he had made hys alygeavnsse. 

When they herde of here kynge 4768 

4756. or Ranked t 


Unit. Coll. MS. 

Feersly ypon) hym they ryde, 

And in grete haste they dyd alee,* 

And grete parte also of his meyne. 
When Partanope sey alle this, 4752 
To hem anone yolden he ys. 

When they founden hym a-lyye, 

Grete yoie amonge hem was made as 
hvlyre, 

And thanked God of his grete grace : 
They hoped they shulde the better 
passe 4757 

Thorow Fraunche alle to the See, 

And so forthe safe in-to her Countree. 
And as they were in this affray, 4760 
Fro Pountyff, there as her kyng lay, 

A letter be sent in grete hast, 

Vndyr his Signett, comanndyng fast 
Alle his Ooste to come to Pountyff 4764 
To make an) ende of alle this stryfe,* 
And homage to do to the king of 
Fraunce, 

To whom he had made his lyegeaunce. 
When they herd of her king 4768 

4750. MS. flee. 

1. 4705 ttfltr 4771 in MS. 


Bawl. MS. 

Faste yppon) hym >ey rede, 

And in grete haste >ey dyde sle 
And a grete parte of his meyne. 

When) Partonope se att this, 4752 
To hem anone yeldyn he is. 

When) >ey foDde hym on lyre 
Grete loye amonge hem was blyye, 

And thankede God of his grace: 4756 
They hoppede >ey shulde >e be ter passe 

Thorwe France to J>e see, 

And so forthe safe In-to per contre. 
And pey were in >is affray 4760 

Fro Pountyfe Per her« kynge lay, 

A leter he sent In grete baste, 

Vnder his sygnet, comondynge faste 
Att his oete to come to Pountyfe 4764 
To make an ende of be stryfe 
And homage do to >e kynge of Fraunce, 

To whom he hade made his legaunce. 
When) J>ey herde of per kynge 4768 
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That on) lyfe was, a-bofe alle J>ynge 
They made grette Ioye, and yette J»ey were 
For Mares dethe grettely in ffere. 

Nowe be they come to Povntyfe 4772 

To here kynge, and of hys lyfe 
They be as gladde as they may be. 

Wyt// hem trtey brynge Partonope. 

The kynge of Fraunce owte of J»e towne 4776 

Ys ryden), and wytA hym a legyowne 
Off hys knyghtes, as syker as day, 

Welle I-horsed and in ffresste a-raye. 

Off aH J>e Ostys they bere fe flowre. 4780 

And wyth hym rydeth kynge Somegowre, 

Talkynge and spekynge dyuei-so J»ynges. 

And sone after they had tydynges 
That J>e oete of Sareenyes was neye. 4784 

When the kynge of Fraunce hem sye, [leafeoj 

A-fore hem aH come kynge Fureyn,* 

And nexte hym come kynge Faburyn), 

Partonope and * kynge Loemere,* 4788 


The King of 
France end 
Bomegour 
come to 
meet him. 


Sornegonr'e 
nittli beg 

for pardon 
for having 
•lain Mare*. 


4786. MS. Furfyn or perhaps Surfyn. 
4788. and] MS. had ; MS. Leomera. 
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That he on) lyve waa, above alle thing 
They made grete Ioye, and yett they 
were 

Foo Mar res dethe gretlv in feere. 

Now be they come to rountyfe 4772 
To her kyng, and of hia lyfe [if. Si, bit.) 
They be aa gladde aa they mow be. 
Wyth hem they bring Partanope. 4775 
The king of Fraunce oute of the town) 
la ryden, and wyth hym a legyoun) 

Of hia knyghtea, aa syker as day, 4778 
Wytt I-horsid and in freeah a ray. 

Of alle liis Ooste they bere the noure. 
And wyth hym rydya king Sornogoure, 
Talking and speking of dyuere thin gee. 

And aone after haue they ti thin gee 
That the Ooste of Saraayna was nye. 
And when the king of Fraunce hym 
sye, 4785 

Afore hym alle Comyth king Fureyn • 
And next hym Comyth king Fabouryn), 
Partanope and king Loemere, 4788 

1. 4786. MS. rather furayn than aurayn. 
PARTONOPE. 


Rawl. MS. 

Was on lyve, aboue altbynge 
They made grete Ioye pere 

For Marraa dethe gretly In fere. 

Nowe be pey come to rountyfe, 4772 
To hir kynge and of his lyfe. * [If. 28 .J 
They be aa glade aa J>ey m jy be. 

WitA hem )>ey brynge Partonope. 4775 
The kvnge of France oute of p« towne 
Ya redyn), witA hym his alygyone, 

Of his knyglitas, sekere as day. 

Welt I-horasede and In noblay. 

Of att his oste )>ey bere Je floure. 4780 
WitA hem was kynge Sornogoure, 
Talkynge and apelcynge of dyuerse 
thynge*. 

And aone after haue Jey tydynges 
That pe oste of saraona waa nygh. 4784 
When )>e kynge of France hym sigh. 

Afore hem alt comyth kynge Sursyn, 
Nexte hym comyth kynge Fabryne, 
Partonope, and kynge Loemeres, 478 

11. 477S-78 inverted in MS. 
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The French 
rejoice 

to MO 

PAltonopO 

•fain. 


The King 
roceirei the 
homage of 
the heathen, 


And M&rukyns,* a kynge futi fere. 

Wyth hem come mony a worthy knyghte. 
These iiu. kyngee on) here fete be lyghte. 
And come to Sornegowre, wytA-owten lea. 
To crey hym mercy, and axe here pes 
Off )>at they had Mares Slayne. 

But lorde ! the ffreusshe men) were fayne, 
When pe kynge had Partonope 
In hys possessione and in hys sewerte. 
Some lowhen), and some sterte. 

And some wepte for tendernes of herte. 
And Sornegowre was hope glad and Ioyus 
Off Partonope, and ^er-io desyrous 
Wyth hym to speke, wyth-owte lea. 

But a-none per was so grette pres 
To be-holde pys yonge Partonope, 

Eche man) had Ioye on) hym to se. 

Some hym welcome, and some hym kysse, 
The syghte of hym here care made lease. 
The kynge of Fraunce taketh homage 
Off alle pe hepyn), and per-to sure hostage, 

4789. MS. Mavrekyns. 


4792 


4796 


4800 


4804 


4808 


Univ. Coll. MS. 

And Markynne, a king futt feera, 

Wyth hem come many a worthey 
kuyght. 

There Ion re kinges on) foote be lyght. 
And come to Sornogoure wythonten) 
lees 4792 

To Crye hym Mercy and aake hym) pees 
Of that they had Marres slayne. 

But lorde ! the frenchmen were fait 
fayne. 

When) the king had Partanope 4798 
In his possessyon) and in snerte. 

8 om) lowgehn), and Some strete, 

And some wept for tendymesse of hert. 
And Sornogoure was bothe gladde and 
Ioyouse 4800 

Of Partanope, and therto desyrouae 
Wyth hym to speke, wyth-outen lees. 
But there a-none was so grete prees 
To be-holde this yong Partanope, 4804 
Eche man had Ioye on him to see. 

Som) hym welcomed, some him kyase, 
The syth of hym) her care made lease, 
The lung of Fraunce tolde homage 4808 
And ther-to suer hostage, 


Haul. MS. 

And Markyn, a kynge futt fera. 

WitA hem come many a worthy 

__ kynge* on foote be light, 

And come to Somogour, witA-out les. 

To crye hym mercy and aake hym pea 
Of pey hade Mama slayne. 4794 
But pe frenche men were fayne, 

When) pe kynge hade Partonope 4798 
In his possession and In suerte. 

- Som loughen), and som sterte, 

And som wepte for tendernes of herte. 
Somogour was glade and Ioyeus 4800 

Of Partonope and per-to desyrus 
WitA hym to speke, witA-out lea. 

But per anone was so grete preae 
To be-holde pis Partonope, 4804 
Eche man) hade Ioye hym to see. 

Som hym welcomede, som hym kyste. 
The sight of hym per care made lease. 
The kynge of France toke omage, 4808 
And per-to sure ostage, 


knyght. 
These liii 
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That they shulde hym here feytft and trowjw, 

And In hym shaH neuer be slowjie 

Fownden), but in trowpe here honowre 4812 

Euer he wolle safe, and per-wr/tA Somegowre, 

When he herde ]>e deth of Mares, 

He comawndethe hys men) pat aH per pleys 

Shnlde cese and be putte in contynuawnce, 4816 

WhyH they were in ]>e Reme of Fraunce. 

The kynge of Fraunce hath made an) ende 

WytA all pea hepyn), and lefe to wende 

He geuyth hem porowe pe Remme of Fraunce, 4820 

WytA-owte lettynge or dysturbaunce. 

Atte pe departynge of thes ij. kynges, [leafso, b*ck] 
pe kynge of Fraunce geuyth grete pynges: 

He gaffe hem golde, seluer, and come, 4824 

And pot suche plente, pat neuer be-forne 
In Fraunce was sene snche a coate, 


and give* 
them leave 
to pane 
through the 
country. 


He presents 
them with 
magnificent 
gin*, 


Univ. Coll. MS. Karol. MS. 

That they shulde him here fayth and That bey ahulde hym here feyth and 
trouth, trothe [leaf *a. back. 

And in hym shaft neucr be alouth And In hem ahatt neuer be fonda 

nlouthe, 

Foonden, bat that in thought thayre Fonde, but In trouthe and honoure 
honour* tleafM]. 4812 

Evyr he wett sane, and therwyth Ener he wiit saue and per-with 
Sornogoure, Sornogoure, 4815 

When he herde the dede of armea, When) he herde pe dede of armes 

He comaandyd his men that aile her He comondyth at ait perelles ’ 
pleea 

Shulde sees and be pat in contynu- Shnlde sece and pat In contenewance 
aunce, 4816 , 

Whiles they were in the Rewme of Whyle pey were .*n the reme of France 
Fraunce, 

For there they thought no lenger 
aogeourrne, 

Bat besy hem horaward to retourene,* The kynge of France hade made ende 
For the king of Fraunce had made 
an ende 

Wyth alle these hethen), and leve to W»tA ait pis hethyn, and leve to wende 
wende 

He yeuyth hem thurgh the Rewme of He yeuyth hem porwe-out France 4820 
Fraunce, 4820 

Wythouten letting or any dystaunce. WitAout lettynge ore ony dystaunce 

At the parting of these two kinges And departyde of >is ij kynges 

The king of Fraunce yafe grete thinges: The kynge of Fraunce yafo grete 

thyngw.- 

He yafe golde, Seluer, and also Come, He yafe golde, syluer, and also corne, 
And that suen plente as never be-forne Soyche plente was neuer be-fome 4825 

In Fraunce was seen) such a cost, 4826 In France was sen soyche a coate, 

1L 48 18-19 inverted in MS. 
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and assures 
8 omegimrof 
hit friend¬ 
ship. 



departure, 
and the King 
of France 


leaves for 


Paris. 


Off come sucks plente, for att pe Oate 
Was refreshed, yet more gaffe he : 

Clethes of golde and of sylke gret pleute, 

Hone, howndes, berya, and lyonys, 

Goshawkys, sparohawkys, and ryalle facownys. 
Somegowre suche frenshyppe he be-hyghte. 
That homwarde in. hert he ys gladde and lyghte. 
A After J»e kynge his yefftys alle 
Hath I-geffe, bope grette and snutlle, 
Be-pynketh hym grettely Partonope 
Whatte geftes beste geffe may he. 

And for hys wonhyppe sholdc a-ryse 
Grette geftys he gan) to deuyse 
And to departe so plentuosly, 

That men) myghte se so frely 


Neuer man) hys geftys gaffe. 

The hcpyn) kynge sownde awl saffe 


Hys lefe ha)>e taken), and streyghte go)>e he 
The nexte way in-to hys Cuntre. 


The kynge of Frannce be goode a-vyce 


J)e streyghte way holdeth in-to Paryse. 


4828 

# 

4832 


4836 


4840 


4844 


Univ. Coll. MS. 

Of Come cache plentee that alle the 
Ooste 

Waa refreashed. yet more yafe he: 4828 
Clothes of golde and of 8ylk grete 
plente, 

Horaia, honndys, Berya, and lyonna, 
Goehowkia, Sperhawkys, and ryatt 
fawcouns. 

Sornogoure each frendahip he be-liyght 
That nomward in hert he ys gladde and 
lyghk 4838 

After the king his yeftea alle 
Had he yve, oothe grete and amalle, 
Be-thinketh hymgretly now Partanope 
What yeftea best yeve myght he. 4887 
And for hia worship ahulde a-ryse, 
Grete yeftes he ganne devyse. 

And ao to hem aeparte so plenteuoasly 
That men) myght se so fresshly 4841 
Neaer man his yeftes yafe. 

The hethen king sounde and aafe, 

Hia love hath takyn, and 8treyght 
gothe he 4844 

The next way in-to his Countre. 

The king of Fraance by goode devyse 
The streyght way holclyth to Pareys. 


Bawl. MS. 

Of come soyche plente p*t ilke oate 

Was refresshede, yet yeve more he: 4828 
Clothis of golde and sylke grete pleute. 

Hors, honades, beris, lyons, 
Goshaukes, sparehankes, and royatt 
facons. 4881 

Soraogour soyche frenchipe he be-hight 
That homwarde in hert is he light. 

% After >e kynge hade gef his gyftes alt 
Hade he yeve.bothe grete anasmatt, 
Be-thynketh hym gretly pat Partonope 
What yefte hym yeve myght he. 4837 
And for his worchipe shulde aryae 
Grete yeftes he gan) devyse, 

And to hem departyde so plentely 4840 
That men) myght se so freshly 
Nener man) his yeftea yeve 
The hethyn kynge sonde and sane 
Hia leae bathe, and straight gothe he 

The nexte wey In-to his contre. 4845 
The kynge of France be good avyae 
The atreight wey to Parris holdyth he. 
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WytA Somegowre ys Partonope, 

And grette geftes nowe geuetlie he 
To hym and to alt hys Oste, 
pat wytft-owte a passynge coate 
Alle men) 8ayde hyt myghte not be. 

He was bo|>e manly, curteyae, and ire. 

Ther was ney^er Erie, kynge, ne barowne, 
Were he in fylde, Castelle, or towne, 
pat he ne had gefftes grete. 

Hyt semed welt he wolde not lette 
HymVselfe to worehyppe for coate or dyapence. 
Also, for sope, grette neclygens 
Was neuer herborowed in hya person e,* 

He wyste so welle what was to done. 

Ther was neyj>er knygfcte, ne sqnyer of price, 
That they ne had gyfftes of good deuyse. 
Jjer-fore they tlionked hym in hye wyse. 

And ther-to gaffe hym the pryce 
Off manliode, fredome, and curtesey. 

They cleped hym ^e flowre of cheualrey ; 

For in hys geuynge he ofte hem prayde 

4860. MS. protone. 


4848 


4852 


Partonope 
ia highly 

E iaed for 
gene- 
realty and 
courtesy. 


4856 


[leaf 01 ] 


4860 


4864 


4868 


Unit. Coll. MS. 

Wyth Sornogoure ys Parts nope 4848 

'That wythou to a passyng Cooste 
Alle men sayde hit myght not be. 4852 
He was botne manly, curteys, and free. 
Ther was nouther king, Erie, ne baronn), 
Were he In feelde, Castett or town), 
That he ne had yeftea grete. 4856 

Hym -self to worship for cost or dyspence 

Also sothely grete negligence 
Was neuer founden In his persons, 4860 
He wyst so welt what was to done. 
There ne was knyght, ne Squyer of 
pryce, [' leaf». back) 

That they ne hadde gyftes of goode 
deryce; 

Where-fore they thanked hym in hye 
wyse, 4864 

And therto gyffyn him so hye a pryse 
Of manhode, fredom), and cartasye, 

Of worship, nurture, and Clevalrye ; 
For In his gyffing ofte he prayde 4868 


Raxol. MS. 

WitA Sornogoure is Partonope, 4848 
And grete yeftee yeuytli he [leaf ») 
To hym and to alt his oste, 

That witA-out a passenge costs 

Ait men) seyde it myght not be. 4852 

He was wyse, manly, and fre. 

Ther was neyper erle ne barone, 

Where he In felde, castett, ore towne, 
That he ne hade yeftes grete. 4856 

Hit semyde weit he wolde not lets 
Hym-selfe to worchipe for ony dyss- 
pence. 

Also sothly grete neck[l]egennce 
Was neuerfounde In his persons, 4860 
He wyste so wett what he nade to done. 
Ther ne was squyre, ne knyght of pryse, 

But Jiey hade yeftea of good deryse, 

Where-for J>ey thanks hem In here 
wyse, 4864 

Ana >er-to gyfe hym so hye enpryse 
Of manhode, fredom, and cortesey ; 

For In his praynge he hym prayde 
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Furtln, 


Off here goode frenahyppe, and fer-wyih aayde, 

Yeffe euer hyt lay in hys lotte eny pynge 
That hem myghte do ese or plesynge, 

He wolde be eaer redy to do. , 4872 

The hepen) on) the other ayde also 

Hym ponketi grettely, bo the moste and leate, 

OfE hy8 grette yeftes and liya be-heste. 

Butte when Somegowre and Partonope 4876 

Alle-gate ahulde departed be, 

And eche shulde take leue of other, 

They wepte aa powe broker and broker 

For euer ahulde departe on) tweyne. 4880 

8 ornegowre aayde, powe he myglite wynne 

Atte one worde alle Turkye and Fraunce, 

He had leuar haue pe Allyawnce 

Off yonge Partonope pan) pat to Ioye, 4884 

“ And nowe I wotte welle, departe fro yow * 

I moete nedys, pya ya the ffyne.” 

And pcr-wytA he wepte, and pen kynge Furayne * 

4884-85. Three points in MS. after Partonope and welle. 

4885. yow] MS. ye. 4887. MS. Forfyne. 


Univ. Coll. MS. 

Of hia good frendahip, and therwyth 
aayde 

Yeff ener in hia lotte lay any thing 
That he myght do eaae or Ellia pleaing, 
He wolde Den) redy euar to do. 4872 
The hethen) on) the tother ayde also 
Hym thanked gretly, bo the mooste 
and leat. 

Of hia grete yeeftea and hia be-heeate. 
Bnt whan) Somogonre and Partanope 
Algate ahulde de-partyd be, 4877 
And eche ahulde take leve of other, 
They wept aa they had be Brother and 
brother 

That ener they ahulde departe a- 
twynne. 4880 

Sornogoure aayd: “Though I myght 
wynne 

At one worde alle Turky and eke 
Fraunce, 

I had lever haue the delyaunce 
Of yow Partanope than that to Ioye 
now. 4884 

And now I wote welt departed fro yow 
I raoto nedya, this ya the ffyne.” 

And ther-wyth he wepte, and than) 
king Surseyn) 


Bawl. MS. 

Of hia frenchipe, and yet witA aeyde 

Yef euer in hia lot lay onythynge 
That hym myght do eyae ore pleeynge. 
He wolde be redy ener to da 4872 
The hethyn on pe toper ayde also 
Hym tbonketh gretly, moate and leste, 

Of hia grete jrefte and his heate. 

But when) Somogowr and Partonope 
Algate ahulde departyde be, 4877 
And iche shulde take leue of oper, 

They wepte aa pey hade ben broper, 

That pey ahulde departe atwyne. 4880 

Sornogour aeyde: “ pough I myght 
wyne 

At on worde Torkey and Fraunce, 

I hade leuer py dalyance 

Of you Partonope pen pat Ioye nowe. 

And nowe I wilt departe fro vou, 4885 
I moot* nedes, pia is pe fyne/' 
Ther-witA he wepte, and pen Sursyn) 
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Come, and wyt h hym kynge Loemere * 4888 

And kynge Fabar{i]nes, £ey had no perya, 

For kynges they were alle thre, 

And come to speke wyth Partonope. 

Fryste of alt spake Fureyne * )>e kynge 4892 

To Partonope, and sayde : “ Of one )>ynge 
We wolle yowe pray, and pat echo-one, 

Ye wolle va conaelle what were to done.” 

“ Syre,” aayde Furayne,* " J>ya ya no les, Of.«, bk.] 4896 
Ye wotte welle pat decl ya Mares, 

And Gode wotte not Jmrghe owre defawte, 

For falsely vppon) yowe he made a-eawte 

A-yenste pe a-corde of owre parlemente. 4900 

Ther swore * we alle be one asaente 

The ffylde to kepe wett and trewly 

That no man) shalde be so hardy 

To entermete hym on) ey)>er partye. 4904 

And thus 8ware * Mares as wett as I. 

And )>en) we sawe hyt mygftte not ffayle 
That )>e vyctorye of fys batayle 

4888. MS. Leomcre. 4892-96. MS. Furfyne. 

4901. swore] MS. fore. 4905. aware] MS. swake. 


Loemer and 
Km bail n ex¬ 
plain to Par- 
umope that, 
as keeper* 
of the place, 
they have 



death. 
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Come, and wyth liym king Loemere, 
And king Fabumyns, they had a prees, 
For kiuges they were alle there, 4890 
’And come to speke wyth Partanope. 
Foret of alle spake Surayn) the king 
To Partanope, and aayd: “Of oo 
thing [* leaf 37] 4193 

We wollde yow pray, and that echone, 
Ye wolde vs counaayle what were to 
done.” 

“ Qlr,” 8ayde Fureyn, “this ys no 
O lees, 4896 

Ye wote wele that dede ys Marres, 

And God wote not thorow ourc defaute, 
For flasly vpon) yow he made asaaote 
Ayen the acorde of oore parlament. 
There swere we alle by one assent 4901 
The feelde to kepe wele and truly 
That no man) shnlde be so hardy 
To entormete hym) on neyther parte. 
And this swere Marres as wele as we. 
And thanne we sye this myght not 
fayle 4906 

That the victori of this batayle 


Bawl. MS. 

Come, and with hym Loemere. 4888 


Firete of aft spake Surayn J>e kyn^ej 4892 

To Partonope and seyde: “ Of othynge 
We wilt you praye, and pat ichone, 

Ye wolde vs counsel! what to don.” 

H “ 8ir,” seyde Surayn, “ J>ia is no lease, 

Ye wot weft pat dede is Marres, 4897 
And not fiorwe ourc defaute. 

For falaly made on you de saute, 

A-yen )>e corde ofoure parlemente. 4900 
There swere we alt by on sente 
The felde to kepe well and truly 
That no man) snulde be so hardy 
To entermete on neyjwr parte. 4904 
This aware Marres welt as we. 

Then we se we myght not fail! 

That J>e victory of >is bataitt 
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Moste nedes falle to yowre syde. 

Thys Mares wolde no lenger a-byde : 

He toke no hede of othe ne allegeawnce, 

Butte enteryd pe lystee, and gret dysturbawnce 

4908 


Made, for he wolde rescowe hys lorde, 

A-geyne pe ordynavnce and pe accorde 

Off alle pe lordea of bothe partye. 

4912 


Where[-fore] me pynketli, syr, trulye, 

S 


Suche as were kepers of J>e place 

To suche one shulde do no grace, 

Butte done hym lawe * and hye Iustyce. 

So dud we, and J>us in ft/s wyse 

4916 


Ys dec! pat fals Erie Mares, 

That brake hys othe and eke owre pes. 

And per-fore, yef any man) wott [say] pat y * 

In thys case dude ffelonye, 

4920 


Or ony of vs, pe contrary to proue 

I am redy.” And per-wyt/i hys gloue 

4924 

Partonope 
answers that 

He threwe downe ; and Partonope 


all trouble* 

Toke vp pe gloue, and pen sayde he : 


are now 

orer. 

“ Off alle pys stryfe ys made a ende. 

4918. lawe] MS. grace. 4922. y] MS. yc. 

4928 


Univ. Coll. MS. 

Moat nedes falle on youre ayde. 4908 
Thia Marres wolde no longer a-byde : 
He toke no hede of othe ne leygeannce, 
But Entrrd the lyatea, and grete 
diatrourbaunce 

Made, for he wolde reacow bia lorde, 
Agavn) the ordinaunce and acoide 4913 
Of aJle the lordis of bothe party. 
Where-fore me thinkea truly 
Such aa were kepers of the place 4916 
To auch one ahulde do no grace, 

But do hym lawe aud eke Iuatyse. 

So dyd we, and thus in thia wyae 
Ya dede that fala Erie Marres, 4920 
That brake hi8 othe and eke onre pees. 
And therfore, yeff any man) wylle say 
that we 

In thia caaa dyd ffolonee, 4923 

Or ony of va, the contrayri to prore 
I am) redy, ’’ and therwyth his glove 
He threw down) ; and rortanope 4926 
Toke vp the glove, and then) sayde he : 
“ Of alle thia atryfe ya made an ende. 


Raid. MS. 

Moate nedes fatt on youre ayde. 4908 
This Marres wolde no lenger abyde : 
He toke none hede of oure legaimce. 
But enterde and made dyastorbaunce 

Be-cause he wolde reacowe his lorde, 
A-gayne be ordenance and >e acorde 
Of att J>o lorde[s] of bothe partye. 
Where-fore me thynketh truly 
Soyche as were kepe[r> of place 4916 
To aovche on aholde do no grace, 

But ao hym lawe and eke Iuatyce. 

So dede we. and In |>is wyae 
Ya dede bat falae erle Marraa. 4920 
That brake oure othe and oure pea. 
And yef ony man) sey Jwt we 

In pia case dyde felonye. 

Ore ony of va, )>e contrary to prove 4924 
I am redy." And )>er-witA his gloue 
He drewe downe ; and Partonope 
Toke vpe gloue, and J>en seyde he : 
"Of att )na atryfe is made ende. 4928 
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Ecte man) yg kyste and o \er frynde, 

And ecbe yg ahapen) to hya cuntre. 

Lette all J>ea nedelea rehersalea be.” 

And wyt/j yys Partonope liajte take 
Hy8 leue, and ther-wytA the he)>en) make 
Grette heuynes at hys departynge. 

And J»en he prayetli Gode hem brynge 
Safe and welle in-to there cuntre. 

And thus wyt/* worehyppe departethe he. 
And here-wytA-alle Partonope 
The 8treyghte way to Bloys takyth he. 
NOwe y8 Partonope come to Bloya 
And on) a day a-pon) * hya deys 
A-monge hys meyne atte mete he sete 
Alle heuy, and ncyj ter dranke ne ete, 

Butte sette hys eyen) in a place, 

And neuer hem remeuyd of a grette apace. 
Butte hys mayne grette Ioye made, 

Etyn), and dronken), and were rygfite glade. 
And att-wey sate Partonope heuy, 


4932 


[leaf 68] 


4936 


4940 


4944 


The 

htathen 
depart, and 
Partmini* 
return* to 
BloU. 


One day, 
Partonope 
site ellent 
on the dais, 
heary at 
heart, and 

thinking of 
Melior. 


4948 


4941. MS. a pon) a day on); of crossed out before on). 
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Bawl. MS. 


Eche man ys kyat, and others frende, 
*And eche man in-to his Contree. 

Leete alle these nedeles rehersayles 
be.” I* leaf 37, l-aek] 

And wyth these wordys Partanope 
hath take 4932 

His lere, and tlierwyth the hethen make 
Grete heuenesse at his deporting. 

And then) they prayde God hym) bring 
Safe and wele to his contree. 493d 
And Thus wyth worship deportyd he.- 
And there-wyht-alle Partanope 
The stryght way to Bloys tafeeth he. 

N Ow ys Partanope coinen to Bloys, 
And in a day vpon) his doys 4941 
Atnonge his ineyne at mete he sate 
Alle lieuyly, and nother dranke ne ete, 
But sett his yen) in a place, 4944 
And neuer hem remcred on a grete 
space. 

Bat his meyne grete Ioye made, 

Ethen, and dranken), and were ryght 
'lade. 

le-way sate Partanope hevyly, 4948 




Eche man is kyste and o \xr frende, 
And iche man) In-to his contra. 

Let att )»is nedles rehersaH be." 

And witA pis worde Partonope hathe 
take [leaf SO] 4932 

His lene, and J*r-witA Jie hethyn make 
Crete henynes at his departynge. 

Then) )>ey prayede God nym brynge 
Safe and welt In-to her contra. 4986 
And bus witA worchipe departyde he, 
And nere wttA-att Partonope 
The straight wey to Bloyes toke he. 

IT Nowe is Partonope come to Bloyes, 
And on a day vppou )>e doyes 4941 
Amonge his meyne at met ho sat 
Att hevely, and no|*r dranke ne ete, 
But set his eye In o place, 4944 

And not hem remeryde a grete space. 

Bnt his meyne grete Ioye made ; 

They ete and dranke, and were glade. 

Att-wey sat Partonope herely, 4948 
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His mother 
wonders 
at his 
hr* rin ess, 


and asks 
him the 
reason of it. 


Jjynkynge in hys herte besely 
Off ffayre Melyowre, hys ladye ffre, 

Howe longe )>e fcyme ye syn pat he 
Hade be owte of byr syghte, 

And also in whate wyse he mygftte 
WytA-owten) any other-ys offence 
Sonneete come to here presence. 

Hys moder on) hym faste gan) loke, 

And of hys chere grette hede toke. 

She had grette mervayle for * why and whatte 
l>e cause was so heny pat he Sate, 

Her dere aone Partonope. 

Fulle mekely to hym Jms sayde she : 

* My ffayre sone, ye wotte wett thys, 

In alle pys worlde a-lyue )>er nys 
bynge pat better loued shulde be, 

Ne trusted neyper,as pynketli me, 

Then) of a chylde shulde be J»e moder. 

For eche of vs shulde lofe so other, 

That ther shulde none heuynes be 
In yowre herte, )>at a-none to me 
Ye shulde dyscouer and playnely sey. 

4958. for] MS. and. 


4952 


4956 


4960 


4964 


4968 


Univ. Coll. MS. 

Then king in his hert besyly 
Of fayre Melior, his lady free, 

How longe hit ys avthen), that he 
Had ben out* of her sycht, 4952 

And also in what wyse he myght 
Wythouten) any other offynoe 
Sunn eat come to her presence. 4955 

His moder on) hym gan) fast looke, 
And of his cheere grete hede tooke. 

She had grete mervayle for why and 
what I 1 l«f »8] 

The cause was so hevy and made 
Hir dere Son sate, Partanope. 4960 
Fult mekely to hym) thus sayde She : 

“ My fayre Son, ye wote wett this, 

In aJle the worlde on) lyve there nys 
Thing that better loved ahnlde be, 4964 
He trusted neyter, as then kith me. 
Than of the childe shulde be the modyr. 
For eche of vs shulde so love other, 
That ther shulde none hevynesse be 
1 In youre hert, that anone to me 4969 
Ye ahnlde dyscouer and playnly say. 


Ratal MS. 

Thynkynge In his hert besely 
On fayre Melyore, his lady fre, 

Howe longe it is (xit sethe Jwt he 
Hade ben out of here sight, 4952 
And also In what wyse he myght 
WitA-out ony o per offenC9 
Sonneste come to here presence. 

His moder faste on hym gan loke,4956 
And of his chere grete heae toke. 

8he seyde mervett for why and what 

The cause was so heuy and mate 
Her dere son sat, Partonope. 4960 
Futt mekely to hym J>us seyde she : 

“ My fayre son, ye wot weft Jins, 

In att J>e worlde alyue per nys 
Thynge Jwt beter louyde shulde be,4964 
Ne trustede neyjier as thynketh me, 
Then of J>e childe shulde be pe moder. 
For iche of vs shulde shulde loue so oper 
That per shulde no heuynes be 4968 
In youre hert, but anone to me 
Ye shulde discou grand playnly sey. 

[tt. 80 , b.] 
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Ye haue sete nowe thes owres twey 

Ryg&te pensyfe and In grette heuynesse. [leaf « 2 , back] 4972 
Telletlie me nowe yowre grette dystresse. 

Ye seme a man), as ^ynketh me, 

That grettely vry\Ji loue vulnerate be, 

And Jwt yowre herte wytA-owte varyaunce 4976 

Ys hole in yowre louee gouemaunce. 

I conivre yowe, yetf hyt so be, 

J>e verey trowfe ye telle to me, 

By J>e feythe pat a goode cliylde owe 4980 

To hys moder, and lette me knowe 
The verey trowJ>e, and yeff ye be 
In grette dystresse, playnely telle me. 

And yeff ye haue cause to be seke or heyle, 4984 

I may yowe ese wyth my conseyle.” 

“ MOder,” j ten sayde Partonope, 

“ I wotte ryghte wett truly Jxit ye 
Loue me a-boue atl erpely pynge. 4988 

Ther-fore atte yowre comawndynge 
I moste nedes obeysaunte be. 


He Menu to 
be in love. 


Partonope 
eonfeaaea 
that he baa 
a lore. 


Univ. CoU. MS. 

V* liaue sett now this two mylevay 
Byght pensyfe and in grete heu] 
nesse. 

Telle me now what is youre dystresse. 
Ye seme a man, as thenketh me, 497 
That gretly wyth love taken be. 

And that yours hert wythouten varj 
aunce 467 

Is holly in yonre loves gouernaonce, 
Iyow coniure, yf hit so be, 

The verray trouthe that ye telle me, 
By the fayth that a goode childe owe 
To his Moder, and lette me knowe 498 
The verray trought, and yetf ye be 
In grete distresse, pleynly telle hi 
me. 

And yetf ye haue cause to be seek 
or hayle 498 

I may yow ease wyth my counsayle. ” 
“ M Oder," sayde Partanope, 

ItJ. “ I wo te right wele truly tha 
ye 

Love me a-bovealle erthly thing. 498! 
There-fore to vours commaundyng 
I mote nede obeysaunt be. 

U. 4080-81 inverted in M8. 


Rawl. MS. 

Ye haue set pis ij myle wey 
Right pensefe and Iu grete heuynes. 

Tett me nowe youre dysstres. 4973 
Ye seme a man), as thynkss me, 

That gretly witA loue take be, 

And )»t yours hert witA-out varyaunce 

Ys holy In youre loves gouemaunce. 

I you couloyre, yef it so be, 

The verry trothe Jwt ve tett me. 

Be pe foyth Jwt a childe sholde owe 4980 
To his moder, and let me knowe 
The verry trouthe, and yef ye be 
In grete dysstres, playnly tett me. 

Yef ye haue cause to be seke ore heytt, 

I may you eyse witA my counsaitt.” 

IT “ Moder," J>en) seyde Partonope, 

** I wot right wett truly Jwt ye 

Love me aboue att erthly thynge. 4988 
There-fore to yours comondynge 
I moste nedes obey-sante be. 
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And also ye liaue coniured me 
To telle wheder I haue [a loue] or none. 
pe 8o)>e I wolle sey, so motte I gone. 

Trewlye, raoder, a lone I haue, 

That vnder heuen), se Gode me saue, 

Ha)>e no man) snctie one of heye noblesse. 

Frame hyr come alle grettc rycbesse 
That In )>e8 so meres was broghte w»/t h me, 

Off golde and syluer so grette plente. 

As she luste, she may me gye; 

She ha£e of me the Senorye.” * 

Then) seyde hys moder : “ Blessed be J>at lorde 
)7at in gouemaunce haj>e alt )>e worlde, 

And geffe grace J>at for Jhj boste hj/t be.”— 
“Amen),” answered Partonope. 

“ Ys she ryghte ffayre, my sone l telle me.”— 

“ For sothe I notte, moder,” sayde he. 
u Thys ys mervuyle, be Gode aH-myghte. 

So moche as ye haue had J>e syghte 

5001. MS. Sonorye. 


4992 


499S 




5004 


500& 


Unit. CoU. MS. 


Rawl. MS. 


And also ye bane coniuret me 
To telle whether I hane a love or 
none. 4992 

The sothe I wylle say, so mote I gone. 
Truly, moder, a lore I lave, 

That rndyr hevyn), so God me sare, 
Hath no man) such one of high nob* 
lease. 4996 

From) her come alle this grete Rychesae 
That in this Somers ys Drought wyth 
me, 

Of golde and Syluer so grete plente. 
Ana as her lust She may me gye, 5000 
She hath of me the seygnorye.” 
rpHanne sayde his Modyr : “ Ybleesid 
A be that lorde 

That in gouernaunce hath alle the 
worlde, 

And yeve grace that for the lest hit 
be. — 5004 

Amen, ” answerid Partanope. — 

Is 8he ryght fayre T my Son), telle 
me.”— leaf 88, back) 

1 " For sothe, modyr, I note,” sayde he. 
“This ys mervayle, by God almyght. 
So moche as ye haue had a syght 5009 


<« 


I 6 


And also ye haue conlourede me 
To teii wheper I love ere none. 4992 

The sothe I witt sey, so mot I gon. 
Truly, moder, a loue I haue, 

That vnder hevyn), so God me saue, 
Hatlie no man) of soyche nobittnes. 4996 

Fro her come att pis Ryches 

That In his somers I brought w»tA me, 


III 


Of golde and syluer grete plente. 

4nd as she lyste she may gyde me ; 5 
Jhe bathe of mesoueraynete.” 
rhen seyde h® moder: “ Blyssede b 
)>at lorde 

rhat In gouernannee bathe t* worlde, 


And yef grace pat for h® beste it be. ” 


“ Amen),” answerde Partonope. 5005- 
“ Ys she fayre 1 my son, tett me.”— 

“ For sothe, moder, I not,” seyde he. 

“ This is raervett, be God att-myght. 

So moche as ye haue a sight [If. 31] 5009' 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 


British Museum MS. 


189 


Off hyr, and also pe repayre «] 

In here howse, where she ya ffayre, 

Or ells nay, ye can) not telle 1 ”— 5012 

“ For 80 ]>e, moder, alle-]>owe I dwelle 
In her howse, ho)»e day and nygtte, 

Off her had I neuer yette )>e sygfite. 

For she haj>e geffe me in charge, 5016 

powe I be fro hyr and "atte large, 

I shulde neuer beay be 
In no wyse her to se, 

Tylle she fully a-corde per- to. 5020 

And argeyne her comawndement wyH I not do.” 

“FAyre sone,” seyde she, “ hyt ys beste 
Thatte ye kepe alle her be-heste, 

And J>at ye do alle your entente 5024 

To parforme alle her coraawndemente. 

Dyscouer hyr conselle in no wyse, 

Butte besy yowe to do hyr seruyse. 

And spare not for besynes ne labowre. 5028 

Jjynke she ha]>e done yowe grette honowre. 

And I pray Gode, pat syttethe a-boue, 


Hit Ltdv 
hu forbid¬ 
den him to 
try to tee 
ber. 


The mother 
tart he mutt 
obey hit 
Lady. 


Univ. Coll. MS. 

Of her, and also haue had repayre 
In her hons, where She be fayre, 5011 
Or ellia nay, ye canne not telle t ”— 

“ For sothe, modyr, alle-though I dwelt 
In hyr hous. bothe day and nygtit, 

Of her had I yett neuer no syght. 

For Sbe hath geffen roe in charge, 
Though I be from) hir at large, 5017 
I shnlde nerir bcsy be 
In no wvse hir to see, 

Tylle She fully a-corde therto. 5020 
Agayn her comauudement wylle I not 
doo.” 

" TjlAyre 8on),” sayde She, "hit ys 
-T the best 

That ye kepe alle her by-lieest. 

And that ye do alle youre entent 5024 
To parforroe hir comaundement. 
Dyscouer her counsayle in no wyse. 
And besy yow to do hir Serrysse. 

Spare not for besynesse of laboure. 
Tnenkyth She hath do yow ryght grete 
honours, 5029 

And pray God, that sytteth a-bove, 


Rawl. MS. 

Of hir, and also hade repayre 5010 
In hir how[s]e, howe where she be fayre, 

In her howse, both day and nyght, 

Of hir hade I yet neuer no sight. 

For she hathe yeve me In charge, 5016 
Though I be fro hir and at large, 

I shulde neuer besye be 
In no wyse here to see, 

Titt she fully acorde per-to. 5020 

Ayen her comonde-ment witt I not do.” 

" A sone,” seyde she, "it is J>e beste 
That ye kepe att her beheste, 

And t>er-to youre entente 5024 

To parforme her comonderoente. 
Dyscouer her counsett In no wyse, 

And besye you to do here seruyse. 
Spare not for no maner of labure. 5028 
Tnynkyth she hathe do you honours. 

And I proye God, )wt Syttyth aboue, 
1L 5014-13 invert'd in M8. 
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He intends 
returning to 
her on the 
next day. 




Borrowfhl, 
the mother 
goes to the 
King, and 
oom plains 
that hereon 
has been 
lost by the 
deril's en¬ 
chantments. 


Yeffe yowe grace ewer to loue 

Yowre lady, and no wyse forfette 5032 

My fayre sone, when )>ynke ye wyt/i her to mete! ”— 
“To-morowe, moder, efter none, 

When I haue dyned, pynke I to gon). 

My mayne I wyH v/ylh yowe lette, 5036 

I wolle no frynde I haue wytte; 

For, moder, I wolle gone all a-lone.”— 

“ Ye wotte beste, sone, what ys to done. 

Goueme yowe after your entente, 5040 

And br[e]ke not her comawndemente. 

And kepe your conselle fro euery wyghte. 

For on) my syde, be Gode almyghte, 

Hyt shaR be kepte fro euery man). 5044 

And conseR I wolle yowe as I can.” 

The moder and )>e sone departed be. 

An heuy woman) in herte ys she. 

To hys conselle |>ow she a-corde, [Imtcs, back] 5048 

Her hert ys fuR fer fro her worde. 

To [j>e] kynge of Fraunce ys she gonne. 

“ Syr," she sayde, “ What may I done, 


Univ. CoU. itS. 


Raid. MS. 


mav ueuer lore 
idy in no wyae ye foryete. 
8on), when) think ye wyth 
> t 6033 


Yere yow grace that nener the love 
Of youre lady in no 
My fayre 
her mete 
“ To-morow, modyr, after none, 

When) I haue dyned, than) thinke I 
gone. 

Mymeyne wyth yow I wytt lete, 6036 
I wytt no frende I haue nit wete ; 

For, moder, I wylle gone alle a-lone.”— 
" Ye wote beat, Son), what ya to done. 
Gouern) yow after her entent, 6040 
And brake not her coma(n]dement. 

And kcpe your counsayle from) euery 
wight. 

And on) my syde, by God Almyght, 
Hit shaft be kept from) euery man. 

I ahatt hit kepe as wele as I can.” 6045 

5049. Between lent W a*4 leaf 89 one lea/ 
hat been tom out. 


Yove you grace Jwt neuer >e love 
Of yonre lady In no wyae for-yete. 5032 
Sono, when thynke ye wttA here to 
mete! 

“To-roorwe, moder, at after-none, 
When I haue dyenede, J>en thynke I 


gon. 

My meyne wttA you I witt let, 5036 
I witt no frende I haue it wyte ; 

For, moder, I witt gon alone.”— 

“Ye wot, son, beste what is to done. 
Goueme you after hir entente, 5040 
And brake not here comondemente. 
Kepe youre counsett fro euery wight, 

[i leal 31, back] 

And on my syde, be God att-myght. 
Hit shaft be kepte fro euery man). 5044 
I ahatt it kepe as weft as I can).” 

If The moder and )>e sone departyde be. 
An heuy woman in hert is she. 

’To his counsett fought she acorde, 

Her hert is futt ferre fro hir worde. 

To he kynge of France is she gon). 5050 
“Sir,” she aeyde, “what may I done, 
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I sorowfulle wrecfce and wofulle caytyfe 1 
I may he sory I am on) lyfe. 

Ther was neuir woman had suche a harme : 
My sone ys loste by crafle of charme, 

Alle hy pe deuyllys Enchauntemente. 

My sone ys lore, and I am sliente.” 
Ther-wytA a-jione pe kynge of Fraunce, 

In whome wes alle hyr affyaance, 

Toke liyr to hym fulle goodely; 

And in-to a chamber preuely 

They wente to-geder, per as she 

Myghte telle hyr complaynte, and no man se. 

And per she wepte wonderly sore 

Er pat she myghte sey won) worde more. 

When she lefte hyr wepynge, 

Jjese wordes she snyde to pe kynge : 

“ Syr,” she sayde, “ I can not se 
Butte ye * haue loste Pnrtonope. 

When he wes loste in yowre fforestes, 

In Ardem) a-monge pe wylde bestes, 

Ther drewe to hym a pynge of ffeyre, 

As fowe liyt had ben) a woman) or a ladye, 
And bade hym of goode comforte for to be, 
And be-hyghte also pat she 
Shulde brynge hym owte of dysese. 

And wyth hyr wordes so hym dud plese, 

And geffe hym pat tyroe of hauer, 

5069. ye] MS. I. 


5052 


5056 


The King 
takes her 
with him 
into a 

5060 ch * mbtr » 


5064 


and here the 
mother, 
after many 
tears, ex- 

5068 RS-SJI? 

in the Ar¬ 
dennes met 

a tMry, 


5072 


5076 


Ratal. 

I wofutt wreche and caytyfe T 5052 
I am sory I am on lyue. 

There was neuer woman) hade soych 
harme : 

For my sone is loste be crafts and 
charme, 

AM be pe devitt entysemente." 5056 
Ther-w»tA anone >e kynge of Fraunce, 

In whom was here atfyaunce, 

Here to hym he toke futt goodly ; 5060 
And In-to a chambir futt prevely 
They went to-geder, ber as she 
Might tett here complaynt and no man 
ae. 

And per she wepte wonderly sore 5064 


MS. 

Ore )»t she myght sey ij wordes more, 
nd when she lefte hir wepynge, 

)>is wordes she seyde to )>e kynge : 
“Sir," she seyde, “ I can not see 5068 
But ye haue loste Partonope. 

When he was loste In youre fores tee, 

In Arderne amonge wilde bestes. 
There drewe to hym thynge of fayre, 
As it were a woman) ore a lady, 5073 
And bade hym of comforte be, 

And be-hight hym wett Jwt she 
8hulde hym brynge out of dyaseyse. 5076 
And witA her wordes so hym dyde plese, 
And yaf hym per-to grete avere, 
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who mode 
him her 
loYer, at the 
same time 
forbidding 
him the 
eight of her. 


He U now 
going back 
to the fairy. 


The King 
haa, how. 
ever•a 
lovely niece 
who might 
aerre her 
purpose. 


And lie in \at tyme was in grette fere. 

He made wyt h hyr covenaunte 
To be hyr loue and hyr seruante. 

He louethe * hyr beste of any creature. 

Yette of hur persons, sliappe, ne fygure, 

Wyt h hys eyen) he neuer [had] syglite trewly. 
J)ys ys, me pynketh, a mervelowse ffoly. 

Off hyr he hath alle maner plesawnce. 
bus ys he brogftte in |>e deuellya dawnce. 

She hath defended hym in alle degre 
He shulde not besy hym here to se. 

And pus I see welle he ys butte lore. 

And yette y sey yowe furthermore, 

He bydethe no lenger £en to-morowe none. 

He shapythe hym towarde here to gone. 

Thus ys he loste, syr, what sey ye? 

For Goddys loue, syr, consellythe me. 

I haue be-)>oghte tue of won) J>ynge 
Yeffe hyt were to yowre plesynge. 

Wolle ye here no we my devysc? 

I wolle be ruled at yowre a-vys. 

Ye haue a nece, syr,” she sayde, 

“ That ys to mary, and ys a mayde, 

Wyche bathe passynge grette * beawte. 

And \er- to, syr, ye wotte weH J>at she 
Ys wett nerysslted', connynge, and wyse. 
Trewly me )>ynketh she beryth pe pryse 


5080 

5084 

[leaf 04] 

5088 

5092 

5096 

5100 

5104 


5082. lonethe] MS. J>ynkethe. 5102. MS. grette passynge. 


Ravi. MS. 


And Jwt tyme was In grate fere. 

He made witA here a eouenante 5080 
To be hir loue and hir seruaunte. 

He louyth her beste of ony creture. 

Yet of hir shape ne figure, 

WitA his eyen) he neuer sey. 6084 
This me thynketh grate folye. [* leaf 33] 
Of her he hathe alt maner plesauncc. 

1 Thus is he brought In pe devilles daunce. 
She hathe defendyde hym In alt degre 
He ahulde not besye hym here to see. 
Thus 1 see he his but lore. 5090 

And yet I sey forther-more, 

He byte no lenger J>en to-morwe none. 


He purpose the hym to here gone. 5093 
Thus is he loste, sir, what sey ye T 
For Goddes loue, som counsel? gyf me. 
I haue be-)>ought me of o thynge, 5096 
Yef it were to you plesynge. 

Will ye here nowe my devyse ? 

I witt be rulede be youre avyse. 

Ye haue a nyce, sir,” she seyde, 5100 
“That is to marye, and is a mayde, 
Whiche hathe passynge grate beute. 
Ther-to, sir, I wot wott j>at she 
Ys wett nortured, cony[u]ge and wyse. 
Truly me thynke she beryth pryse 

6103. ye crowed out bifor* aba. 
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Off alle maydeuys i» reme of Frounce. 

Yeffe ye a-corde to hys allyawnce, 

Yeff ye wolle J>us sends for hym a-none, 5108 

I shalle telle yowe how py 8 el»ah gone. 

I inoste baue ij. pottys of wyne; 

Hyt moste be goode and Inle ffyne. 

J)e tone I shalle in J»ys wyse a-ray : 5112 

Yeff my sone J>er-olf assay 
A draw^te or tweyne, I wotte ryghte weH 
Hys {>03 te shaft chaunge eue?-y delle. 

Yowre nece to yowe )>e wyne shalle brynge, 5116 

But drynketh not J>e?-off for no-)>ynge. 

Yowre nece J>e»-off shalle drynke I-nowe. 

)>e toper potte shalle be for yowe. 

And lette hem twayne to-geder speke; 5120 

I kepe here dalyance no man) * broke. 

And thys 1 howpe alle shalle be welle.” 

The kynge answeryd : “ I graunte eche delle. [leafM, back] 
Hytys wysdome a man hys frynde to Wynne 5124 

Where Jiorowe ffoly they shulde twynne, 

Be what crafte hyt euer may be.” 

And Jw-wyth a-none for Partonope 

He sent a-none in alle pe haste, 5128 

Chargynge hym he shulde faste 

Come to hym, alle Jiynges lefte. 

Partonope a-bode tylle efte 

Off hys Iomey and off aft hys pynge, 5132 

5121. MS. addt dyd be/ore breke. 


A potent 
drink will 
make him 
change hit 
xuind. 


The Ring's 
niece is to 
bring the 
wine. 


The King 
agrees to 
her plan, 


and sends 
for 

Partonope. 


Raxol. 

Of maydens aft aa In Frannce. 

Yef ye acorde to pis alyaunce, 

Yef ye wift sende for hym anone, 5108 
And I shaft tett you howe ye shaft done. 

I moste bane ij pottes of wyne ; 

Hit moste be good avd I nly fyne. 

The tone I shaft In {ns wysearray: 5112 
Yef my son per-of assay 
A draught ore ij, I wot Right weft 
His {>ought shaft change euery deft. 
Youre nyce to you {« wyne shaft brynge, 
But drynketh not per -of for nothynge. 
Youre nyce I-nowe shaft drynke per-of, 
The toper parte shaft {*rr-in leue. 

And let iche to o per speke ; 5120 

PA RTONOPE. 


MS. 

I kepe here dalyance no man brcke. 
Thus I hope aft shaft be weft.” 

The kyDg answerde : “I graunt iche 
deft. (leaf 82, back] 

Hit is wysdom a mnn his frende to 
wyne, 5124 

Ther borwe foly {*y shuft atwyne, 

Be what crafte pat eu er it be. 
Ther-witA anone for Partonope 
He sent a man) in haft be haste, 5128 
Chargynge hym he shulde faste 
Come to nym, aft thynge lefte. 
Partonope abode tiff efte 
Of his Iorney and of aft thynge, 5132 
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Pfcrtonopc 

comes. 


The maiden 
bars the 
door. 


Description 
of the 
maiden's 
beauty. 


She is 
eighteen 
years of age, 


fond of fine 
attire. 


And In grette haste come to J»e kynge. 

When he was come, £e kynge a-none 
To a wyudowe wytA hym dyde gone, 

And ther they fylle in mery talkynge 
Off dyuerse J>ynges ; ^er-wytA kynge 
Bade alle men) owte of chamber goo, 

Safe the ladye and they too,. 

And )>e mayde, wyche rose vp faste, 

And after hem barred J>e dore in haste. 

Thys fayre mayde, wyche ys to marye, 

Her bewte dyscry fayne wolde I 
Affter )>e sentence off myne auctowre. 

Butte I pray yowe of J>ys giette labowre 
I mote at £ys tyme excuseil be, 

Off £e ffeture to reheree )>e bewte. 

Xvi\j. yere she wes of age, 

Semely of stature, borne of hye parage. 

Hur herte was sette grettely in on) pynge 
To be ffreshe a-rayed in clojiynge, 

Enbrowdetf wytA perle in strawnge wyse. 
per cowde hyt no man) lyghtely deuyse 
To telie owte playnely here entente. 

Here forehede was brod, here browes bente, 
Hyr here was bloye, streyghte wes hur nose, 
Hur colowre rody lyke to the rose. 

Off sangweyne wa$ hur complexione, 

)>e here of hur browes were sum-dele browne, 
The skynne of hur necke was lyly whyte. 

She wes not lene, but flesly a lyte. [leafed 


5136 


5140 


5144 


5148 


5152 


5156 


5160 


Ritcl. 

And in grete haste come to J>e kynge. 
When) he was come, kynge anone 
To a wyndowe wttA hym dyde gon), 

And per pey fait In many talkynge 5138 
Of dyuerse materia; and )>er-witA pe 
kynge 

Bade att men) ont of chambir goo, 

Safe l>e lady and pey two, 

And l>e mayde, whiche rose faate, 5140 
And barrede pe dore J*n In haste. 

This fayre mayde, which is to marye, 
His beute dyscrye wolde I 
After J>e sentence of myn autor. 5144 
But I praye you of pis labure 


MS. 

That I may at pis tyme excusede be 
Of euery fetture to reherse >e beute. 
xviii yere she was of age, 5148 

Symly of stature, borne of high parage. 
Hir hert was set gretly In o thynge 
To be freshe aiTayde In clothynge, 
Enbrawderde parte in strange wyse. 

To teit out playnly hir avyse, 5158 
Her forhede brode and straight nose, 
Hir coloure rede lyke a rose. 

Of sangwen her complexcion, 5158 
The here of here browis were browne, 
The shyn) of hir nyke was lyiiy whyte. 
She was not lene, but flesshly a lyte. 
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Smale armes she had and hondys ffayre, 

She was curteyse, lowly, and debonayre. 

Clethed she was In samette ffyne, 5164 

Atte hur owne delyte welle shapyn). 

She was sette i»i ffreshenesse of goode a-raye. 

She was as frealie as )>e rose in maye. 

Off alle hur bcwte I make a ffyne. 5168 

The kynge of Fraunce nowe axotfie wyne,* 

Thys mnyde gothe vri/th goode chere, 

And ffyllethe a cuppe of pat pychere, 

Wyclie ^e moder of Partonope 5172 

Hadde so a-Rayed yeff J>at he 
Off pat wyne drynke a drawghte, 

That a-none he shalle-be caughte 

In 8ucho wyse he shulde for-yete 5176 

Melyowre, hys fayrc lady swete. 

The mayde bryngeth pe kynge J>e wyne, 

That of J>e poysen) was inyghty and ffyne. 

The kynge knewe alle J>e crafte welle, 5180 

He kyssed J>e cuppe, but neuer a dclle 
Ther-of he dronke, but J>us he saytle : 

“ Berythe my coi)e, fayre mayde, 

To my cosyn Partonope. 5184 

And I commawnde that also ye 
Drynke to hym and make hym cliere.” 

Thys mayde hape bope connynge and manere, 

After L 5169 MS. addt: 

He kyssythe >e cuppe but neuer a delle [he crossed out ] 
drauke he 

He ravghte >e cuppe to Partonope ys moder fre. 


courteous 

and 

debonair. 


The maiden 
bringa the 
wine to 
the King. 


The King 
does not 
touch it, 


bat bids the 
maiden bear 
the cap to 
Partonope. 
and drink, 
herself. 


Ravil. MS. 

Smale armes and hondes favTe. In soyche wyse he shulde for-gete 5176 

She was courteys and eke debonayre. Melyore, his lady swete. 

Clothyde she was In fyne satvn, 5164 The.mayde bringyth kynge wyne, 

*Wett I-shape, for euer here aelvte That of J>is poyson [was] myghty and 

Was set In freshnes of array ; P leaf S3J fyne. 

She was as freshe as rose Iue may. The kynge knewe J>ia crafte wett, 5180 

Of att here beute I make a fyne. 5168 And kyssede )>e coppe, but neuer a dett 

The kynge axede after his wyne. There-of he ne dranke, but J>us sayde : 

This mayde goth w»tA good chere, “ Beryth my coppe, fayre mayde, 

And fylde a coppe of pe pichere To my cossyn Partonope. 5184 

Wliiche )>e moaer of Partonope 5172 And I comonde also Jwt ye 

Hade bo arrayde )>at yef Jwt he Drynke to hym and make hym chere.” 

Of )>ia wyue drynke a draught, This mayde hade conynge and manere, 

That anone he shulde be caught 

0 2 
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His cheer 
changes. 


8he and 
Partonope 
drink of the 
powerful 
wine; 


he looks on 
her beaut/ 
and forgets 
Melior. 


He kisses 


She bare )>e cuppe to Partonope. 

“ Syr,” she sayde, “ pe kynge woH pat ye 
Drynke of pys cuppe, I shaH be-gynne.” 

She purposytlie fully hys loue to wynne, 
She dronke fryste, and pen dronke he. 

Thy8 wyne was lusty, and Partonope 
Sette cuppe to mowpe, and better assayde, 
And per-wytA-aH he prayde fe mayde 
She wolde drynke to hym a-geyne. 

And so they dronke pat bope they bene 
Welle I-wette, and pen) Partonope 
Off pys mayde behelde so pe bewte. 

That wijth hnr loue he wes so take, 

He had for-yete Melyowre hys make. 

And wyt h pys mayde he felle in talkyngc 
Off dyuerse materes, pat of o pynge 
Hys moder was syker by hys chere 
He had for-yete hys olde ffere. 

Hys chere gan) chawnge, hys blode gan) ryse. 
Thys mayde wes plesawnte in aH wyse; 

To loue hym beste wes alle hur luate. 

Fulle ofte tymes pys mayde he kyste. 


5188 


5192 


5196 


[leaf 65, tuck] 


5200 


5204 


5208 


Unit. Coll. MS. 


And wyth this Mayde he fylle in Talk¬ 
ing [leaf 89] 5202 

Of dyuefr]s maters / that of oo thing 
His raoder was syker by his chere 5204 
That he had for-yete his olde fere. 

His chere ganne chonge, his bloode 
gan) ryse. 

This mayde was plesannt in alle wyse ; 
To love hir best was alle his lyst; 6208 
Futt ofte tymes this mayde he kyst. 


Raxol. MS. 

And hare Jie coppe to Partonope. 5188 
“ 8tr,” the seyde, “ kynge wilt pit ye 
Drynke of >is coppe, I shaft be-gynne.” 
8he porposede hir his loue to wyne. 

She dranke firste and J>en dranke he. 
This wyne was lusty, and Partonope 
Set coppe to mouthe, and beter assayde. 
And )*r-wttA-*tt he prayede J>e mayde 
She wolde drynke to hym ayen). 5196 
And so }*y dranke pat bothe >ey bene 
Weii wet, and J>en Partonope 
Of pis mayde so be-helde )>e beute 
That wttA here lone he was so take, 5200 
He hade for-yet Melyore his make. 

And wttA pis mayde fitt In talkynge 

Of dynerse mater, and of o thynge 
His moder was sekere be his chere 5204 
•That he hade for-yete his olde fere. 

His chere gan) change, his blode to ryse. 

[HeafSS, back] 

This mayde was plesant In aft wyse ; 

To lone here beste was his luste. 5208 
Fntf ofte tymes pis mayde [he] kyste. 
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To liym so plesawnte was pya mayde 
\)at atte pe laste to hur he sayde : 

“ Yowre beawte and yowre goodely chere, 
Yottr seraely poorte, your womanly mane re, 

In my trewe hert arnc prynted so, 
pat where pat euer I ryde or goo 
Ye ar my loue and lady souCT-eyne. 

And to bryage me owte of peyne 
Graunte me nowe to be my loue.”— 

“ Syr," sayde )>e mayde, “ be Gode a-boue, 

On) a condycione ye graunte me 
To be my husbonde, I woH be 
Euct- redy atte your comawndemente.”— 
u I graunte to parforme your entente,” 

Sayde thys yonge Partonope. 

Thus in )>ys wyse a-corded they be. 

Yette of pya foly haue I no mervayle; 

For a ryghte sober man), wyt/i-owten flfayle, 
Wyth drynke and dalyaunce and grette delyte, 
Off so fayre wone mygfcte in suche plyghte 


the beauti¬ 
ful maiden, 

and aaka 

her to be 

5212 bu love. 


5216 


8hecon- 
eenta on 
condition 
that he 
promisee 
to be her 
husband. 

Partonope 
is willing. 


5228 


5220 


5224 



Univ. Coll. MS. 

To liym so plesaunt was this mayde 
That at the last to hir he sayde : 
"Your high beaute, your goodely chere, 
Your semely porte, your womanly 
manere, 5213 

In my trcw hert are paynted soo 
That where that eu tr I ryde or goo 
Ye are my love and lady soueravgne. 
And to bring me oute of payne ' 5217 
Graunte me now to be my love.”_ 

“Sir," sayde the Mayde, “by God 
a-bove. 

On a condicion) that ye graunt me 5220 
To be my hosbond, I wylle be 
Euer redy at youre coinaundement.”— 
I graunte to parforme alle youre 
entent,” 

Than sayde this youg Partanopc 5224 
Thus in this wyse a-corded we be.” 
Yett of his foly haue I no mervayle ; 
Tor a right Sosour man, wythouten 
fayle, 

Wyth drinke and daliaunce and grete 
delyte 5228 

Myght be brought in such plyte 


Raid. MS. 

To hym so plesant was pis mayde. 

Thus at laste to here he seyde : 

“ Youre high beute, your goodly chere, 
Youre symly porte, youre womanly 
manere* 5218 

In my trewe hert are peyntyde so 
That where Jwt euer I ryde ore goo 
Ye are my loue and lady souerayne. 
And to brynge me out of payne 5217 
Graunt me nowe to be my loue.”— 
“Sir,” seyde J>is mayde, ‘ 1 be God above, 

On on condicion) bat ye grante me 
To be mv hosbonde, and I wiii be 5221 
Euer redy at youre comondemente. ”— 
** I graunt to parforme youre entente,” 

Then) seyde >is yonge Partonope. 5224 
Thus In pis wyse acordyde |>ey be. 

Yet of his foly haue I [no] merveit; 

For a right sobure man) samfaiit, 

WitA drynke and dalyance and grete 
light 5228 

Of so fayre on) myght [in] suche plight 

5213. MS. Youre symly porte, your high chere 
And also youre womanly manere. 
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The King 
psnoades 
rmrtonope 
to wed hit 
niece, and 
promisee 
him great 
riches. 


Be brogbte to axe hur of hur grace, 

Beynge bo|>e in so preuey a place. 

Ther were no mo folke but they to, 5232 

Safe J>e kynge and hys moder per were no mo, 

Lokynge owt© atte a wyndowc and talkynge 
Howe they myghte Par ton ope In brynge 
To lofe thys mayde and for-yete Melyowre. 5236 

The kynge a-none, wytA-owte more, 

Cleped to hym Partonope. 

“Cosyn),” he sayde, “howe lyke ye 
Be my nece, wyebe ys to marye ? 5240 

By owre lady pat in heuen syttetlie on) hye, 

Yeff ye wolle haue hur to your wyffe, 

As I am trewe kynge, aH my lyffe 

I shaH be to yowe goode lorde and souereyne. 5244 
For ye sliaH truste me fulle and plavne : 

I shaH geffe yow townes, Castelles, and Cyte, 

And off all ryches grette plente. 

Off aH men) on) lyfe I truste yowe beste.” 5248 

Hys moder on) hur syde made grette heste. 

5241. on)] perhaps an) T 


Univ. CoU. MS. 


Ha id l. MS. 


Of so fayre one to aake hir of hyr grace, 
Beying bothe in so pryve a place. 

There were no folke but thay towo, 5282 
Sane the king and his raodyr raoo, 
Loking onto of a wyndow and talking 
How they myght Partanope bring 
To love this mayde and leve Mehoure. 
f PHe king anoue, wythouten) more, 

- 1 - Clepyd to hym Partanope. 5288 
* * Ooeyn, he sayde, * * how lyke ye 
By my nyece, which ys to Marye t 5240 
By onre lady of hevyn) that meu to calle 
and crye, (leaf 39, back) 

Yeff ye wylle hane hir to youre wyfe, 
As I am) true knight, alle my lyfe 
1 shatt bo to yow goode lorde and 


5244 
playne: 
:11m and 


soneraygne. 

For ye shaft trust me futt and 
I shatt yeve yow twones, Caste! 
citee, 

And of alle rychesse futt grete plentee. 
Of alle men a-lyve I trust yow best.” 
modyr in hir syde made grete 
heeste. 5249 


Be brought to aske here of hir grace, 
Beynge bothe In so prevy place. 

Ther were no folke but )»y two, 5282 
Safe pe kynge and his moder also, 
Lokynge out of a wyndowe talkynge 
Howe pry myght Partonope Iu brynge 

H The kynge anone, witA-out more, 
Clepyde to nym Partonope. 

‘' Cossy n), ” he seyde, * * howe leke ye 
Be my nvee, whiche is to marye 1 5240 
Be oure lady, to whom I crye, 

Yef ye witt haue here to youre wyfe, 

As I am trewe knyght, att my lyfe 
1 shatt be to you good lorde ana souer- 
ayne. 5244 

For ye shatt truste me playne : 

*1 shatt yeve you castelles and Cote, 

[l leaf 84] 

And of att Ryches grete plente, 

Of att men) on lyve I truste you beste. ” 
His moder on hir syde made grete 
heste. 5249 
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They yede so to hym not for to lye, 


19< 

He accorded hym fully to pys IFolye. 


He agrees. 

Hys moder was gladde tho owte of mesure, 

And made hew» eche oder to ensure. 

5252 

pe kynge by J>e honde he toke )>e mayde,* 


The King 

And Partonope J>us he sayde* : 


form ally 
gives him 

“'njys woman) I yeffe yowe to your wyfe, 

In Ioye for euer to lede your lyfe, 

And so I pray Gode hyt mote be.”— 

5256 

the maiden. 

“ I thonke yowe, syr,” sayde Partonope. 


and 

He wende ail £ys had ben) ryghte welle, 

Hys olde loue was for-gete eche a delle 

He kysseth hys loue, he makethe hur chere. 

He was in wyH, had he leysere 

5260 

Partonope 
thanks him. 

And place, pys ys syker as daye, 

For to haue pleyed )>e comyn) play 

Off wyche thes louers haue suche plesaunce, 

For Melyowre was clene owte of Remembraunce. 

5264 


Thus wes he falle to novelry. 

5268 


5254. MS. may den). 5255. he sayde] MS. they sayden). 



H 


Univ. ColL MS. 

They yede so to hym not for to lye, 
He a-corded hym fully to this folye. 
The moder was gladde that wythout 

* n i esut !’. 521 

And made hem fast eche other ensure 

The king by the haude tho toke t] 
mayde, 

And 10 Partanope thus he sayde : 
“This woman I yeve yow to yoi 
wyfe, 

In Ioye for euer to lede your lyfe, 
And so I pray God hit euer mote be. 

*'I y° w » Sir,” sayde Partauoi 
He wende alle this had bene tyu 
wele, 52 

His olde love was forgete eche dele. 
He kysseth his love, he maketh h 
chere. 

He was in wylle, had he hadde leysei 
And place, this ys syker as day, 

To haue pleyed the comon) play 
Of which these lovers haue su 
plesaunce, 

For Melioure was dene oute of reraei 
braunce. 

Thus was he falle to novellerye. 


Bawl. MS. 

They yede so to hym not for to lye, 

He a-cordyde fully to his folye. 

The moder was glade >ot out of meaure, 

And made hem sure iche to o|wr. 5263 
The kynge toke )w mayde be J>e honde, 

And has Partonope he seyde : 

“ This woman) I yeve you to wyfe 5256 

In Ioye for euer to lede your lyfe, 

And so I praye God it euer may be.”— 
“ I thanke you, air," seyde Partonope. 
He wende aii )>ia hade ben wett, 5260 

His olde loue was for gete iche dett. 

He kyste his loue, and maketh hir 
chere. 

He was In wilt, while he hade leyBer 
A[nd] place, J>is ia seker as day, 5264 
To haue pleyde )>e comyn play, 

Of whiche >is louers haue soych plos- 
aunce. 

For Meliore was cleno out of remem* 
braunce. 

Thus was he fait [to] novelly. 5268 
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The Poet 
will never 
forsake lift 
Lady. 


PartAnope 
bolds the 
maiden in 
his arms. 


She tells 
him she is 
bap^y^that 

saved him 
from his 
old love. 


Thus was gretfce merveyle, for trewly I 
Shulde neuffr haue be brogthe in pat plyghte, 

Off ony oper to bane Ioye or delyte 

Butte of my lady, Jx*t ys my souereyne; 5272 

I telle yowe trowjie, I can) not feyne. 

Fresahe and lusty ys Partonope; 

For in liys armes hys loue ha]>e he, 5275 

Wyche he hath geton) hym fresshe and newe. (leaf ee, back) 
He seyetfie to hyr be wott be trewe. 

And she wyth hym falleth in Dalyaunce 
Off maters of loue and of bye plesaunce ; 

Wyt h kyssynge and talkynge she ys fatt in boldenesse. 
When wymmen be wett they can) not cese. 5281 

Wyt/i gladde chore to hym she sayde: 

“ My dere herte, fulle weH a-payde 

Alle my lyffe-dayes ben) may I, 5284 

That I haue conquered yowe so wysely. 

For be crafte I haue yowe take, 

And made yowe fully to for-sake 

Yowre olde loue, and fully to me 5288 

Ye ben) ensured euer trewe to be." 


Univ. CM. MS. 

This vs grete mervayle, for I truly 
Shulde haue beu) brought in that plyte 
Of any other to haue had Ioye or 
delyte, 5271 

But of lady that ys my soueraygne ; 

I telle yow theug, I canne not fayne. 
Fressh and lusty ys Partanope ; 5274 

For in his armes his love holdos he, 
Which he hath geten hym fressh and 
new. 5276 

He sayde to hir he wolde be trew. 

And She wyth hym) ys fallen in 
daliaunce 

Of Maters of love and hight plesaunce. 


Bawl. MS. 

This is grete mervett, for iche truly 
Shulde neuer a brought In tut plight, 
Of ony oper to haue Ioye ore delyte, 

But of my lady and ray souerayne ; 

I tett you trowthe, I can not fayne. 
Freshe and lusty is Partonope, 5274 
For In his armes his love holdyth he, 
Whicbe he hathe gottyn bym newe. 

He seyde to here he wolde be trewe. 
She witA hym is fatt In dalyaunce 

Of matms of love and high plesaunce, 
W ith kyssenge and talkynge is fatt in 
dalyaunce. (» leaf 34, back) 5280 
When women) beth wett I can) not sese. 
With glade chere she to hym seyde: 

“ My uere hert, futt wett payde 
Alt my lyve-dayes be may I, 5284 
That I haue conauerede so wysly. 

1 For be crafte I naue you take, 

And made you fully to for-sake 
Yonre olde love ; and holy to me 5288 
Ye be ensurede euer trewe to be.” 
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When of hya loue he herde hur speke, 

Hys herte hym J>o$te for sorowe shulde breke. 

Alle pensyfe stylle a grette whyle he aytte. 5292 

Iu thya |>ynkynge a-yeu) h ys wytte 
Ys come to hyin aH ffresshe and newe. 

“ All[a]8 ! ” )K)ghte he, “ I am vntrewe 

To hur )x»t ys my souej-eyne ladye.” 5296 

And per-wytA-att he sterte vp feraly, 

And to pe dore streghte he wente. 

The barre in hys hondo he hente, 

And openyd )>e dore in grette haste, 5300 

And porowe pe hatt keyed ffaste. 

In-to pe porche he come rennynge, 

Hys horee he fownde per redy stondynge. 

Vppon hys horse in haste he lepte, 5304 

More of hys trowpe toke he no kepe. 

A-none as pe kynge wes war of pys, 

A sory man) for sope he ys. 

He cursed pe moder and hur Enchawntmente.* 5308 
The newe loue also for all pys ys shent. 

In grette haste rydethe Partonope 
To the casteH of Bloys, and tenderly wepyth he* 
Thynkynge on) hys lady Melyowre, 5312 

Howe of hys herte she ys pe tresowre, 

And he hath hur serued so falsely. 

In hys herte he fynte hym gyltye. [lemfari 

Whome in haste he cometh rydynge ; 5316 

5308 MS. Enchawnsme?tte. After 5314 catchicord In hys lierte. 


At theae 
words 
Partonope 
recovers 
his senses. 


He starts 
up, unbars 
the door, 
and rides in 
haste back 
to Blois. 


The King is 
angered and 
curses 
Partnnope's 
mother and 
her enchant¬ 
ments. 


Bawl. 

When of his love he herde hir spoke, 

His hert hym pought wolde breke. 

Alt uensefe a grete while ho sate. 5292 
In his hert thynkynge agayne his 
wyte 

Ys come to hym freshe and newe. 

Allas ! ” he ponght, “ I am vntrewe 
To hir >at is my souerayne lady." 5296 
And per-witA he stert vp freshly. 

And to pe dore straight he wente. 

The harre In his honde he hente, 

And oppymle pe dore In haste, 5300 
And porwe pe hatt he hyede faste. 

In-to pe porche he come rynvnge, 

His hors he fonde redy stondynge. 


MS. 

Vppon) his hors In haste he lepte, 5304 
More of bis trouth toke he no kepe. 
When pe kynge was ware of pis, 

A sory man) for sothe he is. 

He courssedc his moder and hir en- 
chantmente. 5308 

The newe love also is I-shente. 

In grete haste rydea Partonope 
To pe castett of Bloyes, and sore wepte 
he, 

Thynkynge on his lady Melyora, 5312 
Howe of his hert she is pe tresonre, 
And he hathe her seruyde fnlsly. 

In hi# hert he fyndes hym gylty. 5315 
To Pountyfe In haste he come rydynge; 
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Partonope 
ahnts htm- 
aelf up in 
a chamber, 
weeping end 
Umentfng 
•orely. 


He refueee 
to a ee his 
mother. 


She has 
caused all 
hie grief. 


He bids her 

go. 


Frome hys meyne he hydythe hys wepynge. 
Fro me bys horse lepetfce, and streghte gothe 
In-to hys chamber, for he ys lofche 
Hys meyne sliulde knowe of hys dysese. 

He byddytho hem voyde, J>ys ys no lese. 
They voyde hys chamber in grette haste; 
After hym he barrethe the dore ffaste. 

Nowe by hym-selfe he ys allone; 

He makethe sorowe and moche mone. 

He cursythe the cunselle of pe kynge, 

He hatythe hys uewe loue a-boffe aH Jjynge. 
The kynge, )>e moder, and hys loue, 
Herde tydynges J>at a-bofe 
In-to a chamber was Partonope 
Go to slepe. “bat may not be,” 

Sayde hys moder, “ for no-J»ynge. 

AH for no^te pen were owre charmynge.” 

To hys chamber she yede in haste, 

The dore she fownde barred faste. 

She knocked J>er-ate, and faste gan) crye : 

“ VnXlo the dore, sone, hyt am I.” 

AH for noghte he lette hur be, 

And J>en he sayde: “ For sothe ye 
Haue fro me take my erthely Ioye; 

And mowe I ones departe fro the. 

Ye shaH neuer efte haue Ioye of me. 

Gothe forthe yowre way, and lette me be.” 


5320 


5324 


5328 


5332 


5336 


5340 


Kawl. MS. 


Fro his meyne he hydyth his wepynge. 
Fro his hors he lepyth and streignt 
gothe 5318 

In-to his chambir, for he is lothe 
His meyne shulde knowe his dysseyse. 
He byddes hem voyde, |>is is no lese. 
They voyde his chambir in grete haste. 
After hem he barres >e doro faste. 

Nowe be hym-selfe he is alone, 5324 
He maketh sorwe and moche mone. 

1 He conrseth J>e counsett of >e kynge, 

[l leaf 35] 

And his newe love above att J>ynge. 
The kynge, his moder, and his love 
Herde tydynges Jwt vp above 6829 
In-to a chambir was Partonope 
Goon to slepe. “ pat may not be,” 
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Scvde his moder, “ for nothynge. 5332 
An for nought were oure charmy[ii]ge.” 
To his chambir she yede In haste. 

The dure she yede, and founde sperede 
faste. 

She knokede faste, nnd loude dyde 
crye: 5330 

“ Vndo >e dore, son, it am I.” 

AH for nought he let here be. 

Then) he seyde: “For sothe ye 
Hane fro me take my erthly make and 
Ioye; 5340 

And nowe I am departyde fro you 
a-weye. 

Ye shaH neuer after haue Ioye of me. 
Gothe furthc youre wey, and let me 
be.” 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



203 


BiHttsh Museum MS. 


Thys lady wepynge went hur way, 5344 

Wenynge fully, pys ys no nay, 

She had to hym no trespas do. 

Partonope a-none, os she was go, 

Be-pogbte hym: “ Yeff I a-byde here, 5348 

The kyngc and my moder wytA wepyng* chere, 

WytA mony a-nother, scliolde wonder on) me,” 

And a-noper whyle pus poghte he: 

“ My loue, my lady, my hertys leche, 5352 

I wolle me besy yowe for to seche. 

For I haue not so grettely a-geyne resone [i«*f «r, Uck] 
Forfete to bur, butte grace and pardone 
I may axe of hur and haue. 5356 

Off pat I haue do, so Gode me sauc, 

WytA att my hert I me repente, 

And mercy [crye] wytA goode entente.” 

And wytA pys poghte he rose vp faste. 5360 

The dore he vnbarred in grette haste, 

And went hys way fuH heuely. 

And for men) shulde hym not aspye, 

Ouer hys eyen) be keste hys bode, 5364 

And to a man) pat to-fore hym stode 
He sayde : “ No lenger loke pou a-byde, 

Butte fecche my horse, for I wolle ryde 

A lyteti way for to desporte me 5368 

• • • 

AH alone; for of my meyne 

Atte pys tyme grettely haue I no nede.” 

Thus aH alone forthe be yede. 


8be (toes, 
weeping. 


Partonope 
will uk 
hie Lady's 
pardon, 


and repents 
of his 
actions. 


He leaves 

secretly, 


and riding 
forth, 


Raul. 

This lady wepynge went hir wey, 5344 
Wenyfnjge fully, pis is no nay, 

She hade to hym a trespas do. 

Partonope anone, as she was goo, 

He >ougnt: “ Yef I abyde here, 5348 
The kynge and my moder witA wep¬ 
ynge chore, 

WitA many op cr shutt wonder on me.” 
Anoper while pus pought he : 

“My loue, ray lady, my hertis leche 
I witt me besy for to seche. 5353 
For I haue gretly agan) resoune 
For-fet to here ; grace and pardoune 
I may aske of hir and haue. 5356 
Of pat I haue do, so God me saue, 


MS. 

WitA ait my hert I me remnte, 

And mercy crye witA good entente." 
WitA Pat bought he rose vp faste. 5360 
The dore ne vnbarrede In haste, 

And went his wey hevely. 

For hi9 meyne shulde hym not spyc. 
Oner his eyen) he caste his hode, 5364 
And to a man pat be-fore hym stode, 

1 He seyde : “No lenger pou a-byde, 
But feche my hors, for I wilt ryde 
A lytitt while to dyssporte me 5368 
Attalone; forof my meyne [>ieafS6,iwck) 
At pis tyme haue I no nede.” 

Thus alone furtlie he yede. 
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he meets the 
knights who 
brought him 
the sumpter- 
horses. 

They greet 
him, 


tell him of 
hi* ship, 


and then 
disappear. 


On the Loire 
the boat is 
lying ready. 


His horse 
and hounds 
become 
invisible. 
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And thus alone as he rode musynge, 

Knyghtes sodenly hym come metynge, 

Off wyche I haue fcolde of be-fore, 

J)at broghte hym hya somere vryth aH hys tresowre. 

The[y] saluyd hym fnlle godely, 5376 

And pen they seyde : “ Syr, grettely 
Off your lady desyred ye be. 

Gothe yowr way, for atte £e ssee 

Yowre bote, your shyppe, per ys redy. 5380 

The tyde a-bydethe yowe trewly, 

And )>e wynde and the weder at wyH ye* haue."— 

“ Off the8 tydynges, so Gode me safe, 

I thonke yowe grettely,” seythe Partonope. 5384 

Ami wytA pat worde J>es knyghtes be 
Sodenly gon), he wotte ner where. 

And he rydethe forthe to pe water of Lere. 

When he come per, redy he fownde 5388 

A fayre bote stondynge by pe londe, 

Where-In he fownde a ffeyre bedde made. 

Partonope per-off wes wonder gladde. 

Shortely, no lenger wolde he a-byde, 5392 

Butte got he to botte, and weder and tyde iieafM] 

Wes att redy ryghte to hys plesyre. 

Downe oh) pe bedde he hym leyde at leysere ; 

He foghte per for to slepe a wynke. 5396 

Nowe shuH ye here a wonder )>ynge : 

Hys horse, hys lemerys noghte he seye, 

e 

5875. MS. rather semers. 5882. ye] MS. they. 


Haiti. MS. 


And alone as he rode mvsynge, 5372 
Kny[g]ht« sodenly hym come metynge, 
Of whiche I h«ue tolde be-fore, 

That brought hym somers witA 
tre 80 ure. 

They saluede hym futt softely, 5376 
And pen) bey seyde : “ Sir, gretly 
Of youre Indy desyrede ye be. 

Gothe youre wey, for at J>e see 
Youre bote, youre ship per is redy. 5880 
The tyde abydes you, and truly 
The wynde and weder at witt ye 
haue."— 5382 

“ Of J>is tydynges, so God me sane, 

I thanke you hertly, ’’ seyde Partonope. 


And witA )x*t worde >ese knyghtes be 
Sodenly gon, he wot neuer where. 

He rydytn furthe to pe water of Loyre. 
When) he come ber, redy he fonde 5388 
A fayre bote rccly be pe londe, 
Where-In he fonde a fayre bede made. 
Partonope per -of was wonder glade. 
Shortly, no lenger wolde he abyde, 
Bout gothe to bote ; weder and tyde 
Was redy dight to his plesure. 5394 
Downe on J>e bede he toke his leysere ; 
He Jiought per to slepe awhile. 

Ye shaft here a wonder thynge : 

His hors, his lemers not he se, 5396 
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The knygfetes lie no-J>ynge were bye. 

The bote was goueraed in pe see. 

A wonder pye ys, as pynketfce me. 

The bote streygfite hym broghte to pe shyppe. 
When he was In, he toke grette keppe : 

For hys horse, hys lemers per he fownde, 
Wyche be-hynde hym on) the strownde 
Hed be lefte, for so wende he. 

And pua forthe saylethe Partonope 
Jjorowe pe water wyche ys called [L]oyre, 

Tytt he entered Chyffo Deoyre, 

Wyche ys chyffe hauen of pat cuntre. 

Fro J>e shyppe to pe londe streyghte gopc he. 
Master of pe shyppe, ne gouernowre 
Sawe lie none, and streghte to pe tow re 
Off hys lady nowe rydethe he, 

And lette pe shyppe allone be. 

Streyghte he rydethe in-to pe palys. 

And in pe half, a-pon) the deyse 

He sette hym downe; hys soper was redy. 

He yete no mete, but sate heuely. 

Sone after soper, when tyme was, 

To chamber he went a esy pas. 

He knewe what he was wonte to done. 

He made hym redy for streyghte to gone 
To bedde, pat was hys entente. 

Shorte tale to make, to bedde he* wente. 

5425. MS. hem. 


5400 


He tees 
them again 
5404 onboard 
the ship. 


5408 Partonope 

arriTei at 
Chef d’Oire, 


5412 

and rides to 
the palace. 


541G 


He can eat 

5420 nothiDg - 


5424 

He goes 
to bed. 
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The knyghte* ne nothynge where pey 
be. 

The bote was gouerfn]de in pe see. 5400 
A wonder pis was, as thynketh me. 
The bote hym brought to pe shipe. 
When) he was In, he toke grete kepe : 
His hors, his lemers per he founde, 5404 
Whiche be-hynde hym, and on pe 
stronde. 

Hade ben, for so wende he. [i„r ss] 
And pus fnrtbe saillyth Partonope 
Thorwe pe water whiche clepede 
Loyre, 5408 

Tilt he enterde In-to Chyfe doyere, 
Whiche is chefe hauyn of pe contre. 


Fro >e chipe to pe londe gothe he. 
Maister of pe shipe, ne gouemoure 5412 
Sees hym none ; streight to pc toure 
Of his lady nowe rydes he. 

And let pe shipe alone be. 

Streight he rydyth to pe palis, 5416 
Anil In pe hatt, vppon pe doyes. 

He set hym downe ; his sopere was redy. 
He etes no mete, but ayttea heuyle. 
Sone aft«r soppere, when tyme was, 5420 
To chambir he goth and eyse pas. 

He knewe what he was wont to do. 

He made hym redy streight to goo 
Te bede, pat was his entente. 5124 
Short tale to make, to bede he wente. 
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Melior 

comet. 


She Mki 
him the 
reaton of hit 
tad nett, and 


PartoDope 
confesses 
that he wu 
tempted by 
hit mother 
and the 
King of 
Prance. 


He pledged 
hit troth to 
a maiden. 


When he was leyde, pe couertowre 

To hym he drowe. Jfer-wytA Meleowre 

To bedde come fulle softely. 5428 

In armes he toke hur futi goodcly. 

He kyssed hur, and made hur there. 63, back) 

Butte she a-spyed be hys maiiere 

He was atte pat tyme sum-what heuy. 5432 

“GOode ayr,” she seyde, “ whate cause or why 
Be ye nowe in thys heuynes 1 
Tellethe me playnely your dyatresae.” 

He answered hur fuH softely: 5436 

“ My dere herte, I crey yowe mercy. 

I-wya, my loue, I am grcttely dysmayed. 

The kynge of Frau nee hath [me] be-betrayed, 

And my euelle moder also, 5440 

Thorowe a drynke made me do 
A pynge where-of I repente me. 

Falce and vn-trewe hyt made me be 

To yowe, my lady aouereyne. 5444 

On) here falsehode I me complayne. 

A wyne I dronke, was made by crafte, 

Jjorowe wyche my wytte was me by-rafte, 

And I be-come a foie naturelle. 5448 

• • • • •• 

Thys made my moder, she ys fuH felle. 

Ther-wytA they broghtc me a mayde 
That was mery, and pen they sayde : 

5447. )>e crossed out before wyche. 
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When he was leyde, pe couertoure 
To hym he drewe; and per-wttA 
Melyore 

To bede come futi softely. 6428 

In his armes he toke hir goodly. 

He kyssed hir, and made hir chere. 
Rat she asspyede be his manere 
IT He was at pot tyme som-what 
heuye. 5482 

“Good sir,” she seyde, “what cause 
ore why 

Be ye In bis heuynes! 

Teti me playnly your dysstres.” 

He answerde here softely : 5436 

" My dere hert, I crye your mercy. 

My dere hert, I am dyssmayde. 


The kynge of Fraunce hathe me be- 
troyede, 

And myne evitt moder also, 5440 
Thorwe drynke made me to do 
A thynge where-of I repente me. 

False and vntrewe it made me be 
J To you, my lady souerayne. 5444 
On hir falshede I mo complayne. 

A wyne I dranke, was made be crafte, 
Thorwe whiche my wyt was me rafte, 
And I be-come a foie naturatt. 5448 
This made my moder, she is futi 
fett. [1 letf 36, back] 

Ther-witA |»ey brought a mayde 
That was to marye; J«n >ey seyde 
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‘ Howe lyke yowe be \>y s mayde yonge? 

She ys rygbte ffeyre and nece to Jre kynge.’ 

The kynge J>er-wytA come as blyfe, 

And gaffe hur me vn-to my wyfe, 

WytA townes, castellys, aigrette ryches. 
per I ensured* here a-fore f>e wyttenes 
To be hur husbondon) and alle o per for-sake, 

And she on) hur syde to be my make 
Ensured by-fore hem alle tho. 

Yette by grace hyt happed so, 

Er I here nyghed bodely, 

My wytte come to me gracyosly. 

And pen I wyste I had mys-do. 

In grette haste sterte I vp tho, 

And lefte my trowJ>e )>er wyt h hem alle. 
Where-fore your mercy euer I calle, 

For I for-yete yowe |>iis ffalssclye. 

My swete herte, haue on) me mercy.” [leaf 69] 

OfE speche he stynte, and seyde no more, 

Butte stylle he lay and syked sore. 

“ Syr,” sayde hys lady, “ why do ye thus?” 
Ther-wyt Ji she gaffe liym a swete cosse, 

And sayde : “ Lette be, my herte swete, 

For I wolle ryghte welle ye wete 
I loue yowe a thowsande folde pe more, 

That ye haue byn) a-sayde so sore, 


5452 


5456 


5460 


5464 


5468 


5472 


5476 


5457. MS. enaweryd or ensdreryd. 5458. MS. scarcely hushonden). 


and received 
great riches 
with her; 


but left her 
in time. 


Now he 
implores 
his Lady's 
pardon. 


Mellor as¬ 
sures him 
that she 
lovrs him 
the more 
for having 
returned. 


Rawl. 

Howe lyke ye >is mayde yenge ? 5452 
She is right fayre and nyce to he 
kynge.’ 

The kynge witA here come as blyue, 

And gafe me hir to my wyfe, 

WitA townes, caste lie*, and grete 
Ryches. 5456 

Ther I ensurede here, and none wytnes, 
To be here hosbonde, and none oher 
for-sake, 

And she on here syde to be my make 
Knsurede be-fore hem att )>‘ s to do. 5460 
Yet be grace it happede soo, 

Ore jxzt I nyghede here bodyly, 

My wyte come to me grnceously. 

Then) I wyste I hade mys-do. 5464 
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In grete haste vp sterte I > 0 , 

And lefte my trouthe witA hem att. 
Ther-fore mercy euer I catt, 

For I forgat you J>us falsly. 5468 

My swete hert, euer I crye you mercy.” 
T Of speche he stont, and seyde no 
more, 

But stitt lay and sighede sore. 

“Sir,” seyde pis lady, “why do you 
Jms?” 5472 

Ther-witA she yaf hym a swete cus, 
And seyde : “ Let be, my hert swete, 
For 1 witt right wett I wete 
Love you a Jxmsonde folde he more 5476 
That ye haue ben assayde so sore 
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But he mutt 
beware of 
treason. 


A fortnight 

haring 

l>assea, 

Partonope 

again thinks 

or seeing his 

family. 


And leve hem alle and draws to me. 

And 1 may |>er-by knowe arv.l se 
Yowre herte to me stonte euer stable, 
Where-fore pys traspas ys pardonable. 

Butte yeffe here-after pe deuylle be 
Yowre master so grettely f>at me to se 
[Ye desyre] ffor drynke or for ouy poysone, 
To make of me opyn) deraonstracyone, 

Er my wyB be pat hyt be so, 

Ye shulle vn-do vs hope to. 

Alle oper pynges mowe fulle lyghtely 
Off me for-yetfe be, but trewly I 
Lone yowe so weB wytA myn) herte, 

Alle o per forfettys mowe me not smertte.” 
Nowe ar they falle fro pys Dalyaunce, 

And besy hem to do echo o )ter plesawnce. 
Thus alle )>e nyghte to-geder }>ey be, 

Tylle on) the morowe )>at Partonope 
Moste nedes ryse, for hyt was day. 

And J>us he rose, and wente hys way, 
Where he wolde hym to dysporte. 

Off no wyghte ells had he coinforte 
Neuar a day, tylle hyt was nyghte. 

Tliys lyffe he leuyd fortenyghte. 

And on) a day he hym be-J>oghte 

In whatte care he had broghte 

Hys motler, and eke pe kynge of Frau nee, 


5480 


5484 


5488 


5492 


5496 


5500 


5504 
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And left* hem att and drewe to me. 

I may pr-hy bothe knowe and se 
Your hert to me stonte euer atabitt,5480 
Where*for pis trespas is pardonabitt. 
Bnt yef here-after p devitt be 
Your maistrr so gretly pit me to se 
Ye desyre for drynke ore for 
poyson p«»fS7] 5484 

To make of me oppyn demonstration, 
Ore my witt be pit it be so, 

Ye shatt vndo ns bothe two. 

Att opr thynges nowe fntt lightly 5488 

Of me for-yeve, truly I 

Love you so wett witA att my herte, 

Att opr forfettea may me not astert. ” 


Nowe are py fatt fro pis dalyaunce. 
And besye hem to do iche opr ples- 
aunce. 5493 

Thus att nyght to-geder py be, 

Titt at morwe pit Partonope 
Moste nedes ryse, it is day. 5496 

And J>us he rose, and wende hir wey, 
Whepr he wolde hym to dyssporte. 

Of nought ettea hade he comforte 
Neuer a day, titt is was nyght 5500 
This lyfe he leuyde a fortnyght 
And on a day he hym be-p>ught 
In what care he hade brought 
His moder and eke p kynge of 
Frau nee, 5504 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 


British Museum MS. 


209 


And &H h//s kynrede and hys allyaunce. 

Where-fore he porposethe hom aft to se 
And hastely to go in-to hys cuntre. 

As he [on] nyghte in bedde laye (leaf «9, back] 5508 

Wyt A. hys lady, hys fresshe maye, 

He toke hyr in armes and wytA pat bur kyste. 

“ My dere herte, he sayde, “ and I wyste 
Ye wolde not dysplesed l>e, 

I wolde haue lene of yowe to s<• 

My cuntie; liyt were to me grette ese. 

Butte me were lothe yowe to dysplese.” 

And w//tA pat worde she syked sore. 

“ My loue,” she sayde, “ euer-more 
I drede me porowe fals en-chawntemente 
Ye shulle make vs bo|>e shente. 

Yowre raoder atte yowre nexte comynge 
I fere me shaft make yowe brynge 
Some pynge where-j>orowe ye shaft me sene. 

Shente for euer shaft ye pen bene, 

To brynge me in offence and to breke yonr trow|>e. 5524 
My swete herte, haue on) me rowpe. 

For Gode me so helpe as wyslye 
I gaffe yowe cause neuer why 

Thus lyghtcly to departe fro me. 5528 

WytA-owten) stroke ye wolle me sle. 

In Fraunce ye raowe lyffe in pea, 

Er euer to yowe I shulde make pres 

That ye shulde euer repayre to me, 5532 


5512 


5516 


5520 


and prays 
Melior tor 
leave. 


8he fears 
that the 
mother will 
turn him 
from her 
again by her 
enchant* 
moots. 


Bawl. 

And art his kenrede and his alyaunce. 
Where-lore he porpoarth hem to see 
And hastely go In-to his contre. 

As he on nyght In bedo lay 5508 
WitA his lady, pis freshe may. 

He toke her In armes and hir kyste. 

“My dere hert,” he seyde, “ and y 
wyste 

Ye wolde not dyssplesede l>e, 5512 
I wolde haue lene of you to se, 

To me it were a grete eyse. 

But lothe me were you to dyssplese.” 
WitA bat worde he sighede sore. 5516 
“ My loue,” she seyde, “ euer-more 
I drede me of false enchantments*, 

PARTONOPK. 


MS. 

Ye shaft make vs bothe shente. 

Youre rnoder at youre nexte comynge 
For me shaft make you brynge 5521 
Som thynge )>at ye shaft me sene. 

Shent for euer J>cn shaft ye ben, 

‘To breke myne offence and my trouthe 
My swete hert, haue on merouthe.5525 
For God me helpe so as wyssly 
I yef you neuer no cause why 
Thus lightly to departe fro me. 5528 
WitA-out stroke ye witt me sle. 

In France ye may byde In pes, 

Ore ener I shulde to you make pres 
That ye shutt euer repayre to me, 5532 

i leaf S7, back. 
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It will 
kill her if 
Part on ope 
breaks hi* 
word. 


Butte yeff hyt to yowe plesaunce be. 

Yeffe ye thus departe fro me, 

And breke your beheste, ye shulle se 
Ye shulle me sle wytA-owten) knyffe. 

Thus shall your loue reve me my lyffe, 

And pus shall I be lefte allone 
In care and sorowe to make my mone 
I note to whom), when* ye be wente. 

WytA sorowe and wepyngo shalle I be shente, 
For efter won) euylle corny the mony mo. 

And ye in suche wyse lette me go, 

Then) shall I endure in languyshyinge, 

Never fuH dedde, but euer dyinge, 

And lyteH ete and lesse drynke. 

And no dele slope powe I wynke. 

J)U8 shall I my body pyne, 

Fro myrthe and Ioye my hert restreyne. 

Off all trewe conseH shaH I be sadde, 

And mercy axe ther non) may be hadde. 

Soche Ioye hape he pat lesythe liys loue, 

Alle day hyt hath byn in proue : 

Comynly ther pat wone louythe beste 
Off all o per hys thonke ys leste. 

Lo, dere herte, pus mowe ye se 
In whatte myschyffe ye shulle lefe me, 

Yeffe ye me se or pan ray luste. 

In yowe fully ys alle my truste, 

5540. Second when teems marked for erasure. 


5536 


5540 


5544 


[leaf 70) 


5548 


5552 


5556 


Raxol. 

But it to you plesance be. 

Yef ye pus departe fro me, 

And breke youre heste, ye shaft se 
Ye shaft me sle witA-out knyfe. 5536 
Thus shaft ye reve me my lyfe, 

Thus shaft I be lefte aloue 
In care and sorwe to make my mone 
I not to whom, when ye be wente. 5540 
W»tA sorwe and wepynge I shaft be 
shente, 

For after on evitt comyth many mo. 

And in soyche wyse ye let me goo, 

Then shaft I endure In langwyasynge, 
Neucr futt dedc, but euer aynge, 5545 
And lyte mete drinke and lese drynke, 


MS. 

Aud no deft Blepe pough I wynke. 

Thus shaft I my body peyne, 5543 
Met the and Ioye my hert resstrayne. 
Of aft newe counsett I shaft be sade, 
Mercy askynge per none may be hade. 
Sovche Ioye bathe he pat louyth his 
loue. 5552 

Aft pe day it hathe be put In prove 
Comynly per pou lovyste beste 
Of aft oper his thanke is leste. 

Loo, dyre hert, pus may yc see 5556 
In what myschef ye shaft leue me, 

Yef ye me se ore pen) me lyste. 

In you fully is aft my truste. 
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For lo, dere herte, pys ys my ffere : 5560 

A-monge yowre ffrendes, when ye be per, 

Wyth crafte broghte yn) ye ahulde be. 

Ye shulle hem truste better pen me. 

Yowre moder wenythe aH fantasy© be 5564 

That I do, sell! me to se 

Ye ben) defended; per-fore sykerly 

She wolle make some crafte where-by 

Ye shulle a-yen) my wyH me ee. 5568 

Thus shulle ye leue hur better J>en me. 

Yet a-boue aH pys ys my fere 
My loue to lese pat ys so dere, 

Hane bougbte myne herte, and pat be ye. 5572 

Nowe gode [loue], haue mercy on) me.” 

“ MI ffayre lady, pynke weH thys, 

In alle pe reme of Fraunce per nys 
Man) ne woman) pat can) me brynge 5576 

To done offence In eny pynge 
That were contrary to yowre plesawnce. 

Gode kepe me euer fro pat myschaunce. 

Then) were I worse pen ony hownde, 5580 

That thys louynge haue yowe fownde, 

That I shulde your detfc caste. 

Myne endeles sorowe pen shulde I haste. 

For by the holy A-postolys twelffe 5584 

I loue yowe better pen my-selffe. 

And mocfte loue pen haue I loste, [leaf 70 , back] 

Yeffe ye shulde me thys mystruste.” 


Hit mother 
will rarely 
qm tome 
witchcraft. 


Partonope 
beg* her to 
truat him. 


He were 
won* than 
any bound 
to cause 
her death. 


Her faith it 
the measure 
of their lore. 


Rawl. 

Loo, dere hert, pia is my fere : 5560 

Amonge youre frendes, pis is my fere, 
*W»tA crafte brought In ye shaft be. 

Ye shaft hem truste betcr pn me, 

Youre moder wenyth aft fauten be 5564 
That I do, sethe me to see I* leaf 3 b] 
Ye be defendyde ; pr-fore sekerly 
She witt make som crafte wherby 
Ye shaft ayen my witt me see. 5568 
Thus shaft ye leue here better pn me. 
Yet above aft J>ia ia my fere 
My love to lese, pat is so dere, 

Haue bought my hert, and pit be ye, 
Nowe, good loue, haue mercy on me.”— 


MS. 

“ My fayre lady, thynke weft pis, 5574 
In aft p reme of Fraunce per nya 
Man) ne woman) pit can) me brynge 
To do offence In ony thynge 6577 
That were contrarye to your plesaunce. 
God kepe me fro pit myschaunce. 
Then) were I worn pn an hounde, 5580 
Sethe so longe I haue you founde, 

That I shulde youre dethe caste. 

My endles sorwe shulde In haste. 

For be p holy appostelles xii 6684 
I loue you be ter pn my-selve. 

And moche loue pn) haue I loste, 
Yefye shatf me pis mysstruste.” 
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The next day 
partonopa 
n takes his 
prepara¬ 
tions for the 
voyage. 


He oltserres 
the sea from 
the castle. 


Taking his 
leave, he 
goea on 
hoard; 


Thus aH nyg&fce by-twyu) hem twey 
Worde8 p«r were; hem luste not to pley, 
Ne slepe neyper, £ys ys no nay, 

TyH on) pe morowe )>at brodde daye 
Shone In so bryghte )>at Partouope 
J)oghte pat hyt was hey tyme pat he 
Made hyro redy, and so he dyde ; 

And to hys dyner streyghte lie yede. 

And after dyner streygftte yede he 
Vppon) a towre of pe castelle to se 
The see, pe wynde, and eke pe tyde. 

AH was weH, and per-foK a-byde 
Longe wytA hys lady pogbte not ho. 

Butte aH-wey after Partouope 

To hys lady euery nyghte 

Sware he shulde neuer pe syghte 

Off hyr desyre, tylle pat she 

Luste hyt were so; and pus takythe he 

Hys leue ; also when hyt was day, 

To shyppe he gotlie, and takethe pe way 
Ouer pe see* streyghte to Bloys. 

5608. MS. adds >e shyppe after see. 


5588 


5592 


5596 


5600 


5604 


5608 


Univ. Coll. MS. 


Neyther they myght not slepe, this ys 
no nay, [l M r 40] 5590 

Tylle on the morow that brode day 
Shone in so bryght that Partanope 5592 
Thought that hit was tyme that he 
Madeh ym redy, and so he dede ; 

And to his dyner streyght he yede, 

Aud after dyner streyght yede he 5596 
Vppe in-to the Tonro of the Castett to 
see 

The See, the wvnde, and eke the tyde, 
Alle this was welt, and there-fore a-byde 
Longe wyth his lady thought not he. 
But alle-wav after Partanope 5601 
To his lady euery nyght* 

Swere he shulde neuer the ayght 
Of hir desyre, tylle that She 5604 
Lyst hit were so ; and thus taketh he 
His leve ; and so when) hit wns day, 
To Shippe he gothe, and taketh the way 
Ouer the See styreght to Bloys. 5608 
11. 5602-03 inverted in MS. 


Ravi. MS. 

Thns alt h« nyght be-twyx hem to 5588 
Words* J ter were ; hem lyste noneoper 
to do. 

They myght not slepe, hi* i» no nay, 

Titt on )>e morwe h« brode day 
8 hone In no bright pit Partouope 5592 
Thought it was tyme pat he 
Made liyni redy, and so he dyde ; 

And to his dener streight he yede. 

And after dener streight yede he 5596 
ln-to pi toure of he castett to so 

The se, >e wynde, and eke h* tyde. 

‘Alt hi* wa * we Ni 07U * before abyde 
Longe witA his lady bought not he. 
Butalwey after Partonope 5601 

To his lady euery nyght l 1 l**f **. bnckl 
Swere he shulde neuer >e sight 
Of her desyre titt pit she 5604 

Lrste it were ; and bo* taketh he 
His leuo ; and when it was day, 

To shipe he goth, and taketh p* wey 
Oner ps se streight to Bloyes. 5608 
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Thyder he come as who seyethe treys. 

Shorte tale to make, ho yede to londe, 

And went to Bloys, and J>er lie fownde 

Hys moder and alle hys oder meyne, 5612 

That off hys cornynge fuB IoyfuB bee, 

And of hys passage hane grette raervayle, 

For no man) sawe shyppe neyjjer sayle, 

And )»rtt A-none he come to Bloys. 561G 

In hys comynge he ys curteyse. 

AB Fraunce made Ioye of hys comynge. 

On) horsbacke lyghtely lepethe J>e kynge, 

He pry eked faste Jiorowe J»e towne. 5620 

After hym heyed, boJ>e Erie and barowne. 

Knyghtes, Squyers of euery degre 
Come to welcome Partonope. 

And he hem thonked wytA swyefie* chere, [leaf 71 ] 5624 
That they lyked so hys mar.ere. 

Euery man) made grette Ioyinge 
Off Partonope-ys home comynge 

Off welcomenynge an) ende to make, 5628 

The grette pres here leue hape take, 

And homwarde eche man) takethe hys wey. 


and aailt to 
Bloia, where 
he is given 
a hearty 
welcome. 


All Prance 
rejoices. 


Kina, Earls 
and Barons 
glee him 
welcome. 


_ 5624. M S. swythe. 

Univ. Coll. MS. Rawl. MS. 

Thether he come as who sayth tryea. Dejwr he come as who seyth threys. 

Short tale to make, he yede to londe, Short tale to make, he yede to londe, 

And went to Bloys, and there lie fonde And went to Bloyes, and per he fonde 
And Modyr and alle his other meyne, His moder and art his o per meyne, 
That of his comyng futt Ioyfull be, 5613 That of his coray[n]ge Ioyefutt be, 

And of his passage hauegrete mervayle, And of his passynge [hane] grete mer- 

▼ett, 5614 

For no man seeth notber Shipp nor For no man seyth nober ship ne saitt, 
sayle, 

And that alone he come to Bloys. 5616 And Jxxt alone he come to Bloyes. 5616 

i !i r- com y a 8 F® curteys. In his coroy(n]ge he is conrteys. 

Alle FrauDce made Ioye of his comyng. Att France made Ioye of his comy[n]ge. 
On) horabak lyghtly lepyth the king, On hors-bake lightly lepyth pe kynge, 
it thorow the thown). 5620 He prekede faste )>orwe )>e towns. 5620 

After hym hyed bothe Erie and baroon); After hym hyede erle and barowne. 
Knyghtee and Sqnyers of enery degree, Knyghtes and squveres of euery degre 
Came to welcome home Parian ope. Come to welcome Partonope. 

And he hem thanked wyth such chere, He hem thnnkede wttA blythe chere, 
That they lyked so his goode manere. That >ey lekede so his nianere. 5625 
Eu«-y n»an made grete Ioyng 5626 Enery man) made grete Ioyenge 
Of Partanopes home Comyng. [i if. 40,b.j Of Partonope home comy(n]ge. 

Of his welcomyng and ende to make, Of his comy[n]ge an ende I make. 5628 
The grete prees her leve hane take,5629 The grete prese per leue hathe take, 

And homward eche man toke the way. Home iche man toke J>e wey. 
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Partonopa's 
mother asks 
the ad rice of 
her mother, 
as to keep¬ 
ing her son 
in Prance. 


She coun¬ 
sels iter to 
send for the 
Bishop of 
Paris. 


The mother 
lays the case 
before him. 


Sone after hyt felle vppori) a deye 

Thy8 moder of Partonope 

Hut wyttes caatethe howe beate myghte she 

Hut Sone haue stylle In Fraunce. 

A moder she had, in home hur affyaunce 
Was grettely, for she was hope olde and wyse. 
She pogfcte she wolde haue hur a-vyse. 

Hur moder she tolde alle hur conselle. 

She hur answered, and sayde : “ In perelle 
Grettely stante Partonope; 

Where-fore, doghter, I conselle Jwxt ye 
8ende for pe bysshoppe off Porys. 

He ys a clerke, and per -to ryghte wysse, 

And can) goode skyti of Sermonynge. 

He knowethe the helpe off alle )>ynge.” 

He was sente after, he come a-none. 

When lie wes come, to-gedyr they gone 
In-to a parlere alle thre. 

The moder sayde to the bysshoppe: “ Syr, ye 
Be ryghte welcome, wytA-owten more. 


5632 


5636 


5640 


6644 


5648 


Unis. Coll. MS. 

Sone after hit felle vjton) a day 
That the Moder of Partanope 5632 
Hir wyttej cast how best myght 8he 
Hir Son) wyth-holde stylle in Fraunce. 
A Moder She had, in whom hir 
afhannre 

Was gretly, for She was botho olde and 
wyce. 5636 

Sheo thought Sheo wolde haue hir 
a-ryce. 

Hir Moder She tolde alle hir Counsett. 
She answerid, and sayde, “ In grete 
perett 

May thus stonde Partanope ; 5640 

Wherfore, doughter, I counaayle the 
Send for the Bysshop of Paryse, 

He ys a Clerk, and therto Riche and 
wvae, 

And canne goode skylle of sermonyng. 
He knoweth the helpe of alle thing.” 
He was sent after, he come a-none. 5646 
When he was corny n),to-gyder they gone 
In to a parloure alle there. 5648 

The moder sayde to the Bysshope : 

“ Ye, Sere, 

Bene ryght welcome, wythouten more. 


Ravi. MS. 

Sone after it fitt on pe day 
That pe moder of Partonope 5632 
Here wyttes kyste howe best* myght she 
Here sone kepe stilt In Fraunce. 

A moder she hade in hir here affyaunce 

Was, for she waa olde and wyse. 5636 

She fought she wolde haue here aryse. 

1 Hir moder she tolde here counsel!. 

Sheanswerde: “Ingreteperett pleafSS] 

May pus stonde Partonope ; 5640 

Where-fore doughter I counsett the 
Sende for pe byshope of Paris. 

He is a clerke and per -to right nyse, 

And can) good skill of serraony[u]ge. 
He knowetA P« helpe of alt thynge.” 

He was sent after, ne come anone. 5646 
When) he was come, to-geder pey gon) 
In-to parloure nowe att there. 5648 
The moder seyde to >e bysshope : “Ye 
sore, 

Ye be right welcome witA-out more. 
5848. thre erotttd out btfort there. 
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I am dyssesei) wonder sore, 

Where-fore vo ur conseH I moste haue. 5652 

* 

I ffere me grettely, so Gode me saue, 

My sone to lese Partonope. 

For thys hyt stante trewly, syr, lie 

Ys taken) vryth ffendys of ffayre. 5656 

For aH a-lone lie gotlie, )x*t we 
Be monthe ne wotte where hym to ffynde, 

Butte alle hys mayne he leuythe be-hynde. 

He hatlSe a loue, syr, sykerly. 5660 

She hathe defended hym hyly 
That he desyre hur noghte to se. 

Thys ys a wonder pynge to me. [leaf 71, back) 

They mete neuer but on) nyghte ; 5664 

Off hur had he yette neuer no syghte. 

Wyth hur he fynte aH maner of plesaunce. 

Hyt ys a fende or some myschawnce, 

That wolle hys body and sowle brynge 5668 

In to some myscheffe; lo, J>ys ys a )>ynge 
Wyche greuetfie my hert wonderly Sore. 

Thys ys )>e cause ye were sent fore.”— 


Her too 
Uym for 
months with 
a fairy, 


hut meets 
her only by 
night. 


HU body 
and soul are 
in Jeopardy. 


Univ. Coll. MS. 

I am diseased wonderly sore, 
Where-fore youre counaayle I mote haae. 
For I fee re me gretly, so Ood me saue, 
My Son to leese Partanope. 5654 

For thus hit stont truly, Sir, he 
Ya take wyth feendes of the ffiayry. 

For aloone he gothe that I 5657 

Ne wote in a moneth where hym to fende, 
And alle his meyne he levya hym be- 
hynde. 

He lateth hym a-loone, Sir, sykerly. 
She hath defended hym highly 6661 
That he desyre not hir to see. 

This ys a wonder thing to me. 

They mete neuer but a-nyght; 5664 

Of hir had he yett neuer no sight. 

He fyndeth wyth hir alle tuaner of 
plesaunce. 5666 

Hit ys a feende or som) myschaunce, 


Rawl. MS. 

I am desseysede wonder sore, 
Where-fore youre counsett I moste haue. 
For I fere me gretly, so God me saue, 
My sone to lese Partonope. 5654 
For )>ub it stont truly,” qwod she, 

" He is take witA fendes of j»e feyre. 5656 
For alone he goth Jwt I 
Ne wot In a monthe where hym to fynde, 
And att his men) he leuyth be-hynde. 

He lettyth hem alone sekerly. 5660 
She hathe deffendyde hym gretly 
That he desyre not here to see. 

This is a wonder thynge to me. 

They met neuer but at nyght; 5664 

Of here he hade neuer yet sight. 

He fyndyth wi'tA here att pletaunce. 

Hit is a fende ore som myschaunce 
Thatwitt his body and soule brynge 5668 
Iu-to som myschef; lo, >is is a thynge 
Whiche greuys my hert wonder sore. 
This is |>e cause ye were sent fore.”— 
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The Bishop 
speaks to 
Partonope, 


and refers to 
his renown. 


He is glad 
to seehtin in 
good health. 


M Thank 
God 


“ Wytt,” sayde j>e bysshoppe, “lette me a-lone. 5672 
In-to a chamber I woH gonne, 

And brynge yowre sone pen in to me. 

A whyle in conselle we woH be.” 

For hur Bone she sent a-none. 

When he was come, she made hym gone 
In-to pe chamber wytA-owte lette, 

Where as J>e bysshoppe hym sone mette, 

And sayde to hym : “ Welcome be ye. 

Come, sy tty the downe ryghte here be me.” 

The bysshoppe hj/s tale be-gan) sotelly 
Alle a-ff[e]rre, and seyde : “ Syr, I 
Here of yowe moche worshyppe and honowre; 6684 

For off all Fraunce ye bere the flowre 
Off manhode and of cheualry. 

Thys ys pe cause, syr, why pat I 

Hyder am come yowe for to se, 5688 

And wyUi aff my herte am gladde pat ye 
Arne in hele and in gladnes.” 

)5»/8 bysshoppe pleyed wyles, as I gesse ; 

For he no worde spake of hys lady, 5692 

Butte o\er materes broghte yn sopely. 

And pen he sayde : “ Trewly ye 
To Gode moche holden) be. 

Ye haue pe name of gentylncs, 5696 

Off curtesy and off hye prouesse. 

J)us renneth your fame porowe pe worlde. 

Thankethe heyly pat ylke lorde 

Fro whome pye comethe ; for wytte weH ye [i«*f 72j 5700 


5676 


5680 


Bawl. 

“ Wett," seyde pe bysshope, “let me 
alone.” 5672 

In-to a ehambir she is gon, 

In-to his ehambir witA-out lcte, 5678 
, Where as pe bysshojte sone mete, 

And seyde to hym : “ Wett-come be ye 
Come.sit downe right here be me." 5681 
The bisshope be-gan his tale subtilly 
Att afferre, and seyde : “Sir, sekerly 
I here of you moste worchipe and 
honours l 1 89. bae*J 5684 

For of Fraunce ye bere pe flonre 
Of manhode and of chevallrye. 

This is pe cause, sir, pat I 


Afi>. 

Heper am come you to see, 5688 

WitA att my hert and glade am I 
That ye are In hele aiid gladnes." 

This bysshop pleyde wylis, I gesse : 

For he no worde spake of his lady, 5692 
But oper materis brought subtilly. 
Then he seyde : “Truly ye 
Moche to God holdyn be. 

Ye here pe name of Ientittnes, 5696 
Of courtesey and high prowesse. 

Thus renyth pe fame porwe Pe worlde. 
Thankctb hyely pat ilke lorde 5699 
Fro whom pis comyth ; for wett wot ye 
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Off yowre-selfe hyt may not be. 

For powe a monne wolde yefe yowe a ffoder 
Off golde, ye mygfete not selle to a-nother 
Bewte, strangle, ne provesse, 

Fredome, curtesy, ne larges. 

Alle tho graces cometfie fro hym ; 

Fro yowe cometh no-pynge but fowle synne. 
Ther-fore eette alle yowre entente 
To fulfyB hys commaundemente. 

Serue* not a-notlie[r]wytA hys yefte. 

Take resone to yowe, and porsewe pryfte, 

And besy yowe to serue Gode a-boue ; 

Then) haue ye a lorde and eke a loue. 

Yeff ye hym loue, he wolle yowe kepe 
Fro alle your Enemys, ]>owe ye slepe, 

Oper ellys wheper ye be wakynge. 

Ther-fore loue hym a-boue aB |>ynge. 

AB wordely worehyppe I-nowe haue ye. 

AB pat he geffe yowe, and hynketfc pat lie 
Alle, when) hym luste, may fro yowe take. 

Loue hym pen for yowre owne sake, 

And loue hym trewly in alle wyse. 

Loke none erthely loue yowe suppryse, 

Leste yei'-vnjth ye be so blente, 

That ye breke hys comawndeniente. 

Lyethe not longe in dedely Synne, 

Yeff per be eny nowe pat ye be ynne. 

5710. Seme] MS. Seyne. 5711. or persewe ? 


5704 for all your 
beauty, 
strength and 
prowess. 


5708 


dedicate 
these to 
Him, 

K 710 and love 
0 ' 1 w Him altove 
everything." 


5716 


5720 


'• Beware of 
the guiles of 
5724 earthly love, 
and confess 
your sins." 


Rawl. 

Of yourt-selfe may it not be. 

For though a man) wolde gyfe a fo)*rr 
Of golde, he myght not sett to anoJ>er 
Beute, strenght, ne prowesse, 5704 

Fredom, courtesye, ne largesse. 

Att )»is graces come fro hym ;. 

Fro you comyth not but syn. 

Ther-for set att your entente 5708 

To kepe fully his comoudemente. 

Serve not anoJ>er wt'tA his gyfte. 

Take reson to you, and porsue right. 

Then haue ye a lorde and a love 5712 
To serve ouer att thynge above. 

Yef ye hyin loue, he witt you kepe 


MS. 

Fro att enemys, hough ye slepe. 

Ore ettes hough ye be wakynge. 5716 
There-fore loue hym above att thynge. 
’Att worldly worchip I-nowe haue ye. 
And att )wt he gafe you ; and thynke 
hat he l 1 leaf 40] 

When) hym lyste may fro you take. 5720 
There fore loue hym for your owne sake, 
And loue hyin truly In att wyse. 

Loke none erthly loue you snrpryse, 
Leste her-witA ye be so blente 5724 
That ye breke his comoudemente. 

Lytli not longe In dedly synne, 

Yef her be ony hat ye be lime. 

5717. eatekteord AH wordly. 
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toeing Par- 

tonope dU- 
mared, the 
Bishop con¬ 
tinues his 
admonitions, 


sod tells 
him a tale of 
▼ictorious 
saints, 


till Parto. 
nope Is no 
longer able 
to resist. 


Gope faste to sore confessione.” 5728 

J>U3 endytfee po bysshoppe ys sermone. 

When pe bysshoppe hadde all seyde, 

Partonope sat aH dysmayde. 

He caste a syke, hyt semetl fro ferre. 5732 

That herde pe bysshoppe, and ityglihed hym ner. 

He bade hym boldely teH owte hys synne, 

And ransake hys consyence well wytA-yn. 

And pen he tolde hym a nobell story 5736 

Off holy wrytte, and howe pe vyctory [ie*f n, back] 

Off pe deuyH seynttes hadde 

In olde tynie, awl bade hym be gladde, 

And on) pe deuylle showe hys knyghthode, 5740 

Sythen) in batayle he lacked no manhode, 

“ And showe pat pou arte Goddys knyghte.” 

And so mocfce pynge hym he be-hyghte, 

\)ai atte pe laste Partonope 5744 

Aggreid hym fully for to be 
Atte pe bysshoppys owne vryH. 

And sodenly ther-wytA he felle 

In-to a poghte fuH heuely. 5748 

“ Allas,” poghte he, “ what may I 
Do, for weH I wotte truly 
I haue do nowe fulle grette ffolye 

My lone pus fowle to be-traye. 5752 

Nowe ys to late to sey naye, 

Sytfte I am agreed per-to.” 


5754. MS. possibly sythen. 


Kami. MS. 


Gettyth faste to concession). ” 5728 

Thus endyth pe bysshope his sermon. 

H When pe byshope hade att seyde, 
Partonope stont att dysamayde. 

He caste a sigh, it semyde fro ferre. 5782 
That herde pe bysshope and nyghede 
nerre. 

He bade hym boldly tett out his syne, 
And ransake his concience witA-Ine. 
Then) be tolde hym a nobitt storye 5736 
Of holy wryte, and how victorye 
Of pe aevitt and sentence hade 
In olde tyme, and bade hym be glade. 
And pe deritt shewyde his knyghthode. 
WSS. Gettyth] e likt o. 


Sethe In bataitt he lakede no manhode, 
*' Shewe pat bon art Goddes knyght, 6742 
And thynke nowe meche ye hym hight,” 
That at laste Partonope 5744 

A-greede fully for to be 
At be bysshopus owne witt. 

Ana sodenly per-witA he titt 

ln-to a pought futt hevely. 5748 

“Allas,” he pought, “what may I 

Do, for wett I wot truly 

I haue do nowe grete folye 

My loue pus foule to be-traye. 5752 

Nowe is to late to sey nay, 

Sethe I am a-greede par-to." 
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Jjen) to bysslioppe lie seyde: u Syr, loo, 

Off a synne I moste me shryue. 5756 

A loue I haue, wyclSe in my lyue 
Wyth inyne eyen) yette ncuer I seye. 

For hur to se full hylye 

She me defendyth ; yette haue I be 5760 

Wyth hur fulle moche. And hardely she 
Off Gode speketlie weff and off hys lawe, 

And euffr conseiletli me to drawe 

Hym to serue and eke to plese. 5764 

And wyttethe wett, pys ys no lese, 

Off hym she speketlie fuH blessydlye. 

Golde and syluer fuff plentuosly, 

And precyous stones she geuythe to me, 5768 

And ryche clojies; and bytte me be 
Manly and per -to off yefftes large. 

Somerys of golde she made me chnrge, 

And to me sente hem in-to Fraunce. 5772 

And to my kyn and myne allyaunce 
She bade I shulde departe ffrely. [i««f7si 

And so I dude, for trewly I 

Yafe kynges, Erles, and eke barownes, 5776 

Knyghtes, Squyers: Cytees and townes. 

And moche peple of euery degre 
Wyth hur golde I wytA-helde wyth me. 

Jjorowe hur ys pes come in-to j>ys lande. 5780 

She hath made me to take on) hande 

Jjys batayle, )>orowe wyche I haue J>e pryce. 


He confesses 
that ba ha# 
a love 

whom he has 
never seen. 


She always 
■peaks well 
of God. 


She sent 
greet gifts 
to France, 


and through 
her peace 
is now 
restored. 
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1 Then) to bis bysshope ho seyde J>o : 
"Of syne I moete me shreyve. 5756 
A love 1 haue witA-In my lyre 
WitA myne eyen yet neuer I sigh. 

For hirtosefutt honghly I 1 leaf40, back] 
She me defendyde ; yet haue I be 5760 
WitA hir futt meche. And hardly she 
Of God spekes and of his lawe, 

And ener counssellyth me to drawe 
Hym to serue and to plese. 5764 

And wete ye welt, )>is is no lese, 

To me she gyffes futt beselv 
Golde and syluer plentuosly, 

And presious stonysshe yeuys me, 5768 


And ryche clothis ; and beddes to me be 
Manly and of yeftes large. 

Somers witA golde she made charge 
And to me sent hem to Fraunce. 5772 
To my kyn) and myue alyaunce 
She bade I shulde departe frely. 

And to I dyde, for truly I 5775 

Yeve kyghtes, erlis, and eke barouns, . 
Knyghtes, squyeres Cetes and townes. 
And moche pepitt of euery degre 5778 
WitA here golde wett helde witA me. 
Thorwe here is pes come to loude. 5780 
She hathe made me take on honde 
The bataitt be J>e which I haue J>e pryce. 
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All ths same 
be submits 
to the 
Bishop's 
will 


The Bishop 
advises him 
to see the 
lady. 


The mother 
gives him an 
enchanted 
lantern. 


Partonope 
hides the 
lantern till 
he returns 
to Melior. 


He makes 
his way to 
the ship. 


Where-fore, syr, to myne a-vyce, 

She hape fuH gentylly quytte hur vn-to me, 5784 

Saue in on) pynge pat hur to se 
She me defendytbe so heyly. 

For pys cause, syr, trewly I 

Putte me in yowre ordynawnce, 5788 

What euer happe me falle or chawnce.” 

When) pe bysahoppe herde hys entente : 

“Nowe, lorde,” he sayde “ omnipotente, 

I ylde pe gracys and ponkynge ! 5792 

Partonope,” he sayde, “ a-boue aH pynge 
I cunseUe pat ye hur se, 

Jlowe hyt a-geyne hur wyH be.” 

Hys moder seyde on) pe oder parte : 5796 

“ I haue ordeyned perfore an) arte 
Where-porowe ye shulle hur naked see. 

Butte for no-pynge loke ye ne be 

A-fferde of pat fowle pynge.” 5800 

To hyw a lanleme she dyd brynge 
A-none, and per-In a candeft brygbte, 
pat shonne as pe day lyghte. 

For wynde ne weder hyt wolde not owte. 5804 

And per-wytA wyles, wytA-owten dowte, 

She maketfie hym fully to agre 
Vn-to hys lady fals to be. 

J>ys lanterne wytA lyglite she dope hym proferre. 5808 
He hyt reseyuethe, and in a coferre 
Hyt putte, and hoydyth hyt preuely, 

Tylle on) pe tyme pat ho be redy 

To go hys lady for to se. [i«f7s, back) 5812 

TyH pys be do, grette po$te hape he. 

Off J>ys porpose shorte tale to make, 

Towarde hys lady pe wey he hape take. 

To ryde faste spareth not he, 5816 


Raid. MS. 

Where fore, maister. be myne avyse, What liape may fatt ore chaunce.” 

She hathe fiitt Ientitty quyte her to me, If “ Lorde,” he seyde, “ omnipotente, 
Save In o thynge )wt hir to see 5785 Yeve me grace wttA myne entente 
She me defendyde so highly. To yelde you due thankynge ! 5792 

For J>is cause truly I Partonope above, ” he seyde, *‘ alt thynge 

Put me In youre ordenannce, 5788 
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Tylie he come streghte to J>e see. 

A-none he coraethe a-pon) )>e strownde. 
Hys botte &H redy per he fownde, 

And redely ^er-In he leppe, 

And rowed for^e vn)-to pe shyppe. 

When he was per, In he yede, 

And forthe he sayletlie a fuH grette spede. 
Jje wynde was goode, pe tyde was fey re. 
A-none was he atte Cheffe-De-Oyre, 
Wyche was )>e hauen of pe Cyte, 

Where as wonte was Purtonope 
To take pe londe and per a-ryue. 

Hys lanteme ho toke to bym as hlyae. 
Hyt was nyghte and sum-dele derke. 

Fulle preuely he hyd J>ys fals werke, 

As a tmytowre fals and felle. 

He lefte pe shyppe and entered )>e casteH, 
Where lie fownde att sucfie semblaunte 
As he was wonte, aH )>e remcnaunte 
Off wex, of naperv fuH feyre a-rnye, 
VesseH of golde, ffyne and gay, 

Plente of bredde and off goodo wyne 
Off aH maner atte }>e fuH ffyne, 
Parteryggys, bryddys, and venosone, 

Off aH deyntei8 ryghte grette ffoysone. 
Vppon) J»e benche downe he hym sette. 
He ne yete ne dranke, for in pe nette 
Off blynde ffoly he was I-take ; 

For alle resone had hym for-sake. 

When the Soper wes aH I-done, 

Streyghte in-to pe chamber he dyde gone 


5820 


5824 

When he 
arrive* at * 
Chef d'Oire 
It I* night. 

5828 

He carries 
the lantern 
to the castle. 


5832 

In the palace 
the table is 
laid as usual, 

5836 

with 

sumptuous 

appoint¬ 

ments, 

5840 
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'Totake the londe and there a-ryve. 5828 Plente of Bred and of goode wyune 

His lantern) he toke to hym as bylyve ; Of alle manere and that futt fyne. 

Hit was nyght and somdele derk. Partrykes, bryddes, and venesoun) 5840 

Futt prevyly he hidde this fals werke, Of alle deyntes ryght grete feysoun). 

As a traytoure fals and felle. 5832 Opon) the Bench downe he hym sett. 

He left the Shipp and enterd the Castett, He cte ne drank, for in the nett 

Where he fnnae alle such semblaunt Of blynde foly he was take ; 5844 

As he was wont and alle reuenaunt For alle reson) had hym for-sake. 

Of wex and napery futt fayre aray, 5836 Whenne the Soper was alle done, 
Vessett of golde, fyne and gay, [McaUi] Straight in-to Chambre he dyd gone 
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He hides the 
lantern in 
the bed, and 
undresses. 


s 

Mtlior lies 
down by his 
aids. 


Partonope 
takes out 
the lantern, 
and beholds 
the fairest 
woman seer 
bora. 

She swoons. 


Partonope 
understands 
his folly, 
and throws 
the lantern 
against the 
wall. 


WytA lygfete a-fore hym as he was wone. 
]je» he be-po$te what wes beste to done 
WytA the crafte of Nygromansy. 

WytA-In pe curteynes he gan) hym hey, 
And toke pe elopes vp of pe bedde, 

And per-vnder pe launter[ne] hydde. 

He off wytA hys elopes euerychone, 

And naked to bedde wente a-none. 

Owte of pe chamber voyded pe lyghte. 

And per-wytA come hys lady bryghte; 

And naked to bedde faste she dyd hye, 

And to hur loue she drowe rygfite nye. 
When naked hur felte Partonope, 

The elopes fro pem vppe proweth he. 

Hys lauuterne he putte vp wytA hys lyghte. 
Alle naked per had he pe syghte 
Off pe ffeyreste shape creature 
That euer was formed porowe nature. 

When pys lady dyi) pys a-spye, 

On) hym she caste a pytuos eye, 

And sowned wytA a dedely chore. 

Tho Partonope gan) sore to fere; 

He wyste weH he had done grette folye. 
Alle hys crafte he can) defye, 

And prewe pe lanteme a-geyn) pe walle, 
bat on) a thowsande pecys smalle 

5872. MS. lavnterne with v crossed out. 


5848 


5852 ' 




5860 


5864 


5868 


5872 
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Wyth lyght a-fore hym) aa he was 
wonne. 5848 

Than he be-thought hym what best to 
done 

Was wyth his craft of nygromancy. 
Wytbin the Curteyns lie gan) hym hye, 
And toke the Clothis vp of the Bedde, 
And there vnder the lantren) hydde. 
He of wyth his Clothis euerychone, 5854 
And naked to bedde he went anone. 
Oute of the Chambre voydyd the lyght; 
And ther-wyth come his lady bryght. 
Alle naked to bedde fast She dyd hye, 
And to her lone She drawe ryght nye. 
When naked hir felt Partanope, 5860 


The Clothes from) hym tho ferre Throw 
lie. 

His lantren) he pnt vp wyth his lyght. 
Alle naked there had he the ayght 
Of the fayrest shapen creature 5864 
That euer was foordened thorow nature, 
When his lady did this aspye, 

1 On hym She cast a peteuonse ye 
And swonnyd wyth a dedely chere. 5868 
To Partanojie gan) to sore fere ; 

He wyst welt he had do grete folye. 
Alle his craft he ganne dyfTye, 

And threw the lantren) a-yenne the 
walle, [* lmf 41 back.] 5872 

That on) a thousand pecis smalle 
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Hyt flye fat ffryste shonne so brygfcte, 

And fer-wyth quenched fat fowle lyglite. 

Jtys lady euer sowned faste, 5876 

Fulle pyteosly, and atte fe laste 
She felle owte of hur sownynge 
In-to a sorowfuH wepynge, 

Tylle longe after hur hert dyd breke. 5880 

Jjan pytuosly she gan) to speke. 

As she f«t was grettely dysmayed. 

“ Allas ! ” she sayde, “ I am be-trayed Pear 74 , back] 

And shamed forow my nowne dede. 5884 

Thus bathe loue quytte me my mede. 

Loue to serue I was to hasty. 

My ffayre, swete loue, what haue I 

Done or sayde fat longeth to blame, 5888 

That ye haue done roe f y% opyn shame ? 

Dyd I a-geyne yowe any fynge 

That was so lieyly yowre dysplesynge, 

borowe fe wyche ye were Jms wrothe vryih me, 5892 

That I shulde fus I-shamed be 1 

Yeffe I wyste whatte my gvlte were, 

Yette I myghtc suffer fe better to bere 


Melior at 

laat awakes 

from her 
swoon. 


She wails 
and laments. 


What has 
she done 
that her 
lover should 
disgrace 
her? 


Unit. CoU. MS. 

Hit flye that first shone so bryght, 

And therwyth qnenchid this fals lyght. 
This lady euer swonned fast 5876 
Falle peteously, and atte last 
Sho fylle ouie of hir swocnyng 
In-to a sorowfuH weping, 

Tylle long aftsr her nert gan) breke. 
Than) peteously She ganne to speke. 

As She that was gretly dysmayd. 5882 
“ Allas ! ” She sayde, “lam be-trayd 
And Shamed thorow myn) owne dede, 
Thus hath loue quytte me my mede. 
Lone to serve I was to hasty. 5886 
My fayre swet love, what haue I 
Done or sayde that longht to blame, 
That ye haue done me this opyn) Shame ? 
Dyd I ayen yow euer eny thing 5890 
That was so highly youre dysplesing, 
Thorow which ye were thus wrothe 
wyth me, 5892 

That I ahnlde thus shamed be ? 

Yeff I wyst what my gylt were 
Yet 1 myght suflre the better to l*re 


Raxcl. MS. 

1 Hit fley Jwt firste shone so bright. 
Ther-witA quenchide be false light. 
This lady euer swonyde faste 5876 
Futt petuosly, and at laste I 1 41] 
She fiH out of hir swony[n]ge 
In-to a sorowfutt wepynge, 

That longe after hir her(t]e gan breke. 
Then) jieteously she gan to speke, 5881 
As ahe Jwt was gTetly dvssmayde. 

*' Allas ! ” she seyde, “lam be-trayede 
And shamede >orwe myn owne dede. 
Thus hathe louo quyte me my mede, 
Love to serue I was to hasty. 5886 

My fayre. swete loue, what haue I 
Done ore seyde {wt longyth to blame, 
And ye haue done me ^is oppyn shame. 
Dyde I euer onythynge 5890 

That was highly youre dyssplesynge, 
Thorwe whiche ye were wrothe witA 

me, 5892 

That I shulde £us shamede be ? 

Yef I wyste what my gilte were, 

Yet I myght soffere pe beter to here 
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How often 
did ftbe warn 
him I 


She la the 
daughter of 
the Emperor 
of Constan¬ 
tinople. 


Having no 
other heir, 
her father 
put her to 
school. 


Alle Jjf/3 shame and J )ys dysese. 

I telle yowe trewly J>ys ys no lese. 

Lorde Gode! howe ofte dyd I yowe warne 
Ye shulde desyre no crafte of charme 
Me to 8e tyti tyme were. 

Whatte J>e cause was ye shati nowe here. 

Tlier was in yowe neyjw resone ne skylle 
In j>ys wyse to se me a-geynes my wylle. 

I was dojter of an) Emperowre, 

Wyclie of Constantynoble* helde )>e ho[no]wre. 
He was louyd and drad )>orowo |>e worlde. 

Eche man) was gladde wytA hym to a-corde, 

Saue onely Sulcan), pe lorde of Perce, 

He wes euer to hym aduerse. 

Whatte wytA hys ryches and hys grette Ire 
He droffe hym owte of hys Empyre. 

My ffader hadde no eyre hut me. 

Off me )*er-fore grette hede toke he, 

And me to scole a-none dyd sette, 

And grette clerkes a-none lette ffette 
To lerne me clergy and gTette wysdome, 

5905. Constantynoble] MS. Constantyne hole. 


5896 


5900 


5904 


5908 


5912 


5916 
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Alle this shame and this disease. 5896 
I telle yow trewly this ys no lees. 
Lorde God ! how oft dyd I yow warne 
Yo shulde desyre craft ne charme 
Me to see tylle tyme were. 5900 

What my cause ys ye now shaft here. 
There was in yow no reson) ne skylle 
In this wyse to see me a-yenst my wylle. 
was doughter of the Emperonre 
Which of Constantyne-noble helde 
the honours 5905 

He was louyd and dradde thorow alle 
the worlde. [U*r*t] 

Eche man) was gladde wyth him to 
a-corde, 

Save onely fulgan), the lorde of Perch. 
He was euer to hym auerse, 5909 
That wyth his rychesse and hys grete 
Ire 

He ilroff hym oute of his Empryre. 

My fader had none heyre but me. 5912 
Of me therfore grete hede he toke, 

And me to scoole anone dyd sett. 

And grete Clerkes anone lete fett 5915 
To lerne me clergye and gret wysdom 


Laid. MS. 

Att J>is shame and fis dysseyse. 5896 
I tett you trewly Jus is no lese. 

Ix>rde, howo ofte dyde I you warne 
Ye shulde desyre crafte ne charme 
Me to se titt tyme were. 5900 

What my cause was ye shaft here. 

Ther was In you no reson ne skitt 
In pis wyse to se me aynste my witt. 

111 was doughter to )» empmmrc 5904 
Whiche of Coetentyn helde >e honoure. 

He was louyde and drede of att Jte worde. 

Eche man was glade witA hym to acorde, 

Safe only saltan, J>e lorde of Perce, 5908 
He was euer to hym averse. 

WitA his Ryches and his grete Ire 

[1 leaf 41 b] 

He drafe hym out of his emperyre. 

My fader hade none avre but me. 5912 
1 Of me >«■-fore grete hede toke he, 
And me to scole anone dyde sete, 

And grete clerkea anone dyde fete 
To lerne me clergye and wysdome. 5916 
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And pat I mygtite }>e better goueme pe kyn[g]dome. 

A c. ma8tre8 I had and mo. 0«*f7S] 

And Gode gaffe me grace to leme so, 
pat pe vu. aciens I cowde parfyghtly. 5920 

And after pat pen lemed I 
To knowe pe Erbe and here vertu, 

And eke J>e rotes where eusr they grewe, 

Where pat in kynde were colde or hote,. 5924 

AH maner of spyces I knewe by rote, 

Howe in phisike* pey haue here vorchynge. 

% 

The seke in-to hele I can) weH brynge. 

After pys I lemed Diuinite, 5928 

To knowe pe personys of pe trinite. 

By pen) 1 was xv. yere of age, 

My masters, pat were bope wyse and sage, 

In alle the vij. artys I dyd hem passe. 5932 

Then) to Nygromanqy sette I was, 

Then) I lemed Enchawnteraente[s], 

To knowe pe crafte of experimented]. 

In my chamber often) preuely 5936 

After 5917 catchword A C masters. 

5926. phisike] MS. sekenes. 

Rawl. MS. 

An honderde maistfrs I hade and moo. 
God yef me grace to lerne soo 5919 
That pe vu scyence I couth parfyttly. 

And after pat pen lernyde I 6921 
To knowe of eucry erbe pe vertu. 

And of rot es whore eu«r pey grewe, 
WhePer pey In kynde be colaeore hote. 
Alt maner of spyces I knowe be rote, 
Howe In fysike pey haue per workynge. 
The seke In-to hele I can wett brynge. 
Aftur pis I lernede deuenyte, 5928 
Thre persones to knowe of pe trenyte. 
Be pan I was xv yere of age, 

My maistres pat were wyse and sage 

In att pe vij artes I dyde hem passe. 
Then to negromonsy set I wasse. 5933 
Then I lernede [ejuchantementes, 

To knowe be crafte of experimentes. 

In my chambir ofte tymes prevely 5936 

Q 
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That I rayght the better gouerne the 
kingdom). 5917 

An) hundereth Maystres I had and moo. 
And God yaff me grace to leme soo 
That the Sevyn) Seyence I cowde 
parfytely. 5920 

Aud after that lerned I 
To know of euery herbe the vertue, 

And eke of Eothis, where euer they grew, 
Whether they in kynde be colde or hote. 
Alle maner of Spyces I know by rote, 
How in phisike they haue her worching. 
The syeke in-toheele I canne wele bring. 
After this I lernyd dyuynite, 5928 
Thre persoues to know of the trynyte. 
By than I was xv yere of age, 

My maystres, that were botho wyse and 
s»ge, 

In alle the vij arse I dyd hem passe. 
Thanne to nygromancy sett I was.5933 
Thanne I lernyd enchauntcmetitej, 

To know the craft of experymentes. 

In my Chambre ofte tymes pryuyly 

PARTONOPB 


8he learnt 
the eeren 
arte, medi¬ 
cine, and 
divinity 


I 


She knew 
necromancy, 
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and often 
in secret 
•bowed the 
Emperor 
her craft. 


She worked 
charms of 
various 
kinds, 


such as 


I dyde craftes full merufeljosly; 

For oponly I wolde no-Jiynge done, 

My konynge shulde haue be kydde a-none. 

But when hyt lyked J»e Emperowre 

To se my craffte, pen In a towre 

Or In a chamber fms preuely 

Hym to dysporte J>en) wolde I 

And my mastres at hys commawndemente, 

Pley craftes J>orowe wych mony man) was blynte. 
[The chambre wyth my fader that I was Inne, 
By craft of nygromauncye and such gynno 
Shulde seme hit grew, wythouten doute, 

In largenesse a myle a-boute 
To alle thoo that wythinne were. 

Ther-to hit was so bright and clere, 

And that a-boute high mydnyght,] 

As fowe )>e sonne had shonne in bryghte 

As hyt dothe in £e somerys day 

Ther shulde they haue seyne knygfctes gay, 

5964. MS. adds lyghte a/Ur day. 


5940- 


5944 


5948 


5952 
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I dyd crafte futt mervelously ; 5937 

For openly I wolde no-thing doue, 

My Cunnyng shulde have bene kydde 
anone. 

But when hit lyked my ffader the 
Emp[e]roui« 5940 

To see my cratt, then) in a tour* 

Or elles in a chambre thus pryvyly 
Hym to dysporte than wolae I 
And alle my maysteis at his comsnde- 
ment, ' 5944 

Play craft thorow which many a man 
was blent. [leaf 42, back) 

The chambre wyth my fader that I was 
Inne, 

By craft of nygromauncye and such 
gynne 

Slmlde seme hit gTew, wythonten 
doute, 5948 

In largenesse a myle a-boute 
To alle thoo that wythouten were. 
Ther-to hit was so bright and clere, 
And that a-boute hight mydnyght, 5952 
As thogh the Sonne had sheuyd ynne 
bright 

As hit dothe in the Someris day 
Ther shulde they haue seen knyghtei 

g»y. 


Ratal. MS. 

I dyde crafte futt mervelusly ; 

For oppynly I wolde nothvuge done, 
My konny[n]ge shulde be kyae anone. 

When it lykyde my fader emperoure 

To se my crafte, In a toure 5941 

Ore ettee In a chambir prevely 
Hem to dyssport )>en prevely 
Att my maistres at his comondement 

Pley crafte Jx>rwe whiche many was 
blent. 5945 

The chambir witA my fader )wt I was In, 

Be crafte of negromonsy and soyche 
devyne 

Shulde seme it grewe a myle a-boute 

In largenesse, wttA-out doute, 5949 
To att Jx) ^at witA-In were. 

Ther-to it was so bright and clere, 

And )>at about high mydnyght, 5952 
As tough pe son) hade shene bright, 

As it doth In somers day. Peat 42) 
There shulde )>ey haue sen knyghtee 

g»y. 
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Armed on) horsbacke, redy to ffyglite.* 5956 

pys was, I trowe, a mervelows sygBte. 

J3en shulde they tumey raeru[el]osly 
As longe as me luste, J>en wolde I 

In las whyle )>en in a Jioghte 5960 

Turne* aH \ys meninyle to noghte. 75, back]- 

After £at I wolde make come a lyon), 

The olyfaunte also, and eke )>e Gryfone, 

And alle maner of bestys, whyle I wolde ; 5964 

Echo wytA other ffyghte shulde. 

By £e wytte J>at Gode hape sente me, 

In cast[eH] or towne* £owe per had be 

Off pepett dwellynge an) C. M J , 5968 

Thus durste I welle haue take on) hoinle 

pat none of )>em shulde of o per war be, 

For none of pem shulde* oper se. 

And by fys crafte for sothe haue I 5972 

In my casteti kepte yowe fuB preuely, 

WytA-owte knowynge of any wyghte, 

5956. MS. Armed on horebacke in goode a-ray 

Eche one wytA oper redy to ffyghte. 

5961. MS. adds I wolde after Turne. 

5967. ow crossed out after cute ; MS. adds or before >owe. 

5971. MS. apparently shuldo. 


tourna¬ 

ment*, 


and flgLts 
between 
wild 
animal*. 


Univ. CoU. MS. 

Armed on horalak redy to frght 5956 
Thus was, I trowe, a merveylous thing. 
Then shulde thay turne mervaously 
As long as me lust a[nd] thenne wold I 
In lesse while thenne in a thought 5960 
Turne alle this mervayle to nought. 
Alter that I made come a lyoun). 

The Olifaunte also, and eke the 
Gretfoun), 

And alle maner of beestes, whiles I 
wolde; 5964 

Eche one wyth other fyght shulde, 

By the wytte that Goa hath sent me 
In Casteti or town) thought there had 
be 

Of people dewling an hand re th thou¬ 
sand, 5968 

This durst I welle take on) hand 
None of other shulde ware be, 

For none of hem myght other see. 

And by this crafte forsothe haue I 5972 
In my Casteti kepte yow futt truly, 
Wythouten knowing of any wyght, 


Ravel. - MS. 

Armede on hors bright redy to fight. . 
This was, I trowe, a mervelus sight 

As longe as me lyste, and ben wolde I 
In less* while ben I a bought 5960 
Turne att bis mervett to nought. 

After tot I made come a lyon). 

The olyfaunt and eke |>e grytTon), 

Att raaner of bestes which I wolde ; 5964 

Eche on witA o) ier fight shulde. 

Be the whiche God hathe sent me 
In casteti ore towne bough per hade be 

Of pepitt dwellynge an c. bousonde, 5968 

This durete I wett take on honde 
Non of oper shulde ware be. 

For none of o per myght oJ>er see. 

And be bis crafte for sothe haue I 5972 
In my cnambir kepte prevely, 

WitA-out knowynge of ony wight, 
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Pftrtonope 
Iula now 
bereft l»«r of 
har mafio 
powar. 


To-morrow 
her shauia 
will bacoma 
apparent. 


All her lords 
will reprove 
liar. 


And do yowe plesaunce wytA aH my mygbte. 
AH pi/g connynge and aH pys crafte 
Ye haue clone fro me be-rafte. 

Thyg ys J>e cause and pe skylle, 

For ye haue sene me a-yen my wyH. 

For aH pe dayes whyle I lyffe, 

Thys crafte woH I neuer putte in preue. 
To-morowe a-none as hyt ys day, 

Ye shuH weH knowe pys pat I say 


To yowe, ys sope and no-pynge les: 

Ye shuH to-morowe se grette pres 
Off Erlys, knyghtes, Squyers, and barownne, 
Off ladyes, gentyH-wemmen of grette renowne. 
My shame pen shaH I se opynly. 

That liape be hyd fuH preuely 
J)orowe my connynge awl my scyence, 

Wycbe ys nowe loste porowe yowre neglygence. 
Myne Erlys, my barownys, and eke my mayne, 
Thes kynges sonys pal vryth me be, 

Shulle welle knowe knowe a-pertely 


5976 


5980 


5984 


5988 


5992 


Vniv. Coll. MS. 

And do yow plesaunce wyth mile my 
myaht. 

Alle this Cunny[n]g and this craft 5976 
Ye haue clene from) me be-raft. 

This ys the Cause and the skylle, 

For yo haue seen me a-yenst my wylle. 
For alle the dayes that I lyve, 5980 
This craft wyllo 1 neuer putt in prere. 
To-morow anone at hit ys day, 

Ye shaH welle know this that I say 
*To yow, ys sothe and nothing lees. 5984 
Ye shuH to-morow see grete prees 
Of knyghtcs, Squyers, and baroun), 

Of ladyes, gentylwoinen of grete Renon). 
My shame shulde see then opynly 5988 
That hath byn) hydde fuH prevyly 
Thurgh my Connyng and my science, 
Which ys now lost thorow youre negli¬ 
gence piMfssi 

Myn) Erics, my Barouns, and alle ray 
meyne 5992 

Thees kinges* Sonne that wyth me be, 

Shulde weH knowe and se appertly 

93. In kinges there seems to bt an indistinct t 

after g. 


Rawl. MS. 

And do you plesan[n]ce witA aH my 
myght. 

AH pis cony(n]ge and pis crafte 5976 
Ye haue clene fro me refte. 

This is be cause and pe skiH, 

For ye naue sen me aynste my wiH, 

For aH pe dayes while I leue 5980 
This crafte wiH 1 put In preve. 
To-morwe anone as it is day 
Ye shaH weH knowe pat I say 
To you is sothe and nothynge lesse. 5984 
Ye shaH to-morwe se grete prese 
Of knyght, squyere and barounne, 

And ladyes of grete renoune. 

My shame shaH so oppynly 5988 
That hathe ben hade full prevely * 
Thorwe my conny(n]ge and my scyence 
Which is loste porwe your neclege nee. 

My erlis, my barons, and my meyne, 

This knyghtes so dm pat wyth me 
be [» leaf«, back] 5993 

1 ShuH weH knowe and se* apertly 

5980. A bbrtvialtd as for prorely. 

6994. MS. apparently »o. 
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Whatte lyfe we haue lyued bo|>e ye and I, 

And aH vryth O voyse repreue me 5996 

That euer I ahulde your loue be. 

Thus shaH openly be knowe my shame. (ie«r 7 «i] 

And who ys causer of my blame 1 

My swete loue, no-body but ye.” 6000 

And wyt/t )»at worde thys lady ffro 
Fylle on) sownynge as she were dedde. 

Partonope was wytA-owfceu) redde, 

And hym-selfe so can) dysmay, 6004 

To hur he cowde Jims no worde say, 

Notte of hys forfette onys crye hur mercy. 

Me pynkethe J>ys was not gouerned manly. 

When thys lady fro sownynge came, 6008 

Hur complaynte all newe began), 

And sayde: u Lorde Gode Omnipotente, 

That er)>e, water, and ffyrmamente 

Atte O worde madyste art of noghte, 6012 

Why ssufferyste )>ou cuer wommanys J>oghte 
WytA mannys loue encombred to be, 

6004. g crossed out before can). 6013. or perhaps womannys. 


8 h« falls in 

a swoon 

again. 


Having re¬ 
covered, she 
complains 
bitterly of 
the Incon¬ 
stancy of 
men. 


Unit. Coll. MS. 

What Ivff ye haue levyd bo the ye and I, 
And alle wyth oo voyce reprove me 
That euer I shnlde youre love be. 5997 
Thus shaft opinly be knowe my shame. 


And who ys cause of my blame T 
My swet love, no-body but yee.” 6000 
And wytft that word this lady free 
Fylle in a swonnyng as She were dede. 
Tho was Partanope wythouten rede, 
And hym-self so gan) dysmay. 6004 
To hir he gan no word say, 

Not of his forfette onys crye her mercy. 
Me thenketh this was not gonerned 
manly. 

W Haune this lady of swonnyng 
sesed thanue, 6008 

Her Complent alle new be-g&nne, 

And sayd: “ Lord God omnypoteut, 
That erthe, water and firmament 
Wyth one worde madestalleof nought, 
Why sufTerst thou euer womannys 
thought 6013 

Wyth mannys love encombred be, 


*014. m in sncombrad with four tiroiet. 


Bawl. MS. 

What lyfe we haue lenyde, yearn* I, 
And att with o voyse repreue me 5996 
That euer I shulde yonre lone be. 

That shaft oppynly be knowe my 
shame. [Me*f 42, hack] 

And who is cause of my blame T 
My swete loue, no body but ye.” 6000 
And witA Jwt worde >is lady fro 
Fitt In swonyfn]ge as she were dede. 
Tho was Partonope witA-out rede, 

And hym-selfe gan dyasmay. 6004 

To here he couthe no worde sey, 

Not of his forfet onys crye her mercy. 

H When J)is lady of swony[n]ge secede 
J>en, 6008 

Her complaynt att newe be-gan, 

And seyde : “ Lorde God o(m}nipotente, 
That erthe, water and fyrmente 
WitA on worde roadeste att of nought, 


WitA mans loue acomberde be, 6014 
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In spite of 
her learning 
she has 
proved her- 
self a fool. 


Tb-morrow 
the lords 
will know 
their secret 
love. 


Or tryst© hers worde 1 for weH by me 

Ecbe woman may enaampett take. 6016 

For fayre wordea men can make 

I-nowe, tytt they haue here luate. 

Here loue wolde they neuer after truste, 

Butte besy hem tyH they haue a newe. 6020 

And so haue yet done; for full v litre we 
Haue I fownde yowe to me, 

Yowre newe shaH so serued be: 

Ye loue so well Nouelrye. 6024 

Be war* nowe ye haue do no ffoly. 

For all I haue gon) to scole, 

I haue preued my-selfd a ffole ; 

That shaH I wytte well to-morowe. 6028 

To me pen towarde ys shame and sorowe; 

For ecfte man pen shaH wonder on) me. 

And my fayre loue, pen shaH ye be 

Destroyed but* yeff I hyt make, 6032 

For ye shaH se, I vnder-take, 

Knyghtes and Squyers mony won). 

They roghte neuer whatte to don), 

6021. ye] MS, I. 6025. MS. adds ye after war. 

6032. Destroyed but] MS. But destroyed. 


Univ. Coll. MS. 


Ratal. MS. 


Or trust his word ? for welle by me 
Eche woman) may Ensample take. 6016 
For fayre wordys men) Conne welt 
make 

Ynow, tylle they haue alle her lust. 
Her love they conne nener after trust, 
But besy hem tylle they haue a new. 
And so haue ye done ; for fulle vntrew 
Hnue I founde yow now to me. 

*And youre new so shall aeruyd be : 

Ye loue so welt novelry. 6024 

Beware ye haue now do no foly. 

For alle that I haue gone to scole, 

How haue I provid my-self a foole ; 
That shaH I wele wete to-morow. 6028 
To me than) ya towaid shame and 
aorow; [»leaf 43, l*ckl 

For eche man shall thanne wondyr on) 


me. 

And my fayre lone, than shait ye be 
Destroyed but yf I hit make. 6082 
For ye shall see. I vnder-take, 
Knyghtea and Squyers many one. 

They rought neuer what to done 


Ore truste his worde ! for well be me 
Eche woman) may ensampitt take. 6016 
For fayre wordea men can make 

I-nowe till £ey haue ]>er lyste. 

Here lone >ey neuer after truste, 

But besye hem till J>ey gane newe. 6020 
And so haue ye don; for full vntrewe 
Haue I fonde you nowe to me. 

And youre newe so shatt seruyde be : 

Ye loue so well nowe nedly. 6024 
Be ware nowe ye haue don foly. 

For all )x»t I haue gon to scole, 

Nowe hau* I prouyde my-selfe a foie. 
That I shaft wyte to-morwe. 6028 
To me is corny[n]ge shame and sorwe ; 

For iche man) pen wilt wonder on me. 

And my fayre lorde, )>en shatt ye be 
Dy8stroyde but yef I it vnder-take. 6032 

Knyghtaa and squyeres many on, 

They routho neuer what to done 
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On) yow for to a-venget be. n«af 7«, back] 

For mony a day haue they serued me 
Fo[r] to se me oponly ; 

And no we sliuH they knowe a-pertely 
Jj/it I haue kepte yowe for my loue. 

Allas! wyche shame and wyche reproue 
Ye shalle pen) be to me, 

And yette I telle yowe trewly pat ye 
Haue do worse to me pen aH thys : 

Ye haue rafte me my wordely blys, 

My maydenhode, my honowre, and my name, 

My Ioye, my boldenes, and aH my game, 

My bewte, my shappe, my goodely beholdynge, 
My pley, my Iolyte, my myry lawghynge, 

My fredome, my curtesy, and my bounte. 

A lie pes vertues haue ye rafte me, 

And geffe me for att pes myn) endeles payne. 
Ther-fore ye be nowe Sertayne 
My sorowe, my wrathe, my Rancowre, 

My sykynge, my wepynge, my Pyshonowre, 


603G 


6040 


6044 


Partonops 
hu deprived 
her of a\l 
delights and 
virtues, 


6048 


her beauty 
and her 
happiness, 


6052 


and given 
her an end¬ 
less sorrow. 


Unit. Coll. MS. 


Rawl. MS. 


On) yow for to avengid be. 6036 

For many a day hane tliey seruyd me 
For to see me oj>enly ; 

And now shaft tliey know appertly 
That I haue kep yow for my loue. 6040 
Alias ! which shame and which reprove 
Ye shaft thanne be to me. 

Aud yett I telle yow truly that ye 
Haue do worse to me then alle this: 6044 
Ye haue refte me of my wordely blysse, 
My maydenhode, myn) honor*, and my 
name, 

My Ioye, my boldenesse, and alle my 
game, 

My beaute, my shapp, my goodely 
beholding, 6048 

My play, ray Iolyte, ray mery laugh.vng, 
My fredom), my curtasyr, and my 
bouDte. 

Alle these vertues haue ye reft fro me, 
And yeve me for alle these myn) ciide- 
lesse payne. 6052 

Ther-fore to me ye be now certayn) 

My sorow, my wrath, and ray Ran¬ 
cour*, 

My sygliing, my weping, my dys- 
honowe, 


On you for to avengyde be. 6036 

1 For many a day J>ey haue seruyde me 
For to se me oppynly ; l 1 
Nowe shaft )>cy knowe apertlv 
That I hane kepte you for my loue. 6040 
Allas ! wt'tA shame and with reproue 
Ye shaft be f»en to me. 

Yet I tett you >at truly ye 

Haue don wore >en pis to me: 6044 

My worldly blyse ye haue refte me, 

My maydenhode, my honours, and my 
name, 

My Ioye, my boldnes, and my game, 


My beute, my shape, my goodly be- 
holdynge, 6048 

My pley, Iolyte, and mery laughynge, 
My fredom, my cortesey and ray 
bounte, 

Aft pis vertues haue refte fro me, 

And yeve me for pis my endles payne. 


Ther-for to me ye be serteyue 6053 
My sorwe, my wrethe, and my ran¬ 
cour* 

My sighynge, my wepynge, my dys- 
ho[no]ure. 
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He is her 
shame 
and h« r 
reproach. 


Partonope 
weeps and 
moans, 


and corses 
his mother 
and the 
bishop. 


My langorynge, my sekenes, euyn) and morowe, 6056 
My fowle shame, inyne endeles sorowe, 

My grette reprefe, my recheles ffoly, 

0 

My sorofuH payne, my dedely vylony. 

The[re] ys do ende of my sorowe; 6060 

Shamed for euer I shall be to-morowe. 

Euer curse I may ther-ffore 

That day infortunatte Jv*t I was bore. 

Losse of goode may esely be take; 6064 

But she J>at lesytfce hur loue and hur make, 

Hur hertte shall neuer baue Ioye a day 

After hym to loue, J>ys ys no nay.” 

Thys lady for sorow hyr hondya dojie wrynge, 6068 

Hur here sheteryth, and lyethe sore wcpynge. 

Hyr complaynte heryth Partonope. 

After hys deth sore wyssyethe he; 

He sykethe, lie wepythe pytuosly,* [i«»f 77 .) 6072 

Hys moder he cursethe dyspytuosly,* 

The Erchebysshoppe and eke hys* sermone, 

And prayeth Gode they botli Mon) 

6072. MS. dyspytuosly. 6073. MS. sorofully. 

6074. hys] MS. pe. 


Univ. Coll. MS. 

My loogodring sekenesae, even and 
morow, 6056 

My fouls shame, my eudelesso sorow. 
My grete reprofe, my rechelesse folye, 
My., sorow-futt payue, my dedely 
▼ilsuye. 

Ther ys none eode of my sorowe ; 6060 
Shamed for euer I shatt be to-Morowe. 
Beuer Curse may I ther-fore [w.f44] 

The day in-fortunate that I was bore. 
T<osse of goode may easily be take; 6064 
But She that lees hir love, hir make, 
Her hert shatt neuer baue Ioye a day 
After hym to lyve, this ys no nay.” 
This lady for sorow hir hand** dothe 
wryng, 6068 

Hir heere to-theryth, and lycth so 
weping. 

Ir complaynt hereth Par tan ope, 
After his deth sore wysshed he : 
He syghed, he wepyd petevualy. 6072 
His moder he cursed to sp.vtefully, 

The archebysshop and eke his ser- 
moun), 

And praeth God the bothe moun) 


Bawl. MS. 

My langourrynge sekenes euer-more, 

My futt shame, my endles sorwe, 6057 
My grete reprefe, my recheles foly, 

My sorwfutt payne, my dedles velonye. 

There is none ende of my sorwe ; 6060 
Shamyde for euer I shatt be to-morwe. 
Euer course I may per -fore 
The day vnfortunat pat I was bore. 
Losse of good may eysely be take ; 6064 
But she pat leases hir loue and make, 
Hir hert shatt neuer haue Ioye o day 
After hym to loue, pis is no nay." 

This lady dothe hir hondee wrynge, 

Hir here to-tere, and lighe sore we- 
pynge. 6069 

U Hir complaynt heryth Partonope. 
After his dethe sore wysshede he ; 

He sighede and wepte petuously. 6072 
His moder he coursede snyttuously, 
The erche-bysshope and nis sermon), 

[leaf 43, Wk] 

And prayth God Pat pey bothe mon) 
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Haue myschaunce or )>en) )>at they deye, 
And )>en at erete be-gan) faste crye, 

And axe hys lady of hur mercy. 

He sayde: “My lady, truly I 
May excuse me by no resone 
pat I ne haue a fuH liey tresone 
Wroghte; other be cause \er-oi and not I. 
Butte yette I knowlsge per-oi J>e ffelony, 
pat I haue forfette lywnie and lyffe 
To yowe, my souereyne lady and wyffe. 
Tlier*fore to-morowe lette me [be] slayne 
Off yowre knyghtes, pat wolde so fayne 
Take on) me veniawnce; for truly I 
Am not worthy to haue mercy. 

I dar In no wyse axe pardon), 

For I haue don) so hye treson). 

I wolde leuer for-go my lyffe 
J3en) euer to lyffe in care and stryffe. 

My lyffe to me ys butte shame. 

Off trowpe for euer ys loste my name. 
Where-fore, my ffayre soue?-eyne ladye, 

I pray yowe hyly of yowre mercy, 


6076 


He acknow¬ 
ledges bis 
• guilt, 

6080 


6084 


6088 

and aays be 
dare not 
implore 
bis Lady's 
mercy. 

6092 


6096 


He wishes 
to be slain 


Unit. Coll. MS. 

Haue myschaunco or that they dye. 
And than) at erst he gan) fast crye 
And aske his ladv of hir mercy, 

He sayd : ** My lady, trwly I* 

May excuse me by no resoii) 6080 
That I haue do a futt high trea<ion). 
Other ar Cause therof and not I. 

But yett I knowlech the felony, 

That I haue forfett lymme and 
lyfe 60:>4 

To yow, my sonnemrn) lady and wyfe. 
The[r]fore to-morow lat me be alayn) 
Of youre knyghtes, that wolde so fayne 
Take on) mo vengaunce ; for trwly i 
Am not worthy to haue mercy. 6089 
I dare in no wyse aske no pardon), 

For I haue done to high a treason). 

I wolde leuer for-go my lytfe 6092 
Thanne euer to leve in caie and stryff. 
My lyff to me ys no-thing but shame. 
Ot trewth for euer ys lost my name. 
Wher-for, my fayre souerayn) lady, 6096 
I pray yow highly of youre mercy 


Haicl. MS. 

Haue myschance ore J>at J>ey dye. 6076 
Then at erste he gan faste crye, 

And aske his lady of liir mercy. 

He seyde : “ My lady, truly I 

May excuse me be no reson) 6080 

That I ne haue don high treson). 

Oper are cause per-of and not I 
But yet I knowelege me gylty, 

That I haue forfet lyme and lyfe 6084 

To you my souerayne lady and wyfe. 
Tber-for to-morwe let me be slayne ■ 
Of youre knyghtes, J*n wolde I fayne 
Take on me vengance ; for truly I 6088 
Am not worthy to haue mercy. 

I dare in no wyse aske mercy ne 


• 7 • 


JL ' 

For I haue don so high treson). 

I wolde leuer for-go my lyfe 6092 
Then euer to leue In care and stryfe. 
My lyfe to me is but shame. 

Of trouthe for euer is loste mv name. 
Where-fore, my souerayne lady, 6096 
I proye you highly of mercy, 
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by her 
knights. 


At daybreak 
the ladies of 
the court 
rise to wait 
on. their 
mistress. 


They ere 
s«»rry to see 
how the 
Queen has 
behaved. 


In pps wyse \ai erly to-morowe 
I may be slayne, and owte of sorowe 
I may be broglite and owte of stryffe. 

My detfee ys me leuer ^en my lyffe." 

And as they lay in here t&lkynge, 

J)e lyghte of day in faste gan) sprynge; 
her? gan) hur wymmen faste a-ryse. 

Hyre ffresshenes, here a-rayo for to devyse 
Hyt were nowo to grette a tnryinge. 

Myne auctor per-of makethe no rehersynge, 

Saue onely of here grette kynredde. [i e af 77 , back] 
Ther-of he spekethe, wyt/t-owten drede : 

Off kynges, of Erles they come echone. 

Streygfite to here lady they can) gone 
In to po chamber, tlier as they laye. 

And by pat tyme hyt was brodde daye, 

Ther suwe they alle opynly 

Howe here lady had gouerned hur preuely. 

Grette sorowe ther a man) myghte se 
A-monge pe wymmen; and pen Partonope 


6100 


6104 

6108 


6112 


6116 


Univ. Coll. MS. 

In this wyse that erely to-morowe 
I mowe be slayn), that out of sorowe 
I mowe be brought and out of stryff. 

1 Mr deth ys me leuer then my lyffe/’ 
And as thay lay in this wyse talk¬ 
ing, [i leaf 44, back] 6102 

The lyght of day in fast gann) spring. 
Hanno garni) hir wymmen fast to 
ryse. 6104 

Her beaute, her a-ray for to devyse 
Hit were now a grete tarying. 

Myn auctoure therof maketh no re- 
hersyng, 

Saue onely of her grete kynn-de. 6108 
Therof he spekes, wythouten) drede : 
Of kinges and Erles they come Echone. 
Streyght to hir lady they gynne gone 
In to the chambr, there as she lay. 6112 
And by that tyme hit was brode day. 
There syghe they alle opynly 
How her lady had gouerued liir 
pryryly. 

Grete so row there a roan) mypht see 
A-monge the women ; and then Par- 
tanope 6117 

•104. MS. wvnmen. 


Raxcl. MS. 

In pis wyse pat erly to-morwe 
I may be slayne, pat out of sorwe 
I may be brought and out of stryfe. 6100 
My dethe is me leuer pen my lyfe.” 

As pey lay In pis wyse talkynge, 

The light of day faste gan In sprynge. 
IF Then gan) hir women faste ryse. 6104 

Her bente and hir array to devyse 
His were nowe a grete tarynge. 

Myn autor per-of maketh no reher- 
■jnge, 

Safe only of hir grete kynrede. 6108 
Ther-of pey speke, witA-out drede : 

Of kynges, er'es pey come ichone. 
Straight to her lady pey gan gon) 

In-to pe chambir per as she lay. 6112 
And be pat tyme it was brode day, 
Ther sigh pey att opnynly [leaf 44 ] 
Howe per lady haae gouerfnjde her 
prevely. 

Grete [sorwe] per a man) myght see 
A-raonge pe women; and pen Parto¬ 
nope 6117 
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Wyate weft he had do grette ffolye. 

The Wymmen on) hyro faste gan) prye. 

And seyde fuft cuylle and as hero lustc. 

\>t/s ffayre lady had lyteft reste, 

What for drede and what for shame. 

Alle hur wyromen hnr fowle gan) blame. 

And sayde : “ Grette Ioye ye may haue 
Off yowre-eelfe, when) sucte a knaue 
To yowre loue ye hnue pus take, 

And so mony lordes for-sake, 

Knyghtes and squyere eke per-to. 

Allas for shame ! What haue ye dot 
Whyle ye lyffe ye may repente 
Jjat yowre luste and yowre talente 
Ye haue be-sette on) a lewed knaue.” 

And seyde pat aft weromen haue 
A custome, and pey sette hero to loue, 

Off shame they ne recche ne of reproue, 

Be so pat they mowe haue here luste, 

For any pynge pat be hadde moste. 

6133. pat crossed out be/ore, and aft after seyde. 
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6120 


and blame 
her for hav¬ 
ing choeen 
that knave 
6124 for her 

lover. 


6128 


6132 


6136 


Unix. Coll. MS. 

Wyat wele he had do ao grete foly. 

The wymmen on) liyra gan) fast crye, 
And sayde futt hevyly, and ns hym 
lyat. • 6120 

This fayrs lady had lytett rest, 

What for drede and For shame. 

Alle hir wymmen foule g[a]nne her 
blame, 

And sayde: " Grete Ioye ye mow 
haue 6124 

Of yonreself, when snche a knaue 
To youre love ye hnue thus take, 

And so ma[n1y lordes han) for-sake, 
Knyghtes and Squyers eke thcrto. 6128 
Alas for shame ! what haue ye do ? 
Wylcs yo lyve ye mow repent 
That youre lust and youre talent 
Ye haue be-sett on) a Iewde knaue.” 
And aayde that alle women haue 6133 
A custome, and they sett hem) to lore, 
Of shame they ne recch ne of reprove 
Be so they mowe haue hir lust 6136 
For any thing that be had must. 

8119, 6123. MS. wynrnen. 


Rawl. MS. 

Wyste wett he hade do grete foly. 

The women) on hym faste gan crye. 
And seyde itt as hem lyste. 6120 

This fayre lady hade lytitt truste, 
What for drede and for shame. 

Att her women) gan hir blame, 

And seyde: "Grete Ioye may ye 
haue 6124 

Of youre-selfe, when soyclie a knave 
To youre loue ye haue take, 

Ana so many lordes haue for-sake, 
Knyghtes and squyeres eke per-to. 6128 
Allas for shame ! what haue ye do 1 
While ye leue ye may repente 
That youre luste and youre talente 
Ye haue be-set on a lewede knave?” 
And seyde att pat women haue 6133 
A coetum, and pey set hem to loue, 

Of shame pey ne reche ne reprove, 

Be so pey may haue ber luste, 6136 
For ony thynge pat l)e hade moste. 
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When) }>e day was wytt forfie spronge, 

And )>es wetnmen had weH I-ronge 
Here belle, wycfie was heuy to here, 6140 

Thys lady had boj>e shame and fere; 

For she was in ryghte grette dowte: 

Here wommen stode att rownde a-bowte 
Hur bedde, and gw-cedyn wonder nye 6144 

To haue J>e syghte of here lady. 

On herre they loked wonder ffaste, [leaf 78] 

Ajid nere they come at the laste 

Here lady better for to a-vyse.. 6148 

And pen they )>oglite in all wyse, 

And she had ben) gladde and no-J»ynge heuy, 

She had bewte and £at passyngely. 

Hur bewte made here malencoly to sece, 6152 

So pat per wes non) of pat prece, 

That pey ne were in here herte sory 
That they hadde repreuyd so here lady. 

Univ. Coll. MS. Haul. MS. 

W Hanno the day was wele sprang, U When day was wett I-spronge, 
And these women had wele 

y-ronge 6139 And pis women) wett I-ronge 6189 

Hir bett, which was heuy to here, 6140 
This lady hade bothe shame and fere ; 
For she was In right grete doute : 

Hir women) stode rounde aboute 
Hir bede, and pres-de wonder nyghe 
To haue a sight of hir lady. 6146 
On hir )>ey loke wonder faste, 

And nere )>ey come at )>e last* 

Hir lady better to devyse.(Ueaf 44 , back) 
Then J>ey J>ought In att wyse, 6149 
And she hade ben glade and not heuy, 
She hade beute not passyngly. 

Hir beute made hir maly[n]coly sese, 

1 So pat per was none of j>at prese 6158 
That )>ey ne were In hert sorye 
That J>ey hade so repreuyde per lady. 

CU/den MS. 

. . e was in ryght gret doute 6142 . . an they thowght in att wyse 

. . ornmen stode att rownde a-boute . . . e had ben glad and not heuy 

. . d and prcsed wondyr nye 6144 . . . d beuate and not passyngly 

. . e a sygnt off hur lady . . . uate made hrir malyncoly sees 

. . they lokyn wondyr fast . . . . er were non of >at prees 6158 

. . rre they come att )>e last . . . ay ne were on hert sory 

. . dy better to A-vyse 6148 .... h[ad so] reprouyfde] her lady 


Approach- 

ini: the bed 
they begin, 
however, 
to repent 
of their 
reproaches. 


Her beauty 
en<U their 
sadness, 
and they 
regret their 
reproof. 
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And aH stode stylle by one a-corde, 

J>ot none of hem durate sey more a worde. 
Wyth-In a whyle come In a-none 
A semely lady, and \>at a ffayre one. 

In hnr persone was fownde no lacke : 

Hur here henge tressyde at hur backe, 

Fulle bloye, wyche hynge downe to hyr fete. 
Ecbe of hyr bewtyes to o per was mete, 

And so answerynge m eche degre, 

J>at she was preysed pnssyngly of bewte. 

Hyr a-raye to reherse here, 

Hyt nedythe not, but in pe best© manere 
She wes a-rayed, py8 ffayre mnye. 

Butte who so luste to here of hur a-raye, 
Lette hym go to the ffrenssfce bocke, 

That IdeH mater I foreoke 
To telle hyt in prose or els in ryme. 

For me poghte hyt taryed grette tyme, 

And ys a mater fuH nedeles, 

For eche man) wotte wett wytA-owten lcs, 

A lady pat ys of hye Degre, 


615G 


6160 


A beautiful 
ladjr makes 
her appear¬ 
ance. 


6164 


The Trans, 
la tor re¬ 
frains from 
gWing a 

6168 needless 

account of 
her dress, 

which is to 
be seen in 
the French 

6172 b00k: 


6176 


Kawl. MS. 

And at* stode stiff In on a-corde, 6156 
That none of hem dnrste sey a worde. 
IF WitA-In a while come In anone 
A symly lady, and a favre one. 

In nir jvrsone was founde no lake : 6160 
Her here henge tressede at hir bake, 
Wett hangynge downe at her feete. 

She of hir t)eute to oper was mete 6163 
And so haunswerynge In iche degre, 
That she was precede passynge of beute. 
Here array to reherse to reherse here, 
Hit nedyth not, for In beste manere 
She was arrayed In Jje beste, pat freshe 
? may. 6168 

Who so luste to here of hir arraye, 

Let hym go to be frenche boke, 

And who so witt it ouer-loke, 

To tett it In prose ore In ryme, 6172 
For me it were a longe tyme, 

And it is a mater per-to nedles, 

For iche man) wot wett, witA-out les, 
A lady pat is of high degre, 6176 


Clifden MS. 

. . . tytt [In on] a-oorde 6156 
. . . em deir to say more a word 
. . . whyle come in a-non 
. . . s[ymly] lady and a fayre on 
. . . was found no lacke 6160 

• • byng tressy.l at hur bakke 
. y hooped downe to her fete 
. . ff he[r] beuate to other was [mete] 
. . . seryng in eche degre 6164 
. . . presed passyngly off beuate 1 


J>en here who-so wyff loke 2 6169 


. . hyt in processe or yn ryme 6172 
. . hyt wer a long tyme 
. . t ys A mater perto fuff nedeles 
. . e man wote wett w»'tA[-out] lees 
. . pat ys off hey degre 6176 

1 [Bottom lim J 
* [Top lint of col.) 
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nor will he 
repeat the 
Author's de¬ 
scription of 
her beauty. 


Her name 
was Urake, 
and she was 

the sister of 
the queen. 


She begs 
Mellor to 
forgive her 
lover, 


A-rayde in beste maner mote be. 

Whatte nedes to speke of hur forehedde, 

Off hur nose, hur mowjte, hyrre lyppes redde, 

Off hur shappe, or of hur armes amalle 1 6180 

Off j>ys and more a ryghte grette tale 

Myne auctor makethe, wycb shall not for me 

Be nowe rehersed, but thus that she 

Was holden) one off the ffayreste 78, back) 6184 

That was on) lyue, and \er-to )>e goodelyste 

WytA to dele J>ot myghte be, 

And Wrake for sotbe hyte she. 

Suster she was to ffeyre Melyowie. 6188 

Fortbe she come wytA herte sore 
Streygftte to pc bed, per as she lay. 

Jjese o per ladyes, when they hyr saye, 

Hem wytA-drewen), and dyd hur reuerens; 6192 

And glad they were aH of hur presens. 

To Melyoureyede )>e ffayre Wrake, 

And j>ese wordes to hur she spake: 

“LAdy,” she sayde, “ for Godes louo haue mercy 6196 
Off yowre worshyppe, and hoyde your foly. 


Raicl. MS. 

Arrayde In )>c beste maner moete nedes 
be. 

What nedyth to speke of hir for-hede, 

Of hir nose, mouth, ore lypptu rede, 

Of hir shape, ore of hir armes smalt ? 
Of pis and more right a grete tatt 6181 
Myne autorseyth, which shatt not fyne. 
Hem to reherse I wilt resyne. 

For abe was liolde on of j>e feyreste 
That was on lyue, and also J>e godlyeste 
With ii delle )wt myght be, 6186 
And Wrake for-sothe hight she. 

Syster she was to feyTe Melyore. 6188 
For she come furthe witA hert sore, 
8treight to >e bede, per as she lay. 
This o per lady, when she here sey, 
Hade witA-drawe and don here 
reuerence. 6192 


[Four Itava art hert wanting.] 


Cl if den AJS. 

. in >e best mane[r m]ost be 

. nedyth hyt to speke off here for¬ 
hede 

. nose mouth and lyppys rede 
. ahaporoff hurarniys smalle 6180 
. And more A ryght gret tale 
. uctor hath whych slial not seme 
ow to reherse y wytt res*-rue 
. was huldyn one off J>e fayrest 6184 
. as on lyue and one otf the godlyest 
. ele that myght be 
. ake for-sothe hyte she 
. she was to fayre Melyoure 6188 
. me fo(?)rthe with hert sore 
. ht to the bedd ther as she lay 
. hyr lady whan she hnr say 6191 
. drawen and done here reuerencse 1 

.off hur presence * 

.fayTe Vrake 6194 

.ur she spake 

.r goddys loue haue mercy 

.hypatuihydeyowrefoly 

1 Bottom lint. * it back af\. 82M ft 
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Thys man) ye loue, we aH weft se, 

And for yowre beste hyt may happe to be. 

Takethe aH pese wordes in v.iyne 6200 

That my felowes haue* to yowe sayne. 

Nowe J»at they haue be-holde hym welle, 

Here hertes be chaunged euery dele. 

They pynke they haue a ]>yiige mys-do. 6204 

And I shaH soy yowe eke also 
Playnly and truly myne a-vyse : 

Me pynkethe lie shulde be bo)>e manly and wyse. 

A ffeyrer, a aemylyer shall no man) fynde, 

)X>we a man) soghte to pe grette Ynde, 

Then) ye haue chose here to yowre loue. 

A grette dele pe lesse ys yowre reproue. 

I wotte weH he hath do ryghte grette foly, 

And quytte hym to yowe vntrewly. 

AH-powe a louer be fownde vnstabeH, 

Yette ys pe forfette PardonabeH,” 

“ FAyre suster,” sayde the Queue, 

“Ye wytte neuer trewly what ye mene 
In thys mater ; for sykerly I 
Hym haue defended full hylye 
He shulde not se me in pys wyse. 

Ther-fore I wolle me weH a-vyse, 

Or I for-geffe hym pys hy tre3pas. [leaf 70] 

For whyle I lyffe, 4 Allas, alias ’ 

May be my songe, I wotte ryghte weH. 6224 

For and ye felde that I fele, 

Hyt shulde not be lyghtely for-yeue. 

But aH-way, suster, ye speke of loue, 

6201. haue] MS. no. 


6208 


who U the 
fairest be¬ 
tween liere 
and Ind, 


6212 


6216 


but her 
appeal is 

all in rain. 


6220 


» wett we see 
t may hap to be 
ys in rayne 
haue savne * 


Clifden MS 
6198 

6200 


. . . behold hem wett 
. . . euery dele 

... no thyng mysdo 6204 

. . . ttso 
. . . myn aduyee 
. . . both manly and wyse 

6201. TFulker print* haue (« 7) fayne. 


. shaft no man fynd 6208 

. liym thorow grece and ynde 
. ym to youre loue 
. is youre reproue 
. do ful foly lye 6212 

. w vntrwlye 
. found vnstabutt 
. ay bepardonabutt 
. vnd. 6216 


[Tkt Uut very incomplete line* of Wiilktr't 
tranuript belong to II. 7657 ft J 
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Urake still 
tries to 
console 
her sister. 


What is is 


Let her 
remember 
she is queen, 


and banish 

these 

thoughts. 

MelloDwtU 

not listen to 

her. 


Off my wordes be not dysplesed, 

Ye liaue felte J>er-ol yet no dysese.” 

TO hur answered £e fay re Wrake : 

“ Medame, grette cause ye liaue to take 
Sorowe for hys vnkyndenes. 

But yette for tliys, grette heuynes 
In yowre liert taketfce not ye. 

Tliynketbe of whatte estate ye be. 

Ye shende yowr-selfe, and J>er-fore grette ffoly 
Hyt ys, sythe a-mendyd hyt may not be. 
Ther-fore my conseile ys that ye 
Leue ati )>ys; hytys to done. 

Or else we shufi of yowe echone 
Be so encombred }xzt no comforte 
We shall make yow no dysporte. 

Jjynketbe ye ar queno and lady of pys londe. 
No man may be any l>onde 
Yowe restrayne fro yowre desyre. 

Ther-fore Jiys rancowre and |»ys grette yre 
Off wrathe owte of yowre lierte lette passe, 
And take pys man) a-geyne to grace. 

Where-to clepe ye yowre-selfe caytyfe, 

And waylc J>e tyme ye be on lyne? 

Wher-to wepe ye )>us pytuosly 1 

Exile py8 J>oghte owte of yowre memorye.” 

“ Svster,” sayde thys lady tfre. 

“ Tliys cunselle Jiat ye cunseH me 
May neuer setyB in myne herte. 

I fele Jier-of so dedcly smerte, 

That trewly and by Gode a-boue, 

Me Jiynketh I can) hym neuer loue. 

6237. MS. possibly sythen. 


6228 


6232 


6236 


6240 


6244 


6248 


6252 


6256 


Clifden MS. 


e ah end yowre selffe A .... 1 6236 
yt ys sythen A-mendy .... 


ther-for my counsayle. 

leue ati thys sorrow fo. 

or els we shati off yow. 6240 

he so encombred that. 

we shuii knows yow. 6242 


* At th* back of ItaJbtyinninj/ 1. 6198. 


wherto wepe ye thys s . 
-Clveter sayd thys. . 

thys counsel th. 
May neuer setett in . . 
y fele here-of so ded . . 
that truly and by god . 
My thynketh y coude . 


> L 0281 it top lint in MS. 


6251 

6253 

625 
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Allas, my suster, am I to blame? 

He hatfi do me bo opyn) shame, [leaf 7®, back) 6260 

And Gode wottc causelas as for me. 

Yetle a grette* forfetto ones dyJ he, 

And fat I for-guffe liym truly. 

And nowe he hath quytte hym more vngoodely. 6264 
Thes ij. fawtes greue me so sore 
That truly, suster, 1 may no more.” 

“MEdame,” fen sayde fayre Wrake, 

“ A cause ye haue a quarelle to make 6263 

A-gcyne yowre loue, syth fat he* 

Hath so hym goumied fat yche man may so 
Ye haue hym chose to yowre louc, 

Wyche ye fynke ys grette reproue, 6272 

Syth thy wylle was fat couertly 
Hyt shulde be do, and nowe a-pertly 
Hyt ys knowe forowe hys foly. 

Yette yn) fys case ye may do remedy, 6276 

And ye wolle do after my conselle, 

And shalle fare welle awl be ryghte welle. 

Yowre lordes ar alle of on) a-corde, 

WyH wyllynge ye shulle take a lorde 6280 

To be yowre husbonde and yowr goueraowre, 

Off aH yowr reme to safe the honowre. 

Ther-fore lette wrytte yowre letteres faste, 

Chargynge yowre lordes in grette haste 6284 

A Ccrteyno day wytA yowe to be. 

When they ben) come, fe moste preve 
Off hem aH to yowe ye take, 

And tellyth playnely a lorde and a make 6288 

Ye haue I-chose yowre husbonde to be. 

And lette hem fen the pe?-sone se. 

A worthyer ne a semelyer knyghte 

6262. MS. grettcr. 6269. lie] MS. ye. 


A-las suster y am not 
he hath done me so . 
And god wote counsay 
For onys A grete off . 
|wt y for-gaffe hym . . 

PARTONOPB. 


Cli/cUn. MS. 

And now he hath qny . 
6260 thes two defawtes gee . 
that truly suster y m . 
lAdara than . . . 
A cause ye h . 


• « 


maw in 

[M] 


8he has 
already 
forgiven 
him once. 


Urake then 
reminds her 
that the 
lords of the 
country 
wished her 
to take a 
husband. 


8he may 
now sum¬ 
mon them, 
and declare 
that she has 
ehosen the 
Iran she 
likes best. 


6264 


6268 
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They will 
sareljr be 
pleased, 


end none 
will blame 
her. 


Melior can¬ 
not think of 
loving a man 
who lias be¬ 
trayed her. 


Was neuer non) showed in here sygfcte. 6292 

Sythe ye haue take liym to yowre loue, 

Thus shaft quenched be pe grette reproue 
That ye wene he liape yowe do. 

What mowe yowre lordes sey per-to t 6296 

For to your luste they moste a-gre. 

Ther-wytA a-none lette hem hym se. 

WytA hym they shulle be weft a-payde. fleaf so) 

Off yowre-selfe bepe not dysmayed. 6300 

Thus may beste be hydde your shame, 

For none of pern may yowe blame ; 

They woft a-gre he??» to yowre desyre. 

Sythe pat ye luste fully your plesyre 6304 

Hem pus to telle, pen moste they be 
Off yowre cunselle, and pen mowe ye 
Rule hem alle ryghte as ye luste. 

Medame, me pynkethe thys ys your beste. 6308 

For yeffe ye take a-noper lords, 

)?owe hyt be by alle here a-corde, 

For pys ye shalle fuft ofte bere blame, 

Hyt shalle fulle fowle a-peyre yowre name.” 6312 

Thys lady answeryd: “ Your fayre sermowne 
Me pynketh ys grettely a-yen) oft resone, 

Tliat I sliulde euer hys loue be, 

That hath pus falsely be trayed me.* 6316 

For whome pat euer I take to lorde, 

He and I shalle neuer a-corde. 

Suster, fulle lytelle knowe ye of loue, 

6293, 6304. MS. possibly sythen. 63)6. me] MS. be. 


Clifden MS. 


wyth hym they shutt be wet) A pay . . 1 
off yowre-aelff be not dysmayed 6300 
thys may best be hudde youre shame 
for none off them than may yow bla . . . 
they wytt A-gre hem to youre deayr . . 
Syth that ye lyst ffally youre pleas . . . 
hem thus to tett than most thay be 6305 
off youre counsayle and so may yee 
Rule them art ryght sa ye lyst 
Madam me thynketh thys ys pe be-t 
for yff ye take a-nother lord 6309 


thowgh hyt be AR here a-cord 

for thys ye shutt oft bere blame 

hyt shaft futt foule Apeyre youre . . . 

m hys larty annsweryd youre 8*6313 
Me thyjikyth pot ys gretly A 


gsw. . 

that y shuld euer hys loue be 
that hath pys falcely betrayed me 6316 
For yff that euer tokc hym to lord 
he and v shuld nener A-cord 
suster fully pat knowe ye off loue 


1 At bock of pagt btffinning with 1. 6142. 


* MIS. Wiiltrr printM f. 
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Ye byseed yowe neuer hyt to prove 6320 

Ther-In nop£r Ioye ne dyssese. 

For trewly, suster, wytft-owten les, 

An vngoodely worde dope more Envye 

Off onys loue pen of an) Enemy 6324 

Be a M 4 folde and moche more. 

Suster, I warne yowe per-fore, 

Alle thys mater ye lette nowe be, 

And ther-of spekethe no more to me.” 6328 

GKrette sorowe makytfi pys fayre mayde, 

And per vnjth hyr suster ys euyH a-payde, 

That hyr entente may not be 
Parformed as she wolde in no degre. 6332 

She syketh, sake wepyth fuH tenderly. 

These wordes slie sayde fuH pytuosly : 

“In loue thys ys a wonder pynge, 

A lyteH wrathe hathe ncuer endynge. 6336 

A goode lorde pat sytteste a-boue ! 

Harde pynge ys on) for to loue, 

Sythe for a worde or lytelle debate [i«»rso,b»ck] 

Ecfie shatt oper for euer hate.” 6340 

ANde after pys the[y] speke no more ; 

Butte Partonope wepyth wondyr sore. 

He ys rysone, and stante vppor* hys fete. 

Wrake sette hur downe for to wepe. 6344 

Alle the ladyes that ther In bene, 

Arne wrothe and heuy wyt/t the quene. 

6321. nojwr] o like e. 6339. MS. possibly sythen. 

6343. rysone] scarcely rysene. 


Ureke ia 

much 

grieved. 


Meanwhile 
Partonope 
lias risen, 


greatly ad¬ 
mired by 
the ladies. 


ClifdLcn MS. 


ye besyed yow (not ?, yet ?) neu*r to 
proue 6320 

ther-yn neyther yoy ne . . . 
for truly suster with 

[ The reit of the A/. doe* not belong here. ] 
att thys mater ye let now be 1 6327 

And ther-of spekyth no more to me 
gret sorow makyth thys fayre may . . . 
And wt'tA here suster ys euett a-pavde 
that hur entent may not be 6331 
parformyd as she wyttyn no degre 6332 
She syghed She wej>ed fful tendyrlye 
These wordys she sayd futt pytuusly 

1 At back of page beginning icith 1. 6169. 


yn loue ys A wondyr thyng 
A lytett wreth hath neuer non en . . . 
A god lord that jyttyst A-boue 6337 
hard thyng hyt ys one for to loue 
syth for A word or lytett de-bate 
eehe shatt o]>rr for euer hate 6340 
And after they spake no more 
but partanope wepte wondyr sore 
he ys reson And stood vppon hys fe . . 
Viak sett hyr downe to wepe 6344 
Att the ladyes that tlier-yn bene 
Ar wroth And heuy wyth the jpyyir; 1 

2 Bottom **v» ••• V*:\ 
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Urske 
fetches the 
clothes hs 
wore si his 
arrival, 


and helps 
him to dress. 


Partonope 

departs 

s«dlj. 


Urake 

accompanies 
him through 
the hall, 


where the 
knights 
threaten 
to take 
vengeance 
on him, 


Alle-powe they fryste toke of hym lyte. 

Hem Jjojte of hym was a ryghte goode syghte. 6348 
Tho Wrake rose wytA-owte lette. 

Alle hys clojxfs to hym she fette, 

Soche clones as he thyder broghte, 

Wert they owgfcte, were they noghte, 6352 

The fryste tyme he thyder come. 

The liuntynge clones to hym he nome, 

And dyrl hem onne wytA sory chere. 

Wrake aH in |>e beste raanere 6356 

In-to 1)y« clo)>es holpe hym a-raye. 

They were not euer-dele gaye; 

Hys freat-fte a-raye was att a-go. 

Hys liosyn), hys shoys on) dyd he tho, 6360 

The same he vsed longe a-fome. 

Wrake toke hym hys wolde borne, 

And a-bowte hys necke lie hyt hynge. 

AH )>e ladyea tho feH on) wepynge; 6364 

They durete not speke ne liym be-mene, 

Leste they dysdayned grettely )»e quene. 

Off hem he toke hys leue futt pytuosly. 

Off hys departynge J»ey were futt heuy. 6368 

Tlier they lefte hym euerychone. 

None wolde wytA hym further gone, 

Saue onely )>y3 lady Wrake, J>e fay re. 

She was curteyse and debonayre, 6372 

She lefte hym not, wytA-owten les, 

Tylle she had broghte hym )>orowte £e pres. 

When he iu-to the halle come, 

OfE knyghtes and Squyers mony onne 6376 

Lokedde vppon) hym fulle deynowsly, Oeaf si] 

And manacyde hym futt dyspytuosly. 

Ne liadde be )>ys mayde fay re Wrake, 

Grette vengawnse on) hym they had take. * 6380 


Unix. Coll. MS. 


Tylle She had hym Brought hym 

thorow the precs. [u.r 6374 

Whan he in-to halle come. 

Of lgayghtea and Squyers he say many 

<**•.* ... 6376 

Th&t?ldked'pjtta)}tym) futt dey[n]ously, 
• • * • • 


And manessed hym futt ryght dyapete- 
ously. 6378 

Had not this be fayre Vrak, 

Crete vengeans on) liym they wolde 
haue take. 6380 
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Many wonles they sayde )xit shamefuH be, 

They shullo not be rehereed for me. 

When they had sayde aH whatte they luste, 
Eche man) yede where hym ys beste. 

WRake ledde thys Partonope 
Thorowte the pres, but truly she 
Off hys lyffe had grette dowte, 

Tylle he was passed alle the rowte. 

Forthe wytA hym yede thys lady ffre, 

Tylle he was come ryghte to )>e see. 

There alle redy )>e shyppe fownde he, 

Where-In he wes wonte to passe J>e see. 

The Shypmen) to hym gan) shrewdely speke, 
Prayde Gode £e deuylle hys necke shulde breke, 
Or some fowle vengawnse on) hym take, 

Tylle atte the last J>ys goode Wrake 
Bade hem leue here grette manassynge, 

And commawnded hem aH they shulde brynge 
Hym safe to Nawntys wytA-owte more stryflfe, 
In payne of lesynge bo|>e lymme and lyffe. 
Forthe-wytA was broghte hym hys hakeneye, 
Neyther better ne worse, but in )>e same a-Raye 
As he hym fryste brojte frome the foreste; 

He semyd no-^ynge a lusty beste. 

Partonope, wytA-owten more, 

Wepynge and sykynge wonder sore, 


6384 


6388 


and leads 
him to the 
ship. 

6392 

The sailors 
also threat¬ 
en him. 


6396 Urak * 

commands 
them to 
bring 
Partonope 
safely to 
Nautes. 

6400 niawauT 

hackney is 
brought on 
board, and 


6404 

Partonope 

takes 
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Many wordys they sayd that shamfutt 
be. 

They Shaft not he reheraed for roe. 6382 
Whan) they had sayd alle her lyst, 
Eche man) yode as hym lyked best. 6384 
Vrak ladde this Partonope sekerly 
Thorow-oute the prees, futt trewly, 6386 
Of his lyfe had ryght grete dowte, 
Tylle he was past tnorow alle the rowte. 
Forth wyth hym) yode this lady free, 
Tvlle he was come ryght to tbe see. 6390 
Ther alle redy the Shyppe fonde he, 
Where-In he was wont to passe the Se. 
The Shypmen) to hym) gan) shrewdely 
Speke, 6393 

And prayde Ood the devytt his nek 
shnlde breke, 


Or som fonle vengeans vpon) hym take, 
Tylle at last thys goode Vracke 6396 
Bad hem lere her grete manasaing, 
And comannd hym aft ahulde bring 
Hym Safe to Nauntes wyth-out more 
stryfe, 

In payne of leesyng both lymme and 
lyfe. 6400 

Forth-wyth was brought hym hya 
hakeney, 

Neyther better ne wrosse, but in the 
same aray 

As he hym) fyrst brought from) the 
forest ; 

He semed no-thing a lusty best. 6404 
Partanope wyth-outen more 
Wepeth and syghed wonder sore, 
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his lesrs of 
the gentle 
Urmke. 


Arriving at 


they launch 
the boat, 


and row to 
Bloia. 


Barton ope 
look* after 
the ship. 


He swoons 


Leue takytlie of pys mayden ffre, 

And In-to shyppe stryglite gotfce he. 6408 

, After hym come In hys horse a-none. 
j)e ahypmen) besyed hem) euerychone. 

Here ankyr drewe vp, and downe wyt h pe aayle, 

And fortlie a-fore the wynde they sayle. 6412 

When the marynerea vnder pe sayle were, 

Partonope they made grette chere 
By-cause of Wrake pat mayde ffre, 

To make hym chere alle beay the[y] be. peafai, tack] 6416 
Be then) they had say led xv. Iowmes,* 

A-none wytA-owte any owrea,* 

A-fore Nawntys they were, pat feyre cyte, 

Ther as Wrake bade hem be. 6420 

They owte wytA here botte ryghte a-none, 

Partonope wytA hem thyder-yn dope gone. 

They toke yn) wytA hem hya hakeney. 

To Bloye8 they rowed pe nexte way. 6424 

A-none as they come to the atrownde, 

Partonope in haste they sette on) londe, 

And per hym lefte wytA-owte moo. 

They bade hym fare welle, and home thoy goo. 6428 
PArtonope after pys shyppe can) loke, 

Off liys myshappe grette hede he toke. 

WytA-In hym-selfe he pojte hym vtterly : 

“Allas,” pojte he, “ howe vnl-gracyously 6432 

To my louo haue I goueraed me ! 

6417. AtS. owes. 6418. MS. showres. 
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Leve taketh of this mayden free, 

And In-to Shippe streght goth he. 6408 
After hym come In hys hors a-non). 
The Shipmen besyen) hem fast echon), 
Her anker vp draw, and down) wyth 
the sAyle, 

And forth a-fore the wynde they sayle. 
Whan) the Maryners vndyr the Sayle 
were, (leaf 45, back] 6418 

Partanope they made ryght grete chere 
Be cause of Vrak, that mayden free. 
To make hym) chere alle Besy they 
be. 6416 

Bo than they had Say led xv Iorney 
A-for 'tfeurtes they were, th*t Cytee. 
They ou'te wytll h**r hote ryght a-none. 


Partanope wyth hern in ther dothegone. 
They toke in wyth hem) hys hakeney. 
To Bloys they Row the next way. 6424 
Anone as they come to the stronde, 
Partanope in hast they sett on) lond, 
And hym there left wyth-oaten) moo. 
The bad hym fare welt, and home they 
go. 6428 

T)Artanope after this Shipp gan) loke, 
Of his myshappe grete heede he 
toke. 

Wyth-in hym-self he thought hym) 
wytterly: 

"Alas,” though[t] he, "how ungraci¬ 
ously 

To my love have I gouemyd me ! 6438 
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A thowsande parte I had leuer be 
Dedde |>en lyffe as I nowe do. 

My Ioye ys go for euer-mo.” 

So yre and sorowe to[ke] hym by )»e hatrelle, 
)>at downe to grownde on) sownynge he felle. 
Hj/s spyrytte of lyffe fro hym ny paste. 

So longe he lay, and atte the laste 
He rosse as a man) alle dysmayed. 

Hys spyritualle membrys were grettely affrayed. 
After hys shyppe* he gan) to se, 

Wyche some-tyme was wonte to be 
Attendant# to hym, and nowe ys go. 

Hys herte so sore gan) quappe tho, 

Remembrynge of the Ioye he had be-fore, 
Wyche ys nowe go for euer-more. 

Ther-wytA sodenly come a grypynge 
A-bowte hys herte, J»at efte on) sownynge 
He felle, and \>er-wyth the paynes stronge 
So perelowse were, and lasted so longe, 

That of thys myschyffe ny ded he was. 

And when he a-woke, he sayde: “ Allas, 

Allas ! ” he sayde, and per-wylh fulle sore 
He syked, and sayde : “ feat I was bore, 

The tyme cursed motte hyt be ! 

Allas, Erie Mares, why ne had ye 
Slayne me a-none wytA-owten more, 


6436 


6440 


6444 


6448 


6452 


[leaf 82) 


6456 


6443. MS. spyppe. 


and lament*. 


He withes 
he were 
dead. 
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A thousand past 1 had lever be 
Dede than) lyfe now as I do. 

My Ioy ys gone for euer-moo.” 6436 
So Ire and sorow toke hym be the 
hatereit, 

That downe to the grownd on) whom) 
he felle. 

Hys spyrit of hym futt nygh was past. 
So long he lay that atte last 6440 
He a-rose as a man alle dysmayde. 

Hys spirituett membres were gretly 
a-frayed. 

After the Shipp he ganne to see, 
Which was som-tyme wont to be 6444 
Attendant to hym, and now ys go. 


His hert so sore ganne whappe tho, 
Kemenbring of the Ioy he had be-forc, 
Which ys now go for euer-more. 6448 
Therwyth sodenly a gryping 
A-boute his hert, that Efte on) swon- 
nyng 6450 

He felle, and ther-of the payne strong, 
That of this myschyf nye dyd he was. 
And alias hesayd, whan he a-woke was. 
“Allas,” he sayde, and there-wyth futt 
sore (leaf 4«) 

He syghed, and sayd: “that I was 
bore 6456 

Tylle the tyme cursed mot hit be! 
Allas, Erie Marres, why ne had ye 
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All bit Joy 
it gone. 


A man who 
it false to 
bit Jove, 
should die 
many timet. 


When) ye rescowed kynge Surnegowre 1 
Or ells I had ben) In the foreste 
Off Ardeme I-slayne, and vryth some best© 
Deuowred, or euer* ffayre Melyowre, 

My loue, my Ioye, myne hertea t resow re, 
Shulde euer thys fowle ^orowc me 
Be trayed ! for well I wotte nowe )>at she 
For-euer ys loste J»orowe my folye, 
Where-fore a traytowre nowe am I; 

And am be-trayed eke ther-to. 

Allas )>e tyme hyt shulde be so! 

Adame loste paradyse J>orowe hys folye, 
Butte yette a gretter losse haue I. 

For when )» angelle droffe hym owte, 

Thys ys the sothe wyt/i-owte dowte, 

He toke wyth hym hys loue, bys wyffe; 

In Ioye they ledde forthe ther lytfe. 

Butte euen) the contrary haue I do. 

My Ioye ys loste for euer-moo. 

Wylfully I haue loste myne honowre ; 
perfore resone ys )>at I in langowre 
Lyffe euer, and neuer Dye. 

Fols traytowre wycked J>at am I. 

A man) \>at fals ys to hys loue. 

By goode Iugemente Jie lorde a-boue 
Shulde not suffer hym to dye attc onus, 

6463. euer] MS. ells. 


64GO 


6464 


6468 


6472 


6476 


6480 


6484 
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Whan ye rescowed king Somogoure, 
Slayne me in that same hours,* 6460 
Or elles I had be in the forest 
Of Arderne I-Slayne, and wyth som 
best 

Deroured, or euer fayre Melyoure 
My lore, my Ioy, my hertej tresoure, 
Shulde euer thus foule thorgh me 6465 
Be trayed / futt wele I wote now that 
She 

For euer ys lost thorw my foly, 
Wherefor I knowlech a traytoure am 
I ; 6468 

And am be-trayed eke ther-to ; 

And my lore for euer ys vndo. 

6460. MS. honore. 


Adam lost paradyse thorogh his foly, 
But yet a gretter losse haue I. 6472 
For whan) the angeH drofe hem oute, 
This ys the Soth wyth-outen) doute, 
He toke wyth hym hys love, hys wyfe ; 
In Ioy they ledde forth her lyfe. 6476 
But even the contrary haue I do. 

My Ioy ys lost for euer-moo. 

Wylfutty I haue lost myn) honore ; 
Therfore Reson ys that in langore 6480 
I lyve euer and never day. 

False tray tor wykked that [am] I. 

A man that false ys to hys love, 

Be gode Iugement the lord above 6484 
Shulde not suffre hym to dey at ones. 
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Butte lette hym fele to dye onys, 

And efte to lyffe and ofte to dye ageyne. 

J)U8 shulde suche traytowres byne 6488 

Serued and nogfite do hym to dethe softe. 

Sucfte a traytowre shulde dye ofte, 

\)at myghte ofte haue remembraunce 

Off hys fals and vn-trewe gouemaunce.” [leaf 82 , bscki 6492 

And per-wyth : “ Allas,” seyde Partonope, 

“ pys Ivgemente be ryghte moste fnlle fon] me.” 

GRette sorowe to hym Partonope Jdothe take, 

For he hathe loste for euer hys make. 6496 

Hys songc was not but wellawaye. 

In sorowynge he spendythe )>ys longe day 
Vppon) the banke of pat ryvere, 

Tylle pat the laste )>«t darke euyn) per 6500 

Wolde hym lette no lenger ther a-byde. 

Then toke hys hakeney, and forthe gaiVhe ryde 
Streyghte vn-to the castelle-gate 

Off Bloyes, and redy he fowndc ther-atto 6504 

A ycman), wyche was chyffe portere. 

On) hys kne he kneled ; wyt/i goode chere 
Welcomythe he hys lorde Partonope. 

• No worde a-geyne pen answered he. 6508 

He lyghte fro hys horse, and wente into [the] halle, 

And per he fownde hys meyne alle. 

Mony a knygfcte and [mony] a Squyere, 

6487. ofte] o like e. 


Partonope 
ataya there 
till night. 


Then he 
ri<lrs to 
Blois. 


Without 
spesking to 
the porter, 
lie alights 
and enters 
the hall. 


Uii iv. 

But lat hym lye longe in gronej, 

And efte to lyre and dye ayen. 

Thus shulde such traytor bene 6488 
Served and not to haue his deth softe. 
Such a traytor ehuld 1 dey ofte, 

That he myght haue ofte remenbrans.” 
And ther-wyth “Allas,” sayd Par- 
taiiope, 6493 

“This lugement be ryght most fatt on) 
me. 

Grete sorow Partanope to hym doth 
take, 

For he hath for evyr lost his make. 6496 
Hys songe was not but wele-away. 

In sorowing he spendyth the longe 
day 


Coll. MS. 

Vpon the banke of that Rever, 

Tylle the day derked there, 6500 
And myght ther no lenger a-byde. 
Than) he vpon) hys hakeney forth gan) 
ryde 

Stieyght vn)-to the Castett-yate 
Of Bloys, and redy he fonde ther-ate 
A yoman, that was Ohyfe porter. 6505 
On) hys kne he kneled, and wyth goode 
chiere 

Welcome his lord Partanope. 

No word a-yen) than answerd he. 6508 
He lyght from) hys hors, and in-to the 
halle, 

And there he found hys meyne alle. 
Many a knygh[t] and many a Squyere, 
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Be does not 
answer the 
matings of 
nis knights, 
bat shuts 
himself 
up in a 
chamber. 


His mother 

hastens 

thither, 


but In 
h*r*h words 
Psrtonope 
refuses to 
see her. 


When) they hym sey, fuH IoyfuH were. 

On) kne they sette hem euerychone, 

And vryth goode herte welcomyi) hym home. 

Butte he no worde answered a-yen), 

Where-fore alle hys meyne ben) 6516 

Heuy and sory, and Partonope 
In-to a chamber J>e streyghte wey gope he, 

Alle a-lone wytA-owten) any lette, 

And after hym the dore he shette. 6520 

When hys moder herde thys tydynge, 

|)at hur sone come yn) sore wepynge, 

Off thes tydynges she was a-gaste, 

And to hys chamber heyeil hyr faste. 6524 

She wende haue entered wytA-owte lette, 

And J»en fownde she J»e dore faste shette. 

“ Fayre sone," sayde she, “ lette me come In.”— 

“ In,feythe,” sayde he, “ )>at shalle not byn). 6528 

Ye haue mo betrayed, and per-to 
Ye haue made me betraye my loue also. 

Youre crafte for euer hath me vndo, [i«fS3] 

6531. Here begins the third haJid. 
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Whau) they hym syght futt Ioyfutt 
were. 6512 

On kne they sett hem euerychone, 

And wyth goode hert welcome hym be 
home. 

But he no worde answeryd ayen, 
Where-fore alle meyne bene 6516 

Futt evy and sory, and Partanope 
In-to the chambre streyght goth he, 
Alle a-lone wyth-outen) lett, 6519 

And after hym) the down) he shett. 
Whan) hys modyr herd this tyding, 
That her sone came In Sore weping, 

Of this thynge She was a-gast, 6523 

And to the cnambre liighed her fast. 
She went to haue entred wythoute 
lett, 

And the dore was fast I-shett. 6526 

“Fayre sone," Sayd she, “that shaft 
not I come In t ”— 

“ In fayth," Sayde he, “ that shatt not 
bene. '' 6528 

Ye haue made me be-trayed my love 
also. 

Youre craft for euer hath me vndo, 
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1 Futt heuy and sory is Partonope 6517 

[ileaf «6) 

Att alone witA-out lete, 6519 

And after hym the dore he shete. 6520 
When) his moder herde J>is thynge, 
That here sone come In sore wepynge, 
Of pis thynge she was a-gaste, 

And to his chamhir hyeae faste. 6524 
She wende to haue entyrde witA-out 
lete, 

And J»e dore was faste shete. 

“ Fayre sone," seyde she, “let me come 
In."— 

“ In feyth," seyde he, “ ^at shatt not 
ben). 

Ye haue made me be-tmye my loue 
also. 6529 

Youre crafte for euer hathe me vndoo 
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And shewed wele pat no devyH is she. 

May I oones departs wele from the. 

Loke neuer to haue Ioy of me! 

Seke the a sone where pat pe luste, 

For on your modyrshipp shall I neuer trust.” 
When his mod re pus herd hym sey, 

And pat hir modershipp he can reney, 

And so vnkyndely to hir gan speke, 

For sorow she thought hir hert wolde breke. 
“ Fayre sone,” seid she, “ I cry you mercy. 

In swych entent yete neuer was I 
In no wise you to be-tray.” 

And with that worde she gan array 
Hir-self, pat pite a man myght haue. 

She tare hir heere, and gan to Rave. 

“ Lete me come In, good sone,” seide site. 

“ I pray you, lady, pus lete me be 
Alone; for your faire parlement 
Hathe made that I am for euer shent. 

My love, my hertely Ioy haue ye 


6532 


He will 
never trust 
her. 


6536 


6540 The mother 

thinks her 
heart is 
breaking. 


6544 


6548 


8he has de¬ 
prived him 
of his love 
and his Joy. 
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And shewed wett that no devytt ys 
she, 6532 

Which for euer ys gone from) me. 

May I ones departed waft from the. 
Loke neuer to haue Ioye of me ! (leaf 47] 
Seke the a sone where that poo lust. 
For on vour modership shaft I neuer 
trust.” 6536 

W Han) the moder herd hym thus 

•ay. 

And that her modership he gan) reney, 
And so vnkendely to her gan) speke, 
For sorow She thoght her hert wold 
breke. 6540 

“Fayre sone,” sayde She, “I cry yow 
mercy. 

In fs]which entent yett neuer was I 
In no wyse yow to be-traye.” 6543 
And wyth that word She gan) aray 
Her-self, that pyte a man) myght haue. 
She tare her here, and gan) to Rave. 
“Lett me come In, gode sone," sayde 
she.— 

“ I pray yow, lady, late me thus be 
A love ; for youre fayre parlameut 6549 
Hath made that I am for euer I-shentt. 
My love, my hertely Ioye haue ye 


And shewyde wett pal no devitt is she. 


May I onys departe wett fro the. 6533 
Loke neuer to haue Ioye of me. 

Seke pe a sone where Pou lyste 
For on your moderchipe snatt I neuer 
trusts," 6536 

U When) pe moder herde hym pus sey, 


And p at hir moderchipe he gan renye, 
And so vnkyndly to hym gan speke, 
For sorwe she pought her hert dyde 
breke. 6540 

“ Fayre sone," she seyde, “ I crye you 
mercy. ” 


And witA pat worde she gan array 
Hir-selfe, pat pete a man) myght haue. 
She tare her here, and gan to raue.6546 
“ Let me come In, good son,” seyde 
she.— 

“ I pray you, lady, let me pus be 6548 
Allone, for youre parlemente 
Hathe made for euer pa* I am shente. 
My loue, my hertly Ioye haue ye 
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The mother 
hue meant 
all for the 
beat. 


Why ran he 
not take 
the niece of 
the King ? 


Withouten ende foraome me.”— 

“ Trewly, my fayre sone, neuer my wetyng,” 

Seide pis lady, fuH sore wepyng. 

“ I wende haue done aH for pe best, 

And to haue brought your hert in Reste. 6556 

Here amonge your Chyvallry 
Ye haue made a sory company.” 

Syth pis lady aawe no comforte, 

Seide: “ Of you they haue no comforte, 6560 

And sithe in faute they may not be, 

AH pe disese I take on me. 

And this I take on me allone. 

Sone, why make ye suche moone 6564 

AH for love of this Meliore ? 

Ye mowe yite purchace as good tresoure, 

And pat as plesaunt to you shaH be, 

I dare wele sey, as eu er. was she. 6568 

Me thinketh it were a Right fayre chaunge 
To leve Meliore pat is bore straunge, [leaf &3, back] 

And take a woman of your contre, 

That is brought forpe in hyghe degre 6572 

And nece to pe kyng of Fraunce. 
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Wyth-outen end* for-nome me.”— 
"Trewly my fayre sone, nevyr my 
wvtting,” 6553 

Seyd this lady, futt sory weping. * 

“ I wend haue done att for the best, 
And to a brought your hert in rest. 
Here amonge youre Chevalry 6557 

Ye haue made a sory company." 

Syght this lady saw no comfort 
Seyd : " Of yow haue they no dysporte, 
And syth in fawte they not be, 6561 
Alle the dyssese 1 take on) mo. 

And I take on) me allone. 

Sone, why make thus raoche mone 6564 
Alle for love of this Melioure? 

Ye mow yit purchas as goode tresoure, 
And that as plesaunt to yow shatt be, 

I dar weft say, as euer was She. 6568 
Me thenketh hit were a ryglit fayre 
Chang [l leaf 47. back] 

To leve Melioure, that ys bore straung, 
And take a woman of youre Contre, 
That ys brought forth in hygh degre 
1 And nece to [the] king of Fraunce. 6573 
11. 65S4-5 inverted in MS. 
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Wythe-out ende be-norae me.”— 6552 
“ Truly, my fayre sone, my wepyuge,” 

Seyde pis lady, futt sore wepynge, 

* * I wende a don) att for the beste, 

And to a don your hert In reste. 6556 
Here amonge youre chevalrye 
Ye haue made a sory company. 

Sethe pis lady sawe no comforte, 6559 
1 Sethe of you haue pey no dyssporte, 
And sethe In faute pey not be, 

Att pe dvsseyse I take on me, 

And pis I take on me alone.Pleaf 45, back] 
Sone, whi make pou pus meche mone 
Att for loue of pis Melyore f 6565 
Ye may yet purchase as good tresoure. 
And as plesant to you shatt be, 

I dare wett sey, as euer was she. 6568 
Me thynketh it were a fayre chaunce 

To leve Melyore I-bore In Fraunce, 
And take a woman) of your contre, 
That is brought furthe of high degre 
And nyce to pe kynge of Fraunce. 6573 
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Me thinketh pis were a fayre lyaunce. 

And lie wiB gyve at oone Reise 
As grete lordshipp as the honour of Bleys. 

In }>is lande they haue grete affyaunce, 

They love you as wele as pe kyng of Fraunce. 
This londe had be loste, had ye not be. 
Therfore, fayre sone, as ye love me, 

Lete be your crying ‘ alas, alas,’ 

And aB J>is hevynesse lete it passe.” 
PArtonope* to hir yave noone answere. 

More sorowe myght no man bere. 

He couthe no chere, he cou)>e no countenaunce, 
Meliore myght not of his Remembraunce. 

Yite of his modire he hadde grete pite, 

And in his lierte ofte thought he : 

“ My moany feyne wolde I chere. 

Therof,” thought he, “ I am to lere, 

Sith in my lierte no Ioy I fynde, 

For Melyore may not from my inynde.” 

Thus aB they withouten doute, 

6583. MS. patronope. 


6576 


6580 


Partonop* 
«loea ii"t 

6584 anawer her 

a word. 


though 
pitying hU 

6588 mother. 


6502 
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Me thenketh this were a fayre lyauncc, 
And he wol gyf at one Ryese 
Aa grete lordeship as the honor* of 
Bloys. 6576 

In this loud hath grete affyauns. 

They love yow aa wel as the kiug of 
Fraunce. 

Thys londe hade be lost, had ye not 
be. 

Therfore, fayre aone, as ye love me, 
Late youre Criyng be alias, alias, 6581 
And alle this hevynes late hyt j>asse." 
Artanope to her yafe none answere, 
Ne More sorow myght no man) 
bere. 6584 

He cowde no chere ne no contynaunse, 
Melioure myght not of hys remem- 
braunse. 

Yet of hys modyr he had grete pyte, 
And in hys hert ofte thorugh he : 6588 
“My meynes fayne wold I chere. 
“Ther of,” thought he, “I am to lere, 
Syth [in] my hert no Ioy I fynde, 

For Melionre May not fro my raynde.” 
Thus alle they, wythouten douute, 


Ratal. MS. 

Me thynkyth pis were a fyere alyaunce. 
And he wilt gyfe at on reyae 
As grete a loidchipe as pe honour of 
Bloyes 6576 . 

In pis londe hathe grete affyaunce, 

The loue you aa welt as pe kynge of 
Fra mice. 

This londe hade he loste, hade ye not 
be. 

Ther-for, fayre son, as ye loue me,6580 
Let be your* crying* ‘alias, alias,’ 

And alt pis heuynes let it pas.” 
Partonope to hir gaf non answer*. 

More sorwe myglit no man bere. 6584 

He couthe no chere ne countenance, 
Melyore myght not of his remem- 
b ran nee. 

Yet of his moder he hade grete pete, 
And in his hert ofte pought he : 6588 

“ My men) fayne wolde I chere. 
Ther-of,” pought he, “I am to lere, 
Sethe in my hert no Ioye I fynde. 

For Melyore may not of my mynde.” 
Thus alt day, witA-out doute, 6593 
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The King of 
France 
•ends for 
the bifthops, 
and beg* 
them to 
comfort 
Partonope. 


His moder and meany stode w»tA-oute, 

Of his disese eu er complaynyng, 

Till on J>e morowe the soune gan spryng, 6596 

That of hym they had no comforte, 

Ne noone of them cou}>e oj yer aporte. 

Anoone )>rugh Fraunce it Ronne J>e tithynge 

That Partonope * liej> in [poynt of] deyng 6600 

For hevynesse of sory mysschaunce. 

And anoone perwitA )>e kyng of Frauuce 
After Erchbisshopps and bisshopps sent in haste, 

And bade that they shuld hye hem faste 6604 

To Bleys to comforte her good ffrende. 

They tokc her hors and J»ider they wende. 

When they were J»ere they wolde be, 

% 

To |>e Chambre J>ey come where Partonope* 6608 

Hym-self had prisoned wondirfully. [leaf 84 j 

The bysshopps gan speke to hym futt goodly, 

And with hym tretid in J>e best manere, 

6600, 6608. MS. patronope. 
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Hys moder and meyne stode wyth¬ 
ou te 

Of hia desese euer complayming 
Tytt on) the morow the soune gan) 
spring, 6596 

That of hym they had no Comfort, 

Ne none of them, Cownde other sprot. 
Anone thorugh Fraunce ys ronne the 
tyding 

That Partonope lyeth in poynt of 
dyyiDg 6600 

For hevynes of sory myschauns. 

And a-none ther-wyth tlie king of 
Frauns 


After Lrchebyshops and byshops sent 
in hast, 

And bad that they shulde hye hem 
fast 6604 

To Bloys to comfort her grete frende. 

They toke her hors and theder they 
wende. 

Whan) they were there they wolde be, 

To the Chambre they come where Par- 


tanope 660S 

Hym-self had presoned wondyr-fully. 
The bysshope to hym ganne speke futt 
goodely, 

And wyth hym treted in the best 


uianere, 


His moder and his men) stode witA- 
oute, 6594 

Of his dysseyse euer complayny[n]ge, 
Titt on) raorwe son gan sprynge, 

That of hym J>ey hade no comforte, 

Ne none of they me couthe o per sporte. 
Anone in Fraunce rone the tydynge 

That Partonoj* lyth in ponte of 
dyinge 6600 

For heuynes of sory my[s]chaunce. 
Anone pere-WitA )>e kynge of Fraunce 

For erche-bysshopus and byssliopns 
sent in haste, [leaf 46} 6603 

And bade Jxit J>ey shulde hye hem faste 

To Bloyes to comfort Jxrr grete frende. 
They take per hors and deper pey 
wende. 6606 

When hey were come to Partonope 6008 


Hym-selfe hade presonde wonderfully. 
The byshoptt* to hym speke futt 
gocxfiy 

And wttA hym tretyde in 1* beste 


manere 
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Hym counseylyng to be of good chore, 
And tolde hym ensaumples of holy write, 
And how pat men had loste her witte 
Throw takyng of such hevynesse. 

Thus eiche bisshopp made his processe 
To pe dore of his chambre be sermone. 
But for aH pat they ne mowne 
Make hym to speke to hem a worde. 
When they pus sey, be oone acorde 
Fro hym they turae futt sore wepyng, 
And home they priked witA-oute lettyng. 
They lefte Partonope * sorowyng aloone.- 
The kyng of Fraunce pen what to doone 
Wote neuer, and pus futt hevely 
Departed att pis company. 

Grete sorowe made att his meany 
And euery day futt oft they be 
Atte dore of her lordes prisone, 
Lystenyng alwey if any sowne 
Or worde of hym they myght here. 

6623. MS. patroDope. 


6612 


6616 


He will 
not Ulk 
to them, 


6620 


6624 


nnd they 
arc obliged 
io leave. 


Hia retinue 
go weeding 
6628 home. 
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Hym Counsayling to be a goode 
Cheyre, [leaf 48) 6612 

And told hym Ensamplea of holy 
wyrtt, 

And how that men) had lost her wytt 
Thorow taking of such hevynes. 

Thus Eche Bysshope made hys pro- 
cesae 6616 

To the dore of hys chambre be sermon). 
But for alle that they ne mowne 
Make hym to speke to hym a word. 
Whan) they this sey, be one acorde 
Fro hym they torne futt sor* weping, 
And home they pryked wyth-out lett¬ 
ing. 6622 

They left Partanope Sorowyng alone. 
The king of Fraunce than) what to 
done 6624 

Wote nevir, and thus futt hevyly 
Departed alle thys company. 

Grete sorow make alle hys meyney. 
And euerfy] day futt ofte they be 6628 
At the dore of her lordes prysoun), 
Lestenyng alway yf ony soune 
Or word of hym ther myght here. 

6621. MS. for. 


Raid. MS. 

Hym counscllynge in pe best* raaner, 


And tolde hym somplis of holy wryte, 


And howe pat men) hade loste per wyte 
Thorwe takynge of soyche heuynes. 
Thus iche byssnope made his prossese 


To )>e dore of his chambir be sermon). 
But att pat pey lie mon) 6618 

Make hym to speke a worde. 

When pey se be on acorde 6620 

Fro hym pey tume sore wepynge, 

And home pey prekede witA-out 
lettvnge. 

They left* Partonope sorwynge allone. 
The kynge of France pen) what to done 


Wot neucr, and pus futt heuyle 6625 
Departyde fro pis companye. 

Grete sorwe make his meyne, 

And euery day futt ofte pey be 6628 
At pe dore of per lordes preson), 
Lysteny[n]ge att-wey of ony sounne 
Ore worde of hym pey myght here. 
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But att for nought; of hyin no chere 
They coupe haue, pis is no nay. 

This lyfe they ladde vj. wekes day, 

And they pan toke hem euerychone 
What counseylle was beste to doonc, 

And seyne : “ In grete wanliojnj 
Oure lorde is loste, Partonope.” * 

Therfore eiche roan trusse hem hoouie, 

“ This is Jie beste pat we may doone.” 

Thus they go wtt/joute leve takyug, 

Eiche man to his house sore wepyDg. 

Now witt I tett you of Partonope *: 

Lytitt he etith and lasse dryukep he. 

Thries in pe weke lie dope ete ; 

His fode is not deynte mete : 

Brede made of barly or elles of oote, 

This is his mete, and watir sode (learsi, back) 
His his drynke two dayes or pre, 

That iu pe weke now taketh lie. 

That is his sustenaunce and levyng; 

In oper rule may no man hym bryng. 

6688 , 6648. MS. patronope. 


6632 


6636 


6640 


6644 


6648 


6652 
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But alle for noght, of hym no chere 
They Cowde, this ya no nay. 6632 
This lyfe they ledde vj wokes day, 

And they than) toke hem to-gedyi 
echone 

What Counsaytt was beat to done, 

And seyn : “In gretc wanhope 6637 
Oure lord ya lost now, Partanope.” 
Ther-to eche man truase hym home. 
“This ys the best that wlie may done.” 
Thus they go wyth oute lcvc laking, 
Eche man to hys hous sore weping. 6642 

N Ow wot I tett yow of Partanope: 
Lytytt he etht, and losse drinkeiti 
he. [i leaf 4S, back] 6644 

Thrift in the woke lie doth cate ; 

Hya foote ys now deynte mete: 

Brede make of berIcy or Elles of ote, 
Thys ys his mete, and water sode 6648 
Ys his drynke two days or thre, 

That In the woke now taketh he. 
‘Thys ys hya Sustenaunce and leving; 
In other rule may no man hym bring. 


6646. ys) y corrected from h (T ). 

6648 Thys) the y teenu to be added after an i. 
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But att for nought, for hym no chere 
They couthe haue, pia is no nay. 6633 
This lyfe J>ey lede viii wekes day. 

They toke hen to-geder ichone 

What counsett was beste to done 6636 
And [seyn] in grete wanhope 
Oure lorde is loste nowe, Partonope. 
Ther-fore iche man) trusse hym home 
This is pe beste >at we may done. 6640 
Thus J>ey gon witA-out leue takynge. 
Eche man) to his howse sore wepynge. 
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His hede, his fete wole he not wasslie. 

His Coloure is lyke pale asslie, 

His llayles gTowen and att forfare, 

He martreth his body w»t/i sorowe and care, 
He is for-growen v/i\h his heere. 

This peyn suffrej) he att J>e yere. 

When J>at yere come)) to ende 
He was so megere and so vnthende 
And so pale and ouer-growe, 

That )>ere is noone on lyve, I trowe, 

Shuld hym haue take for Partonope ♦ ; 

So hugely wasted a-wey is he. 

This was his worde : “ Meliore, my Ioy, 
Allas, shall I neuer se )>e with Ee ] ” 

Thus wolde he sey sore wepyng. 

In ))is wise he lietli mourenyng, 

That att his myght is so clene gone 
He may not rise from his bed alone 
With-outen helpe, ne go iu. pase. 

His songe had ben to ofte alias. 

Vpon a day )>is wofutt Partonope * 

Sate on his bedde, and ))en seide he : 

6663, 6673. patronope. 


6656 


At the end 
of the year 
6660 heiano 

more recog¬ 
nizable. 


6664 


6668 


He cannot 
ri*e from the 
bed alone. 

6672 

Brooding 
over hi* 
misfortune. 
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heede, his feete wol he not waysse 
His coloure ys lyke the pale Aysshe, 
His navies growen) and alle for-fare, 
He martereth hys body wyth sorow anc 
care, 6651 

He ys for-growen wyth his here. 

This payne suffereth alle the yere. 
'Whan that yere was come to ende, 

He was so megere and so vn-thende. 
And so pale and over-growe. 666] 
That ther ys none on) lyfe, I trow, 
Shulde hym haue take for Partanope ; 
Sho hugeiy wasteyd away ys he. 6664 
This was hys worde:“Me)youre,my Ioy. 
Allas, shaft I neuer see the wyth Ie ? ” 
Thus wolde he sey Sore weping. 

In this wyse he lyeth mor[n]ing, 6668 
Thnt alle hys myght ys so clene gone 
He may not ryse from) hys bed alone 
Wytho[n]ten helpe, ne go thre pase. 
His songe had bene to ofte alias. 6672 

V l’on a day this wofutt Partanope 
Sate on) hys bedde,and than sayd he: 

PARTONOPE. 


Rawl. MS. 


Vppon a day pis wofutt Partonope 
Sat on his bede, and J>en seyde he : 
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Godto' lore * “ 0 fudir of hevyn omnipotent, 
on V him* rcr That erthe, watir, and firmament 

Madest of nought at oo worde, 

And after into pis wreched worlde 
Sendist J)i sone mabkynde to take, 

And auffredist hym dey for oure Bake, 
Sende me comforte for pi mekenesse, 
And let me not perysshe in pis distresse. 
Comforte me by thy holy goste. 

What is me beste, lorde, pou wele woste. 
Thou blessed modir and may den Marie 
That concey vedist within thi body 
Thy ffadir, thy sone, thi creature, 

And as softely as a lylle floure 
Oute of the erthe peynles dope sprynge, 
Right so easily, lady, in thy childyng 
Thou were delyuered of thy Savyoure, 
And broughte8t forpe pat blessed floure 
Ayenst )>e course of comyn kynde— 

In holy wryte pits clerkes fynde— 

And, lady, as wissely as I l>eleve 


6676 


6680 


6684 


[leaf 85J 

6688 


6692 


Unit. Coll. MS. 

" 0 fader of heren) omnypotent, 

That erthe, water, and firmament 6676 
Madest of noght [at] oo worde, 

And after in-to thys wercched 1 worlde 
Synthyst they sonne maketh to take, 
And suffredyst hym dey for oure sake, 
Send me comfort for they mekenes, 6681 
And lete me not perysch in thys destres. 
Comfort me be the holy goat. 

What ys me best, lorde, thow wel wost. 
Thow blyssed modyr and mayden) 
Marye, 6685 

That Conseyvedyst wyth-in they body 
Thy fadyr, they sone, they creature, 
And as softely as a lylly floure 6688 
Oute of the erthe paynles doth spring, 
1 Ryght so easely lady in Childiug 
Thou were delyuered of they savioure, 
And broghtest forth that blyssed 
floure 6692 

A-yenst the counse of Comyn) kynde— 
In holy wryt thus Clerke fynde— 

And, lady, as wyssely as I be-lcvc 
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1 0 fader of heuyn, omnipotent* 

[I leaf 46, hackl 

That erthe, water, and fyrment* 6676 
Modest* of nought at one worde, 

And after In-to pis wrechyde worde 
Se ityste >y son mankyndc to take, 
And sofferes hym dede for oure sake, 
Sende me comforte for py mekenes, 
And let me not perishe in dysstrea. 
Comforte me by >4 holy grace. 6683 
What is me best*, lorde, pm well woste. 
Thou blyssede raoder, roayde Marye 

That conseyuedeste in ]>y body 
Thy fader, by son, py creature 
And as softly as lylly floure 6C88 


Ayenste ]te course of comyn kynde— 
In holy wryte pis clerkes fynde— 6694 
And, lady, as wysly as I beleue 
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In childyng peynfutt }>ou feldest no greve, 
With att my hert I beseche )>e 
In my diseace haue mercy on me! 

Of my life, lady, I am futt wery, 

For att to longe lyved haue I. 

To longe liveth he J>at doJ>e felony ; 
Therfore my Ioy were forto dey. 

I wolde fayne dey, and I wist how. 

But )>e wey toward as nowe. 

I can not fynde, so God me save; 

For I ne haue with me yen.an ne knave 
That in my possescion) wole leve a knyve, 
Wher-wtt/i I niyght vndo my lyfe. 

Allas de)>e, what ayleth the ? 

Why delyuerest )>ou not )>e worlde of me ? 
The false folke pou haste Ioy to save, 

AH the good pou wilt haue. 

Robbers, tray tours pou levist on lyve, 

And such as caste hem neuer to )>ryve, 
SWych pou su Brest to haue longe life 
That sette her neghbores euer in strife, 


6696 


6700 


He ift weary 
ofhin life, 


6704 


•nd wishes 
to die. 


6708 


6712 


God always 
allows the 
wicked to 
live, 


6716 
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In Chyldyng peynfutt tliow feltest no 
greve, 6696 

Wyth alle hert I be-seche the 
In my dessese haue mercy on) me ! 

Of my lyfe, lady, I am futt wery, 

For alle to longe lyved haue I. 6700 
To long lyveth he that doth felony ; 
Ther-fore my loye were for to dey. 

I wolde fayne dye and I wyst how. 

But the way to-warde as now 6704 

I can) not fynde, So God me save ; 

For I ne haue wyth yoraan ne knawe 
Thatin my possession wold leve a knyfe, 

Where-wyth I myght vn-do my lyfe. 
Alas doth, what eyleth the? 6709 

Why delyuerest thou not the worlde 
of me ? 

The flase folke thow hast Ioy to save, 
Alle the god thow wylt haue. 6712 

Kobbers, traytor thow levyst on) lyve, 

And such as cast hem nevyr to thryve, 

Swych thou sufleiyst to haue long lyfe 
That sette liere ney hours evyr in stryfe, 


Rarcl. MS. 

Inchildynge paynfutt pou felt nogreue, 

Wi'tA att my hert I be-seche the 6697 
In my dysseyse haue mercy on me ! 

Of my lytie, lady, I am wevy. 

For att to longe leuyde haue I. 6700 
To longe leuyth he pat dothe felony ; 
There-for my loye were to dye. 

I wolde fayne dye and I wyste howe. 
But pe wey towarde as nowe 6704 
I can not lynde, so God me saue. 

For I ne haue witA me yeman ne knaue 
That in my possession witt leue a 
knyfe, 

Ther-wt'tA I myght vndo my lyfe. 

Alas dethe, what eylyth the T 6709 
Why delyuereste pou not )>e worde of 
me? 

The false folke pou doste saue 
Att pe good pou wilt haue 6712 

Robberes, traytores pou leuyste on 
lyue, 

And soyche as caste him neuer to 
thryue, 

Soyche pou sufereste to haue longe lyfe 
That set per nyghebores euer iu stryfe, 

S 2 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



260 


Bi'itish Museum MS. 


bat lets the 
go»*d die. 


He eercre 
with fair 
and rirtu- 
oim ladies, 
and favours 
those who 
are vicious. 


In his woe, 
Partonope 
resolves to 
die. 


And lede her lyfe eu er in Cursednesse, 

They be suffred to haue J>e swetnesse 
Of p is worlde; pe to per fat good be, 

Fro fi swerde they shutt not fle. 6720 

The good J>ou shuldest sufFre on lyve, 

The false fou shuldest sle as blyve. 

Ladies fat fayre ben and vertuose, 

To hem fou here arte and dispituose, 6724 

And ouer hem redy to take vengeance. 

The foule, fe viciouse fou doste enhaunce; [leaf ss.btck] 

In wordly Ioy fou makest hem hye. 

Alas, faire Wrake, sife pat I fe seye, 6728 

And fat ye besied you me to clofe, 

My life hafe sith me be fuH lofe. 

'Die clofes me liste nener to chaunge, 

This life to me hath be fuH straunge, 6732 

For att to-Rent and Roten they be.” 

And with that worde Partonope* 

FeH in swonyng for hevynesse. 

He lay ferin longe or it wolde cese. 6736 

Wit/iouto coraforte alone was he. 


6734. patronope. 


Univ. Coll. MS. 

And ledc her lyfe ener in Oursednes, 
They besufferd to haue theSwetnes 6718 
Of this world / the tothcr that "ode be, 
Fro thy Swerd that shulde not fle. 6720 
The goode thow shuldest suHre on) lyve. 

The false thow shuldest Sle as blyve. 
Ladyes that fayre bene and vertuos, 
Tohemthowfeersoartandspituose, 6724 
And oaer hym redy to take vengeannee. 

The foule, vycious thou dost enhauns ; 
In wordely Ioy thou makest hym hye. 
Alas fayre Vrak.Syth that I the sye,6728 
‘And that ye besyed yow me to clothe, 
My lyfe hath syght me be So lothe. 
Tho clothes me lyste never to chonge, 
This lyfe to me hath bene futt straunge. 
For alle to-rent and roten they be. ”6733 
And wyth that worde Partanope 
Fylle on) sownnyng for hevy-nesse. 

He lay ther-In long or hyt wyll cese. 
Wy thou ten) confort allone was he. 

i leaf 49, back. 


Raid. MS. 

And lede hir lyfe euer in coursedenes 
They be sofferae to haue J>e swetnes 
Of J>ia worde ; J>e ojxrr fwt goode be, 

Fro fy swerde J>ey shutt not fle 6720 
The good shuldyste J»ou suffer on 
lyue, [leaf 47] 

The false Jjou shulde sle belyue. 

Ladyes Jwt fayre ben and vertuouse, 

To hem eucr fou art dysspvtuouse, 
And eurr on hem redy to take 
vengaunce. 6725 

The foule, vecious fou doste enhaunce ; 
In worldly Ioye fou makeste hem hye. 
Allas, fore W rake sethe I fe seye, 6728 
And fat vou besyede you me to clothe, 
My loue hathe be me futt lothe. 

Tho clothis me lyste neuer to change 
This lyfe to me hathe he futt strange, 

, For att to-rente aiul rotyn to be.” 6733 
And with fat worde Partonope 
Fitt on 8wony[n]ge for heuynes. 

He lay fer-in longe ore it wolde sese. 
WttA-out comfort allone was he. 6737 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



British Museum MS. 


261 


And J>is wofutt man Partonope * 

Atte laste fro swonyng did a-wake. 

He was futt seke, I dare vndirtake. 

What for sorowe and for wepyng 
Stitt he sate, futt longe thinkyng 
How best hym-self he myght sle. 

But God wold not it shuld so be. 

His ffrendes had hym so in watte, 

Fro wepyns kept hym so stratte 

That his purpose myght not be 

Atte Bleys parfouremed ; and )>en J>ought lie: 

“ To Ardeme I wolde go, J>e wilde foreste, 

There may hnppe some wilde beste 

May me devoure, and )»at anoone.” 

Thus purposeth he pider * to gone, 

And pen he seide : “ He pat is false 
To his love, right by pe liaise 
He shuld be hanged, and a foule dep liaue.” 
Thus in wodenesse he begynneth to Raue; 
And in pis purpose fully stonte he 


6740 


6744 


6748 

He will go 
to the 
Ardennes. 
Perhaps 
some wild 
anitnnl will 

G752 devour him. 


6756 


6738. MS. patronope. 6752. pider] MS. pus. 


Ruxcl. MS.’ 


Univ. Coll. MS. 

And this wo futt man Partannpe 6738 
Atte last fro Sounyng dyd awake. 

He was futt Seeke, I dare vndyr-takc. 
"What for Sorow and for wepyng 6741 
Stylle he sett, futt long thenking 
How best hym-self he myght Slee. 

But Godde wolde hitsliuldeso be. 6744 
His frendys had hym so in waytc, 

Fro wepens kept hym So strayte 
That hys purpose myght not be 
Atte Bloys parformcd, and than 
thought he: 6748 

“To Ardernc I wolde go, the wyld 
forest. 

There may happe Som) wylde best 
May me devoure, and that anon).” 
Thus purposeth he thedyr to gone, 6752 
And that he sayde : “He that ys false 
To hys love, ryght be the halse 
He shnlde be Longed, and a foule deth 
haue.” 

Thus in wodenesc he be-gynneth to 
rave; 6756 

And in this purpose fully stont he 


And pis wofutt man) Partonoi* 

At pe laste of swony[n]ge dyae a wake. 

What for sorwe and for wepynge 6741 
Stitt he sat, longe thynkynge 
Howe beste he myght hyra-selfe sle. 
But God wolde it sliulde not be. 6744 
His frendes hade hym so in wayte, 

Fro wepyns kepte hym so streyte 
That his porpose myght not be 
At Bloyes parformede ; pen pought he: 

“To Ardeme I wilt goo, pat fore9te, 

Ther may liape som wilde beste 6750 
May me devoure, and pat anone.” 

Thus riorposeth he dethir to gone. 
Then he seyde : He pat is false 6753 
To his loue, right be pe halse 
He shulde be hongyde and foule doth 
haue. 

Thus In wodnes he gynyth to rauc. 
Ajid in pis pen-pose fully stont he 6757 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



262 


British Museum MS. 


The French 
author here 
reproves the 
clerk* that 
write ill of 
women's 
lo\e. 


To Ardem to go hym-self to sle. 

Myn auctour in ffrensshe gynne]> now reprove 
Thes olde clerkes )>at treten of love, 6760 

That put in scripture to haue in remembraunce 
Of olde tyme full hye my ssgouer nance, 

Of women of whorae they ofte write 

Full febly and foule of hem endite, 6764 

Ayein whome euer I wole sey nay : 

That Clerke is not on lyve f is day [leaf sej 

That wole despute in J>is matere, 

I shall liym prove a lewde frere. 67 68 

Thes Ioly singers comynly ben lecherouse, 

They mowe not lyve with-oute paramouree. 

And when his queen is to hym vntrewe, 

And from hym chaungeth vnto a newe, 6772 

As swich strurapettes aU day do, 

Than J>68 prestes be so wo, 

Theire lemans dedes they put in wryting, 

To bryng after in mannes remembryng 6776 

To suppose aH ben as they were, 


Unix. CM. US. 

To Ardeieu to goo hym-self to sle. 

Myn) autotire in fre{n)ssh gynyth now 
rv prove 

These olde chekes that treten of love, 
That putt in scryture to haue re- 
membrans 6761 

Of old tyme futt hye mysgouemauns. 
Of women of whom) they ofte wrytte 

Futt febly, and foule of hem endyte, 
A-yen)whom) euer I wolle say nay: 6765 
That Clerk ys not on) lyve thys day 
That wolde this spyte in this matere, 

I shatt hym prove a lewde fre(r]e. [leaf 60] 
This loly syngers comynly be lecherous. 
They mow not lyve wyth-oute para- 
mors. 6770 

And whan hys quene hya to hym 
vntrew, 

And fro hym changeth to a new, 6772 
A 8 Swyche strompettes al day do, 
Than) these preestes be So wo, 

Her lemmans dedys they put in wryting 
To bryng after in mannes remenbryng 
To suppose alle [ben] as they were, 


Rawl. US. 

To Arderne to go hym-selfe to sle. 
Myne autor in frenche gynnyth to 
reproue 

This olde clerkes pat trete of loue. 

And put in scrypture to haue, re¬ 
membraunce 6761 

Of olde tyme hye mysgouemaunce 

1 Of whome women) pey of wryte 

(i leaf 47, back] 

Futt febilly, and foule pey of hem dyte 
Ayen whome euer I witt sey nay : 

That clerke is not on lyue pis day 
That witt dysspute of pis mater, 

I shatt hym proue a lewyde frere. 6768 
This Ioly syngeres comynly be lecherua. 
They may not leue witA-out paramores. 

When his quene is to hym vntrewe. 

And fro hym cbangyth to a newe. 

As soyche strompetes alday do 6773 
Then pese prestes be so wo, 

Hir lemans dedes pey put in wrytynge. 
To bryngc after in his remembrynge 
To suppose att ben as pey were, 6777 

6703. MS. wcmen or women. 
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And so to put men in feero 
To mystrust women att. 

Suche nyse clerkes foule hem be-faH, 
And for her lemans myssberyng 
AH oj«)• women they liaue mystrustyng. 
But )>ese clerkes pat wele ruled be, 

Of hem shall [ye] neuer know ne se 
In speche, in dede, ne be writyng, 

Any ping pat myght be reprovyng 
To women pat wele ruled be. 

For truly I sey as for me 
In women is founden) a gentilnesse, 
Trewe love, and perto kyndnesse, 
Bountee, beaute, and eke plesaunce. 
Therfore I pray God pat mysschaunce 
On hem come pat lust to sey 
Of women evitt; for leuer to dey 
I had pen to be founde in pat case, 
Praying God to kepe me fro pat trespase. 
But att pis matere I lete now be, 

And speke I wil of Partonope. 


6780 


A clerk wlo 
»• well dis- 

6 / 84 i«o*ed f will 
never do *o. 


6788 1,1 wom 

are found 
all good 
qualities 


6792 


6796 


Unit. Coll. MS. 

And so put men in free 6778 

To mystrust women alle. 

Shuch nyse Clerkea foule hem be-falle. 
And for her lemmans mysberyng 6781 
Alle other women they hauo mys- 
trusting. 

But these Clerkes that wele ruled be, 
Of hem shaft nevyr know ne see 6784 
In spech, in dede, ne be wryttinjj, 

Any thing that might be reproving 
To women that wele rewled be. 

For trewly I Sey as for me 6788 

In women ys founden att gentvlncs, 
Trew love, and ther-to knydeiies 
Bountee, beautee, and eke plesauns. 
Therfor I pray God that myschauns 
On) hym come that lust to sey 6793 
Of women evytt ; for lever to dey 
I had / than to be founde in that case, 
Prayng God to kepe me fro that t res pas. 

But alle this matere I late now be,6797 
And speke 1 wott of Partanope. 


Ravol. MS. 

And so to put men) in fere 
To mystruste wemen att 
Soyche nyce clerkea foule hem fatt 
And for per lemans mysberynge 6781 

But pese clerkes pot wett rulede be, 

Of hem shaft ye neuer knowe ne se 
In speche, in dede, ne be wrytynge 
And thynge pat myght be reprouyfnlgo 
To women pat wett rewlyde De. 

For truly I sey as for me 6788 

In women is tonde att Ientillnes, 

True loue and also keudnes, 

Bounte, beute and eke plesaunce. 
Ther-fore I pray God pat myschaunce 
On hym come pat lyste to sey • 6793 
Of wemen) evitt ; for leuer to dye 
I * hade pen be founde in pat case, 
Prayinge to Gode to kepe me fro 
trespas. 6796 

For att pis mater I let nowe be 
And speke I witt of Partonope. 

0791. MS. ralMrr Baunte. 

0795. MS. I hode (od induttnet) hade. 
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Toward* 
evening 
there comes 
a boy to 
Panonope. 


Partono] e 
asks the boy 
to help liiiu. 


Tli*' l.oy is 
Teady. 


This careful! lover with pite ' 

Pensyfe, thoughtful! aH day sittcp he. 6800 

And when it drew wele toward Eve, 

A childe per come, pat in his sieve 
A lofe brought of barlyche made, 

And in his hande a picher he hadde 6804 

Fuli of water of pe welle clere. [ie*.r so, tack) 

This he brought to Parton[o]pe sopcre. 

Partonope* was wonte to hym spoke ; 

It did hym sorowe, his hert did breke. 6808 

“ My frende,” he seide, “ I shall pe sey, 

I may not fayle hastely to dey 
If I abide now longe here j 

Fayne wolde I be elles-where. 6812 

Thou maiste me helpe if pou wilte. 

I pray pe help I be not spilt.” 

That vonge man wept for verray Ioy : 

“ Sir, your sorowe dope me grete noy. 6816 

Fro you I wil not departed be. 

If coniforte or eaco may come by me, 


6807. MS. patronope. 


Unit. Coll. MS. 

His Carfutt lover wyth petee 
Pensyfe, thought-fuit allc day 
sytteth he. 6800 

And whan) hyt drew wele toward eve, 
A chyld ther come, that in hys sieve 
A lofe brought of barleche made. 

And in hys hond a pycher he had 6804 
Futt of water of the wett clere. 

This he brough[t] to Partanope soper*. 
1 Partanope was wont to him speke ; 
Hyt dyd hym sorow, hys hert dyd 
Breke. p leaf 60, back) 6808 

“My frende,” he sayde, “I shall the 

say, 

I may not fayle hastely to dey 
Yf I a-byde now longe here ; 

Fayne wolde I be elles-where 6812 
Thow muste me helpe yf thow wylt. 

1 pray the he helpe that I be not 
spy It. ” 

Tliys yong manne wept for very loy : 

“ Syr, your sorow dotne me grete neye. 
Fro yow 1 wol not departed be, 6817 
Yf comfoit or ease may come be me, 


Jlnicl. MS. 

• 

% This carfutt loner v/ith ]>ete 
Pensefe, )>oughtfutt syttyth he. 6SOO 

When it drewe towarde eve 
A childe )ter come, pit in his sleue 
A lofe brought of iuirly made, 

And in his honde a pichere lie hade 
Futt of water of the wett clere. [leaf 4S) 
This he brought to Partonopcs sojtere. 
Pnrtonope was wont to hym speke ; 
Hit dyde hym sonve, his hert wolde 
breke. 6808 

“ My f[r]ende," he seyde, “ I shatt 
sey, 

I may not faitt hastely to dye 

Yef I abyde longe here 

Fayne wolde I be ettes-where. 6812 

Thou mayste me helpe yef J>ou wilt. 

I praye pe helpe I be not spilt." 

This yonge man wepte for very Ioye. 

“ Sir, your8orwedothemegrete[n)oye. 
Fro you I witt not departyde be, 6817 
Yef conifoi t ore eyse may come be me, 



Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 




British Museum MS. 


265 


And I may do you any plesaunce. 

Though it be to me grete grevaunce, 

I shaH it do, and it be your eace, 

Though I wist ]>e?-fore to lese 
My life; and that I ensure you. 

And J>erfore tell pleynly now 
What is your wiH J>at I do.” 

Partonope* seide : “I will that )>ou go 
When Evyn coineth, and make noone a ray, 
And prively gete nie an hakeuey 
That is swyft and right wele aumblyng. 
And when men ben aH faste slepyng, 

Then wil I ride into J>e felde. 

I wolde J»at no man me be-helde. 

This were to me a fuft hy comforte 
Alone to haue )>ere my dcsporte. 

And while J>e moone shyneth bright, 

There may I play me aH the nyght. 

Thou shalt go with me and no mo. 

Now lokc pat pis be wisely do. 

6826. MS. patrouope. 


6820 


6824 


Partonope 
orders him 
to fet* h 
a hackney 
6S28 secretly. 


6832 


0836 

Only the boy 
is to accoiie 
I«any him. 


Univ. Coll. MS. 

And I may do yow an[y] * plcsauns. 
Though hyt be to grete grevanns 6820 
I shaft hyt do, and [it] be your case, 
Thoght I wyst therefore to lese 
My Tyfe / and I ensure yow. 

And tkerfor tett pleyncly now 6824 
What ys youre wyft that I do." 
Partanope sayde : “ I wolde that thow 

wSan) even cometh, and make none 
aray, 

And pryvely gete me a hakeney 6828 
That ys Swyft and ryght weft ain- 
belyng. 

And whan men bene all fast Slepyng, 
Than) wolde I ryde in-to the felde. 

I wolde that no man me be-heelde. 6832 
This were to me a fuft hye comfort 
A-lone to haue there my dysport. 

And whyle the mone shyneth bright, 
There may 1 play me alfe the nyght. 
Thow shalt goo wyth me and no moo. 
Now loke that tins be wysely doo. 

6819. MS. 70 wan, the last Utters indistinct. 


fluid. MS. 

And I may do you ony eyse. 

Though it be to me grete dysseyse 6820 
I shaft it do, and it be your eyse, 
Though I wyste per-for to lese 
My lyfe, and peat I ensure you. 

And ]>er-fore 1 tett you trewly nowe 6S24 
What is youre win pit I shatt do." 
Partonope seyde : “ I witt pit pm goo 

■When evyn) comyth, and make none 
army, 

And prevely get me an hakeney 6828 
That is swyfte and weft amblynge. 

And when) my men) be faste slepynge, 
Then) witt I ryde to }>e felde. 

1 witt pit no man me be-helde. 6832 
This were to me an hye comforte 
Allone to haue my dyssporte. 

And while p mone shynyth bright 
Ther may 1 pley me tiff p nyght. 6836 
Thou shalt go with me and no mo. 
Nowe lokc pit pis be wysly do. 
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The boy 
brings the 
horse, 


and sets Yds 
master into 
the saddle. 


Ayensfc day, with-outen drede, 

Homward ayein we will vs spede.” 

This childe of )>is is Ioyfutt and glad, 

And forto £at his mayst er hym bad 
He is rissen, and for}>e is go. 

He wolde for no good it happenyd so * [ie»f 87 ] 
Ere he were redy the houre were passed, 

Which his lorde hym sette, and Jwrfore in haste 
He made redy a fayre ambeloure. 

In the Evyn, atte same houre, 

A fayre palfray w»tA hym he ledde, 

And brought it to his lordes bedde, 

Good and wele aumblyng witA-Outen nay ; 

This palfray was pomett gray. 

In his armes his maister he vp toke 
Fro bedde, as seith pe ffrensshe boke, 

And in the sadytt softely he hym sette. 

And right anoone a sporre he fette, 

He sette it on his lordes helo, 

And thought that aH ping was wele. 


6840 


6844 


6848 


6852 


6856 


After 6844 MS. adds the line: Ere he were redy it happenyd 90 . 


Unit. Coll. MS. 

A-yenst day, wyth-outen drede, 6839 
Homward ayen) we wott vs spede.” 
This Chylde of thys ys Ioyfutt and 
gladde, 6841 

And for to that hys mayster hym bad 
He ys rysen in hast, and forth vs go. 
He wolde for ne goode hyt happyd 
hym so 6844 

Ere he were redy the oure were past. 
Whiche hys lord hym sett, and thefr]- 
fore in hast (leaf Al) 

He made redy a fayre ambuloure. 

In the even, at the same oure, 6848 
A fayre palfrey wyth hym he ledde, 
And broght hyt to hys bedde, 

Goode and wett ambelyng wyth-outen 
nay ; 

This palfrey was pomely gray. 6852 
In hys armes hys mayster he vp toke 
Fio bedde, as seyth the fremsh booke, 
And in the sadytt Softely he hym sett. 
And ryght anone a spore he fett, 6856 

And thought that alle thinge was wele. 


llawl. MS. 

Ayenste day witA-ont drede 
Homwarde ayen) we witt vs spede.” 6840 
1 This childe of pis is Ioyfutt and glade 

And for to do pit his maister hym bade 
He is resyn) and furthe I-goo. 

He wolde for no good it happede soo 6844 

1 Ere he were redy, pe oure weie paste 
Wheche his lorde set; pr-fore in haste 

[l leaf 48, back] 

He made redy a fayre amblere. 

In be evyn, at pe same oure, 6848 
A foyre palfrey witA hym he lede, 

And brought it to his lorde* bede 
Right wett amblynge, witA-out nay. 

The palfrey was pomett gray. 6852 
In his armes his maister vp he toke 
Fro his bede, as seyth pe frenche boke 
And in the saditt he hem softly set. 
And right anone asspore he fet, 6856 
He set it on his lordes hele, 

And fought att thynge was wett. 
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In herte he was IoyfuH and gladde, 

And for}>e his lordes horse he ladde, 
Wenyng that att )»ing shuld be right wele. 
He maketh grete Ioy and levyth att dole. 
But att day at Eye men mow se 
They Ioyen of )>mg J>at wil not be. 
PArtonope is now forjie go 
From Bleys, and \er -to come no moo 
He thinketh neuer in att his life. 

His childe cometh to hym as blyve : 

Sir,” seide he, u whejier will ye ride? 
Here is a place faste here beside, 

Where as ye mow wele you desporte. 

That to you shatt be grete com forte 
Vpon )>e banke you to pley 
Of Leyre the Ryue?* till ayein the day. 
Then shatt no man vs aspye; 

And thider I can you right wele gye. 

This childes name is Gile-amoure, 


6860 


6564 


Part* nope 
leAVrs Blots. 


6868 


6872 


6876 The ’'°y *“ 

railed 

Gillmour. 


Unit. Coll. MS. 

In hert he was Ioyfutt and gladde he 
was, 

And forth hys lordes hoi-s he lade, 6860 
Wenyng that alle thing shulde be 
ryght wele. 

He maketh grete Ioy and leveth alle 
doole. 

But att day at ey men mow see 
They Ioyu) of thinge that wold not 
be. 6864 

Artanope ys now forth goo 
Fro Bloys, and tlier-to come no 
moo 

He thenketh nevir in alle hys lyfe. 

Hys Chylde to hym comcth as bylfe. 
“Syr,” sayde he, “wedyr wot ye 
rvde T 6869 

Here ys a place fast yow be-syde, 
Where as ye mow wet yow dysport. 
That to yow shatt be grete comfort 
Vpon) the Banke yow to pley 6873 
Of Leyre the rever tytt aycn the day. 
There shatt no man) vs aspye ; 

A[nd] thedyr I can) yow ryght wel 
gye. 6876 

This Childes name ys Gyle-amoure, 


Rawl. MS. 

In lici t he was Ioyfutt and glade. 

And furthe his lordes hore he lede, 6860 
Weny[n]ge Jwt att thynge shulde be 
wett 

He maketh Ioye anti leuyth dole, 

But att day at eye men may se 
They Ioye of thynge Jwt witt not be. 6864 

IT Partonope is nowe furthe goo 
Fro Bloyes and per-to come no mo 

He thynketh neuer in att his Ivue. 

His childe to hym comyth blyue. 6868 
“ Sir,” seyde he, “ whejier witt ye ryde ? 

He-re is a place faste you be-syde, 
Where ye may wett dyssporte. 

That to you shatt be grete com forte 6872 
Vppon) banke you to play 
Of Loyre the reu er in the day 


This childes is name is Gillamore 

6873. MS. perhapt j-ley, e or a being teri'.ltn 
on tome other letter. 
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He wm the 
nephew of 
King 8oine- 

S >nr, and 
la real 
name *a* 
Furtin. 


Pari onope 
had in vain 
tried to con¬ 
vert him to 
Christianity. 


Which for grete love kyng Somegoure 
Lente hym to Partonope, 

To )>is entent J»at he shuld se 6880 

The maner of )>e Reaume of Fraunce. 

For to Somegoure* he was rye allyaunce, 

No fir per but of his suster bore; [leaf 87, back] 

And his ffader heght kyng Fabore. 6884 

Right curteyse he was and Right bonayre, 

Semely of persone, of visage fayre. 

His name was Fureynne in his contree; 

But his mayster and lorde Partonope* 6888 

Into Gileamoure did it chaunge, 

For Fureyn was his name right straunge, 

And Gilamour was a grete dele light. 

For Partonope did aH his myght 6892 

To maken hym leve his hethen lay. 

His answere |>e/to was ewer nay. 


6882. MS. Sornogoure. 6888. MS. partronopc. 

11. 6891-6899 have wrongly been copied, by the second hand on leaf 
34, back, and then crossed out, see the printed text, p. 86. The 


passage runs thus — 

And Gy 1 mow re was a grete dele more 
lyjthte 

For partonope dide alle hya mygthte 
To make liyin) leue hys Etheu) layc 
Hys answere was thcr to euer nayc 


Partonope hym) trystythe altouc alle 
thynge 

For euer he was glad to do his plesynge 
And he sayde gode syr wollc yee 
Hanc goode dysporte now folewythc me 
Go we to the water of leyre. 


Univ. Coll. MS. 

Which for grete love king Sornogoure 
Lente hym late to Partanojie, 

To this entent that he shulde see 6SS0 
The manere of the reaume * of Fraunse. 
For to Sornogoure he was ny Alyaunse, 
No forther but of hys Suster bore ; 
Andhysfadyrhyghtkinge Fabore. 6884 
Ryght Curteyse he was and ryght 
bonayre, 

1 Semely of persone, of vysage fayre. 
His name was Fursynne in hys contre ; 
But hyt mayster and lord Partanope 
In to Gylamoure dyd hyt change, 6889 
For Fursynne was hys name ryght 
Straunge, [l leaf 51, back] 

And Gylamoure was a grete dele lyght. 
For Partanope dyd alle hys myght 6892 
To maken hym leve hys hethen lay. 
Hys answere ther-to wase euer nay. 

6S81. MS. Reaune. 


Rawl. MS. 

Whiche for grete lone kynge Swnogoure 
Lente hym to Partonope, 

To his entent h^t he shulde se 6S80 
The maner of the reme of Fraunce. 

For to Sornogoure he was alyauuce, 

No for-J>er but of his syster bore ; 

And his fader hight kynge Fabure. 
Courteyse he was and deboncre. 
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Parlonope hym trusteth a-bove aH ping, 
For euer he was glad to do his plesyng. 
And pen he seide : “ Good sir, wil ye 
Haue good desporte, now folow me. 

Go we to pe watir of Leyre. 

There shuH ye fynde an holsome heire ; 
There mow ye play and haue desporte. 

To you it shall be an hye comforte. 
Partonope fast gan hym be-holde 
As he pat was of cares colde : 
u My frende,” he seide, “ nie liste not pley. 
I purpose me fully forto dey. 

For into Ardem wole I go, 

Ther shatt be ffenysshid ati my wo.” 
Gileamour pen wept tendirly, 

And seide : “ Jjan, sir, wole I 
Into Ardeme, wttA you wole I go, 

And take my dethe w*tA you also.”— 

“ Nay,” then seide Partonope, 

“Thou shall go home into pi contre 
And teH pin vncle, kyng Sornegoure,* 
How I am loste for euer-more. 

For I shall dey, and pou shalt lyve. 

My false trcasone is put in preve 
In so highe place, it moste nedes be, 

And pou stondest not in pat degre. 

6915. MS. Sernegoure. 



6896 

Gilamour 
proposes to 
RO to the 
Mnk of the 
Loire. 

6900 


Partonope 
diwloaes hie 
6904 intention of 
aeekins 
deal h in the 
Ardennes. 


6908 

He will not 
I low Gila- 
ii.our to 
srrompany 
Mm. 

6912 


6916 


6920 


Partanope hym trusteth above alle 
thing, 

For euer he was gladde to do his 
plesyng. 6896 

And than) he sayde : “Goode Syr, wot 

Haue goode dysjKirt, now • folow me. 

Go we to the water of Lyere. 

There shutt ye fynde an) holsom eyre ; 

There mow yc play and haue dysport. 

To yow hyt shatt be an) hye comfort. 

Part mope fast gan) hym be-holde 6903 

As he that was futt of cares cold 1 : 6904 

“My Trend,’’ he sayd, “me lust not 
pley. 

I pnrj»ose me fully for to dey. 


goo, 

Ther shatt be fynesheede alle my woo.” 
Gylamoure than) wept tendyrly, 6909 
And sayd : “ Sir, than) wott I 
In-to Ardern) wyth you wott goo, 

And take my deth wyth yow also ”— 

“ Nay," than) sayde Partanope, 6913 
“Thow shallt go home in-to they 
contre 

And telle the vncle, king Sornogoure, 
How I am lost for cuer-raore. 6916 
For I shatt dye, and thow shalt leve. 
My false treson) ys put in preve 
In so hygh plase, I must aede be, 6919 
And thow stondeyst not in that degre. 
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For into Arderen now wot I 


6S98. MS. Mow. 
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To gain 

Partonope’* 

confidence, 

Gilauiour 

vki to be 

christened. 


Psrtonof.e, 
thinking to 
stem) away 
later on, 
consent*, 


Thou shalt go home ami lyve in eacc; 

This may thou me highely pleace.” [laafss] 

“ Sir,” seide Gilamonr, u } is may not be ; 

For truly I vrole go with the. 6924 

Whe)>er life or dethe me • be-tyde, 

I wiH now renne be £i side. 

Truly to serve )>e I was swore, 

I make no forse of sir Somegoure *. 6928 

But for )>ou shuldest )>e more lmne me 
In trust and eke in chierte 
I am redy, with-outen nay, 

Cristen to be J>is same day.” 6932 

PArtonope stode in grete diseace; 

And his hert somwhat gan a peace. 

When Gilamonr seid he wolde be 

Cristenyd ; in )>is wise )>inke)> he : 6936 

“ I shaft hyra suffre with me wende 
TiH his cristnyng be brought to ende. 

And after I wole fuH prively, 

While he slepeth, stele sodenly 6940 

Awey from hym, he shaH not wete 
What contrey to drawe with me to mete.” 

Then to J>e child seid Partonope: 

“ If J>ou wilt convert and cristenyd be, 6944 

I wole J>e trust a-bove aft )>ing 
And be right glad of }>i dwellyng, 

6925. me] MS. the (th being written like ly). 

6928. MS. Senegoure. 


Unit. Coll. MS. 


Thow shalt go liome and leve in ease ; 
Thus mayst thow me hyghly please. ” 

“ OYr," sayde Gylamoure, “this 
O may not be ; 

For trewly I wot go wyth the. 6924 
Wheder lyfe or deth me be-tyde, (leaf 521 
I wylle renne now by thy syde. 

Trewly to serve the I was swore. 

I make no forse of Sir Sornogoure. 6928 
But for Thow shuldest the more haue me 
In trust and eke in cheryte 
I am redy, wythouten leve, 

Crysten to be this same day." 6932 
T)Artanope stont in grete dyssese ; 
-t And hys hert somwat ganne 
apese, 


Whan) Gylamoure sayd he wold l*e 
Crvstened / in this wyse thenketh he : 
“ I shaH hym suffre wyth one wende 
Tytt hys Crystenyng be brought to 
ende. 6938 

And after I wott futt prevyly, 

While he slepeth, stele a-way sodenly. 
Than) to the Chylde sayd Partanope : 

“ Yf thow wyIt conuerte and Crystencd 
be, 6944 

I wot the trust a-boue att thing, 

And l»c ryght galde of they dewlling. 
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For departe wole we neu«*. 

This covenaunte I make witA )>e for euer. 
And hye pe home to Bleys now faste, 
And bryng vriVi pe thyn horse in haste; 
For in pis place )>e wole 1 a-byde. 

And pis may we in |>e nyght-tide 
Ride a good dele in oure wey, 

Till it drawe nere vpon pe day, 

Then in some wode we wole vs reste 


AH pe day, pis is pe best, 

TiH pat derke nyght come ayein. 

And pen faste wole we Seen), 

TiH we ben aH my contre paste. 

Then shaH we of no-ping be agaste, 

But ride forpe opynly aH pe day.” 

This Gileamottr seide not oones nay, 

But for his hors pen ranne he faste, 

And prykyng ayein lie come in haste. 
When he was come, grete payne had he 
With his maister Partonope : 

He myght not sitte on hors to ryde. 


[leaf SS, Lack] 


6948 


6952 


695G 


6960 


6964 


and mi. da 
Oilantour 
lack to 
Blois to 
fetch bia 
liorte. 


Aided by 
Oilmnoi r, 
Partono)-e 
ride* forth. 
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For departe wott we never. 

This Covenaunt I make wyth the for 
euer. 6948 

And hye the home to Bloys now fast, 
And bring wyth the thyn) horse in 
hast; 

For in this place the wott I a-byde. 
And thus mow we in the nyght- 
tvde 6952 

Ryae and goode dele on) ourc way, 

Tytt hyt draw nere vpon) day. 

Thanne in som) wode we wott vs rest 
Alle the day, this ys the best, 6956 
Tylle that dreke nyght come ayen. 

And than) fast wott wc fleen, 

Tytt we be at my Contre past. 

Than shaft we of no-thing be a-gast, 
But ryde forth opynly att the day." 
This Gylamoure sayd not onvs Nay, 
But forth liys hors Than ranne he fast, 
And priking ayen) he come in hast. 
Whan) he was come, grete peyne had 
he [i ie»f 52 , back) 6965 

1 Wyth hys mayster Partanope : 

He myght not sytt on) hors to Ride. 


Jlnwl. MS. 


•And pre-kynge ayen he come in haste. 
When he was come, grete payne hade 
he [i leaf 49] 6965 

WitA his maister Partonope: 

He myght not syt on hors to ryde. 
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Hearing 
niaas rung 
in the 
church of 
Alhigia, tliey 
proceed 
thither. 


But as Gilamour yede be his side. 

And held hym vp with aH his myght, 

Thus they Iourney aH be nyght, 

TiH they were paste )>e Reaume of Frau nee. 
Then pane they a new purvyaunce 
To ride for)>e opynly aH J>e day. 

For per was no man pat wolde sey nay 
To no-ping pat hem lust to do. 

And forpe they ride bope twoo 
In grete sighyng and hevynesse. 

And so it happenyd pat to a niesse 
At chirche they herde rynge. 

Partonope perwith maketh no lettyng, 

But pider rideth, as I devyce, 

Ther to here devyne servyce. 

Myn auctonr telleth pis chirch bight 
The chirche of Albigis, per it light. 

This wofuH man Partonope 
Gilamonr anoone to hym callep he, 

And axed hym : “Wilt pou cristenyd be ? ” 


6968 


6972 


6976 


6980 


6984 


Univ. Coll. MS. 

But as Gylamore yede be hys syde, 6968 
And heeld hym vp wyth ait hys myght, 
Thus they Iomey forth alle-wey by 
nyght, 

Tytf they were past the reaume * of 
F raunce. 

Than) gon) tliey a new purviaunce 6972 
To ryde forth opynly att the day. 

For ther was no man that wolde sey 
nay 

To the thing that hem lost to do. 

For forth they ryde both two 6976 
In grete syghiug and hevinese. 

Aua so hyt happened to a meae 
At Chirch they hard Rynge. 

Partanope ther-wyth maketh no 
lettyng, 6930 

But theaer Redeth, as I devyse, 

Ther to here devyne servyse. 

Myn) autor telleth this chirch hyght 
The Cherch of Albigys, there hit 
lyghft]. 6984 

fPHis wofutt man Partanope 
A- Gylamoure anon) to hym Calleth 
he, 

And axed hym: “ Wylt Thou Cris- 
tened be ? ” 

fi071. MS. reaune. 


• Jtaicl. MS. 

But as Gyllamore yede be his syde, 6968 
And helde hym vpe w»tA att his myght, 
Thus pey Iorneyde furthe att nyght, 

Titt pey were paste pe re me of Frauuce. 

Tlien gan) pey a newe poruyaunce 6972 
To ryde furthe oppynly att the day, 
There was no mart) wolde sey nay 

To nothynge hym lyste to do. 

And furthe >ey ryde bothe two 6976 
In ffrete sighynge and heuynesse. 

Ana so it hapyde Jwt to a messe 
At the ckurche J>ey herde rynge 
Partonope per-witA maketh nolettynge, 

But de-J»er rydeth be myne avyse 6981 

Myne autor tellyth pis churche hight 
ThechurcheofAbbygis, per it light. 6984 

This wofutt man) Partonope 
Gyllamore anone callyth he, 

And axede hym : “ Wilt pou crystende 
be?" 
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He hym answerd and seide yee. 6988 

Then to J»e provoste aeid Partonope * : 

“ Seest )>ou j>is man J>at stonde by me ? 

Cristene hym anoone, I the requyre.” 

The provoste was curteyse and debonayre, 6992 

And goodly hym baptized, and }x»t anoone. 

The Erie hym lyfte from )>e fontestone. 

And )>ere aforne, as seith myn auctour, 

His name was called Gylamour, 6996 

Anselote named hym Partonope. 

And in )>is wise cristenyd was he. 

As siker as dethe, with-outen nay. 

At Albigis they Rest hem aH day. [leaf 89] 7000 

When Evyn come, they went to Reste; 

Anselote J>ought it was )>e beste. 

When Partonope * hym wist aalepe, 

AH softly hym-self vp lepe, 7004 

And to his hakeney straight he went. 

His sadyH, his brydeH in honde he hent; 

His hakeney he made redy in haste, 


The prii»r 

baptize* 

Qilamour, 


and et 
the font 
Partonope 
raiue* him 
Auselot. 


In the night 
Partonope 
steal* away, 


6989, 7003. MS. patronope. 
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He hym) answeryth and sevd yee. 6988 
Thanne to the prouost sayd Partanope : 
" Seest thow this man) that stont be 
me? 

Crysten hym a-none, I the require.” 
The proust was Curteys ana debon- 
arire, 

And goodely hym Baptized, and thatt 
anon). 6993 

The Erie hym lyft fro the fonte stone. 
And there a-forn), as sey th myn) auctor, 
His name was called Gylamoure, 6996 
Anselott named hym Partanope. 

And in this wyse Crystened was he, 

As syker as deth wyth-outen nay. 

At Albigis they rest hem aft day. 7000 
Whenne even come, they went to rest; 
Anselott thoughft] hyt was the best. 
Whan) Partanope hym a-slepe wyst, 

A lie softely hym-self vp ryat, 7004 
’And to his hakeney streyght he went. 
Hys sadytt, hys bryden in ho: 

hent [i leaf 53] 

His hakeney he made redy in hast, 


hond he 


PARTONOPE. 


He hym answerde and seyde ye. 6988 
Then to \>e provoste seyde Partonope : 
“Seyste Jjou pis man) J>at stondyth be 
me ? 

Crystyn) hym anone, I J>e requere." 
The provoste was debonere, 6992 

And goodly hym baptysede and )wt 
anone. 

The erle hym strife fro J>e fonte stone 
Ther aforne seyth myne autor 
His name was callede Gyllamour, 6996 
Anselot naymyde hym ra?tonope. 

In pis wyse crystenae was he, 

As sekere as dethe, witA-out nay. 

At Abbygw )>ey reste hym aft day 7000 
When evyn) come >ey went to reste ; 
Anselot fought it was the beste. 

When Partonope hym aslepe wyste. 

Aft softly hym-seife vp ryste, 7004 
’And to his hakeney straight he wente. 
His saditt, his bryditt in honde he 
hente. I* l®** ^c^l 

His hakeney he m ad redy in haste 

T 
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leaving 

Anaelot 

asleep. 


On awaking 
Anaelot 
finds his 
master is 
gone. 


W»tA moche wo, and atte laste 
Vpon his hakeney porely he lepe, 

And lefte Anselote, his man, a-slepe. 

In haste forpe ridep pis Partonope, 

And in his hert pis pought he: 

“ I haue leuer hym pus be scape, 

Then oper lyon), here, or ape 
In the forest shuld him devoure. 

To purchase my depe I shall labour.” 
In-to pe forest he takepe pe wey. 

But Anselote anoone as it was day, 

Gan buske faste oute of his bedde. 

And toward his maister he hym spedde. 
But when he founde his maister go : 

“ Allas/’ he seide, “ what shall I do ? 
My master now hath be-trayed me. 

[ What is pi cause, Partonope ?] 

What is pi cause of my deserte 1 
But now I wote wele pe peynea smert 
Of depe in shorte tyme I mote fele. 

But forsope, now wote I wele 
Ye brought me bidder for pis fyne 


7008 


7012 


7016 


7020 


7024 


7028 


Univ. Coll. itS. 

Wyth moche wo, and at the last 7008 
Vpon) hia hakeney poorly he leepe, 
And left Anselotte, his mane, a-slepe. 
In hast rydeth forth this Partanope. 
And in his hert thus thoght he : 7012 
“ I had lever hym thus be scape, 

Than) other lyon), bere, or ape, 

In the forest shuld hym) devoure. 

To purchese ray deth I wott laboure.” 
In-to the forest he taketh his way. 7017 
But Anselot anon) as hit was day, 
Ganne buske fast oute of his bedde, 
And toward his raayster he hym) sped. 
But whan) he fonde his mayster go: 7021 
“Allas,” he sayd, “ What shaft I do ? 
My Mayster now hath be-trayd me. 
What ys thi cause Partanope ? 7024 

What ys thy cause of my deserte ? 

But now I wote wele the paynes smert 
Of deth in short tyme I mote feele. 
But for soth, now wote I wele 7028 
Ye brought me hedyr for this fyne 

7016. Laboure] Me in ntUum/or on. 

7043. Holt in vtUum for me. 


Raxcl. MS. 


WttA moche wo, and at the laste 7008 
Vppon) his hakeney preuely he lepe 
And lefte Anselot feste on alepe. 

In haste rydyth furthe Partonope 
And in his hert pis fought he: 7012 

“ I haue leuer pis to skape, 

Thene o per lyon, bere, ore ape. 

In pe foreste shulde hym devoure. 

To purchase my deth I wift laboure.” 
Into pe foreste he toke pe wey. 7017 
But Anselot anone as it was day, 

Gan buske faste out of his bede, 

And towarde his maister he hym spede. 
When) he fonde his maister goo : 7021 
“Allas,” he seyde, “ what shaft I do? 
Mv maister nowe hathe be-trayede me. 
Wbat is py cause, Partonope ? 7024 

What is pe cause of my deserte ? 


But nowe I wot weft pe paynes smerte 
Of dethe in short tyme I moste fele. 
But for sothe, nowe wot I weft 7028 
Ye brought me he per for this fyne 
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My god to forsake, Apollyne. 

O pis is a coynte pilgremage, 

For I haue forsake in pis vyage 
My god for pi love, Partonope,* 

And yelde me a cristen man to be, 

And greed me fully to pin acorde. 

But now haue I no per frende ne lorde ; 

For to my frendes wole I neuer drawe, 

I haue forsaken now myn owne lawe. 

But I ne recbe ; for I wole go 

There as I shatt dey also. iu»f w, back! 

But yete I wote, Partonope, * 

The cause why pat pou lettest me 
In pis wise oute of youre company, 

For I aliuld now with you dey, 

Ne pat I shuld not into pe forest 
Yow folowe lest some wilde best 
In yo«r seruice shuld me sle. 

For wele I wote that truly ye 
For me now wepe fuH tendirly. 

And in pe same wise mote I 

7033, 7041. MS. patronopc. 



7036 

and will, in 
Ida despair, 
also seek 
death. 

7040 


7044 


7048 


Univ. Coll. MS. 

My ^od to forsake, Apollyne. 

O this ys a queynt pylgrymage, 

For I haue for-sake in this vyage 7032 
My god for thy loue, Partanope, 

And yolde me of treson) a Crysten) man) 
to be, 7034 

A[nd] greed me fully to thynne a-corde 
But now haue I nether frend ne lord. 
For to my frendys wott 1 nevir draw, 

1 haue for-sake now myn) owne lord 
and law. 

But I ne recche ; for I wott go 
Ther as I shaft dey also. 7040 

But yet I wote, Partanope, 

The cause why that [thou] leftest me 
In this wyse oute of youre Company, 
*For I shuld now wyth yow dye 7044 
Ned that I shulld noo in-to the 
forest [l leaf 53, back] 

Yow folow lest Som) wyld best 
In youre Servyce shuld me sle. 

For wele I wote truly that ye 7048 
For me now wepe futt tendyrly, 

And in the same wyse mote I 

7044. MS. adds wych bifort wytfi. 


RawL MS. 

My god to forsake, Appolyne. 

O >is is a quent pilgremage, 

For I haue for-sake in pis vyage 7032 
My god for {>y loue, Partonope 
And yelde me a crystyn man to be, 

And gyrde me fully to )>yne acorde. 
Nowenaue I no per frenae ne lorde. 

To my frendes witt I neuer drawe, 7037 
I haue for-sake myne owne lawe. 

But I ne ryche, for I witt goo 
Ther as I shatt dye also. 7040 

But yet I wot, Partonope, 

The cause why Jk)u lettyste me 
In pis wyse out of J»y company. 

[Catch word: for I shulde nowe.] 
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Ht follows 
all day the 
track of 
Partonope's 
horse, 


but loses it 
at nightfall. 


The Author 
will narrate 
his adven¬ 
tures later 
on. 


Partonope 
rides forth, 
day and 
night, 


British Museum MS. 

Wepe and sorowe for you, my lorde, 

And hastely dey be oone acorde.” 

And with this J>inkyng on hors he lepe. 
He thought he wolde take good kepe 
Off J>e stappes of his maisterjs] palfray, 

To liolde after hym )>e straight wey 
In hope he shuld hym ouertake. 

What shuld I here sermone make t 
For^e he priketh vpon his hakeney 
As longe as euer lasted J>o day, 

Tilt vpon hym felt £e derke nyght. 

And pen anoone he loste )>e sight 
Of his may8ter8 horse steppyng, 

And pen anoone he fell on wepyng, 

For he myght not overtake 

His maUter; and firpermore to make 

Of his sorowe and of his wo, 

Att pat mater now let I go. 

Fer hera-after I shaft you lere 
Of his aventures and ye lust heere. 

For now fully I purpose me 
To tett you forpe of Partonope.* 

Forthe now ridep pis Partonope* 

Into pe forest pat neuer he 
Spareth to ryde, day ne nyght, 

Tift he passe knowleche and sight 
v Of aft his frendes, more and Jasse. 

7072, 7073. MS. patronope. 


7052 


7056 


7060 


7064 


7068 


7072 


7076 
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Wepe and aorow for yow my lord, 

Ana hastely dye be one accord. ” 7052 

A Nd wyth pis tanking on) hors he 
lepe. 

He thought he had take good kepe 
Of the atapp« of his mayatera palfrey, 
To hold after hym the streyght way 
In hope he shuld hym) oucr-take. 7057 
What shuld I here longe sermon) make ? 
Forth he pryketh vpon) his hakeney 
As long ouer lasted the day, 7060 
Tyit vp-on) hym self derke nyght, 

And than) a-non) he lost the syght 
Of his maystres hors stepping, 


And than) a-non)he fyll on) weping,7064 
For he myght noght ouer-take 
Hys mays ter; ana furthermore to make 
Of his sorow and of his who, 

Alle that mayater now late I go, 7068 
For her-after I shaft yow leers 
Of hys aventures and ye lust here. 

For now folly I purpose me 
To tett yow forth of Partanope. 7072 
Orth now rydeth this Partanope 
In-to the forest that never he 
Sparyth to ryde, day ne nyght, 

Tytt he past knowlech and syght 7076 
Of alle hys frendys, more, and lasse. 
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Now is he allone in J»e wildemesae 
Amonge wyuerse and serpentes. [leaf ®oj 

With-oute craft * of experymentes 
He passed hem att with-outen diseace. 

Lo ! so gan fortune with-outen leace 
Gyde a man right as hir luste, 

For his comyng into )>e forest 
Waa amonge the serpentes to dey; 

Yite was £ere noone ones caste hir Eye 
On hym in malyce harme to bede. 

Thus pis lorde prough hem yede; 

Yite pcre to dey he hadde made covenaunt. 
And forpe he rideth even to pe haunte 
Where lyons and beres hadde her dwellyng. 
There he thought was good a-bydyng 
Titt fortune wolde shape hym to dey. 

He loked a-syde, and did espie 
Where stode an holowe for-gTOwen tree; 
And of his hors right pere alight he. 

He lete his hors go where hym luste. 

That nyght he pought pere to Rcste. 

As a thing pat were for-lete 

The lion yode forthe; for vnder his fete 

Henge his brydett ygilte futt bright. 

The day gan passe, it drowe to nyght. 

Thus nyght gan come, and day goon passe. 

7080. craft] AfS. crist. 


till he la 
alone in the 
wildemeea. 

7080 

The animals 
do him no 
harm. 


7084 


7088 


7092 


i 096 He seeks a 

•belter for 
the night in 
the hollow 
of a tree, 


7100 letting his 
borne go 
free. 


Univ . 

Now ys he allone in the wyldernesse 
Amonge wyuerse and serpentes. 
Wyth-oute Craft of experymentes 7080 
He passed hem att wyth-oute dyssese. 
Lo ! So gan) fortune wyth-outen) lese 
Gyde a man) ryght as her lust, [leaf 541 
For he Comyng in-to the forest 7084 
Was a-monge the Serpentes to dye ; 
Yet was there none ons cast her ey 
On) hym) in Malece harme to bede. 
Thus this lorde throgh hem)yode ; 7088 
Yt there to dye he had made covenaunt. 
And forth he rydeth euen) to the haunt 
Where lyouna and beres had her 
dewlling, 


Coll. MS. 

There he thought was goode a byding 
Tytt fortune wold schape hym) to dey. 
He loked a-syde, and dyd aspye 7094 
Where stode an holow for-growen) 
tre ; 

And of hys hors ryght there alyght 
he. 7096 

He left his hors to where hym) lust, 
That nyght he thoughft] there to rest. 
As a thing that where for-lete 7099 
The hors yond forth ; for vndyr feete 
Hing hys brydett I-gylt futt bryght. 
The day gan) passe, hit drow to nyght. 
Thus nyght dyd come, and gan) passe. 
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A hungry 
lion ni»hes 
at the 
horae, 


and wounds 
it. 


but is 
kicked to 
death. 


Overe a launde )»t highe with grasse 7104 

Was grows, he sighs a lyon) came lepyng. 

He was lene and large and fierse in lokyng, 

Of flesshe he semed pore and raegre. 

To take his pray he was fuH Egre. 

He had espied Partonope’s * palfray ; 

He )>ought no firper to seke his pray. 

Toward the palfray he hyed fasts 
The hors espied hym and was agaste, 

And faste for feere a-wey gan fle. 

This lyon) fiersly after hym did hye, 

And ouere-toke hym, and pat anoone, 

That fleeshe and skyn of his hokebone 
With his pawe he did arace. 

The hors J>erw»tA, as God yave grace, poafoo, bsckj 
With his hynder-fete at hym lete flyen, 

And clevyd his for-hede bo-twene J»e Eyen. 7120 

He smote pe lyon) with all his myght. 

The lyon jwwith loste his sight 
Of )>e horse, with-outen nay. 


7108 


7112 


7116 


7109. MS. patronopes. 


Unit. Coll. MS. 

Oust a laonde that hyght wyth garsse 
"Was grow, he syght a lyon) come 
lepyng. 7105 

He was lene and large and feerse in 
loking, 

Of flesch he seemed poore and megre. 
To take his pray he was futt egre. 7108 
He had espied Partonpea palfray ; 

He thoght no ferther to seke hys pray. 
Toward the Palfrey he hyed fast, 

The hora aspyed hym) and was a-gast, 
And fast for fere a-wey gan) fle. 7113 
This lyon) feersly after hym did hye, 
And ouer-toke hym) and that a-non), 
That flesch and skyn) of hys hokebon) 
"Wyth his pawe dyd arace. 7117 

The hors tner«-wyth, as God yaf grace, 
Wyth hys hynder-feete at hym) lete 
flyen), 

Ana cleuyd hys forhed to-tw[e]ne 
yen). [• leaf 54, back] 7120 

He smote the lyon) wyth att his myght. 
1 The lyon) ther-wyth lost his syght 
Of the hors, wythouten naye. 


Ravel. MS. 


1 He smote >e lyon witA att his myght. 
The lyon ^er-with loste his sight 7122 
Of the hors, witA-out nay. so] 
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And he with this grate affray 
Ganne faste to ney and eke to renne, 

As thonghe his tayle had bene to brenne. 
Through thick and thyn he hyed hym faste, 
Titt aH )>e fforest he was paste, 

And come vnto the see- * stronde. 

He myght no fir) ter for lak of lande. 

Ypon pe seeside was ail nyght trottyng 
This ilke hors, and aH-wey neehing. 

The moone on hevyn sate fuH bye. 

Then was no Cloude vpon |>e akye 
Encombred of wytide ne of derkenesse, 

That letted any poynte of his brightnesse. 

So gay he sate on his s pee re 

That all pe welkyn of hym was clere ; 

And aH pe contree, with-outen nay, 

Was as light as it had ben day. 

Soft and easy was eke pe see. 

A man myght right wele here and se 
Ferre on pe see and eke on londe. 

7129. see] MS. seide. 


7124 Tht horn 
fleet neigh. 
Ing to the 
t< a-thore, 


7128 


and trots 
abont there 
7132 All the night 
through. 


7136 


7140 
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And he wyth this grete affray 7124 
Ganne fast to neve and eke to renne, 
As thogh his tayle had bene to brenne. 
Throgh thykke and thyn) he hyed hym) 
fast, 

Tytt ait the forest he was past, 7128 
And come vn-to the sey-strond 1 . 

He myght no Ieng go further for iak of 

Vpon) this see-syde ait nyght was 
trottyng 

This ilke hors, and alway neyng. 7132 
The mone on) heven) sate futt hye. 
Ther was no Cloude vpon) the Skye 
Encombred of wynde ne of derkenes, 
That letted ony poynt of hys bryght- 
nes. 7136 

So gay he sate on) his speere 
That ait the walkyn) of hym was 
c lye re; 

And ait the Contre, wythouten nay, 
Was as lyght as hit had be day. 7140 
Softe ana easy was eke the see. 

A man) mvght ryght « ele here and see. 
Fere on) the see and eke on) lond'. 


Raiol. MS. 

And he wi'tA pis grete affray 7124 
Gan faste to nye and eke to rynne 
As pough his taiti hade be to brynne. 
Thorwe thyko and thyn he hyede faste, 

Titt ait pe foreste he was paste, 7123 
And come vnto Pe se-stronde. 

He myght no forper for lake of londe. 

On pe se-syde ait is he trottynge 

This ilke hors, and allwey nveynge. 
The mone in heuyn sat futt hye. 7133 
Ther was no clouthe vppon pe skye 
Encomberde witA wynde ne derkenes, 
That lettyde ony poynt of his lightnes. 

Sa gay he sat in his spere 7137 

That Pe wilkyn of hym was clere ; 

And ait the contre, witA-out nay, 

Was as light as it hade be day. 7140 
Softe and eyse was Pe see. 

For on pe so and on pe londe 
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A ahip hap¬ 
pen* to l*e 
anchored 
thereby. 


It belong 
to a fair 
maiden. 


She hears 
a horae 
neighing. 


Partonopes * hakenej vpon pe atronde 
Evyr was neyng to and to. 

And vpon )>e see it happened so 
A sliippe Jier was be ankyr ryding. 
After wynde and tide was his abyding. 
So cal me at pat tyme was pe see 
No firp er sayle pen niyght he.* 

In this shipp a mayde per was, 

A fayrere, a semelier no-where nas, 

The worlde to seke rounde a-boute. 
Therto she was, with-outen doute, 
Eight curteise and perto fre j 
And of pis shippe chief lady was she. 
Of hir was mervaylle be God a : bove ; 
She coupe neuer haue Ioy in love. 

For of hir love was neuer man sure; 
Ne paramours loved hir no creature. 
This horse I spake of, euer was neyng; 
And perto so gretely reboundyng 
It made vpon the see so cliere. 


7148 


7152 


7156 

(leaf 01] 


7160 


7144. MS. patronopes. 7150. lie] MS. theye. 


Univ. Coll. MS. 

And vpon) the strond Partanopea 
hakeney stond, 7144 

Euer was nevghyng to and to. 

And vpon) the see hyt happyd so 
A Shyp there was be anker rydyng. 

After wynde and tyde was hys abyd- 
yng. 7148 

So cal me at that tyme was the see, 

No ferther sayle than) myght he. 

In this Ship a mayde ther was, 

A fayrer, a semelicre no-where nas, 7152 
The world to seeke rounde a-boute. 
Ther-to sche was, wythouten) doute, 
Ryght Curteys and ther-to fre ; 

Ana of this Shipp chvef lady was She. 
Of her was mervayle be God a-boue : 
Shecuwde neuer haue Ioy in love. 7158 
For of her love was neuer man) sure, 

N e paramors loved her no creature. 7160 

1 This horse I spake of, was euer neyng, 
And ther-to so gretly reboundyng 
Hit made vpon) this see So cliere pieaf M] 


Jin icl. MS. 

Pnrtonope liakeny on )>e stronde 7144 

Euer was nyeynge to and to. 

And vppon |>e se it happyde soo 
A shine per was vppon) J>e se by ankir 
rydynge. 7147 

After wynde and tyde was his abydynge. 

So cal me it was vppon ]>e see 
No former saitt myght he. 

In pis ship a mayde per was 7151 

A fayrere, a symlyere no-where nas, 
The worlde to seke rounde aboute. 
There to she was witA-out doute, 

Ryght courteyse and per -to fre ; 

Of pis ships cnyf lady was she. 7156 
Of hir was mervett be God aboue: 

She couthe neuer haue Ioye of loue. 

Of hir loue was neuer man) sure 
Ne paramour louyde here neuer crea¬ 
ture. 7160 

This hors I spake of, was euer nyeynge 
And >er-to gretly reboundynge (Jj*J.*®. 
Hit made on pe se so clere. J 
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‘ * Peace,” seide pis lady, “ me )>iiiketh I here 
An horse ney now ; how sey ye 1 ” 

And with pit worde aft hir meany 
Stitt they stode aft wisely to here, 

And first of aft answerd a marynere. 

MAroke was his name, I hote. 

Of blew of Ypres was his cote. 
Wliite-heered he was and wele in * age, 

In his crafte wise, and of dyuers langage. 

He cou)>e Enoughe, it nedid not hym to lere. 
And )>en he seide : “ Me thinketh }>at I here 
An horse ney, and pit ferre henne. 

Me thinketh it shuld be in Arderne, 

The grete deserte pat on pis see- 
Coste is; for it myght wele be 
Some man for grete hevynesse 
Is drawe to pat wildernesse, 

Or elles some shipp on )>e see 

With Tempest perisshed ; so myght it be 

Some per-of now had his lyfe, 

7171. wele in] MS. in wele. 


7164 


7168 


7172 


A tailor, 

named 

Maruk, 

sugg**ta 

Uiat the 
home and 
ita owner 
have bet-n 
loet In the 
Ardennes, 


7176 


7180 
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*' Pease, ” sayd this lady, *■' me thenkcth 
I here /164 

An horse noy now ; how sey ye ? ” 

And wyth that word art her meyne 
8 tytt they stode att wysely to here, 
And fyrst of att answerd a marynere 
■jX/T Arok was his name, I hote, 7169 
J.V.L Of blew of Ipres was hys cote. 
White-hered he was and in wele in age, 
In his Craft wyse, and of dyuerse 
Engage 7172 

He coude Inogh, hyt nedyd hym) not 
to lere. 

And than) he sayd: “Me thenketh 
that I here 

An) hors ney, and that ferre henne. 

Me Thynketh hyt shuld be in Ardem), 
The grete deserte that on) the see- 7177 
Cost ys ; ffor hit nyght wett be 
So in) man) for grete nevynesse. 


Or elles som) Shypp on) the see 
Wyth tempest peryschid, So myght 
bit be 

Som) ther-of had now hys lyfe, 


Rnwl. MS. 

“ Pese," seyde ]>is lady, “me thynke I 
here 7164 

An hors ney nowe ; howe sey ye ? " 
WitA Jxit worde att her mayne 
Stitt stode wysly to here, 

Fyrste of att answerde a raarenere. 
Marroke was his name I hote. 7169 
Of blewe of Iprys was his cote. 

Whyte herede he was and wett in age, 
In his crafte wyse, and of dyuerse 
langage 7172 

He couthe I-nough it nedyth not hym 
to lere. 

Then) he seyde: “Me thynketh Jxit 
I here 

Ane hors nye, and Jxit ferre henne 
Me thynke it shulde be in Arderne, 
The grete dysserte Jxzt on J* see- 7177 
Coste is ; for it myght wett bo 
Som man) for grete heuynesse 
Ys drawe to Jxit wildernesse, 7180 

Ore elles shipus on the see 
WitA tempeste perisshede, myght be 

Som Jwr-of hade nowe his lyfe, 
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British Museum, MS. 


and pro- 
po*es to go 
aahore. 


Tha lady 
first thinks 
it is too 
dangerous, 


Be grace Je wawes myghfc hym dryve 
And eke his horse vpon J»e stronde, 

And bryng boJ>e safe to lande. 

If my fel awes pat here in bo 
What )>ing it is lust * forto se, 

Into J>e bote straight wole we gone. 

The troupe we wiB know right anoone.” 
“ LOrde mercy ” seide pis lady bright, 
“ Perilous it were £is in )>e nyght 
7188. MS. adds is after Inst 


7184 


7188 


7192 


Unit. Coll. MS. 

Be grace the wawes rayght hym) dryve, 
And eke hys hors, vpon) the strond, 
And bryng both safe to lond. 7188 
Yf my felaws that here in be, 

What thynk hit ys lust for to see, 7188 
In-to the bothe streyth wott we gone. 
The trouth we wytt know ryght anone, 
For hit to know ys not impossible. ” 
“T Orde mercy” sayae this lady 
bryght, 

“Perlous hit were thedyr in the 


Saiol. MS. 

Be grace Jie wavys rayght hym dryve, 
And eke his hors, on ]>e stronde, 7185 
And brynge bothe safe to londe. 

Yef my felowys fiat here in be, 

What thynge it is lyste for to see, 7188 
Into >e bote straight witt we gon). 

The trouth we witt knowe anone." 


nyght 


bat hearing 
that Maruk 
has the 
power of 
enchanting 
the wild 
animals, 


«[ “ Lords mercy,” seyde J>is 
bright. 

' ‘ Perlus it were in the nyght 


lady 

7192 


Unix. Coll. MS. 

To go I-wysse, ye shuBd never escape 
Fro berys, lyons and fro malicious ape, 

So wode, so feerse on) yow shuld be, 

On) lyve from) hym) neuer passe shuld ye.”- 
“ Madame,” sayde this goode mariners, 

“ And yow lyst to se dragon) or here, 

The lyon), tygrg , or the wyld ape, 

I dare welle say ye shaB wet escape pea 

*• • 

From) hem) wyth-oute bodely harnie. 

For truly, madame, I can) a channe, 

That none of hem) shaB no powers haue 
Ones to move or stere, So God me save. 

7193-7243. lacuna in Bril. Mum. MS. 


7196 


pet/ 55, beck] 7200 


7204 


Raid. MS. 

To go defier, ye shulde neuer skape ; The lyon, teger, ore pe wilde ape, 

For beris, lyons, and malyciouse ape I dare weft sey ye shatt well eskape 

So wode, so fere on you shutt be, 7195 Fro hem witA-out bodely harme. 7201 
O n) lyue fro hem neuer passe shatt ye.”— For truly, madam, I can) a channe 
“ Madam," seyde pis good marener, That none of hem shatt no poure haue 
" And ye lyste to se dragon ore here, You to greue, so God me saue. 7204 
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For thogti we dwelled * there a yere, 
Ther shuld neyther lyon), ape ne here 
So hardy ones [be] vs to assayti.” 

Than) sayd this lady : “ Wy thou ten) fayle 
Wyth yow I wott go now therfor, 

And namely whan) they shall be so tame, 
Hem to behold hit were a good game.” 
Marok sayd : ** I shaH you shew 
Merva[y]les many, and not few, 

Of lyons, apes, and eke berys, 

Dragons, olifauntez, and gwy[v]ers, 
Bercs,* wolfes, and eke Serpentes, 

And sliaH I wyth myn) experymentz 
Make hem) be-fore * yow for fere quake. 
And whan) me lust I [shall] hem) make 
Ryse and walke where-euer hem) lust, 
Thorw the forest were hem) lyketh best.” 
Than) sayd the lady, “ Wythouten) lye, 
This ys a passyng fayre maystre. 

Haue,” she sayd, “ the bote a-non) 

Oute of the Shippe, for I wylt gone 
Streyght in-to this wylld forest 
To se aH mervelous beste*.” 

Oute of the Shipe goth the bothe a-non) 
The lady and her meynee in gone, 

As many as She myght weH trust 
Of hem) that cowde row best. 


7208 *beu 

pleased to 
follow. 


7212 


7216 

Maruk will 
make the 
wild beasts 
quake 
before her. 


7220 


7224 Thejr row to 

tlie strand. 


7228 


7205. MS. dewlleil. 7216. MS. Bores. 

7218. fore] MS. from. 


Haul. MS. 


1 For hough we dwellyde here a yere 
Ther shaft no her lyon, ape ne here 
So hardy be vs to assaitt." [> karst] 
Then) seyde J»is lady : “ WitA-out fay ft, 
WitA you I witt go Jxrfore, 7^09 
Namly when) pey be so tame. 

Hem) to be-holde it were good game.” 
Marroke seyde : “I shaft you shewe 
Mervelus many, and not a fewe, 7213 
Of lyons, apis, and eke beris, 

Dragouns, olyfauntes, eke gwuers, 
Beris, wolfes, and eke serpentes, 7216 
And I shaft witA myne experimenter 
Make hem be-fore you to quake. 


And when me lyste I shaft make 
Ryse and walke where hem lyste 7220 
In ]»e foreste, where hem lyke beste.” 
Then seyde j>e lady : “ WitA-out lye. 
This is a passynge fayre maystrye. 
Haue,” she seyde, “ he bote anone 7224 
Of )>e shipe, for I witt gon) 

Straight in-to he foreste 
To se aft mervelus beste." 

Out gothe the bote anone. 7223 

The lady and hir mevne In gon, 

As many as she myght weft truste 
Of hem pal couthe rowe beste. 
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but do not 
see anybody 
there. 


The lady's 
njule is 
fetched, and 
they enter 
the forest. 


Now fast Rowe they ouer the strond, 
They sesyd neuer tyH they come to lond. 
Whan) they on) the lond a-ryved were, 
They Cowde not fynde certayri) ne heere 
Neyther horee ne man) ne other Creature, 
Of here desyre were they not sure. 

The lady sayd : ‘ ‘ What may this he 1 
No-thyng that lyfe bereth can) we not se.” 
Ther-wyth she comaundeth ryght a-non) 
Certeyn) of her meyne for to gone 
Ayen) to Ship her mule to fette, 

And this was do wyth-outen lette. 


7232 


7236 


(leaf 56] 

7240 


Rawl. MS. 

Nowe fast* rowe ower J>e stronde, 7282 Thia lady acyde : “ What may pia be ? 

They aecede neuer titt J*y come to No>ynge pat lyfe beryth can I not 

londe. see. ” 

When ^ey on londe aryuede were, There-wi/A she comondyth anonej 7240 

They couthe not fynde aerten ne Serten) of her men to gon) 

where Ayen to ship hir ravle to fette, 

Nojwrr hors ne man ne o>*r creture 7236 And pis was don witAout lette. 

British Museum MS. 


Maruk 
charms the 
animals, so 
that they 
have no 
power to 
stir. 


Maruk did his enchauntementes.* 

Anoone the dragons and )>e serpentes 
And aH o)>ere bestes, witA-outen nay, 

With his Charme did so affray, [leaf »i, back] 

They myght not stirre, they cou}>e no good. 

Maruk anoone did enters J>e wode. 

The raayde hym sewed, and )>at anoone, 

And aH hir meany now euerichone. 

Maruk shewed hir grete lyons, 

7244. MS. enchamtements. 


7244 


7248 


7252 


Univ. Coll. MS. 

M Aruk dyd hys inchaung- 
ime[n]t*s. 7245 

A-none the dragons and serpent** 
And att other best**, wyth-outen) nay, 
Which his charme dyd so affray. 

They myght not stere, they Cowde no 
good. 7248 

Maruk a-non) dyd entre the wode. 

The mayde hym Shewed and that 
a-non), 

And alle her meyne now euerychone. 
Maruk shewed her* grete lyouns, 7252 


Rawl. MS. 

Marroke dyde enchantement** 7244 

A-monge pe dragouns and pe serpentes, 
’And att o per best** witAout nay, 

WitA his charme dyde so affray 
They myght not stere, J>ey couth no 
goode. [i leaf 51, back] 7248 

Maroke anon) dyde entre J>e wode. 

The msyde hym sewyde and J>at anone, 

And att hir meyne euerychone. 
Marroke shewyde hir many lyouns,7252 
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Beres, apes, and also gryffouns, 

Dragons, Wyuers, and eke serpentes, 
That be crafte of his experiraentes 
Onte of hir place durst not stirre. 

This yonge lady did neigh hem nere 
Of hem to be-holde pe manere. 

Hir herte of hem gan no-ping fere. 

These bestes they be-helde by and by, 
And atte laste they did espy 
"Where a lyori) lay newe dede. 

With blode enbrowded was his hede, 

And fresshe I-slayne per he lay. 

And not ferre fro hym the se pe palfray, 
Sadeled redy, wherof pe arsone 
AH blody was and eke his cropone. 

Then seide Maruk : “lain certeyn 
bis blode is of hym pat hath slayne 
This lyon truly wttA-outen any more; 
And eke pe man is hurt fuH sore. 

And after hym I wole folowe pe trace. 
And, medame, ye shuH in pis place 
Abyde, and we shuH sew forp pis blode.” 


The wild 
beasts are 
subdued. 


7256 


7260 

At last they 
discover the 
dead lion 
end the 
wounded 
horse. 

7264 


7 268 To And the 
man whom 
they 
suppose 
wounded, 
Maruk 
follows up 
_ _ the tracet 

I 272 of blood, 

while the 
lady remains 
behind. 


Univ. Coll. MS. 

Berya, apes, and also gryfouns. 
Dragons, wyuers, and eke serpens, 
That be craft of hys experymentz 
Out* of her place durst not steere, 7256 
This yong lady dyd neyght hem) nere 
Of hem to behold the manere. 

Her hert of hem gan) no-thing feere. 
These bests they beheeld by and by, 
And at the last they dyd asspye 7261 
"Where a lyon) lay new dede. 

Wyth blode enbroweded his hede, 

And fresh I-slayn) there he lay. 7264 
And not ferre fro hem) the seygti the 
palfray, 

Sadeled redy, where-of the arson) 

Aft blody was and eke hys Crowpon), 
Than) seyd Maruk : “lam certay n) 
This blode ys of hym) that hath slayn) 
This lyonn) truly wythouten) more ; 
And eke the man) ys hurt full sore. 
And after hym 1 wort folow the trace. 
And, madame, ye shut) in this place 
A-byde, and we shutt sew forth this 
blode.” 7274 


Rawl. MS. 

Beres, apis, and also gryffons, 

Dragons, wyutrj and also serpentes, 
That be crafte of his experiments 
Out of hir plase durste not store. 7256 
This yonge lady dyde nygh hem nere 
Of hem to be-holde pe manere 
Here hert of hem couthe nothynge fere. 
This bests pey be-helde by and by, 7260 
And at pe laste pey dyde asspye 
Where a lyon) lay nye dede, 

WitA blode enbrowderde was his hede, 
Fresshe slayne per he lay, 7264 

Not ferre fro hym pey sigh pe palfrey, 

Sadiilede redy, where-of pe arson, 

Aft blody was and eke pe cropon. 7267 
Then seyde Marroke: “lam serten) 
This blode is of hym pat hathe slayne 
This lyon) truly witA-out more 
And eke pe man is hart fuff sore. 

After hym I witt folowe pe trase. 7272 

And, madam, ye shaft in pis place 
Abyde, and we shaft sews pis blode.” 
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Pmrtonopc 
mm the 
1edy, and 
tighi 
bciiily. 


The lady 

approaches 

him. 


though 
frightened 
at nis 

appearance. 


Partonope pen in pe holow tre stode 

Hem be-holdyng pere faste by. 7276 

This lady he be-held witterly; 

And when he hadde hir longe be-holde, 

His herte gan within hym colde, 

And perwith he siked fuH piteously. 7280 

ThU lady )>at stode hym faste by, 

In hir herte pought she than 
The sighe trolly was of a roan. 

And softely she hym come nere. 7284 

And what for hastynesse and for feere 

HU hede downe on hU breste he caste. [i«*r © 2 ] 

Of hym somwhat she was agaste. 

With hir his visage was ouergrowe, 7288 

And he was fuH pale of hewe. 

ThU Coloure were pey * pat love tre we, 

Yite was he of hones large and longe, 

Feble, megre, and no-ping stronge. 7292 

Atte laste of hym she had a sight, 

And pen she thought: “ Be God attmyght, 

This man thinketh hym-self for-do, 

7290. ]>ey] MS. >ere. 


Univ. Coll. MS. 

Partanope in the holow tre stode 
Hera be-holdyng there fast by. 7276 
This lady he be-neeld wytterly. 

1 And whan) he had her long be- 
holde, [i leaf 64, back] 

Hys hert wyth-in hym) gan) to cold, 
And ther-w(i]th he syked peteusly. 
This lady that stode hym) fast by, 7281 
In [hir] hert thoght She thanne 
The syght truly was of a man). 

And softely She hym come nere. 7284 
And what for hastynes and for fere 
His heede doune on) hys brest he cast. 
Of hym somwhat She was a-gast. 

Wyth here his vysage was ouer-grow, 
And he was futt pale of hew. 7289 
This coloure were they that love trew, 
Yet was he of bones large and longe, 
Feble, megre, and no thing strong. 7292 
At the last of hym) She had a syght, 
And than) She thought: “ Be God 
almyght, 

This man) thenketh hym)-self for-doo, 


Rawl. MS. 

Partonope in J>e holowc tre stode 
Hem be-noldynge her faste by. 7276 
This lady he be-helde wyterly, 

When) he hade hir longe be-holde, 

His hert wttA-in hym gan) to colde. 
There-witA he sighede petuoualy. 

This lady J xit stode hym faste by, 72S1 
In hir hert )>ought she J>en 
The sighe truly was of a man), 

And softely she come hym nere. 7284 
What for hastynes for fere 
His hede downe on his breste he caste 
Of hym somwhat she was agaste. [ir*f52] 
WitA hir his vesage was ouer-growe, 
And he was futt pale of hewe 7289 
This . . loure where ]>at )>ey loue trewe. 
Yet was he of bonys longe 7291 

Febitt, megre and nothynge stronge. 
At )>e laste of hym she hade a sight 
Then) she fought: “ Be God almyght, 

This man) thynkyth hym for do, 
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Some Caytif loste for care and wo. 

My ffrende,” she seide, 11 God pe se.” 

To hir no worde speke wolde he. 

A lyteH hyer pen spake she : 

“ AH-myghty God now save the.” 

And perwith he helde his hede an hye. 

“ And you also,” he seide, “fayre lady.”— 
“ Sir,” she seide, “ for pe lordes love, 

That all ping raaketh and sitteth a-bove, 
TeH me what is thy besynesse, 

And what is cause of pi destresse, 

And why pou arte so megre and pale, 

And of J?i woo vnbocle pi male, 

And teH me all the verey troupe. 

Me thinketh of pe is grete roupe.” 

“ LAdy,” seide pis Partonope,* 

“ I cry you mercy, let me be. 

And lette be aH your conluryng 
For here euer shall be myn abyding. 

Gothe hens, and lete me still be, 

Till some beste haue devoured me.” 

7311. MS. patronope. 


7296 


8he speaks 
to Mm, 


7300 


7304 


and asks'! 
him the 
reason ah j 
he looks so 
miserable. 


7308 


Partonope 
desires her 
7312 to leave 

him ; for he 
wiahes that 
some wild 
beast may 
devour him. 


7316 


Univ. Coll. MS. 

Som) caytyfe lost for care and woo. 7296 
My frend, She sayde, “God the see." 
To her no word speke wold he. 

A lytytt heygher than) spako She : 
“Att-myghty God now save thee." 7300 
And there-wyth he held he hed on) hye. 
“And vow attso,” he sayd, “fayre 
lady. r ’ — lot 67] 

“ Syr,” she sayd, “ for the lordes love, 
That att thyng maketh and sytteth a- 
bove, 7304 

Tylle me what his thynne hevynes, 
And what vs cause of they destresse, 
And why thou art So megre and pale. 
And of they wo vnbocle tny male, 7308 
And tett me att the verry troug[t]h. 

Me thenketh of thee vs grete routhe.” 
“ T Ady," sayd thys Partanope, 
JUi ‘ ‘ I crye yow mercy, late me be, 
And late be ait your coniuryng, 7313 
For here euer Shatt be myn) abydyng. 
Goth hens and late me stytt be, 

1 Tyl som) Best haue devoured be me." 

7808. MS. apparently vnboole. 


Bawl. MS. 

Som caytyfe loste for care and wo. 7296 
My frende," she seyde, “God pc see." 
To hir no worde speke wolde he. 

A lytill heighere pen spake she: 
“Almyghty God nowe saue pe." 7300 
Ther-witA he helde his hede on hye. 
“And you also," he seyde, “ 

. M_ 

“Sir,” she seyde, “ for pe lordes loue 
That att thynge made and syttyth 
above, 7304 

Tett me pyne heuynes, 

And what is cause of Py dysstres 
And why pou are so megre and pale, 
And of py wo vnbocle py male, 7308 
And tett me att the trouthe. 

Me thynke of pc is grete routhe.” 

11 “Lady,” seyde pis Partonope, 

“ I crye you mercy, let me be, 7312 
And let be youre coniorynge, 

For here shatt be myn abydynge. 

Gothe hens, and let me stitt be, 

Titt som beste haue devourede me. 
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The ledy in 
greet pity 
alight*, 



Partonope 
wanta no 
consolation. 


He has 

deserved 

death. 


Grete pite hadde J>is lady bright. 

Downe of hir Mule she alight, 

On fote )»erwith to hym she came, 

And of his chere grete hede * she name. 7320 

And when she hadde of hym take kepe, 

For verey pite she gan to wepe, 

And )»en she seide: u For Goddis love, haue mercy 
On J>i-8elf, and now tell me why 7324 

Thou arte here, and what disese 92, back] 

Is to )>e falle; for yite some eace 
Such cause myght be I may J>e do.”— 

“ Wolde God,” seide he, “ye wolde now go 7328 

ForJ>e your wey, and let me be. 

In shorte tyme God wole send me 
More diseace £en I haue yite. 

For I haue wele deserved* it. 7332 

Of foule and Evytt dej>e to dey 
I haue deserved, and ^erfore I 
Desyre in no wise to haue coinforte, 

Ne to myn eace neucr make resorte. 7336 

Dethe I seke myght I hym fynde. 

7320. J IS. hetc. 7332. MS. derserved. 


Univ. Coll. MS. 

Grete petee had this lady bryght. 7317 
Doune of her mule anon) She lyght, 

On) foote ther-wyth to hym) Sne come, 
And of hys cheere grete kepe She nome. 
And whan) She had of hym) take kepe, 
For verray pyte She gan) to wepe, 7322 
And than) She sayd: “For Godaes love, 
haue mercy 

On) they-self, and now tett me why 
Thow art here, and what dyssese 7325 
Ys to the fatt ; for yet som) ease 
Such cause myght be I may the do. ”•— 
“Wold God,'’8ayd he, “ye wold now 

g° 

Forth youre way, and lat me be. 7329 
In Short tyme God wold send me 
More dyssese than) I haue yet. 

For I haue welle deserved yt. 7332 
Of foule and euett deth to dye 
I haue deserved, and ther-for I 
Desyre in no wyse to haue comfort, 

Ne to myne ease neuer make resort. 
Deth I seeke, myght I hym) fynde. 


Bawl. MS. 

Grete pete hade f>is lady bright 7317 
Downe of here mvle anone she light, 

On foote Jxrr-witA to hym she come, 
And of his chere grete kepe nome. 7320 
When she hade of hym take kepe, 

For verry pete she gan to wepe. 

Then she seyde: “ For Goades loue, 
mercy 

On) J>y-sylfe and tell me why 7324 
Thou art here, and what dysseyse 
1 Ys to 1* fatt ; for yet som eyse 
Soyehe case myght be I may f>e do. ”— 
“Wolde God, ’ seyde he, “ye wolde 
goo [l leaf 52, back] 

Furthe your wey, and let me be. 7329 
In shorte tyme God sende witt me 
More dysseyse J>en I haue yet. 

For I haue wett deseruyde it, 7332 
A foule and evitt dethe to dye ; 

I haue deseruyde it, and J>er-fore I 
Desyre in no wyse to haue com forte, 
Ne to myneeyse neuer make resorte. 
Deth I seke, myght hym fynde. 7337 
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He wole not se me; I trowe he is blynde. 
And J>erfore, lady, now lete me be. 

Go forfe your wey, and sew your meany.”— 
“ Nay,” seide J>e lady, “ J»at wole I not do. 

I wole neuer departe J>e fro, 

TiU pi name pou haste tolde me. 

Then wole I go and let pe be, 

And right Even as thou lyst. 

And soone I am syker some wilde beste 
Shall come and devoure the. 

Fro hem I wote pou mayst not tie.” 
u LAdy,” he seide, “ right fay re ye be. 
But wote I neuer where pat ye 
Be wife or mayden, with-outen doute, 

But be pe meany pat is you a-boute, 

Me thinketh of grete and highe degre 
Be resone borne shuld ye be. 

And ye a wonder occupac[i]on) hane 
So longe to stonde here be a knave, 

A bropeH, an oute-caste fro aH ping, 

To holde with such felony. 


7340 

But the lady 
will not 
leave him 
till he haa 
revealed hit 
name. 

7344 


7348 

Partonope 
wonder* 
that sacb a 
hUh-bom 
lady will 
calk an 
7352 output. 


7356 


U>iiv. Cot/. MS. 

He wold not sc me ; I trow he ys blynde. 


And ther-for, lady, now late me be. 
Goth forth your wey, and shew your 
raelyer.”— 7340 

"Nay,” sa(y]d the lady, "that wott I 
not do. 


I wolle never departe the fro, 

Tytt they name thow haat told me. 
Than) wott I go and late the be, 7344 
And ryght even) a9 thow lvst. 

And sone I am) scker Som) wylde best 
Shaft come and devoure the. * 


Fro hem I wote thow mayste not fle." 

he sayd, ‘ 1 ryght fayre ye 

7349 



But wot I never where that ye 
Be wyfe or maynden), wyth-oaten) 
doute. 

But be the meyne that ys vow a-boute, 
Me thenketh of grete and hygh degre 
Be reson) borne snuld ye be. [inf 57. i*ck] 
And ye a wondyr occupacion) have 
So long to stond here be a knave, 7356 
A brothett, an) oute-cast fro ait thyng, 
To hold wyth suche felonye. 


PARTONOPK. 


AW. MS. 

He witt not se me ; I trowe he be 
• 

There-fore, lady, nowe let me be 
Gothe youre wey and sewe youre 
meyne.” 7340 

" Nay," seyde )>e lady, "{wt witt I not 
do. 

I wytt neuer departe the fro. 

Titt J>y name Jx>u haste tolde me. 

Then) witt I goo and let the be, 7344 
And right evyn) aa J>c lyste. 

And sone I am seker som wilde beste 
Shatt come and devoure the. 

Fro hem I wot pou mniate not fle.” 7348 
IT "Lady," he seyde, " right fayre ye be. 

But wot I neuer where pat ye 
Be wyfe ore mayde, with doute, 

But be J»e raovne you aboute, 7352 
Me thynke of grete and highe degre 
Be reson) borne shutt ye be. 

And ye a wonder occupasion haue 
So longe to stonde be a knave 7356 
A broaitt, an out-caste fro att thynge, 
To holde with soyche a felonye. 

u 
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HU name is 
traitor. 


T he lady 
mji that 
her sister Is 
an empress, 


I were right worthy forto dey 

On a rope on a galowe tre. 7360 

What ahuld a lady of yonr degre 
With suchone holde any talkyng 1 
It were more fayre to holde your walkyng. 

But sith ye list to knowe my name, [i©%r »3j 7364 

AH-though to me it be a shame, 

I shaH now tell you as it is: 

A false tray tour is my name ywisse. 

That I be called So is gTete skille. 7368 

Ye mow go walke when ye wiH, 

And I neucr ^e wiser of your name.” 

Then answerd )>e lady : “ Be Seynt lame, 

My name I wole J>ou know wele, 7372 

And of ray kynrede if J>ou wilt fele: 

My ffnder was an Emperour, 

Which in his tyme bare J»e flouro 

Of knyghthode ; also he was right wise. 7376 

My Sustcr also is an Empez-ese, 

And I a queen, and hauo in honde 
AH a kyngdorae; and )>ough I stonde 


Univ. Coll. MS. 

I were ryght worthy for to dye 
On) a rope vndvr a galow tre. 7360 
What shuld a lady of your degre 
Wyth such on hold ony talkyng 1 
Hyt were more fayre to hold your 
walkyng. 

But syth ye lust to know my name, 
Att-thow to me hyt be a shame, 7365 
I shaft yow telle now as hyt ys : 

A false traytor ys my name I-wysse. 
That I be called So ys grete Skylle. 

Ye mow go walke whan) ye wyllc, 7369 
And I never the wyser of your name.” 
Than) answerd the lady: “Be Seynt 
lame, 

My name I wott thow know wele, 7372 
And of my kynredyf thow wylt feele. 
My fadyr was on) Eraperoure, 

Which in hys tyme bare the floure 
Of kny[g]tnodc / also he was ryght 
wyse. 7376 

My suster also ys an) empresse. 

And I quene, and haue in hond 
Alt a kyngedome / and thow I stond 


Ravi. MS. 

Ye were right worthy for to dye 
On a rope vnder a galowe tre. 7360 
What shulde a lady of youre degre 
WitA soych on holde talkynge ? 

Hit were more feyre to holde your 
* talkynge 

But setho ye lyste to knowe my name 
Att-)>ough to me it be shame, 7365 
1 shaft nowe tett you as it is: [ leaf ssj 

A false traytur is my name I-wis. 

That 1 be callede so is grete skitt. 7368 
Ye may go walke when ye witt, 

And I neuer J>e wyser of youre name.” 
Then answerde lady: “Be sent 
lame, 

My name J>ou mayste knowe wett, 7372 
And of my kenrede yef J>ou wilt fele : 
My fader was an emperoure, 

Whiche in his tyme bare J* floure 
Of knyghthode; also he was wyse. 7376 

My syBter also is ane emperes, 

And I a quene, and haue in honde 
Alle a kyngdom ; )>ough I stonde 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 


British Museum MS. 



Here £i» porely and speke with Jie, 

Yite wepe futt sore Jkju hast made me. 

But tresone I hate and it forsake. 

My Eight name foreothe is Wrake.” 

When he herde so hir name. 

Ho knew liir wele, and J>en for shame 
His colour chaunged and att his hew. 

His grete sorowe gan to renewe ; 

And )>erwith-att he wex so mate 
That to )>e grounde he feH flatte 
On swone anoone, witA-outen more. 
Wrake )>en be-helde hym sore. 

Within shorte tyme wele knew she 
That it was Partonope.* 

In armes she hent hym anoone right, 

And comforted hym with hir myght. 

“ A lorde,” she seide, “Omnipotent, 

This man hym-self hath foule shent. 

Loke vp, loke vp, Partonope! * 

Where is your ffresshe colour 1 ” quod she, 
“ Be-come, }>afc some-tyme was rose Rede, 

7393, 7398, 3/5. patronope. 


7380 and that her 
own name it 
Urake. 


7384 

Partonope 

recognim 

her, 


7388 


end fallt to 
a swoon. 


7392 Urake now 
knows him, 


7396 


and bids 
him be 
cheerrul 

7400 


Univ. Coll. MS. 

Here thus poorly and speke wyth thee, 
Yet wepe futt sore thorn hast made me. 
But treson) I hate aud yt for sake, 

My ryght name for sothe ys Vrake.” 
Whenne he herd so her name, 7384 
He knew her wele, and than) for shame 
His coloure changed and aft hys hew. 
His grete Sorow gan) to renew ; 

And ther-wyth-att he wex so mate 7388 
That the ground he ffytt flatt 
On) swonne a-non), wythouten) more. 
Vrak than) be-heeld hym) sore. 
Wyth-In Short tyme wele k[n]ew She 
That hyt was Partanoper [leaf M] 7393 
In armes She hent hym) anon) ryght, 
And comforted hym) wyth her myght. 
"A lord," She sayde, “omnypotent 4 . 

This man) hym)-self hath foule Shent. 
Loke vp, looke vp, Partauope ! 7398 

Where ys youre fresch coloure 1 ” quod 
She, 

“ Be-come that was som)-tyme rose rede, 


Raiol. MS. 

Here pus pourely and speke witA the 
Yet wepe futt sore pou haste made me 
But treson I hate and it for-sake. 7382 
My right name for sothe hight Wrake. 
When) he herde so here name, 7384 
He knewe here wett, and pen for shame 
His coloure changyde and his hewe. 

His grete sorwe gan to renewe. 
Ther-witA-att he wex so mate 7388 

That to J>e gronde he fitt flate 
On swone anone, witA out more. 

Wrake )>en be-helde hym sore. 

WitA-in short tyme wett knewe she 
That it was Partonope. 7393 

In armes she heat hym right, 

And comfort hym w»tA hir myght. 

“A lorde," she seyde, “om7tip[o]- 
tente, 

This man) hym-Selfe hathe foule shent. 
Loke vp, loke vp, Partonope ! 7398 

Where is youre freshe coloure ! ” seyde 
she, 

“ Be come, t»t was rose rede, 7400 

U 2 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 




292 


Museum MS. 


Fearing he 
i* going to 
die, 


the feigns to 
be sent 
to And Per- 
t )nope by 
her sister, 


who has 
pity on his 
sorrow 


And now is pale as asshen dede 1 
Why be your elopes pus to-to re 1 
I haue 8e you in tyme here be-fore [i«*f «s, k) 

Full fresshe arrayed, wt'tA-outen drede.” 7404 

Of all hir wordes toke he none hede. 

Then of his dethe she gan to fere. 

And pen she cried lowde in his Ere 
A tale pat shuld be to hym pleasyng. 7 408 

Anoone she forged a fayre lesyng, 

And pen she seid : “ Fayre Partonope,* 

My lady, my Snster, liape sent me 

You to seke fuH many a rayle. 7412 

But blessed be pilk while 

That at pis tyme I haue you founde. 

A-bouto Fraunce I haue sought you rounde. 

She hath wele assayed your trouthe, 7416 

And of your sorowe now hath she routhe. 

There feB forsothe a foule mysschaunce. 

But now she knoweth your repentaunce 

And J>e sorowe pat ye haue take 7420 


7410. A/S. patronope. 
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And now ys pale as asshen) dede T 7401 
Why be youre clothes thus to-tore ? 

1 haue sey yow here be-fore 
Futt fressh a-rayed, wythouten) drede.” 
Of att her wordes toke he non) heede. 
rhan) of hys deth She gan) to fere. 7406 
And than) She cryed lowd in hys ere 
A tale that shuld be to hym) pleayng. 
A-none She forged a fayre lesyng, 7409 
And than) she Sayd: “Fayre Par- 
tanope, 

My lady, my Suster, hath sent me 
Yow to seke many a myle. 7412 

But Blyssyd be pylke whyle 
That at thys tyme I haue yow founde. 
A-boute Fraunce I haue sought yow 
rounde. 7415 

She hath weft assayed your trouthe, 
And of your so row now hath She routhe. 
There fylle for soth a foule myschaunce 

But now she knoweth your repent¬ 
aunce 

And the sorow that ye haue take. 7420 
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And nowe is pale as asshes dede 
Why bethe youre clothys pus I-tore ? 

I haue sen you in tyme here to-fore 
Futt freshe arayde, witA-out drede.” 

1 Of att hir wordes toke he none hede. 
Then) of his dethe was she in fere. 7406 
Then) she crycde lowde in his ere 
A tale pat shulde be to hym plesynge. 
A-none she forgyde a fayre lesynge. 7409 
Then she seyde : “ Feyre Partonope, 

(i leaf 58, back] 

My lady, my syster, hatbe sent me 
You to seke many a myle. 7412 

But blys>ede be pat ilke while 
That at pis tyme I haue you founde. 
Aboute Frauce I sought you rounde 

She hathe wett osspyede youre trouthe, 
And of your sorwe hathe grete routhe. 
There-fore for sothe a foule mya- 
chaunce, 7418 

But nowe she knoweth jour repen¬ 
taunce 

And pe sorwe pat ye haue take. 7420 
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She hath chosen you to be hir make, 
Hir love, hir lorde, hir souerayngne. 

I haue tolde you )>e troufe pleyne. 

Lette be your wepyng, it-is but nyssete. 
To laughe right grete causo haue ye. 

Rise vp faste, and come with toe. 

A place I haue, where Jxit ye 
ShaH be kept fuH pryvely. 

My sustcrs Castel * is faste by. 

A-wey J>es heerea sliaR be shave. 

Good mete and drynke ye shaR haue, 
And good ba)>es of herbes swete. 

Then with my s us ter sliuH ye mete. 
GoJ>e no firmer youre helthe to seche, 

For my-self shall be yotzr leche. 

And I wole in no wise J>at ye 
Be sene of no creature but me, 

Of man, ne woman, grome, ne page, 

TiR J»e blode in yo«r visage, 

And fresshe coloure be come aycin, 

7429. MS. castels. 


and haa 

chotan him 
to be her 
lord. 


7424 


*he invites 
him to stay 
at a castle 
close by, 

7428 till he haa 

recovered 
his strength. 


7432 He ihall be 
tended with 
all care. 


7436 


7440 
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She hath Chosvn)yow to her make, 
Hvr loue, hyr lorde, hyf soverayne. 

I haue told yow the trouth pleyne, 
Lete be youre wepyng, hyt ys but 
nvsete. 7424 

To laugh right grete cause haue ye. 
Ryse vp fast, and come wyth me, 

A place I haue, where that yee 
Shuld be kepet fuft pryvely. 7428 
My sustrs castett ys fast by, 

A-way thys these herys shaft be shave. 
Goode mete and drynk ye shaft haue, 
l And good bathes of erbesSweete. 7432 

[* leaf 58, back] 

Than) wyth my suster Shul ye mete. 
Goth no ferther youre helth to sech, 

For my-settf Shaft be youre leche. 

And I wott in no wyse that yee 7436 
Be seyn) of none creature but me, 

Of man), ne woman), grome, ne page, 
Tytt the blode in-to your vysage, 

And fressh coloure be come a-yen, 7440 

7427. MS. add 1 1 place after p!ace. 
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She hathe chose you to be youre make, 
Hir loue, here lorde, hir souerayne. 

I haue you tolde )>e trouthe playne. 

Let be your wepynge, it is but nysete 

To laugh right grete cause hathe ye. 
Ryse vp faste, and come witA me. 7426 
A place I haue, where )xxt ye 
Shulde be kepte futt prevely. 7428 
My syster castett is faste by. 

A-wey pis heres shaft be shaue 
Good mete and drynke ye shaft haue, 
And good bathis of erbis swete, 7432 

Then witA my syster shutt ye mete. 

Go no for )ter youre hele to seche, 

For my-selfe shaft be your leche. 

I witt in no wyse fwt ye 743G 

Be sen) of no creture but me, 

Of man), ne woman, grome ne page, 

Titt J>e blode in-to your vesage 
Of freshe coloure be come ayen), 7440 

7430. MS. way or way ; ahaua written like 
tb'true. 
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Pmztouope 
ran not 
believe that 
his Lady has 
forgiven 
him, but 
Urake 
assures him 
that she has 
spoken the 
truth. 


Then wole I all folke you sene.” 

And with that worde Partonope* 

A dedely Eye on hir caste he, 

And sodenly from hit his Eye did falle, 
And pitou8ely he seide with-aH, 

With symple voyce and herte colde, 

To Wrak he seide: “ J)at ye haue tolde, 
Ware I leve with futi entent. 

That my lady hath hir male-talent 
Me for-gyven and so vtterly, 

Sith pat I haue so traytoursly 
With-oute cause did hir grete shame, 
And made hir loste hir good name 1 
Lorde, where she wote, fay re Wrak, • 
That I haue pus moche sorowe make 
For pe treasone and pe foule falseness© 
That I hir did, and pus hir kyndnesse 
Have I Evil! quytte 1 lorde, where she 
In any wise coupe haue mercy on me 1 ” 
** Sir,” she seide, “To you to lye, 

It were to me grete velany. 


[leaf 04) 


7442. patronope. 


7444 


7448 


7452 


7456 


7460 
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A 


Than) I wott folk yow seen). ” 

Nd wyth that word Partanope 
A dedely ye on) her cast he, 

And sodenly from) her hys ye dvd fatt, 
And peteously be sayde wytn-alle, 7445 
Wyth symple voyse and hert cold ; 

To Vrak hesayd : “That ye haue told, 
Dare I leve wyth futt entent 7448 
That my lady hath hyr maletalent 
Me for-gyfen) and so vtterly, 

Syth that I haue So traytoursly 7451 
Wyth-oute cause dyd her grete Shame, 
And made her lost her goode name T 
Lord, where She wete / now fayre Vrak, 


That I thus moche so row haue take 
For the treson) and the foule falsenes 
That I her dyd, and thus her kyndenes 
Haue I enett quytte 1 lord where She 
In ony wyse cowde haue mercy on) me 1” 

“ OYr,"Shesayd,“toyoutolye, 7460 
O Hit were to me grete vylanye, 


Then) witt I att folke you sene. ” 

WitA bat worde Partonope 
A dedly eye on hir caste he, 

And sodenly fro hir his eye dyde fatt, 
And petuoaly he seyde witA-all, 7445 
WitA sympitt voyse and hert colde, 

*To Wrake he seyde: “ pat 1 haue tolde, 
Dare I leue witA futt entente, 7448 
That my lady hath here malatente 
Me for-gyfe and so wyterly, 

Sethe pit 1 haue so trayturly 
WitA-out cause dyde hir grete shame, 
And made hir lese hir good name. 7453 
Lorde, where she wyte nowe, fayre 
Wrake, [» w-f m] 

That I haue pus meche sorwe make 
For the treson) and pe foule falsnes 7456 
That I hir dyde, and pus hir kendnes 
Haue I evitt quyte ? lorde, where she 
In ony wyse couthe haue rntrsy on 
me?” 

•[“Sir,” sheseyde, “to you to lye 7460 
Hit were to me grete felonye. 


Digitized by 



Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



Museum MS. 


295 


Ye ought to knowe hir aa wele as I. 

She cou)>e not suffre now truly 
You to longe to he in hevynesse; 

She is so fuH of gentilnesse.” 

To hir seide pm Partonope : * 

“ I beleve now solely that ye 
Haue me seide, is verray troupe. 

Hir herte is fuH of pite and roupe. 

For in pis worlde, I you ensure, 

Was neuer brought forpe creature 
More habundaunt in womanhede. 

For in hir founde I, with-outen drede, 

Curtesy, fredam, and gentilnesse, 

Itounte, mercy, and eke mekenesse. 

For per is now no man on lyve 
The goodnesse coupe discryve 
That here-afore she did to me, 

When my service she had in chierte. 

Therfore pit ye haue seide, Wrake, 

Fully I beleve, and perfore take lieaf 94 , back 

Me aH holy into your gouernauncc. 


7464 


He knows 
his Lady is 
merciful, 
and so trusts 
7468 ber word*. 


7472 


7476 


7480 


7462. MS. patron ope. 
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Ye ought to know her aa wett aa I. 

She cowde not suffre now truly 
Yow to long to be in hevyneaae ; 7464 
She ya so futt of gentylnease. ” 

To her sayd than) Partanope : 

“ I be-leeve now sothely all that yee 
Haue me sayde, ys verray trouth. 7468 
Her hert ya full of pytee and Routhe. 
For in this world I yow ensure, 

Was neuer broght forth creature (leaf Ml 

More haboundantin woraan)-hede, 7472 
For in her found I, wyth-oute drede, 
Cortayae, frodam), and gentyllneaae, 
Bountfc] mercy, and eke mekenease, 
For there ys now no man) on) lyfe 7476 
The grete godenesse cowde descryve 
That here a-fore She dyd to me, 

Whan) my aeruyse She had in cheertee. 
Ther-fore that ye haue send, Vrak, 7480 
Fully I belere, and ther-for take 
Me all holy in-to your gouemaunce. 


Raxcl. MS. 

Ye ought to knowe hir a8 welt aa I. 

She couthe not Buffer nowe truly 
You to longe to be in heuyneaae ; 7464 
She is so futt of Ientittnes.” 

To here aeyde J>en Partonope. 

“ I be-leue nowe att Jwt ye 

Haue 8eyde me, is verry trouthe. 7468 

Hir hert is futt of pete and routhe. 

For in pis worlde, I you ensure, 

Was neuer brought forthe aoych a 
creture, 

More habundante in woman-hede. 7472 
For in here fonde I witA-out drede 
Courtesy, fredom and Ientittnesse, 
Bunte, fredom, and eke mekeneaae. 

For per is nowe no man) on lyue 7476 
The grete goodnesse couth dysscryue 
That here afore she dyde to me, 

When my seruyse she hade in charyte. 
Therfore Jxit ye haue seyde, Wrake, 
Fully I be-leue and per -fore take 7481 
Me att holy in youre goucrnaunce, 
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Ho recalls 
t»*o holp 
Urake ren¬ 
dered him 
on«*e before. 


This is the 
second time 
*he has 
waved him 
from death. 


Hois willing 
to go with 
her ; onl j he 
does not 
know how, 
being too 
weak. 


For yite I haue fuH good remembraunce 
How gentiH and how curteyse ye were 
To me, when I my lady dere, 

Your suster, hadde so foule be-trayed, 
And for fere was so deemayed 
Of hir meany, when they me sought, 
Then prow hem all ye me brought, 

And helped me wele oute of pat contre. 
This is pe seconde tyrae pat ye 
Haue me saved from horreble depe. 
Therfore while me lasteth brepe, 

Your servaunt for euer wole I be, 

Sith my life ye haue pis in chierte. 

And forpe with you now wole I go. 

But I not how pat I shaB do: 

I am ouercome with ffeblenesse; 

For be pe Rotes of pe grasse, 

Sith I come hidder, haue ben my levyng. 
On kneea and elbowes is now my goyng; 
I have no power to go pre pase. 

My songe may be alias, alias.” 


7484 


7488 


7492 


7496 


7500 
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For yt I haue futt goode remembraunce 
Haue gentytt ana how curtsyse ye 
were 7484 

To me, whan) I my lady deere, 

Your Suster, had So foule be-trayd 
And for feere was so dysmayed 7487 
Of here raeyne, whan) they me Sought, 

Than) throw hem att ye me brought, 
And helpe me wele out of that contre. 
This-ys the Secund tyme that ye 
Haue Saved fro horryble deth, 7492 

Ther-fore whyle me lasteth breth, 
Youre smiuat for euer wytt I be, 

Syth my lyfe ye haue thus in chyerte. 
And forth wyth yow now wott 1 go. 

I am) ouer-come wyth febyllnesse ; 7498 
For be the rootes of the grasse, 

Syth I come liedyr, haue be my levyng, 
On) knees and elbowys as now my 
goyng; 7501 

I haue no powere to goo thre pse. 

My sung may be Allas, Allas. ” 


Ravol. MS. 

For yet I haue good remembraunce 
Howe Ientitt and courteyse ye were 7484 

To me, when I mv lady dere, 

1 Youre syster hade so foule be-tyoyde, 
And fore sorwe was so dysmayde 
Of hir meyne, when) pey me sought, 

7488 

Then porwe hem att ye me brought 
And helpede me out of pe contre. 

This is pe seconde tyme pat ye 
Haue me sauyde fro orebitt dethe. 7492 
Therfore while me lastyth brethe 
Yo*r seruannt for eucr witt I be, 

Sethe my lyfe ye haue in charyte. 

And furthe witA you witt I goo. 7496 
But I not howe I shatt do : [» leaf 54,back! 
I am ouercome witA febilnesse ; 

For be the rotes of the grasse, 

Sethe I come heder, liathe be my 
leuy[n]ge. 7500 

On knees and elbowis is my gonynge ; 

I haue no poure to go thre passe. 

My songe may be alias, alias. ” 
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Wrak of hyni hadde grete pite. 7504 

Tendirly for his wo wept she, 

And seide: “ Jjis was a grete cruelte 
Of my suster to ordeyn pnt ye 

Shuld be brought in pis forest 7508 

To lyve by berbes as dope a beste. 

In pis,” she seide, “she had no reasone.”— 

“ Why,” seide he, “ I did her treasone, 

Wherefore I haue deserved wele 7512 

Euer to lyve in care and dole, 

Till )>at hir lust to for-yeve ms, 

For as she wiH so mote it be. 

Hidder I brought an aumblere gray. 7516 

FuH late he was faste by me *; 

FuH lene and megre now is he. 

I trow he is fledde to po see. 

If any-body wolde hyni hidder fette, [i.»r»5j 7520 

Ypon hym I myght wele sitte. 

Then myght I streight ride forpe witA you. 

7517. fnste by me] MS. fastened ay. 


Urake 
+ ttp*, and 
blame* the 
cruelty of 
her aister. 


Par ton ope 
pro teat*. He 
alone is to 
be blamed. 


If hi*ambler 
was found, 
he might go 
with lier at 
once. 


Univ. Coll. AJS. 

"\TRak of hym) had grete petee. 7504 
» Tendyrly for hys woo wept she, 
And sayd : “ This was grete crueltee 
Of my Suster to ordeyn) that ye 
Shuld be brought in thys forest 7508 
To leeve be erbes as doth a beste. 

In this She I ayd She had no reson). ” 

1 “ Wliy,” sayde he,” I dyd her tresoun) 
Where-fore I haue deseruydwele 7572 
Euer to lyve in care and doule, 

TyH that her lust ys to for-yeve me, 
For as she woH So mote hyt be. 

Hedyr I brought an ambeler gray. 

FuH late he was here fast by ; 7517 

FuH leene and megre now' ys he. 

I trow he ys fledde to the see. 

Yf ony-body hym) hydyr wold fett 7520 
Vpon) hym) I myght wele sett. 

Than) myght I streyght ryde forth witA 
yow. [i leaf 59, back] 


Jtaicl. MS. 

H Wralce of hym hade grete pete. 7504 
Tenderly for his wo wypte she, 

And seyde : “ pis was grete creweHte 
Of my syster to ordeyne )>at ye 
Shulde be brought in-to pis foreste 
To leue be erbis as dothe a beste. 7509 
In J>is,”she seyde,“she hade no reson).” 
“ Why,” seyde he,“ I dyde hir treson), 
Where-fore I haue desmivde weH 7512 
Euer to leue in care and dole 
TiH pit hir lyste to for-yeve me, 

For as she wiH so mot it be. 

Heder I brought an amblere gray. 7516 
FuH late he was faste be me, 

FuH lene and megre nowe is he. 

I trowe he is flede in-to J>e see. 

Yef ony-body, hym hed^r wiH fet, 
Vppon) hym I myght weH syte. 7521 
Then) myght I ryde fnrthe witA you. 


Clifden MS 


. . . . y haue deserued weH 7512 
. . . yne in care and doole 
. . . lust be to forgeue me 
. . he wolle so mote it be 
ought An Amler gray 7516 
- . . he was here fast by 


. e and megre now is he 

e be fledde to the see 

dy hym heder wyH ffette 7520 


. ra y myght weH sytte 

ht y than straugh ryde witA you 
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The palfrey 
is fetched, 


and they 
ride to tl e 
bout. 


But with aH my liert I pray you, 

To euery wight it [vnjknowe bo 
That my name is Partonope. 

And lette me prively somewhere soioume, 
Where no man shaH se me moume, 

Ne that my lady me euer se, 

To kaue pe more despite of me.”— 

“ Certeis,” seide pis good Wrak, 

“ AH pis I darre wele vndirtake.” 

As they were spekyng of pis array, 

They sawe where come his palfray. 

Anoone to hir pis hors was fette, 

And Partonope * on hym was sette. 
Straight to J>e bote bope they ride. 

Cal me was pe see, fay re was pe tide. 

The bote with good wiH pey rowe eichone; 
Thus atte shipp they were anoone. 

7535. pa Iron ope. 


7524 


7528 


7532 


7536 


Univ. Coll. MS. 

But wyth aH myn) hert I pray yow 
now, 

To every wyght hy t vnknow be 7524 
That my name ya now Partanope ; 

And late me piyvely somewhere 
sorgeron) 

Where no man) shaH ae me morne, 

Ne that my lady me neuer see. 7528 
To haue the men) deapyte of me." 

“ 8ertea,” aayd this goode Vrak, 7530 
‘‘AH thys I dare wen vndyrtake." 

As they were spekying of thys aray, 
They sey where come hya Palfray. 
Anon) to her thys hors was fett, 

And Partanone on) hym) was sett, 7535 
Streyght to the bote bothe they ryde. 
Cal me was the see, fayre was the tyde. 
The booth wyth good wyH they row 
echone; 

Thus at the Shypp they were a-none. 


Bawl. MS. 

But w»tA aH my hert I p ray you noire, 

To euery wight it vnknowe be 7524 
That my name is Partonope, 

*And let me prevely som-where solorne 

Where no man) shaH se me morne, 

Ne pat my lady me neuer see, (i loaf Ml 
To haue demore dysspyte on me."— 

“ Sertee, ” seyde pis good Wrake, 7530 
*' AH pis I dare weH vndertake. ” 

As )>ey were spekynge of pis array, 

They sey where come his palfrey. 

Anone to her pis hors was fete, 

And Partonope on hym was set. 
Straight to pe bote bothe ryde. 7536 
Calrac was pe se, feyre was pe tyde 
The bote wttA good wiH pey rowe 
ichon); 

Thus at shipe pey were anone. 


H myn hert y pray you 

Cl if den 

yght it vnknowe be 
name is partanope 

7524 

me pryvely sumwhere soiouren 
. man shaH se me morne 

my lady me euer see 

7528 


* Bottom line. 


MS. 

. . . the more despite of me 
. . yde this Goode Vrake 
. . y darre well vndertake 
. . were spekyng of this Aray 1 ) 7532 

.wyH pay row echon 3 7538 

.were anone 

2 Top lint of coL 
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In gope Wrak, and Partonope,* 7540 

And in coraeth after aH pe meany. 

Wrak Maruk to hir did caHe: 

“ Which lande is next vs of * aH 1 ” 

Seith she, “ now teH vs blyve. 7544 

There I wolde we mygbt aryve.”— 

Medame,” seith Maruk, “now truly, 

Here is an lie but faste vs by. 

The lande of Salence men do it calle ; 7548 

That londe is next vs now of aH." 

To Maruk seide pis good Wrake : 

“ In aH pis haste I pray the make 

Thy shippe redy in aH degre, • 7552 

That vnder sayle in haste we be." 

Maruk biddeth his men a pase : 

“ Go hye you faste to pe wyndase, 

And puH pe anker vp on haste ! ” 7556 

The sayle perwitA a-downe he caste. 

7540. JUS. patronope. 7443. vs of] AfS. of vs. 

7556. AtS. on, tcarcely in. 


Drake bids 
Maruk sail 
tothfl Isle of 
Salence. 


The anchor 
is raised. 


Univ. Coll. MS. 

In goth Vr&k and Partanope, 7540 
Ana in coraeth after art the meyne. 
Vrak Marak to her dyd calle: 

“ Whych lond ys next va of alt t ” 
8eyth She, “ Now* tell vs blyve. 7544 
There I wold wyth myth a-ryve." 

“Madame,” sayth Maruk, “truly, 
Here ys an) lie but fast vs by. 

The lond of Salence men) do hit call; 
The lond ys next vs now of alt.” 75 1 9 
To Maruk sayd this goode Vrak : (tear oO] 
“ In alt the hast 1 pray the mak 
They Shvpp redy in alt degree, 7552 
That vndyr sayle in hast we be.” 
Maruk byddyth hys men) apase : 

“Goo hye vow fast to the wyndase, 
And putt the Ankre vp in hast! ” 7556 
The sayle ther-wyth a-doune he cast. 

7M4. MS. Mow. 


. . anop. 

Clifc 

. aH t . . . 


. . royght . . e 

7545 

. m sayde Marok trul . . 


. ys an yle but Hast . . . 


. and of Salence me . . . 

7548 

. lond ys . . vs . . . 


aruk .... gode Vrak 



Rawl. MS. 

In gothe Wrake and Partonope, 7540 
And in comyth af ter alt }>e meyne, 
Wrake Marroke to her dyde call: 

" Whiche londe is next of vs all ? ” 
Seyde she : “ Nowe tett vs blyue. 7544 
There I wolde we myght aryue."— 

“ Madam," seyde Marroke, “ truly 
Here is an lie faste vs by. 

The londe of Salence men doth it call ; 
That londe is nexte vs of all." 7549 
To Marroke seyde bis good Wrake : 

“ In all the haste I pray the make 
Thy shipe redy in aH degre, 7552 
That vnder saiH in haste we be." 
Marroke byddyth his men apase : 

“ Goo hye you faste to pe wynde-hase, 
And pull pe anker vp in haste.” 7556 
The saiH per-wrtA downe he caste. 

MS. 

. . 1 . . h . . . the . . . make 
. . ship ... in all degree 7552 
. . . vnder sayle in hast we be 
. . . k byddeih hur men a place 
. . . hyeth fast to the wyndace 
. . pulle the Ankor vp in hast 7556 
. . . sayle ther-wyth a. owne he . . . 
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They arrive 
ther*- at 
cUybreak. 

Salence in a 

dutiful 

island, 


a land of 
plenty. 


A better shippe myglit no man fynde 

Atte sayle, at wedir, and at wynde [leafflj, back) 

At wiH they had, I you plight; 7560 

And forpe they sayle aH pat nyght, 

Safe and sounde * with-outen nay. 

To Salence they come be )>at day 

Gan shew, and pe sonne gan spryng. 7564 

To Wrak Jiis was glad tithing. 

Salence is but a lyteH lie. 

Of length it is not ouer a myle 
More pan it is now of brede, 7568 

A contre of plenteousnesse, as I rede, 

FuH of aU maner swete ‘delites. 

There-in groweth dyuers spices. 

Of come and flesshe per is grete plente, 7572 

Venesone, ftesshe fysshe per lakketh no deyntc, 

Wode, medowe, large in length, 

Rounde a-boute in his strength. 

Shorte tale to make with-outen more, 7576 

7562. sounde] MS. fouude. 


Univ. Coll. MS. 

A bettvr Shipp myght to man) fynde 
At sayle, at wedyr, and at wynde 
At wyH they haa, I yow plyght; 7560 
And forth they sayle alt that nyght, 

8afe and sound wythouten) nay. 
ToSolence they come be that day 7563 
Gan) shew, and the sonne gan) spryng. 

S Olence ys but a lytett lie, 

Of lenght hyt ys not over a myle 
Mor than) hyt ys now of brede, 7568 
A contree of plentous-nesse, as I rede, 
Full of alt manere swete delytes. 

There groweth ther-in dyuerse spices, 

Of corn) and flesh there ys grete plente. 
Venyson), fresch fysch, tner lakketh 
no deynte 7573 

Wode, medew, large in lengthe, 

Rounde a-boute in hys streyght, 

Short tale to make wythouten) more, 

Cl if den 

A bet ... . 

At s . . . 

At v . . . 7560 

And .... 


Pawl. MS. 

A be ter ship myght no man fynde 
At nyditt, at weaer and at wynde 
At wilt pey hade I you plight 7560 
And furthe pey seylede att pot nyght. 
Safe and sounae witA-out nay. 

To Salence pey come be pe day 
Gan she we and pe son sprynge. 7564 
1 ToWrake pis was good tydinge*. 

If Salence is a lytitt lie. [iltafM.back] 
Of lencht it is not ouer a myle 
More pen it is nowe of brede, 7568 
A contre of plentuosnesse as I rede, 
Full of aH maner swete delytis 
Ther-in growetA deurrse spyces. 7571 
Of come and fleshe p^r is grete plente, 
Venyson, fyshe per lakede no deynte. 

Wode, medewe per large in lenght, 
Rownde aboute in his straight. 7575 
Shorte tale to make witA-out more, 

MS. 

Saf . . 

To . . . 

Ga . . . 7564 

To . . . 
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The Emprisse, feyre Melioure, 

Yaye it hir S us ter, good Wrake, 

To pat entent perin to take 

Hir playing while and hir «lesportc, 

Amonge when she wolde pider resorte. 

In this lie she hadde a fayre castett, 
Stronge walled a-boute and diched wele. 
So erly in pat momyng 
When she was landed, she made bryng 
Thidder so pryvely Partonope * 

Therof wist no life but only she, 

And wolde in no wise suffre him raourne. 
There she seide he shuld sogeourne* 

Sho made hym haue aft maner delite. 
Within a while lie gan haue apeiite 
To mete and drynke and eke to reste. 
What he wolde haue he hadde pe beste. 
Sorowe hadde hym enfebled so sore, 
Many of his heeres were waxen hore, 

Lee she made hym of a certeyn asshe, 

7586. MS. patronope. 


which 
Mcllor had 

K tented to 
•later. 


7580 


7584 


Partonope is 
brought to 
a strong 
castle, 


7588 


where he is 
delicately 
attended to. 

7592 


Hi* Rrer 
lair* are 

chanted by 

/0Jt) Urako 1 * 
care. 
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The erapresse, fayre Melioure, 7577 
Yafe hyt her suster, goode Vrak, 

To that entent ther-yn to tak 
Hyr plesyng whyle and her dyspovt, 
Amonge whan) she wold thedyr resort. 
In this lie She had a fayre castett. 
Strong walled a-boute and dyched wett. 
So erely in that momyng 7584 

Whan) She was londed, She made bryng 
Thedyr So pryvyly Partanope. 

There-of wyst no lyfe but only She, 
And wold in no wyse sutfre hym) 
morone. 7588 

There, She sayd, he shuld sogerorne. 

1 She made hym) haue att maner delyte. 
Wyth-In a whyle he gan) haue a-petyte 
To mete and drynke and eke to rest. 
What he wold haue he had the best. 
Sorow had hym) enf[e]bled So sore, 7594 
Many of hys herys were waxen) hore. 
Lygh She made hym) of a certayn) 
asche, I 1 leaf «0, back] 7595 


Digitized by Google 


Rawl. MS. 

The cmperese, fayre Melyore, 7577 
Yafe hir syster, fayre Wrake, 

To Jwt entente per-in to take 

Hir pleynge and hir dyssporte, 7580 

A-monge when) she dyde resorte. 

In pis lie she hade a fayre castett, 
Stronge wallyde and dechide wett. 

So erly in ]>at morny|n]ge, 7584 

When) she waslondyde, made brynge 
Dejwr prevely Partonope. 

Ther-of wvste no man out she. 

And wolde in No wyse suffir hym 
raome. 7588 

Ther she seyde he shulde solorne. 

She made hym haue att maner delyte. 
WttA-in a while he hade an apetyte 
To mete and drynke and eke to reste. 
What he wolde he hade the beste. 
Sorwe hade hym enfebillede so sore, 
Many of his heris were wox hore 
Lye she made of aerten asshe, 7596 

7592. US. roste. 7695. US. wox or wax. 
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81ie forges 
lore-letters 
from her 
sister. 


Nobody 
knew he wm* 
there except 
Urxke and a 
fair maiden. 


whose 
name was 
Perse via. 


And ofte his hede perwith did w&sshe. 

The coloure amended )>en hugely. ** 

And J >erto she fayned pryvely 

Letters, os they though had be 7 600 

Sent fro hir suster to Partonope,* 

Of love endited so wele and goodly, 

That he gan wex all fresshe and lusty. 

The coloure in his visage gan faste amende. 7604 

To be pus Releved he neuer so wende. 

Of hym no man, I darre vndirtake, 

Uadde knowleche, safe only Wrake, 

And a may den pat was fay re and fre, 7608 

Borne of hye and noble degre. 

A kyng was hir ffadir, hir modyr a queen, 

Cousyn to Wrake so bright and shene. 

Wrake hir loved fuH passyngly, 7612 

She was right fayre and Jwrto goodly. 

This maydens name was Persewisse. 

Fayre shap she was, and eke wise, 

Fre in gyvyng, curteyse in* dalyaunce. 7616 

7601. MS. patronope. 7614. MS. apparently persowisse. 

7616. in] MS. Mid. 


Unit. Cull. MS. 

And ofte hys hede ther-wyth dyd 
waysshe ; 

The coloure amendyd than) howgely. 
And thcr-to She fayned pryvely 
Letters as they thogh had be 7600 

Sent ffor her suster to Partanope, 

Of love en-dyted So wele and goodely, 
That he gan) wex att fresch and lusti. 
The coloure in hys vysage gan) fast 
amend. 7604 

To be thus releevid he neuer So wend. 
Of hym) no man), I dare vnderstand, 
Had know lech, safe onely Vrake, 

And a maynden) that was fayre and 
free, 7603 

Borne of hye and noble degre. 

A king was here fadyr, hyr raodyr a 
queue, 

Cosvn) to Vrak so brygh[t] and sheen). 
Vrak her loved futt passyngely, 7612 
She was ryght fayre and ther-to goodely. 
npHis mayndens name was Persewysse. 
-L Fayre shap She was, and eke 
wyse, 7615 

Free in gyffyng, curteyse in dalyans. 


/.air/. S/S. 

And ofte his hede )>er-witA dyde 
wesshe; 7597 

The coloure amendyde {>en highly. 

And J>er-to she peynede hir preveiy 
Letteris, as ]>ey taught hade be 7600 
Sent fro hir syster to Partonope, 

Otfe loue endytyde so welt and goodly. 
That he gan) wex freshe and lusty. 

The coloure of his vesage gan a-mende. 

To be pus relcuyde he neuer wende. 

1 Of hym no man), I dare vndertake, 
Hade knowlage, safe only Wrake, 7607 
And a mayde feyre and fre, [i leaf 56] 

Borne of high and nobitt degre. 

A kynge was here fader, hir moder a 
quene, 

Cosyne to Wrake bright and shene. 
Wrake hir louyde futt passyngly, 7612 
She was right feyre ana Jier-to goodly. 
If This maydes name was Percewyse. 
Fayre shape she was', and eke wyse, 

Fre in geuy[n]ge, courteyse in daly- 
aunce. 7616 
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She coufe wele harpe, singe, and daunce, 
But of love toke she noone hede. 

For who so wolde, with-outen drede, 

To hir speke of such matere, 

Of hir shuld he haue no good chere. 

Hir herfc fat tyme was in such a plite, 

To speke of love she had noon apetite. 

In such daliaunce wolde she not spende 
Hir speche; but after she may amende. 
As seith myn auctour, fuH hardely she 
Did it not oonly for chastite, 

Though she loved nefer to kysse ne rage. 
AH J)i8 was but tendirnesse of age. 
Wherfore myn auctowr seith truly 
She shuld here-after more sharply 
Of loves dartes fele fe prickyng, 

Which shuld hir wittes fuH soone bryng 
For euer to forsake hir chastite. 

For comynly it is not sene they be 
Herborowed to-gedre now in oon plase, 
Beaute and chastite ; for ouer grete space 


She took no 
heed of love, 


7620 


7624 


7628 


• eing yet 
too young. 



7636 

[leaM*. back] 


Beauty ami 
chaatity do 
not agree 
well. 
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She cowde wett harpe, synge, and 
daunae, 7617 

Hut of love toke She non) heede. 

For who so wold, wythouten) drede, 
To here apek of such matere, 7620 
Of here shuld he haue no good cheyre. 

Her hert that tyme was such a plyte. 
In such dalyaunce wold She not spende 

Her spe(c]h / But here-after she may 
amend. 7625 

As seyth myn) autor, futt hardely She 
Dyd hyt not onely for chastite, 

Thogh She louyd nevtlier to kysse ne 
rage ' 7628 

Att this was but tendre-ne(s] of age. 

1 Wher-for myn) autor seyth truly 
She shuld here-after more Sharpely 
Of loues dartes ferle the pryking, 7632 
Which shuld her wyttes futt sone bring 
For euer to for-sake here Chastite. 

For comonly hyt ys not seyn) they be 
Herborured to-gedyr now in oo plase, 
Beawte and chastyte ; for ouer greto 
spaae [i leaf 61 ] 


Bawl. MS. 

She couthe wett harpe, synge, and 
daunce, 

But of loue toke she none hede. 

For who so wolde, witA-out drede, 

To hir speke of soyche mater, 7620 

Of hir shulde he haue no good chere. 
Hir hert >at tyme was in soych plyte, 
To speke ofloue hade she no delyte. 

In soyche dalyance wolde she not 
spende 7624 

Here speche ; but here-after she may 
amende. 

As seyth myne autor goodly she 
Dyde it not only for chastyte, 

Though she louyde no J>er kysse ne Rage, 

• 

Att pis was but tenderness of age. 7629 
Where-for myne autor seyth truly 
She shulde here-after more sharply 
Of louys dartea fele the prykynge, 7632 
Whiche shulde hir wyttes sone brynge 
For euer to forsake chastyte. 

For comynly it is not sen >at J>ey be 
Herberwyde to-geder in on place, 7636 
Beute and chastyte ; for euer grete space 


Digitized by 



Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 


304 


British Museum MS. 


One will sell 
the other. 


Beauty loves 
courtesy and 
pleasure. 


They wolde take, as telleth myn sue tour me. 
For truly he seith how pat they be 
Twoo contraries to-gedre [to] dwell, 

For pe toone wole aH-wey pe toper seH. 

For pat woman pat hath grete beaute, 

And spendeth hir life in chaatite, 

Fairenesse on hir is evill be-sette. 

For chastite in no wise should be knette 
To beaute: for they mow neuer acorde, 
To-gedre in plesaunce to serve pe worlde. 

For she pat lyveth in chastite, 

When folke pley, pen lowreth she. 

She hath no Ioy of inery dalyaunce. 

Let hir go forpe wttA mysschaunce. 

And beaute of hir neuer, take hede ! 

Ye mow not acorde, wit/i-outen drede. 

For beaute loveth all gentilnesse, 

Honour noble, and largesse, 

Faire speche, and perto fuH of plesaunce, 


7640 


7644 


7648 


7652 


7656 
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They wold take, as tellyth myn) auctor 
me. 7638 

For truly he sayth how that they be 
Two contraries to-gydyr to dwelle, 7610 
For the tone wot a-way the other shaft. 
For that woman) that hath grete beaute, 
And spendyth her lyfe in chastite, 
Fayrenes or hyr ys evytt bc-sett. 7644 
For chastyte in no wyse shuld be knytt 
To beaute ; for thy mow neuer acorde, 
To-gedyr in plesaunsto serbe the world. 
For She that lyueth in chastyte, 7648 
■Whan) folk pley, than) lowreth She, 
She hath no Ioy of myry dalyauns. 
Late her go forth wyth myschauns, 
And beaute of her neuer take heedc ! 
Yemownota-corde, wyth-outen) drede. 
For beaute louyd att gentylnesse, 7654 
Honoure noble, and largenesse, 

Fayre spe(c]h, and ther-to futt . of 
plesauns, 7656 


1 Lete hur go fforth wyth myschannce 
And beaute of hur neuer take hede 7652 
ye may not Accord witA-outen drede 
For beaute loueth Att lentilnesse 


Ratal. MS. 

They wolde take, as tellvth my autor 
me. 

Truly heseyth howe pit J>ey be 
To contraryouse to-geder to dwett,7640 
Kor >e ton witt pit o>er sett. 

For pit woman) pit hathe beute, 

And spendyth here lyfe in chastyte, 
Fayrenes on hir is itt be-set. 7644 
For chastyte in no wyse shulde be knete 
To beute ; for >ey witt neuer acorde, 
‘To-gedcr in plesance to serue the'worde. 
For she pit leuyth in chastyte, 7648 
When folke pley, )>en lowryth 8 he. 

She hathe no love of mery dalyaunce. 
Let hir goo furthe witA myschaunce, 
And beute of hir take none hede ! 7652 
Ye may not a corde, wi'tA-out drede. 
For beute louyth att Ientittnesse, 
Honoure nobille, and largenesse, 

Fayre speche, and )*r-to futt of ples¬ 
aunce, [1 leaf 56, back) 7656 


Honowre noble and largenesse 
Fayre speche and therto futt. plea- 
aunce 7656 
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1 Top line , and at Ikt bade p/1. 7512. 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



British Museum MS. 


305 


Lovyng bope pley, to sing and daunce. 
Chastite putteth beaute oute of array. 

She wiH neuer snffre hir be fresshe and gay, 
But shadowes hir euer wtt/i mournyng cliiere ; 
Of hir she hath a full lewde fere. 

For beaute desyreth to haue J>e colour 
Of pe faire fresshe rose floure, 

And loveth also to lyve in Iolyte, 

Desyryng to haue hye prosperite. 

But }>at foule pat may not haue 
To hir love noper knyght ne knave, 

Gentilman ne yeman of no degree, 

Lette hir pan lyve in chastite. 

Yite vnknowe I love wele chastite 
Better a grete dele pen she dope me : 

For if I si»eke to hir of any love, 

Be God pat sitteth in lieven a-bove, 


7660 


7664 


Let uuly 
ladies live 
in chastity. 

7668 


The Poet in 
grieved tint 
hie Lady 
will not 

7672 listen to his 
words of 
love. 


Univ. CoU. MS. 


Ratal . MS. 


Louyng both pley, to symg, and dauns. 


Chastyte putteth beaute oute of aray ; 
She wytt never suffre her be fresh and 


g*y» , 

But shadows here euer wyth momyng 
cheyre; 7660 

Of her hath She a futt lewde feere, 

For beaute desyreth to haue the coloure 
Of the favre freysh Rose floure, 

And loutn also to lyve in Iolyte, 7664 
Desyryng to haue hye prosj>eryte, 

But that foule that may not haue 
To her love neyther knyght ne knave, 
Gentyllman) ne yoman)*of no degre, 

> Late her than) lyve in chastyte. 7669 

[> leaf el, back) 


Bctther a grett dele than) She doth me : 
For yf I speke to her of ony love, 7672 
Be God that sytteth in hevyn) a-bove, 


Louynge to pley, both aynge and 
daunce. 

Chastyte puttyth beute of array : 

She witt neuer sutfir here be freshe and 

gay. . 

But shadowe euor witA euer mornyfn]ge 
chere ; 7600 

Of here she hathe a futt lewyde fere. 
For beute desyryth to haue coloure 
Of pe feyre freshe rose floure, 

And louytli also to leue In Iolyte, 7664 
Desyrynge to haue high prosperite. 

But pat foule pat may not haue 
To here loue noper knyght ne knane, 
Ientitt-man) ne yeman of none degre, 
Let here pen leue in chastete. 7669 
Yet vnknowe I loue chastete 
Beter a grete dele pen she dothe me : 
For yef 1 speke to here of ony loue, 7672 
Be God pat syttyth in heuyn aboue, 


Clifden MS. 


louyng both play to syng and dauoce 
Chastite putteth beaute oute of A-ray 
She wytt neuer suffer hur be ffreshe . . . 
but shadow hur euer wit A momyng 
ch . . 7660 

Of hur hath she A futt lowde ffrere 
For beaute desyreth to haue the coloure 
Off the ffreshe ffayre rose ffloure 
And loueth Also to leve in Iolite 7661 

PARTONOPE. 


Desyryng to haue prosperite 
but that ffoule pat may not haue 
To hur loue uothcr knyght ne knaue 
Gentilman ne yoinafi of no d . . 7663 
lete hur than leue in Chastite 
Yette vnknowe y loue wett Chastite 
better A grete dele than she doth me 
For yf y speke to hur of any loue 7672 
by godde that sytte in heven A-boue 
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Partono]* 
rereives ih© 
kind atten¬ 
tion! of 


To me she answereth so shoi tely, 

That of liir worries a-bassheJ am I. 

• • • • • 

For when I wolde some-tyme in counseylle ( car 97 ] 7G76 
Shew my hert to liir somedele, 

She answerd me in wordes so bye, 

I hadde as lefe my counseylle crye 

In London atte crosse in Chepe. 7680 

She giffeth me cause of ter* to wepe 

Then forto laughe, Jus is no nay. 

And sometyme when J>at I assay 

To gife hir a yilte, broche or Kyng, 7C84 

That wole she not take for no-)>ing. 

Thus rude is cliastite and not curteise, 

She hathe me greved in many wise. 

Hut now wole I lette aH ladies be, 7688 

And teH for)>e of Partonope.* 

PArtonope * hath now clene forsake 
The wodwouse life, and hn}»e hyni take 

7G81. ofter] MS. nfter. 7889, 7690. MS. patronope. 


Unix. Coll. MS. 

To me She answeryd so Shortely, 

That of hyr wordes a-basshed am) I, 
For wan) I wold som)-tyme in coun¬ 
say le 7676 

Shew myn) hert to her som) dele, 

She answered me in wordes so hye, 

I had as lyef my counsaytt crye 
In London) at the crosse tu Chepe, 7680 
She gyffeth me cause after to wej»e 
Than) for to lagh, thys ys no nay, 

And som)-tyme whan) that I assay 
Togyf her a yeft, broch or rynge, 7684 
That wott She not take for no-thyug, 
Thus rude ys chasty te and not curtayse, 
She hath me grevyd in many wyse. 

But now I wott late att ladyes be, 7688 
And tett forth of Partanope 
'DArtanope hath now for-sake 
-L The wod-wous lyfe, and hath hym) 
take 


Rat cl. MS. 

To me she answereth so shortly, 

And of here wordes abasshede am I. 

For when I wolde som-tyme [in} 
counsett 7676 

Shewe myne hert to here somdett, 

She aii8we[r]de me in wordes hye, 

I hade as lefe my counsett crye 
In London) at the crosse in Chepe. 7680 
She gyffyth me cause oflter to wepe 
Then) for to laugh, pis is no nay. 

And soni)(-tyme] when I do assay 
To gyfe here a broche ore a rynge, 

That witt she not take fore nothynge. 
Thus is chastyte not courteyse, 

She hathe me greuyde In many wysc. 
Nowe witt I let att bis be, [leaf 591 
And tett furthe of Partonope. 7689 
Partonope hathe clene for-sake 
The woawose lyfe and clene take 

MS. 

This rude is Chastite and not enrtay . . 
She hath me gr . red in many wyse 
but now wott I lete Att ladyes be 7688 
And telle forth of partano|>e 
. artanope hath now clene forsake 
The wodwoys lyf and hath hym t . . 


Clifdcn 

To me she Atinswereth so shortly 7674 
she geueth meca . se After to wepe 7681 
than forto laugh this is no nay 
And sumtyme whan hat y assay 
Togeuehuray .. broche or ryng 7684 
That wytt sh ... take for no-thyng 
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To J>e gouemaunce aH fully 
Of ffayre Wrak and of Perse wy. 

And they be redy, I you plight, 

Hym to comforte with aH hir myglii. 

Bothe hym wesshe and lay hym softe. 

She hym feyned letters fuH ofte 
Of comforte endited so goodly, 

And bere an hande pat truly 
They were hym sent from Melyouore 
To heale his wounde pat greved hym sore. 
Certeis donblettes pcy lete make hym fyne, 
Gownes of Skarlette and eke of Satyne. 
Hym lakked no-ping pat myght hym eace, 
FuH glad they were hym to pleace. 

And prow her grete cherisshyng 
He wexe fuH fresshe, lusty, and lykyng, 
And of his letters toke grete comforte, 

7693. MS. persowy? 


7692 Drake and 
Perscvis. 


7G06 

Crake often 
Mentis him 
letters, 
making him 
believe they 
^ are written 

7 / 00 by Melior. 


7704 


He is soon 
restored to 
health, and 
recovers his 
7703 Koodiook*. 


Univ. Cull. MS. 

To the gouemauns aH fully 7692 
Of fayra Vrak and of Pureewy. 

And they be redy, I yow plyght, 

Hym) to coinfort wyth att her myght. 
Both hym) washe and ley hym) soft. 
She hym) feyned lettres futt oft 7697 
Of comfort endyted So goodely, 

And bere an) hond that truly 
They were hym) sent fro Melioure 7700 
To heele hys wound that greved hym 
sore. 

Sertes doblette* they lett make hym) 
fyne, 

Gownes of Sckarlet and eke of satyn). 
Hym) lakked no-thyng that myght 
hym) plese, /704 

FuH glad they were hym) to Ese. 

And thorw her gret cheryssyng 
He wex fresch, lusty, ana lykyng, 

And of his lettres toke grete com¬ 
fort, 7703 


Rawl. MS. 

To pe gouemaunce aH fully 7692 
Of feyre Wrake and of Persewy. 

And pey be redy, I you plight, 

Hym to comfort with aH hir myght. 
They hym weshe and ley hym softe. 7096 
She hym feynyde leteris luH ofte 
Of comfort endytvde fuH goodly, 

And bare on honac bat truly 

They were hym senae fro Melyour 7700 

To hele his woude pat was so sore. 

Sej-tes pey let make hym fyne, 

Gownys of skarlet and of satyn). 

Hym lakede uothynge pat myght hym 
e.vse, 7704 

FuH glade pey were hym to plese. 

And porwe here grete cheryssynge 
He wax freshe, lusty and lekynge, 7703 
And of letteris toke grete cornfortyngc, 


Cl i/den MS. 


To the Gouemannce Alle fully 7692 
Of ffayre vrak and of persewey 
And thay be redy now plyght 
hym to confort wyth AH her myght 
both hym wasshe and Jey hym softe 


8he hym tfeyned letterys fuHofte 7697 
Of coMfort endited so Godelv 
And bare An bond that truly 
They were hym sent fro melyoure 7700 
Tobelehis wound that greued hym sore 1 


> At back of page beginning with L 814i 
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Uimke is not 
far from 
falllnir in 
love with 
bln». 


Which were fayned to hym for desporte. 

Were not pes ladies foule to blame 
Thus to lye and make hym game 

Of Meliors letters, and seide she hym sent, 7712 

Which on [n]eiper side was ment 1 
But blameworpi were they noone, 

Sith for pe best it was done. [leaf 97 , back] 

But atte last prow her desporte, 7716 

Hir fayre chiere, her fayned comforte, 

He gan gedre to hym fas to flesshe and Mode, 

And wexe lusty )>at, by my hode, 

When Wrak bc-helde a-boute right wisely 7720 

His fressh coloure, his persone so semely, 

She gannc so nye fall with hym in dotage, 

Save pat wisdome restreyned corage, 

And thought on hir Suster Mel[i]oure, 7724 

How truly he loved hir and hadde done yore. 

It was, she thought, but nycetye, 

And att pat fantasy she lete be. 

Pereewyse stode in pe same degre, 7728 


Univ. Coll. MS. 


Rawl. MS. 


Which were feyned to hym) for dys- 
porte. 6i] 

Wnere not this ladyes foule to blame 
Thus to lye and make hym) game 
Of Melyours letters, and san)aShe hym) 
sent, 7712 

Which on) nether syde was ment t 
But blame-worthy were they none, 
Syth for the beat yt was done. 

Butat the last thorw her dysport, 7716 
Her fayre chyere, her feyned comfort, 
He gan) gedyr to hym) fast flesch and 
blode, 

And wex lusty that, by my hoode, 
Whan Vrak be-hceld a-boute ryght 
wysely, 7720 

His fresch coloure, hys persone so 
semely 

She ganne so nye fatt wyth hym) in 
dotage, 

Saue that wysdome restreyned corage, 
And thought on) her Suster Melyoure, 
How truly he loued her and done yore. 
Yt was, She thought, but nysytee, 

And alt that fantasy She late be. 
Pereewyse stode in the same degre, 7728 


Whiche were feynyd for dyssportyngc. 

Where not pis ladyes foule to blame 
Thus to lye and make hym game 
Of Melyores letteris, and seyae she hym 
sent, 7712 

Whiche on neyper syde was not ment 1 
But blame-worthy were pey none 
Sethe for the beste it was done. 

But at pe laste porwe hir dyssporte, 7716 
Here feyre chere, her feynyde comforte, 
He gan to gader fleshe and blode, 

And wex lusly pat, be my hode, 

When) Wrake be- helde hym wysly,7720 

His freshe coloure, his persone symly 

She gan) so nye fait in dotage, 

P leaf 59, back) 

Safe pat wysdome resstreynyde corage, 
And pought on hir syster Melyore, 7724 
Howe helouyde here and hade don yore. 
1 Hit was, she Pought, but nysete, 

And att pat fantesy she let be. 
Pereewyse stode in pe same degre, 7728 
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For she wan dolyaunce v/ith Partonope.* 

His porte, his manere be-come so wele 
J)at J»ough hir herte were made of stele, 

No wonder it was }>ough it did raelte. 

The fyre of love so made it swelte 
In lovyng of pis Partonope,* 

That almoste for-yete was chastite, 

Save J>at she wist wele and knewe 
To pis lady Melyoure he was so trewe 
pat pough she loved, it myght not avayle, 
And thought it was but loste travayle. 

The hete of love hir herte did feynte; 

With wise abydyng J>e fyre she (jueynte. 
Thus seith myn auctour after whome I write. 
Blame not me : I moste endite 
As nye after hym as euer I may, 

Be it 8oj>e or less I can not say. 

But now I lette pis Partonope * 

And Pcrsewise, pis msyden fre, 

7729, 7784, 7746. MS. patronone. 


•nd poor 
Pemevi* 
might have 
forgotten 
her chastity 

7732 


bat that *he 
„ 0 . knew he vat 
tlo D true to his 

lady. 


7740 


7744 


(Thu* aftitli 
mine author. 
Blame not 
111 *.) 


Unit. Coll. MS. 

For She whan) dalyaunce wfijth Par- 
tanope. 

His porte, hys manere be-come so wele 

That thow hert had be made of stele, 

No wondyr hyt was thoght hyt dyd 
my It. 7732 

The fyre of love So made ys swelt 
In lovyng of this Partanojie, 

That att-most for-yete was chastyte, 
Saue that wele She wystand knew 7736 
To this lady Melionre he was so trew 
That thogh she lovyd, hyt myght not 
avayle, 

And thoght hit was but lust travayle. 
Thow hete of love her hert dyd feynte ; 
Wyth wyse a-bydyng the fyre She 
queynte, 7741 

T hus s eyth the auctor after whom) I 
wryt. 

fillarae not me : I most endyte 
As nye after hym) as I can) or may. 7744 
Be hyt sothe or lese I can) not say. 

But now I lett this Partanope 
And Persewyse, this maynden) free. 


Rawl. MS. 

For she wan) dalyunce witA Partonope. 

His porte, his maner be-com hym so 
weH, 7730 

That powe pe hert hade ben made of 
stett, 

No wonder it was pough it dyde mylte 

The fyre of loue so made it smelte 7733 
In louy[n]ge of pis Partonope. 

That att-moste fore-yete was chastyte, 
Safe pat wett she wyste and knewe 7736 
To pis lady Melyore he was so trewe 
That pough she louyde, it myght not 
avaitt, 

And pought it was but loste travaitt. 
The hete of loue here hert dyde faynte ; 
WitA wyse abydvnge pe fyre she quente. 

Thus seyth myne autor after whom I 
wryte. 

Blame me not; I moste endyte 
As nye after hym as euer I may. 7744 
Be it sothe ore ett ts I can) not sey. 

But nowe I let pis Partonope 
And Persewyse, pat mayden fre. 
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In the 
meantime 
arrives a 
messenger 
sent by 
Mrlior, who 
wishes to 
■peak with 
her sister. 


Urake 
accordingly 
orders her 
ship to be 
made ready. 


Pernevls is 
to stay 
behind with 
Partonope. 


Urake 
takes her 
departure, 


To-gedre in dalyaunce* to haue in fere, 7748 

For now is come a messyngere 

From the Empresse Melioure 

To Wrak, hir Suster; for wonder sore 

She deayreth with hir to speke. 7752 

Wrak in no wise wiB not breke 

This grete ladies cowmaundement. iieafosj 

After hir shipmen now faste she sente, 

And chargeth hem her shipp be redy I'aste, 775C 

To see she wole go in aB }>e haste. 

Wrak )>at is bo}>e redy and wise, 

Is not aferde )>ough Persewise 

At hir casteB leve with Partonope; * 77 60 

For nedys coste leve moste she 

Oon with hym pat knoweth )>e counseylle. 

Of Persewise she wote is no pereB; 

For she is wise, redy and stedfoste. 7764 

The lasse of hir she is a-gaste, 

How longe fro home she euer a-byde. 

Hir shippe is redy, fayre is )>e tyde. 

Leve she taketh of Partonope,* 7768 

7748. MS. dalyannace. 7760, 7768. patronope. 


Univ. Coll. MS. 

1 To gedyr in dalyaims to haue in ff[e]re. 
For [now] ya come a messang[e]re 7749 
Fro the empresse Melioure 
T[o] Vrak, her suater / for wondyr sore 
She desyreth wyth her to spek. 7752 
Vrak in no wyse wytt not brek 
Thys grete ladyes comaundenicut. 

After her Shypmen) now fast She sent, 
And chargeth hem) her Shyp be redy 
fast, (> leaf « 2 , back) 7756 

To see She wott go in att hast. 

Vrak that ys both redy and wyse, 

Ys not a-ferd thogh Persewyse 
At her castett leve wyth Partanope ; 
For nedys cost leve most She 7761 
On) wyth hym) that knoweth the 
counsaytt. 

Of Persewyse She wot ys no perett ; 
For She ys wyse, redy and stedfast. 
The lasse of her She ys a-gast, 7765 
How longe from) home She euer a-byde. 
Her Shypp ys redy, fayre ys the tyde. 
Leve She taketh of Partanope, 7768 


Saiol. MS. 

To-geder in dalyaunce to haue in fere. 
For nowe is come a mesengere 7749 
Fro J>e emperese Melyore 
To Wrake hir syster ; for wonder sore 
She descryth wttA here to speke. 7752 
Wrake in no wyse wilt not breke 
This grete ladyes comondeinente. 

After hir shipmen) anone she sente. 

And chargyth hem be redy faste, 7756 

To see she witt goo in att haste. 

Wrake >at is bothe redy and wyse, 

Ys not aferde fxrogh Prrsewyse 
Athircastettleuewi'tA Partonope; 7760 
For ned« coste leue moste she 
On) wttA hym )wt knowetA J* counsctt. 

Of Persewyse she wot is no perett; 

For she is wyse. Redy and stedfaste. 
The lase of hir she is agaste, 7765 
Howe longe fro hym pal she abyde. 

Hir shipe is redy, fayre ia >e tyde. _ 
Leue aha takyth of Partonope, 7768 
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To hir shipp now straight gope she. 

Forpe seyleth Wrak, J>is may Jen fre. 

In grate thought is Partonope.* 

Wrak wepeth gretely at hir departyng. 
Partonope* prayde hir a-bove aH ping 
She wolde to hym come soone ayein. 
“Therof,” seid she, “ I wolde be feyn.” 

Wrake hath wedyr at poynte devise. 

% 

FuH glad and mery is Persewise. 

Forpe seyleth Wrak vpon pe see, 

And in shorte tyme aryved is she 
At Chief de Oyere, where as Melyore, 
Hir fayre suster, hathe dwelled yore. 

Now ame pes Susters mette in feere, 
EyJ ter to oj ter make good chere. 
Tappettes and quysshons to hem be fettc. 
In an herber full grene be they sette 
There allone to take her dalyaunce. 

I trow they lust ne ]ter sing ne daunce, 
For Mel[i]ore gan anoone to wepe. 

Hir Suster Wrak toke grate kepe 

7771, 7773. MS. patronope. 



7772 


7776 


and soon 
arrives at 

7780 Chef d'Oire. 


Sitting with 
her slst«r in 
an orchard, 

7784 


1 788 Melior 

begins to 
weep. 


t’nio. Coll. MS. 

To her Shyp now streygtit goth She. 
Forth sayled Vrak tliys niavdeii) free. 
In grete thought ys l’artanope. 7771 
Vrak wepyth gretly at her departvng. 
Partanope prayed nyr aboue att thyng 
She wold sone come to hym) a-yen), 

“Therof,”seydShe, ‘‘wold Ibcfayne.” 

Vrak hath were at poynt devyse. 7776 
Full glad and mery ys Perse wyse. 
Forth sayleth Vrak vpon) the see, 

And in Short tyme a-ryved ys she 
At Cheyf de oyre, whereas Melioure, 
Her fayre suster, hath dewlled yore. 
Now ame thes Sustres mett in feere. 
"YT Eyther to other mak good cheyre. 
Ti Tapyttes and cusshons to hem) 
be fett. p leaf «MJ 7784 
In an) erber fatt grene be they sett 
There alone to take her dalyaunse. 

1 1 trow they hist nether syng ne daunse 
For Melioure gan) a-no{n]to wepe. 7788 
Her suster Vrak tok grete kepe 


llawl. MS. 

To hir shipe straight goth [s]he. 7769 
1 Forthe saylyth Wrake J>is mavde fre. 
In grete bought is Partonope. p leareoi 
Wrake wepyth gretly at hirdejiartynge. 
Partonope pray th hir aboue aft thynge 
She wolde sone come to hym ayen). 7774 
“There-of," seyde she, “I wolde be 
fayne.” 

Wrake hathe weder at poynte devyse, 
Futt glade and mery is Persewyse. 7777 
Furthe saylyth Wrake vppon l>e se, 
And in shorte tyme aryuyde is she 
At Chyfe dcoyre where as Melvore,7780 
Here feyre syster, hathe dwellyde yore. 

H ere arc {>e systeris met in fere, 

Eyber to o)xr make good chere. 
Tappette* and schesshons to hem befet. 


In an erbere grene )>ey be set 7785 
There alone to take per dalyaunce. 

I trowe bey lyate no>er synge ue daunce 
For Melyore gan anone to wei>e. 7788 
Hir systir Wrake toke grete kepe 
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81ie is jw> 
unhappy 
tliat ahe 
ever loTr^. 


Urmke very 
well » nder- 

etandx the 
rennon of 
her tee re. 


Of hir maner govemaunce. 

Hir pought pis maner of dallyaunce 

Was nyse what hir suster mente. 7792 

She wist not )>e verrey entent (leaf 93 , back] 

Of hir suster pat wept so sore. 

And atte laste fayre Melyouore 

Of hir wepyng gan a-brayde, 7796 

And to hir Suster pus she seide : 

“ Vngrncious am I, be God above, 

That euer I was encombred be love. 

It hath—she seide—me noyed sore. 7800 

But of pis matere speke we no more.” 

To hir answerd fayre Wrake : 

“ Ttewly I neuer knew your make, 

For welo I wote, he* God above, 7804 

AH your wepyng is for love. 

Ye wolde feyne bide it from me 
And disfigure youre nycete, 

But ye can not pat experyment. 7808 

I knowe to wele your entent. 

ji ftrr 1. 7792 MS. adds a line : 

She wist not what his Suster mente. 

7804. be] MS. but. 


Univ. Coll. MS. 

Of her maner goutmauns. 

Her thought thys maner of dalyans 
Was nyse what her suster meiit. 7792 
She wyst not the verrey entent 
Of her suster that wep so sore. 

And at the last fayre Mclioure 
Of her wepyng ganne abravde, 7796 

And to her suster thus She sayde : 

“ Vngracious am) I, be God a-bove, 
That euer I was encombred lo love. 

Hyt hath—She sayd—me noeyd futt 
sore. 7800 

But of this matere speke we no more.” 
To her answered fayre Vrak : 

Trewly I neuer knew your make, 

“ For wele I wote, be God a-bove, 7804 
AH your wepyng ys for love. 

Ye wold fayne liyde hyt fro me 
And thys fugure your nysetee 
But ye can) not that Experyment, 7808 
I know to wele your entent. 

7790. MS. gouernauan* (a above n). 


AW. MS. 

Of hir maner and gouernauuce. 

Hir pought pis maner of ilalyaunce 
Was nyse what hir syat*r ment. 7792 
She wvste not pe verry entente 
Of hir syster >nt wypte so sore. 

And at pe laste feyre Melyore 
Of hir wepynge gan abrayde, 7796 

And to hir syster pus she seyde : 
"Vngrncious* am I,” pas she seyde, 
"be Got! sl>oue. 

That euer I was encomberde be loue. 
Hit hathe—she seyde—me noyede 
sore; 7800 

But of pis mater speke we no more.” 
To hir answerde feyre Wrake : 

" Truly I neuer knewe your make, 

For weH I wot, be God aboue, 7804 

AH youre wepynge is for loue. 

Ye wolde fevue hvde it fro me 
And dysfugure youre nysete, 

But ye con not pat experiment. 7808 
I knowe weH your entent. 
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Love wolde fayne make you to speke, 

But fan comef drede and make)) you breke 

Youre tale, and )>at is liye folye. 7812 

For, Suster, ye wote right wele fat I 

Love'you a-bove att erthly fing 

And gladly wolde do yonr pleasyng.” 

“ BE God,” quod bis lady, “ bat is not so. 7816 M*uor up- 

For ofte tymes ye haue me do auurfor 

With your worries full grete diseace, mbleucf. 

And you fuH lyteH me ilispleace. 

Wordes of reprofe ye haue seide many oone 7820 

To me, and perto a yere is fuH gone 
Or more, sith ye laste se me. 

Here come ye but a lytiH paitle.” 

“FOr sothe,” seid Wrake, “it is ago 7824 

„ t .. L ° ^y* Urake, 

More )>en xij. monfes )>at we two i^cause of 

To-gedre in oon place mette. Partonope. 

A cause per was fat me did lette. 

For fe laste tyme fat ye se me 7828 

Or I you, forsofe Partonope* 

7829. MS patronope. 


Unix-. Coll. MS. 

Love wold make yow fayn) to speke, 
But than) cometh drede and maketh 
yow brek 

Your tale, and that ys liye foly. 7812 
For, auster, ye wote ryght wele that I 
Loue yow a-bove att ertyly thyng, 

And gladly wold do your plesyng.” 

B E God,” quod thys lady, “ that ys 
not so, 7816 

For oft tymes haue ye me do 
Wyth your wordes futt of desscse, 

And vow futt lytytt me dysplese. 
Worays of reprofe ye haue seyd many 
one 7820 

To me, and ther-to a yere ys futt gone 
Or more, syth ye last sygh me. 

Here come vee but a lytytt pardee.” 
“T^Or soth,” sayd ’Vrak, “hyt ys 
A- a-go [i leaf 63, b»ck] 7824 
More than xij monthes thaft] we two 
1 To-gedyr in ony place mett. 

A cause tlier was that me dyd lett. 

For the last tyme that ye sye me 7828 
Or I yow/ for soth Partano{>e 


Rarel. MS. 

Loue wolde make you to speke, 

Then comyth drede and makyth you 
breke {leaf 00, back] 

Youre tale, and pat is hye foly. 7812 
For, svster, ye wot right wett Jwt I 
Loue you aboue att erthly thynge 
And gladly wolde do youre plesynge.” 
U “Be God,” q?tod >is lady, “fit is 
not so. 7816 

For ofte tyme haue ye me do 
WitA youre wordes futt grete dysscyse, 
And you futt lytitt me dysspleae. 
WorilM of reprofe ye haue many one 

• 

To me, and fer-to is futt gone 7821 

Ore more, seth laste ye sigh me. 

Here come ye but a lytitt fzrde. ” 

II “For sothe,” seyde Wrake, “it is 

a-goo 7824 

More fen xij monthe fat we twoo 
To-gcder in one place mete. 

A cause fer was fat we dyde lete. 

For the laste tyme fat ye sey me, 7828 
Ore I you, for sothe Partonope 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



314 


British Museum MS. 


When she 
dsred t*» 
intercede 
for him. she 
was treated 
so unkindly, 


that she 
went to nee 
foreign 
countries. 


There she 
heard Lhnt 
Partonope 
had lost his 
mind for 
Melior s 
sake. 


Was here with you in pis place, 

And for his trespase I neghed your grace. [letfwj 
Ye denyed in no wise to here me 7832 

For wepyng or knelyng, more )>en I hadde be 
A straunger to you and no-ping kynne. 

This made [me] vtterly fro you fleene. 

So vngoodly cliere ye made me, 7836 

I toke my shippe, and wente to see 
To haue passed many a straunge lande 
And to se pe wondres in many a stronde. 

And herde suche tithinges put liketh not me. 7840 

For truly your owne love Partonope* 

Ye made lese his witte for aye. 

This is verrey sope, pis is no naye. 

So moche sorowe for you he hath take, 7844 

Horne-wode he renneth for your sake. 

For hym me nede no more to pray 
Ne for hym knele, but* o ping I say: 

“ Gete you a-noper love, for he is gone. 7848 

It shaH be louge or ye gete suchone. 

7841. MS. patronope. 7847. but] MS. bot 
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Was here wyth yow in thys place, 

And for hys trespas 1 neyghed your 
grace. 

Ye deyned in no wyse to here me 7832 
For wepyng or knelyng, more than) 1 
had be 

A straunger to yow and no-thyng 
kynne. 

Thys made me vtterly fro yow fleene. 
So vn-godely chere ye made me, 7836 
I toke my Shyp, and went to se 
To haue passed ma£n]y a straung strond 
And to se the wordres ofmany lond. 
And herd such tydynges that lyketh 
not me, 7S40 

For trewly your owne loue Partanope 
Ye made lost hys wytt for aye. 

Thys ys verray soth wythouten) nay. 

So moch sorow for yow he hath take, 
Homhwode he renneth for your sak. 
For hym) ine nede no more to pray, 

Ne for hym knele, but oo thyng I say: 
Gete yow a-nother love, for he ys gone. 
Hyt shatt be long or ye gete such one. 


Digitized by Google 


Bawl. MS. 

Was here wt'tA you in pis place, 

And for his trespas I myghede your 
grace. 

Ye deynyde in no wyse to here me 7832 
For wepynge and knelynge, more J>eu 
I hade be 

A stronger to yon and nothynge kynne. 

This made me wytcrly fro you flene. 

So vngoodly p cr ye made chere to me, 

I toke my ships and weut to se 7837 
To haue passede many a stronde, 

And to se J>e wonderes of many a londe. 
I herde soyche tydynges |wt lykyth not 
me. 7840 

For trewly youre loue Partonope 
Ye tmuee made loste his wyte for aye. 
This is sothe without naye. 7843 

So meche sorwe for you he hathe take, 
Horne-wode he rynnyth tor youre sake. 
For hym me nede no more to praye,7846 
Ne for hym knele, but o thyuge I seye : 
Gete you anoper loue, for he is gon. 7848 
Hit shatt be longe ore ye have soychon) 
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And sith ye haue do so to hym, 

Thus ye worshipp gretely your kynne, 
This is f>e cause pat I haue you fledde. 
Partonope* in Jiis worlde is but dede.” 

7852 

Melior 
turns i ale, 

When pe lady herde pat Partonope* 
For love of hir wode Ranne he, 



A-boute hir hert she felt such peyn, 
Moche wo she had hir to Restreyne 

7856 


Fro swonyng, for lope was she 

That hir hevynesse aspied shuld be 

Of Wrak, hir Suster, pat was hir dere. 
But yit wist Wrake wele by hir chere 

7860 


And be hir Colour bright and rede 

That was chaunged into pale and dede, 
That for love was aH hir hevynesse. 

7664 


Yite Meliore did aH hir besynesse 

To gete ayein hir fresslie liewe, 

Hir dedely coloure did renewe, 

And to hir Suster did she speke 

And somwhat hir hert to hir breke: 

786S 

but does her 
best to 
conceal her 
emotion. 

“ Suster,” she seide, “ it may wele be 
In grete disese lieth Partonope,* 

[leaf 00, buck) 

Though he 
has b.haved 
so falsely, 


7853, 7854, 7871. MS. patronope. 


Unix. Coll. MS. 

And ayth ye haue do so to hym), 7850 
Thus ye worshyp gretly your kynne. 
This ys the cause that I haue yow 
fleed. 7852 

Partanope in this world ys butdede.” 
Han) the lady herd* pot Partanope 
For lone ot' her wode ranne lie, 
A-bout her hert She Het such peyne 7856 
Mocft wo she had liir to rcstreyne 
Fro swonny[n]g, for l«th was she 
That her hcvynesse aspyed shuld lie 
Of Vrak, her suster, that was her dere. 
But yet wyst Vrak wele be here cher*, 
And her coloure bryght and rede 7882 
That waschaunged in-to pale and dede, 
That for loue was att her hevynesse. 7864 
Yt Melior dyd att her besvnes [leaf<H] 
To grete ayen) her fressh hew. 

Her dedely coloure dyd renew, 

And to her suster dyd she spek 7863 
And somewaht her hert to her breke. 

“ O Vster,”Shesayd, “hyt may wele be 
O In grete dyssese lyeth Partanope. 


AW. MS. 

And Kcthe ye haue do so to hym, 

1 Thus ye worchipe gretly youre kynr.e. 
This is J>e cause I haue you flede. 7852 
Partonope in l>is world* is but dede." 
When >e lady herde ]>at Partonopc 
For loue of hir wode ranne he, [* l*.af 61 
A-boute here hert she felt grete peyne. 
More wo she hade hir to resstreyne 7857 
For swony[n]ge, for lothe was she 
That heie heuynes aspyde shulde be 
Of Wmke, here systcr, Jwt was here 
dere. 7860 

But yet wyste Wrake be here chere 
And be hir coloure bright mui rede 
That was changyde to pale and dede, 
That for loue was her heuynes. 7864 
Yet Melyore dyde att hir besynes 
To gete ayen hir freshe hew*, 

Hir dedly coloure dyde renewe, 

And to hir systcr dyde she speke 7868 
And soinwhat here hert gan to breke. 
IT "Syster,” she seyde, "it tnay wett 
In grete dysseyse lyth Partonojie. [bee 
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she will 
tr*rh Urmke 
!iow to euro 
him. 


But this is 
no affair of 
Ur&ke's: 


Melfor'alove 
)»a* turned 
him mad. 


And if he were to me as chiere 
As euer lie was, I couJ>e you lere 
To make hym as hole as euer he was. 

That euer I hym knewe I may say alias, 
So falsely as he liath be-trayed me, 
Causolesse, Suster, Jwit wote now ye. 

Yite for yo«r love, not for thy, 

A medecyne I shall you teche redely 
That shati in haste aH hole hym make.” 
To hir answerd anoone Wrake: 

“Nay, fayre Suster, be Seynt Iolin, 
Therto bane [I] right layser noone. 

Hele hym yotir-self if )>at ye lust, 

Ye knowo medecynes pat ben beste. 

For I knowe wele, and J»at do ye : 

In Fraunce be-fore was Partonope * 

A man wele be-loved and of grete estate, 
And your love bathe made hym chekmate . 
Ye loved hym first, to sey pe troupe. 
Suster, perof ye may haue roupc. 


7887. MS. patronope. 


7872 


7876 


7880 


7884 


7 888 


Univ. Coll. MS. 

And yf he were to me as clieere 7872 
As euer he was, I coude yow leere 
To make hym) as liole as euer he was. 
That euer I hym) knew I may say alas, 
So falsely as he hath be trayed me, 
Causeles/suster that wote now ye. 7877 
Yt for your love, noght for thye, 

A modecym I shaft yow tech redely 
That shat) in hast and hole hym make." 

To her answered a-non Vrak : 7881 

“Nay, fayre suster, be seynt Iohn), 
Ther-to haue I ryght leyser none. 

Hele hym) youre-self yf that ye lust, 
Ye know niedvoyues that bene best. 
For I know wele, and so do ye : 7886 

In Fraunce be-fore was Partanope 
A man) we[ll] be-louyd aDd grete estate, 

And youre love hath made hym) 
chekmate. 7889 

Ye loued hym) fryst, to say theroth. 

Suster, ther-of ye may haue routh. 


Kaxol. MS. 

And yef ye were to me as chere 7872 
As euer he was, I couth you lerc 
To make as hym hole as euer he was. 
That euer I hym knewe I mav sey alias, 
So falsly as he hathe be-travede me,7876 
Causles, syster, Jwt wot nowe ye. 

Yet for youre loue, not for thy, 

A medsvn I shaft teche you redly 
That shaft in haste att hole hym 
make.’’— 7880 

To hir answerde a-none Wrake : 

“ Nay, fayre syster, be sent John, 
There-to haue I leyser none. 

Hele hym youre-selfe yef )>at ye lyste, 
Ye knowe mydsyns pat ben beste. 7885 
For I knowe wett, and so do ye : 

In Fraunce be-fore was Partonope 
A man wett belouydc and of hye es- 
state, 7888 

And youre loue hath made hym chekc- 
mate, [leaf 61 , back] 

Ye louyde hym fyrste, so seyth p« 
tronthe, 

Syster per-ot ye may haue routhe. 
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Be crnfteof false nygromansye 7892 

Hidder ye hym brought fuH cursedly. 

And in your service he come ne hadde, 

He shuld not now haue ronne madde. 

Suster, he loved you twoo yere and more. 7896 

He sawe you neuer. Trow ye not sore 
It greved hym, yis so mote I the, 

AH day with-oute company to be. 

And neuer to speke with you but in J>e nyght, 7900 
And yite of you pen to haue no* sight? 

Though after be his counseylle he 
Shope hym fully you to se. 

What clepe ye pis ? shuld pis be treasone? 79C4 

Me thinketh in pis haue ye no reasone. 

But discrecon) now telleth me 
He loved you better pan euer ye 

Did hym, pis is with-oute doute. 7908 

As a wilde beste he renueth a-boute, 

Of mete ne drynke taketh he none hede, 

Ne of slepe with-outen drede. [ic*f ioo] 

7901. no] MS. a. 


He loved 
her more 
than two 
year*, 


without 
being 
allowed to 
aee her, 


and far 
more than 
ever she 
loved him. 


Univ. Coll. MS. 

Be craft of flas nygromansy 7892 
Hedyr yee hym) brought futt cursedly. 
And in your seruyse he come ne hade, 
He shuld not now haue ronne madde. 
Suster, he loued yow two yerc and 
more. 7896 

He saw yow neuer / trow ye not sore 
Hyt grevyd hym) / yes so mote I thee, 
Alle aay wyth-oute compauy to be, 
And neuer to spek wyth yow but in 
the nyght, 7900 

And yet of yow than) to haue no syght ? 
Thogh after be hys counsaytt he 
Shope hym) fully yow to see. 

What clepe ye this! shuttd thys be 
treson)? [leaf cH, back] 7904 

Me thenketh in thys haue ye no reson). 
But dyscrescion) now telleth me 
He loued yow better than euer ye 
Dyd fcym), thys ys wyth-outen doute. 
As a wyld wy best renneth he non 
heede 7909 

Ne of Slepe, wyth-outen) drede. 


Raicl. MS. 

Be crafte of false nygremonsye 7892 
Heper ye hym brought futt coureedly ; 
And in youre seruyse he come ne hade, 
He shulde nowe haue ronne made. 
Syster, he louyde ij yere anymore. 7896 

He sawe you neuer. Troweyou not sore 
Hit greuyde hym, yef so mot I the, 
Att aay witA-out compeny to be, 

And neuer to speke witA you but on • 
pe uyght, 7900 

And yet of you pen to haue no sight 1 
Though after be his counsett he 
Shope hym fifty you to see. 

What clepe ye pis? shulde pis be 
treson ? 7904 

Me thynke in pis ye haue no reson. 
But pe dysscression tellyth me 
He louyae you betcr pen euer ye 
Dyde hym, pis is witAout doute. 7908 
As a wilde beste he rynnyth aboute. 

Of mete ne drynke take he no hede, 

Ne of slepe, witA-out drede. 

7900. on] MS. perhaps un, meant for in. 
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Sha h*« 
really lie- 
trayed him. 


Perhaps 
Melior now 
repent* a 
little. 


If nhe want* 
to cure hiiu f 


Which of you now hape be-trayed oj >er 1 
Ye hym. And if he were my broker, 

And he hadde his witte agayne, 

O thing woldo I counseylle hym certeyn: 

In love he shuld neuer do you smiyce. 

He lyveth not pat can devise 
A persone to haue more semelynesse, 

More beaute, more straight, more largesse, 

J)an he liadde ; and ye, suster Meliore, 

That haue made hym loste, and niych more, 
Of bis ye may make a fayre a-vaunte. 

Yite somwhat me thinketh ye bo repentaunte 
Wepe now a lytitt I you pray. 

God for euer I now reney, 

If for hym I make request 
To you; and some-tyme no gretter feste 
In no wise ye couJ>e haue made me 
Then of his sorow to haue pite ; 

But of my prayer toke ye noone hiede. 
Therfore, suster, so God me spede, 


7916 


7920 


7924 


7928 


Unix. Coll. MS. 

Which of yow now hath bc-trnved 
other! 7912 

Ye hym / for and he were my brother, 
And he liadde / hya wytt a-gaync, 

O thyng wold I couusaytt hym) certeyn): 
In loue he shuld / neucr do yow ser- 
uyee. 7916 

He leveth not that can) devyse 
A persone to haue more semelynesse, 
More beaute, more streyght, more 
largesse, 

Than) he hadd / and ye, suster Mel- 
youre, 7920 

That haue made hym lost, and moch 
mor, 

Of thys ye may make a fayre avaunt. 
Yott Somwhat me thenketh ye be 
repent[aunt]. 

Wepe now a lytett, I yow pray. 7924 
Goa for now euer I now Reney, 

Yf for hym) make I request 
To yow / and som)-tyme no gretter 
feat 7927 

In no wyse ye cowde haue mada me 
Than) of bys sorow to haue had pyte ; 
But of my prayer toke he no heed. 
Ther-for, Suster, So God me sped, 


Jlaicl. MS. 

Whiche of you nowe bathe be-trayede 
o>er T 7912 

Ye hym. For and ye were my broker 
And he hade his wyte agayne [teyne: 
A thynge wolde I counsett hym ser¬ 
in loue he shulde neuer do you seruyse. 

He leuyth not J>at cone devyse 7917 
A persone to haue more symlynes, 
More beute, strenght, and largenes, 

Then he hade ; mul ye syster Melyore, 

That hauo made hym loste, and mechc 
more, 7921 

Of pis ye may mak a fayre avaunte. 
Yet somwhat ye be repeutante. 

Wepe nowe a lytitt, I you praye, 7924 
God for euer I nowe Renye, 

Yef for hym I make requeste 

To you ; and aom-tyme no gretter feste 

In no wyse ye couth a made me [leaf 621 
Then of hissorwe to haue hade pete. 7929 
But of my prayer take ye none hede. 
There for, syster, so God me spede, 
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And ye wiH hym hele or elles fynde, 

Go seke hym vnder )>e wode lynde. 

There he renneth wode as any hare. 

But no force I wiH neuer care 
For you ne for hym, while )>at I lyve.” 
When Mel[i]ore herde J>is grete reprove 
That Wrake, hir suster, to hir hath tolde, 
Hir hert within hir body gan to colde, 
And pought hir love, Partonope * 

For euer in pis worlde loste hathe she. 

“ Suster,” seide fayre Meliore, 

“ The cause J>at I wepe so sore, 

For Partonope * it is not sekyrly. 

But I shaH teH you J>e cause why. 

Suster, sith ye were laste with me, 

Here hath ben a grete assemble 
Of kynges, Erles, and eke barons, 

And att pat holde castels and townes 
Or any o)>er lordshippe of me, 

AH they were in pit assemble. 

Of aH her counseylle pis was J>e acconle 


7932 


7936 


7940 


7944 


7948 


[leaf 100, back] 


7952 


she will 
find him 
rtiDDin? 
shout in 
the wood. 


Melior, 
thougn 
heavy at 
heart, 


denies 
that she 
weeps for 
Partonope. 


The king* 
and lords of 
the empire 
had held an 
assembly, 
where it was 
decided that 
she was to 
take a 
husband. 


7940, 7914. MS. patronope. 
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And ye wott hym) hele or ellea fynde. 

Go 8eeke hym) vndyr the wode lynde. 
There he rennyth wode as ony hare. 
But no foree I wott neuer care 7935 
For yow ue for hym), whyle I leva." 
Whan) Meliour herd this grete reprofe 
That Vrak, her suster, to her hath 
told, 

Her hert wyth-in her body gan) to cold, 
And thoght her lore, Partanope, 7940 
For euer in tliys world lost huth She. 

“ O Vster," sayd fayre Melioure 
O “The cause that I wepe so sore, 
For Partanope hit ys notsykerly. (leaf 65) 
But I shaft telle yow the cause why. 
Suster, syth ye were last wyth me, 
Here hath bene a greto assemble 
Of kynges, Erlys and eke barons, 7948 
And alle that held castelles and townes 
Or ony other lordshyp of me, 

Alle they were at that assy ruble. 

Of att her counseytt thys was the 
a-corde 7952 


Rctwl. MS. 

And ye witt hym hele ore ettes 
fynde, 7932 

Go seke hym vnder >e wode lynde. 
There he rynnyth wode as ony hare. 
But no for* I wytt neuer care 
For you ne hym, while I letie." 7936 
When Myl. . re herde >is grete repreue 
That Wrake, hir syster, to hir hathe 
tolde, 

Hir hert w*tA-in hir body gan) col-le, 
And >ought hir loue, Partonope, 7940 
For euer in >is worlde loste hathe she. 
IT “ Syster,” seydc fayre Melyore, 

“ The cause Jwt I wypte so sore 
For Partonope it Is not sekerly. 7944 
But I shaft tett you pe cause why. 
Syster, sethc ye were laste w»tA me, 
Here hathe bene a grete asemble 
Of kynges, erlis arid of Baroims, 7948 
Tliat helde castelles and townes 
Ore ony ojier lordchipe of me, 

Att l»ey were at )wt assemble. 7951 
Of att yer counsett )>is was |>e corde 


Digitized by 



Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



320 


British Museum MS. 


An they did 
not agree oq 
the choice, 


there rote 
an old 
knight, 
called 
EmouL 


J)at I moste algate haue a lonle. 

Some seide )>e Emperour of Spayne, 

And some seide the Einperour of Almayne, 
And some seide, for nere alliaunce, 

I 8huld liaue pe kyng of Fraunce. 

But shortely to tett at oo worde, 

AH J»es lord is myght not acorde 
To eny of pea jure peraones, 

The feH at Travers aH at ones. 

Some speke shortely of hym of Spayne, 

And some helde no-ping w*tA Almayne, 

Of the kyng of Fraunce they toke none hiede. 
Thus they departed, with-oute drede. 

Then was )>ere a knyght pat heght Arme[l]us, 
A aemely persone for )>e nonys, 

Longe and brode, and bigge of bonys. 

He was no man of grete lyvelode. 

He passeth many a man in manhode. 

He was ronne wele in yeeres, 

His hede was fuH of white heeres. 

A man he was holde of grete renoune; 

Men toke heede gretely of his resone. 


7956 


7960 


7964 


7968 


7972 


Univ. Coll. MS. 

That I must algate haue a lord. 7953 
Som) sayd the empmmre of Spayne, 

And som) seyd, for neere alliaunce, 

1 shulld haue the kyDg of Fraunce. 

But Shortely to telle at oo word,* 

Alle these lordys myght not a-cord 
To ony of these thre persoues, 7960 
They fytt at travers att at ones. 

Som) speeke shortely of hym) of Spayne, 
And som) heeld no-thyng wyth Almayn), 
Of the kyng of Fraunce they toke non) 
heed,* 7964 

Thus they departed, wythouten) drede. 
Than) was there a knyght hyght 
Armens, 

A semely persone for the nonys, 7967 
Long and broode, and bygge of bones. 

He was no man) of grete lyfelode. 

He passyd many man) in manhode. 

He was ronne wele in yerys. 

His hede was futt of whyte herys. 7972 
A man) he was hold of grete renon ; 
Men) toke heede gretly of hys reson. 

7958. MS. coni. 7964. MS. bred. 


Rawl. MS. 

That I moste algate haue a lorde. 

Som seyde 1» emperottr of Spayne, 

And som pe emperour of Almayne, 

And som seyde, for nere alyance, 

I shulde haue )>ekynge of Fraunce. 7957 
But shortly to tett at on worde, 

Att pis lordet myght not acorde 
To ony of pis iij personys, 7960 

Thye titt atrauers att at onys. 

Som spake shortly of hym of Spayne, 
Anti som helde nothynge witA Almayne, 
Of )>e kyngc of France pey toke none 
hede, 7964 

Thus pey deportyde, witA-out drede. 
Then was per a kynght hight Armelus, 

A syraly persone for the nonys, 

Longe and brode, and byge of 

bonys. [leaf 62 , back] 7968 

He was a man of grete lyuelode. 

He passede many on in manhode, 

He was ronne wett in yeres, 

His hede was futt of whyte hens. 7972 
A man) he was holde of grete renoune ; 
Men toke hede gretly of his resounne. 
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‘ LOidynges,’ he seide, ‘ and it be your pleasyng, 

To gyve audience to my spekyng, 7976 

To aH pat of pis counseyft be, 

Myn entent I pray you here and se. 

I am wele roune vpp in age, 

Not borne of hye lynage. 7980 

Yite an olde proverbe seide is aH day : 

Of a foie a wysc man may 

Take witte, pis is witfr-outen drede.’ 

* Sey on,’ seyd aft, ‘now God J>e s^de.’ 7984 

4 Lordynges,’ he seide, 4 wttA-outen fayle, 

I am not able you to counsayle. 

For who shaft a counseylle yeve, 

Hym is good to be warre of reprove, 7988 

Leste me sey he is worpi no wage, lieanoi] 

He counseyled pus for his owne a-vauntage. 

Lordinges, the entent of pis matere 
I wift you teft, if ye lust to here. 7992 

Taketh it in no wise for no counseylle. 

But if ye think it may not a-vaylle 
Herith it, and pen leyeth it on syde. 


Ha Mk*l 
Uie lords in 
listen to liis 
ad Wee. 


Unit. Coll. MS. 

‘T Ordynges,’ he sayd, ‘and hyt be 
your plesyng 

To gefe audience to inyn) spekyng, 7976 
To att that of thys counsaytt be, 

Myn) entent I pray yow here and se. 

I am) weft ronne vpe in age, 

Not borne of hye lenage. 7980 

Yet and old proverbe sayd ys att day : 
Of a foole a wyse man may 
Take wytt, this ys wyth-oute dredc.’ 
‘Sey on),' sayd alt / ‘now God the 
spede.’ (leaf 65. bock] 7984 

‘Lordynges,’ he seyd, ‘ wyth-outen) 
fayle, 

I am not able yow to counsayle. 

For who shatt a counsaytt yeve, 7987 
Hym hys goode to be ware of reprove, 
Lest men) sey he ys worthy no wage, 
He counsayled this for hys ownc a- 
vauntage. 

Lordyngtes] de entent of my matere 
I wytt yow tett, yf ye lust to here. 7992 
Taketh yt in no wyse for counsayle. 
But hef ye thynk yt may not avayle 
Hereth yt, and than) ley hyt a-syde. 

PARTONOPE. 


Jlaicl. MS. 

If 4 Lordynges, ’ he seyde, ' yef it be 
youre plesynge 

To gyfeaudyence to myspekynge, 7976 
To att pat of pis counsett be, 

Myn entent 1 proye you here and se. 

1 am wctt ronne vp in age. 

But not borne of hye lenage. 7980 

Yet an olde prouerbe seyde it is att 
Of a foie a wysnian may [day : 

Take wyte, pis is witA-out drede.’ 

'Sey on,’ seyde att, 'nowe God the 
spede.’ 7984 

* Lordynges,’ he seyde, ‘ witA-out faitt, 

I am not abitt you to counsett, 

For who shaft a counsett veue, 

Hym is good to be ware of rcpreue,7988 
Leste men) sey he is worthy no wage. 
He counsellede pis for his owne avan- 
tage. 

Lordvngee, pe entente of my mater 
I witt you tett, yef ye lyste to here. 7992 
Takyth it in no wyse for no counsett. 
But yef ye thynke it may a-vaytt 
Heryth it, and pen) ley it asyde. 
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All tlt« lord* 
present were 
neighbours 
lo some or 
other of the 
kings who 
laid been 
proposed, 
end conse¬ 
quently 
spoke from 
interested 
motives. 


Ye vote wele how large and wyde 
My ladies lordshippes lye here a-boute. 

To you it is not in grete doute 
here is [no] lonle pat now is here. 

But pit he is in lande a mnrchere 
To some of pe lordes n-fore seide, 

Eiche of hem per-fore wolde be wele paide 

To haue hym a kyng to wlionie he is a march ere, 

• • • • • • 

Of hym to haue better lordshipp and chere. 
Eiche man for his avauntage dope chese, 

EuH litiH heede take they of my Indies ease. 

This is no resone me pinketh, be my life. 

I wole make an cnde of nH pis strif, 

And taketli good heed what I shaH sey, 

I shaH shew you a new wey. 

My lady is of grete honour, 

Ami of beaute she bereth pe floure 
Of nH women, pis wote ye, 

That in pis worlde I trow be. 

She is perto but right tendre of age. 


7096 


8000 


8004 


8008 


8012 


Univ. Coll. MS. 

Ye wote wele how Urge and wyde 7996 

My ladyes lordshyppes lye here aboute. 

To yow hit ya not in grete doute 

There ys no lord that now ys heere, 

But lie ys in loud a marchere 8000 

To eom) of [the] lonlys a-fore sayd. 

Eche of hem) ther-for wold be wytt 
payde 

To haue hym) a king to whom) lie ys 
marcheyre, 

Of hym) to haue the better lordeship 
and cheere. 8004 

Eche man) for his a-vauntage doth 
chese 

Fuff lytett heed take they of my lades 
ese. 

Thys ys no reson) me thenketh, be ray 


Hi 


I wott make an) end of aft thys stryfe. 
And uketh goode heede what I shaft 
sey, 

I shaft shew yow a mene wey. 

My lady ys of grete honoure, 

.\nd of beaute she berylh the floure 
i »f aft women), this wote wele ye, 8013 
That in this world I trow be. 

She ys therto / but ryght tendyr of age. 


Bawl. MS. 

Ye wot weft howe large and wyde 7996 
My ladyes lordchipus lye here aboute. 
To you it is not in grete doute 
Ther is no lorde pat nowe is here 
But pat he is in londe a marchere 8000 
The some of the lordes afore seyde. 
Eche of hem per-fore were weft payde 

To haue hym a kynge to whom a 
marchere, 

Of hym to haue pe beter lordchipe and 
chere. 8001 

Eche man for his avantage dothe chese. 

Fuff lytiff hede take pey of my ladyes 
eyse. 

This is no reson me tpynke, bo my lyfe. 

I witt make an ende of atf pis stryfe. 
Takyth good hede what I sh»tt 
sey, [leaf S3] 8009 

I shaft shewe you a mene wey. 

My lady is of grete honoure 

And of beute she beryth pe floure 8012 

Of aft women, pis wot weft ye, 

That in pis worlde I trowe be. 

She is Per-to right tender of age. 
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Many cite, casteH, and pore village 8016 

That ben vnder hir gouemaunce, 

Many a pore man may she avaunce. 

Of lordes, of knyghtis eke she is so stronge 

That no [man] may do hir no wronge. 8020 

Wherfore me thinkef fat reasone wolde 

Hir soueraigne lorde chose she sholde. 

And if she chese a lorde for richesse, 

If he lak raanhode and prowesse, 8024 

This myght be mysschief to vs aH. 

Or it myght elles so be-faH 
She chose a man of small degre. 

So a gentillman borne fat he be, [leaf 101 , buck] 8028 

Fre, curteise, stable, and debonaire, 

Stronge, wele shapen, of visage faire, 

Manly, trew, friendly with to dele, 

Such a man shuld do fight wele. 8032 

If such were founde be her owne chesyng, 

To vs fis myght neuer be reprovyng. 

And how fis myght In brought be 
I shaH you teH, as thinketh me : 8036 


Their 
beautifal 
Queen 
should 
chooee for 
1 1 creel f. 
What they 
all wanted 
waa a manly 
and chival¬ 
rous king. 


And surh a 
km< might 
be found. 
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Many Cyte, caste ft, and poor vyllage 
That be vndyr the gouernnaunce, 

Many a poor man) may she a-vaunce. 

Of lordes, of knyghtea eke She ys so 
strong, 

That no man) may do her no womg. 
Where-fore me thenketb that reson) 
wold 8021 

Hyr soueraygne lorde chose she ahold. 
*And yfl She chese a lord for Rychesse, 
Yf he lak manhode and prowesse, 8024 
This myght be mvschyf to vs aft. 

Or hyfc myght elles so be-falle [i leaf 8<J] 
She chose a man) of smale degree, 

So a gentylman) born) that he be, 8028 
Fre, curtayse, stable, and debonayre, 
Strong, wett shapen), of vysage fayre, 
Manly, trew, frendlv wyth to dele, 
Such a man) shuld do ryght wele. 8032 
Yf such were found be hyr owne 
chesyng, 

To vs thys myght neuer be reproving. 

• And how thys myght Inne brought be 
I shaft yow tett, as thenketh me : 8038 
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Many Cete, Casteft, and poure vylage 
That ben vnder fer gouemaunce, 8017 
And many a poure man she may 
avaunce. 

Of lordes, knyghtea eke she is stronge. 

That no man may do hir no wronge.8020 
Where-for me thynke fat reson wolde 

Here souerayne lorde chese she sholde. 
And yef she chese a lorde for Ryches. 
Yef he lake manhode and prowes 8024 
This myght be mysclief of vs aft. 

Ore ettea it myght be-faft 
She chose a man) of lowe degre, 

So a gentift man) borne fat he be, 8028 
Fre, courteyse, lentitt and de-boneyre, 
Stronge, wett shape, of vessage fayre, 
Manly, true, frendly witA to delle, 
Soych a man) shulile do right weft. 8032 
Yef soyche were fonde be hir chesynge, 

To vs myght neuer be repreuyfntee. 
And howe fis in brought myght be 
I shaft you tett, as thynketh me : 8036 

11. 8031-3* inttrUd in MS 
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A fair 
should be 
announced 
for Whit¬ 
suntide the 
next year. 


There should 
be. booths, 
good wine, 
and all ap¬ 
purtenances 
of chivalry. 


At witsonetyde pe next yere, 

Be writte lette be charged to be here 
Marchauntes of aH maner degre, 

That of pe queen holde any maner fee. 

Where they be fre or Elies bounde, 

With her marchauudise vpon pe stronde, 

And that a fayre here holden be 
Of marchaundise of all maner degree, 

And xv. dayes it shall be holden here. 

There shall no man no custome here. 

To )>e fayres avauntage pis gretely shall be, 
Also peace prow all pe contre 
Be cried for straunger, as we devisen. 

They piche vp her hopes, and perin good wyne 
Shall be to sell; it may not fayle 
There moste be plente of all vilayle, 

Hors, armour that longeth to Chevalry, 

Wele beten Trappers, stedes to pe wey, 
Slieldes, speres peynted full gay, 

Sadels, helmes of all maner assay, 


8040 


8044 


8048 


8052 


8056 


Univ. Coll. ATS. 

At wytsontyde the next yere, 

Be wrytt late be ch&rgid to be here 
Marchauntes of all maner degree, 8039 
That of the queen hold ony maner fee, 
Where they be free / or dies bounde, 
Wyth her marchaundyse vpon) the 
strond, 8042 

And that a fayre holden) be 
Of marchaundyse of aft maner degree, 
And xv days hyt shaft be holden nere. 
Ther shaft no man) no custome bere, 

To the fayres a-vauntage this gretely 
shaft be, 

Also peas / throw aft the Contree 8048 
Be cryed / ffor straunger, as we devysyn). 
They pycches vp her boothes, and ther- 
yn good wyna 8050 

Shaft be to seft, hyt may not fayle, 
There most be plentee of aft vvtayle, 
Hors, armor that longeth to chevalrv, 
Wele beten) trappures, steedys to the 
wev, 8054 

Shelaes, speres peyntyd futt gay. 
Saddles, helmes of aft maner assay, 

8048. MS. rather put. 


Raid. AIS. 

At whytsontyde he nexte yere, 

Be wryte let be chargyde to be here 
Marchauntes of aft maner degre. 

That of )>e queue holde ony maner fee. 
Where hey fre ore ettea bounde, 8041 
WitA hir marchantyse vppon he 
stronde, 

And hat a feyre here holden be 8043 
Of marchantyse of aft maner degre. 
And xv dayes it shaft be holde here. 
Ther shaft no man no costum) bere, 

To )>e fayres avantage gretly shaft be 

Also pese J>orwe aft the countre 8048 
Be cryde for stranger as we devysyn. 1 
The pyche of per bothis, and jwr-in 
good wyn) [* leaf 83, back] 8050 
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That longeth to turneyng,* mny not be behynde, 

To bo soldo * men moste pere redy fynde. 

Be pen pore men her bopes vp haue 

Her good perin forto save, 8060 

And eke grete marchauntes her pavylone, 

It shaH seme a right wele fayre towne. 

On pe toper side ordeyned it mot be 

Herode8 to ride in euery contre 8064 

That bene vnder cristen lay, 

To proclame vpon what day 

A RoyaH tumenient here pan shaH be, p«ari<tt] 

And it shall laste dayes pre. • 8068 

Also to warne eich worpi knyght 
To shew her knyghthode and her myght. 

And how pe turnament shaH be-gynne, 

Who so eu er happe pe gre to Wynne, 8072 

On monday next after pe faire day. 

And aH pe ferre straungers wttA-outen nay 
ShuH l>e herborowed on pis side; 

8057. MS. tumemyng. 

8058. solde] the last two letters too rubbed to read. 


Heralds 
were to pro- 
claim in ell 
countries 
that a 
three days' 
tournament 
would be 
held. 


RawL MS. 
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That longeth to turnyng, may not be 
be-hynde, 8057 

To be sold men) must there redy fynde. 

Be than) pore men) her boothes vp haue 
Hir goode ther-In for to save, 8060 

And eke grete marchaunge* her pauy- 
lon), 

Hyt shaft seme a ryght wele fayre 
town), [leaf M, back] 

On) the other syde ordenyd mote hit be 
Herewdes to ryde in euery contree 8064 
That be vndyr crysten) lay, 

To proclayme vpon) what day 
A rvatt turnement here than) shaft be, 
And yt shaft lest days thre. 8068 

Also to warne eche worthye knyght 
To shew her knyght-hode and her 
myght. 

And how the turnement shaft be-gynne, 
Who so euer happe the gree to wynne, 
A monday next after the fayre day. 
And alle the ferre straungers wyth- 
outen) nay 8074 

Shuld be herbored on) thys syde ; 


To be solde men) moste per redy 
fynde. 8058 

Be pen poure men per bothis haue 
Hir good per-in foreto saue, 8060 

And eke grete marchantes per pavely- 

on). 

Hit shaft seme a right feyre towne. 

On pat oper syde ordeynede moste be 
Herowdee to ryde in-to euery contre 
That ben vnder crystyn lay, 8065 

To proclame vppon what day 
A Royatt turment here shaft be, 

And it shaft laste dayea thre. 8068 

Also to warne euery worthy knyght 
To shewe here knygthode and here 
myght, 

And howe pe turment shaft be-gyne, 
Who so euer hape pe gre to wyne,8072 
On monday nexte after pe feyre day. 
And aft pe ferre stronger wttA-out nay 

Shaft be loggyde on pis syde ; 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



320 


British Museum MS. 


The Queen 
and the 
jud^e* 
might fit 
in the 
dungeon. 


On the 
fourth day • 
the Judges 
should 
select six 
or seven 
knights who 
had distin¬ 
guished 
themselves; 
and the 
Queen was 
to choose 
one of them. 


In )>e faire all J>e to \er shaH a-bide. 

And my lady herborowed shaH be 
In )>e dongeon) for more suerte. 

Be hir also moste sitte J>ere 

The lordes ati }>at shuH bere 

The charge of )*; rightfuH Iugement, 

Who fat shaH haue }>e gTee of ]>e turnamente. 
Thre dayes Jjis turnanient sliaH laste. 

On J>e fourte day )>e luges moste caste 
Which do)>e beste to * haue J>e degre. 

Of J«8 moste vj. or vij. be 
Chosen oute of |>e worthiest, 

And which my lady liketh best 
Hym she moste take for hir souerayne, 

And here on J»is medowe faire and playne 
The turnanient holden shaH be, 

J)at my lady and J>e luges may se. 

Hidder shaH come many a Riche inarchaunte, 
Fro Yenyse, fro Ypres, and fro Gaunte, 

To wyn) vpon her marchaundise. 

8085. to] MS. moste. 


8076 


8080 


8084 


8088 


8092 
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In the fayr« that ait the other ehait 
abyde. 8078 

In the dongeon) for more auertee. 

Be her also most sytt there 
The lordys ait that shutt bere 8080 
The charge of the ryght-futt Iugement, 
Who that shaft haue gree of the turaa- 
roent. 

Th[r]e days thys turnement shaft fast. 
On) the fourth dayes the Iugees must 
cast 8084 

Which do best to haue the gree. 

Of these must vj or seven) be 
Choeen) oute of the worthyest, 

And which my [lady] lyketh best 8088 
Hym) She must take for her souerayne. 
And here on) this medew fayre and 
playn) 

The turnement holden) shaft be. 

That my lady and the Iugees may se. 
Hedyr shaft come many a fayre 
merchaunt 8093 

Fro Venyse, ffro Ipere and fro Gaunt, 
To wynne vpon) her Marchaundyse. 


Bawl. MS. 

In )>e feyre att Jwt ofcer shatt abyde. 807 6 

And my lady herberwyde shatt be 
In ]>e dongon for more suerte. 

Be here also moste syt fere 
The lordes att )>at shutt here 8080 
The charge of right-futt Iugement, 
Who )xxt shaft naue )>e gre of J>e tur- 
ment. 

Thre dayes ]>ia turment shaft laste. 

On )>e iiij day luges moste caste 808* 

Whyche do beste to haue ]>e gre. 

Of Jrcae moste vj or vij be 
Chosyn) out of the worthyeste. 

And whiche my lady louyth beste8088 
Hym she moste take for here souerayne. 
Aud here on) )»is medewe fayre and 
playne 

The turment holde shatt be, 8091 
That my lady and J>e luges may see. 

H eper shaft come many a goodly mar- 
chan te 

Fro Venyse, fro Iprys, and fro Gan) 

To wyne vppon) per marchantyse. 
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Of pe turnament eke to liaue pe prise 
Hedir wole come many a worpi knyght, 

And J)is wole be a RoyaH sight. 

Lordynges,’ seide Armulus, * what sey ye ? 

My tale is tolde, and if not be 
Agreable vnto all your entente, 

In you lieth now amendment©.* 

When Armulus had his reasone seide, 

The lordes perto agreed were and apaydc. 

Thus here shaH be |>is turnament, 

And I am assented to her entente, [leaf 102 , back] 

Which, Suster, to me is grete sorowe. 

When I thinke peron y Even and morowe, 8108 

1 moste nedes faH in moche sighyng. 

Also, good suster, of my wepyng 
This is pe cause, and not Partonope. 

But, faire suster, I wole pat ye 8112 

In pis mater knowe aH my wiH. 

To love Partonope 1 haue more skiH 
Then any of po pat they wole chese, 

Grete sorowe moste I haue pus to lese 8116 


8096 


8100 


8104 


The lord* 

agreed 

to th's 
propu>*l. 


It it thin 
tournament 
that rauae* 
all her woe. 


She now 
lotet hrr 
old love, 
Partouope. 
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Of the tumement eke to haue the pryse 
Hedyr tvyH come many a worthy 
knyght, 8097 

And tf iis wott be a ryatt syght, 
Lordynges, ’ sayd Aranlus, ‘ what say 
ye? 

My tale ys told, and yf not be 8100 
A-greabytt vn-to att yourc entent, 

In yow lyeth now amendement.’ [le«f 67] 
'VX7Han)Ernnlu8 had hys reson) sayd, 
* » The lordys thereto a-greed and 
were a-pa yd. 8104 

Thus here shatt be thys Inturnement, 
And I am) assented to here entent, 
Which, suster, to me ys grete sorow. 
"Whan) I thenke peron, even) and 
morow, 8108 

I must nedes falle in moch syghhig. 
Also, goode suster, of my wepyng 
This ys the cause, and not Partanope. 
But fayre suster, I wott that yee 8112 
In thys mater know att att my wyle. 

To love Partanope I haue more skytt 
Than) ony of tho that they wott chese. 
Grete sorow must I haue thus to lese 


Of J>e turment eke to haue pryse 8096 
He>er witt come many a goodly knyght, 


And bis witt be a royatt sight. 

•Loraynge*,’ seyde Armelus, ‘whatsey 
ye? [leaf 64) 

My tale is tolde ; yef it nowe be 8100 
Agreabitt vnto yon re entente 
In you lythe nowe amendemente.’ 

H When Armelus hade his tale seyde, 
The lordes greede, and wereapayde.8104 


Thus here shatt be )>e turmente, 

And I am assentyde to |>er entente, 
Whiclie, syst er, to me is grete sorwe. 
When) I thynke per- on, evyn and 
morwe, 8108 

I moste nedes fatt in rneche sighynge. 
Also, good syster, of my wepynge 
This is )>e cause, and not Partonope. 
But, feyre syster, I wytt fwt ye 8112 
In pis mater knowe att my witt. 

To loue Partonope I haue more skitt 
Then ony of the J>at |>ey witt chese. 
Grete sorwe moste I haue pis to lese 8116 
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Urske 
reproaches 
\wt sister 
for being to 
inconstant. 


Xelior feels 
►» tliongh 
her hrart 
Is breaking, 
and 

implores 
Ur.*ke to 
help her. 


My love, my Ioy, my Partonope, 

For truly, suster, he rooete nedee be 
Most© in my thought, while I am aly ve. 
To you aH holy I do me shryve.”— 

“ Ey, God helpe,” seide good Wrake, 
“What woman of you may I maket 
Ye be, me pinketh, full vnstable ; 

Youre herte is euer so chaungeable. 

I haue grete mervaylle, be God a-bove. 
Ye can Partonope * hope hate and love. 
And pat oones and in oo day. 

Grete Ioy of you haue I may. 

Yite for litiH yot/r herte coupe chaunge, 
I trowe, fro hyra, and love a straunge.” 
When Melior herde Wrake hir blame, 
And to hir seide so moclie shame, 

For sorowe she wist not what to do, 
But wept as pough hir herte a-two 
Shuld haue broste; and perwit/t she 
Leyde hir downe on hir susters kue. 
Longe after she seide futt petiously: 


8126. MS. patron ope. 


8120 


8124 


8128 


8132 


8136 


Univ. Coll. MS. 

My love, my Ioy, my Partanone. 8117 
For truly, suster, he must nedej be 
Moost in my thought, while I am) 
a-lyve. 

To yow alholly I do me schryfe.”— 

“ Ey, God help," sayd good Vrak, 8121 
“ What voman) of yow may I make * 
Ye be, me thenketh, full vnstable ; 
Your*’ hert ys euer chaungeable. 8124 
I haue grete mervayle, he God above, 
Ye can) Partanope both hate and love, 
And that at ones and in oo day. 

Crete Ioy of yow haue I may, 8128 
Yett for lytett your hert cowde 
chaunge, 

I trow, fro hym), and love a straunge.” 
Whan Melior herd Vrak her blame, 
And to her sayd so moche shame, 8132 
For sorow she wyst not what to do, 
Rut went as thogh her hert a-two 
Shuttd haue broat, and ther-wyth She 
Leyde her doune on) her susters kne. 
Longe after She sayd futt pet«rU9ly: 8137 


Ravi. MS. 

My loue, my Ioye, my Partonope, 

For truly, syster, he moste nedes be 
Most* in my )>ought, while I leue. 

To you att holy I witt me shreyue.”— 
“ Ev, God helpe," seyde good Wrake, 

“ What woman) of you may I make ? 
Ye be, me thynketn, futt vnstabitt; 
Youre hert is euer futt chaungabitt. 8124 
I haue grete mervett, be God aboue, 

Ye can) Partonope bothe hate and loue, 
And J*>t at onys and in on diy. 

Grete Ioye of you haue I may. 8128 
Yet for lytitt youre hertcouthe change, 

I trowe for hym, and loue a stronge." 
When)Melyore herde Wrake here blame. 
A nd to here seyde so meche shame, 8132 
For sorwe she wyste not what to do, 
Rut wypte as |xnigh here hert at wo 
Shulde naue breste, and J>er-wjtA she 
Leyde hir downe on hir syster kne. 8136 
Longe after she seyde futt petuoualy : 
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“ Wrake, good suster, I cry you mercy. 
And for Goddis love, now conseylle me 
My love to haue I myglit beste be 
Governed ; for fully in you I trust, 

And ye cau counseylle me for pe beste.” 

“ Suster," seide Wrake, “ as pinkep me. 
Ye haue sett yowr-self in good degre, 
And as now moste for yonr beste. 

Ye mow chese wliome euer ye liste 
Of such complexion) ye mowe take 
Of browne, of bloye, or elles of blake, 

As is moste to your plesaunce. 

Wherfore desyre ye a fayrere chauncel ” 
“Good suster,” pen seide Melior, 

“Ye make myn herte wonder sore. 

And hardely, suster, grete syn) haue ye 
Thus vngoodly to rehete me. 

Grete synn liape pat list to displeace 
A lady for love lieth in diseace.”— 

“That is sope,” seide good Wrake. 

“ It is grete alines, I dar vndirlake, 


*140 


8144 


But Urake's 

in»niral 

nn.iwer 


[leaf 103J 


8148 


8152 


only addi 
to Melior's 
grief. 


8156 


Univ. Coll. MS. 

“ Vrak, good suster, I crye yow mercy. 
And for Goddee love, now counsayH me 
Mv loueto haue I myght best be 8140 
1 Governed ; for fully in yow I trust. 
And eke ye can) counsaytt me for the 
best.” t 1 liar67, back] 

S Vster,” sayd Vrak, “as thenkeith 
me, 

Ye haue sett youre-self in good degree, 
And, as now mo»t for youre best, 8145 
Ye now chese whom) y[l]ken) ye lest. 
Of suche compleccion) ye mow take 
Of broune, of bloye, or elles of blak, 

As ye most to youre plesaunce. 8149 
Where-fore desyre ye a fayre chaunce ? ” 

G Oode Suster,” sayd than) Melior, 
“Ye make my hert wondyr sore. 
And hardyly, suster, grete synne hane 
ye 8153 

Thus vngodely to rehete me. 

Grete synne hath that lyst dysplvse 

A lady for love lyeth in desese.”— 
“That yssoth,"sayd good Vrak. 8157 
“Hytys grete almes, Idarevndyr-take, 


Hard. MS. 

“ Wrake, good syster, I crye you mercy, 

I For Godaes loue, nowe counsett me 
My loue to haue I myght beste be 8140 
Gou«r[ne]de; for fully to you I trustc, 
And ye con counseti me pe beste. ” 

U “ Syster, "seyde Wrake, “ as thynketh 
me , (> JeafM. back] 

Ye hane set youre-selfe in good degre, 
And as nowe moste for pe beste. 8145 
Ye may chese whom euer ye lyste. 

Of soyche complexsion ye may take 
Of browne, of bloye, ore of blake, 8148 
As is moste to youre plesaunce 
Where-for desyre ye a fayre chaunce ? ” 

II “ Good syster,” seyde pen Melyore, 
“Ye make my hert pen wonder sore 
And hardly, syster, grete syn haue ye 

Thus vngoodly to rehete me. 8154 
Grete synne he hathe pat lyste to dyss- 
plese. 

A lady lor loue lyth in dysseyse. ’’—8156 
“ That is sothe," seyde good Wrake. 

“ Hit is grete almes, I vn[der]take, 

8155. rijssplese] Pint e item* altered pom y. 
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If Urnke 
knew love, 
•he ta\ *. 
•he would 
not be to 
unkind. 


Urmke 
replies Umt 
•lie will not, 
st any rate, 
hate the 
man she 
loves. 


" Love and 
hate depend 
on the God 
of li»VS. M 


A lady to ale a gentiti knygbt 
That loveth hir truly wt'tA ati his myght.” 
Then seide f e lady: u I fele wele 
In loves daunger ye are neuer a dele. 

But God may ordeyn liere-after J»at yc 
In loves daunse caught may be. 

Then all J>es Iapea wole ye leve. 

Then shuH ye fele somwhat my grave.” 
J)En seide Wrake : “ I wiH neuer more 
To you apeke, sith ]>at so sore 
My wordea to you grevauuce be 
For when God wiB, auster, mow ye 
In love here-after fuH truly, 

And )>en I hote you )>at neuer ahaH I 
Hym ^at I love for no-ping hate, 

For J>at were an vngoodly debate.” 

Then seide Melior : “ pis mjiy wele be. 
But when God of love and ye 
Haue ben to-gedre pat ye hym serve, 

And he you bynde till pat ye aterve, 

Thus fro his aervise neuer parte shaH ye. 


8160 


8164 


8168 


8172 


8176 


Univ. Coll. MS. 


Jiatcl. MS. 


A lady to ale a gentytt knyght 
That lovyth her truly wyht att hys 
myght.” 8100 

Than) sayde the lady : " I fele wele 
In lovea daungrs are ye neuer a dele. 
But God may ordayn here-aiter that ye 
In loues daunse caught may be. 8104 
Than) alle these Iapes wole ye leve, 
Than) shaft ye feele somewaht my 
greffe.” 

T Han) sayd Vrak : " I wott neuer more 
To yow speke, syth that sore 8168 
My wordys to yow grevaunce be. 

For whan) God wytt, Suster, to yow ye 
In love here after futt treuly, 8171 
And than) I hote yow, neuer shatt I 
Hym) that I love for no-thing hate, 

For that were an vngodely debate.” 
Than) sayd Melioure : “ Tiiys may wele 
be. 

But whan) God of love and ye 8176 
Haue bene to-gedvr,that ve hym) serve, 
And he yow bynde tytt that ye sterve, 
Thus fro hys seruyee neuer part shutt 
yee, 


A lady to ale a Ientitt knyght 
That louyth here wttA att his myght." 

Then) seyde she : “ I fele wett 8161 
In louys damage are ye neuer a dellc. 
But God may ordeyne here-after hat ye 
In louys daunce caught may be. 8104 
Then) att bis lapis wift ye leue, 

Then) shiild ye lele somwhat my greue. ” 

Then seyde Wrake : “ I wift neuer more 
To you speke, sethe )xxt so sore 8108 
My wordes to voure greuaunce be. 

For when) God witt, syster, may ye 
In loue haste futt truly. 

Then) I hote you, neuer shaft I 8172 
Hym) )>at 1 loue for nothynge hate, 

For h®t were an vngodly debate.” 
Then) seyde Melyore: “ pis may weft 
be. 

But when God of loue and ye 8176 
Haue ben to-geder Jwt ye hym serue, 

A nd he you bynde )wt ye stmie, 

Thus fro his seruyse neuer part shaft 

ve, 
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Then shuH ye wele teH me 8180 

To love ne to hate shuH ye haue no power, 

But as ye may be to hym moste pleasire.” 

Then seide Wrake: “ If love me bynde [leaf ios, back 
Hym to serve in such a kynde, 81S4 

What J>ing shaH make me my love to hate 1 
Bc-twene vs rise shaH neuer debate. 

Truly, suster, I sey for me 

Of his servise haue I no deynte.”— 8188 

“ Be fe feith, suste/-, fat I hym owe,” 

Seid Melior, “ ye shuB wele knowe 

Bofe fat and moche ofer fing more 

Ye felte [neuer] sitli tyme* ye were bore.” 8192 

Then seide Wrake : “ Love ye on faste ! 

Hym to serve haue I no haste : 

For suster ye can neuer teH me 

Where I love paramours in any degre.”— 8196 

“ Ye, suster,” )>en seide Meliore, 

“Ye know fat is a-go fuH yore. 

Where my herte was sette to love, 

There it is aH-wey, be God a-bove. 8200 

8192. sitli tyme] .1/.?. tyme sitli. 


If that is no 
Ur&ke doe* 
not care 
fur love. 


Melior'* 
l.eert he* 
not changed, 


Unit. Coll. MS. 

Than) salt ye wele telle me [leafM] 

To loue ne to hate shatt ye haue no 
powere, 8181 

But as ye may be to hym) most plesure. ” 
Than) sayd Vrak : “ Yf love me bynde 

Hym) to seruy in such a kynde, 8184 
V* hat thyng shaft make me / my love 
to hate ? 

Be-twen) vs ryse shaft neuer debate. 
Truly, suster, I sey now for me 
Of hy9 seruyee haue I no deynte.” 8188 
Bethefayth, suster, that I hym)ow," 
Seyd Melior, “ ye shaft weft know 
Both that and moche other thyng more 
Ye felt neuer syth tyme ye were bore.” 
Than) sayd Vrak : “ Love ye on) fast! 
Hym) to serue haue I no hast. 

For, suatefr], ye canne neuer teft me 
Where I love paramou[r]s in any 
degree.” 8190 

“ Ya, su9ter,” than) sayd Melior, 

"Ye know that ys go lutt yore. 

Where my hert was sett to love, 

There yt ys alwey, be God above. 8200 


Katol. MS. 

1 Then) shaft ye weft tett me 81 >0 
To lone ne to hate shatt ye haue no 
poure, l 1 # 5 1 

Bui as ye may be to hym moste plesure. ” 
Then) scyde Wrake: "Yef loue me 
bynde 

Hym to serue in soyche a kynde, 8184 
What thynge shaft make me my loue 
to hate t 

Be-twene vs ryse shaft neuer debate. 
Truly, syster, I sey nowe for me 
Of his seruyse haue I no deynte.”— 
“Be the feyth, syster. fat 1 owe,” 8189 
Sey.le Melyore, “ye shaft weft knowe 
Bothe fat and moche o per more 
Ye felt neuer sethe ye were bore.”8192 
Then) seyde Wrake : “ Loue ye on faste ! 
Hym) to serue haue I no haste. 

For, syster, ye con neuer teft me 
Where I loue paramour in ony degre.”— 

“ Ye, syster," fen) seyde Melyore,8197 
“Ye knowe fat is a-goo futt yore. 
Where myne hert was set to loue, 
There it is att-wey, be God aboue. 8200 
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and ahe'will 
do aa aha 
likea. 


•• No, aha fa 
obliged to 
accept the 
▼ictor of lha 
tourna¬ 
ment." 


Malior will 
chooaa no 
othrr than 
tie man 
aha loraa. 


8ha lovaa 
Partonopa, 


And, suster, ye speke euer of oo J>inge, 

Yo can neuer make perof Endyng. 

And as touchyng pis parlement. 

What my lordes perin haue ment, 

And what euer they meaue, so mote I go, 
As me list beste so wiH I do.” 

Then seide hir suster Wrake: 

*‘J>ough ye litiH heede here-of take 
In suclie place ye be now brought, 
lie ought or be it nought: 

He pat wynneth pe tumament, 

Ye moste haue hym by Iugement.”— 

“ Suster,” she seide, “ I shaH neuer take 

For hem aH none op ir make 

But such as hathe aH hole my herte, 

How sore perof pat euer I smerte.”— 

“I wote neuer whome ye love beste, 

But wele I wote ye haue skiH moste 
To Partonope, whome [-euer] ye chese, 
Who euer yow he shaH lese." 

Then seide Melior : “ It is not so. 

I love hym truly and no mo. 


8204 


8208 


8212 


8216 


8220 


(leaf 104) 
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And, suster, ye spek euer of on) thyng, 
Ye c*n) neuer make therof endyng. 
And as touching thys parlament, 

What my lordes there-In haue ment. 
And what euer they mene, So motte I 
go, [1 leaf 68, back) 8205 

As me lust best So wele I do.” 

Than) sayd her suster V rak : 

“ Thow ye lytett heede here-of take, 

In such plyteye be now brought, 

B[e] ought or be hyt naught: 8210 

He that wynneth the turnement, 

Ye must haue hym) Indegent.” 

“ Suster, ” She sayd, “ I shatt neuer take 

For hem) att none other make 8214 
But such that hath att hole ray hert, 
How sore therfor that euer I sraert, ”— 
“ I wote neuer whom) ye love best, 8217 
Bat wele I wote ye haue sylk meat 
1 To Partanope, whom) euer ye cheao, 
Who euer yow/he shatt yow lese." 8220 
Than) aayde Melior: “ Hyt [is] not so, 
I loue hym) truly and no moo. 


Digitized by Google 


Rawl. MS. 

And, syster, ye speke euer of thynge, 
Ye con neuer make >er-of endynge. 

And as toychynge Jos parlement*, 
What my lordee J*r-in naue raente,8204 
And what euer j>ey mene mot I goo, 

As me lyste beste so witt I do ” 

Then) seyde hir syater Wrake : 

“ Though ye lytitt hede here-of take. 
In soyche plyte ye be brought, 8209 
Be it ought ore be it nought: 

He )>at wynnvth ]>e turmente, 

Ye moste haue hym by Iuggement*."— 
“Syster,” she seyde, “Ishatt neuer 
take fl l*.f 65, hs.-k) 

For hem att none o^er make 8214 
But soyche as hath houly my herte, 
Howe sore )>er-fore p»t euer I smerte.”— 
“ I wot neuer whom ye loue beste. 

But wett I wot ye haue skitt meste 
To Partonope, whom euer ye chose, 

1 Who euer naue you, he shall you lese. ” 
Then) seyde Melyore : “ It is not ao. 

I loue hym truly and no mo. 8222 
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What euer J>e luges deme a-bove, 

I yeve hym fully aH my love.”— 

“ To late pea wordes ye haue seide. 

Ye moste uedes holde you paide 

8224 


To haue hym your lorde J»at be Iugement 

Hath borne hym beste in pe turnament 

Then seide Melior: “ Ye sey now* so)e. 

8228 

and will 
counter¬ 

But si)>e to me £is i9 so lojie, 

I shaH make hem leve her entent 


mand the 
tournament. 

And anulle aH pis turnement.” 

Then seide Wrake : “ pis may not be. 

8232 

‘•That is 
now too 

It is proclamed in many a con tree 


late." 

That agreed ye be fully Jierto; 

What euer ye sey it moste be do.” 

AH wepyng answerd Meliore : 

“ It hath be spoke so ferre afore 

8236 

Melior'* 
repentance 
la of no 

To aH J>e worlde is now bidder comyng. 


avail. 

Of nought it serveth aH my repentyng ! ” 

Then seide Wrake: “ It wole not be. 

8240 


AH pis wepyng for Partonope, 

Lett© pis go for euer witA*outen fayle, 

Thus is, suster, my fuH connseylle.” 

6244 


8229. now] MS. not. 
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What eu«r [the] luges deme a-bove, 

I veve hym) fully att my love.”— 8224 
“To lete thys wordesye haue sayde. 

Ye must neaes hold yow payde 
To haue hym) your lord J»t be Iugcmeut 
Hath born) hym) beat in the tume- 
ment." 8228 

Than) sayd Melior : “Ye say now soth, 
But syth to me thys ys so both, 

I shaft make hem) leve her entent 
And anulle att this In-tumement.” 
Than) sayd Vrak : “Thys may not be. 
Hyt ys proclaymed in many a contre 
That a greed fully ye be ther-to ; 

What euer ye say hit must be do. ” 

AH wepyng answered Melior : 8237 

“Hit hath be spokeyn) so ferre and nere 
To aH the world ys now hedyr comyng. 
Of nought hit serveth aH myn) repent- 
yng ! ” 8240 

Than sayd Vrak : " Late now be 
AH this wepyng for Partanope. 

Late this goo foreuer wyth-outen) fayle. 
This ys, sustcr, my fuit counsayH.” 


Jlmol. MS. 

What euer the Iugges deme aboue, 

I yeuc hym fully an my loue.”— 8224 
“ To late pis wordca ye haue sevde. 

Ye moste ned« holde you payde 
To haue hym ]wt be Iugment 
Hathe borne hym beste in turmeute.” 

Tlien) seyde Melyor : “ Ye sey sothe. 
But sethe to me pis is so lothe 8230 
I shaH make hem leue here entente 
And anuH aH pis turment." 8232 
Then) seyde Wrake : “ It may not be. 
Hit is proclamyde in many a contre 
That agrede fully ye be Jxrr-to. 

What euer ye sey it moste be do.” 8236 
AH wepynge answerde Melyore : 

“ Hit hathe be spoke so ferre afore, 

AH >e worlde is heper comy(n]ge. 

Of nought seruyth my repentynge ! ” 

Then) seyde Wrake : “Let nowe be 
AH pis wepynge for Partonope. 

Let ]>is goo for euer w*tA-ont faiH, 

This is, syster, my fuH counseH.” 8244 
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She has lott 
Pai tonope 
tlirough her 
own folly. 


i# You will 
not m 
Partonope 
at the tonr- 
inment,” 
aaya Uiake. 


The choice 
lies in the 
hands of the 
judges. 


Ayein answerde faire Meliore : 

“ Nedes moste my herte be sore, 

Sith J>row niyn owne foly 

Myn hertes Ioy pus loste haue I.” 8248 

“ Suster," seide Wrake, pis faire mayde, 

“ Thes wordes be now to late seide. 

For no doute pis ye shuH not se 

At J»is turnament Partonope. 8252 

And pis is pe moste wo of aH: 

In your power it may not faH 
To chese your love pere as ye luste, 

But where yowr luges likep beste. 8256 

To hym ye moste yeue aH yo«r herte, 

Though it do so youre herte smerte. 

They shuH chese, but ye moste love. 

pis mariage, me pinketh, may not prove. 8260 

For who pat sliaH love, as pinketh me, 

The choyse aH in hym moste be. 

Of pis it nedetli not to speke more. (leafiM, Uckj 

But when I kneled and wept fuH sore, 8264 


Unix. Coll. MS. 

A-yene anawerd fayre Melior : 

“ Nedys must my hert be sore 
Syth throw myn) own) foly 
Myn) hertea Ioy thus lost haue I.” 8248 
“ OVster,” sayd Vrak, this fayre 
^ mayde, 

*' This wordea be now to late sayd. 

For no dowte this ye not shaft see 
At this turnement Partanope. 8252 
And this ys the most wo of att: 

In your power hit may not fatt 
To chese youre love there as ye lust, 
But where youre luges lyketh best. 8256 
To hym) ye must yeve att youre hert, 
Thoght yt do yow sore smert. I |e * f 
They sliutt chese, but ye must love. 
This Maryage mo thenketh may not 
prove. 8260 

For who that shuld love, as thenketh 
me, 

The choyse algate in hym) must be. 

Of this nedyth not to speke no more. 
But whanne I kneled and wept futt 
sore, 8264 

After 8257 catchword: Thogh hit do yow 
sore. 


Rcncl. MS. 

Ayen answerde fayre Mclyore : 

“ Nedea moste myne hert be sore, 
Sethe porwe myne owne folye 
My hertea Ioye pus loste haue I.”— 8248 
“oyster,” seyde Wrake, pis fayre 
mayde, 

“ This wordea ben) to late seyde. 

For no doute pis ye shaft not se 
At bis turment Partonope. 8252 

Ana pis is pe moste wo of att: 

In youre poure it may not fatt 
To chese youre loue per ye lyste, 

But where youre Iuggea leketh beste. 
To hym ye moste yeue youre herte, 8257 
Though it do you sore smerte. 

They shaft chese, but ye moste loue. 
This me thynke may not proue. 8260 

For who shaft loue, as thynketh me, 
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Praying you to for-gyve Purtonope, 

Then herde in no wise myght I be. 

But Jiis is a futt olde sawe : 

Nede bathe no maner of lawe. 

Therfore my counseylle is atte leste : 
Taketh hyni to your love J»at turnej) leste.” 
Now with pes wordes |>e8 susters two 
Ben risen, and into a chambre go. 

And in shorte tyme J>is fay re Wrake 
Of hir suster hir leve [hath] take. 

She Jnnketh fuH longe, while she is perc, 
She wolde futt fayne be Elles-where. 

Now shortely to speke, pis good Wrake 
Of Melior hir suster leve haj>e take. 

And Melior prayeth fayre pat she 
With hir atte turnement wil be, 

And she hir graunted wt'tA good chere, 
Saying: Suster, I wole be J>erc.” 

Of hir leve takyng no more I make. 

But streight to shipp go)>e Wrake. 
Wynde and weder ha)>e she at witt. 

To Salence she comep futi softo and stiH, 
Fro shippe to casteH streight goJ>e she. 
When ware of hir was Partonope,* 

Atte chambre dorc sone he hir mette, 

And full gladly eiche ofier grette. 

Of hir comyng fuH glad was he, 

8288. A/S. patronope. 


8268 

•• I advUa 
you to marry 
the man 
who tight* 

b 

8272 

Urake now 
takes her 
departure, 


8276 


S280 

but promisee 
her sister to 
tx present 
at the 

tournament. 
8234 Urake sails 

luck to 
8-tlence, 


8288 * nd par - 

tonope i* 

happytJ 

see her 

again. 
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Prayng yow to for-gyf Partanope, 

Than) herd / in no wvse myght I be. 
But this ys a futt olae sawe : 

Nede haa no maner of lawe. 8268 
There-fore my counsaytt ys at leste : 
Taketh hym) to your love that turneth 
best." 

Now wyth thise wordes these sustres 
two 

Bene rysen), and in-to Chamber goo. 
And in Shorte tyme this fayre Vrak 
Of her suster leve taketh, 8274 

She thenketh futi longe, while She ys 
there, 

She wold futt fayne be ellee where, 8276 
Now Shortely to speke, this goode Vrak 


Of Melyor, her Suster, leve hath take. 
And Melior prayeth fayre that She 
Wyth her atte turnement wold be,8280 
And She her graunted wyth good chere, 
Sayng : “ Suster, I wytt be there.” 
tf her leve takyng no more 1 make. 
But streyght to Ship gooth Vrak. 
Wynd and weayr hath She at wylle. 
To Salens She cometh futt softe and 
stylle, 8288 

Fro Shyp to caatelt streyght gothe She. 
Whan) ware of her was rartanope, 8288 
Atte Chambry dore sone he her mett, 
And futt goodely ech other grett. 

Of her home comyng futt glad was 
he, 
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Urake 
tells him 
about the 
tournament, 
adding that 
Melior send* 
him wind 
that she 
mill never 
be his wife 
if he does 
not come 
there. 


Urake will 
procure him 
splendid 
armour, 


and a Mack 
steed. 


And of his helfche moche Ioy made she. 8292 

And with hym come faire Perse wise 
To welcome hir lady be good avise. 

And of )>e tumement Wrake hym tolde. 

Anti what pe cause is why it shuld be holde ; 8296 

And seide his love hym worde sente 
If he come not to pe tumement, 

Melior his wife neue? - shuld be. 

Then to Wrake seide* Partonope : 8300- 

u And Godd gif me life, wttA-oute doute, 

I shaB go forpe amonge )>e Route. [leafios] 

But what shaB I do 1 I haue none armowre.”— 

“ Care ye nought, for I you ensure 8304 

Ye shaB none lake,” seide good Wrake. 

“ For fayrere ne better, I dare vndertake, 

Beth not to selle pis day in Parise, 

Of stronger assayes ne better aviso, 8308 

Stronge sheldes, fayre sadels witA cropers, 

Light and faire shapen, and royghty colors, 

Hauberk, liosen of mayle fuB bright, 

And helme of fyne stele pat hath good sight. 8312 

A stede I shaB gyve you which is cole blak ; 

In hym I trowe ye shafi fynde no lak, 

Wele rennyng and redy atte hondo, 

8300. MS. adds to after stride. 
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And of helth moch Ioy made She. 8292 
And wyth come fayre Persewyae 
To welcome her lady be goode a-vyse. 
And of the tumement Vrake hym) 
told. 

And whatt the cause was hit shuld be 
hold; 8296 

1 And sayd his love hym) word sent 
Yf he come not to thurnement, 

Melior his wyfe shuld neuer be. 

Than) to Vrak sayd Partanope : 8300 

“And God gyfe me grace and lyfe, 
wyth-outen5 doute, l 1 1“* *» ck ) 

I shaft go forth wyth aft the route. 

But what shaft I do! I haue noarmure.” 
“Care yow noght, ffor I yow en¬ 
sure 8304 


Ye shaft none lak,” sayd fayre Vrak, 

* * For fayrefr] ne better I dare vndyr- 
take, 

Beth not to selle this day in Paryse, 

Of stranger assayes ne better devyse, 
Strong Sheldei, fayre Sadyllee wyth 
cropers, 8309 

Lyght and fayre Shapen), and myghti 
colers, 

Haubrek, hosyn) of mayle ffull bryght, 
And helme of fyne stele J»t hath good 
syght. 8312 

A steede I shaft gyf yow which ys oole 
blak ; 

In hym) I trow ye shaft fynde no 
lakk, 

Wele rennyng and redy atte hand, 
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A better shaH be founde in no londe. 
Therfore sett fully your entent 
To be at fat grete turn ament ; 

For amonge thousandes of armed men 
A ffressher ne a better armed shaft ben 
Man in pe felde fat ilke day 
Then ye abuH be; and ferfore assay 
Of fe tumement to haue fe degre, 

For aB your armyng I take vpon me. 

For and ye liste liem to se nowe, 

They shuB be brought afore you; 

shaB hem assay. 

And what is not good to your jpy, 

It shaB be amended at good eace.” 

And ferwtt/i anoone wttA-oute lese 
Fresshe harneys afore hym was brought. 
What hym lust haue fere lakked nought. 
This hareneis he liked wonder wele; 

He se neuer fayrere of Iren and stele. 

The hosen of stele he did assay 
If they were shape wele to his pay. 

And Persewise with hir fresshe face 
A-boute his legges gan hem lace. 

Thes hosen of stele fat were so bright, 
Were wele shapeu vnto his sight. 

In hem defaute coupe he none fynde, 

And Persewise pat was so kynde, 
Brought him an hauberk fresshe and gay, 
If it were mete to assay. 


And at leyser ye 


8316 


8320 


8324 


8328 


If he wishes 
to try the 
armour, she 
will Wring it 
to him at 
once. 


8332 


8336 

Persevis 
aids him 
in arming. 

S340 

[leaf 105, back] 


8344 
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A better shaft be found in no land. 8316 
There-ffore sett fully your entent 
To be att that grete tumement; 

For a-monge thousandes of armed men) 
A freasher ne a better armed shaft 
bene 

Man) / in the feld that ylk day 8321 
Than) ye shuft be, and there-for assay 
Of the tumement to haue de-gree, 

For att your armyng I take vpon) 
me. 

For and ye lyst hem) to se now, 8325 
PARTONOPK. 


They shntt be brought a fore yow ; 

And at leyser ye shaft hem) assay. 

And what ys not good ffor your pay,8328 
Hyt shaft be ainendyd at good ease.” 
And ther-wyth a-none* witA-outen lees 
Fressh harneys a-for hym) was broght. 
What hym) lust haue lakked noght,8S32 
Thys harneys he lvked wondyr wele ; 
He 8ygh neuer fayrefr] of Iren) and 
steelle. 

The hosyn) of steele he dyd as«ay 


z 


8S30. MS. wytti a-none twice. 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 


338 


British Museum MS. 


Slit Ud 
quite flrilen 
in love with 
Partonope 


Ur*ke • 
fastens the 
helmet on 
iiis head, 


and gives 
him a keen 
sword. 


But as she 
is going to 
gird him 
with it. 


This hawberk vpon him he did caste : 

Of beaute hym pought pat paste 
AH )>o pat eutfr he had sene be-fore. 

This faire Persewise wttA-oute more 
With a girdiB of golde hym girde a-bove, 
Wele sette with perle; for somewhat love 
This fayre mayde hath brought in suche plite, 
Partonope to pleace was att hir delite. 

And forpe anone with-outen faile 

A-boute his neke a faire ventaile 

•• ’ 

She did lace, with-oute opes moo. 

And faire Wrake hym brought po 
A bright helme bourened fyne of stele, 

With golde and perle sette fuB wele. 

And right a noon e with-oute lette 
Vpon his liede Wrak it sette, 

And knytle pe gower a-boute his waste, ’ 
And to liis sbuldera made it fastc. 

Wrak brought hyin a swerde anoone. 

Though prow pe worlde a man shuld gone 
A passyng goo<l swerde to fynde, 

He wolde not liaue lefte pat be-hynde; 

And perto it was so bright and kern-, 

When he had it naked sene. 

He 8eide he se neuer such anoper ; 

Of golde pat was worp wele a fopere. 

Wrake with pis swerde so bright 
A-bove his hareneis anoone right 


8348 


8352 


8356 


8360 


8364 


8368 




ltawl. 

1 This haubreke vpon) liyra) he caste : 

Of beute hym pought pat paste [i leafM] 
Att pat euer he hade sen be-fore. 8347 
This Persewyse so fcyre wit/i-out more 
WitA a gyrditt of golde hym gyrde 
aboue, 8349 

Wett set witA perle ; for somwhat loue 
This feyre mayde hathe brought in 
soyche plight, 

Partonope to plese was hir delate. 8352 
And furthe anone witA-out faitt 
A-boute his nyke a feyre ventaitt 
She dyde lace, witA-out opis mo. 

And layre Wrake hym brought po 8356 
A bright helme bumyshede of stett, 


MS. 

W itA golde and perle set futt wett. 

And right anone witA-out let 
Vppon his liede Wrake it set, 8360 
Ana knyte pe gowre aboute his waste, 
And to his shoulder made it faste. 
Wrake brought hym a swerde anone. 
Thorwe pe worlde a man) shulde gon) 

A passynge good swerde to fynde, 8365 
He wolde not a lefte it be-hynde ; 
Therto it was so bright and kene, 
Whan he it nakede sene, 8368 

He seyde he sighe neuer soche anoper; 
Of golde it was worthe a foprr. 

Wrake witA pis swerde so bright 
A-boue his harnes anone right 8372 
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She wolde haue gyrde, but he seide nay. 

44 Why t ” seide Wrake, “ I you pray. 

What is your cause, for God ott-myght t ” 

Then seide Partonope anoone right: 8376 

44 1 wole you teH why I it do. 

For on a tyme it stode so 
I stode wele in my ladies grace, 

And were to-gedre iu a place (leafiosi 8380 

Where I toke leve fro hir to go, 

This was pe charge she gave me po, 

That neuer woman shulde girde me 

With my swerde; for truly she 8384 

Seide she sbuld a-boute me pat swenle do. 

And I prayde hir hertly it might be so. 

I haue you tolde now pe cause why 
Ye may not girde me truly.” 8388 

Wrake pat was bope curteise and hende, 

To hym answerd and seide : 44 My frende, 

If it happe you, Partonope, 

In bataylle pat in grete prese ye be, 8392 

And your swerde be any ping to long**. 

Girde you with pe shorter thonge. 

And I coupe yite ordeyne pat ye 

Of hir with swerde to girde be, 8396 

And she of you shuld have no knowyng. 

For I darre vndirtake you to bryng 


Fmrtonopo 
declares 
that only 
his Lady 
< an do that 


Umks 
thinks she 
can bring 
that about, 


Rav>L MS. 


She wolde haue gyrde, but he snyde 

- i " sayde Wrake, “ I you praye. 
What is youre cause, for God al- 
myght t" 

Then seyde Partonope an one right: 

“ I witt you tett why I it do, 8377 
For on a tyme it stode so 
I stode weft in my lad yea grace, 

And were to-geder in a place 8380 
Where I toke lene fro lur to goo, 

This was J>e charge she yaf me J>o: 

That neuer woman) shulde gyrde 
me [leaf M, heck] 

WitA my swerde, for truly she 8384 
Seyde she wolde a-boute nie J>at swerde 
do, 


And 1 prayede hir hertly it myght be 
so. 


I haue you tolde J* cause why 
Ye may not gyrde me truly. 8388 
IT Wrake, Jwt was courts* and hende, 
To hym) answerde and seyde : "Frende, 
Yef it hap you, Partonope, 

In bataitt jwt in vrete prese ye be, 8392 
And youre swerae be ony thynge to 
longe, 

Gyrde you witA J>e hynde thonge. 

A nd I couthe yet ordeyne )»t ye 
Of hir witA swerde gyrde to be, 8396 
And she of you shatt haue no know* 

For Tdare vndertake you to brynge 
8394. MS. hynd/ or hyndrr 
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and Parto- 
nopa thanks 
her with all 
his heart. 


She next 
brings him a 
fair shield 


Into a place where pat ye 
At right good leysere hir shnld se.” 

“ Faire lady,” seide Partonope, 

“ There is no man on ly ve pat may be 
More be-holde to any creature 
Then I am to you ; perfore what I endure 
On life, your man I moete nedes be. 

And if pis beheste ye haue made me, 

Ye wolde parfourme as ye may say, 

Of att myn heale ye be re pe keye, 

To bryng me in place pere I royght l>e 
Myn hertly Ioy pus forto se. 

And I vnknowen of any wight, 

This were to me a blessed sight.” 

Then seide Wrake : “Sitli my be-heste 

To you may be so grete a feste, 

I wiH do aH my fuH power 
To brynge you to haue pis leyser.” 
Therwith she brought hym a fayre shelde 
So ffresshe ypaynted pat a felde 
Of pe beaute myght enlumened be. 


8400 


8404 


8408 


8412 


8410 


Univ. Coll. MS. Jtaiol. MS. 

In-to a place where pat ye 

At right good leyser hir shaft se."— 

" Fayre lady,” sayde Partonope. 8401 
“ Ther is no man) on lyve pat euer may 
be 

More be-holde to ony creture 
Then I am) to you ; per-fore while I 
endure 

On) lyue, youre man) moete I nedrj be. 
And of bis be-heste ye haue made me, 
Ye wolae parforme as ye may say, 

Of aft my nele ye bere pe key, 8408 
To brynge me in place per I myght be 
Myn nertly Ioye pus for to see, 

And I vnknowe on ony wight, 

This were to me a blyssede sight.” 8412 
IT Then) seyde Wrake : “Seth my be- 
heste 

1 To yow may be so grete a fest 8414 To you may be so grete an ffeste, 

I wytf do aif my fuff power l 1 le * r "01 I witt do aft my fuff poure 

To bryng yow to haue this leyser. 8416 To brynge you to haue pia leyser. ” 8416 

There-wyth She brought hym) a fayre Ther-witA she brought hym a feyre 

Sheeld, shelde 

So fresch I-peynted that a feld So freshe I-pentyde pat a felde 

Of tho beaute myght enleymed haue Of pe beme myght enlemyde be. 
be. 
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Grete [wonder] )w-of had Partonope. [leafioe, back] 8420 
Large, stronge ifc was, deffenaable in fight * 

And perto it was passyng light 

And sith she made to hym brynge 

A gitone of golde beten, att glitteryng,* 8424 

And nayles of golde it forto takke 

Vpon a grete spere peynted blak. 

This spere I speke of, was not longe; 

But when pis getone per-on did honge 8428 

A ffresher devise couJ»e no man se. 

The shelde auoone Partonope 
So gay a-boute his neke did henge. 

Vpon his stede )»o gan he sprynge, 8432 

With-oute Stirope fuH fresshly. 

His spere in his hande he toke lustely. 

Out of J>e casteH po did he ride, 

Into a medowe pat was longe and wyde, 8436 

His hors, his hareneia )>er to assay, 

If it were easy, acordyng to his pay. 

Stronge, swifte, wele bridled pe stede fuunde lie. 

Grete Ioy hadde )>es maydens to se 8440 


and a spear 
with a 
RlittariDR 


Partonope 
leap* on 
tha cteed. 


The ladies 
admire him. 


8421. MS. sight 8424. MS. glideryng. 
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Grete there-of had Partanope. 8420 
Large, strong hyt was, defensable in 

An -to hyt was passyng lyght 

And sygft she made to hym) oryng 
A geten) gold beten), att gloteryng, 8424 


And nayles of gold hit for to takk 
Vpon) a grete spere peynted blak. 

Tnia spere I spek of, was not long. 

But whan) this geton) there-on) dyd 
honge, 8428 

A fressher devyse coude no man) see. 
The 8held a-non) Partanope 
So gay a-boute hys nckk he hynge. 
Vpon) his steed tho gan) he spryng,8482 
Wyth-oute styrop futt fresshly. 

His spere in his hond he toke sustely. 
Oute of the castett tho dyd he ryde 
In to a medew that was farg and wyde. 
His hors, his harneys ther to assay,8437 
Y f hit were esy, a-cordyng to hys pay. 
8trong, sweft, wett brydelyd the steed 
fond he. 

Grete Ioy had theae mayndenes to se 


Rawl. MS. 

1 Grete wonder per -of hade Partonope. 
Large, stronge it was, deffensabitt in 
fight, p leaf 671 8421 

Ther-to hit was passynge light. 

And sethe she made to nym brynge 
A geton wttA golde betyn, att glot- 
trynge, 8424 

And nay led of golde it for to takke 
Vnpon) a grete spere peyntyde blake, 
This spere I speke of, was not longe. 
When) pis gytton peron dyde honge, 


A freshere devyse couthe man) see. 8429 
The shilde a-none Partonope 
So gay aboute his nyke dyde hange. 
Vppon) his stede >o gan) he sprynge 
WitA-oute sterope futt freshly. 

His spei-e in his nonde he helae lustely. 
Oute of pe castett bo dyde he ryde 
In-to a meadows, large and wyde, 8436 
His hors, his harries per to assay, 

Yef it were eyse acordynge to his pay. 
Stronge, awyfte, wett Drydettede b* 
stede fonde he. 

Grete Ioye hade bis maydens to se 8440 
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Urmke go** 
On iKMkTtl 
b*r ahip, 


Accom¬ 


panied by 
Pertevis. 


With hym-self how feire he fenle. 

A-forne hadde they neuer sene ne henle 
Of man yarned so moche beaute sey, 

Hym to Be grete Ioy hadde they. 8444- 

Armed he was passyng semely. 

Downe of his stede he lepe lustely, 

When ail his ossaies he hadde do. 

Into a chambre straight did he go 8448 

Hym to vn-arme, witA-outen more. 

Wrak be-thought hir how Melior 
With swerde raoste girde Partonope. 

In all pe haste to shippe gothe [s]he, 8452 

Toke of hym leve and pat fuH goodly, 

Chargeyng his wardeyns tendirly 

They shuld hem kepe; and what hym lyste 

He shald not faile to haue of pe beste. 8456 

Now good Wrake and faire Perse wise 

Rene vnder SAyle, and at poynte devise 

They have the wynde and weder at will. [icarion 

Hir be-heste she pinketh to fuH-fiH. 8460 

Forfre sayleth her shippe in goo<l array, 

That within a nyght and half a day 
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Wyth hym)-self how fay re he fertL8441 
A-fora) had they neu^r seen) ne herd 
Of man) I-armed so moche beaute sey. 
Hym) to se had they grete Ioy. 8444 
Armed he was passyng semely. 

Doune of hys stede he leepe luatyly, 
Whan) his assays he had ao. 

In-to a chambers streght he dyd go 8448 
Him) to vn-harme, wyth-outen) more. 
Vrak be-thought her how Melior 
Wyth swerd must gyrde Partanope. 

In att the hast to Ship goth She, 8452 
‘Toke of hym) leve and that futt goodely, 
Chargyng his wardeyns tendyrly 8454 
The shuld hym) kepe ; and what hym) 
lyst p leaf 70, back) 

He shuld not fayle to haue of the best. 
Now good Vrak and fayre Peraewyse 
Bene vndyr aayle, and at poynt-devyse 
They haue the wynd and wedyr at wytt. 
Hir be-hest She thenketh to futt-fytt. 
Forth sayleth her Shyp in good a-ray, 
That wyth-in a nyght and naif a day 


WttA hym-selfe so feyre he ferde. 

Afore hade pey neuer sen ne herde 
Of man) I-armede so meche beute se. 
Hym to se grete loye hade fcey. 8444 
Armede he was passynge svmly. 

Downe of his stede he lepte lustely, 
When) att his assayes he hade I-do. 
In-to a chambir straight dyde he goo 
Hvm) to vnarme, wttA-out more. 844& 
Wrake be- 


{Kjught hir howe Melyore 



452 


Chargynge his wardens tenderly 
They shulde hym kepe; and what hym 
lyste [leaf 67. back) 

He shulde not faitt to haue the beste. 
Nowe good Wrake and feyre Percewyse 
Bethe vnder saitt; at poynt-devyse 8458 
They haue wynde and wejxr at witt, 
Here be-heste Jiey J>ynke to futt-fitt. 
Furthe she saylyth in good array, 8461 
That witA-in a nyght and a day 
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Ynder Chief de Oire is she come. 


She arrives 
at Chef 

The londe futt prively hape she nome, 

That of hir comyng is no man wise, 

Save she allone and Persewise. 

The privey posterns, I vndertake. 

8464 

d'OSte, 

Of pe paleys wele knoweth Wrake. 

8468 

and pro¬ 
ceeds 

And prowe a gardeyn, pat was futt privey, 


directly to 
the lal.irtv 

Cometh Wmke and faire Perse wy 

Straight vnto pe chambre-dore, 

• 

Where as the maydens of Melior 

Were a-slepe faste ; and vp she nome 

The lache of pe dore, and in she come. 

M A-wake, a-wake! ” she bade hem faste. 

8472 


Oute of theire slepe they breyde in haste. 

8476 

8he startles 
Melior's 

They were a-wake so sodenly 


Is lies out of 
their sleep, 

That they wist neuer redely 

In what place po that they were, 


And in pis stakeryng they gonne fere.* 

Of pis affray had Wrake game, 

And than eich woman by hir name 

She called and seide : “ Be not a-gaste. 

8480 


I am come hidder in grete haste 

8480. fore] MS. rather fece. 

8484 
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Vndyr Chyef de Oyre yB She come. 8463 
The lond futt prevyly hath 8he Dome, 
That of her comyng ya no man) wyse, 
Sane She allone ana Persewyse. 

The pryvy posterns, I vndyr-take, 

Of the paleys wett knoweth Vrak, 8468 
And throw a gardyrn), that was fntt 

Cometh Vrak and fayre Persewy 
Streght vn-to the chamber-dore. 

Where as the mayndens of Melior 8472 
Were a-slepe fast; and vp She nome 
The lacch of the dore, ana in she come. 
“ A-wak, a-wak,” she bad hem) fast. 
Oute of there Slepe they breyd in hast, 
They were a-wake so sodenly 8477 
That they wyst neuer redely 
In what place tho they were, 

And in this stakeryng they gonne fere. 
Of this affray had Vrak game, 8481 
And than) ech woman) be her name 
She calleth, and sayd: “ Be not a-gast. 
I am) come hedvr in grete hast 8484 


Vnder Chyfc doyre she is I-come. 

To londe fntt prevely she liathe nome, 
That of hir co-my[n]ge no man) wyste, 
Safe she allone atul Percewyse. 8466 
The prevy poeterne, I vnder-take, 

Of J>e palys wett knowrtA Wrake. 

And porwe a gardyn, )xU was prevy, 

Corny th Wrake and fevre Perce wy 
Straight in-to >e chambir-dore, 

Where as J>e maydens of Melyore 8472 
Were aslepe faste ; vp she nome 
The lacche of )» dore, and in she come. 
“A-wake, a-wake! ” she bade hem faste. 
Out of )*r slepe pey brede in haste. 8476 
They were awake so sodenly 
That J>ey wyste neuer redely 
In what place po Jwt pey were, 

And in J>is stakerynge pey gan) fere. 8480 
Of pis affray hade Wrake game, 

Ana pen) iche woman) by here name 
She callede and aeyde: “ Be not agaste. 
I am come heper in grete haste 8484 
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and is con- 
dueled by 
them t» ike 
Queen's 
chamber. 


8he has 

come to 
hear j»ar- 
ticuliirs 
about the 
toornament. 


To speke with my lady and suster dere.” 
Anoone the women made hir good chore, 
And brought hir £ere the lady lay, 

And )>en anoone, with-outen nay, 

To bedde they yede eucrichone,* 

And lete £es ladies to-gedre allone. 

Anoone as Melior wist £at Wrake 

Hir suster was come, she gon to make 
Grete Ioy, and seide: “ Welcome be ye.”— 
“ Medame,” seide Wrake, “ I come to se 
“ How it is with you, aud how ye fare.”— 
“ Allas ! ” seide Melior, “ haue I grete care ! 
For in my wittes I can not se 
How pis turnament rayght anulled be.”— 
u Nay of £e anully ng speke ye no worde. 
That is dete?-myned by aH pe acorde 
Of your lordes and eke of you, 

Wherfore I am come hidder nowe 
To knowe and wete pe full entente 
Which shuld holde pis turnemente 

8489. MS. euierchone. 


8488 


8492 


8496 


[leaf 107, hack) 


8500 


8504 


Univ. CoU. AIS. 


ltavol. MS. 


To apek wyth my lady and anater dere. ” 
A-none the women) made her good 
chore, 8486 

And brought her there her lady lay. 
And than) a-none, wyth-outen nay, 

To bed they yede euerych-one, 8489 
And lete these ladyes to-gydyr a-lone. 
Anone as Melior wyst that Vrak 
1 Her auater was come, ahe gan) to mak 
Grete Ioy, and say : “Weti-come be 
ye.”— [Hear 7i) 

“ Madame,” aayd Vrak, “ I come to ae 
How hit y8 wyth yow, and how ye 
fare. ”— 

“Alas,” aayd Melior, “haue I grete 
care! 8496 

For in my wyttea I can) not se 
How this tumement myght anuled 
Be.” 

“ Nay of the anulling speke ye no word, 
That ys thermyned be att the a-corde 
Of youre lordea and eke of yow, 8601 
Where-for I am) come hedyr now 
To know and wyte the futt entent 
Which shuld hold this turnement 8604 


To speke witA my lady and aystir dere.” 
Anone pe wemen) hir good cliere, 

And brought here )xr here lady lay. 
Then) anone, witA-out nay, 8488 
To bede >ey yede eucrychone, 

And lefte pis ladyes to-geder allone. 

U A-none as Melyore wyate of Wrake 
Hir ayster was come, she gan to make 
Grete Ioye, and seyde: “Welcome be 
ye."— [leaf 68] 8493 

“ Madam,” she seyde, “ I come to ae 
Howe it is witA you, and howe ye 
fare! 

“Allas,” seyde Melyore, “ I haue grete 
care, 8496 

For in my wyttes I can) not ae 
Howe )>is turment myght anullede be.” 

“ Of pe nullynge speke ye no worde. 
That is determynde be att )>c acorde 
Of youre lord** and eke of you, 8501 
Where-for 1 am come h eper nowe 
To knowe and wete >e full entent, 
Whiche shaft holde pis turment 8604 
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Within, and who sh&H be witA-oute. 

This is my comyng, with-oute doute.” 

The lady perwith gan so siglie, 

And toward God in heven an highe 
Full petousely hir Eyen did caste. 

And when pat was somwhat paste, 

She aforeed hir to loke vp lightly, 

That hir suster shuld not espyc 
That in any hevynesse she were. 

Wrake in no wise myght for-bere 
Hir susters sothes algate to telle, 

She thought she wolde rynge hir belle : 
u Lorde God! suster, what do ye mene I 
Your olde man ere be turned att clene. 

I wote wele for love ye sorowe. 

Your gladde chere of feynyng ye l>orowe, 
Youre sighes ye murder* wit/tin your breste. 
Lete hem breke oute, lete hem be wiste 
Of me pat am your suster dere. 

Or telle me wheper to go or where 
I myglite your love verely se. 

8521. murder] MS. borowe. 


Mel lor sigh* 
pitifully. 

8508 


lmt then 
put* on a 
cheerful 
coante i>- 

8512 ance. 


Urake 
knows that 
lore causes 
all her 

8516 *> rrow - 


8520 


Why does 
she not tell 
her sister 
all her woe ? 

8524 
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Wyth-in, and ho shaft be wyth-oute. 
This ys my comyng, wyth-outen) 
doute. ” 

The lady ther-wyth nan) so syght, 

And toward Goa in heven) an) hyghe 
Fuff peteusly her eyn) dyd cast. 8509 
And whan) that was somwhat oast. 

She a-forsed her to loke vp lygn[t]ly, 
That her suster shuld not asspye 8512 
That in ony hevynea She were. 

Vrak in no wyse myght for-bere 
Her sustres sothes algate to telle, 

She thought She wold rynge her bett: 
“ Lord God ! suster, what ao ye mene T 
Youre old manerys be turned alle clene. 
I wote wele ffor love ye sorow. 8519 
Youre glad chere of feynyng ye borow, 
Your syghes ye mnrder wyth-in youre 
brest. 8521 

Late hym) brek oute, lete hem) be wyst 
Of me that am) youre suster dere. 

Or telle me weedyr to go or where 8524 
I myght your love veryly se. 


WitA-in, and who shaft be witA-out, 
This is my comy[n]ge, witA-out dout.” 

The lady ber-witA gan sigh. 

Towarde God on hevyn) on high 8508 
Fuff petuosly hir eyen dyde caste. 
Whan) |wt was somwhat paste, 

She enforsyde hir to loke lightlye, 
That hir syster shulde not esspye 8512 
That in heuynes she were. 

Wrake in no wyse myght for-bere 
Hir syster sothis algate to tett, 

She pought she wolae rynge here belt. 
“ Lorde God ! syster, what do ye mene 1 
Youre olde maners be turnede clene. 

I wot weft for loue ye sorwe. 

Youre glade chere of feyny[n]ge ye 
borwe, 8520 

Youre sighes ye murder in your breste. 
Let hem breke out, let hem be wyste 
Of me, pat am your syster dere. 

Ore tett me wheper to goo ore where 
I myght youre loue verely se. 8525 
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She did not 
take pity on 
his tears, 


Ye can not hide pis crafte for me.” 

“ Suster,” seide )>is lady Melyor, 

“ The cause of my sorowyng long be-fore 
Ye know welc. What nedethye 
Thfo vngoodly to rehete met 
My pride I wote wele truly 
Hathe brought me so, pat fayne wolde I 
Be dede, and oute of pis worlde be brought. 
I am so fuH of hevynesse and pouglit 

• • 

To thinke pat I did such reprefe 
To my love as he hadde be a thefe. 

And he lowly me mercy did crie. 

Yite me liste not to caste vp myn Eye 
To do hym grace, but despitousely 
Voyded hym myn house. Allas pat I 
Hadde deied in pe same place, 

Sith rayu herte couth do no grace 
To )>at gentiH, pat meke, pat hardy, 

That wept vpon me so tendirly, 

That faire, that swete above all swetnesse. 
And sawe hym for sorowe at grete distresse, 
And on hym couthe I have no pite! 


8526 

8532 

8536 

[leaf 108) 

8540 

8544 


Univ. Coll. MS. 

Ye can) not hyde this craft fro roe.” 

S Vaster,” sayd this lady Meliore, 
“The cause of ray sorowyng 
long be-fore, 8628 

Ye know wele. What nedyth ye 
Thus vngodely to rehete me! 

My Drvde I wote wele truly [leaf 71.heck) 
Hath broght me so, that fayn) wold I 
Be dede and oute of this world I-broght. 
I am) so futt [of] heuynesse and thought 
To thenk that I dyd such reprefe 
To my love / as he had be a theef, 8586 
And he lowly me mercy dyd crye 
Yet me lyst not to cast vp myn) eye 
To do hym) grace, but dyspetusly 
Voydyd hym) my house. Allas that I 
Had dyed in the same place, 8541 

Syth myn) hert cowde do no grace 
To that gentytt, that meek, that harey, 
That wept vpon) me so tendyrly, 8544 
That fayre, that swete a-boue att swet- 
ness, 

And saw hym) for sorow at grete 
dvstresse, 8546 

Ana on) hym) oowde I haue no pyte ! 


Bawl. MS. 

Ye can) not hyde pis crafte fro me." 

IT “Syster,” seyde pis lady Molyore, 
“The cause of my sorwynge longe 
a-fore 8528 

Ye knows welt. What nedythe ye 
Thus vngoodly to rehete me t 
My pryde I wot weft truly [leaf 68, baclil 
Hathe brought me so, pat fayne wolde I 
Be dede, ai\d out of pis worlde brought. 
I am so fuH of heuynes and bought 8534 
To thynke pat I ayde soycne reprefe 
To my loue as he hade ben a thyfe, 8586 
And he lowly me mercy dyde crye, 

Yet me lyste not to caste vp myn eye 
To do hym grace, but dysspyttuoeslye 
Voydyde hym) myn howse. Allas that I 
Hade dyede in pat same place. 8541 
Sethe myn hert couthe do no grace 
To pat lentitt, pat meke and hardy, 
That wepte on me so tenderly 8544 
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Grete rcasone it is pat eu er I be 
In sorowe and care with-oute delay. 

I may wele curse pat ilke day 
That I into pis worlde was brought, 

Sith I of my love so liteH rought 
That he is loste, and I lyve in sorowe, 
My care aH like bope Even and morowe. 
Therefore to dey I gretely desyre. 

I wolde give dethe right grete hyre 
To bryng me oute of care at ones ! 

Yite for me to deye but ones 
It were not rightfuH Iugement 
Sith prowe me pus is shente 
That gentiH, worthy Partonope. 

Therfor my rightfuH Iudgment shuld be 
Ofte* to dey and neuer fuH dede.” 
Therwith piteously she wagged liir hede: 
“ Allas, faire suster, good Wrake, 

Hadde I youre good counseylle take, 

I hadde not loste my Partonope ! ” 

And with pat worde in swone feH she. 

8563. Ofte] MS. Efle. 




8552 


8556 


and there¬ 
fore deserves 
to die, 


8560 


not once, 
but many 
times. 


8564 


8568 


8he falls in 
a swoon, 
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Grete reson) hyt ys that euer I be 8548 
In sorow and care with-outen) delay. 

I may wett curse that ylk day 
That I in-to this world was broght, 
8yth I of my love So lytett rought 8552 
That he ys lost, and I leve in sorow. 
My care aft lyke both even) and morow. 
There-for to dye I gretely desyre. 

I wold gyf deth ryght grete here 8556 
To bryng me oute of care at ones ! 

Yet for me to dye but ones 
Hit were not ryght-futt Iugement, 

Svth thorw me thus ys shent 8560 
That gentytt, worthe Partanope. 

There-for my ryght-futt Iugement shuld 
be 

Ofte to dye and neuer futt dede. ” 
Ther-wytn peteusly She wagged her 
hede: 8564 

“Alas, fayre suster, goode Vrak, 

Had I youre goode counsayle take, 

I had not lost my Partanope ! ” 

And wyth that word in sowun) fytt 
She. 8568 


Haul. MS. 

In sorwe and carewitA-out delay. 8549 
I may wett corse Jut ilke day 
That I in-to pis worlde was brought, 
Seth I of my loue so lytitt rought. 8552 


Allas, feyre syster Wrake, 8555 

Hade I youre councett take, 

I hade not loete my Partonope ! ” 
Wj'tA Jwt worde in swone fitt she. 8568 


Digitized by 



Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 


British Museum MS. 




but Urmke 
does not 


tormenting 

her. 


When Wrake sawe hir swone for woo, 

She was in poynte for pite po 
To give hir couiforte of Partonope. 

And she be-thought hir and lete be, 8572 

Thinkyng: “ Of all £is she shall* be hayle, 

She shah not knowe yite my counseyle, 

For I thinke, or we departe a-t\vo, 

A fytte or tweyn she shah liaue moo [Wanos, back] 8576 
Of |>is pley for Partonopes sake.” 

To pis lady pen seide Wrake. 

“ Medame,” she seide, “ how fare ye 1 

Be your diseace I can wele se 8580 

This grete sekenesse is ail for love, 

And I fele wele, be God a-bove, 

AH pis fuyne ye wolde liolde fro me, 

And ofte ye speke of Partonope 8584 

To make me weene it were for hym, 

And yite your herte is on a-uoper pyn. 

Ye haue chose some new thinge, 

And wolde put me in wenyng 8588 

That it were for good Partonope. 

8573. shift] AfS. hadde. 


Unit. Coll. MS. 

Han) Vrak saw her sowun) for wo, 
She was in poynt for pyte doo 
A gyf her comfort of Partanope. [leaf 7*] 
Ana She be-thought her ana late be, 
Thenkyng: “Of att this She shaft be 
hayle, 8573 

8he shaft not know yt ray counseytt,* 
For I thenk, or we departe a-two, 

A fytt or tweyn) She shaft haue more 
Of this pley for Partanopes sake.” 8577 
To this lady than) sayd Vrak : 

“ Madame,” She Sayd, “how fare ye T 
Be youre desese I can) weft see 8580 
This grete Sykenes ys aft for love, 

And I feele wele, be God a-bove, 

Alle this fayne ye wold hold fro me, 
And ofte ye speke of Partanope 8584 
To make me wern) yt were for hym), 
And yet youre hert ys on a nother 
pynne. 

And haue chose som) new thing 
And wold put me in wenyng 8588 
That hit were for good Partanope, 

1L 8674-75 invtrltd in MS. 


Rawl. MS. 

IT Wrake sawe hir swone for wo, 

She was in poynt for pete po 
A gyf hir comfort of Partonope, 

Ana she be->ought hire and let it be, 
Thynkynge : “ Of aft pis she shaft be 
heyatt, 8573 

She shaft not knowe yet my counseft, 
For I thynke, ore I departe atwo, 

A fytte ore two she shaft haue mo 8576 
Of pis play for Partonope sake.” 

To bis lady pen) seyde Wrake : 

“ Madam," she seyde, “ howe fare ye ? 
Be youre desseyse I can) weft see 8580 


Aft pis ye wolde holde fro me, 8583 
And ofte ye speke of Partonope 8584 
To make me wene it were for hym, 
And your hert is on anoper pynne. 

(i leaf 69] 

Ye haue chose som newe thynke, 

1 And witt put me in wenyfnlge 8588 
That it were for good Partonope. 
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Medame, lete att pea la pea be.” 

“ Iapes, alias ! ” seide Meliore, 

“ My sorowe encreseth more and more, 
Sith I fayne of you wolde haue comforte, 
And me semeth it is your disporte 
To 8e me deye with fis turnement. 

Of you I am litiH be-ment. 

FuH liteH haue ye deled wit/* love. 

A man myght in fat wele prove, 

Sith, suster, fat ye wote wele 
For love aH fis wo now I fele, 

And in f is mate re so rude ye be, 

Ye cane no mercy now haue on me, 
Therfore in you it is wele sene 
That in fis daunce ye haue not bene. 

But yite it may here-after happe 
Love in his daungere may so you clappe, 
That my diseace shaH ye wele fele, 
Though youre herte be now as stele. 
Then shuH ye fele in your mode 
Where suche Iapes may do you good. 


3+9 


8592 


8596 

Melior com¬ 
plain* that 
her sister 
has no com¬ 
passion. 

8600 


8604 


Love h** 
need of 
comfort. 


8608 
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Madame, late att these Iapys be.” 

“ T Apes alias,” sayd Meliore, 

J- “ My sorrow increseth more and 
more, 8592 

8yth I fayne of you wold haue com¬ 
fort, 

And me semeth hit ys youre dysjKjrt 
To se me dye wyth this turment. 

Of yow am I lytett l)e-ment, 8596 
Futt lytett haue ye dalyed witA love. 

A man) myght in that wele prove, 
Syth, Suster, that ye wote wele 
For love att this wo now I feele, 8600 
And in this mater so rude ye be, 

Ye can) none mercy now haue on me, 
There-forein yow hit ys wele seen)e 
That in this daunce ye haue not 
been), 8604 

But yt may here-after after happe 
Love in his daunger may so yow 
clappe, (i leaf 72, back] 

That my dyssese shutt ye wells felee, 
Thogh your hert be now as stele. 8608 
1 Than) satt yow fele in youre moode 
Where such Iapes may do yow goode. 


Madam, let att pis lapis l«e."— 

“ lapis alias ! " seyde Melyore. 

“ My sorwe encreseth more and more, 

Sethe I of you fayne wolde haue com¬ 
forte, 8598 

And me semyth it is youre dyssporte 
To se me dye w»tA pis turment. 

Of you am I lytitt be-ment. 8596 
Futt lytitt haue you delyde witA lone. 
A man) myght in pat wett prouo, 


And in pis mater so rude ye be, 8601 
Ye can no mercy haue on me. 
There-fore in you is wett sene 
That in pis dance ye haue not bene. 

But yet may here-after hape 8605 
Loue in his danger so may you clape, 

That my dyssevse ye shaft wett fele, 
Though youre hert be nowe as stett. 
Then) shaft ye fele in youre mode 8609 
Where soyche lapis shaft do yon goode. 
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Urmke only 
meant to 
•ay that It 
it no om 
thinking on 
Partonope, 


for ha la 
dead, 


and Melior 
la obliged to 


For and euer ye love aa wele as I, 

Ye shall wele wete full sikerly 
Ye shall hane nede of good comforte. 
Now me to scome is your desporte. 

Of o ping, suster, I make you be-heste, 
That God of love to such a feste 
Can you bryng ns I now haue. 

As wisly God my soule save, 

I wolde neuer dey, till I myght se 
You in such plite as ye se me.” 

** MEdame,” pen seide faire Wrake, 
u My wordes I proy you ye ne take 
In Evil}, for truly I meene not so. 

But pis is my menyng, medame, lo : 

For you to J»inke on Partonope, 

I holde it but foly and vanyte. 

For he is dede, with-outen fayle, 

And it is ordeyned be your couuseyle, 
And ye agreed be eke per to, 

That who in tumement best happe to do, 
Hym shall ye haue pen to lorde. 


8612 

8616 

lleaf 100] 

8620 

8624 

8628 


Univ. CoU. MS. 

For and euer ye love as weft as I, 

Ye shati wele wete futt sykerly 3612 
Ye shatt haue nede of good comfort. 
Now to me scorn) ys youre dysport, 

Of o thing, suster, I mak yow be¬ 
hest, 

That God of love to such a fest 8616 
Canne now bryng as I now haue. 

As wynely God my soule save, 

I wold neuer dye, tytt I might see 
Yow in such plyte as ye se me.” 8620 
Adame,” than) sayde fayre Vrak, 
“My wordes I pray yow ye 
me take 

In evett, for truly I mene not so, 

But this ys my luenyug, madame, 
loo: 8624 

For yow to thenk of Partanope, 

I hold hit but foly and vanyte. 

For he ys dede, wythouten) fayle, 

And yt ys ordeyned be youre counsay tt, 
And ye a-greed be eke ther-to, 8629 
That who in turmcnt best happe to 
do, 

Hym) shatt ye haue than) to lord, 


JiawL MS. 

For and ye lone as welt as I, 

Ye shatt wett wete futt sekeily 8612 
Ye shatt haue nede of grete comforte, 
Nowe me to skorne is youre dyssporte. 
Of on thynke, syster, I make you a 
be[he}«te, 8615 

That Good of loue to soyche a feste 
Can) you bryngc as I nowe haue. 

As wysly Goil my soule sane, 

I wolde neuer dye, titt 1 myght se 
You in soyche plit as ye se me.” 8620 
U “ Madam,” >en seyde fayre Wrake, 

‘ * My wordes I pmye you not take 

In evitt, for truly I mene not so. 

This is my menynge, madam, lo : 8624 

For you to thvnkc on Partonope, 

I holde but foly and vanyte. 

For he is dede, witAout faitt, 8627 
1 And it is ordeynede be youre couusett 
And ye a-greede eke J*rto, P leaf&o, hack) 
That who in turment hajw beste do, 

Hym) shatt ye haue to lorde 
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This is of your counseylle |>e fuH acorde, 

And aB Jiis fully agreede ye be. 

It shall [not] be interrept for me.” 

This lady answerde sore wepyng : 

“ I may make semblaunce to hym, wenyng 
Be her counseylle I wole take a lorde. 

But I may not for aB pe worlde 
My love yove fro Partonope. 

And yite )>is turnement moste I se, 

And as hem luste a lorde me chese, 

And lete hem aB her travayle lese. 

For hote fyre to colde asshes me brenne, 

If ei^er counseylle or my kynne 
Make a lorde or housbonde me take, 

Sith for euer now is loste my make. 

For wele I wote my Partonope 
Fufl harde dethe hath suffred for me. 

I haue hym slayne, I wole hym quyte, 

If I may fynde a knyfe wole bite 
Throwe-oute my breste into my herte. 

I shaB not spare for no smerte 
To sic my-self, be God a-bove, 


8 032 


marry tl* 

victor of the 
toarnameuL 


The tourne- 
went may 
8636 take place, 
but Melior 
will never 
accept any 
hue' and, 


8640 


8644 


now that 
Partonojrc 

8648 i,,,le * d - 


8652 
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This ys of your counsaytt the futt 
a-corde, 8632 

And all this fully a-greed ye be, 

Hit shatt be intrarupt for me." 

is lady answerid sore wepyng 
“ I may make semblant to hym), 
wenyng 8686 

Be her counsaytt I wort take a lord 
But I may not for att the world 
My love yove for Partanope. 

And yet this turment must I see, 8640 
And as hem lust a lord me chese, 

And late hem) att her travayle lese. 
For hote fyre to cold asshes me brenue, 
Yf eyther counsaytt or ony kynne 8644 
Make lord or hosbond me to take, 

8vth for euer now ys lost my make. 
For wele I wote my Partanope 8647 
1 Futt hard deth hath suffera for me. 

I haue hym) slayn), I wott hym quyte, 
Yf 1 may fynde a knyfe wott byte 
Throw-oute my brest in-to my hert. 

I shatt not spare for no smert 8652 
To sle my-self, be God a-bove, t 1 leaf 7»J 


Raicl. MS. 

This is of youre counsett )>e acorde. 

To J>is fully agrede ye be, 8633 

Hit shatt notbe interipte for me. ” 

*1 This lady answerde sore wepynge : 

“ I may make hym) semblande, wen- 
y(n]ge 8636 

Be ]>er counsett I witt take a lorde. 

But I may not for att worde 
My lone yeue fro Partonope. 

And yet J>is turment most I se, 8640 
And as hem lyste a lorde me chese, 
And let hem att per travett lese. 

Hote fyre to colde asshes me bryne, 

Yef o per counsett ore ony kynne 8644 
Make lorde ore h os Wide me to take, 
Sethe for euer is loste my make. 

For wett 1 wot my Partonope 8647 
Futt harde dethe hathe sufferde fore me. 
I haue hym) slayn, I witt hym quyte, 
Yef I may fynde a knyfe witt byte 
Thorwe my breste in to my hert. 

I shatt not spare for no smert 8652 
To sle my-sclfe, be God aboue, 
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8h« ODC6 

more falls in 
a swoon. 


The Poet 
pities such 
unhappy 
ladies. 


Sith he is dede J»us for my love, 

Er euer any o^er to hoosbonde I take." b«c.i 

Hir ffresshe colour© perwith gan slake. 8656 

In swone efte sones she felle anoone, 

And lay as dede as any stone. 

For sothe Wrake, as pinketh me, 

Was gretely to blame, when pat she 8660 

Se hir snster so grete sorowe take. 

And wolde no better chere hir make, 

Ne gife her comforte of Partonope. 

Ayein hir suster grete wraj>e bare she, 8664 

As though fell and angry she hadde be, 

That sethe a woman in suche degree, 
j?at love Lath brought in grete diseace, 

And knoweth how she may hir eace, 8668 

And lost not. Lorde God I what herte hadde she 1 
Truly and god I sey now for me, 

And I knew any in that degre, 

On suchone couthe I haue grete pite. 867 2 

I not what hertes o per folkes haue. 

For me I sey, so God me save, 


Univ. Coll. MS. 

Syth he ys dede thus for my love, 

Ere eu er eny other to housbond I 
take. ” 8665 

Her fressh color ther-wvth ganne slake. 
In swonne efte sones Sne fytt a-non), 
And lay as dede as ony atone. 

For soth Vrak, as thenketh me, 8659 
Was gretely to blame, whan) that She 
Sygh her suster so grete so row take. 
And wold no better chere her make, 
he gyf her comfort of Partanope, 
A-yen) her suster grete wrath bare 
She, 8664 

As though fett and angry she had be, 
That seeth a woman) in such degree, 
That love hath brought in grete ayssese, 

And knoweth how she may her ese, 
And lust not / lord G od what hert hath 
she 1 8669 

Trewly and god I sey now for me, 

And I knew ony in that degree, 8671 
Of such one cowde I haue grete pyte. 

I wath neuer what hertes other folkes 
haue, 

For me I sey, so God me save, 


Bawl. MS. 

Sethe ho is dede Jras for my loue, 

Ore euer ony o \er h us bond e I take.’* 

Here freshe ooloure Jxrr-witA gan slake. 
In swone efte sonys she fitt anone 8657 
And lay as dede as ony stone. 

Hir syster sigh here grete sorwe take, 
And wolde no be ter chere hir make, 

Ne gyf hir comfort of Partonope. 

Ayen here syster grete wrsthe hare she, 

As fett and angry she hade be, 8665 
That sigh a woman in )>at degre, 

That loue hathe brought in grete 
dysstres, 8667 

1 And knowetA howe she may here eyse, 

[i leaf 70] 


I not what hert oJ*r folkes haue 8673 
For me I sey, so God me saue. 
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And I knewe any in £at plite, 

Hir to comforte were my delite. 8676 

For God made euery creature, 

Man and woman, be nature 
To love, and eke to loved be. 

To women beaute ferfore gave he, 8680 

And of vertues grete habundaunce, 

Curtesy, fredonie goodly in dalyaunce, 

Therfore in sope, as pinketh me, 

Women in horte gretely hath he.* 8684 

God loved hem gretly witA-outen nay, 

And so do I, nyght and day. 

For and tho creatures J>at so fairs be, 

Come neucr in heven, I holde me 8688 

Quyte of paradise. What ahaH I do ? 

But then Wrake knew wele J»o 

Hir suster for love hadde grete diseace. 

Grete [pite] she hadde, and yite hir to pleace 8692 

Wolde she not, ne of hir counseylle 
Make hir privey for all £at a dele. (imruoi 

But seide : “ Medame, I crye you mercy. 

8684. he] US. be. 


Ood 
ladles 
beauty and 
all excellent 
qualities. 


Urales still 
torments 
her sister. 


Unit. Coll. MS. 

And I knew eny in that plyte, 

Her to comfort were my delyte. 867 6 
For God made euery creature, 

Man) and woman), be nature 
To love, and eke to loved be. 

To women) beaute l ther-for gafe ho, 
And of vertws grete haboundana, 8681 
Curtesy, fredam) goodelv in daliaunce. 
Therfor in soth, as thenketh me, 
Women) in hert gretely hath he. 8684 
God loued hem) hygnly wyth-outen) 
nay, 

And so do I, nyght and day. 

For and tho creatures that so fayre 
be, [leaf 73, Unck) 

Come neuer in heuen), I hold me 8688 
Quytte In Daradyse, what shaft I do T 
But than) Vrak knew weti tho 
Her suster for love had grete dyssese. 
Grete she had, and yet her to plese 8692 
Wold she not, ne of her counsaytt 
Make her prevee for att that a dele. 
But sayd: " Mad[am]e, I yow crye 
mercy. 

PARTONOPK. 


Rawl. MS. 

And I knewe ony in Jwt plyte, 

Here to comfort were my delyte. 8676 
For God made euery creture, 

Man) and woman), by nature 
To loue, and eke to louyde be. 

To women) beute J*r-for gafe he, 8680 
And of vertues grete abundaunce. 
Curtesy, fredom goodly in dalyaunce, 
There-fore in sotho, as thynkethe me, 
Women) in hert gretly hathe he. 8684 
God louyde hyui hyle witA-out nay, 

And so do I, nyght and day. 8686 
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Why bo ye tunnented so gretelv 1 
My counaeylle is pat neuer ye 
Thinke pat ping pat may not be, 

But lette it passe, it is pe beste, 

And sette your herte in eace and reste.” 8700 

Lot* will “ Nay mister,” *he seide, “ it was neuer sene 
own way. One that loveth in eace to bene, 

Ne in peace, ne in Reste, [for] in sope resone. 

With hote lovers neuer acorde moone 8704 

Ne right counseylle, witte ne skill. 

Save only to baue her owne will. 

AH pe witte of pe worlde they sett at nought, 

But fully a-greeth hem to her owne thought. 8708 

Therfore pis is a fuH olde sawe : 

Who may give to a lovere lawe t 

For pough reasone wolde make a lovere se 

That aH his foly, yite can not he 8712 

The wofuH bondes wele vnbynde. 

In my-self now aH pis I fynde. 

Therfore to love may I not chest*, 

Though I my wittes perfore leee. 8716 


iv. CoU. MS. 

Why be ye tormented So gretly! 8696 
My eounsaytt ya now that neuer ye 
Thenk on) that tyme that may not be, 
But late hit passe, hyt ys the best. 

And sett youre hert in ease and 
rest.” 8700 

“Nay, suater," She sayd, “hit was 
neuer seen) 

One that loved in ease to bene, 

Ne in peas, ne in rest, for in soth 
reson), 8703 

Wyth oute lovers neuer a-cord mown) 
Ne ryght / eounsaytt wytte ne skylle, 
Saue onely to baue her own) wytt. 

Att the wytte of the world they sett 
at. noght. 

But fully a-grecth hem) to her own) 
thochL 8708 

Ther-for this ys a futt old sawe : 

Who may gyfe to a louer lawe! 

For thoght reson) wold make a louer se 
That att his foly, yet came not he 8712 
Thoo wofutt bondes wett on)-bynde. 

In my-self now att thys I fynd. 
Ther-for to love may I not chese, 
Thogh I my wytte* ther-for lese. 8716 


Raid. MS. 


But let it passe, it is the beste, 8699 
And set youre hert in eyse and reste.”— 

“ Nay syster,” she seyde, “ it was 
neuer sene 

On pit louyth in eyes to ben), 

Ne in pese, ne reste, for iu soyche 
resoun 8703 

WitA hote louera neuer acorde mone 
Ne right counaett, wyte ne skitt, 

Safe only to haue per owne witt. 

Att >e wyt of )w worlde >ey set at 
nought. 

But fully agrethe hem to per owne 
pjught. 8708 

There-fore >is is a futt olde sawe : 

Who may gyf to louer lawe ? 


There-fore to loue may I not chese, 
Though 1 my wyte* per -fore lese. 8716 
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These wordes be sope as I you say, 

No wondere )>ough lovers be in foly ay.” 
Wrake hir suster answerde po: 

“ EviH is he at eace J>at ly veth so, 

For who so make love his Iustice 

He may not a-vaunte hym of no ffrauncliise, 

But raper of boudage, as )>inketh me. 

In pat servire kepe I neuer to be. 

But of p is mate re speke we no more. 

I pray you, medame, telle me afore : 

When shall be-gyri) pis turnement, 

And which lordes shall gife Iugement, 

And which be wit//in, and which wit/i-oute. 
AH to wete with-oute doute 
I come hidder, and you also to se, 

And to wete whedir pat ye 
At pis tyine any knyghtis make.” 

This lady sate stiH, for fuH a-wake 
•Oute of pis traunre was she not yite. 
Overecoine be feyntnesre stiH she rette, 

TiH longe and late, and atte laste 


6720 


8724 


8728 


8732 


[leaf 110, back] 


8736 


Urmke uk« 
particular* 
about the 
touruarreut, 
and whether 
any new 
knight* 
are to be 
created. 


Having 
recovered 
a little, 


Univ. Coll. MS. 


These wordes be soth that I yow sa 
No wondyr thoght louers be in foly 


V 


, her auater, answeryd tho : 


2 a 1 
at leveth 
8720 


For who so make love his Iustice, 

He may not abaunt hem) of no fraun- 
chese, 

But rather of bondage, as thenketh 


me. 


In that servyse kepe I neuer be. 8724 
But of this mater speke we no more. 

1 1 pray yow, Madame, telle me a-fore : 
Whan shaft be-gynne this turment, 


And which be wyth-in and who wyth- 
oute, p leaf 74] 8729 

Aft to wytte wyth-onte doute 
I come hedyr, and yow also to se, 

And to wytte wedyr that ye 8732 
At this tyme ony knyglitee make.” 
This lady sate stytt, for futt a-wake 
Out of this traunse was she not yit. 
■Oner-come be feyntenes stytt she sytt, 
Tytt long and late, and atte last 8737 


Bawl. MS. 

This wordes be sothe pat I you sey, 

No wonder pough louers be in foly ay.” 

^1 Wrake, here syster, answerde po : 

“ Evitt is he at eyse pat louyth so. 8720 

For who so make loue his Iustyse, 

He may not avaunce hym of fraun- 
chyse, 

But rathir of boundage, as thynketh 
me. 8723 

1 In pat seruyse kepe I neuer to be. 

But of pis mater speke we no more. 

I pray you, madam, tett me afore : 
When) shaft be-gyn) pis turment, 

And whiche loraes shaft gefe Iugement 
And whiche be witA-in and who with 
out. [1 leaf 70, back] 8729 

Att to wyte without doute 
I come he per and you also to se, 

And wete wheper pat ye 8732 

At pis tyme ony knyghtee make.” 

This lady sat still, for futt awake 
Out of pis trance was she not yet. 
Ourr-come be feyntnes stiff she syte, 
Tift longe and late, and at the laste 

A A 2 
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Mol lor re- 
Utes what 
Krooni has 
told her. 


Ti»e Hultan 
of Persia 
will oome, 
acoom- 
j anied by 
twenty-five 
heathen 
kingf, 


and twenty- 
three Chris¬ 
tian princes. 


A piteouse sighe from hir she caste. 

Somwhat hir hert is comen ayein. 

Pitousely tho spake pe queene. 

With voyce futi feble she tolde hir reasone, 
As thoughe she hadde be come from prisonc. 
“ Suster,” she seide, u pis Ermnlus 
Of Merbien, pat wiketl Ar[cjous, 

Be whome pis tumement ordeyned is, 
Fourtene nyglit a-go he tolde me y wisse 
Of ali pe kynges pat shuld be pere, 

And of her loggyng aH pe manere. 

He seide here shall be pe sawden of Perce, 
That to Cristes la we is aduerse. 

And levith on Mahounde and Appollony. 
With hym cometh a combe rouse meany. 

I sawe in his rolles he hath also 
xv. kynges hethen and mo, 

That for my love aH cristen wole be. 

To herborowe in his rolles also hath he 
Of Emperoures and kynges of Cristes lay 
xxiii tl ., that wiH pat day 


8740 


8744 


8743 


8752- 


8756 


Unit. Coll. MS. 

A peters sygh from) her she cast, 
Somwath her hert ys come a-yen). 
Peteusly tho spak the queen), 8740 
Wyth voyse futi feble She told her 
reson), 

As thogh she had be come fro preson). 
"Suster,” she sayd, "this Ermulus 
Of Merbyen), that wikked arcus, 8744 
But whom) this turment ordeyned ys, 
Fourtene nyght a go, he told me I- 
wyase 

Of ait the kynges that shuld be there, 
Aud of her loggyng alt the manere. 

He sayd here snail be the sawd&n) of 
prece, 8749 

That to Crystes lawe ys aduerse, 

And leeveth on) Machoun) and Appo- 
loni, 8751 

Wyth hym) cometh a comborua meyni. 
I saw in his rollis be hath also 
XV kynges hethen) and mo, 

That for my love all crysten) wott be. 
To herborwre in his rolles also hath 
he 8766 

Of emperours and kynges of Crystes lay 
XX and iij that wyti tnat day 


Rawl. MS. 

A petuouse sigh fro here she caste, 
Som-what here hert was come agayne. 
Petuously po spake pe quene 8740- 
WitA voyse febiti she tolde hir reson), 

As pough she hade come fro preson). 

H "Syster,” site sevde, "pis Armelus 
Of Merben, pot wykkede arcus, 8744 
Be whom pis turnment ordeynede is, 
Fortnyght agoo he tolde me I-wyse 

Of the kynges pat shulde he pere, 
Andofherelogyngeatithemaner. 8748 
He seyde here shati be pe soudan of 
Perse, 

That to Crystee lawe is aduerse, 

And leuyth on Mahombe and Appolony, 

W iih hym comyth a comberus raayne. 

I sawe in his rottes he hathe also 8758 
xv kynges hethyn moo, 

That for my loue ati crystyn weit be. 
To herberwe in his rottes also hathe he 

Of emperores of crystyn lay 8757' 
xx tl and thre pat witt pat day 
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Be at pis tumeraent with her powere. 

Of ait her lordshippes hope ferre and nere 
Many oone in manage pen wole be h« re » 

And many oone pat bathe no fere 
Wolde be gladde to se pat day 
To Wynne worshipp if pat he may. 

Then is ordeyned by pis Ennulus, 

1 hat pis turnement hath ordeyned pus* 

AH Cristeu on pis svde herborowed shait be, 
The bepen on pe topere side, and so iuay we 
Be in suerte, what so euer be-falle. 

For when pes peple bene gedred alt, 

Fuit grete Envy amonge hem shaH arise. 

It 8emed better at my devyse 

To bene a bataylle pen a turnement. Peannj 

Jjerfore, suster, I haue fuH ment 

To haue on oure side pe cheveteyne, 

j3e grete Empmmr of Almayne, 

And with hym they of Denmarke, 
grete werre held in pe marche 
On sklaueyns, pat perilous men bene. 


8760 


8764 


8768 


8772 


8776 


On one aide 
will t* the 
Kmperor of 
Oenueny, 
with rau j 
Chriitian 
king*. 


8778. held] e like o. 
Univ. Coll. MS. 


Rawl. MS. 


Be at this turment wyth her power 

Of att the lordshippes both ferre i 
nere g 

Many one in mariage than) woH be h 
And many one that hath no fere 
y> old be glad to se that day 
To wynne worship y f that he may. 8 
Than) y 8 ordeyned be this Ermulus, 
That this turnement hat arayed th 
Art erysten) on) this Syde lierbon 
shutt be, I* leaf 74, back] 

The heten) on) that other syde, and 
may we 8; 

Be in semrtee, wath so euer be-falh 
tor whom) this peple bene gadred a 
utt grete envy a mong hem shaft ry 
Hit semed better at my devyse 8/ 
To bene a batay at my turnement. 
There-for, suster, I haue futt ment 
lo haue on) oure syde theCheventey 
l he grete emperoure of Almayn), 87 
And wyth hym) they of Denmarch 

Werre heeld in the March 
On) Sklaueyns, that perlous men) bei 


*t pis turment with here poure. 
Of att here lordchipus ferre and nere 


Many on in maryage wott be here, 

And roayne on pot hathe no fere. 87G2 

[leaf 71] 


Att crystyn) on pis syde herberwede 
shaft be, 8767 

Th® hethyn on pot oper syde and so 
may we 

pe in suerte, what so euer fatt. 

For when pis pepitt be gaderde att, 

Futt grete envye amonge hem ryse. 

Hit semvde beter at myne devyse 8772 
To be a oataitt pen a turment. 
Ther-fore, ayster, I haue fuit ment 
To haue on youre syde the cheffeteyne, 
The grete emperoure of Almayne, 8776 
And witA hym pey of Denmarche, 

That grete warre holde in pe marche, 
And sklaynes pat per las men ben). 


8761. (T) woH, welt, wilt (*ml blotted). 
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On the 
other tide 
the Snltan 
and the 
Saraoeoa. 


The kyng of Poyle and Sisile fuH kene 
Shuti with pe Emperour be in pis towne, 
And att pat longe to my regione. 

Now haue ye herde of cristyans; 

Now shall I teH of saresynes : 

Hedir ah att come pe sauden of Perce, 

* • 

The kyng of Ynde, which is perverce 
To Cristes lawe, and eke shaH be 
The kyng of Mede and Parte, parde, 

And eke the faire kyng of Sire, 

That so gretely me dope desire. 

Yite of hym haue I no doynte. 

The kyng of Ermony here shaH be, 
hat hath a contre futt delectable: 

The pianettes peron be fuH stable. 

))e dayes ben euer clere and mery, 

The feldes florisshed fresshly. 

In pat rested pe ship of Noy, 

When pe flode had done pe worlde noye. 
Hidder comep the kyng of Palest 
With grete power arrayed full honest, 


8780 


8784 


8788 


8792 


8796 




Untin. Coll. MS. 

The kyng of Poyle and Syaile futt 
kenne 8780 

8hutt wyth this emperoure be in this 
towne, 

And att that long to my region). 

Now haue ye herd of cryiteans ; 

Now shati I tett of Sajasyns : 8784 

Hedyr shaft come the Soudan) of P«rce 
The kyng of Inde, which ys peruerae 
To Crystes law, and eke shaft be 8787 
The kyng of Mede and Parte, parde, 
And eke the fayre kyng of Syre 
That so gretly me doth desyre. 

Yet of hym) I haue no deynte. 

The kyng of Ermony here shaft be. 8792 
That hath a contre full delectable ; 
The pianettes ther-of be so stable, 

The dayes bene euer chere and mery. 
The feeldee florysahed fresshly. 8796 
In that rested the Ship of K oye, 

Whan) the fold had done the world 
noye. 

Hedyr Cometh the kyng of Palest 
Wyth grete powre a rayed futt 
honest, 8800 


Ratal. MS. 

The kynge of Poitt and Sysett futt 
kene 8780 

Shaft witA pe emperoure be in pie 
towne, 

And att pat longe to my Regyon). 

Nowe haue ye herde of crystyans ; 

Nowe shaft I tett you of sarsons : 8784 
Heper shaft come pe soudan) of Perse, 

The kynge of Inde whiche is peru[er]se 
To Crystee lawe, and eke shaft be 
The kynge of Mede and Parce, parde, 

And eke pe fayre kynge of Cyre, 8789 
That me so gretly aotne desyre. 

Yet of hym naue I no deynte. 

The kynge of Ermony per shaft be, 8792 
That hatne a contre full delectabitt: 

The planets per ouer be futt stabitt. 

The dayes be euer clere and merye, 

The feldes florysshede freshly. 8796 
In pat restyde pe shipe of Noye, 

When) pe flode hade don pe worde noye. 

Heper comyth pe kynge of Paleste, 8799 . 
W ith grete poure arrayde futt honeste, 

8794. of crossed out before oner. 
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And lorde■* of Egipte and Libye, 

Then can mych crafte of astronomy. 

The kyng of Fraunce, w»tA-oute doute, 

He cometh to govern hem witA-oute. 

He wole not haue me to wife. 

Bat if )er rise debate or strife 
FuH but he wole be ayeinst me. 

The cause is, he seith, for Partonope 
]?row me is loete, pat was his cousyne. 

Of his comyng now pis is pe fyne 
If he may be venged on me. 

But I hope to be stronger pen he. m. beck] 
He hath done his men to vnderetonde 
How his comyng into my londe 
Is not to venquysshe pe turnement, 

And to wedde me is not his entent” 

But when she named Partonopee name, 

What for sorowe and what for shame, 

She had no power it ones to sowne, 

But fell in a new sodeyn swone. 

When to hir-self she come ayein, 

And wolde haue seide Partonope fayne, 


35» 


8804 


Tlio King 
of Kmnot 

t'OlUM tO 

Ufct voog©- 
nnes for 
PlltODOpl. 


8808 


8812 


8816 


8820 


Melior 
falters In 
pronoanclnf 
Partonnpe’a 
name, and 
falls again 


Univ. Coll. MS. 

And lortUa of £gipt« and Libya, 

Than) can) moche craft of astronomy®. 
The king of Frannce wyth-oute doute, 
He cometh to govern) hem) wyth. 

oute. 8804 

He wott not haue me to wyfe. [leaf 75) 
But yf ther ryae debate and st(r]yfe, 
Futt but he wott be a-yenst me. 8807 
The cause ys, he seyth, for Partanope 
Thorow me ys lost, that was his coayu). 
Of liis comyng this ys the fyne 
Yf he may be v[e]nged of me. 

But I hope to be stronger than) he 8812 
He hath done hys men) to vnder-stond, 
His comyng now in-to my lond 
Ys not to venqwyahe the turnement, 
And to wedde me ys not hys entent.” 
Bath whan) She named Partanopes 
name, 8817 

What for sorow and what for shame, 
8ke had no powero hit ones to sowne, 
But fytt in a new soden) sowun). 8820 
Whan) to her-self She come a-yen), 

And wolld haue seyd Partanope fayn), 
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And lordes of Egypte and of Lebye 
They con meche crafte of megremonsy. 
1 The kynge of Fraunce, witA-out doute. 
He comytn to goueme hem witA-out. 

P leaf 71, beck] 

He wolde not haue me to wvfe. 8805 
But yef per debate ore stryffe, 

Futt but he witt be ayenste me, 

The cause is, he seyth, Partonope 8808 
Thorwe me is loste, pat was his cossyn). 
Of his comy[n]ge pis is the fyne 
Yef he may be veingede on me. 

But I hope be stronger pen he. 8812 
He hathedon) his men) to vnderstande, 
His comy[n]ge nowe to pis londe 
Ys not to vynquyshe pis turment, 

And to wede me is not his entent. 8816 
But when) she namyde Partonope, 

What for sorwe and for shame, 

She hade no poure it onys to sowne, 
But fitt in a newe soden swoune. 8820 
When) to here-sylfe she come ayen, 

And wolde haue seyde Partonope, 
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“ Par to—Parto—” she seide at ones, 

And fuH febly she seide efte sones : 8824 

“ Nopee,” pat with voyce tremblyng. 

And perwith anoone feH in swonyng 
Vpon hir bedde, and lay full still. 

And atte laste, as was Goddis will, 8828 

From hir disese she rose ayein. 

Full piteousely pen seide pis queen : 

" In wrape comep hidder pe kyng of Frauncc, 

And with hym bryngeth his allyaunce, 8832 

Grete noumbre of Fries and barons, 

Folke of Payto and all pe Gascoignes, 
of’erituny The kyng of Bretayne eke per shtdl be. 

Bnlund H© i© not right riche, but yite shall he 8836 

wiiTeonU Bryng with hym many a worthy knyght 
to am am bo t, They haue be proved in many a fight. 

The kyng of Englonde, pough he be ferre, 

Wole be as sone here as he pat is nerre. 8840 

He is a rightwise man and full sage ; 

Somewhat he is cropen in age. 
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" Parto. Parto,” She sayd at ones, 
And fxatt febyly She sayd efte sones : 

“ Nopee ” / that wyth voys treraelyng. 
And ther-wyth a-none fytt in sown- 
nyng 8826 

Apon) her bed, and lay futt stylle. 

And at the last, as was Goddes wylle, 
From) her dyssesse She rose a-yen). 

Full peteusly than) sayd this queen): 

“ In wrath someth heayr the kyng of 
Fraunse, 

And wyth hym) brynged his ali- 
aunse, 8832 

Grete nombre of Erie* and barons, 

Folk of Payto and att the Gascoyns. 
The kyng of Brethen) eke there shatt be. 
He ys not ryght ryclie, but yet shatt 
he 8836 

Bryng wyth hym) many a worthy 
knyght. 

They hane be proved in many a fyght. 
THe kyng of Ingelond, thow he be 
A ferre, 

Wott be as sone here as he that ys 
nerre. 8840 


He ys a ryghtwoe man) and futt sage ; 
Somewhat he his cropen) in age. 


RawL MS. 

“ Parto-Porto—” she seyde at onys. 
And febitty she seyde efte son vs : 8824 
“Nope," pat witA voyse tremblynge. 
And >er-witA she fitt in swony[n]ge 


Vppon) hir bede, 
And at be laste. 


Ana at j>e laste, as was Goddes witt, 
Fro hir dysseyse she rose ayen). 

Futt j>ettusly >en) seyde pis quene : 

“ In wrethe comyth )»e kynge 
Fraunce, 

And wt'tA hym bryngyth his alyann 


Grete nombere of erlis and baron ns, 8833 
For of Peyte and att )>e gascoynes. 

The kynge of Breteyne eke here shatt be. 
He is not right ryche, but yet ahatt he 

Brvnge with hym many a worthy 
knyght. 8837 

They haue be prouyde in many a fight. 
If The kynge of Englonde, Pough he be 
ferre, 

Wott be as sone here as he pot is nerre. 


He right a wyse man and a sage ; 8841 
Som-what he is crope in age. 
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Many a knyglit liider wole he brynge. 

That wele in chainbre can daunse and singe. 
And as lyone ferae in the felde 
Wele ilare they feght vnder shelde, 

Semely men, curteyse and plesaunt. 

Though they of hein-self make none avaunte. 
There shall be eke )>e Emperotir 
Of S payne, )>e noble turneour, 

That worthy is and full of beaute. 

His hepen lay he wole leve for me. (leaf lit] 
Many knyghtis come in his company, 

And many good hora pat be lusty. 

The kyng of Navern, J>e kyng of Valens, 
The kyng of Garaat with hem of Palens, 
And moche folke pat take no wage, 

And many moo kynges pat ben sage, 

Of whome I can not wele pe name, 

But Ermulus hem all tell can). 

But Buster, ye asked also of me 
If any knyghtis made shuld be 
A-fore pe tumement, and pat ordre take 


8844 


8848 

*•< well as 
the Bmperor 
of Hpain, 
and many 
other 

knights and 

8852 king*. 


8856 


8860 

Melinr will 
to-morrow 
create more 
than a 
hundred 
knights. 
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Many a knyght hedyr wott he bryng, 
That wyft in chamber both daunse and 
syng. Jl«*f 76, back) 8844 

And as the lyon) feerse in the feld 
Wele dare they fyght vndyr Sheeld. 
Semely men), curteys and pleeaunt, 
Thow they of self make non abaunt. 8848 

TTEre shaft be eke the emperoure 
^ Of Spayn), the noble turneourr, 
That worthe vs and fntt of beaute. 8851 
His hethen) hay he wold leve for me. 
Many knyghtes come in his company, 
And many goode hors that be lusty. 
The kynge of Nauare, the kyng of 
Valens. 

The kyng of Oranat wyth hem) of 
Palens, 8856 

And moch folk that take no wage, 

And many mo knyges that bene sage, 
Of whom) I can) not weft the name, 
But Ermulus hem) att tett cane. 8860 
But suster ye asked also of me 
Y f ony knyghtes made shuld be 
A-fore the turnement, and that ordre 
take 
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1 Many a knyght<he)*r he witi brynge, 
That wett in chambure can daunce and 
synge. t> le»f 74] 8844 

And as >e lyon) fers in fight and felde 
Wett dare fey fight ruder shelde. 
Symly, courtesy and plesauace, 

Though pey of hem-Mlfe make non 
avant. 8848 

Here shaft be eke pe emperors 
Of Spayne, nobitt conqueroure, 

That worthy is and futt of beute. 8851 
HU hethyn lay he witt leue for me. 
Many knyghtee come in his company, 
And many a good hore pat U lusty. 
The kynge of Naneme, pe kynge of 
Valennce, 

The kynge of Garmat witA hem of 
Palennce, 8856 

And moche folke pot take no wage, 
And many mo kynges pat beth sage, 

Of whom I can not weft pe name, 

Bnt Ermulus hem att tett can). 8860 
Svster, ye askede also of me 
Yef ony knyght made shulde be 
Afore >ot torment and pat order take 
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Of myn hande. To-morowe I shaft make 8864 

Be tyme an hundred and many moo, 

So I am a vised pat it shaft be do. 
bJw«* U And who shaft be luges of pe tumement, 
jnd^M. Thes lordes are chosen be myn assent: 8868 

The first is pe kyng of Affrike, 

For his grete witte and his retonk. 

He is wele limed, and can many science, 

He moete nede gyve good sentence. 8872 

And what euer he speke, it moste be 
Shewed in faire termes, for certeynly he 
Hath witte ynow and grete discrec[i]on), 

[And fayre endyted shaft be his reson)] 887 6 

The toper shaft be [pe] kyng of Cartage, 

A rightwise man, for gretely in age 
He is ronne; and anoper shaft be 

Kyng Clarins; grete werre hath he 8880 

Vpon pe saresynes yere be yere. 

Bernard of Grece shaft be his pere 

8874. perhaps showed. 
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Of myn) hond / to-morow I shaft 
make 8864 

Be tyme an) hundred and many moo, 
So am) I avysed that hit shaft be doo. 
And who shall be luges of the turne- 
raent, 

These lords* are choeyn) be myn)aasent: 
The fyrst ys the kyng of Affryke, 8869 
For his grete wytte and his retoryke. 
He ys weft lerned and can) many sciens, 
He must ned« grfe goode sentens. 8872 
And what eu«r he spek hit must be 
Shewed in fayre termes, for certaynly 
he 

Hath wytt I-now and grete dyscrescion) 

And &yre endyted shaft be his 
reson), 8876 

e other shaft be kyng of Cartage, 
A ryghtwes man), for gretly in 

He ys ronne ; and a-nother shaft be 
Kyng Claryns; grete werre hath 
he 8880 

Vpon) the saja;yns yere be yere, 
Bernard of Grece shaft be his feere, 
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Of rayne hond. To-morwe I shaft 
make 8864 

Be tyme an honderde and many mo, 

So am I avysede it shaft be do. 

And who shaft be lugges of Jwt 
turment. 

These lordes are chosyn) be myn assent: 
The firsts is |>e kynge of Aufreke, 8869 
For his grete wyte and his reteryke. 

He is weft lernede in many syennce, 

He moste nede* gyfe good sentence. 
What euer he speke, it moste be 887S 
Shewyde in fayre termes, for sertenly 
he 

Hathe wyte I-nowe and grete dyascres- 
sion), 

And fayre endytyde shaft be his 
reson), 887ft 

H The to>er pe kynge of Targage, 

A Right-wyse man), gretly in age 

He is rone ; anofwr shaft be 
Kynge Claryns; grete warre holdyth 
he [1 leaf 74, bade] 8880 

1 Vppon) thesarsons yere by yere. 
Barnarde of Gryae .-haft be his fere, 
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H© is now named Jwid kyng ; 

Of att lawes he can moche )>ing. 8884 

The fonrte shaH bo olde Genors, 

The wise, ^e hardy kyng of mors. 

The v. shal be kyng Coraabre, 

That hath J>e kyngdome of Notabre. 8888 

The vj shad be of Getule kyng. 

In his contre is fuH wonder |>ing: 

It is fuH of apes, tigres, and be res, 

Serpentes, wyuera, and eke lesere. (teams, back] 8892 
He hath no plente of casteH ne toures. 

He is called kyng Amforus. 

The vij. kyng hette Gondrede, 

And his kyngdome is called Noemede. 8896 

Thes kynges shad be [chyef] Iugeoure ; 

They shad be w»tA me in )>e toure. 

Olde £rmulu8 eke shad be with me 
To take hiede who is worpi degre. 8900 

Now haue I tolde you, suster, truly 
Of )>e tumement J>e avise by and by/’ 

“ Now,” seitli Wrake, “ ad Jris is wele; 

I can enpugne it neuer a dole. 8904 


They are 
to sit In the 
tower beside 
Melior and 
Ernonl. 


Urake 

departs, 


Unit. Coll. MS. 

1 He y« now namyd the thrid kyng. 

Of ad lawes he can) moch thing. 8884 
The fourth shad be old Genors,? 1 •*»* 
The wyse, the hardy of king of morse. 
The fYft shad be kyng Sorsaore, 

That holt the kyndome of Nabre. 8888 
The vj shad be of Getule kyng. 

In his contree ys fud wondyr thyng: 
Hit ys fud of apys, tygres, and berys, 
Serpen tes, wyuers, and eke leseres. 8892 
He nath no plente of castelle ne toures, 

His ys callyd kyng Amfuore. 8894 
The Seventh kyng hotheth Gondred, 
And his kyngdame ys callyd Noemed. 
These kynge* shad be chyef Iugeours ; 
They shad be wyth me in the toure. 
Olde Erraulus eke shad be wyth me 
To take hede who ys worthy degre. 8900 
Now haue I told yow, suster, truly 
Of the turnement the avyse by and 
by." 

*' K[Ow," seyth Vrak, “ad this 
I can) empugne her neuer a dele. 8904 
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He is nowe namyde the iij u kynge, 

Of ad lawis he conmeche thynge. 8884 
The furthe shod be J>e olde Gornors, 
The wyse, >e hardy kynge of mors. 

The fifte shad be kynge Coraabir, 

That hathe l>e kyngdom of Netabir. 
The vj 1 * shad be of Getale kynge. 8889 
In his contre is fud worthy thynge: 
Hit is fud of apis, tegres, and beris, 
Serpents, wyueres, and eke lyseres. 

He hathe no plente of castedes ne 
toures. 8893 

He is callede kynge Anferus. 

The vij 1 * kynge hight Gondrede, 

And his kyngdome is callede Noemede. 
These kyngw shad be chyfe Iuggourn ; 
They shad be witA me in he toure. 
Olde Ermelus eke shad he witA me 
To take hede who is worthy degre. 8900 
ere haue I tolde you, syster, truly 
Of be turment be vyse by and 
by."- 

“Nowe,” seyth Wrake, “ad pis is 
wed ; 

I can eupyngne it neuer a ded. 8904 
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Unke 
brings 
Partonope 
with her, 


Now slope I pray you hertly, 

For I wole go now fuH prively 
To shipp vnwetyng of any wiglit 
Home I shntt come vpon ^e nyght, 

And if it like you, to-morow tyme 

I wole be wt'tA you hardely or pry me.”— 
“ I pray you, bus ter)>o seide pe queen), 

II Be tyme to-morowe pat ye bene.” 

In pis wise hath Wrak take her leve. 
Perse wise anoone she toke [be] pe sieve. 
And into shippe to-gedre they gone, 

And to her casteti they come anoone. 
Then mette they with Partonope. 

With IoyfuH herte he[m] welcome)) he. 
And Wrake hym [tolde] aB pe entent 
Of pe Emperesse and of pe turnement, 
And how she shuld on pe morow make 
Knyghtes; and perfore faire Wrake 
That nyght of slepe toke liteB hiede. 

For besy she was, with-outen drede, 


8908 


8912 


8916 


8920 


8924 
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Now slepe I pray yow hertylv, 

For I wott go now futt prevyly 8908 
To Ship vn-wething of ony wyght 
Home I shaft come a-pon) the nyght. 
And yf yt lyke yow, to-morow tyme 
I wole l)e wyth yow hardyly or pryme. ” 

“I p[r]ey you, suster," tho sayd the 

S ueen), 

e tyme to-morow here that ye 
bene.” 8912 

In this wyse hath Vrak take her leve. 
Persewyse a-none She toke be the 
sieve, 

And in-to Ship to-gedyr they gone. 
And to her castett they come a-non). 
Than mett they wyth Partanope. 8917 
Wyth Ioyfutt hert hem) welcometh be. 
And Vrak hym) told att the entent 
Of the emperesse and of the turne¬ 
ment, 8920 

And how she shuld on) the morow 
make 

1 Knyghtes; and ther-for fayre Vrak 
That nyght of slep toke lytett heede. 
For besy She was, wyth-outen 
drede [* back] 8924 
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No we slepe I proye you hertly, 

For I wiit goo nowe futt preuely 
To shipe vn-wyttynge of ony wight. 
Home I shaft come on >e nyght. 8908 
And yef it lyke you, to-morwe be tyme 
I witt be wt'tA yo[u] hardly ore 


r me. ’’— 

praye you, syster,” scyde pe 
quene, 

‘ ‘ Be tyme to-morwe here pot ye 
bene/’ 8912 

In pis vyse hathe Wrake here leue, 
Percewyse anone she toke be pe sieve, 

And to shipe togeder pey gon). 

And to per castett pey come anon). 8916 
Then) met pey witA Partonope. 

Wt'tA Ioyfutt hert welcoraede hem he. 
Wrake hym tolde att be entent 
1 Of pe emperes and of pe turment, 

And liowe she shulde on pe morwe 
make l 1 75] 8921 

Knyghtrs ; and per-for feyre Wrake 
That nyght of slepe toke lytitt hede. 
For besy she was. witA-out drede, 8924 
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To arme hym in fresshiste wise. 

And longe or ]>e sounc gan rise, 

To conrte she brought Partonope, 

[Her-self and Pereewyse, and no mo meyne. 
And in-to a chambre where as site 
Was wont to be herboured, Partonope] 
Vnwetyng of any wight they hym lede. 

And fere fuH prively ypon a bedde 



And right sone after, with-outen nay, [teams] 
The sonne hir beames oute fresshe spredde. 

It made fe vnluste to leve his bedde. 

And rise and clofe hym fresshe and gay 
For loy of fat IoyfuH, mery day. 

To conrte fo come ridyng futi bright 
Wele Iarmed fo fat ordre of knyght 
Shuld take of fis fayre Meliore. 

And ail they'light anoone atte dore 
Of fe chambre where as Partonope 


8928 


and hides 
liim in a 
chamber. 

8932 


8936 


8940 


The young 
men who 
are to 
receive the 
order of 
knighthood 
arrive. 
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To *arme hym) in the beet wyse. 

And long or the Sonne gan) aryse, 

To Courte she broth Partanope, 
Her-self, and Persewyse, and no mo 
meyne, 8928 

And in-to a chambre where os she 
Was wont to be herboured, Partanope 
Vn-wetyng of ony* wyght they hym) 
ledde. 8931 

And there fait pryvyly vpon) a bedde 
They made hym) rest tytt yt was day. 
Ana ryght sone after, wyth-outen) nay, 
The sonne her bemes oute fresch 
spered. 

Hit made the vnlust to leve his 
bedd, 8936 

And ryse and cloth hym) fresch and 


FoTYc 


oy of that Ioyfatt, mery day. 
rPO Court tho come rydyng fait 
bryght 

Wett 1-armed tho that ordre of 
knyght 8940 

Shula take of This fayre Melioure. 

And ait they lyght a-none atte dore 
Of the chambre where as Partanope 

8925. MS. adds il bifort arms. 

8981. ony] MS. ray. 
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To arrne hym in fe free he wyse. 

And longe ore )>e son gan) ryse, 

To Courte she brought Partonope, 
Her-selfe and Percewyse, and no mo 
meyne. 8928 

And in-to chombir where fat she 
Was wont to herberwe, Partonope 
Vnwetynge of ony wight fey hym 
lede. 

And )>er fait prevely yppon)a bede 8932 
They made hym reate tiit fe day. 

And right sone after with-ont nay, 

Thu sone here bemys out Ireshe sprede. 

Hit made fe ynlustly to leue his 
bede, 8936 

And ryse and clothe hym freshe and 

g*y 

For Ioye of fat Ioyfatt day. 

1 To courte come rydynge bright 

Wait 1-annede fat fe ordir of knyght 

Shulde take of bis Melyore. 8941 

And att fey light anone at fe dore 
Of fe chambir where as Partonope 
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Purtonopd 
go** with 

them. 


At that time 
it vm the 
custom to 
Appear all 
in arms. 


The awonl 
should hang 
round the 
neck till the 
ceremony of 
knighting 
take ]»ace. 


Partonope 

etande 


Was her boro wed, and fasts a-slepe was he, 
For prow pat chamber lieth pe wey. 

Wrake anoone brought fortlie the key, 

And perwith she wakened Partonopo. 

To opyn pe dore straight gope she. 

In come they aH, witli-outen lese. 

Partonope prively in pis prase 
She maketh go with-outen more, 

Thera as pis queen/, fair© Meliora, 

In hir estate stonte fuR Royally. 

Then was pe custome sikerly," 

Who so euer shuld take p© ordre of knyght, 
In stele he moete be armed bright, 

Bothe hede and fote and aR in feere. 

Also pat tyme pis was pe man ere, 

His swerde aboute his neke shuld liouge, 
Were it shorte or were it longe, 

TiR they it fro hym shuld take 
That perwith hym knyght shuld make, 
berfore aR pes yonge men bene 
Fresshe yarmed be fore pe queen). 


8944 


8948 


8952 


8956 


8960 


8964 
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Wm her bound, and fast a-slepe was 
he, 8944 

For thorow that chambre lyeth her wey. 
Vrak a-non brought forth the key, 

And ther-wytti She waked Partanope. 
To opyn) the dore strevght goth She. 

In come they ait, wytn-oaten) lese. 
Partanope pry vyly in this prese 8950 
She maketh go wyth-outen) more, 
There as this queen), fayre Melioure 8952 
In her Estate stont futi ryally. 

Than) was the custome sykerly, 

W ho so euer shulld take the ordyr of 
knyght,* 8955 

In steele he must be armed bryght 
Both hede and fote and att in feere. 
Also that tyme this was the manere, 
His Bwerd a-boute his neke shulld 
honge, 

Where hit short or were hit longe, 8960 
1 Tyii they hit fro hym) shuld take 
That ther-wyth hym) knyght shuld 
make. P 

There-fore att this yong men) been) 
Fressh I-armed be-fore the queen).8964 
II. 8965-56 art inttrUd in Jf& 


Was herberwede, and fast* on alepe 
was he, 8944 

For borwe pe chambir lyth her wey. 
Wrake anone brought furthe >e key, 
Ther-witA she wakede Partonope. 

To oppyn pe dore etreight gothe she. 

In come pey att witA-out lease. 8949 
Portouope preuely in pia prese 
She maketh goo witA-out more, 

Ther as pis quene, feyre Melyore, 8952 
In hir esstate stont Royally. 

Then was pe costum sekerly, 

Who so euer shulde take pe order of 
knyght, 8955 

In stett he moete be armede bright, 
Bothe hede and foote and att in fere. 

1 Also pat tyme pis pe manere, 

His swerde aboute his Dyke shulde 

[1 leal 75, back) 

ore were it longe, 8960 
Titt pey it fro hym shulde it take. 

And per-witA hym) knyght shulde 
make. 

There-fore att bis yonge men bene 
Freshe I-armeae be-fore pe quene. 8964 


honge, 

Were it shorte 
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Amongu hem stonte Partonope. 

Putt bevy and thoughtfutt is he, 

Be-holdyng fe be&ute of his lady, 

So fay re, so fresshe, and so sernely, 

Stondyng be-fore hym gay arrayed. 

No wonder Jxjugh he were dismayed 
To pinke how lovyng to hym ahe had be, 
And )>ruw his deffaute att loste had he. 

His heere gan warpe, his colour gan chaunge, 
Seyng his lady to hym so straunge, 

That at his witt was wonte to be. 

Sore a-bnsshed on hir }>o loked lie, 

Thinkyng how he had hir be-trayed. 

Gretely perof was he dismayed. 

Yite neuer )>e latter, with-outen lese, 

To J»is lady he gan to prese 

Porto haue prayde hir of mercy and grace 

Before att folke in )>at place. 

Wrake aspied wele be his manere 
And be J>e chaungyng of liis chere, 

He was a-boute to play foly. 


8968 

8972 

[leaf US, back] 

8976 

8980 

8984 


among tlie 
others before 
the Queen, 
thoughtful 
and sad. 


He is on 
the point 
of asking 
his Lady's 
pardon 
publicly, 

in spite of 

Urake’s 

warning. 
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A-monge hem) stont PartanojK.*. 

Futt hevy and thoughtfutt ye he, 
Be-holdyng the beaute of this lady, 

So fayre, so fressch, and soseniely, 8958 
Stonding be-fore hyra) gay a-rayed. 

No wonayr thought he were dyemayed 
To thenk how loveng to hym) she had 
be, 

And throw his defannte att lost had 
he. 8972 

His hert gan) qwappe, his coloure gan) 
change, 

Seeyng his lady to hym) so straunge, 
That atte hys wytt was wont to be. 

Sore a-basshed on) her loked he, 8976 
Thenkyug how he had her be-trayed. 

Gretely there-of was he dysmayed. 

Y et neuer the latter, wyth-outen) lese, 
To this lady he gan) to prees 8980 
For to a prayed her of mercy and grace 
Be-fore att folk in that place. 

Vrak aspyed wett be hys manere 
And be the chaungyng of his chere, 

He was aboute to play foly. 8985 


Bawl. MS. 

Amonge hem stont Partoimpe. 

Futt heuy and }>oughtfutt is he, 
Be-holdynge beute of his lady, 

So feyre, so freshe, and so symly, 8968 
Stondynge be-fore hym gay arrayde. 

No wonder }>ough he were dyssmaydc 
To thynke howe louywge to hym Si.e 
hade be, 

And |x>rwe his defaute att loste hade 
he. 8972 

His hert gan whape, his coloure 
chaunge, 

Seynge nis lady to hym so stronge 
That at his witt was wont to be. 

Sore abasshede on here lokede he, 8976 
Thynkynge howe he hade heie be- 
trayede. 

Gretly >er-of he was dysmayde. 

Yet neuer the later, wttA-out lese, 

To pis lady he gan) to prese 8980 
To praye here of mercy and grace 
Before att folke in J>at place. 

Wrake aspyde in his manere 

And be changynge of his chere, 8984 

He was aboute to pley folye. 

8984. or ehongyng*. 
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But be can¬ 
not preiut 
through the 
crowd. 


Vpon a stole she dressed hir hye, 

And hoved oscaunse : “ Take heede of me, 
And pinke what I haue charged pe.” 

But aH for nought he toke noone heede 
Of hir counseyUe, ne of hir rede. 

But was in purpose his lady fully 
Of his trespass per to aske mercy. 

And openly pere to haue know be. 

But yite it happed pat lette was he : 

Hir beaute so highle gan encrese 
In aH pe sight of pis grete prese, 

That they so pikk a-boute hir stode, 
Jjoughe Partonope for love had ben wode, 
He rayght not hir come to in no wise. 

His felawes hir beaute gan so devise, 
Takyng grete heede of hir semely-hede, 
Vpon a benche an highe as she stole, 
Euen pere vp right atte deyse. 

That aH men pat were in pe paleyse, 

Of hir myght haue fuH pe sight. 


8988 


8992 


8996 


9000 


9004 


Univ. Coll. MS. 

Vpon) a stools She dressed here hygh. 
And hoved a-scaunse : “ Take heae of 
me, 8987 

And thenk what I haue charge[d] tho. ” 
But ait for noght he toke none hede 
Of her counsay it, ne of her rede, 

But was in purpose hys lady fully 
Of his trespas there to aske mercy, 8992 
And openly there to haue know be. 

But yet hit happed that lett was he : 
Her beaute so nyghly ganne enorese 
In ait the syght of this grete prese, 8996 
That they so Thykke a-ooute her 
stote 

Thoght Partanope for love had bene 
wode, 

He myght not here come to [in] no wyse. 
His felaws her beaute So gan) devyse,* 
Takyng grete hede of her semely- 
hode, [leaf 77, bock] 9001 

Vpon) a bench an) hygh as she stoode, 
Even) there vp ryght at the deyse. 

That ait men) that were in the paleys. 
Of her myght haue fuii the syght, 9005 

11. BOOO-Ol inverted in MS. 


Ratal. MS. 

Vppon) a stole she dressede hir hye, 
Ana houyde as-scaunce : “ Take hede 
of me, 8987 

And thynke what I haue chargyde the.” 
But ait tor nought he toke none hede 
Of here counsen, ne of here rede. 

But was in purpose his lady fully 
Of his trespas ) ier to aske mercy, 8992 
And oppynly per to haue knowe be. 
But yet it happyde pat let was he : 
Here beute so highly gan) encrese 
In ait pe sight or bis grete prese 8996 
1 That )>ey so thyse aooute here stode 

Though Partonope for lone hade be 
wode Ji leaf 7fl] 

He myght here come to [in] no wyse. 
His felowis here beute so gan devyse, 
Takenge grete hede of here symlyhede, 

Vppon a benche an hye she stode 9002 
Evyn) vpright at )>e doyse 
That ait men) bat were in Pe plase 
Of her myght naue fuii pe sight, 9005 
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Erie, baron), squyer, and knyght. 

Clones of golde a-boute bir were sprede; 
Hir to be-holde eiche man was gladde. 

Now wole I teti you how she was cladde : 
A mantiH honerable vpon she hadde 
Of rede satyn fuH good cremesyn), 

Furred wele with fyne Ermyne. [taaf m; 
A kyrtitt of pe same she hadde Yndre. 

Hir to be-holde was grete wondre, 

That with beaute euer nature 
Wolde so enbelice ony oo creature. 

For pat euer longed to fuH beaute, 

In hir persona a man myght se. 

It nedeth not of array more to teti, 

When pat of beaute she was pe beti. 

In myrrour to loke hadde she no nede 
Ne of ffresshe atyre, with-outen drede. 

For were she slepyng or elles a-wake, 

Of beaute had she no make. 

Ati pis while stant Partonope, 

Of his lady be-holdyng pe beaute. 

9025. or stont ? 


Th« Queen U 
wonderfully 

9008 dreeeed. 


9012 


9016 


9020 


and her 
lieauty luis 
no equal. 


9024 


Partonope is 
»o agitated 
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Erie, baron), Sauyer, and knyght, 
Clothis of gold a-boute her were 

spredde ; 9007 

Her to be-hold eche man) waa gladd. 
Now wott I telle yow how She waa 
cladde: 

A mantett honerable vpon) she had, 

Of red saten) futt good cremesyn), 
Furred weH wyth fyne Ermyn), 9012 
A kyrtytt of the same She had vndre. 
Hyr to be-hold was grete wondre, 

That wyth beaute euer nature 9015 

Wold so enbelyce ony oo creature. 

For that euer longed to futt beaute, 

In her persone a man myght see. 

Hit neayth [n]ot of aray more to telle, 
Whan) that of beaute She was the belt. 
In merrour to love had She none nede, 
Ne of fressh a-tyre, wyth-outen) drede. 
For were She slepyng or elles a-wake, 
Of beaute had she no make. 9024 

Alle this while stont Partanope, 

Of his lady be-holdyng the beaute. 

PARTONOPE. 


Rawl. MS. 

Erie, baron), Squyre, and knyght. 9006 
Clothis of golae aboute her were 
sperde ; 

Her to be-holde iche man) was glade. 

I witt tett you howe she was claae: 9009 

A m anti ft honorabitt on here she hade 
Of rede satyn futt good crymsyne, 
Furrede wett withlyoo Ermyne. 9012 
A kertitt of pe same she hade vnder. 
Hir to be-holde was grete wonder, 

That wj'tA beute euer nature 
Wolde so enbesitt ony o creture. 9016 
For pat euer longyde to futt beute, 

In here persone a man) myght see. 

Hit nedyth not of array more to tett, 
When) pat of beute she was the belt. 

In myrrour to loke hade she no nede, 
Ne of freshe atyre witA-out drede. 

For were she slepynge ore ettes awake. 
Of beute hade she no make. 9024 
Att pis while stont Partonope, 

Of his lady be-holdynge pe beute. 
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tliat he 
scarcely 
dares 
approach 
Die Queen. 


Vie takes 
the sword 
from Ills 
meek and 
irirds him 
with It 


No new love but oUle remembraunce 
Maketh hym stonde in suck a traunce. 

That sodenly he was brought in such a case, 
He wist not wele where he was. 

And of ))« haue ye no mervuylle. 

For ati his fel&wes, with-outen fayle, 

Were so highely caught with liir beaute, 
That nye in pe same plito were he. 

What for shame and basshednes 
Partonope darre not prow the prees 
Passe to his lady pe ordre to take. 

Who was pen wo but good Wroke 1 
So with grete feere atte laste 
A-shamed to pe grounds his hede he caste, 
That Melior in no wise shuld se 
How he, pat false Partonope, 

What with shame and xvit/i grete fere, 

To his lady he neghed were. 

From his nekke she toke his swerde, 
A*boute his medle )>o it gyrde, 

And in suche a wise hir girdyng he felte, 


9028 


9032 


9036 


9040* 


9044 


Unit. Coll. AIS. 

N o new love but old remenbraunse 
Make hym) stood in such a traunse 
That sodenly he was brought in such 
case, 9029 

He wyet not wele where he was. 

And of this haue ye no mervayle. 

For aft his felaws, wyth-outen) nay,9032 
Were so highly caught wyth her beaute, 

That nve in the same plyte were he. 
What for shame and basshednes 
Partanope dare not throw the prees 9036 
Passe to his ladydy the ordy to take, 
Who was than) who but goode Vrak ? 
So wyth grete fere att laste U«* f 78) 
A-shamed to the ground his face he 
cast, 9040 

That Melioure in no wyse shuld see 
How he, that false Partanope, 

What wyth shame and wyth grete feere, 
To his lady he neyghed nere. 9044 

From) his nek she to[ke] his swerd. 
A-boute his meddytt tho hit gerd. 

And in such a wvse her gyrdyug he 
felt, 


Jlavol. MS. 

Ho newe loue but olde remembraunce 
Maketh me stonde in soyche »traunce. 
So sodenly he was brought in soyche 
cas • 9029 

He wyste not weft where he was. 

Of pis haue ye no marvett. 

For att hys felowis, witA-out faitt, 9032 
Were so highly caught witA here 
beuute, t ,eaf back] 

That nye to pe same plyte were heye. 
What for shame and basshedenes 
Partonope dare not porwe the prese 
Passe to his lady pe order to take. 9037 
Who was pen) wo but good Wrake T 
So witA grete fere at pe laste 
Ashamyae to pe grounde his face he 
caste, 9040 

That Melyore in no wyse shulde se 
Howe he, Pat false Partonope, 

What witA shame and grete fere, 

To his lady he nyghede nere. 9044 
Fro his nylce she toke hia swerde, 

Abut his myddiii she it gyrde. 

And in soyche wyse his gyrdyuge he 
felt, 

11. 0)48-80 inverted in 3IS. 
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His herte as metallo jwn gan melt©. 9048 

When from hir depart© shuld [he], 

And ]>ough[t] it myght none o)wr wise be. 

His Eyen on hir sorowfuH he caste, 

And out© of hir presence he hiede fast©. n«ef m. backj 9052 
This ladye toke heede of his chere. 

She thought his |>orte and his manere 
Likened moche to Partonope. 

But ayeinwartl J>en thought she : 9056 

44 To ^inke Jus I haue grete wrouge, 

For sith he deyed it is go longe.” 

And )>erwith she turned hir to Wrake. 

41 Suster,” she seide, “ be Goddea sake, 9060 

This knyght truly, as pinketh me, 

Kesembleth of stature and beaut© 

That worthy, £at semely— n and perwitA she 

Of speche stinted, for in no degre 9064 

His name to sowne had she no myght. 

Hir herte so gretely was of )>e sight 
Of hym distraught, J»at as a lefe 

With wynde yshake, so quoke • hir bretlie, 9068 


Partonope 

goea a wav 

•orrowfaL 


The Qaeeu i 
think* the 
knight 
reeemblee 
Partonope. 


In mention¬ 
ing it to 
Urake aheis 
ao troubled 
that the 
cannoteren 

E ronoonce 
name. 


9068. MS. quake. 
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His hert as metatt than) gan) melt. 9048 
Whan) from) her depart© sliulde. 

And thoght hit myght non) other-wyse 
be, 

His eyn)on)hersoro\vfutty he cast,9051 
And onto of her presena he hyed fast. 
T’Hia lady toke nede of hia chere. 

She thoght hia port and hia 
manere 

Lekened moch to Partanope. 

But a-yen)-ward than) thoght She :9056 
1 ‘ To tnenk thia I haue grete wrong, 
For ayth he dyed hit ya go long. ” 

And there-wyth she turned her to Vrak. 
" Suater,” she sayd, “ be Goddea sake, 
Thia knyght truly, aa thenketh me, 
Reaembleth of stature and of beante 
That worthey, that aemely — ” and 
ther-wyth she 

Of speke stynted, for in no degree 9064 
His name to aowne had She no myght. 
Her hert ao gretely was of the ayght 
Of hym) dyatr&ught that as a lefe 
Wyth wynde 1-aake / so quoke her 
breth. 9068 


Hia hert as metatt J>en gau) mylte. 9048 
When) from hir depart© shulde he, 
And >ought it myght none o>er be, 

Hia eyen) on hir aodenly he caste, 9051 
And out of hire presence he hyede fast©. 
1 Thia lady toke hede of his chere. 

She )>ought his port and his maner 


Lykenede moche to Partonope. 

But ayen-warde J>en) }*>ugbt she : 9056 
“To thynke pis 1 haue grete wronge, 
For 8ethe he dyede it is goo longe. 
There-witA she turnede here to Wrake. 
“Syater,”she seyde, “be Goddea sake, 
Thia knyght truly, os thynketh me, 
Resemblyth of stature and of beute 
That worthy, Jwt symly," and ther- 
witA she 

Of apeche styntyde, for in no degre 9064 
Hia name to sowne hade she no myght. 
Here hert so gretly was of >e sight 
Of hym dyaatraught |>at at a lefe 
WitA wynde Ianake, ao quoke here 
bretlie. 9068 
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Putonope Is 
now cone to 
his chamber. 


Hs longs 
for tbs 
tournament, 


Hir lierte, hir lymmes eke so tremeled. 

His name in no wise coupe she rede. 

Thus stode* pis lady amonge hem ail. 

Ofte was she in wiH hym to caH, 

But o ping made hir stonde in drede : 

It hadde ben ayeinst hir womanhede. 

Now is Partonope, pis new knyght, 

Gone to his chamhre, and hap pe sight 
Of hir loste pat he now loveth beste. 

His herte is sette in lytiH reste. 

For olde love and new desyre 
Hath sette his herte so hote on fyre, 

That aH his sprites with hym be 
So troubled pat to bedde gope he, 

And leyth hym downe per to reste. 

Now may he pinke what hym liste. 

Many mervelouse pought pinketh he. 
u Now, lorde God,” seide he, “ when shutt be 
This tumement, pere as I myght 
Prefe my-self to be a knyght 1 
Lorde, wheper I shall lyve to pot day 

9071. MS. This seide. 


9072 


9076 


9080 


9084 


9083 


Univ. Coll. MS. 

Her hert, her lywimes eke so tremelod, 
His name in [no] wyse cowde she rede. 
Thus etode this lady a-monge hem) att. 
Ofte was She in wytt hym catt, 9072 
But oo thing made her stond in drede : 


Hit had bene a-yenet her woman-hede 
VT Ow ys Partanope, this new knyght, 
Gone to his chambre, and hath 
the syght 9076 

Of her lost that he now loveth best, 

1 His hert ys sett in lytett rest, 

For old love and new desyre I 1 leaf"8.b»ckj 
Hath sett his hert so hote on fyre, 9080 
That att his spyrytej wvth hym) be 
So trobled 1 that to bedde gotn he, 

And lyeth hym) doune there to rest. 
Now may he thenk whath hym) lyst. 
Many mervayles thought thenketh be. 
"Now, lord God,” sayd he, "whan) 
shatt be 9086 

This turnement, There a[s] I myght 
Preve my-self to be a knyght! 9088 

Lord, wedyr I shatt leve tytt that day, 


Kawl. MS. 

Here hert, her lymes eke so tremblyde. 
His name in no wyse couthe she rede. 

1 Thus stode pis lady amonge hem att. 
Ofte was she in witt hym to catt, 907 !£ 
But o tliynge made here stonde in 
drede : [i leaf 77J 

Hit hade ben ayen here womanhede. 

Nowe is Partonope, pis newe knyght, 
Gon to his chambir, and hathe sight 

Of here pat he louyth beste. 9077 
His hert is set in lytitt reste. 

For olde loue and newe desyre 
Hathe set his hert so sore a fyre, 9080- 
That att his sj>er[it]is witA hym be 
So trublede pat to bede goth he, 

And leyde hym downe per to reste. 
Nowe may he thynke what he lyste. 
Many a mervelus Pougli thynketh he. 

" Nowe, lorde God,” seyde he, " when 
shatt be 

This turment, per as I myght 
Preae my-selfe to be a knyght ? 9088 

Lotde, where I shatt leue to pat day, 
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Then wote I vrele, witA-outen nay, 

I shall be at pat Tumement. [leaf mj 

For herte ami strength, pat God haj) lento 9092 

To me, I shall spende, be I neuer so sore 
Hurt©; for wole I wote and knowe a-fore, 

I shall pen se my sourreyn leche. 

And hir beante shall so me refresshe, 9096 

That in armes me shall teche, 

Thoughe my stroke be harde or nesshe, 

Of myn enemeys I wole not sette a risshe.” 

Thus lieth this knyght Partonope, 9100 

Hym-self avauntyng faire and fre, 

And in presnmpc[i]on) falleth sore, 

He weneth to liaue )>e degre perton. 

All pis made love, I vndertake. 9104 

To hym perwith come Wrake, 

And to a privere chamber hym ledde. 

And )>ere hym made reste on a bedde. 

There was he saufe and oute of sight, 9108 

And pere a-bode till it was nyght. 

Oute of J>e halle gothe Meliore. 


wh*r« h« 

will M* 
Mel lor. 
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Than) wot® I wele, wyth-outen) nay, 

I shaft b« at that turnement. 

For hert and strength that God hath 
lent 9092 

To me, be I neuer to sore, I shaft spend 

Hurt; for weft I wote and know a-fore, 
I shaft there see my souerayn leche. 
And her beante shaft so me ref reach, 
That in arrays me 9haft teche, 9097 
Thought my stroke be hard or nasshe, 
Of inyn) Enmys this knyght wott not 
not sett a rych.” 

Thus lyeth this knyght PartanoDe,9100 
Hym-sellf a-vauntyng fayre ana free, 
And in preaumpcion) falyth sore, 

He weneth to liaue the gree there-fore. 
Aft this made love, I vndyr-take, 9104 
To hym) ther-wyth come Vrak, 

And to a pry vyer chambere hym) ledde, 
And there hym) made reste on) a bedde. 
There was he safe and out of syght, 9108 
And there he a-bode tyft hit was derke 
nyght. 

Out of the haft goth Melior, 


RawL MS. 

Then) wot I weft, witA-out nay, 

I shaft be at >is turment, 

For hert and strenght, pat God bathe 
lent 9092 

Tome, I shaft spende, be I neuer so 
sore 

Hurt; for weft I wot and knowe afore, 
I shaft per se my souerayne leche. 

And here beute shaft so me refreshe, 
That in armes me shaft teche, 9097 
Though my stroke be harde ore nesshe, 
Of myne enemys I witt not set a 
ruaahe." 9099 

IT Thus lyeth >is knyght Partonope 
Hym-selfe avantynge fevre and fre, 
Aud in prosumpcion) fauyth sore, 

He wenyth to haue the gre )>er-fore. 
Aft pis made loue, I vndertake. 9104 
To hym {xrr-witA come Wrake, 

And to a preuyere chambir hym lede. 
And made hym reste vppon a bede. 

1 Ther was he safe and out of sight, 

And per abode titt it wan nyght. 9109 

[i leaf 77, back) 

But of f>e haft gothe Melyore. 
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Malior 

Imtm 

the hall, 
lovesick 
and afflicted. 


Urake and 
Partonope 
go on board, 


Hir hede, she seide, oke fuH sore, 

With hem myght she no lenger bide. 

She seide: “ Wele mote ye att be-tyde.” 

And toke hir leve in corteyse wise. 

Better pen I can teH or devise. 

Love-seke she was, with-outen doute, 

Grete grefe she felt all a-boute. 

The fyres darte of love so smerte 

Sojwilled hadde hir meke herte, 

That flesshe and blode, bode and veyne 

Was fulfilled with grete peyne. 

Therfore myght wele fayre Meliore 

Sey hir hede oke pan fuH sore. 

The day is paste, and now cometh Eve. 

Of hir auster Wrake toke hir leve. 

_ • 

Hir meany metith with hir anoone. 

Partonope she Cleped, and forpe they gone 

To )>e haven, where as pe shipp of flote 

Was she founde redy, and pen a bote 


9112 


9116 


9120 


9124 


9128 


meany calle, and pat in haste. 
The bote to hir they rowed faste. 


[leaf 115, back] 


Univ. Coll. MS. 

Her hede, she sayd, ooke futt sore. 
Wyth hem) mygtlt she no lenger 
a-byde. 9112 

She sayd : “ Wele mote ye att be-tyde,” 
And toke her leve in curteys wyse, 
Better than) I can) telle or devyse. 
Love-ayke She was, wyth-outen) doute, 
Grete greet She felt att a-boute. [leaf 70] 
The fyres dart of love so smert 9118 
So threlled hadd her meke hert, 

That flesch and blood, bone and veyne 

Was futt-fytted wyth grete payne. 
There-fore myght fayre Melior 9122 

Sevher hede ooke futt sore. 

>PHe day ys past, now cometh eve. 
Of her suster Vrak taketh leve. 
Her meyne meteth wyth her a-none. 
Partanope She clepytn, and forth they 
gone 9127 

To the haven), where as the ship afiote 
Was She fonde redy, and than) a bote 
Her meyne catt, and that in hast, 9130 
The bote to her they Rowed fast. 


Bawl. MS. 

Here hede, she seyde, oke futt sore. 
With hem myght she no lenger abyde. 

She seyde " att mot ye wett be-tyde.” 
And toke her lene futt courtesly, 9114 
Better pen I con tett in fey. 

Loue-seke she was, witA-out doute, 
Crete grefe she felt att aboute. 9117 
The fere dart of loue so smerte 
So thrillede hade here meke herte, 

That fleshe and blode, senewe and 
veyne 

Was futt-fillede with grete payne. 9121 
There-fore myght wen feyre Melyore 
Sey here hede pen oke sore. 

II The day is paste, and come is eve. 
Of hir syster Wrake taketh leue. 9125 
Hir meyne metyth witA here anone. 
Partonope she clepyth, and furth pey 
gone 

To Pe hauyn), where as pe schipe afiote 
Was she founde redy, and pen a bote 
Here meyne catt, and pat in haste. 9130 
The bote to hir pey rowdie faste. 
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The 8hipmen hir heylen xrtUi good chere, 
To shippe they rowe att in fere. 

The ahipp when they were entred att, 

The maiater maryner his men did catt 
And bade hem faste pe ankere vp hale. 
The saile perwith they made avale, 

And forpe they sayle afore pe wynde. 

A better saylere can no man fynde, 

Then wns pat ahipp at my devise. 

With Wrake per was Persewiae, 

That loved 8ome folke per futt urele. 

But 80 frowarde turned fortune hia whele, 
That was not be-loved agayne, 

Ranked be fortune, ao may we aeyne. 

For 8he pat I love with aH my herte, 
Gifeth liteH forae how aore I smerte. 

The ahipp I spake of, was futt good. 

Futt faste he sayleth prow pe flode, 

80 pat within a litett while 
They be come save into pe lie 
Of Salence with-oute any affray, 

On morowe be pan it was day. 


9132 


9136 


9140 


9144 


9148 


9152 
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The sliyppemen) here keylyn) wyth 
good chere, 9132 

To Shipp they Row att in feere. 

The shipp whan) they were entred att, 
The mayeter marener hya men) dyd catt, 
And bad hem) fast the anker vp hale. 
The sayle ther-wyth they made a-vale, 
And forth the sayle afore the wvnde. 
A better sayler can) no man) fynde 
That was that Ship at ray devyse. 9140 

That loved aom) folk there ryght wele, 
But so fro ward turned fortune his 
whele. 

That was not be-loved ayen), 9144 
Thanked be fortune so may whe seyn), 
For she that I love wyth att my hert, 
Qvfeth lytett forse how sore I smert. 
The Ship I spak of, was futt goode. 
Futt fast he sayleth thorow the flode, 
So that wyth-yn) a lytett while 9150 
They be come safe in-to the yle 
Of Salence wyth-onten) ony affray, 

On) raorow be than) hit was day. 9153 




The shipmen her haitt with g< 
chere. 9132 

To shipe pay rowe att in fere. 

The schipe when) >ey were entyrde att, 
The master marener hia men dyde catt. 
And bade hem faste pe ankere vp hale. 
The saitt per-with pey dyde avale. 9137 
Forthe pey saitt afore pe wynde. 

A better saylere can) no man) fynde, 
Than) was pat shipe at my devyse. 9140 
With Wrake per was Percewyse, 

That louvde som folke per right welt. 
For so frowarde turnede fortune hia 
while, 

That was not be-louyde agayne, 9144 
Thankede be fortune, so may we seyno. 
For she pat I lone with att my herte, 
\Geuyth lytitt fora, pought I sore smert 
The shipe I spake of, was futt goode. 
Futt faste she saylede porwe pe flode, 
So pat with-in a lytitt while [»loaf 781 
They be come faste in-to be lie 
Of Salence with-out ony fray, 9152 

On morwe be pat it was day. 
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and return 
to Valence. 


One day 
Partooopa 


Oute gothe )>e ankere, downe go)>e )>e saile. 
Wrake hath ouercome wele hir travaylle. 
To bote they gone and straight to londe. 
The maryners they leve on pe stronde. 
Wrake bade hem ofte fare wele, 

And for)>e she gothe to hir castett. 

With &H hir meanv )>ere she mette. 

On knees louly they hir grate, 

And of hir cornyng were full gladde. 

To stonde vp-right hem att she bade, 

And into hir chambre straight she gothe. 
In shorte tyme after horde and clo^e 
War leide, for it drew faste to pry me. 
Sone after Wrake come in to dyne, 

And with hir brought Partonope; 

Of mete ^ere laked no deynte. 

Thus day be day they fare right wele. 

But Partonope make)) grate dole. 

So longe comyng is )>e day. 

His armes ofte do)>e he assay. 

V pon a day, soone after }>e asscenc[i]on), 


[l(*f 116] 


9156 


9160 


9164 


9168 


9172 
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Oats goth the anker, douu) goth the 
Sayle. 

Vrak hath ouer-come wele her travayle. 
To bote they gone and streyght to 
lond. [‘leaf 79, back] 9156 

‘The manners they leve on) the atrond. 
Vrak bad hym) ofte fare wele, 

And forth She goth to her castett. 
Wyth alle her meyne there she mett 
On) kneys lowly the her grate, 9161 
And of her comyng were futt glad. 

To stond yp-ryght hem) att 8he bad, 
And to her chamber streyght 8he 
goth. 9164 

In short tyme after boord and cloth 
Was leyd, for hit drew fast to pryrae. 
8one after Vrak come in to dyne, 

And wyth her brought Partauope ; 

Of mete ther lakkea no deynte. 9169 
Thus day by day they fare ryght wele, 
But Partanope maketh nioche dele, 

8o long Comyng ys the day. 9172 
His Armys ofte doth he assay. 
T/Ton)* day, sone after the assen- 
cion). 


Ont gotli >e ankere, downe goth >e 
sain. 

Wrake hath oner-come her travaitt. 

To bot >ey gon anti straight to londe. 


The manners pey leue on >e stronde. 
Wrake bade hem ofte fare wett, 9158 
And furthe she gothe to here castett. 

W itA att here meyne J>er she mete. 

On knees lowly )>ey here grate, 9161 
And of here comy[n]ge were futt glade. 
To stonde vpright she hem bade. 

In-to here chambir straight she gothe. 


In short tyme after borde and clothe 
W as leyde, for it drewe faste to prime. 
Sone after Wrake come in to dyne, 
And wttA here brought Partonope ; 

Of mete per lakede no deynte. 9169 
Thus day be day >ey fere right wett. 
But Partonope maketh meche dett 
So longe comy[n]ge is )>e day. 9172 
His armour ofte dothe he assay. 

U Vppon)a day, sone after ^e assencion). 
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When Bonnes light hath foysone SowiTtothe 

Of hete, after dynere faire Wrake 9176 

Yode to hir charabre, and fought to take 
Her reste, till J>e hote were a-go, 

And toke Persewise with hir and no mo. 

But so did not good Partono|>e. 9180 

Of any reste lititt heede toke he. 

Were it be desteny or be sorte, 

Vnwetyng of Wrake him to disporte 

To J>e see went, and toke a bote. 9184 Sew»boat 

The see was fay re, |>e weder was hote. 

And for^e he sayleth vp in the see 
A-fore pe wynde ; but when p&t he 

Horn ward wolde a turned ay ein, 9188 A violent 

J ’ wind carries 

The wynde was contmrie, it wolde not bene. him «.frto 

J 1 the isle of 

And perto it blew so sturdely, Tenedon. 

That perisshe hym dredde futt hugely. 

Shipmen seide they couthe not se 9192 

But ^at they moste serve pe see. 

So hidousely po the wynde gan blowe, 
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Whan) the Sonnes lyght hath foyson), 
Ofte hete, after dyner fayre Vrak 9176 
Yode to her chambere, and thought to 

take 

Her rest, tvtt the hete wer« a-goo. 

And toke Perse wyse witA her and no 
moo. 

Bnt so dyd not good Portanope 9180 
Of ony rest lytett goode he toke heede 
Wer* nit be aystyny or be sort, 

Vrak vn-wetyug of Vrak hym) to 
dysport 

To the see went, and toke a bote. 9184 
The see was fay re, the wedyr was hote. 
And forth he sayleth vp in the see 
A-for the wynd ; but whan) that he 
Homward wold a tvrned a-yen), 9188 
The wynde was contrayre, hit wold not 
bene. 

And therto hit blew so stordely, 

That perysch he hym) drad futt hugely. 

8ypmen) sayd they cowde not see 9192 
Bnt they must serve the se. 

So hidously tho the wynd gan) blow, 


Jiawl. MS. 

When) pe son-light hathe foyson) 

Of hete, after dyner fayre Wrake 9176 
Yede to here chambir, and pought to 
take 

Here reste, titt pe hete were goo. 

And toke Percewyse witA here and no 
mo. 

But so dyde not gode Partonope. 9180 
Of ony reste lytitf hede toke he. 

Where it be desteny ore be sorte,* 
Vn-wytynge of Wrake hym to dys- 
sporte 

To pe se went, and toke a bote. 9184 
1 The se was fey re, pe weder was hote. 
Furthe he saylyth vppon) pe se 
Afore pe wynde ; but when pat he 
Homwarde wolde a turnede ayen), 9188 
The wynde was contrary, it wolde not 
bene. P TS, iwck] 

And per-to it blewe so stordyle, 

Then per to be perisshede he wende 
verelye. 

Schipmen) seyde pey couth not se 9192 
But pat pey moste seme pe se. 

So hedyusly pe wynde gan blowe, 

0182. MS. forte. 
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There lire* 
Arman t, 
a fierce 
tyrant, 
who haa 
pleasure In 
alayiny and 
imprisoning 
other 
knlghta. 


Partonope 
and his men 
are arrested 
and shut up 
In a tower. 


The coete on no side coupe they knowe. 

So within a litytt while, 9196 

Magre her hede, into an lie 

They were dryve, where as they moste 

Ary ve, or ellee they ben but loste. 

This lie was named Tenodoen, 9200 

Where they att arryved bene. 

The lorde perof hight Armaunt, 

A devitt and n cursed tyraunt 

Large was he of body and a worthy knyght. 9204 

His moste Ioy was euer to fight; 

To lust and turney was att his play. 

Grete Ioy hadde he pen to assay 
To sle or mayme whom euer he 
And if it happed hym a worthy knyght 
To hurte or sle or elles mayme, 
perat wolde he laughe, and was full fayne. 

And if he put any man in prisone, 9212 

Oute ahuld he neuer for no Kaunsoue. 

When Partonope and his meany were 
In pat londe ary ved for grete feere 

Of pe hidouse tempest on pe see, 9216 


rayght fl«af ns, i»ck| 9208 
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The cost on) no svde cowde they know. 
So wyth-in a lytell while, [leefto] 9196 
Magre her hede, in-to an) yle 
They were dryve, where as they most 
A-ry ve or ell« they bene but loot 
This lie was named Tenodoen), 9200 
Where they att aryved bene. 

The lord there-of hyght Armaunt, 

A devytt and acusea tyraunt. 

Large was he of boay and worthey 
knyght. 9204 

His most Ioy was euer to fyght, 

To lust and turney was att his play. 
Grete Ioy had he than) to assay 
To sle or mayne whom) euer he mygftt. 
And yf that hit happed hym) a worth ey 
knyght 9209 

To hurt or ale or elles mayne, 

There-at wold he law, and was fayne. 
And yf he put ony may in pryson). 
Out shuld ne neuer for no raunson). 
Whan) Partanope had his raeyne were 
In that lond a-ryved for grete feere 
Of the hydous tempest or the see, 9216 
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The ooete in no wyse couthe pey knowe. 
So wttA-in a lytitt while, 9196 

Magre here hede in-to an ne 
They were dreve, where pey moste 
Aryue, ore ettee pey be but loste. 

This He was namyde Tenodone, 9200 
Where pey att aiyuede ben). 

The lorde per-of night Armant, 

A devitt and a coursede tyraunt. 

Large he was and a worthy knyght. 

His moste Ioye was euer to fight. 9206 
To Iuste and turney was his play. 
Grete Ioye hade he to assay 
To sle ore mayme whom he mygbt. 
And yef it hapede hym a worthy 
knyght 9209 

To hurt ore sle ore ettee mtnye 
Ther-at wolde he laugh and be fayne. 
And yef he put ony man) in preson), 
Out shulde he neuer for no raunson). 
When Partonope and his men) were 
In >at londe aryuyde for grete fere 
Of the hedyus tempeste of the se, 9216 
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And anoone in haste they jirgsted be 

Of men of £e contre, and forjie ladde 



To ^is Tyraunt; and Jwn futt gladde 

Of hem was he; and futt despitouselv 

On hem he loked; and ^eu futt sodenly 
With-oute talkyng or speche more 

Into a toure, where as futt sore 

9220 


They were fetered and stoked faste. 

On hem the dorres were shitte in hanie. 

9224 


Lo! how sodenly fortune her whele 

Hath • fro hym turned euery dele, 

And chaunged wele into sorowe. 

9228 

Fortune is 
inconstant. 

Lytle wende he )>at day be pe morowe 

To haue sowped in prisons of ^at tiraunte. 

Lytett ought a man to make a-vaunte 

Of wordly proeperi te or Jrerof Ioy have, 

For he ^at is destyned to be a knave, 

Lyyeth more in suerte £en doJ>e a lorde. 

This is sene att day, and so gothe )>e worhle. 

9232 


9227. Hath] MS. and. 

• 
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And a-non) in hut they a-reated be 
Of men) of the contre, and forth ladde 
To this tyraust: and than) futt gladde 
Of hem) was he / and futt dyapeteualy 
On) hym) he loked, and than) futt 
sodenly 9221 

Wyth-ou^e talkyng or spech more 
In-to a toure were ns futt sore 
They were and stokked fast, 9224 

On) hem) the dores were shett in fast. 
Lo ! How sodenly fortune her whele 
Hath fro hym) turned euery dele, 

And chaunged wele in-to so row. 9228 
Lytett wend he that day be the morow 
To hane sooped in pryson) of that 
tyraunt. 

Lytytt ought a man) to make a vanyte 
Of wordely prosp(er]ite or ther-of Ioy 
haue. 9232 

For he that ys deateyned to be a 
knowe, 

Leveth more in sewirte than) doth a 
lord. 

This ys seen) att day, and so goth the 
world [lMf 80 , bark] 

0219 MS. tyramt. 
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Anone in haste fwy ares ted e be 
Of men) of contre, and furthe lede 
To (ris tyrant; and ^en futt glade 9219 
Of hem was he ; and futt sputtuoalv 
On) hero he lokede ; and )>en sodenly 

WitA-out talkynge ore speche more 
In-to a toure, and )»n futt sore (irafTO] 
They were stokkede and fetterde faste. 
On hym )>e dores were barrede in haste. 
Lo! howe fortune sodenly here while 
Hathe fro hym tumede euery dette, 
And changy'de wett in-to sorwe. 9228 
Lytitt wenae he )>at day be )>e monre. 


0 per proeperi te ore Ioye )*y haue. 9232 

For he >at is dysstaynede to be a 
k naue, 

Leuytli more in suerte J»n dothe a 
lorde. 

This is sene att day, and so gothe 
worde. 
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Urmke and 
Fimvla arc 
In dmalr 
wb«n they 
And that 
Partoiiope 
has disa|»- 

pcarsd. 


At Manor's 
bidding ths 
two ladies 
repair to 
ths court. 


But now wole I tell of good Wrake 9236 

And of Persewy, pat now bene a-wake 
Fro slepe, and faste after Partonope 
Calle and depe; but where pat he 
Is become can no man sey. 9240 

Wrake for sorowe is poynte to dey, 

And Penewise also maketli moche moone. 

Hym forto seke is eiche man gone; 

But aH for nought it wole not be. 9244 

Loste fro hem is now Partonope. 

With hem is bo)>e Eve and morowe 

Wepyng and wayling and moche sorowe 

For pis knyglit pat pus is loete. 9248 

This life they endure vnto Pentecoste. pseriu] 

This lady queen Melior 
W rake hir s us ter hape sent fore 
With hir to be at pis grete feste. 9252 

Hir commaundment ne her heste 
Will she not brake, but maketh hir redy. 

And forpe she gothe, and also Pereewy 

Taketh with, and forpe they wente, 9256 
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But now wott I telle of goods Vrak 
And of Persewy, that now ben s-wske 
Fro slepe, end fast after Partanope 
Cab and clepe, but where that he 
Ys be-come can) no man) sey. 8240 

V rak for so row ys poy nte to dey, 

also mi 


maketh moche 


And Persewys 
mone. 


man) 


■--—-O ’I-- " — —” w -- 

Lost fro hem) ys now Partanope. 

Wyth hem) ys both even) and morow 
W epyng and waylyng and moch so row 


For this knyght that thus ys lost. 9248 
This lyfe they endure vn-to penteoost. 
f I’Hia lady queen) Meliore 
1 Vrak her suster hath seut fore 
Wyth her to be at this grete feat. 9252 
Her comaundement ne her hest 
Wott she not breke, but maketh her 
redy. 

Forth She goth, and also Persewy9255 
Taketh wyth, aud forth they went, 


H But nowe witt I tett of good Wrake 
And of Peroewyse, pat ben awake 9287 
From slepe, and after Partonope 
Catie and clepe ; but where pat he 
Ys be-come can) no man) seye. 9240 

Wrake for sorwe is povnt to dye, 

And Perccwyse maketh meche mone. 


Hym) for to seke is iche man) gon); 
But att fore nought, it wilt not be. 9244 
Loste fro hem is nowe Partonope. 
Witt hem is bothe euyn) and morwe 
Wepynge and weylynge and moche 
sorwa 

For pis knyglit, bat is pus loste. 9248 
This lyfe pey endure vnto pentycoete. 

U This lady quene Melyore 
Wrake here syster bathe sent fore 
WttA here to be at pis grete feste. 9252 
Hir commondenient ne here heste 
Witt she not breke, but makyth redy 


And furthe she gothe, and alsoPeroewy 
Takyth with here and furthe she went, 
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Partonope gretely eu er be-raent. 

Hevy they were and dull of chere. 

Meliore sawe wele be bir manere 

They were in hevynesse, and pen pought she : 

“ AH pis sorowe is now for me.” 

Therfore wole she make no question) 

Of hir diaeace, ne wete pe enchesone. 

Fro pat day vuto p« turnement 
In wo her lyfe euer they despent. 

Armaunt pat pus hath'in prisone 
Partonope, and pinketh for no Rannsone 
He shaft neuer be delyusred oute, 

Faste maketh hym redy, with-outen doute, 

To se pis turnement, pis grete feste. 

And for he wole know atte leste 
With hym he taketh speres xv*“ 

To gete hym prise, if it wole bene. 

To shipp he gothe, as I writon fynde. 

The tide is fayre ; atte will he hath pe wynde. 
In prisone feterid lieth Partonope. 

Armauntee wife grete haste Imp she 
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9264 
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Armant 
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9272 


9276 


Univ. CM. MS. 

Partanope gretely euer be-ment 9257 
Hevy they were and dutt of chere. 
Melionre eaw wele be here manere 
They were in hevynesse, and than) 
thoght she: 9260 

“ Att this sorow ys now for me." 
There-fore wort She make no question) 
Of her dyssesse, ne wyth the echoson). 
Fro that day vn-to the turnement 
in wo her lyfe euer they dyspent. 9265 
A Rmaunt that thus hath in preson) 
Partanope, and thenketh for no 
raunson) 

He shaft neuer be delyuered oute, 9268 
Fast maketh hym) redy, wyth-outen) 
doute, 

To se this turnement, this grete fest. 
And for he wott know at lest 9271 
Wyth him) he taketh speres fyftene 
To gete hym) prise, yf yt wott beene. 

1 To Ship he goth, as I wryten) fynde. 
pe tyde ys fayre, at wylle he hath the 
wynd. [i leaf 81 ) 9275 

In prisone fetered lyeth Partanope. 
Arroauntes wyfe grete hast hath she 
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Partonope gretely eucr be-ment. 9257 
Heuy pey were and dutt of chere. 
Melyore sawe welt be per manere 
They were in heuynes, and pen pought 
she: 9260 

“ Att pis sorwe is nowe for me." 

1 Ther- for wolde she make no qnestyon) 
Of here desseyse ne the encheson). 

From pat day vnto pe turment 9264 
In wo per lyues euer pev spent. 

H Armant patt pus hathe m preson) 
Partonope, and thynketh for no raun¬ 
son) [1 leaf 79, back] 

He shaft neuer be delyuerde oute, 

Faste makyth hym redy, witA-out 
doute, 9269 

To se pis turment, pis grete feete. 

And for he witt knowe at pe leste, 
WitA hym) he takyth speres xv 9272 
To get hym pryso, yef it wott bene. 

To schipe he goth as wretyn fynde. 

The tyde is fayre, at witt hathe 
wynde. 

In prison) feterde lyth Partonope.9276 
Arman ta wyfe grete haste hathe she 
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Hit wife 
goes to 
•Mthe 
prisoner*. 


She pities 
lirtonape, 
end is 
willing to 
let him out 
of prison 
on bail. 


Psrtonope 
pledges hi* 
faith to 


Till £es prisoners she haue sey. 

The l ayler she biildeth bryng )>e key, 

And in she gothe hym forto se. 9280 

She prayeth )>en faste to Partouope 
To be of good comforts and of chore. 

To bir answerith pis prisonere: 

“ Gladde in herte shall I neuer be, 9284 

Sith pis tumement I may not se." 

This Gentitt lady hadde grete pite 
Of his hevynesse, and pen seide she : 

" My faire frende, ye wote vrele how 9288 

Armannt in priaone hape pat you, 

And gif in charge highly to me [wm.uck} 

That ye be put in such suerte 

That when he is come home ayein, 9292 

In his prisone ye fonnde bene. 

Therfore I darre not lette you go 
In no wise, but it wer 1 so 

Ye myght me fynde good suerte, 9296 

Fro shame and harme to save me.”— 

“ Medame,” he seide, “ I wole you swere 
Be pe ordre of knyghthode pat I here, 


Univ. Coll. MS. 

Tv lie thise prisoner she haue sey. 

The layler she byddyth bryng the key 
And In She goth hym) for to se. 9280 

To be of good comfort and of chore 
To her answeryth this prisonere : 

“ Gladde in hert shaft I neuer be, 9284 
Syth this turnement I may not se.” 
rPHis gentett lady had grete pyte 
Of his hevynes, and than) sayd 
she: 9287 

“My fayre frend, yee wote wele how 
Arm ant in pryson) hath put yow, 

And gyf in ch&rg hyghly to me 
That ye be putt m such swertfe] 9291 
That whan) he ys come home ayen), 

In his ore preson) yee found been). 
There-for I dare not late yow goo 
In no wvse, but hit were soo 
Ye myght me fynd good sewyrte, 9296 
Fro shame and harme to saue me.”— 
“Madame,” he sayd, “I wott yow 
swere 

Be the ordyr of knyght-hod that I here, 


Bawl. MS. 

Titt pis preson she haue sey. 

The laylour she byddyth brynge pe key, 
And in she goth hem to se. 9280 
She preyseth faste Partonope 
To be of good comfort and of chere. 

To here answerde pis presonere : 

“ Glade in hert shaft I neuer be, 9284 
Seythe bis turment I may not se.” 

3 This lentitt lady hade grete pete 
f his heuynes, and pen) seyde she : 


" My fayre frende, ye wot weft howe 
Armant in preson hathe put you, 9289 
And gyf in charge highly to me 
That ye be put in soyche suerte 
That when) he is come home ayen), 9292 
In his preson) ye fonnde bene. 

Ther-for I dare not let you goo 
In no wyse, but it were so 
Ye myght me fynde good suerte, 9296 
Fro shame and harme to saue me. ”— 

“ Madam,” he seyde, “ I wift you 
swere 

Be pe order of knyghthode pot I here 
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Gife I scape from pens on lyve, 

Ayein to prisone I shall come as blyve. 
O per hostage fynde I ne can, 

But swere here to be your liege man.” 
And with pot worde he fell on kne. 
The lady of hym hadde grete pite, 

And wept full tendirly, and seide po : 

41 Sir, rise vp, for ye shuH go 
With-oute othe makyng or suerte. 

For ye seme truly forto be 
A gentiH man, whens euer ye come. 

Be your semelyhode a man may deme 
Tour cornyng ayein as my suerte. 

I put all in you. And if so be 
To prisone ye yelde you not ayein, 
Come Armaunt home, pen shall I bene 
To-drawe or brente or elles slaync. 

And sip that I am now so fayne 
To do for you pat you may pleace, 

Do so agayne pat I haue no diseace, 

Ne lese me life; for in his cruelte 


9300 retun ' *® 

"lien tb* 
toornmmtnfc 
is orer. 


9304 


Annan i's 
wife trusts 

9308 hlm - 


9312 


9316 


9320 
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Gyff I scape fro thens on) lyve, 9300 
A-yen) to pryson) I shaft come as blyfe. 
Osther hostage fynd I ne canne, 

Bat swere here to be yure leegemann).” 

And wvth that word he fyft on) knee. 
The laay of hym) had grete pyte, 9805 
And wept fuff tendyrly, and seyd 
thos 

“ 8yr«, ryse vn, for ye shaft goo 
Wyth-oute othe makyng or sewerte. 
For ye seme trewlv for to be 9309 
A gentyft man), wnens euer ye come. 
Be youre aemely-hode a man) may 
deme 

Yours comyng a-yen) as my sewerte. 

In putt aft in yow, and yf so be 9318 
1 To pryson) ye veld yow not a-yen), 
Come armed home, than) shaft I 
bene ji leaf SI, back] 

To-drawe or brent or elles slayne. 9818 
And syth that I am) now so fayne 
To do for yow that yow may please, 

Do so a-geyn) that I haue no dyssese, 
Ne lese my lyffe / ffor in his cruelte 9820 


Ravi. MS. 

1 Oyf I shape fro pens on lyue, 9300 
Ayen to preaon I shaft come blyue. 
Othir osstage fynde I ne can), 

But swere here to be your leyge 
man)." [» leaf SO] 9303 

And witA pat worde he fitt on kne, 

The lady of hym) hade grete pete, 

And wepte tenderly, and seyae po: 

“ Sir, ryse vpe, for ye shaft goo 
WitA-out othe makynge ore suerte, 

For ye seme truly for to be 9309 
A Ientitt man), whens euer ye come. 

Be your symlyhede a man) may deme 

Youre comy[n]ge ayen is my suerte. 

I put aft in you. And yef so be 9313 
To preson you yelde you not agayne, 
Come Armant home, pen shaft I bene 

To-drawe ore brent ore eftee slayne. 
And sethe pat I am nowe so fayne 
To do for you pat may you pleae, 9318 
Do so ayen bat I haue no dysseyse, 

Ne lese my lyfe ; ffor in pis crewelte 
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and pro¬ 
vide* him 
with a steed, 
a silver 
shield 
and gool 
anna. 


If Partonope 
does not 


He rekketh lityft pough I sluyne be. 

At pis tyme for you pis wole I do. 

Arxne you right wele, and lette you go. 

A stede ye shaft haue pat is so wight. 

Be then ye knowe hym, grete delite 
Wift ye haue on hym to ride. 

A better stede may no man [stride]. 

A sadyft to hym he shaft haue mete, 

The brideft and pe croper with golde ybete. 

Of bright syluer shaft be your shelde, 

A better shaft noone come in )>e felde. [learns] 
A ape re shaft ye haue, and peron a getone, 
Wele I-bete with siluer, pat passeth pe arsone. 
It shaft hauge of pe sadift pat ye in ride. 


A swerde ye shaft haue be your side, 
And for your love I wole [you] it lene, 
Horde and pliaunte and eke right kene. 
And if God sende you pat grace 
Fro pe turnement on lyve into pis place 


9324 


9328 


9332 


9336 
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He rekketh lyteft tbogtl ] slavn) be. 

At this tyme for yow this won I do. 
Anne yow rygfit weft, and late yow 
goo. 

A steede ye shaft haue that >s so 
wyrfit. 9324 

Be than) ye knowe hym), in grete 
delyte 

While ye haue on) hym) to rvde. 

A better steede may no man) stryde. 

A sadytt to hym) he shaft haue mete, 
The Brydett and the Cropor wytti g**ld 
I-bete. 9329 

Of bryght selusr shaft bo your sheld, 

A better shaft none come in the feeld. 
A spere shaft ye haue, and there-on) a 
geton), 9332 

Wele 1-bete wytfi syluer, that passith 
the arson). 

Hit shaft hang / of the Sadytt that ye 
in ryde. 

A swerd ye shaft haue be youre syde, 
And for you re love I wott yow hit lene, 
Hard ana pliant and ryght kene. 9337 

And yf Ood send yow that grace 
Fro the turnement on) lyve in-to this 
place 


Bawl. MS. 

He rekketh lytift )>ough I alayne be. 

At pis tyme for you pis witt 1 do. 9322 
Arme you right weft, and let you 
goo. 

A strde ye shaft haue pat is wight. 

Be pen ye knowe hym, grete delyte 

W itt ye haue on hym to ryde. 9326 
A better stede may no man stryde. 

A sadift to hym ye shaft haue mete, 
The bryditt and cropere witA golde 
bete. 9329 

Of bright syluer shaft be your shelde, 
A better shaft none come in pe felde. 

A spere ye shaft haue and per-on 



arson). 

Hit shaft honge in sadift pat ye in 
ryde. 

A swerde ye shaft have be yours syde. 
For youre loue I witt it you lene, 9336 
Harae and pliaunt and eke right 
kene. 

1 And yef God sende you pot grace 
Fro pe tunnent alyue in-to pis place 

P leaf 80, back] 
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Saufe and sounde to Retoume ayein, 

In my kepyng pen shati ye bene. 

And be ye ones in dispo8ic[i]on), 

I hope to gete you oute of prisone. 

And if in turnement ye happe to deye, 

My Ioy is gone, )>en may I sey, 

And Armaunt come home *yein, 

With his swerdehe wole me slene. 
Thinketh what I do for your love nowe. 
My life, my dethe lieth all in yon.” 

Highly hir thanked pen Partonope 
But I can not wele sey where she 
Hath wisely done, or as elles a foie. 

Sith he is pus passed pe Iayle 

His armour to hym delyuered hath she. 

In pe nyght to shipp straight gope he, 

And to Chiefdoiere, where as pe turnement 
Shuld be holde, pidder hath he ment 
To sayle; he was lothe to be by-hynde 
But wele with hym was not pe wynde, 
Whereof hym-self gan faste dismay. 

The shipmen seide they wolde assay 


/ 


return 
in time, 
Armnnt 
is sure to 
kill her. 



9344 


9348 


9352 


Partonope 
satis to 

9356 Cltef d'OIr*, 


bat the wind 
being on- 

9360 favourable. 
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Saue a aonne to retorne a-yen), 9840 
In my kepyng than) shaft ye been). 
And oe ye onys in dyspoeicion), 

I hope to gete yow oute of prison). 

And yf in turnement ye happe to dye, 
My Ioy ys gone, than) may I sey, 9345 
And arment come home ayen), 

Wytli this Swerd he wold me slene. 
Thenketh what I do for youre love 
now. 9348 

My lyfe, my deth lyeth aft in yow. ” 
Hyghly her thanketh than) Partanope. 
But 1 can) not wele sey where she 
Hath wysely done, or as elles a foie. 

1 Sytft he ys thus passed the Iaole, 9858 
His armed to dyliuered hath she, 

In the nyght to Ship streyght goth he, 
And to Chyef doyre, were as the turne¬ 
ment l 1 l«»f 821 9355 

Shuld be hold, thedyr hath he ment 
To sayle ; he was loth to be by-hynde. 
But wele wyth hym) was not the wynd, 
Where of hym-self ganne fast dysmaye. 
The Shipmen) sayde they wold a8say 

PARTONOPE. 
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Safe and sounde to retorne ayen), 9340 
In my kepynge J>en) shaft ye ben. 

And be ye onys in dyssposicion). 

I hope to gete you out of preson). 

And yef in turment ye hape to dye, 

My loye is gon, J>en shaft I sey, 9845 
And Armant come home ayen, 

WitA his swerde he witt me slene. 
Thynketh what I do for you nowe. 

My-selfe, my deth lyeth in you.” 9349 
Highly hir thankede Partonope. 

But I can) not weft sey where she 
Hathe wysly don), ore eft« as a foie. 
Sethe he (>us pasaede )>e gaioeft, 9353 
His armour hym delyuerde hathe she. 
In >e nyght streight gothe he, 

Ana to Chife doyre, where Jw turment 
Shalde be holde, dethir hathe he 
ment 9357 

To saitt ; he is lothe to be by-hynde. 
But weft witA hym was not J>e wynde, 
Where of he gan) sore dysmay. 9360 
The shipmen) seyde pey wolde assay 
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he lands 
ten miles 
from the 
town. 


As he rides 
through the 
forest which 
he knows 
su well, 


To Chief-doiere right wele hym bryng. 

And if the wynde wolde for no ping 
Serve hem wele to bryng hem fere, 

They wolde aryve then ellea where 
Fro pe turnement but z. myle, 

Where he on londe in ehorte while 
He myght it ride, and pen Partonope 
Proyde hem ati it myght so be. 

Of the lady hath he take leve; 

His hye troupe now wole she prove. 

He sayled forj>e, and or mydnyght (ie»r ns, Ucici 
To pat porte he come fuH right, 

Where as nedes he moste aryve. 

He maketh no tarying, but as bly ve 
Gothe to londe, and armeth hyra bright. 

Into his sadile he lepeth futt light. 

The shipmen att he biddeth fare wele, 

And forpe he rideth armed in stele. 

To* Chief-doire he hath ten myle. 

Be then he hadde riden but a while, 

He was entred into pe foroste, 

9380. To] MS. The. 


9364 


9368 


9372 


9376 


9380 
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To Chyfe doyre ryght wele hym) bryng 
And yf the wynd wold for no thing 9383 
Serve hem) wele to bryng hem) there 
They wold a-ryfe thanne elles where 
Fro the turnement by x myle, 9366 

Where he in lond in short while 
He myght hit ryde / and than) Par- 
tanope 9368 

Prayed hym) att hit myght so be. 

Aff the lady hath he take leve ; 

^ His high troghth now wott she 
preve. 

Hesayleth forth, and or mydnyght 
To that port he came futt ryght, 9373 
Where as nedys he muste a-ryve. 

He maketh a tarying, but as bvlyve 
Goth to lond, and armed hym) bryght, 
In-to his sadytt he lepeth futt ryght. 
The Ship-men) att he byddeth fare wele, 
Forth he rydeth armed in steele. 9379 
To Chyef doyre he hath ten) myle. 

But than) he had ryden) but a while, 
He was entred in to the forest 


Jtawl. MS. 

To Chyfe deoyre hym to bryuge. 

And yef pe wynde for nothynge 
Seme hym to brynge hym pere, 9364 
They wolde arryue ettes where 
Fro pe turment but x myle, 

“ Were ye on londe in short whyle 
Ye mygnt it ryde, "ond pen Partonope 

Prayede hem att it myght so be. 9369 
IT Of hir he hathe take leue ; 

His trouthe nowe witt she preue. 

l [leaf 81] 

He saylede forth, and ore mydnyght 
To pat port he come futt right, 9373 
Where as nedes he moste aryue 
He makyth no tarynge, but as blyue 
Gothe to londe, and armede hym right. 
In-to his saditt he lepyth light. 9377 
The shipmen att he bvddyth fare wett, 
1 And furthe he rydyth armede in stett. 
Then to Chyfe doyre he hathe x myle. 
Be pen) he hathe redyn but a wyle, 9381 
He was ente/yde in to pe forests, 
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Where as he futt many a beste 

1 

387 

Was full wilde he hadde made tame. 

There-in to hunte was att his game. 

Att pat was, it is go futt yore. 

Therein he hath sley many a bore. 

9384 


The wey to pe castett he knew po wele. 

Yit hadde he in his herte hope care and dole, 
Thinkyng of pat was passed to-fore. 

Which Prow his lewdnesse he hath lore. 

9388 


Forth on his wey rideth Partonope, 

Hangyng his hede, as pough pat he 

Of wordely Ioy had yove right nought 

And as he rode pus in a thought, 

9392 


A knyght pat was futt large of body, 

9396 


His lymmes wele shape and pat passyngly, 


he Is over¬ 
taken by 

His heere was bloy, I-medled some dele 

With white heeres, pat wonder wele 


an elderly 
knight, 

Be-come his visage, and pen he hadde 

A Rody berde and Eyen right gladde, 

There as the way was somwhat turnyng, 

9400 
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Where u he m futt many a beat 
Waa futt wyld he had made tame. 9384 
There In to hunt waa att his game. 

Att that was / hit ys go fntt youre. 
There-yn) he hath slayn) many a bore. 
The wey in-to the caatett he knew tho 
wele, 9388 


Thenkyng of that waa past a-fore, 
Which thorow his lewdenea he hath 
lore, 

"I^Orth on) his way rydeth Partanope, 
- 1 - Hangyng his hede, aa thogh 
tha[t]he flesfW, Uck) 9393 
Of wordely Ioy had yove ryght noght. 
And as he rod thus in a thoght, 

A knyght that was futt large of body. 
His lymmea wett shape ana that paaa- 
yngly, 9397 

Hia here was bloy, I-medeled som) dele 
Wyth whytte herea that wondyr wele 
Be-corae nis vysage / and than) he 
hadde 9400 

A rody herd and yen) ryght gladde, 
There as the way was som-what turn¬ 
ing. 


Rawl. MS. 

Where as he futt many a bests, 

That waa wylde he made tame. 9384 
There-on to hunt was his game. 

Att Jwt was agoo futt yore, [leaf 81 ] 
Ther-in he hathe slayne many a bore. 
The wey to pe caatett he knewe wett. 

Yet hade he in bis hert bothe ca re and 
dote, 9389 

Thynkynge on pat waa paste afore, 
Which porwe his folye he hathe lore. 

IT Furthe on his wey rydyth Partonope, 
Hangynge his hede, as pough Jut he 

Of worldly Ioye hade gyf right nought. 
And as he roae pus in a pough t, 

A knyght pat waa futt large of body, 
His lymes wett shape and pat pass - 
yngly, 9397 

His here was bloy, I-medellede somdett 
WitA grete heris, Jwt wonder wett 
Be-come his veaage, and pen he hade 

A rody berde and eyeu) glade, 9401 
Tlier as he was som-what turny[n]ge, 
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ftocom- 



ied by 
ftquirtii. 


The knight 
come* 
up with 
Partonope. 


On a gray stede he come fresslie ryding. 

In |>is maner wise arrayed is he, 

As he come coursyng with his meany, 

On stedes trapped fuH fressh and gay. 

Eiche hadde in honde, with-outen nay, 

A spere ati rede depeynted wele, 

A getone peron of rede sendele, 

Wele beten with golde of his devise. 

After hem came ridyng squyers of prise, 

Fyve, and eiche man bare a shelde, Paafiisj 
So fresshly depeynted J>at ati J>e felde 
Enlymed was of pis fresshe array. 

Thus rideth pis knyght toward this tournay. 
So ffresshe in his wey forpe rideth he, 

Till atte laste he had of Partonope 
A sight and goodly he seide 
To his squyers: “ Ye moete a-byde, 

And ride softely; for yonder I se 
A mau Iarmed, what so euer he be. 

If I hym knowe wete wole I. 

Loke ye come after fuH softely." 

From his meany he prikked faste, 


9404 


9408 


9412 


9416 

l 

9420 


9424 
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On a grey steeds he come fresch rydyng. 
In this manrr of wyse a-rayed ys he, 

As he came coursyng wyth his meyne, 
On) sted68 trapped futt fresch and gay. 
Ecbe had in hond, wyth-outen) nay, 

A spere ait redy depeynted wele, 9408 
A geton) there of rede sendele, 

Wele beten) wyth gold of his devyse. 
After hym) came rydyng Squyers of 
prise, 

Fyve, and eche man) bare a sheeld,9412 
So freshly de-paynted that ait the feld 
Enleymed was of this fresch a-ray. 
Thus rydeth this knyght towara the 
turney. 

So fressh in his wey forth rydeth he, 
Tyit att laste he had of Partanope 9417 
A svght, and goodely he sayd 
To his Squyers “Ye must a-byde, 

And ryde softely; for yonde I see 9420 
A man) I-armed, what so euer he be, 

Y f I hym) knowe wytte wott I. 

Loke ye come after futt softely. ” 

From) his meyne he pryked in hast, 
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On a grey stede he come rydynge. 

In pis maner wyse arrayde was he, 9404 
As he come coureynge witA his meyne, 
On) stedes trapped e freshe and gay. 
Eche hade in nonde, witA-out nay, 

A spere ait rede depen tyde wett, 9408 
A gvtton) peron) of rede sendeit, 

Wen betyn) witA golde of his devyse. 
After hym come rydynge sqnyeres of 
prise, 

Fyve, and iche man) bare a shelde 9412 
So fresh e depen tyde pot att pe felde 
Enlemyde was of pe freshe array. 

Tims rydyth pe knyght towards the 
turney. P leaf 81 . l*ackj 

So freshe in his wey rydyth he, 9416 
Titt at pe laste he had of Partonope 
A sight, and pen goodly he seyde, 

1 To nis squyeres he seyde : “ Abyde, 
And ryde softly ; for yender I se 9420 
A man) I-armede, what euer he be. 

Yef I hym knowe wyte witl I. 

Loke ye come after futt softly." 

Fro his meyne he prekede in haste, 9424 
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And to Partonope be come in haste. 

He be-helde his persone right wele 

0 

But he knewe hym neuw a dele, 

And then he seide : “ Sir, wele ouertake ! 

And he pat aB pis worlde did make 
Of nought pe save! and sir, teB me 
Wliens yo come, and whedir wole ye, 

What man ye be, and what is your name! ” 
Therof, thought Partono[p]e, myght rise grame, 
My name to discouer now so hastely. 

And forpe he rideth fuB soberly, 

And eke he thought “right lope were me 
To make a lesyng,” and pen seide he: 

“ Sire, of ferre contre bomo am I, 

But pens pat I come is faste by 
A place, where as I purchased me 
Ho re and hareneys, as ye may se. 

Thow I be not fresshe and gay, 

Yite fayne wolde I se pis toureney. 

My name is cleped Partonope. 

What is your name now telleth me.” 


He salat** 
him, and 
Mkt him 
who he U. 


9428 


9432 

Partonope 
KiTea an 
eraaive 
anawer, 

9436 


9440 


9444 bot disclose! 
his name. 
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And to Partanope he come as fast 
Hebe-held his persone ryght wele, 9426 
But he knew him) neuer a dele. 

And than) he seyd: “ Syr. wele a-take! 
And he that att this wrold dyd make 
Of noght, the save ! and syr, telle me 
Whens ye come, and wedyr wott yee, 
What man) ye be, and what ys youre 
mane." [leaf Ml 9432 

There-of, thogftt Partanope, myght 
ryse grame. 

My name to dyscouer now so hastely. 
And forth he rydeth futt soberly, 

And eke he thoughft] “ryght loth 
were me 9435 

To make a lesyng,"and than) sayd he: 
"Sir, of ferre contre borne am) I, 

But thens that I come ys fast by 
A place, whe[r] as I purchased me 9440 
Horse and harneya, as ye may see. 

Thow I be not fressh and gay, 

Yet fayne wold I see this tnrnay. 

My name ys cleped Partanope. 9444 

What his youre name now tett me.” 


Ratal. MS. 

And to Partonope he faste. 

He be-helde his persone right weft. 
But he knewe hym neuer a dett. 9427 
And ben) he seyde : “ Sir, welt stake ! 
And ne pat att pis worlde dyde make 
Of nought, pe saue I and air, tett me 
Whens ye come, and wheper witt ye, 
What man) ye be, what is youre 
name.” 9432 

Ther-of, pought Partonope, myght ryse 
grame, 

My name to dyscouer so hastely. 

And furthe he rydyth futt soburly, 

And eke he pought “ lothe were me 9436 

To make a lesynge,” and pen) seyde he 
* * Sir, of ferre contre borne am I, 

But pens pat I come is faste by 
A place, where as I pporchasede me 9440 
Hors and harness, as ve may se. 

Though I be not freshe and gay 
Yet fayne wolde I se be turney. 

My name is clepyde Partonope. 9444 
What is your name tellyth me." 
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The stranger 
knight **s* 
hit name it 
Gaudia It 
Bloit- 


He «u bom 
in Sywln. 


Hit lather 

was a 

heathen; 


but he him- 
aelf waa 

chriatened 
at Tours, 


“ Sir,” wide the knyght, “ truly 
Gaudyns le Bloys called am I. 

Of huntyng and hawkyng I can skiH. 9448 

Araonge lordes and knyglites I am know wele. 

Borne am I of Spayne and of Castile, 

That is hens futt many a myle, 

Sone I am, w/tA-outen nay, [leaf no, Jack) 9452 

To a Riche man, but on Cristes lay 
He leveth not, and gone it is 
More )>en xxx wynter Iwisse 

That I toke pe ordre of knyght. 9456 

And straight into Fraunce po I me dight, 

For pere was werre pat tyme so stronge, 

There was I a sawdioure longe. 

At Touree, in pe mynster of seynt Martyn), 9460 

Ther fore-soke I Mahounde and Appollyne, 

And Cristendome toke in pe font© stone! 

Of my kynnes men there made I my foone. 

And sith I haue lyved as a sawdeouro, 9464 

A pore man, but no purchasoure. 
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“Sir,” sayd the kjng. “truly 
Gaudyns the bloys called am) I, 

Of huntyng and hanking 1 can) skylle, 
A-mong lordes and knyghtes I am) 
know wele. 9449 

Borne am) I of Spayne and of Castyle, 
That ys hens futt many a my tie. 

Sone I am), wyth-outen) naye, 9452 
To a rych man) / but on) Crystes lay 
He leveth not / and gone hit ys 
More than) xxx weutyr I-wysse 
That I toke the ordre of knyght. 9456 
And streyght in-to Fraunse tho I me 
dyght, 

For there was werre that tyme stronge. 
There was I a Sowdyore long. 

At Touree, in the mynstyr of seynt 
Martyn), 9460 

There fore-sooke I Mahown) and 
Apollyon), 

And crysten-dome toke in the fonte 
stone. 

Of my kynnes-men) ther made I my 
feon. 9463 

And syth I hane lyved as a sowdyor, 

A poure man), but no purchasoure. 
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H “Str,” seyde pe knyght, “ truly, 
Gaudens le bloys calleae am I. 

Of huntynge, hawkynge can) I skitt. 
Amonge lordes I am knowe wett. 9449 

Borne am I of Spayne and of Castett, 
That is hens many a myle. 

Sonne I am, witA-out nay, 9452 

To a Cryche man), but on Crystes lay 
He leuyth not, and agon it is 
More ten xxx u wynter I-wis 
That I toke order of knyght. 9456 

And streight in-to Fraunce I me dight, 

1 For per was wane pot tyme stronge, 
Ther was I a sowdvre longe. 9459 

At Toreyn, pe mynster of sent Martyn, 

Ther fore-soke I Mahombe and Ap- 
polyn), l 1 *2] 

And crystyndom toke of pe fontestone. 

Of my kennysemen) per made I my 
foune. 9463 

And sethe I haue leuyde as a sowdyre, 
A poure man), but no porchaaoure. 
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And now am I toward fis turney, 
Hera be-hynde comes myn array. 

With all myn herte I am gladde nowe 
That I haue ouertaken you. 

For mery it is to haue company, 

And it someth to me full truly 
That ye be a man of worahipp; 
berfore of you wole I take kepe. 

I haue a pore house here faate by 
There as shall be holde fe tumey 
Jjerfore I pray you, sir, fat ye 
Wole now herborowe with me. 

And I wole be your bachelere. 

With all myn hert to do you pleasire, 
And be your servaunt day be day. 

As longe as shall laste fis tumey.”— 
TO hym tho answerd Partonope : 

“ With aH myn hert I thanke the 
And eke fat lorde fat made vs mete. 
Your Company in no wise wole 1 lete. 
Youre knyght to be is myn entent, 

I am at your commaundment.” 


9468 


He is now 
on hie w»y 
to the 

tournament 


9472 


He has a 
houee near¬ 
by, where 
he will be 

9476 P>e«®d 

to ahow 
Partonope 
hoepitaUty, 
at the same 
time offering 
to be his 

9180 


Partonope 
thanks him. 


9484 
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And now am) I toward this turney. 
Here be-hynd comes myn) a-ray. 

Wyth aft myn) hert I am) glad now 
That I haue ouer-taken) yow. 9469 
For mery hit ys to haue Company, 

1 And hit semyth to me futt truly 
That ye be a man) of worship ; 9472 

Ther-fore of yow wott I take kepe. 

I haue a power* hous her* fast by, 
There as shaft be hold the turney. 
There-fore I pray yow, syr, that ye 
Wott now herhorow wyth me. 

And I wol be youre bachelere, 9478 
Wyth att myn) hert do yow plesure, 

And be youre seruaunt day oy day, 

As longe as shaft Ust this turnay. ” 
r PO hym) tho answeryth Partanope : 
“ Wyth att myn) hert I thank 
thee, l 1 leaf 88, beck] 9483 
And eke that lord that made vs raeete. 
Youre company in no wyse wole I lete. 
Youre knyght to be is myn) entent, 

I am) at youre comaundement." 
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And nowe am I towards pis turney. 
Here be-hynde comyth myn array. 
Wt'tA ait my hert I am glade nowe 9468 
That I haue oner-take you.” 


IT To hym answerde Partonope: 

“ WitA att my bert I thanke the 9488 

And eke Jwt lorde pat made vs mete. 
Your* company no wyse will I lete. 

To be your knyght is myne entent, 

I am at youre comondement ” 9487 
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and they 
ride forth. 


Their men 
pitch a 
peril! on. 


Kerly the 
next morn- 
in* they 
hear mats, 


Then forpe to-gedre they ride in fere, 9488 

Eiche to oyer maketh good chere, 

Titt they come in a right fayre vale, 

Fay re with flonrea to make ahorte tale, 

There as they hope herborowed shaH be. [leafisoj 9492 
From hon pen lighteth Partonope. 

They wolde not herborowe in house ne towne. 

Her men pyght vp a pavylone 

Enbrowded with golde bope freashe and gay, 9496 

Right faste be the felde pere aa the tnrney 
Shuld be holde, with-outen fade. 

They hadde plente of good rytaile, 

Her men were besy hem to glade, 9500 

And eiche to oyer good chere made. 

To aopere they gone and aitte to reete. 

On morow when )>e aonne in pe easte 

Hir gan shew as rede as fyre, 9504 

Thea two knyghtis pat had desyre 

To ae worshipp and grete manhede, 

Risen, and in pe ffreshest wede 
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Thanne forth they ryde to-gedyr in 
feere, 9488 

Rohe to other maketh good chere, 

Tyft they come in a ryght fayre vale, 
Fayre wyth flours* to make Short tale. 
There as they both herboured shaft 
be. 9492 

From) bore than) lyghteth Partanope. 
They wold not herboure in lious ne 
town). 

Her men) plyght vp a pavelon), 
Enbrowdyd wyth gold both fressh 

and gay, 9496 

Ryght fast by the feld there as the 

turney 

Shnld be hold, wyth-outen) fayle. 

They had plente of goode vytayle, 

Her men) were besy hem) to glade, 9 600 
And eche to other goode cheyre made. 
To soper they gone, and sett to rest. 
On) morow, whan) the sonne in the 
east 

Here gan) shew as rede as fyre, 9504 

These two knyghtee that bad desyre 
To se worshipp and grete manhede, 
Rysen), and in the fresshest wede 

M98. Shuld] ul Ultffiblt. 
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Then farthe pey ryde in fere, 9488 

Eche to oyer maketh good chere, 

Till pey come in a feyre vale, 

Fey re wttA floures to make short tale, 
Ther as pey bothe herbenve shaft. 9492 

Fro hors pen) light Partonope. 

They wolde herberwe in house ne 
towne. 

Hire men pight vp a pavelyon), 
Eubrowderde with golde freshe and 
gay, 9496 

Right faste be )>e felde where pe turney 

Shulde be holde, witA-out faift. 

They hade plente of good vetaift, 

Her men) were besy hem to glade, 9500 
And iche to oper good chere made. 

To supper pey gon and sethe to reste. 
On pe morowe, when) pe son in pe este 

Hir gan) shewe rede as fere, 9504 
This ij knyghte* pat hade desyre 
To se worchipe and manhode 
Resyn, and in per freshest« wede 9507 
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That longeth to armes they ben diglit. 

And forpe they yede anoone right 
Masse to here with good entent. 

Her ojwr meany pere whiles went 
To make redy all her array. 

When masse was done, pe sope to say, 
Toward pe tumement they ride, 

Fresshe y-armed at pat tide. 

Her squyera be-fore hem he sente 
Into pe place of )>e tumement, 

Ledyng her stedes trapped wele 
In mayle made of fyne stele. 

Grete spores they here and holmes bright. 
Of hem it was a good sight. 

After come |>es knyghtis softly ridyng, 
And of pis tur[ue]ment prively talkyng, 
Where they with-oute shuld first be gynn). 
Or elles they pat be with-in. 

Vpon the toure of Chief-deoire 
Ouere pe brigge sitteth Meliore, 

The fayre, the ffresshe, pe goodliest 
That was in hir tyme, and eke pe beste, 


9508 


9512 


and then 
ride towarde 
the place of 
tournament. 

9516 


9520 


9524 


9528 


If ellor tits 
in the 
tower, with 
Urake and 
Peraevis. 
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That longeth to armes they ben 
djght. 950 

And forth they yode a-non ryght 
1 Masse to hers wyth goode Entent. 
Her other meynee there whiles went 
To make redy att her aray, 951 

Whan) masse was done, the soth to say 
Toward the turnement they ryde. 
Fressh and armed at that tyde. 

Her squyers be-fore hem they sent 
In-to the place of the turnement, 951 
Ledyng her steede* trapped wele 
In mayle made of fyne steele. [* leaf & 
Crete spere* they and helmes bryght. 
Of hem) hit were a good syght. 952 
A-fter come this knyghtee softel 

7dyng, 

And of this tumement pnrvely talkyng 
Where they wyth-oute shuld fyrst be 
gynne. 952 

Or elles they that be wyth-Inne. 
"Upon) the toure of Chief deore 
Ouer the brygge sytteth Meliore 
The fayre, the freacn, the goodelyest 
That was in her tyme and eke the best 


Bawl. MS. 

1 That longyth to harnes pey be dight. 

[i leaf 82 , back] 

And furthe )>ey rede anone right 
Messe to here in good entent. 

Here o per meyne J>er-whiles went 
To make redy att per array, 9512 
When) messe was don, J>e sothe to sey, 
Towarde J»e turment >ey ryde, 

Freshe I-armede at bat tyde. 

Hir squyeres be-fore J>ey sent, 9516 
Into pe plase of be turment, 

Ledynge per steaes trappede wett 
In maitt made of fyne stett. 

Grete speres pey bere and lielmus bright, 
Of hem) it was a good sight. 9521 
After come J*ese knyghtss rydynge, 

And of pis turment prevely talkeynge, 
Where J>ey with-out shulde begyne, 

Ore ells* pey pit be witA-Inne. 9525 
^ Vppon be toure of Chife doyre 
Ouer the bryge sitte Melyore, 

The feyre, pe freshe, be goodlyeste 9528 
That was in here tyme we pe beste, 
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With her 
are alto the 
judges 


and the old 
Brnoul. 


And with hir Wrake and Persewise. 

Of hir beaute now in no wise [leaf no, back] 

Canne I spoke, for bope they be 9532 

In greto sorowe for Partonope. 

They haue ro wept, they be aH pale. 

For)>e wiH I now tett my tale. 

A-bove in the toure with Melior be 9536 

The seven lordes )>at J>e degre 
Of J>is turnement moste give algate ; 

Lordes they ben of grete state. 

Thes be her names with-outen more : 9540 

Coreout, Gernalz, Claryns, Genor, 

Cursabir, Anffrons, and Goundred, 

And olde Arcus, with-outen drede. 

Thes sitte to-gedre be-holdyng )>e felde, 9544 

Many a bright helme and many a shelde, 

Fresshly depeynted with grete bendes. 

Knyghtes come ridyng with many pouBandes. 

Into companyes departed they be. 9548 

Two fay re reynes ordeyned han he, 

Wherein fes lordes shutt turney. 
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And wyth her Vrak and Peraewyse. 

Of her beaute in no wyse 

Thanne I speke, tfor both they, be 9532 

In grete Sorow for Partanope. 

They haue so wept, they be att pale. 
Forth wytt I now tett my tale. 

A bove att in the toure wyth Melior 
be 

The seven) lordes that the degre 9537 
Of this turnement moat gyff att-gate ; 
Lordes they be of grete state. 

These be here namys wyth-oute more : 
Corsoul, Gemalj, Clarius, Genore, 9541 
Cureabyr, Anffrons, and Goundred, 
And old Arcus, wyth-outen) drede. 
These sytte to-gedyr be-holding the 
feld, 9544 

Many a bryght helme and many a 
sheeld, 

Fresshly depeynted wyth grete bendes. 
Knyghtes come rydyng wyth many 
thousandes, I 1 le*f W, beck] 9547 


In-to campavnees de-parted they be. 

1 Two feyre Reynes ordeyned haue he 
Wherc-in these lordys shuld turneye. 


Raicl. MS. 

And witA here Wrake and Persewysc. 
Of hir beute in no wyse 
Con I speke, for bothe )>ey be 9532 
In grete sorwe for Partonope. 

They haue so wepte, )>ey be att pale, 
Furthe witt I nowe tett my tale. 

Aboue in {>e toure witA Melyore be 

The seuyn) lordes pat )>e degre 9537 
Of )>is turment moste gyfe algate ; 
Lordes )>ey ben of grete esstate. 

These ben per namys witAout more : 
Curslot, Gormake, Claryons, Gynore, 
Cursabir, Anfrons, and Gundreae, 

And olde Arcus, witA-ouf drede. 9543 
These sat to-geder be-holdynge J>e felde. 

Many a bright helme and many 
a shelde, 

Freshly depentyde witA grete bendes. 
Knyghtes come rydynge witA J»ou- 
sondes. [f leaf 8 SJ 

In y companyes departyde they be,9543 
1 To feyre Renges ordeynede haue he 
Where-in l>is lordes shaft turne. 
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Lette 86 who shaH begynne ]>e play. 

Now Gaudyn J«t is to Partonope 9552 

Bo}>e servaunt and felawe, now J>inkeJ» he, 

For who so ever )>e turnement be-gynne, 

Be he wttAoute or within, 

They wiH hym fyrat assaille, 9556 

This is Gaudyns first counseylle. 

Also they thought J»at they wolde bene 
First in felde to be wele sene. 

Therfore anoone her stedes they take, 9560 

On with her helmes and redy hem make. 

Vp afore hem her sperea borne be, 

And after cometh Gaudyn and Partonope, 

Into pe Reynes ridyng avisely. 9564 

Kyng Coreoul fiat on f>e toure an hye 
Sate as a luge be fayre Melior, 

Aspicd J:es knyghtis ferre afore 

Or any of his felawes J>at sate hym by. 9568 

And pan he seide: “ Sires, truly. 

Yonder I se come knyghtis tweyn (ie»r 1211 


Oaodin uyi 
Uity ought 
to be the 
flrtt In the 
lists. 


One of the 
Judges, king 
Cursolt, 
notices the 
two knights. 
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Late se who shaft be-gynne the playe, 

S ow Gaudyn) that ys to Partanope 
Jth felaw and seruaunt, now thynketh 
he, 9553 

For who so euer the turnement be¬ 


gyn 
Be lie 


ne, 


lie wyth-oute or wyth-Inne, 

They wytt hym) ferst assay le, 9556 

This ys Gaudyns fuff counseytt. 

Also they thoug[ht] that they wold 
been) 

Fyrst in the feld to be wele seen). 
There-fore a-non) her steedes they toke, 
On) wyth her helmes and redy hem) 
make. 9561 

Vp a-fore hem) here sperea bom) be, 
And after cometh Gaudyn) and Par- 
tauope 

In-to the Reynes rydyng a-vysely. 9564 
Kyng Corsout that on) the toure an) 
hye 

8 ate as a luge be fayre Meliore, 

Aspyed these knyghtes ferre and fror, 
Or ony of hys felaws that satt hym) 
by, 9568 

And than) seyd: “ Syres, truly, 

Yonder I see come knyghte* tweyn) 


Let se who shaft begyn )>e play. 

*1 Nowe Gaudyn Jwt is to Partonope 
Bothe felowe and seruaunt nowe 
thynketh he, 9553 

Who so euer the turment be-gyne, 

Be he witA-oat ore witA-Inne, 

They witf hym lirste assaiff, 9556 

This is Gauayns counseff. 

Also )>ey >ought ]wt )>ey wolde bene 

Firete in )>e felde to be weft sene, 

Tlier-for an one ber stedr* )>ey toke, 

On) witA )»er nelmes and redy hem 
make. 9561 

V pe afore hem per speres borne be, 
And after come Gaudyn and Partonope, 

In-to J>e Renges rydynge avysely. 9564 
Kynge Curalot >at on pe toure on hye 

Sat as a luge before Melyore 
Asspyede pis knyghtes ferre afore 
Ore ony of his felowia Jwt stode hym 
by. 9568 

And pit he seyde : “Siris, truly, 
Yender I se come knyghtes tweyne 
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The combat 
begins. 


The outer 
party do not 
seem to be 
as strong as 
the inner. 


That in her hareneia hem faire demene, 
And better }>en many o)>er pat I se. 
Worship-full knyghtU pei seme to be. 

Of hem first lette vs take hiede 
In pe begynnyng how they spede. 

If they do wele, pen wole we 
Do axe what knyghtU they be.” 

Now sitte they stiH, and sey no more, 

But se how men full harde and sore 
In pe Reynes her horse to renne assay 
Vnder Trappurs with golde bete futt Gay. 
And soone after into pe felde 
Alt pe worlde U come in helme and shelde. 
And then pe luges with-outen doute 
Thought pat they pat wore with-oute 
Were not so strongs as they wttAin. 

Harde were for hem to be-gynne. 

They within, [withjoute lese, 

On hem with-oute faste ganne prese. 

That se pei that were with-oute. 


9572 


9576 


9580 


9584 


9588 
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That in her harneys hem) favrs demene, 
And better than) mayny other I aee. 

Worshipfutt knyghte* they seme to be. 
Of hem) fyrst late vs take hede 9574 
In the be-gynnyng How they spede. 

Yf they do weti, than) wott we 9576 
Do axe what knyghtes they be.” 

Now sett they stytt, and sey no more, 
But se how men) futt hard and sore 
In the Reynes hors to renne assay 9580 
Yndyr trap urea wyth gold bete futt 

g»7- 

And sone after in-to the feld 
Att the word ys come in helme and 
sheeld. 

And than) the luges, wyth-outen) 
doute, 9584 

Thought that they that were wyth- 
oute 

Where not so strong as they wyth- 
Inne, 

Hard were for hem) to be-gynne. 9587 
1 They wyth-Inne, wyth-oute lees, 

(l leal 86] 

On) hem) wyth-oute fast ganne prese. 
That sey they that were wyth-oute. 
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That in per harnes hem fayre demene, 
And better pen many an oper pat I 
see. 

Worchipfutt knyghtei bey seme to be, 
On) hem firste let vs take hede 9574 
In pe be-gynny[n]ge howe pey spede. 
Yef pey do wett, pen witt we 9576 
Do axe what knyghtes pat pey be.” 
Nowe sit pey still, and sey no more, 
But se howe men futt harde and sore 
In pe ranges rynne per hors to assay 
Vnd#r trappoures of golde betyn gay. 

And sone after in-to pe felde 9582 
Att pe worlde is come in helme and 
shelde. 

Then pe Iugges, witA-out doute, 9584 

Thought Pat pey pat were witA-oute 

Were not so strange as pey witA-Inne. 

1 Harde were wit A hem to begyne. 

They witA-In, witA-out lese, 9588 

[l leaf 83, back] 

On hem witAont gan faste prese. 

That sey pey pat were witA-out. 
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They thought for att J»e grete route 

That was wttAin, they wolde a-bide, 9592 

And fre8shly to hem they ganne to ride, 

And manly putt hem In a-yee, 

Then seide Gaudyn to Partonope : 

“ Go we hena, no longer wole we abide.” 9596 

Into J>is preae pen gan they ride 
A8 faste as here hors myght hem here. 

Eiche badde in honde a grete apere. 

Throw the prese withoute lette 9600 

Her hors hem bare, and pen they mette 
With tweyn, and Gaudyn amote pe tone, 

That from his hors he voyded anoone, 

And flatte fell vpon pe grounde. 9604 

Partonope in pe same atounde 
With his felawe so sore mette, 

That oute of his sadill wttAoute lette 

Atte 8pere poynte he hym smote, 9608 

That to pe grounde wele I wote (learm, back] 

He fell flatte. [What] wole ye morel 
This coun he Ranne so faste and sore, 

His spere brake, it myght not laste. 9612 


The two 
friends make 
an assault. 


anil each 
•*f them 
throws bis 
adversary to 
the ground. 


Partonope 
breaks his 


Univ. Coll. AfS. 

They thoght for aft the grete rowte 
That was wyth-Inne they wold abyde, 
And freashly to hym) they ganne ryde, 
And manly put hem) In a-yee. 9694 
Than) sayd Gaudyn) and Partanope : 
“Go we hens, no lenger wott we 
a-byde. ** 9596 

In-to this prese than) ganne they ryde 
As fast as her hors myght hem) bere. 
Eche hadd in hond a grete spere. 
Thorow the prese wyth-outen) lete 9600 
Her hors hem) bare and than) they mette 
Wyth tweyne, and Gaudyn) smote the 
tone, 

That from his hors he voyde a-non), 
And flatt fytt vpon) the ground. 9604 
Partanope In the same stound 
With his felawso sore mett, 

That out of his sadytt wyth-outen) lett 
At spere poynt he hym) smote, 9608 
That to ground wett I wote 
He fytt flatt. What wott ye more! 
This course he ranne so fast and sore, 
His spere brak, hit myght not last. 9612 
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They pought for att pe grete route 
That was wttA-in, pey wolde abvde. 
And freshly to hem pey gon ryde, 9593 
And manly put hem in a-yee. 

Then) seyde Gaudyn) to Partonope : 
“Goo we hens, no lenger we abyde.” 

Into pe prese pen gon pey ryde 9597 
As faste as per hors myght hem here. 
Eche hade in honde a grete spere. 
Thorwe pe prese witA-out let 9600 
Here hors hem bare, and pen pey mete 
WitA ij, and Gaudyn smote pat one, 

That from his hors he voydede anone, 
And flat fitt on pe grounde. 9604 

Partonope in pe same stounde 
WitA his felowe so sore he mete, 

That out of his saditt witA-out let 


He fitt flat; what witt ye more 1 9610 
The course he ran so faste and sore, 

His spere brake, it myght not laste. 
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•ptar, and 
lays about 
him with 
hia sword. 


Partonopa 
and Oaudin 
have tha 
Tictory of 
ilirto others. 


Carsolt is 
plsasod to 
see how well 
they fl K ht 


The tronchone awey from hym he caste, 

•• • 

And therwith he pulled oute his swerde, 
And as a fiers lyon) pen he ferde, 

And leide on picke hym rounde a-boute. 
Thre to hym ossayled of pe route, 

And hew on liis helme and on his shelde. 
But oone of hem into pe feldo 
Oute of his saditi he made lepe, 

It was no tyrae for hym to slepe. 

The tother two on hym leide faste, 

But prowe the Keynes from hem he paste, 
Gaudyn smote oone of pe pre, 

That from his hede he made pan fle 
His helme of stele bourned bright. 

And forpe he passed prow pe fight, 

And to Partonope straight he went. 

They that be-gann pis turnement, 

Seide pe knyghtis hadde wele do. 

Aud a while brepen hem tho. 

“ LO,” seide Curooule, ** I wist wele 
Thes two knyghtis coupe good skill 


9616 


9620 


9624 


9628 


9632 
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The tronchon) a-way fro hym) he cast. 
And there-wyth he pullyth oute his 
award, 

And as a ferae lyon) than) he ferd. 

And leyde on) thyk hym) rounde 
a-bounte. 9616 

Thre to hym) sayled of the rowte, 

And hew on) his nelme and in his sheeld. 
But one of hem) in-to the feeld 
Oute of his sadyH he made lepe, 9820 
Hit was no tyme for hym) to slepe. 

The todyr two on) hym) leyd fast. 

But throw the Reynes for hem) he past. 
Gaudyn) smote one of tho thre, 9624 
That from) his hed he made than) fle 
His helme of steele boomed bryght. 

And (forth they passed throw the 
fyght. [leef«. heck) 9627 

They that be*ganne this turnement 
Saya the knights* had wele do, 

And a while brethen hem) tho. 

9631 

“T 0,’’ saidCorsut, “ I wyst wele 
Theee two knyghtss cowde 
goode skytt 9633 
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The trunchon awey fro hym he caste, 
And per-wttA he pullyde out his 
swerde, 9614 

And as a lyon) pen) he ferde. 

And leyde on thyke hym aboute. 9616 


Ther to hym sayllede of pe route, 

And hewe on his helme and on shelde. 
But one of h**m in-to pe felde 
Out of his saditt he made lepe, 9620 
Hit was no tyme for hym to slepe, 

The to)>er ij on hym leyde faste, 

But borwe pe reng« fro hem he paste. 
Gauayn) smote on of pe thre, 9624 
That made his hede he made flee 
His helme of stett burnede weft and 


bright, 

And furthe he 


passede porwe pe fight, 


And to Partonope straight he went 9628 
They be gan pis turment. [l“f *♦) 


IT “ Lo,” seyde Course lot, “ I wyste weft 
These ij knyghtes couthe good skiit 
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On pis crafts ; so first seido I.” 

Tho seide pe queen : “ Cousyn, truly, 

So softely as they come In afore. 

Now they haue hem wele ybore. 

And namely he with pe siluer slielde 
Fareth faire with his hareneis in pe felde.” 

She thought she sholde knowe hym wele. 

But she coupe not remem bre neuer a dele. 
Thinketh she wher pis be Partonope, 

With his gouernance wele pleased is she. 

Of turneying now gyri) they reste. 

And Boone slier they made hem preste 
The turnement to be-gynn ayein. 

The Emperoi/r of Almayn) per myht ye sene, 

A manly cheveteyn in pe felde; [leaf 122 ] 

With hym was many helm and sheld. 

The soudan of Perce was pere also 
With the Empe?-onr, and they two do 
Moche wo to hem pat be witA-oute. 

The soudan is fuH proude and stoute. 


9636 


The Queen 
thinks much 
of the 
knight of 
th«* silver 
shield. 


9640 


9644 


The Em¬ 
peror of Ger¬ 
man v and 
the onltan 

9648 of Persia 
do much 
harm to the 
outer party. 


9652 

The Saltan 
le * young 
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On) this Craft; so fyrst seyd I.” 

Tho s*yd the queen : “ Cosyn), truly, 
So softely ss they come In a-fore, 9638 
Now they haue hem) wele I-bore. 

And namely he wyth the siluer sheld 
Fareth fayrs wyth his harneys in the 
feld.” 

She thoght she shuld hane know hym) 
wele, 9640 

But she coude remenbre neuer a dele. 
Thenketh 8he where this be Partanope, 
Wyth his gouernans wele plesyth ys 
she. 9643 

turneyng gynne now they rest. 
And soue after they made hym) 
prest 

The turnement to be-gynne ayen). 

The emperoore of Almayn) there myght 
ye seen), 9647 

A manly Cheventeyn) in the feeld ; 

Wyth hym) was many helme and sheld. 
The Soudon) of pyroq was there also 
Wyth the emperore, and they twey do 
Moch wo to hem) that he wyth-oute. 
This soudon) ys fuff proude and 
stoute. 9653 
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On) pis crafts ; so fyrste seyde I." 

Tho seyde pe quene: “ Cossyn, truly, 
So softly as pey come In afore, 9636 
Nowe pey haue hem weft I-bore. 

And namly he witA Pe syluer shelde 
Farethe fayre witA his liarnes in pe 
felde.” 

She pought she shulde a knowe hym 
weft, 9640 

Bat she couthe rememhre neuer a deft. 
Thynkethe she where pis be Partonope, 
W»tA his gouemance welt plesode was 
she. 

If Of turnyfnlge nowe gynne p*-y reste, 
And sone after made hem preste 

The turment to be-gvn agayne. 

The Emperour of Almayne per myght 
ye sene, 

A manly chefteyne in pe felde ; 9648 

WitA hym was mauy helme and shelde. 
The soudan of Pers was per also 
WitA pe emperour and pey two do 
Moche wo to hem witA-oute. 9652 
The soudan) is futt proude and stoute. 
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and valiant 
knight. 
HeTovea 
Mellor, 
and hopaa to 
win her. 


In olden 
daja ladies 
wen won 
in variooa 

ways, 


He is a lover,* wliat wole ye more ? 

His soucrayne lady is Melyore. 

On his manhede moste trusteth he, 

ADd )ierio he ha^e a grete meanye, 

That waiteth vpou hym euer-more. 

He wenyth to wynne faire Meliore. 

' He is yonge, and darre wele fight, 

StroDge, lusty, and a semely knyght. 

Oute of noumhre richeese hath he. 

He pinketh no man his felawe shuld be. 
And in po dayes wele wote ye 
Men wonne her ladies in dyuers degre, 
Some with manhode and chevalry. 

Some prow beaute and curtesy, 

Some with faire speche and richesse. 

Some )>row strength, some be largesse. 

AH pat is go with-outen nay, 

The worlde is turned a-no^er way, 

For neyper richesse ne beaute 
Ne fayre speche in no degre 
May make a man his love to wynne, 


9654. MS. bover. 


9656 


9660 


9664 


9668 


9672 
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He ye a lover, what wold ye more ? 

His souerayn lady ys Meliore. 

On) his manhode mocft trusteth he, 
And there-to bath a grete meyne, 9657 
That vayteth vpon) hym) euer-mor* 

He weneth to wynne fayre Melior. 

He ys yong, and dare wele fyght, 9660 
Strong, lusty, a semely knyght. 

Oute of nombre rych hath he. 

He thenketh no man) his felow shuld be. 

And in t[h]o dayes wele wote ye 9664 
Menne wonne her ladyes in dyverse 
degre, 

Som) whyt manhode and chevalry, 

1 Som) Thorw beaute and Curtesy, 9667 
Som) wyth fayre spe[c]he and Richesse, 
Som) throw streynght, som) be largesse. 
Att that ys go wyth-outen) nay, (i leaf 80 ] 
The world ys turned a-nodyr way. 

For neyther Rychesse ne beaute, 9672 

Ne fayre spech in no degre 

May make a man) his love to wynne, 
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He is a louer, what will ye more T 
His souerayne ladv is Melyore. 

On Mahombe mochc trustyth he. 9656 
Ther-to he hathe a grete meyne, 

That waytyth vppon hym euer-more. 
He wenyth to wyn to fayre Melyore. 
He is yonge, and dare wett fight, 9660 
Stronge, lusty, and symly knyght. 

Out of nombir ryches hathe he. 

He thynketh no man) his felowe ahutt 
be. 

And in po dayes welt wot re 9664 
Man) wonne her ladyes in deuerse degre, 

Som with manhode and chevalrye, 

Som )>orwe beute and courtesye, 9667 
Som witA feyre speke and rychesse, 

1 Som be strenght, som be largesse. 

Alt Jwt is gon) witA-out nay, 

The worlde is tumede anoJ*r wey. 

For noJ*r rychese ne beute, 9672 
N e fayre speche ne degre t 1 leaf 84, back ] 
May make a man) his loue to wyne. 
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They be so sore a-ferde to synne. 

Of fredame, curteisy, ne of largesse 
They take noone hiede; for holynesse 
Hath so caught hem in his service, 

Of wordly lustes now in no Wise 
Take they hiede, but only to wyrche, 

Jjat they may pleace God and his chirche. 
For eusry day yerly they rise. 

To chirche they gone to here servise 
Of God, and hardly pere they he 
Till it he noone; for dame chastite 
Govemeth now hem in such wise, 

From knelyng hem luste not ones to Rise. 
To go to her dynsr haue they none haste; 
They Reke neusr how longe they faste. 

Of ffresshe array take they none hiede ; 
They go eloped in homely wede. 

They wole not swere neuer an othe 
But nay or yee, it is sothe. 

But in olde tyme ladies wolde 
Haue mercy on lovers pat in cares colde 
Loved, and for love had .grete diseace. 


0676 

9680 

9684 

9687 

[letf 122, back} 

9692 

9696 


bat now 
they are too 
religious 
and chaste. 
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They be so sore a-ferd to synne. 9675 
Of fredam), Curteysy, ne of largesse 
They take none heede ; for holm esse 
Hath so caught hem in his seruice, 

Of wordely lustes now in no wyse 9679 
Take they heede, but onely to wirch, 
That they may please God and his 
chirch. 

For euery day erly they Byse, 9682 
To cherch they gone to here seruice 
Of God / and hardvly there they be 
Tytt hit be none / for dame chaatyte 
Gouemeth now hem) in such wyse, 9686 
Fro knelyng hem) lust not ones to ryse. 
To go to her dynere haue they none 
hast; 9688 

They rekke neuer how long they fast 
Of fresch arav toke they non) heede ; 
They go clothed in homely weede. 

They wytt not swere neuer an) othe 9692 
But nay or ye hit his soth. 

But In old tyme ladyes wold 

Haue mercy oflouers that in cares cold 

Loued, ana for love had grete dyssese. 

PARTONOPE. 
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They be so sore aferde to syne. 

Of fredom, courtesye ne of largesse 9676 
They take none hede ; but holynesse 
Hatne so caught hem in his seniyse 
Of >e worlde >ey witt in no wyse 9679 
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They win 
not nave 
mercy on 
tbeirlor® 


The 8ultan 
jouste eo 
well, and 
liae »uch 
a large 
retinue, 
that nobody 
daree to 
attack him. 


Some tyme ladies such folke wolde pleace ; 
But in pes dayes it is no-ping so. 

For be a lovere neucr so wo, 

His lady list not hym make chiere. 

For his compleynt pei wole not here 
Nep#r be speche nep«r letter writyng, 

They wole not rede it for no ping. 

AH pat men sey they take in grief ; 

I trow chastite hath made hem defe. 

Of pis mate re speke we no more, 

But I wole now of Meliore 
TeH forpe all myn entent, 

And of pis lusty tumemenk 
The soudan is now in pe felde 
Kichely armed, pat of spere and slielde 
Canne skill ynowe, with-outen doute, 

His meany wele armed hym aboute. 

He hath wele lusted with-outen nay, 

Many a knyght pat ilke day 

And squyer eke to grounde hath caste. 

To mete with hym men be agaste. 

Bothe feerse and cruell also is he 


9700 


9704 


9708 


9712 


9716 
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Som) tyme ladves such folk wold please ; 
But in these dayes hit ys no-thing so. 
For be a louw neu^r so wo, 9699 

His lady lust not hym) make chere. 

For his complaynt they wold not hers 
Nether be spech ne better wrytyng, 
They wott no rede hit for no thing. 

Att that men) sey take they in gryef; 

I trow Chasty te hath made hem) defe. 

1 Off this mater speke we no more, 9706 
But I wott now of Meliours l 1 leaTM.iaokJ 
Tett forth att myn) entent, 

And of the lusti turnament. 

The Soudan) ys now in the feld 9710 
Ryohly armed, that of spere and sheeld 
Canne sky ft I-now, wythouten) doute, 
His meyne wele Armed that hym) a- 
boute. 9713 

He hath wele lusted wyth-outen) nay, 
Many a knyght that ylke day 
And a squyer eke to grounde hath 
cast. 9716 

To moete wyth hym) men) be a-gask 
Both fresch and Cruett also ys he. 
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H Of pis mater speke we no more, 9706 
But I witi now of Melyore 
Tett furthe att myne entent 9708 
Of >is lusty turment. 

The soudan is nowe in pe felde 
Rychly armede, pat of spere and shelde 
Can) ski tt I-nowe, w»tA-out doute, 9712 
His meyne wett armede hym aboute. 


He hathe wett Iustyde witA-out nay, 
Many a knyght J**t ilke day 4715 
And squyre eke to grounde he caste. 

To mete wi'tA hym men were agaste. 
But fere and crewett also is he. 
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Hia men a-boute hym so thicke be 
A-fore and be-hynde with-oute faile, 

That no man hym darre wele assaile. 

The lordes pat I spake of be-fore, 

J)at on pe toure be Meliore 
Sitte to gife pe Iugement, 

Prayse hym gretely by one assent. 

This soudan, pus lusty knyght, 

Enforceth his hert with aH his myght 
To wyn his lady Meliore. 

A grete spere in hande witA-onte more 
He taketh, and in hys reste it caste, iie«fi»] 
And prowe pe Reynes he Ranne faste 
As euer his stede hym myght be re. 

Men of hym po had such fere, 

And of pe meany hym aboute, 

Jjat pe soudan prow pe route 
Rode to and fro; no man hym mette 
Of his Iustyng hym ones [to] lette. 

AH pis beheld Partonope, 

And in his hert po pought he : 


9720 


He !• highly 
pulsed by 
the judges. 


9724 


9728 


9732 


9736 


Partonope 
encounters 
the 8ulUn. 
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His men) a-boute hym) So thikke be 
A-fore and be-hynde wyth-outen) 
fay[le], 9720 

That no man) weele dare hym) assayle. 
The lordys that I spake of be-fore, 


Syth to geyf the Iugement 9724 

Preyse hym) gretely be one assent. 

This Soudan), the lusti knyght, 
Enforceth His hert wvth an his myght 
To Wynne his lady Melioure. 9728 

A grete spere in hond wyth wyth- 
outen) more 

He taketh, and in rest bit cast. 

And thorow the Reynes he rast fast 
As euer hys steede hym) myght bere. 
Men) of hym) tho had she feere, 9733 
And of the meyne hym) a-boute, 

That the soudan) throw the Route 
Rode to and fro; no man) hym) 
mett 9736 

Of his Instyng hym) ones to lett. 

A tt this be-heeld Partanope, 

A And in his hert than) thought he: 


His men aboute hym so thyke be 9719 
Afore and be-hynae witA-out faytt, 

That no man) hym dare wett assaitt. 
The lordes )wt I spake of afore, 

That on) )>e toure De Melyore 

Syt to gyfe J>e Iugement, 9724 

Pteyse hym gretly by on assent. 

This soudan), bis lusty knyght, 
Enforseth his hert with an his myght 
To wyn his lady Melyore. 9728 

A grete spere in lionac witA-out more 

He taketh, and in reste it caste. 

And f»orwe J>e renew he ranne * faste 
As ener his stede hym myght bere. 
Men) of hym) J>o hade soyche fere, 9733 
And of J>e meyne hym aboute, 

That pe soudan) )>orwe pe route [leaf ss 
Rode to and fro ; no man) hym mete 

Of hia Iustynge hym onys to lete. 9737 
If All Jria be-noldyth Portonope, 

And in his hert pought he : 

9731. none] holt in wellum/or a. 
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Tbeir * pears 
break. 


They take 
new on**, 
which also 
break. 


In the third 

encounter, 

Partonope 


“ Be thow as prowde as Lucefere, 

I shaH assay on pe my spere 
To broke anoone, if )>at I may.” 

And for)>e he rideth in )>at array; 

Of his course no man bym lefcte. 

The sauden and he to-gedre mette. 

So fieraly on peces her speres flie, 

Yite per was no man coupe se 

Who hadde pe better, for her bakkes did bende, 

And after opere speres anoone they sende. 

Ayein to-gedre now do they go. 

At pat course they mette so, 

Eiche gafe oper suche a stroke, 

As though per had ben an oke 
With a Crakke had made a falle, 

Such a noyse it made with-att. 

Her speres to-braste, and they bope two 
Kept her sadels right wele po. 

The soudan like a wilde beste 
For angre Coupe haue no reste. 

And perwith anoone in his hete 
For a spere full passyng grete 


9740 


9744 


9748 


9752 


9756 


9760 
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“ B« thow as prowde as Lucifer*, 9740 
I shaft assay on) the my sper* 

To brek a-non), yf that I may.” 

And forth he rydeth in that aray ; 

Of this course no man) hym) lett. 9744 
The sowdan) and he to-gedyr mett. 

1 So feerely / on) peesys her spere* fie, 
Yet ther was no man) cowde see 
Who had the better for her bakke* dyd 
bend, l 1 i«f 87) 9748 

And after other spere* a-none they 
send. 

A-yen) to-gedyr now they go. 

At that Course they mette so, 

Eche gafe other suche a stroke 9752 
As though there had be a noke 
Wyth a crakke had made a fatt. 

Such a noyse hit made wyth-aft. 

Her sperys to-brast, and they both 
two 9756 

Kept her Sadelles Ryght wele two. 

The Saudon) lyke a wyld best 
For angTe cow[de] haue no rest. 

And there-wyth a-non) in his hete 9760 
For a spere fuff passyng grete 


RawL MS. 

“ Be pou as proode as Lucifere, 9740 
I shaft assay on pe my spere 
To breke anone, yef bat I may.” 

And furthe be rydyth in pat array ; 

Of his course no man hym let. 9744 
The soudan) and he togeder met. 

So fersly on peces per speres fley, 

Yet per was no man) couthe se 
Who hade pe beter, for per bakkr* dyde 
bende, 9748 

And after oper speres anone pey sende. 


Ayen to geder nowe pey goo. 

At pat course pey met so, 

Eche gaf oper soych a stroke, 9752 
As pough per hade ben an oke 
WitA a crake hade made faft, 

Soyche a noyse it made witA-aft. 

Her speres braste, and pey bothe two 

Kept per saddle* right weft po. 9757 
The soudan) lyke a wylde beste 
For anger couthe haue no reste. 

Ther-with anone in his hete 9760 
For a spere passynge grete 
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He sente, and in liis reste it caste. 

Partonope JxrrwttA in grete haste 
Of Gaudyn toke a grete spere J>o. 

TherwitA J>e soudan he it so 
Into J)e ypper of pe shelde 
That tissewe and bocle into J>e felde 
Fley and aff to peces brake. 

The spere a fote prow J>e shelde stake. 

The Soudan hym hit tho ayein, [leaf iss, back] 
)?at his shelde he made flene 
From his shnldre into pe lay re. 

Betwene hem be-gynneth a sharpe fay re. 
Partonope hereof was shamefaat, 

The soudan gladed, and forpe passed 
J)row pe reynes wele faryngly. 

Eyng Claryns in pe toure an hye 
Seide the soudan pe better hadde. 

Curaolote hym answered with wordes sadde : 
“ The white shelde is now at grounde. 

But his maister on hors is founde.” 

Curaolote at pat tyme seide but lite ; 




pierce* the 

sultan's 

shield, 


9764 


9768 


but his own 
is flung to 
the ground. 


9772 


9776 

The two 
Judges, 
Clarin and 
Cursolt, 
discuss the 
event 

9780 


Univ. Coll. MS. 

He sent, and in his a-rest hit cast 
Partanope In grete hast 
Of Gaudyns toke a grete spere tho. 9764 
There-wyth the Saudan) ne hit so 
In-to the vpper of the Sheld, 

That tyssew and bocle in-to the feeld 
Fly and att to peses brak. 9768 

The spere a fote throw the Sheld stake. 

The Sowdan) hym) hit so a-yen). 

That this shela ho made flene 
From) the shuldyr in-to the layre. 9772 
Be-twen) hem) be-gynneth a sharpe 
fayre. 

Partanope her-of was shame-fast 
The Sowdan) gladded, and forth past 
Throw the Reynes wele faryngly. 9776 
Kync Claryns in the toure an) hye 
Seyd the Soudan) better hadde. 
Cureolot hym) answeryth wyth wordes 
sadde: 

“The whitte sheld ys now at 
ground, 9780 

But his mayster on) hors ys found.” 
Cureolot at that tyme sayd but lyte ; 


Ratal. MS. 

He sent, and in his reste it caste. 
Partonope J*r-w«'tA in grete haste 
Of Gaudyn) toke a grete spere )». 9764 
Ther-witA pe soudan he hit soo 
In-to )>e vppere of pe shelde, 

That tessewe and bokett in-to pe felde 
Fley, and al to peces brake. 9768 
The spere as styte porwe Pe shelde 
stake. 

The soudan) po hym hit ayen), 

That his shulder in-to be lavre. 9772 
Betwene hem begynnyth a sharpe feyre. 

1 Partonope here-of was shamefaste. 

The soudan) gladydc, and furthe paste 
Thorwe pe renges faryngly, 9776 

Kynge Claryons in the toure on hye 
Seyae J>e soudan pe be ter hade. 
Courseiot answerde wordes sade : 9779 

P leaf 85, back] 

“ The wyte shelde is nowe at grounde, 

But his maister on hors is founde. ” 
Curelot at pat tyme seyde but lyte ; 
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Pftitonop* 

gtumew 

•livery 

shirtl 

and a spear. 


He attacks 
Armani, 
and strikes 
him from 
his saddle. 


For after he thought he wolde quyte 
Kyng Claryns, when Partonope 
Hadde mette J>e Soudan in such degre, 
That he were quytte aroyd J>e felde. 
Melior hym herde, and eke be-helde 
The turnement and all J>e route. 

LyteH Ioy Jterof, wit/t oaten doute, 

She hadde, for fewe of hem she knewe. 
In lovyng her hert was euer trewe. 
Parton[op]e asked a sheld in haste 
Gaudyn |>at on hym loke^ taste, 

FuH fressh y-paynted of siluer bright. 
It was right sure and ^er-to light. 

A spere he toke bo^e grete and fyne. 
Therwith he ranne to a saresyne, 
Armauus he liight with-oute more, 
Partonope to hym Ranne so sore, 

And in J>e shelde so hym hitte. 

That in his sadile longer to sitte 
Hadde he no power, but oute he flye, 
And fell to grounde, »He men it se. 

This Armauns was holdo a worfii man. 


9784 


9788 


9792 


9796 


9800 


9804 
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For after he thoght he wold quyte 
Kyng Clarina / whan) Partanope 9784 
Had mett the Sowdan) m auche 
degre, [leaf 87, back) 9785 

That he were quyte a-myde the feld. 
Meliore hym) herd and eke be-heeld 
The turnement and aft the rowte. 9788 
Lytytt Ioy there-of, wyth-oaten) dowte, 
8he had, for few of hem) she knew. 

In loving her hert was euer trew. 9791 
"DArtanope asked a sheld in hast 
Gaudyna that on) hym) loked fast, 
Fuff fresch I-pey[n]ted of siluer bryght. 
Hit was ryght sure and ther-to lyght. 
A spere he toke both grete and fyne. 
There-wyth he ranne to a sarasyn), 
Armans he hyght wyth-oute more. 
Partanope to hym) ranne so sore, 

And in the Sheld so hym) hytt, 9800 
That in his sadyft lengyr to sytt 
Hadde he no power, but oute he flye 
And fyft to ground ; aft men) hit sye. 
This army s was hold a worthie 
man) 9804 


For after he fought he wolde quyte 
Kynge Claryns, when Partonope 9784 
Hade met fie soudan in soych degre, 

That he were quyte amyde f>e felde. 
Melyore hym herde, and eke be-helde 
The turment and aft f>e route. 9788 
Lytitt Ioye )>er-of, witAout doute, 

She hade, for fewe of hem she knewe. 
In louy(n]ge hert was euer trewe. 

IT Partonope askede a shelde in haste. 
Gaudyn) on hym lokede faste, 9798 
Fuff I-peyntyde of syluer bright. 

Hit was right sure and fier-to light. 

A spere he toke grete and fyne. 9796 
There-witA he ran) to fie sarsyn), 
Armant he hit witA-out more. 
Partonope to hym ran) so sore, 

And in jie shelde so hym hit, 9800 
Than in his saditt lenger to syte 
Hade he no poure but out he flee 
And fift to grounde, aft men it see. 
Armant was a worthy man). 9804 
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Partonope forpe on hors-bak ranne 
Throw pe Reynee right to pe soudan. 

And pere he smote a knyght called Logan) 

That pe soudan loved wele pan, 9808 

And to grounde gothe hore and man. PeafiM) 

Atte soudans fote aU pis was do. 

The soudan was wode for angre po, 

And his spere pen toke in haste, 9812 

And to Partonope rideth as faste 
prow pe prese hym forto fynde, 

And throw the v entay lle in his necke be-hynde 
He hym smote with his spere po, 9816 

That all to peces it brake a-twoo. 

His swerde perwith po pulled he 
And smote vpon pe helme of Partonope. 

When he aapied pat it was he, 9820 

His swerde he pulled oute anoon Right. 

On hym he leide with aH his myght, 

And on his helme suche strokes gafe he, 

The rede fyre per-of did oute flie. 9824 

And thus they hurle prow pe prese, 


Ha unborn** 
Logan, 
a friend of 
the Sultan's. 


The SnlUn 

it fiiriou*, 

and mib«s 

at Parto- 
nope. 

A terrible 
fight ensue#. 
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Partonope forth a bakk ranne 
Thorw the Reynee ryght to the Sowdan). 
And there he emot a knyght callyth 
Logan), 

That the sowdan) wele than), 9808 
And to ground goth hore and man). 
Atte Sowdan) foote att this was doo. 
The Sowdan) was wode for angre tho, 
And his spere than) toke in hast, 9812 
And to Partonope rydeth as fast 
Thorw the prese hym) for to fynde. 
And throw the ventoytt in his nek be- 
hynd 

He hym) smote wy th his spere tho, 9818 
That att to pesys hit brak in two. 

His swerd tnere-wyth oute pullyth he, 
And Bmote vpon) the helme of Parto¬ 
nope. 

Whan) he aspyed that hit was he, 9820 
His swerd he pulled oute anon) ryght. 
On) hym) he leyde wyth att his myght, 
And on) his helme suche strokis gafe he, 
The Rede fyre there-of dya oute 
fle. (leaf 88] 9824 

And thus they hurle forth throw the 
prese, 


Raid. MS. 

Partonope furthe on hors-bake ranne 
Thorwe pe ranges of pe soudan). 

Ther he smote a knyght callede Logan), 

That pe soudan) louyde wett pan). 9808 


At pe soudans foote att pis was do. 

The Soudan) was wode for anger >o. 
And his spere pen toke in haste, 9812 
And to Partonope Rydy th faste 86 

Thorwe pe prese hym to fynde, 

And porwe pe ventoitt in pe nyke be- 
. hvnde 

He hym smote wttA his spere po, 9816 
That att to peces it brake tho. 

His swerde per-witA pullede out he, 
And smote on pe helme of Partonope. 

When he asspyede pat it was he, 9820 
His swerde he pullede out right. 

On hym he leyde wttA att his myght. 
And on) his helme soyche strokes gaf he, 
That rede fyre per-of dyde out fle. 9824 

Thus pey hurle porwe pe prase, 
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Part on ope 


thronsh the 
ground of 
the Saltan, 
end it 
attacked 

from 

ell sidi 


Bat Oeadia 
comet to 
hit rescue. 


Gendin an. 
horses Br j 
end Armani. 


TiH Partonope, with-oute any leae, 

Was passed )>e Reynes of pe soudan, 

So ferforth tiH pat he came 
To pe walles of pe toure 
Wherin sate faire Meliore. 

And atte laste pen Partonope ' 

Aspied how ferre passed was he 
Throw pe strength of pe soudan, 

Tho hym to pinke he be-gan 
How he hadde folyle ydo, 

For many a saresyn on hym po 
Leide on right faste and blyve, 

That it was wonder how he on lyve 
Might passe pat grete pronge. 

But Gaudyn of herte fuH stronge 
Sawe at mysschief Partonope, 

And in his reate his spere leide he, 

And fieraly into pe prese he passed. 

A saresyn from hors-bak he casted, 

A worpi knyght pat hight Bry. 

The saresynes sette yp a deviH crye. 

To pe morreis kyng he was a good poste, 


9828 


9832 


9836 


9840 


9844 


Unix. Coll. MS. 

Tytt Partanope, wyth-oute ony leae, 
Was passed the Reynes of the Sowdan), 
8 o fer-forth tytt that he came 9828 
To the wallre of the toure, 

Where-in sate fayre Meliore 
And at the last than) Partanope 
Aspyed how ferre past was he 9832 
Throw the strynght of the Sowdan). 
Tho hym) to thenk he be-ganne 
How he had follyly I-do. 

For many a Sarasyn) on) hym) tho 9836 
Leyd on) ryght fast and by-lyre, 

That hit was wondyr how he on lyve 
Myght passe that grete th[r]onge 
But Gaudyns of hert futt stronge 9840 
Saw at myschyf Partanope, 

And in his rest hys spere lyed he, 

And feershly in-to the prese be past. 

A Sarasyn) fro hors-bak he cast, 9844 
A worthy knyght that hyght Bry. 

The Saraayn)s sett vp on) a devytt crye, 
To the morreys kyng he was a good 
post, 


Raul. MS. 

Titt Partonope, witA-ont less, 

Was paste pe renge of pe soudan, 

So ferre-furthe titt p at he cam 9828 
To pe wattes of pe toure, 

Where-in sat feyre Melyore. 

And at be laste pen Partonope 
Asspyede howe ferre paste was he 9832 
Thorwe pe strenght of pe soudan. 

To hym to thynke he be-gan) 

Howe he hade folyle do. 

For many a sarson on hym po 9836 
Leyde on right faste ana blyue, 

That it was wonder howe he on lyue 
Myght passe pat grete pronge. 

But Gaudyn of hert futt stronge 9840 
Sawe at meschef Partonope, 

And in his reste a spere leyde he, 

And fe[r>ly in-to pe prese he paste, 

A sarson fro hors-bake he caste, 9844 
A worthy knyght pat hight Bry. 

The saraons set vp an devitt crye 
To pe Morre Kynge was a good poste, 
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For he was constable of his osfce. [leaf u*. back) 9848 
His spere brake, oute gothe hia swerde ; 

As a lyon) fierse he ferde. 

Armaunt he smote, anoper knyght, 

So from his hors-hak he made hym light. 9852 

His helme was pe ferst pat came to grounde. 

Grete strokes he yave in pat stounde. 

So manly at J>at tyme sopely was he, 

That rescowed was good Partonope 9856 

With-oute mayme or grete wounde. 

Wele quytte hym Gaudyn pat stounde. 

But hope achafed were right wele,* 

# 

And many a stroke ganne pey fele.* 9860 

The soudan hurte was somdele. 

That kyng Corsolot * aspied wele, 

And gladde is he of his declyn e. •- 
Thes wordes he seide to Claryne: 9864 

u )5e soudan hoveth as hevy as lede, 

The tope-ache I trow be in his hede. 

Sir, he not wrope of pat I sey, 

The white shelde pinketh not to dey 9868 

9859. MS. wele right 

9860. MS. And grete strokes haddc many a knyght 
9862. MS. Coraolto. 


King Cur- 
•oit 1> glad 
that the 
Saltan haa 
not got the 
better of 
the knight 
of the white 
shield. 
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For he was Constable of his Ost. 9848 
His spere brak, oute goth his Swerd ; 
As a lyon) fecrse he fecrd. 

Armaunt he smote a-nother knyght, 

So fro hore-bak he made hym) lyght 
His helme was the ferst that come to 
ground. I 1 leaf 88. back) 9853 

Grete strokes he yafe in that stound. 
So manly at that tyme sothly was he, 
That rescowed was good Partanope 9856 
Wyth-oute mayne or grete wound. 
Wele quy te hym) Gauayn) that stound, 
But both a-chased were ryght wele, 
And many a stroke ganne they feele. 9860 
fPHe Sowdan) hurt was som) dele. 
That kyng Cursolotaspyed wele, 
1 And glad ys he of hia declyne, 

These wordes he sayd to Claryng: 9864 
“ The Sowden) houeth as hevy as lede. 
The tothe-ache I throw be in his hede. 
Syr, be not wroth of that I seye, 9867 
The white Sheeld thenketh not to dye 


Rawl. MS. 

For he was counstabitt of his oste. 9848 
His spere brake, out gothe )>e swerde ; 
And as a lyon fers he ferde. 

•Arraant smote a-no>er knyght. 

Fro his hors-beke he made hym light, 
His helme was fyrste pit come to 
grounde. I 1 leaf 8«, back] 9853 
Crete strokes he yaf in pit stounde. 

So manly at pit tyme was he, 

That rescowede was Partonope 9856 
WitA-out mayme ore wounde. 

Wett quyte hym Gaudyn pat stounde, 
But bothe achafede were right wett, 
And many a stroke gon pey fele. 9860 
IT The soudan) hurt was somdett. 

That kynge Courslot asspyede wett, 
And glade is he of his declyne. 

This wordea he seyde to Claryne : 9864 
"The soudan houyth heuy as lede, 

The tothe-ache I trowe be in his hede. 
Sir, be not wrothe of pit I sey, 9867 
The whyte shelde thynkyth not to dey 
935 S. rescowede] o liJct e. 
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The King 
of Prance 
oheenree to 
the Emperor 
of Spain 
that the two 
eompanione 
hare proved 
the beet 
knight* that 
day. 


At Jiis tyme in the soudan8 dette, 

For skillfully with hym ha)>e he mette.” 
Gaudyn and eke Partouope 
From )>e tumey wttA-drawen be 
Vnto an haue-thorne hem to avente; 

Of gothe her helmes be one assente. 

The kyng of Fraunce be-helde hem wele, 
And then he knew hem neuer a dele. 

To J>e Eraperowr of Spayne £en aeide he : 

M These two knyghtis fuH good men be. 
And beste in )>e turney hane done J>is day/ 
Seide the Emperour: “ J>at is an easy assay. 
In the be-gynnyng they peyn to faste. 
Comenly suche men mow not laste; 
Prysaunteres such folke called be. 
bat allday men may sopely se 
Such laste not but lytitt while.— 

Tlierwith J>e Emperour gan smyle— 

But wole ye make a good assay, 

Take [hede] of hem £e prid day/ 


9872 

9876 

9880 

9884 

[leaf 125] 

9888 


Univ. CoU. MS. 

At this tyrue in the sowdans dette, 

For Skyllefully wytli hym) hath he 
mett/ 

Gaudyn) and eke Partanope 
From) the turnay wyth-driwen be 9872 
Vn-to an) haw-thron) hem) to a-vent; 
Of goth her helmes be one assent. 

The kyng of Fraunse be-heeld them) 
wele, 

And than) he knew hem) neuer a dele. 
To the emperoura of Spayn) than) sayd 
he: 9877 

" These two knyghte* futt goode men) 
be, 

And best in the tnrnay hane done this 
day.” 

Sayd the Emperoure: "That ys an) 

assay, 9880 

In the be-gynnyg they payn) to fast, 
Comenly suche men) mow not last; 
Prysaunteres suche folk callvth be. 
That ait day men) may sothly se 9884 
Suche last not but lytytt while.— 
Therewvth the emperoure gan) smyle.— 
But wole ye make a good assay 
Take of hem) the thyrd day.” 9888 


RawL MS. 

At >is tyme in |>e soudans det, 9869 
For skittfutty he hathe hym met” 
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J>e kyng of Frau lice answerde ayee : 

“ On pe prid day, how euer it be. 

Of pis day they wole haue pe prise, 

They xnoete nedes be myn avise.” 

Gaudyn and also Partonope 
After her refresshyng hope be 
Into pes reynes turned ayein. 

Fresshe and lusty yamied they bene. 
Eiche of hem toke hyra his shelde, 

Many a man po hem be-helde. 

Into pe Reynes they come fresshly, 

Eiche hadde in hande a spere full sturdy. 
They spare no man pat hem wole byde, 
They were right lusty at pat tide. 

FuH wele they lust pat ilke day. 
bere was no man durate hem assay, 

But of hym they hadde pe victory, 

So sore her aduerearies they did wry. 

The day gan faste drawe to an ende, 

That eiche man pought home to wende, 
And tumey no more as for pat nyght. 
The kyng of Syre he made a fight, 
Comyng in sodeuly with his meanye. 

A worthy and a noble knyght was he. 
When eiche man wende home forto go, 
He and his meany despitousely tho 
On euery syde gan ley on faste. 

Men toke her sheldes to hem in haste. 


9892 

Partonope 
and Gendin 
re-enter the 
Mate and 
carry all 

_ ^ ^ _ before them. 

9896 


9900 


9904 


9908 


The King 
of Syria 
appears end- 
A .. A dtnly with 

9912 his retinue. 


9916 
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Then was do man) drust hem) assay, 
But of hym) they had the victetory. 


The kyng of Fraunse answered a-ye: 

“ On) the third day, How-euer hit be, 
Of this day they wytt haue the prise, 
They must 9892 

/^■Audyns and also Partanope 

After her refreschyng hath be 
In-to the reynes turneth a-yen), 9895 
Fresch and lusty I-armed they bene. 
Eche of hem) toke hym) his sheld, 
Many a man) do hem) be-heeld. 9898 
ln-to the Reynes they come freschly, 
Ech had in hand a spere futt sturdy. 
They spare no man) that hem) wott 
a-byae. [i i«»f 89] 9901 

1 They were Ryght lusty atte that tyde. 
Futt welt they luste that ylke day. 


So sore her aduersaries dyd they 
wrey. 9906 

The day gan) fast draw to ende, 

That eche man) thoght home to wend, 
And tumey no more as for that 
nyght. 9909 



As worthey and noble kyng was he. 9912 
Whanne eche man) wend home for to 


go. 

He had his meyne dyspetusly tho 
On) euery syde gonne ley on) fast. 9915 
Men) toke her sheeldes to him) in hast. 
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He on. 

horse* 

Gftudln, 


but is la 
his turn un¬ 
horsed by 
Partonope. 


Gaud in cap¬ 
tures the 
king's steed, 


while a Sara- 
ran leaps on 
Gaudina 
own hone. 


Gaudyn anoone with spere and shelde 
Turned ayein into )>e felde. 

)3e duke of Loreyn) anoone hym mette ; 

Eiche be ojwr full litett they sette. 9920 

Good knyghtis they were hope two. 

But yite Gaudyn myshapped po. 

For pe kyng of Syre in pat felde 

So fienly hym hitte in pe shelde, 9924 

That from his hore he made hym light, [leaf ns, back] 
When Partonope sawe pat sight, 

That Gaudyn his frcnde was atte grounde, 

With a spere hope grete and rounde 9928 

He Ranne to the kyng pan of Syre, 

And hym hitte with so grete an Ire, 

Oute of his sadile he made hym lepe. 

Gaudyn p«r-of anoone toke kepe 9932 

And freeshly sesed the kynges stede. 

But or he myght hym any firp er lede, 

The kynges meany to hym so raught, 

pat of hem many a stroke he caught. 9936 

And in pis meane while a saresyne 

Is lept to pe hors of Gaudyn. 


Unix. ColL MS. 

Gaudyn) a non) wyth spere and schyeld 
Turned a-yen) in-to the feeld. 

The duke of Loryn) a-non) hym) mett; 
Eche be other fuH lytett tho sett. 9920 
Goode knyghtes they were both two. 
But yet Gaudyns mys happed tho, 

For the kyng of Syre in that feld 
So feersly nit hym) on) the Sheeld, 9924 
That from) his hors he made hym) lyght. 
Whan) Partanope saw that syght, 

That Gaudyn) his feere was to ground, 
Wytli a spere both grete and round, 9928 
He ranne to the kyng than) of Syre, 
And hym) hit wytn so grete an) Ire, 
Oute of his sadytt he made hym) lecpe. 
Gaudyn) thereof a-non) toke kepe, 9932 
And rresshly sesyd the kynges steede. 
But or he myght hym) ony further 
leede, 

The kynges meyne to hym) so rauth, 
That of hem) many a stroke he cauth. 
And in this mene while a saresyn) 9937 
Ys lept on) the hora of Gaudyn). 


Rawl. MS. 

1 Gaudyn anone witA spere and ahelde 
Turnede ayen in-to >e felde. 

The duke of Loreyne anone hym met; 
Eche by o per futt lytitt Jwy set. 9920 
Good knyghtes J>ey were bothe two. 
But yet Gaudyn myshappyde >o. 

For J>e kynge of Scyre in Jwt felde 
So fersly hit hym on pe shelde, 9924 
That fro his hors he made hym light. 
When Partonope sawe Jwt sight, 

That Gaudyn) his fere was at grounde, 
WitA a spere bothe grete and rounde 
He Ran) to )» kynge of Scyre, 9929 
And hit hym witA so grete Ire 
Out of his saditt he made hym lepe. 
Gaudyn) per -of toke good kepe, 9932 
And freshly sesede Pe kynges stede. 
But ore he myght hym ony forJ«ere led, 

The kynges men to hym so raught. 
That of hem many a stroke caught. 

In >ia mene while a sarsyne 9937 
Ys lepte on J>e hors of Gaudyn). peaf 87] 
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Partonope pat hym neuir fayled at nede, 
[Thought to gete ayen) his stede], 

Leide on so faste rounds a-boute, 

He hathe hym rescowed from att pe route, 

That harmelesse escaped hope they be. 

9940 


For besy is att pe kynges meanye 

Of Syre hym prow pe place to lede 

On fote; for loste he hadde his stede. 

9944 


Att folke herwith departed onoone 

From pe turnement and streight gone 

9948 

Night U 
muilng on. 
The tourna¬ 
ment U over 

To her loggeyng in grete haste. 


for the day, 

The nyght falleth on hem wonder faste. 

The herowdes crye : u A hostett, a hostett ! ” 
Partonope and Gaudyn pat right wett 

9952 

and the two 
friends rids 

In pe turnement haue bore hem pat day, 

To her loggeyng they ride in fresshe array. 
Cursolote sethe hem hope two 

To her loggyng harmelesse go. 

9956 

bark to their 
lodgings. 

He seide: “ God blessed pou be 

• 

Cur*olt says 
that the 

Bope my ffrendes yonder I se 


knight of 


Univ. Coll. MS. 

Partanope that hym) neu/rr fayled at 
nede, 

Leyde on) so fast hym) rounds a-boute, 
He hath hym) rescowed from) att the 
rowte, 89, back) 

That harmeles scapvth they be. 

For besy ya att the kynges meyne 9944 
Of Svre hym) thoght the prese to lede 
On) fott; he hath for lost his ateede. 
Al folke her-wyth departe a-non) 

Fro the turnement, and atreyght gone 
To her loggyng in grete hast. 9949 
The' nyghtfalleth on) hem) won d re fast. 
The herowdw crye ait: “ Hoetett, a 
hostett! ” 

Partanope and Oaudyn) that ryght 
wett 9952 

In the turnement haue bor* hem) that 
day, 

To her loggyng they ryde in fresch 
aray. 

Cursolot ?eth hem) both two 

To her loggyng harmeles they go, 9956 

He seyd : “ God blessed thow be, 

Both my freend« yonde I se 

9950. nyglit] US. myght. 
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Partonope hym not faillede at nede, 

Thought to gete ayen) his stede, 9940 
Leyde out so faste hym aboute, 

He hathe hym rescowede fro >e Route 

That harmeles eacapede bothe pey be. 
For besy is att >e kynges meyne 9944 
Of Scyre hym j>orwe pe prese to lede 
On fote for loste he hade his stede 
H Att folke with pis departede anone 
Fro Pe turment and streight gone 9948 
To per logynge in grete haste 
The nyght fallyth on hem faste 
The herauudes crye an hostett. 

Partonope and Gaudyn) pat right wett 

In pe turment haue bore hem pat day, 

To per logynge pey rede in freshe array. 

Curslot setlie hem bothe two 
To Per logynge harmeles goo. 9956 
He seyde : “ God blyssede )>ou be, 
Bothe my frendes yen I see. 
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th« white 
shield lisa 
carried the 
day. 


Clarin 
thinks he la 
loo raah in 

J living hia 
□dgmtnt 


To her herborowe go saufe and sounde. 

I wolde it hadde coste me an hundred pounde, 
Be so I wiste what they were. 

But wele I wote, he )>at do^e here 
The white shelde f be myn avise, 

Of )>i8 day is worthy J>e prise.” jietf mi 

AB J)o pat hym herde, seide not ones nay, 

Save kyng Cl&ryns ; for to his pay 
In no wise f>ee wordes were seide. 

“ The £rid day shutt we knowe )>e breiile. 

Be J>at tyme moche J>ing may falle. 

Ye be to hasty now forto calle 
Hym beste }>at bere^ J»e white slielde 
Of aB J»at were to-day in ^e felde. 

FuB yore it is now ago 
I haue herde sey, and o per mo, 

That who so yeveth hasty Iugement 
Moete be |>e first )>at shaB repent.” 

Jjerwith Jjes knyghtis bo|>e two 
Of pea fringes more speke J>ei not £o. 

But Partonope and gentiB Gaudyne 


9960 


9964 


9968 


9972 


9976 
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To her herborw go safe and sound. 

I wottd yt had cost me an) hundred 
pound 9960 

Be so I wvst waht they were. 

But wett I wote he that doth here 
The whitte 8heeld, be myn) awyse, 

Of this day ys worthie the prvse. ” 9964 
All do that hem) herd, seya not onys 
nay, 

Saf kyng Claryns ; for to his pay 
In no wyse these wordes wer< sayd. 
“The tnyrd day Shalt we know the 
brayd. 9968 

Be that tyme moch thynge may fait. 
He and ye be to hasty now for to catt 
Hym) best that berytn the whyte Sheld 
Of att that were to-day in the feld. 9972 
Full yor* now hit ys a-goo 
I haue herd sey, and other moo, 

That who so yeveth hasty Iugegyment 
Must be the fyrst that shatt repent.” 
There-wyth these knyghtis both two 
Of these thynge# more spak they not 
tho. 9978 

'But Partanope and gentytt Gaudyn) 


Jtaicl. MS. 


I wolde I wyste what hey were. 

Wett I wot, he pat dothe here 
Bere h* whyte shelde, be myne avyse, 
Of hi* day is worthy h« pryse. ” 9964 

Alt Jwt nyra herde, seyde not onys" 
nay, 

Saf kynge Clarins ; for to his pay 
In no wyse h»» wordes were Seyde. 

‘ ‘ The iy day we shatt knowe pe brayde. 

Be )>at tyme meche thynge shatt fait. 
Ye be to hasty nowe to calt 
Hym beste )wt beryth whyte shelde 
Of alt Jwt were to-day in felde. 9972 
Futt yore nowe it is agoo 
I haue herde sey, and oher mo, 

That who so yevyth hasty Iugement 
Moete be fyrste fat shatt repent." 
Ther-w»t* hi* knyghtes bothe twoo 
Of his thynge# more speke h*y ho- 9978 
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Arne at her soper and drynke pe wyne 9980 

As fresshe as to hem may be brought. 

Of her grete strokes they rekke nought. 

Gaudyn beholdeth wele Partonope, 

And gretely mervayleth of his beaute, 9984 

How semely he was, how longe, how brode. 

Hym to be-holde fuH longe he stode. 

And he thought euer in his corage: 

He myght not be borne of pore lynage. 9988 

And wele he sighe pat he was peusife, 

He fought his herte was in grete strife. 

Of pis grete mervaylle po hadde he, 

What cause or what it myght be 9992 

That made hym in suche hevynesse. 

Hym thought he hadde cause of gladnesse. 

Hym to com forte in his herte he caste, 

And merely he brake oute atte laste, 9996 

And seide: “ My ffrende Partonope, 

What is pe cause pat ye mow be 
In hevynesse faH so sodenly ? 

I trowe for ye haue so manly 1 0000 

Now borne you in pis tumement, 

Ye are aferde leste pe Iugement 

To haue pis lady shuld falle* on you. [leaf m, back] 

Be gladde man, loke vpp lightly no we, 10004 

And be re pe wele pe prid day. 

10003. falle] MS. fast«. 


Partonope 
and GatiUin 
go to 
tapper. 


Gaudin 
wonders why 
hit friend 
looks so tad, 


and tries 
to cheer 
ltim up. 
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Arne at her Soper, and drynke the 
w ynne 9980 

As frescft as to hem) may be 
brovth. [leaf ® 0 ] 

Of her grete strokys the rek noght, 
Gaudyn) be holdeth wele Partanope, 
And gretely mervaylet of his beawte, 
How semely he was, how longe and 
how brode. 9935 

Hym) to be-hold futt longe he stoode. 
And he thoght euer in hu corage : 

He myght not be borne of pore 

J ynage. 9988 

And wele he sygh that he was pynsyfe, 
He thoght his hert was in grete stryfe. 
Of this grete mervayle tho had he 


Coil. MS. 

What cause or what hyt myght be 9992 
That made hym) in such hevynesse. 

Hym) thoght he had cause of glad¬ 
nesse. 

Hym) to comfort in his hert he cast 
And raeryly brak oute at the last, 9996 
And sayd : "My frend Partanope, 
What ys the cau^e that ye now be 
In hevynes fait so sodenly ? 

I trow for ye haue so manly 10000 

Now borne yow in this tumement. 

Ye are a-ferd last the Iugement 
To haue this lady shuld fatt on) yow. 
Be glad man), loke vp lyghtely 
now, 10004 

And here the wele the thyrd day. 
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At tuoriM 
they bear 
man, and 
than ride 
to tha 

tournament. 


Ccraott 
remarks 
to Clarin 
that they 
are the drat 
on tha spot. 


Tha 8ultan 
and Parto- 
nope charge 
each other. 


And J>en I dam savely say 

Thou shalte haue hir and moche more." 

Partonope J>er-with sighed sore, 

And seide: “ I were wele, hadde I )>at! ” 
Gaudyn J>erwith on his bedde sate, 

And made hym redy to take his reste. 

To do )>e same Partonope made hym preate. 
To bedde they go for )»t nyght. 

On morrowe as sone as J>e sonne bright 
Ganne shewe her beames oute of her spere, 
They ben rissen masse forto here. 

And }en after arme hem be oone assent, 

A nd made hem redy to pe tumement. 
Thidder be they come with her squyers 
Fresshly ryding vpon her dextreres. 

Into )>e felde they do as they mowe. 
Curselote hem seeth, and then he lowe. 

And Claryn seide: “ Lo, yonder I se 
Be the morowe now come be 
Thes tweyn) ^afc yestir-evyn fuH late 
Caught )>e laste stroke; and yite algate 
It semeth they wole first wynne. 

Lette se who shaft £is game be-gynne.” 

TO felde is come pe fierse soudan, 

In his company many a lusty man, 

And faire renge hem in )>e felde. 
Herawdes hem nombred a thousand sheld. 


10008 


10012 


10016 


10020 


10024 


10028 


10032 
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6 

M 


And than) I dare savely saye 1 
Thow shallt haue her and moch more. 
Partanope there-wyth syghed sore, 

And seya : “ I were wele/ had I that! ” 
Gaudyn) the[r]-wyth on) nis bedde sate. 
And made hym) redy to take his rest. 
To do the same Partanope made hym) 
prest. 10012 

To bed they go for that nyght. 

On) mo row as sone as the sone sonne 
bryght 

Ganne shew her bemes oute of her 
speere, 

They bene rysyn) masse for to 
here. 10016 

And than) after arme hem) be one 
assent, 


And made hem) redy to the tumement. 
Thy therbe they come wyth her Squyers 
Freschly rydyng vpon) her dex- 
tre[rjys *>, back] 10020 

In-to the feeld they do as they mow. 
Curoolot hem) seeth, and than) he lows. 
And Claryn) sayd : “ Lo, yondre 1 se 
Be the morow now come be 10024 

These twyn) that yster-even) fuH late 
Caught the last stroke ; and yet algate 
Hyt semyth they wott the fyret wynne. 
Late se how satt this game begynne. ” 
To feld ys come the fresch Sawdan), 

In his company many a lusty man). 
And fayre Renge hem) in the feeld. 
Herawdes hem) nombre a thousand 
sheeld, 10032 
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This 8&wdan, J>is lusty knyglit, 

Taketh his shelde anoone right. 

Sett© helme on hede, and taketh his spere. 

Partonope )>at hoveth from hym ferre, 10036 

Was redy anoone withouten lette. 

This soone to-gedre they mette 
Futi fresshly, men myght se, I trowe. 

The soudan bare his spere to lowe. 10040 

There he hadde wente to haue smytte Partonope 
Amyddes j>e shelde, it happed ^at he 
Smote his sadill in J>e fore arsone. 

The spere so lowe dissended a-dovrne, Nm 10044 
l)at it into peces lley into J>e felde. 

Partonope hym hitte amydde shelde 
So sturdely in aU his myght, 

That fro his hors he made hym light, 10048 

And leide hym flatte J>en in J>e mede. 

Partonope J>erwith sesed his stede, 

But it was not for hym* to abyde. 

And £en he seide : “ Who lust to ride 10052 

Lepe on his bake, take hym anoone.” 

To j>e rescowe come of pe sowdon 
A thousand Knyghtes and many moo. 

Who lust to laughe but Cursolote £o1 10056 

And )>en he seide to kyng Claryne : 

“ This game is be-gonne wele n-fyne.” 

FuH besy nowe aH pea knyghtes be 

10051. MS. for hym not 


The SnlUa 
is over- 
thrown. 


Cursolt ta 
pleated. 
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This Sawdan), that lusty knyght, 
Taketh hys Sheeld a-non) rygnt, 

8 ett helme on) hede, and taketh his 
spere. 10085 

Partanope that houeth fro hym) ferre, 
Was redy a-non) wyth-outen) lett. 
Thus sone to-gydyr they mett 
Fntt freshly, men myght se, I trow. 
The sowdan) bare hys spere to 
low. 10040 

There he had went smyt Partanope 
A-myddys The Sheeld, hit happed 
tha[t] he 

Smote his sadyB in the fore arson, 

The spere so low descendyd a-doune, 
That nit on) peesis fly in-to the feld. 

PARTONOPE. 


Digitized by Google 


Partanope hym) hit a-rayde the Sheeld 
So sturayly in all his myght, 10047 
That fro his hors he made hym) lyght, 
And leyd hym) flatt than) in the med. 
Partanope there-wyth se[s]yth his steed, 
But it was nogftt for hym) to abyde. 
And than) he sayd: “Who lust to ryde 
Lepe on) his bak, take hym) a-none. ” 
To the rescow of the soudan) 

A thousand knyghtes and many on) 
mo. 10055 

Who lust to laugh but Oursolot tho ? 
And than) he sayd to kyng Claryne : 

** This game ys be-gonne wele a-fyne.” 
Full besy now all these knyghtes 
be (W9l 
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Partonope 

E rtssea 
ravel j on, 


till at last 
be arrives 
at the tower 
where 
Melior sits. 


He salutes 
"hi* Lady, 
and asks her 
mercy. 


At the same 
t> me he lifts 
his spear 
and offers 
her the flag. 


The Queen 
takes it, 
and begs 


Her maister to rescowe, and Partonope, 

Seith to pe soudan he myght no more do. 

The prese was so grete a-boute hym J»o. 

He wele be-thought hym, and atte laste 
Fresshly into J>e prese he J>raste. 

And a saresyn he yave suche a dynte, 

To J>e grounde he feH; he was but shent. 
Partonope on hym no-j>ing a-bode, 

But fiersly J»row )>e prese he rode, 

And manly )>row J»e prese he paste. 

Or he was warre, he come as faste 
Vnto J>e gate which was pe toure 
Where as Meliore, pe fresshe floure, 

Sate in a wyndowe and loked oute. 

Anoone as Partonope with-oute doute 
Aspied his lady and sawe hir }>ere, 

He spared at J>at tyme for no fere, 

But salowed* his lady fuH piteousely, 

And seide : “ Of your servaunte now haue mercy, 
And take pis token now of me ! ” 

And J>er-with-aH good Partonope 

Putt vp his spere and proffered his getone, 

Seing J>e felde and aH }>e towne. 

Vpon his getone she did loke, 

And fro pe spere to hir she it toke, [leaf m, backj 
And seide to hym : “ TeB me ayein 

10077. salowed] MS. folowed. 


10060 


10064 


10068 


10072 


10076 


10080 


10084 


Univ. 

Her mayster to re[s]cow, and Partanope 
Seyth to the Soudan) he myght no 
mors do. 

The prese was so grete about hym) tho. 
He welt be-thought hym), and at the 
last 

Freschely in-tothe prese he tharst. 10064 
And a Sarysyn) he yafe such a dent, 

To the grounde he fytt, he was shent. 
Partanope on) hym) no-thing a-bode, 
But freschly throw the prese he rode, 
And manly throw that prese past. 10069 
Are he was ware, he come as fast 
V n-to the gate which was the toure 
Where as Melioure the fresch 
floure, 10072 

Fate in a wyndow and loked oute. 


Coll. MS. 

A-none as Partanope wyth-outen) doute 
A-spyed his lady and saw here there, 
He spared at that tyme for no 
fere, 10076 

But salowed his lady futt peteusly, 

And sayd : “ Of youre seruaunt now 
haue mercy, 

And tak this token) now of me ! ” 

And there-wyth-att goode Parta¬ 
nope 10080 

Put yp his spere and proferd his geton), 
Seyng the feld and att the toune. 
Vpon) this geton) She dyd looke, 

And fro the spere to her She hit 
tooke, 10084 

And sayd to hym): “ Tett me a-yen) 

10078 J IS. seruuit. 
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What ye seide and what ye nieane. 

I vnderetonde not, and per-fore teH me.” 

But at pat tyme it myght not be, 

He was in grete pereH of his life sanj faile. 
Thre men of armes did hym assayle 
With grete speres on euery side. 

It was for hym no lenge/- a-bide. 

His swerde he pulled oute delyuerly, 

And bete aH pre fro hym full manly. 

And forpe into |>e Reynes lie praste. 

And a-boute hym leide on faste. 

In pereH of his life nede moste he. 

For in-myddes his Enemeyce fuH but was he, 
And prow the meany he moste nedes passe, 
For aH his felawshipp be-yonde hem wasse. 
Gaudyn seeth Partonope in grete doute, 

And boldly loketh hym a-boute, 

And feersly amonge hem In gothe he 
And leide on faste, Ioy it was to se, 

As he that coupe wele of pat crafte. 

And pus in helpe Partonope he rafte 
From bis Enemeyce hondes wttA-oute doute, 
And harmeles are scaped prowe pe route. 

This is wele, what wole ye more? 

Lete vs speke of faire Meliore, 

For she hath now take his getone 


him to re¬ 
peat what 
he said. 

10088 ButParto- 

nope is now 
in peril of 
his life, 
being in the 
midst of his 
enemies. 

10092 


10096 


10100 

Gaudin sees 
the danger, 
and helps 
him out of 
the press. 

10104 


10108 


Unit. 

What ye sayd and what ye niene. 

I vndyr-stond not, and there-fore tett 
me.” 10087 

But at that tyme hit myght not be, 

He was in grete perett of his lyfe 
saunj fayle. 

Thre men) of armes dyd hym) assayle 
Wytft grete sperys on) euery syde. 10091 
Hit was for hym) no lenger to abyde. 
His Swerd lie pulleth oute delyuerly, 
And beete att thre fro hym) fnft manly, 
And forth in-to the Reynes he tharst. 
And aboute hym) leyde on) fast. 10096 
In perett of his lyfe nede must he, 

For in-myddys his Enemys full but 
was he, (leaf 91, back] 

And thorw the meyne he must nedys 
passe, 
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For all his fclaschip be-yond hem) 

w «- 10100 
Gaudyn) seeth Partanope in grete 
doute, 

And boldely loketh hym) a-boute, 

And feersly a-moDge hem) In goth 
he, 

And leyd on) fast, Ioy for to se, 10104 
As he that coude wele on) that craft 
And thus in help Partanope hym) 
rafte 

From) his enemys hondes wyth-oute 
doute, 

And are harmeles scapyd throw the 
rowte. 10108 

This ys wele, waht wole ye more ? 

1-ate vs speke of fayre Meliore. 

For She hath now take his geton) 

E B 2 
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Mallor 
untie# the 
fiacfrom 
the speer. 


The onlook¬ 
ers think 
thetthe 

wtan {| 

her lover. 
But people 
ere always 

inclined to 
speek 111 of 
Indies. 


Of Partonope, but what J>e enchesone 
Or cause he hadde it hir [to] take, 

She can not wete [ne] for whose sake. 

8he wolde it hadde be a devitt wey 
)>at she so lewde was in pat aray. 

On pe spere it was fastened, 

And she* per-fro it vndede, 

Wherof men speke pan dishouour, 

And seide pat man was hir paramour. 
Though a lady for pe best a ping do, 
Men haue such Ioy to lye so, 

They wole it tume all for pe worste, 

They haue no Ioy to sey the beste. 

Suche mennes tonges gone eusr on wholes. 
This is pe cause, for moete with kelys •? 

Is her dalyaunce and her comenyng. 

And for they mo we hem lightly bryng 
To be foies at her commaundment, 
perform they gife suche Iugement 
On all opere, and wene they were 
Of such condicions and suche man ere. 

Of pee ladies it fareth not so: 

Chaungeable in love they be neuer mo, 

Of troupe in stabilnes they here pe floure. 
In hem is peynted gentilnes and honour. 
Therfore all men pat be so light of tonge 

10118. she] MS. sher. 
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lOllfr 


10120 ' 


[leaf 128) 


10124 


10128 


10132: 


10136 


Of Partanope, but what the encheaon) 
Or cause he had hire to take 10118 

She can) not wytte, ne for whoe sake. 
She wold hit had be a devyti a-wey 
That she so lewde was In that aray. 
On) the spere hit was fastened, 10117 
And she there-fro hit m-dede, 

Where-of men) spake than) dyshon- 
[ou]re, 

And sayd that man) was here para¬ 
moure. 10120 

^Hopht a lady for the best a thing 

Men) haue Suche Ioy to lye So, 

They wold hit turne att for the werst, 
They haue no Ioy to say )» best, 10124 
8 ucne mennys tonges gone euer on) 


This ys the cause, for must wyth kelys 
Ya her dalyaunse and her comonyng, 
And for they mow hem) lyghtly 
bryng 10128 

To be foolis at her oomaundement 
There-fore they gvfe suche Iugement 
On) ait other, ana wene they were 
Of suche condycions and such man- 
ere. 10182 

Of these ladyes hit fareth not so: 
Chaungeable in loue they be neuer mo. 
Of treuth in stabyit-neese they bere 
the floure. 

In hym ys peynted gentylnesse and 
honours. 10186 

There-for ait men) 

(Ml. Coil. MS. miM with thit catchword. 
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That as a grete beH pat longe is ronge 
Noyse her lesynges. God gife hem grace 
Not amonge ladies to dwell any space. 

Now lete [us] speke of faire Meliore, 

That hath taken into pe toure 
Partonopea geton from his spere, 

That into pe felde was sene fuH: ferre. 

And evil! tonges perof speke faste, 

And for pe worsts they euer it caste, 

And she wiste neuer what he was. 

And if she hadde, she wolde haue percase 
Full gladde [be] to haue done hym eace. 

For whome shuld a lady be glad to pleace 
But hym on whome hir herte is sette 1. 

For and they hadde be to-gedre mette, 

No man wolde blame hir, as trow I, 

Though she had pleased hym liertely. 

For who so euer love, I you plight, 

Of hym-self he hath but litiil myght. 

Therfore, lordyngee, as pinketh me, 

In no defaute pan hadde she be. 

Though she hadde shewed hym solace and game, 
And he to hir do also pe same. 

The emperease Partonope not vndiretode. 

But Wrake pat faste be hir abode, 


10140 


10144 


10148 


10152 


10156 


10160 


Herde and wiste wele what he scide. [i«u 128 , Uck] 

And perwith sodenly pis faire maide 10164 

Chonged hir fressh colour rede 
Into pale or wanne as asshes dede. 

Persewise perof toke grete hiede. 

Wrak with Persewise and no mo 10168 

Into pe batilment to-gedre go 
In counsyale to haue her talkyng, 

Where they spake many dynera ping. 

Atte laste seide Wrake to Persewise: 10172 

41 Teti me now fully your avise, 

What man pat was p at right now late 
Hoved on horo-bak here atte yate, 

And profered my lady his gay getonet 10176 

What suppose ye was his enchesone T 


Melior does 
Dot under* 
stand who 
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and tells her 
that the hea 
recognised 
Partonope. 


The Oneen 
{who hat 
joined 
Urake) ia 
anxious to 


he truth. 


Urake pitiee 
her aiater, 


What seide he to my lady, herde not ye 1 
Serteyn,* Perse wise, it was Partonope, 
Our * ffrende, wolde God he were here 
Prively, pat we myght make hym chiere. 
Thanne sholde we here of new tithinge, 
Sith we 8e hym, where his a-bidyng 
Hath be, and how pat he came here.” 

Ye may axe me, lorde, what chere 
Was with Perse wise, pis faire maide, 
When Wrake pes wordes hath seide, 

And yite it shall hir neuer avayle, 
Whepere she make it open or counsaylle. 
Thus many a man his love be-sette, 

To hym it were a grete dele bette 
To be a recluse or elles a frere, 

Or elles txTdede and leide on here, 

Where he shall dwelle for eucr-more, 
Then hathe he an ende of his sore. 

“ Fayre suater,” tho seide the queen), 

“ Of counseylle to I not what I meen). 

My wittes be dee troubled in many wise. 
For in my herte lean not devise 
Who or what man it myght be,] 

That armed atte wyndowe seide to me: 

* Wo be pe tyme pat I euer you sighe.’ 
T[h]o wordes to my herte sitte so nyghe 
J)at be aH-myghty God sittyng above, 
They made me pinke vpon my love. 

And perwith myn olde sekenesse toke me. 
Me thought be his speche it shuld be he. 
And pan to me he put vp his spere, 

Me thought pan I durst wele swere 
It hadde bene he. Lewde foie pat I am, 
And yete I knowe wele pat many a man 
Wote wele he is dede, and I wote also. 
Allas, good suster, what shall I do f 
I ame but dede, my peynes be so sore.” 
Wrake po hadde pite of Meliore, 

10179. MS. inserts seide after Serteyn. 
10180. Our] MS. Your. 
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And thought po she wolde teU euery dele, 

For to hir suster she had not quytte hir wele, 

And seide: u Medame, I you beseche 
In louly wise and with herte meke 
To forgife me pat I haue me mys-take 
To you my lady, for Cristes owne sake.”— 

“ 8ey on, suster,” po seide pis queeu). 

*' Be-twene you and me shaB be no meane 
But ye yowr-self; what euer be mysdo, 

I it you foryeve, and lette it go, 

And eiche of vs lette oper truly trust. 

Te shuB fynde it for pe beste, 

For I am to you bope suster and queen). 

TeB me oute fully what ye meane.” 

“Medame,” she seide, “not longe ago 
I shope me with certeyn men to go 
Vnto pe see forto disporte and play, 

And to Arderne I helde the streight way, 

And vnder pat forest I did ary ve. 

Therin I yede and pen as blyve 
Amonge pe wilde bestes pere I fomle 
Partonope crepyng on knees and honde, 

The moete pitouse and vgly creature 
That God gave to any fygure. 

Herebe8 and grasse to seke for his levyng, 

Olde, roten and tome was his eloping. 

FuB bare his body, eich man myght se [leaf i», back] 
In pat ferefuB place, whereof I hade pite. 

And ofte tyme he sighed wonder sore, 

And per-with he seide: ‘Allas, faire Meliore ! ’ 

And nere I come of hym to haue knowyng. 

But I couthe not knowe hym for no-ping, 

TiB atte laste welny dede was he, 

Than me pought it shuld be 
Be his pereone pis Partonope. 

And hadde I not seide to hym pat ye 
Grete hym wele with aB your herte, 

He hadde sufired elles depes smerte. 

Shorte to sey, I brought hym forpe witJi me 
Home to Salence with fayre trete. 
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She brought 
him to c/mrt. 
and Helior 
herself 
plrdcd him 
with hit 
•word. 


Afterwards 
ha vu loot. 


Now aha 
recognised 
hia voioe. 


Helior dares 
scarcely 
believe it is 
Partonope. 


Hym haue I kept fuB tenderly. 

A Ioyfutt man hym futt ofte made I, 

Seying to hym ye grete hym ofte wele. 

That made hia sorowe fro hym go euerydele, 

And so was lusty as he euer was be-fore. 

Fay rare was he neuer aith he was bore. • 

Into your courte I brought hym prively, 

And bade hym prese to you boldly 
To be gyrde of you as o\er were. 

FuB ofte tyme channged pen his chere. 

Amonge oper with swerde ye hym girde, 

And perwith me thought ye ferde 
As thoughe ye hadde not be wele at eace. 

And pen truly, with-outen leace, 

I voyded hym soone from your presence, 

And he with me into Salence 
Yode ayein, where as he come fro. 
ix dayes a-fore pe Assenc[i]on) pan happed po 
He yede his way, where he be-come I nyste, 

Wherfore I wepte fuH ofte, and wronge my fiste. 

And sith I swere you be my fey, 

I sawe hym neuer tiB pis same day 
Ne wheper to go him to seche. 

And now I knew hym be his speche. 

For hym fuB ofte I haue wrought you wo, 

Now lieth in you mercy hym do. 

I haue bore you on honde pe cowe was wode, Hear isoj 
His peyn to avenge it did me good." 

Lorde, and many a man hadde be pere, 

And of pese ladies sene pe manere, 

As longe as I haue tolde my tale, 

Some of hir colour should haue wex pale, 

Hir wryngyng, hir grete wepyng. 

They coupe no place fynde of restyng, 

But euer wandryng to and fro, 

And many a sighyng euer put per-to. 

For trusteth as siker as any day 
In hote lovyng is but liteB play. 

And when Meliore shuld yeve answerc, 

She coupe in no wise for-bere 
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But wept and sighed to and to, 10296 

And seide : “ Suster, grace ye me do! 

TeH me truly if he it were, 

J)at at a windows proffered his spere, 

And me witA his getone mercy asked so 1 ” * 10300 

Then seide Wrake : M Medame, so mote I go, 

It was he, it nedeth not to swere perfore.”— 

"A loide! ** seide pis queen, faire Meliore, 

41 What he is hardy, gentiH, and meke, 
put prowe his Enemeyce pus wolde me seke. 

The lords above merveyles can wele done, 

That can herborowe so in oo persone 
A lyons herte and a lamhes also. 

How louly cried he ra«t;y me to 
Of pat I haue to hym foule mysdo, 

And put his life in pereH per-to. 

Who euer thiuketh his lady to conquere, 

Oo to my love; for he can hym lere 
How forto love; myn herte can acorde, 

For he hath conquered many a lorde. 

O good God in heven 1 where J>at Partonope 
Of pis turnement sliaB haue pe degre ! 

Trewly as yete he is not in pe fehle 
Proved so worthy vnder helme and shehle. 

So seide kyng Cursolote yester-day, 

Arid troupe perof he may wele say. 

Oo we, suster, to hym and that anoone, iso, back] 

He canne wele telle how aft shuH gone.” 

Now is pis lady risen from pe place 10324 

Where as she sate, for in trouble case 
Be hir wittes, and in hevynesse 
Stondeth hir herte and grete distresse. 

Place she can none fynde in to a-byde. 10328 

Hir trouble in no wise can she hide. 

But to and fro she gope and sometyme sitte, 

In moche dyuersete stonde hir witte. 

No wonder it is, for in grete dispayre 10332 

Hath she be* longe of hir loves repayre. 

For she wende fully dede pat he were, 

10300. MS. And gifo me his getone wttA merry asked so. 
10333. bej MS. had. 
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Gunolt 
holds that 
ths knight 
of ths 
white shield 
Is ths best. 


Clsrinis for 
ths SulUn, 


but admits 
that ths 
other fights 

wslL 


And now on lyve she may hym here. 

Wetith wele * pat many a dyuera pought 
The sight of hym hath in hir herte brought. 
Atte laate to hir hir bus ter she toke 
Be the liande, as seith pe frenssh boke, 

And forpe they yode bo)>e in fere, 

Till they [were] pere J>e kynges were. 

And right anoone, with-oute any more lettyng, 
Be kyng Cureolote J»ia lady was sittyng, 

For he was goodly, somwhat to hir entent. 
Anoone she asked hym of the turnement, 

Who turneth beste and who shall haue pe prise. 
“ For sope,” seide Cureolote, “ as be myn avise, 
He pat armed is vnder pe white shelde 
Hath borne hym beste yite in pe felde. 

Se how manly he dope toumay, 

And in [the] prese how brode he maketh wey. 
Se how many he proweth to grounde, 

Se what strokes he leyeth a-boute hym rounde. 
Me thinketh grete [Ioy] it is hym to se.” 

Clary na sate still as he hadde be 
Defe, or pat he hadde no luste to here 
Cureolote pis prise, it semed to be his chere. 

But pen seide Clary na : “ I se be pe Soudan, 
Amonge pe bar barons how he takep on). 

Neuar pe lattere I sey he with pe white shelde 
Dothe Inly wele amonge all pe felde.” (ImMsi) 
This faire queen, lady Meliore, 

Of her talkyng toke hiede no more, 

But fully purposeth to be-holde and se 
How wele hir love dothe, Partonope. 

Hym to be-holde was all hir Ioy. 

Now lete vs speke of Gaudyn le Bloy, 

That euer was redy in all degre 
To waite wele vpon Partonope, 

And he on hym with all his myghtes. 

Bope they were full noble knyghtea. 

Now cometh on faste pe prid day 


10336 


10340 


10344 


10348 


10352 


10356 


10360 


10364 


10368 


10372 


10886. MS. wole. 

A/Ur 10860. catchicord Dope Inly wele. 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



British Museum MS. 


427 


That degre sliuld be yeve of pis tumey. 

The kyng of Fraunce his spere hathe take. 

Fresshe Iustes pinketh he to make, 

He wolde make hem of hym to speke. 10376 

Many a faire spere po did he breke. 

The Emperour of Almayne pis be-helde, 

And in grete haste henge on his shelde, 

And charged a certeyn of his men, 10380 

Were it a dosen, twenty or ten, 

That on her feithe and her liegeaunce 
They shuti sette on pe kyng of Fraunce, 

And prowe hym to grounds, if they myght. 10384 

The Emperour hym-self anoone right 
Vpon the 
With aH his meany in pat rese. 

From hors they prew hym on J>e grounde, 10388 

Grete strokes on hym they leide rounde. 

His state RoyaH wolde they not spare. 

Anoone hereof Partonope was ware, 

He cried Moun-Ioy with aH his herte. 10392 

His spores made his stede to smorte. 

Angre his herte so sette on fyre, 

That to )>e Emperour in grete Ire 

He ranne, and with his spere hym hitte, 10396 

That in his sadiH he couthe not sitte, 

But from his hors he voyded anoone. 

There was not panne a lyteH to done, 

And Meliore pe queen pis wele be-helde. tie*rui,back) 10400 
There myght men se a besy felde 
Of ffrensshe, Bretons, and eke normans, 

Was besy to rescowe pe kyng of Fraunce. 

After J>es con trees made her assemble, 10404 

Perelous and sharpe was pe medle. 

The prese wes grete, men myght not se 
Who was the beste in no degre. 

But yite Partonope bare hym so, 10408 

That aH men knew wele po 

That he was cause of pe kyng of Fraunce 

Rescowe, where as in ballaunce 

Lay his worehipp; wherfore pat ho 10412 


kyng of Fraunce dope prese 


The King of 
FranceU 
now running 
courses. 



and throws 
him off 
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Gradin 

urge* 
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fighting, 
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lingering 
witii the 
French. 


The Kings 
discuss the 
combe t. 


Thanked fuH ofte Partonope, 

And seide fuH ofte: u Sir, g ramere y I 
For prow youre helpe rescowed am I.” 

And fail softely anawerd Partonope : 

“ Ofter pan pis tyme ro haue I be.” 

What he seide pe kyng Right witterly 
Vnderetode [not], for he so softely 
Tho wordes seide, pat noone shuld here, 

The ffrensah-men to bym gan prese nere 
Hym to be-holde, and att eichone 
Preised hym for a sernely personc, 

And seide a Srensslie man myght [he] wele be. 
In grekes tonge po * answered he, 

For he wolde pat they hym not knewe. 

Gaudyn le Bloyae, pat was foil trewe 
To Partonope, pan he come anoone: 
u Me mervayleth gretely, be Seynt Iohn, 

Why with pis folke ye hove here. 

It were your worshipp to bo elle^where. 

What hove ye pns 1 What is your entent 1 
Thinke ye to holde here a parlementf 
It were more worshipp to yon, I gesse, 

To aspie where any worpinesse 
Were on handlyng, and per to be.”— 

“Ye sey me so the,” seide Partonope. 

Gaudyn wolde not lette hym reste. 

Bat into pe tnrnement amonge pe bests (leaf is?) 
Made hym to go hye worshipp to wynne. 

He loved hym po as he had be of his kynne, 

For if he a-life wele wiste he 

Might from pe tnrnement scape, shuld be 

Chosen of att persones oone of pe beste, 

The prise for to bere of pat feste. 

Thes Iugeonrs, the kynges two, 

Ail pis doyng be-helde wele po, 

How pat rescowed was pe kyng of Frounce, 
There as his worshipp lay in ballaunce, 

And how cause hereof was Partonope. 

Euery wight pat myght wele se. 

10425. >o] MS. pe. 
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Tho seide Cursolote to kyng Claryne : 10452 

** pia white knyght pat I caH myne, 

Bereth hym wele. How pinketh yet" 

Then seide Claryn: “ Right wele hape he 

Borne hym truly at pis rescowes, 10456 

For pis medle was right perilous. 

But yite I shall it not sey 
That he is beste of this tourney.” 

Meliore to pis fayne wolde haue spoke. 10460 

Her herte for hete was on a smoke, 

That Claryn liste not better to say 
Of Partonope at pat day. 

His wordes made dede hir herte, 10464 

Love full sore maketh her smerte. 

Who chaunged colours but Meliore po 1 
She durst not answere fuH perto 

AH as she pought, for womanhede. 10468 

For EviH tonges hadde she drede. 

Yite to hem seide pis lady J>o : 

“ Sires, me pinketh, so mote I go, 

Who so hath do beste dope right wele. 10472 

Litett wote we what they fele. 

The white shelde hape do wele pis day, 

No man hym like, it is noo nay.” 

The kyng of Fraunce is right anguysshous, 10476 

With Partonope to speke eke desyrous. 

But Gaudyn wolde not lette hym soiourne, pw»r m, back] 
But into pe turaey made hym retourne, 

Where as he leide on so on euery side, 10480 

His Enemeyce dare not hym a-bide. 

What shuH we of hym more sey : 

Throwe pe thikest he maketh suche a wey, 

pat where were hundre[d]s he made pleyne. 10484 

Here-of despite hath pe Emperour of Almayne, 

And pought he wolde take vengeaunce. 

He sette his men first in ordenaunce, 

And hadde hem into a place of pe felde. 10488 

A stronge man was he with spere and shelde. 

Gaudyn toke hiede of pis assemble. 

“ Be-holde,” he seide, “ my herte dope tremble. 
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They chal¬ 
lenge the 
French, 
and drive 
thei 
their 
ground. 


• • 


Partonope 
overthrows 
the Duke of 
Bavaria and 
Beaon, 


while Gau- 
dln unhorses 
Frank le 
Grant. 


Yondre men pinketh to make array. 

On hem * J>on maiste pi-self wele assay.” 
Partonope, pis yonge lusty knyght, 

Is so reioysed of J>at faire sight, 

And of his lady in pe bye toure, 

That per© is neper duke ne Emperor re 
But pat he dare myghtely assaylle, 

Be it in turnement or in bataylle. 

The allmayns herewith made a crie, 

And all pe ffrensshe with a voice defye, 

And on hem at ones with a grete hete, 

So oute of pe Reynes [pe] frensshe-men bete. 
Anoone with pis sawe Partonope 
And Gaudyn his felawe, anoone they be 
With-drawe a-side and toke her ground©. 

Her meany about© hem drowe fuH rounde. 
Nowe is Gaudyn and Partonope 
Faire bataylled in pe felde with her meanye. 
Anoone as the Ermyns euer redy were, 

Where J»at pey sene pe frenashe ban ere, 

With att her myght hem wolde assail© 

The duke of Bauoire pen wolde not faylle 
Hem to helpo with all his myght 
Partonope sette on hem anoone right, 

And with pe duke so sore he mette, 

With a grete spere on hym he sette, [lMfias] 
That to pe grounde he leide hors and jnan. 
}3at he lefte hym and forpo he ranne, 

And with pe same course he hit Besone, 

That of his saditt he voyded pe arson© 

Nevew he was to the Eraperour, 

He hadde be pat day in many a shoure, 

And bore hym wele and eke manly. 

Gaudyn le Bloys sette on po fiersly. 

He mette with oone bight Frank© le graunt 
He gafe hym a stroke pat made hym avaunt. 
Fro hors to grounde he made hym light; 

His helme fley fro hym in all her sight. 

This Gaudyn and pis Partonope 

10493. hem] MS. hen. 
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Leide a-boute hem, Ioy it was to se. 

Now cometh J>e Soudan with aH his route 10532 
WitA many a gay shelde and spere stoute. 

He a-voweth to Mahounde and Appollyne 
Of pis medelere he wole make a fyne. / . 

And forto holde his grete snerte 10536 

In pe reste anoone his spere caste he. 

To Gaudyn so fierely he ranne po, 

And in pe shelde hym hit so, 

He made hym voyde in haste his sete, 10540 

And leide hym at Partonopes fete * 

Shamefaste, sory, and all dismayed. 

Partonope here-of was not wele paide. 

He shope hym fiersly to J>e Soudan ride, 10544 

And with his spere amydde pe side 
He hym hitt, with-outen faille, 

That oute of his saditt he made hym saile 

Amyddes his felowes * and pat eichone. 10548 

But they on hore-bake hym helpe anoone, 

And Gaudyn despitously they haue take, 

And fierely ledde hym toward pe stake 

Or to )>e stondarte, where euer it be, 10552 

That men wiste descomfite was he. 

That is statute of pe tumemente. 

Partonope all pis sore lemente, 

For neuer in oo day sith he was bore, [leaf iss, back] 10556 
Was he so hevy neuer be-fore, 

Ne neuer his herte brought in such care. 

Tho to ley on he wolde not spare. 

With his spere he ranne to a saresyne, 10560 

That in his armes held faste Gaudyne, 

And hym hadde leide ouerthwarte his hors nek. 

Partonope herwith mode gan pekke. 

Fereely to pe saresyne ranne lie po, 10564 

And with his spere hym hit so, 

That in his sadiH myght he not bide. 

His spere hadde he loste in his side. 

Therwith pe shafte att to-refe; 10568 

Of his grete Ire he made a good prefe. 

10541. fete] MS. fote. 10548. felowes] MS. sorowes. 
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He deals 
huge 
strokes, 
but the press 
Is too great 


In liis 
despair 
Partonope 
rides at the 
Sultan, lifts 
him out of 
the saddle, 


and is about 
to carry him 
off, 


when the 
Saracens 
leare Gen¬ 
din, who 
then mounts 
the horse of 
the Sultan. 


Partonope in haste his swerde }k> drowe, 
Harde, fayre, and bright, and sliarpe enowe. 
Therwith he leide so faste a-boute, 

Tho pat he hitte were in grete doute. 

For here lay oone and yonde anoper. 

Of Iren and stele full many a foper 
He made in shorte tyme lye atte erthe. 

As a lyon) pat wode was he ferde, 

That hongry was and lakked his pray, 

So ferde he when pat he sey 
He myght not rescowe gentiH Gaudyns, 

So pikke a-boute hym were pe saresynes. 

But pan did he a mervelouse dede: 

To pe Soudan fiersly he yede, 

And aboute pe medill hym caught. 

For all pat pe Soudan coupe fight 
Oute of his sadiU he hym lifte, 

And all his strength fro hym refte, 

And on his sadiH-bowe hym be-forne 
He hym leide, in entente to haue hym borne 
Hym a-wey, and per-with anone 
The saresynes lefte Gaudyn. eichone. 

To rescowe her lorde faste they wente. 
Gaudyn pe stede be pe brideH hente 
Of pe Soudan, as yode astraye, 

I armed and trapped full fresshe and gay, 

And into pe sadift lightly he lepe. 

How is no tyme for hym to slepe. 

Oute his swerde fiersly he caught, 

Manly perwith he did fight 
Then myght men sore fight pere se : 

Some smyte prow pe legge, and some pe knee, 
Some lay atte grounds gronyng full sore, 
Many oone per hadde his hors for-lore. 

There was to-broke bope helme and shelde. 
Many men did lye in pe felde, 

Many to pe standarte were I-bore, 

For they hadde that day her worshipp lore. 
But speke we now forpe of Partonope. 

In grete pereH forsothe stante he. 
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He weneth fe Soudan a-way to be re. 

On hym fere light many a spere. 

Wherwith cometh in fe kyng of Fraunce, 10612 

And vnder his arme a myghti launce. 

He come in helpyng of Partonope. 

Knyghtly and manly bore hym he. 

A proude Saresyne fo he slowe, 

Wherfore I trowe Partonope loughe, 

For he was fe first fat be-ganne 
To make rescowe vpon fe Soudan. 

And ne hadde fe Soudan rescowed be, 

Dede hadde be fanne Partonope. 

The kyng of Fraunce did right wele fo, 

And a-fore eke fat it happed so 
That his meany for wery witA-drowe. 

The medle forfe on game wexe fuH rowe. 

Yite blessed be God, Erie Partonope 
Saufe fro aH pereH scaped is he. 

Now are fe ffrensshe liarde be-sette 10628 

And oute of fe felde aH to-bette. 

This be-helde wele fe kyng of Fraunce, 
jjat his men wente to myschaunce. 

Withoute counsaille allone stode he, 10632 

And fan he drew hym to Partonope, 

For he knew and wiste wele afyne 
But if fe helpe were of Partonope and Gaudyn, (i«ri 84 ,back] 
be worshipp of Fraunce shuld come to nought. 10636 
Therfore fe kyng Partonope be-sought, 

And fat tyme he wolde be his comfortoure, 

In Saluac[i]on) of his grate honoure. 

“ With right good wiH,” seide Partonope. 10640 

His spere and his shelde to hym taketh he 
Girde in amonge hem and cried “ Mon Ioy ! ” 

When fe ffrensshe herde crie fe kyngis worde, 

To hym they feH by oone acorde. 10644 

Foure thousand and moo witA fat crie 
Sette on her aduersaries so hardely, 

)>at from her grounde they put hem to flight, 

More fan a bowe-shote as to her sight. 10648 

To tumey fei wolde aH new be gonne, 
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arrive*. 
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The heralds 
•top ihe 
fight for 
th* day, 
and the 
knighu go 
1>ack to Uieir 
lodging*. 


Melior *igh», 
•eefag her 
lover depart. 


But weste so ferre was draws pe sonne, 

That “ al hosteH ” )>e lierodes gan crie. 

Eiche man to his logyng ]>en gan hye. 10652 

But Gaudyn and fresshe Partonope 
Laste in |>e felde of aH wolde be, 

And first as so yerly by pe niorowe. 

It neded not hem of m&nhode to borowe. 10656 

Now fro J>e felde go they to her loggyng. 

Of hem toke hiede Cursolote pat worpi kyng, 

Where as he Sate an hye vpou pe toure. 

God he Ranked hyely of her honours, 10660 

For in pe be-gynnyng alwey seide he: 

“ Worpi men they seme forto be.” 

And namely £at bare pe white shelde 

He lyked best of any man in pe felde. 10664 

Many sey wele of hem J>at wele haue do, 

And many oone hathe Envye perto. 

The good alwey lists wele to sey, 

And eviH tonges lust but Iape and play. 10668 

Of pis false worlds pis is pe goneruauncs. 

Good and EviH haue dyuers purvyance. 

But who trow ye sighed now so sore 

As did pis queen, faire Meliorel 10672 

That hir lore att day wele be-helde, 

And now seeth hym go oute of pe felde, iirtfns) 

And she may with hym nei^er speke ne se, 

Ne where his loggyng is wots not she, 10676 

Ne whe)>er she shall se hym ayein. 

She stonte in doute, and pus her spirites bene, 

As I suppose, in grete troublenesse. 

Ye ladies pat haue love, ye knowe, I gesse. 10680 

For I deme and she hadde good leysere, 

With hym to speke, it [had] bene her pleasire, 

And elles mervayle* me pinketh it had be, 

Sith for hir love so moclie sorowe hath he, 10684 

And his desyre is euer fresshe and newe 
Hir to serve and be fuU trewe, 

And put his body eke to grete laboure 

For hir sake to wynne worshipp and honours. 10688 

10683. StS. raerrayleth. 
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But as pe frensshe boke now telleth me, 

Hevy and pensyfe and in grete care is she. 

For when he departed oute of bir sight, 

Hir colour© pat was wonte to be fresshe and bright, 10692 
Was wexe* pale and like a dedely hewe. 

It semed perby pat in love she was trewe. 

Thes two kynges of hir toke leve anoone. 

And she and they to her loggyng was gone. 10696 

Gladde was she pat she myght be allone, 

For she kept ]>at no wight hadde know hir moone. 

And pen she seide: “ Lorde God, of hevyn kyng, 

Of pis arraye what shall be pe endyng 1 10700 

Good lorde, liaue ye now no pite 
Of hem pat in grete hevynesse be 1 
Faire lorde, wole yo haue no mercy 
Of folke pat in disese be, and pat am I ? 10704 

Haue ye no pite now of pat herte 
That for love suffereth peynes smerte 1 
My feH herte hath so gouerned me, 

What for wilfullnesse and his cruelte, 10708 

When I ray love myght haue hadde in peace, 

Of stt my Ioy he made me a foule releace. 

For on my love I founde suche noblenes6e, 

God yave neuer woman so hye a richesse 10712 

As he yave me, while pat I hadde hym. peaf m, back] 
What woman such one coupe wynne 1 
He and I were fully of oone acorde. 

I helde hym for my souereyn lorde. 10716 

Of aH worpi he is pe worpiest, 

Tlie semeliest, and also pe gentilest. 

And alias! how tendirly he on me wepe* 

With his faire Eyen, and yite but liteH kepe * 10720 

I toke per-of, and yite pis worpi also 
Me me?-cy cried fuH mekely perto. 

Lo! pe vnstabilnesse of my vnkynde herte * 

Coupe not se what shuld falle hereof, alias. 10724 

For now I can se and fele wele in my thought 


8he implores 
God to have 
mercy on ell 
who suffer 
for lore. 


u No woman 
ever had 
such a 
lorer. 


10693. MS. adds and after wexe. 10719. MS. wepte. 

10720. US. kept 10723. US. adds ala afUr herte. 

F T 2 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



436 


Museum MS. 


“ But wb«ra 
is h« DOW T 


“ A woman 

ODD not ffO 
and Met 

bar lover. 


41 She moat 
be reserved, 
leet thebe 
blamed. 


That he hadde tresspassed litett or elles nought. 

But I arrette * in hym gile and eke false treasons. 

But now in pat I wote I hadde no reasone. 10728 

So highely of me pat tyme rebuked he was, 

That in wanhope euersith leved he was, 

And )>ought vnable hym-self to haue Ioy of me. 

Yite prow his Enenieyce fe laste day come he, 10732 
And of his spere proffered me fe getone, 

As a prisoner fat gladly wold his raunsone 
Yolde to his maister and his souereyne. 

Wherfore my herte telleth me agayne 10736 

He hopeth yite to stonde in my grace. 

But where he is be-come or in what place, 

Allas, it is vnknowe now to me. 

And if it were my faire Partonope, 10740 

I wolde yow sewe, and ones with you speke. 

Allas, for wo my herte wiH to-breke. 

And yite [I] wote, if I shuld hym sewe, 

That were a thing done of fe newe. 107 44 

For womanhode wole not fat it be so, 

And if it wolde, sone wolde I be a-go. 

But alias it may no-ping so be. 

For a woman fat paramour loveth,” quod she, 10748 
u Moste kepe counseylle, leste she faHe in blame, 

Hir privey thoughtes for blemysahyng of hir name. 

For pough she love a man w*tA all hir myght» 

Of whate estate he be, lorde, squyer, or kuyght, [Uaf iss) 
Of hir govemaunce so wise she moste be, 10753 

That no man espie fat she hath any deynte 
More of hym fen of any of er wight. 

Thus moste she governe hir in mennes sight 10756 
And if fat tyre of love brenne hir so, 

As ofte happeth, and if she fen any ping do 
Be loke, or speche, talkyng, or be play, 

So fat he fat she loveth finke in any way 10760 

He cane fynde cause of love to hir to speke, 

And aH his herte perwith to hir dope broke, 

And seith he loveth hir beste of any wight, 

Though she wole fen swere and troupe plight, 10764 

10727 . MS. arreate or arrecte. 
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She hadde neuer Ioy, be God pat sitteth a-bove, 

Of any man pat speketh to hir of love. 

For of such wordea take I neuer cure. 

Though she love hym full hote oute of mesure. 10768 

What maketh pis but verey shame t 

She wolde for no-ping pat hindred were hir name. 

But men foroope they live in grete eace. 

For pough love bryng hem in diseace, 10772 

For shame they letto not, but gope forpe boldly 
To make compleynte to her souerayne lady, 

And pat is dayle; hardely they do not cese. 

They spare not for tongea ne for preae, 10776 

Or elles letters aende day be day. 

Thus besely her ladies wole they assay, 

And go and come and euer m^rcy crie. 

What woman ia pat euer can denyet 10780 

And on her ladies pus they crie and crave, 

Till atte laste aH her will they haue. 

Men mowe apeke and sende with penne and Inke 
What they wole, and women mow* but pinke. 10784 
Men full hote of women loved haue be, 

Which was neu’er spoke of in noo degre. 

Why was patl for they wolde neuer descouere 

Her hevy thoughtee; wherfore I you ensure, 10788 

Thought hath so encombred hir meke herte, 

That they haue of dethe felte pe peynes smerte. 

Allas, wreched caytife pat am I! pear im, t»ekj 

That euer womane I was, wele-a-wey! 10792 

How shall I do t how shall I love haue t 

Where is he nowe I not, so God me save t 

Wheper I shaH go now ray love to fynde. 

That may not be ; in pis case love is blynde. 10796 

So now he moate nedes be fro me. 

I am a woman, and aU men shuld se 
My hye foly, and sey pat I were wode. 

My love also perof shuld pinke no good.” 10800 

An hundred such wordea hap pus seide Meliore, 

And pought an hundred pousand poughtes more, 

For in lovers herte mo poughtes dwells 

10784. mow] MS. now. 
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Pfcrtonope 
and Gaudin 
riM early 
the next 
morning. 


They hear 
mate, 


and ride to 
the field. 


Melior'e 
heart beat# 
high, 

aaeheaeee 
Partonope 
approaching 
trie cattle. 


Then an hundred thousand tonges wele telle. 
Meliore is poughtfuH and hevy as iede, 

And for sorowe she [is] nyhande dede. 

Bat Wrake of hir pen toke good kepe. 

That nyght she hadde but lytiB slepe, 

Ne Partonope, hir love, neuer pe moo 
But pat he was ouer-travelid soo. 

A morowe yerly bope risen now be, 

Gaudyn le Bloys and Partonope. 

To Partonope pen seide gentiB Gaudyn: 

“ Of aB your labour now cometh pe fyne, 

Ye haue wele be-gonne, with-oute faile. 

But aB pat certeyn may liteB avayle. 

As sey pea olde men, but if pe ende 
Be wele parfouremed in pe same kynde.” 

To hym po answerde Partonope : 

“ Thea wordes ye seyn full trew they be, 

Thing wele ended is wele be-gonne. 

To bene a maister and yonge men lere, 

How they shuB governe her shelde and spere. 

Here-of recorde bare wele may I 

That ye be a maister, and pat fuB sturdy. 

Ye wole not suffre your prentise to be, 

A cowarde in his crafte in no degree.” 

Now they ben eloped and gone to mease, 

Her servauntes at * wiB, bope more and lasse, 

AB ping make redy ayeins masse be do. 

Then be they armed, and Btreight pei go [leaf isn 
To hors, and fressh rideth forpe to felde. 

Kyng Curselote in pe toure hem be-helde, 

And knewe wele pat they hadde be euery day 
The first in pe felde of aB pe array. 

Meliore of hem toke good hiede also. 

Toward pe casteB come Partonope po, 

With his meany ridyng lustely. 

Anoone as Meliore gan pat espie, 

Hir herte in hir body gan to qwape, 

She rose and on hir fete gan to stappe. 

Hir Ioy was hym to se algate. 

10829. at] J fS. tat. 


Digitized by 



10804 


10808 


10812 


10816 


10820 


10824 


10823 


10832 


10836 


10840 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



British Museum MS. 


439 


He hoveth a-fore pe casteH yate. 

It was po shitte for yerly day. 

Anoone as euer Parton[o]pe say 
The gates yndoyng wele aferre, 

To hym he toke bope shelde and spere. 

And happed pat Armans his mortaR fo 
First oute atte yate did go 
Of ati oper men, and pat in haste. 

Partonope his spere in pe Reste caste, 

And to pis Armans fiersly he rode, 

And fro pe stede pat he be-strode 
Oute of pe SadiR he hym caste. 

Partonope sesed his stede in haste. 

Within pe casteR was do pis ping. 

For Partonope pere was noone abiding. 

To pe gate perfore turned he ayein. 

On hore-bak armed pen knyghtes per bene 
The stede to lede oute hym forto lette. 

But Gaudy [u] le Bloys so with hem mette, 
That magre her hedes pe yates passed he, 

And pis is rescowed Partonope 

Through Gaudyn his ffrende, pat worpi knyght. 

AR pis did Partonope in his loves sight. 

Kyng Cursolote, oone of pe chief Ingeoure, 

That with Meliore a-bove in pe toure 
Sate first of aH men, po seide he : 

“ Thes men pat vnder pe white shelde be, 
Certeys ben worpi, be myn a vise, neafiw.Uckj 
Of pis tumeraent to bere pe prisq.”— 

“ Ye haste you to faste,” seide kyng Claryn. 

“ The prefe of aH wole be in pe fyn.” 

So eich man seide what hym lyste. 

But Meliore pought he did beste, 

She durst not speke, yite she wolde fayne, 

But Clary ns wordes liketh she not certayne. 

She loved better Cursolote, for aH-wey he 
Like[d] wele euer gentiR Partonope. 

StiH now sitteth Meliore, and dare not speke. 

To no man darre she hir herte breke, 

But holdeth in hir poughtes fuR prively. 
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Thought# 
are free. 


Thought# are 
generated by 
the eye. 


Women are 
loved, tome 
for beauty, 
eorae for 
other 
attractive 
qualities. 


The Poet’# 
lady 

alUheaT 

charm#. 


but ahe does 
not love him, 
as he loves 
her. 


Therfore pis proverbe is seide fuH truly : 

t>onglit to a man is ener ffre ; 10884 

What euer he luste pinke may he. 

With-oute speche pat is an eace, 

Yite there-while his herte is in diseace. 

The expression) of poughtes of all maner ping 10888 
In mannee hert hap his abidyng, 

Be it hote love or any ping elles. 

To all pes poughtes pe chief ledere is 

The Eye, and namely of lovers crafte. 10892 

For prowe pe sight is ofte rafte 

Fro man bope herte, wiadame, and resone, 

As longe as of poughtes lasteth pe sesone. 

Some man loveth his lady for beaute, 10896 

And if pat lak pat semely is she. 

If thei lak beaute and semely bode, 

Yite may be loved, for they haue good. 

And some for they be goodly witA-aH to dele, 10900 
And some for they can vrele syng and revejl^ 

And some for her skynne and for her handes eke, 

And some for they can wele loke meke. 

And so for dyuers causes all loved be. 10904 

God for-bede pat aH men shulde sette hem in beaute, 

For in the worlde pan shuld be moche to done, 

Eiche man shuld be besy to love oo persone. 

And I dare sey truly as for me, pe*r issj 10908 

I love oon in pe worlde, where euer she be. 

Bounte, beaute, curtesy, and gentilnesse, 

Estate, fredome, womanhode, and such richesse, 

God hath departed with hir so habundauntly, 10912 
That in pe worlde I dare sey sikerly 
Anoper such oue livep not as she is. 

In hir can I se no-ping amysse, 

Save oo ping, truly, pat liketh not me : 10916 

In hir herte she can not fynde in noo degre 
Me forto love as I hir truly do ; 

Wherfore ofte she maketh me pinke so, 

Which wole be cause hastely me to bryng, 10920 

There as I shall haue my longe abidyng. 

BE-gonne wele now is pe tumement. 
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Eiche man msrvaileth of pe hardy merit 
That is in pe persone of yonge^Partonope. 10924 
He Iusteth, he tumeyth, fat mervaylle is to se. 

And Gaudyn also in fe toper syde 
To euery man fieraly dope he ride, 10927 

That eiche man sey: “ Be-holde yonder knyghtcs tvroo.” 
And with her fyngers show where they go. 

And so hem govern forp thilke day, 

That of hem speketh all pe hole turney. 

Oute of pe casteH now is come Armaunt 
On hors-bak armed with proude semblaunt, 

And to pe Soudan po streight gothe he. 

And hym salowed and seide : “ Sir, se ye 
Yonde proude maister with pe white shelde 1 
He seith hym-self he hap scornfite pe feldo. 

The better of you he seith he hape also. 

I herde hym sey pat with myn Eeres two. 

Go we,” he seide, “let vs avenged be 
On pat proude lossell, pat all men mow se 
Oute of pe felde anoone he shall be bete. 

I my-self shall yeve hym pe firste hete.” 

In pis wise answerd pe soudan Armaunt: 

“ Sir, when herde ye hym make pis avaunt 1 
Of hym I trowe to-day atte casteH yate 
Full yerly he mette with you per-ate. [i«r iw. b*«k] 
Herde ye pes wordes with hyin po, 10948 

When he oute of pe casteH ayein shuld go 1 
With hym I wote wele he ledde your stede. 

Giffe ye hym now pis for his mede.” 

When Armaunt herde pe soudan hym scorne, 10952 
Tho was he wodder pan he was be-forne. 

He seide no more, but turned ayein 
Fro pe soudan with aH his meane. 

Amydde pe turnement is Partouope. 10956 

Faire dedes of armes now dope he. 

Now he is In, and now he is oute. 

Whome he euer mette of pe route 

To grounde gothe oper hors or man, 10960 

Or ellee bope so fieraly he ranne. 

Armaunt be-helde wele aH pis. 
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Pmrtonop* 
on the wrong 
•idt, 

but 

Partonope 
swerret, and 


turning on 
hi* enemy 
be pierces 
Armsnt's 
•boulder- 
bone and 
throws him 
to the earth. 



Hla wound 
ia bound, 
and he 
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the field 
nding on 
an smbllng 
horse. 


The King 
of Syria 
and the King 
of Media 
arrange their 
troops for 
battle. 


“ What me happe,” he pought, “ I-wisse 
I wole me shape with hym to mete.” 10964 

His stede he sporreth po wttfc grete hete. 

His grete malice may he not hide, 

But shapeth fully on pe wronge side 

With a stronge spere to haue hit Partonope. 10968 

Yite as God wolde, p«r-of wane was he. 

He blgynt a-side, and lete hym go by. 

In his retoume Partonope fuH spitousely 

With Armaunt mette, and hym so hitte 10972 

That in his sadiH he myght not sitte. 

Throw aH his harneis and his shuldre-bone 
His spere at pat course he made gone. 

Partonope on hym po turned ayein. 10976 

Armauntes men so pile a-boute hym bene. 

That of pis shorte tale now to make. 

Her lorde they haue rescowed and take, 

And with hym faste to his loggeyng wende. 10980 

Partonope elles of hym hadde made an ende. 

Now Armauntes wounde is serched and sought, 

Wele tented and bounde aH for nought. 

Armed in no wise myght he be. 10984 

But on an aurablere now sitteth he. 

In his loggeyng no lenger wole he bide, [leaf issj 

But-into pe felde now dope he ride, 

And streight gothe to pe kyng of Sire, 10988 

That Meliore to haue had grete desire. 

Now seith Cureolote kyng : “ Yit pinketh me 
The white shelde is worthy to haue pe gre. 

For sope to sey now and not to lye, 10992 

His felawe is not in pis company.”— 

“ God save hem aH,” pen seide Meliore, 

And with pat she sighed fuH sore, 

And to hir-self seide fuH softly : 10996 

“ AH-myghty God send hym the victory.” 

Now to felde is come pe kyng of Syre 
And pe kyng of Meede, whos herte of fyre 
Is sette full so re for Meliore sake. 11000 

AH her retynewe anoone they take 
Freeshly in bataylle in pat felde. 
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And Gaudyn le Bloys hem faste be-helde, 

And to hym he called Partonope, 

And J>an he seide: “ Be-holde and se 
Which a meany atoute, faire in bataille. 

My counseylle is not hem to assaille.” 

Anoone as Partonope )>e8 wordes herde, 

As a wode lyon) fierely he ferde. 

With hym )>at tyme was noone a-bode, 

In amonge thes meany fiersly he rode. 

The kyng of Mede was armed in blewe. 

From his hors ferre he hym J>rewe, 

And as he turned in ayein, 

He hit ano|>er which in certeyn) 

Was nevewe to J>e kyng of Sire. 

He hym hit Jian with so grete Ire, 

That of his sadiH he made hym voyde J>e arsone, 
The Arete J>at come [to] grounde was his crowne. 
This be-helde wele aH |»e kynges meane, 

On Partonope all wode they be. 

Now ley they on [on] eu «7 side, 

To Partonope fierely they ride, 

And with a spere oone so hym hitte 

Vpon £e side he myght not sitte {ie*f iss, uck] 

In his sadiH, but downe he lepe. 

Anoone here-of Gaudyn toke kepe. 

He was so sory he wist not what to do. 

His swerde Partonope drew oute £o, 

And leide so sore hym rounds aboute, 

From hym he voyded aH )>e route. 

Now on fote is yonge Partonope. 

Armaunt for angre nye wode is he, 

And on )>e meany faste gan crie : 

“ What ayleth you fro hym so faste to hye 1 
Turneth in ayein ! ” and Jjerwith he 
Come prikyng nere Partonope. 

Anoone Partonope knewe it was he, 

His swerde anoone at hym lete flye, 

And on )>e hede on hye hym hitte, 

That hede and visage to )>e shuldere slitte. 

Fro his hore to grounde dede feH he. 


11004 


11008 


11012 


11016 


11020 


11024 


11028 


11032 


11036 


11040 


Partonope 
nnhomes 
the Ring of 
Media and 
a nephew 
of the King 
of Syria, 


but being 
attacked 
from all tides 
he it obliged 
to leap from 
hit saddle. 


He draws 
his s«ord 
and forces 
his enemies 
to retreat. 


He cleaves 
the head o! 
Armant 
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He mounts 
▲rmnnt's 
horse 
and loins 
Oiudio, who 
is In peril 
of his life. 


The Saltan 
comes to 
the field. 


Partooope 
la disheart¬ 
ened at the 
sight of him. 


Gendin's 
reproaches 
roase him. 


On his hors )k> lepe Partonope, 

And manly po pryked prowe aH pe route, 11044 

And come to Gaudyn pat stode in doute 
Of his owne life, for sore faught he 
To rescowe his frende Partonope. 

Now is Partonope and Gaudyn mette, 11048 

Eiche for oper haue be wele bete. 

And now they hove hem to a-brethe 
With all her meany vpon pe hethe. 

Now is pe sondan come to pe felde. 11052 

He brought but few speres ne shelde, 

LyteH ouer an hundred of archers and all. 

Partonope to hym Gaudyn did calle: 

“ Lo, where yondere hoveth pe soudan, 11056 

That so moche worpiness in armes can. 

Of aH this turnement pe worpiest is he. 

He wole from vs aH haue awey pe gre. 

He is so grete a lorde of valour * 11060 

In armes can no man be his pere. 

Therfore it someth me verely 
He shaH haue of vs pe victory.”— 

11 What! ” seith Gaudyn, “stonte pe wynde in that 

dorel 11064 

Is your herte wexe so pitouse and pore 
That sodenly ye yive it vp aH at ones, umt 140 ) 

And sey so worthy a man here noone is 1 

So moche leuer hadde I with hym to mete, 11068 

Than for his manhode cowardly hym lete. 

Who hath ouersette you of your worde ? I-wisse, 

It someth ye haue take with him truesse.” 

AH hevy and sory stante Partonope, 11072 

11060. valour] MS. habour or perhape halour. 
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1 Nowe is pe soudan come to pe 
felde. 11062 

He brought but fewe spere ne shelde. 

“ He is so grete a lorde of valoure, 11060 
In armes can) no man) be his pere. 

Ther it semyth me verly [i leaf 87, back] 
He shaft haue pe victoir.” 

“What!'' seyde Gauayn, “stont >e 
wynde in hat dore ? 11064 


Ys youre hert woz so petuose and 
poure ; 

That sodenly ye yere it vp at onys, 
And sey so worthye a roan) here non is T 
So rneche leuer hade I with hym to 
mete 11068 

Then) for his manhode cowardly hym 
bete.” 

U Heuy and sory stont Partonope 
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When of his ffrende scorned is he, 

And thought Gaudyn shuld knowe and se 
Esy truese be-twene va two be. 

He drewe hym toward )>e Soudans side. 

44 0 course,” fought he, 44 to hym wole I ride.” 
In fe re ate anoone he caste his spere. 

As faste as his stede myght hym here 
Toward fis hethen lorde he ranne, 

And to hym as fiersly come )>e soudan. 

And at her metyng it happed so, 

Of Partonope fe Soudan failed fo, 

And Partonope fan so sore hym hitte 
That power in his SadiH forto sitte 
Hadde he noone, but to grounde [fill] flatte. 
And when Partonope was worre of fat, 

From his hors anoone he light, 

And halpe vp fe soudan with aH his myght, 
And be fe briditt delyuered hym his stede. 
Men seide fat was a gen till dede. 

On his hors fo lepe Partonope, 

And or in his sadili downe set was he, 

The Soudans men with hym so metten, 

That of hem he was full sore beten. 

Gaudyn a-boute hym leide sore on fo. 

The hethen men mette with hym 60 , 

That aU to-clatred was his shelde : 

On pesea it flewe into fe felde. 

Right EviH and sore bothe bete theyr be. 
Grete thanke amonge her Enemeyce hafe he. 
FuH amerou8e and lusty is Partonope. 

The soudan stonte in fe same degre. 


11076 


He takes 
his spear 
and 

enconnters 
Die 8ultan. 


11080 


11084 


The Saltan 
is carried to 
the ground. 


11088 

helps him 
up again. 


11092 


11096 


11100 


Raxol. 

When of his frende skornede is he, 

And fought Gaudyn) shulde knowe 
and se 11074 

Eyas trewes be-twene vs shaft be. 

He drewe hvm to-ward fe soudan syde, 

44 A course/’ he fought, 44 to hym witt 
I ryde.” 11077 

In J>e rest* he caste his spere, 

As faste as his stede myght him here 
To-warde >is hethyn loide he ranne, 

And to hym as fersly come fe soudan), 


MS. 

At per metynge it happyde so, 11082 
Of Partonope J>e soudan) fay lede >o, 
And Partonope so hym hyte, 11084 
That poure in saditt to syt 
Hade ne none, but to grounde fitt flat. 
When Partonope was ware of fat, 

Fro his hors anone he light, 11083 
And halpe vpe >e soudan with his 
myght. 

The soudan men) with hym so raettyn 
That of hem he was sore betyn). 11095 
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Tbepre* 
•no* of Me- 
lior make* 
th*m fight 
like lion*. 


The combat 
ragaa all 
orar tha 
flald. 


Lore haj>e hem sette in oo place bo)>e, 11104 

Wher-fore ofte they haue be wrope, [leaf 1 * 0 , back] 

And Meliore her lady, pe fresshe floure, 

A-fore hem sitteth an liye in J>e toure, 

Which maketh her hertes boj>o so losty, 11108 

That eche of hem to o yer is hardy. 

Now they putt bo)>o two aR her rayght, 

Bothe Partonope and J>e hetheu knyght 

Eiche o^er assaille they fuR manly, 11112 

Therfore to-gedre fuR despitousely, 

Noone of hem now do)>e oj ter spare. 

In her hertes haue they grete care 

That )>e sonne westwards do|>e wende. 11116 

The day fuR faste draweth to J>e ende, 

Which day is ordeyned be fuR assent 
To make an ende of )>c turnement. 

Now as wode bores or lyons two 11120 

Partonope and )>e soudan gan go 

With spere, with Gisarne, and w*tA swerde. 

As they hadde be wode bo£e they ferde, 

Now is [pe] turnement on eiche side mervelouse 11124 
And to be-holde wonder perilous©. 

For eiche man do|>e nowe what he may. 

Nyght cometh on, faste passeth J>e day. 

The mynstralles pipen and sownen J>e claryon). 11128 
Fro J>e hors into J>e felde is he £rowe downe. 

In gone J»e spares sadly vnder fe arme, 

Many oone go to grounde and yite cache no harme, 

The good hors men now fiorsly they ride, 11132 

Through hauberke gothe £e spere into J>e syde, 

Oute with swerdes a-boute helmes rounde, 

He )>at 8mytten) from the hors lyeth on )>e grounde. 

Oute gothe )>e mases, stirop, and )>e gesarne, 11136 

Some is broke pe shuldre-bone, and some J>e arrae, 

Some is broken )>e thye and lieth gronyng sore, 

Some hath lusted fresshly and may no more. 

There come in stedes trapped aR in maylle, 11140 

Faire with her felawes, J>at bakward they do saile 
And for wery of fight * some are I-take 

11142. fight] MS. foughten. 
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And magre her hede ben ladde to }>e stake. 

Ye wote wele of aH fing moete be an ende, [leaf i4i] 11144 
The Day is nye ydo, fe sonne dofe faste wende. 

Herawdes faste “aH hosteH ” now done crie. 

The Soudan for all fat fro felde wolde not hye. 

In he prikketh faste and gyveth many a dynte, 11148 
And fought he wolde be-gynne a newe turnement. 

The kynge8 from fe toure be fayne to come downe. 
Vnnethe fe turnement departe fei mowne. 

Now hath faire Meliore made torches light, 

For fayne of Partonope wolde she liaue sight. 

Longe this lady Partonope be-helde. 

She knew hym be no-fing but be his shelde, 

That [is] for-clatred and so for-bete, 

|)e moste dele ferof henge at his fete. 

And when she hadde hym longe be-holde, 

She thought in hir body hir herte gan colde, 

That sho ne myght with hym a spoke, 

J>e hevynesse of hir herte fully to haue broke, 

And if she wolde not to save hir honour, 

And eke to nye hir stode fe Iuegour. 

And with fia anoone departed be 
The Soudan and Partonope. 

Within fe casteH is herborowed fe soudan, 

And Partonope with-oute, wherfore a sory man 
Is he; for after hym is shitte fe yate 11168 

Of fe casteH; and fua scomfite and mate 
I® he ridden vnto his logeyng. 

He can haue Ioy of no maner fing. 

His herte is so encombred with Ielousy, 11172 

That all his ymaginacx'ons bene foly. 

For Jms in his herte he finketh fully : 

“ In fi s tur[ne]ment fe sowdan haf do better fan I, 

And he of astate is so grete a lorde, 11176 

That aH hir counseylle be one acorde 
Of fis turnement wole gyve hym fe degre. 

Thus haue I loste my love,” seide he. 

And yite he fought a gretter foly. 11180 

His herte in fis matere tolde hym pleynly 
That fe Soudan she hadde chose to make, 


11152 


11156 


11160 


11164 


Night is 
coming on, 
and the 
beralde pro¬ 
claim the 
cloee of the 
combat. 


The Kings 
descend 
from the 
tower. 


Mellor 
stands for a 
long while 
watching 
Partonope. 


rue castle 
gateU 
shut, and 
Partonope 
rides to 
his lodgings 
sorry it 
heart. 


He thinks 
the 8altsn 
has proved 
himself 
the best 
knight, 


and fears 
that Mellor 
prefers him. 
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The Saltan 
believe* that 
Partonope 
has won the 
prize. 


Melior. on 
her side, 
fears that 
the Judges 
will not 
award her 
to a poor, 
unknown 
knight. 


And he wiste wele J>afc he was for-sake. ptaf 141 , back) 

Also he demyd it was hir pleasire 11184 

To parfourme aH soudans deayre, 

And pat she loved hym in suche maner, 

That lovely to bedde thei yode in fere. 

J>na was hia herte en pressed with Ielouay, 11188 

That aH hia vrittes were despoaed to foly. 

Ya wode and wore hardely was he 
To pinke hia aonereyn lady shuld be 
Of po condiciona or such gouernannce. 11192 

Fye, me thinketh pis was a fonle myaachaunce. 

Therfore beate is to leve pis mate re, 

And of pe soudan lete va now here. 

Now ia pe soudan to hia herborow gone. 11196 

He ia so hevy pat what to done 
He ne wote; but pus demeth he 
The priae of pe tumey hape Partonope, 

And loste for euer ia hia lady bright. 11200 

As for hym pna lieth he all nyght 
Sighyng, sorowyng, and wepyng sore. 

And on pe toper aide queen) Meliore 

Thinketh pat ireuar shall she 11204 

After pat tyme so Partonope, 

Supposyng pat pe Iuggeours wolde deme 
That she pat is so highe a queen) 

Shuld not agre hir to ao pore a knyght, 11208 

And eke what he was pere knew no wight, 

Saue she and her auster good Wrake. 

Thus she is aferde to lese hir make. 

Ca8tyng perellea many now to and fro, 11212 
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H ere pe soudan) is to his logynge gon) 
Heissoheuy pot is to don) 11197 
He ne wot; but pus demyth * he 
The pryse of Pe turney hathe Parto¬ 
nope, 

And loste for euer is his lady bright. 
As for hym pus lyth he att nyght, 11201 
8igheynge, wepynge, sorwynge sore. 
And on pat oper syde pis quene 
Melyore P«af 8S] 

11198. M8. dsnytta. 


Thynketh pat neu er shatt she 11204 
After pot tyme se Partonope, 
Supposynge pot Pe Iugges wilt deme 
That she pot is so high a quene 
Shulde not agre here to so poure a 
knyght, 11208 

And eke what he was per knewe no 
wight, 

Saf she and her syster Ientitt Wrake. 
Thus she is aferde to lese here make. 
Castynge perettes many to and fro, 
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This lady is ati nyght in care and wo. 

A sory nyght haue how fee )»re, 

Meliore, pe soudan, and Partonope. 

AH nyght they lye faste musyng 
In whate plite fortune wiH hem bryng. 
LyteH reste pat nyght hap Partonope. 
Therfore on morowe erly riseth he, 

And Gandyn fro slepe is now awake. 

Love hadde no power hym to make u*l 
Foi^bere his slepe not half a nyght 
Partonope seide to hym anoone right: 

41 Myn owne bropcr, gentiH Gaudyn, 

Sith of pis turney is made a fynne, 

Me moete go vnto Tenedon) * 

Agayne to yelde me pere to prisonn). 

To Armaunte8 wife so I be-hight, 

To parfourme pis my troupe I plight. 

I wolde for no good false holde be/’ 

Here-to seide Gaudyn : “ I me a gree. 

It were a shame pat a liteH sloug[t]h 
Shuld make a knyght to bseke his troutft.” 
To hym po seide this Partonope: 
u Ye moste nedes go forpe with me 
In hope I shall pe better spede. 

To youre helpe I haue grete nede. 

Through your mediac[i]on) it may so be 

% 

pat of prisone she wil make me fre.” 

The wey they conne, it nedeth no gide,* 

11220. MS. atonedonn). 
gide] MS. nede. 


11216 


11220 


In the 
morning 
Partonope 
toll* Oondin 
that ho must 
go bock to 
Tenodon 
and render 
hi motif 
prioontr.. 


11224 


11228 


11232 


11236 


Ho uki 
Gaudin to 
accompany 
him. 


11240 
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This lady is ait nyght in care and wo. Hit were shame pat a lytiit slonthe 
Partonope spake a-none Right Shulde make a knyght breke hia 

To his broper bat Ientitt knyght: trouthe.” 11233 • 

" Myne owne broper, Ientitt Gavndyn), To him she seyde pis Partonope: 

8ethe of pis turney is made pe ryne, “Ye moete nedei go furthe wttA me, 

Me moste * go to atone dome 11226 In hope I shaft pe beter spede. 11236 1 

A-gajne to yelde me to Per prison), To youre helpe I haue grete nede. 

To Armantea wyfe, so I be-hight, 11228 Thorwe youre meditacion it may so be 
To parforme my trouthe pat I plight. That of preaon she wiit make me 
1 wolde for no eood false holde be."— fire." 

“ Here-to,” seyae Gaudyn, “ I me agre. The wey pey con no gyde, 11240 
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They, set 
forth, 

and arrive at 
the Lady's 
castle. 


Otodio ad* 

txtmrnb*, 


and informs 
hsr of tbs 
death of her 
husband. 


He hopes 
alia will 
allow Parto- 
nops to be 
ransomed. 


The Lady 



Toward pe casteft to-gedre pe ride. 

Now thidder they hope comen be, 

Gentitt Gaudyn and Partonope, 

And with pe lady aoone they mette. 11244 

FuH goodly in langage hir do they grete, 

And she hem welcomed with good chore. 

To hir eeide Gaudyn in pis manere : 

“ Medame, it is not to you ynknowe 11248 

That gone it is but a liteti prowe 
In pis londe pis knyght was take 
And brought to Armaunt pat is your make, 

And also lorde chief of pis contree, 11252 

Which prugh tiranny and his crueltee 
Causeles commaunded hym to prisone 
Perpetually, and not for raunsoue. 

When Armaunt was gone to pe tumement, 11256 

That was your lorde, and yite be your assent, 

Ye suffred pis knyght vpon his suerte 
To go and pis tumement to se, 

On pis condic[i]on> he shuld not soiourne [leaf i«, back] 
Long pere, but soone make retourae 11261 

Ayein to prisone to yelde his body, 

Leste Armaunt your lorde shuld sodenly 

Be wrope w*tA you, and pat wonder were. 11264 

He is now dede and lieth on here. 

And not for thy pis trew knyght 
Is come to holde pat he be-hight, 

That is nowe his body to prisoun) 11268 

Praying now pat for Raunsone 
Delyuered fro prisone he may be, 

As cub tome is of euery contree.” 

“Sir,” seide pis lady, “God helpe me so, 11272 

That he was prisoned I was full wo, 

And pat he wote as wele as I. 


Bawl. 

Toward* p« caatett pey gon ryde. 

Nowe deper P*y oomyn) be, 

'Gentitt Gaudyn and Partonope, 

And wit* pelady sone pey met. 11244 
FuH goodly in langage do here grete. 
8he hem weloomyae witA good ehere. 

To here eeyde Gaudyn in pu manere: 


MS. 

1 “ Madam, here pis trewe knyght 11264 
Ys come to holde pat he be-wght.”— 
“Sir,” seyde pis lady, “God help* 
me so, [1 leaf 88, back] 11272 

That he was presonde I was futt 
wo, 

And pat he wot as welt as I. 
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But, sir, I teH you full truly, 

Sith he is nowe at my governaunce, 11276 

God forbede pat cruelte or vengeaunce 
In any woman founde shall be; 

A foule illusion) it were to se, 

For in hem moste euer be mercy and roupe. 11280 

And sith pis knyght hath kept his troupe, 

And his firedame stant aH in me, 

Of prisone I will pat euer he be fre. 

For as a knyght he hath kept his heste. 11284 

And perfore, sir, where euer ye liste, 

Ye shall haue leve to go for* me.” 

And perwith-aH pis Partonope 

Thanked hir hyely of hir good grace, 11288 

And after pat they taried no space, 

But toke leve of pat lady fre. 

Full gladde and IoyfuH now bope they be. 

Thei take her hors and homewards tbei ride, 11292 

Eiche of hem to oper is true gyde. 

And so withiu after dayes pre 
Into pe forest come they be. 

There as her* loggeyng a-fore waa. 11296 

Bight in a launde full grene of gras 
Her men anoone pere pight her tente. 

There they abide be oone assent 

Of pe Iugement to here and se d«n«s] 11300 

To whome thei wole give pe degree 
Of pis turnement, for they be swore 
Who so hath pe prise shall haue Meliore. 

At nyght to bedde bope gone be, 11304 

1128(1. for] MS. fro. 11296. her] MS. his. 


and the two 
friend* take 
their laara. 


Their men 
pitch a 
tent. 


and they go 
to bed. 


Ratal. 

But, sir, I tett you truly, 11276 

8ethe he is nowe at my gouer- 
naunce, 

God for bede pat crewett ore vengaunce 
In ony woman) founde shulde be, 

A foule Illision it were to se. 

Sethe his fredom stont in me, 11282 
Of preson I witt pat he be fre, 

For as a knyght he hathe kepte his 
heste. 11284 

There-fore, sir, where eu er ye lyete. 


MS. 

Ye shaft haue leve to goo for me. ’’ 

And ber-witA-att Partonope 
Thnnlcede here of here good grace. 11288 
And after pat pey taryede no space, 
But toke leue of pot lady fre. 

Futt glade and Ioyfutt bothe pey be. 
They take per hors and homwarde pey 
ryde. 11292 

Eche to oper of hem is trewe gyde. 
Wyth-in dayes after thre 
To pe Iugement come pey be. 11295 
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Purtonope la 
■Jghlng and 
wailing all 
night for fear 
ofloeing hit 
Udy, 


and la im¬ 
patient logo 
and hearth* 
Judgment. 


Oaudin 

•ay* it i* 

too early. 


They had 
better rid* 
to the place 
of 

tournament 
when 
all hare 
aeaembled. 


Gaudyn and eke Partonope. 

Thei hadde travailed, tyme was to reste. 
Yite some of hem had litiH liste 
To slope, and pat was Partonope. 

For aft nyght sighyng with sorowe was he, 
Turnyng and walowyng, carying fast©. 

For euer in herte he was a-gaste 
His lady to lese, J>at he loveth so; 

He wote not what is beet to do. 

Thus lieth pus man att nyght wayling, 

Till pat pe gray day ganne sprynge. 

And when he sey it was day-light, 

Vpwarde he dresseth hym anoone right 
He called Gaudyn and bade hym risa 
To hym he seide pan in pis wise: 

* Rise vp, broper, and go we henne, 

Leste we be laste of aH menne. 

Go we and waite vpon pis Iugement, 

For in tarying vs myght repent.”— 

11 What I ” seide Gaudyn, “ how may pis be 
That so yerly a risere * becomen are ye t 
For as long as euer lasted the turaey, 

I rose pan firste and called euery day, 

And now myn office on yow ye take. 

I holde me peide ye conne pis a-wake. 

Yite after my counseylle dope nowe a lite. 
AH-pough ye haue noone apetite 
Neiper to slepe ne reste take, 

It his full yerly for vs to a-wake. 

This morowe give vs leisere to slepe, 

For I darre vndirtake to kepe 
The tyme and pe houre of Iugement, 

For when pe queen and lordes be present, 
For vs pan is tyme pidderwarde to ride. 

We wole be sene on euery side. i«, b*ck] 
When aH folke be come, pen come wole we, 
We shall pe better a grete dele sene be. 

On hors we wole sitte armed bright, 

Cure speres in oure hande redy to fight. 

11325. MS. ansere. 
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For as a-fore we come to pe tumement, 11 344 

Right so wole we come to the Iugement. 

For fresahe vpon oure hore wole we ride, 

Oure meany a-boute vs on eusry side. 

Oure getona deaplayed betone so bright 11348 

And perfore I pray yon with ati my myght, 

Lette vs a while oure reate take. 

And afterwarde when we bene a-wake, 

We wole riae and masse here, 11352 

And after we wole dyne in feere. 

For firsts to* slepe and aftirward dyne, 

WiH make pi colours futt fresahe and fyne* 

To a-pere, and shewe in tby visage 11356 

Where pou be yonge or ellee in age. 

For many oone shaft on yon loke and se, 

A noon© as ye manned be." 

To Oandyna counseylie good Partonope 11360 

With ait his herte a-greed is he. 

As they hane seide right so they done. 

When they haue dyned, forpe thei gone 

Freashly armed to pis Iugement, 11364 

Where as thei fynde be-fore hem present 

Mel[i]ore pe queen with ait her counseylle, 

Which that day with-outen fayle 

Moete ordeyne what pe dome shaH be 11368 

Of pis tumement, and how pe degre 
Shall be demenyd, and in what wise. 

Full harde it were now to devise 

How many dyusrs thoughtes made per be 11372 

In pe herte of noble Partonope, 

That hoveth on hors I-armed bright, 

Full freashly in his ladies sight. 

In clothe of golde pat was ait white 11376 

His stede was trapped, and grete delite 
An men hadde on hym to se. 

Now of Gaudyn speke wole we, 

That on hora aitteth fuH lustely i 44 ] 11 380 

Trapped in clop© of golde futt freashly, 

That as scarlet© as rose was rede, 


11354. to] MS. go we. 11355. fyne] MS. myne. 


If ha takes 
hit root now, 
he will look 
all the 
better. 


After a meal 
they proceed 
to the place 
where Melior 
it sitting 
with her 
council. 


Who can 
describe 
Partooope'e 
state of 
mind in the 
pretence of 
his Ladjr? 
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Th« 8ulUn 
brings* 


istinnetoin- 
ttmkUU the 
lodges, but 
be himself 
▼mdllAtes 


hope and 


Mslftor sits 
In the tower, 
shedding 

tears. 


Corsolt is 
i>leased to 
see his two 
Mends 

again. 


His helme of stele vpon his hede. 

Now aH pe luges assembled be 
To-gedre, as thei mow se 
Of aR pe felde pe full array. 

Thei mow no firmer, J>is is pe day 
Assigned lasts of aH pe dayes pere 
To gife Iugement, bo)>e ferre and nere, 

To hym pat hap I-bome hym beste. 

Now is pe sou dan pere aH preste, 

With huge peple hym a-boute 
To putt pe luges in feere and doute, 

))at they shuld be fayne to gife pe gre 
To hym, and yete forsothe stode he 
Be-twene hope and drede his lady to lese, 

Or ellee to haue hir if he myght not cheee. 

AH pe felde be-holdeth pe Iugeoure. 

And Meliore pe queen is in a toure, 

Where as she wepeth and maketh grete moone, 
For fere pat she shuld euer for-gone 
Hir love, hir Ioy, hir erthly make. 

And on pe toper side sighed Wrake, 

And soroweth as moche as dope she, 

For fere to lese good Partonope. 

Thei canne in no wise her care witA-drawe, 

Of lores servaantes suche is pe lawe. 

Oursolote the kyng beholdeth full wele 
Thes ij knyghtes armed in stele. 

Be-fore he was full hevy and pensife. 

The sight of hem hath apesid the strife. 

He knew hem wele be herre array, 

For to pe turaement day be day 
He se hem come in pe same wise. 

Anoone from his chaire po did he rise 
And departed pe peple here and pere, 

And made pes knyghtes to come nere. 

When pe peple departed was, 

And they be comen into pe place, [leanu, uckj 
Where as Cursolote commaund hem be. 

From hors pan lighteth Partonope. 

And Gaudyn also, his owne make. 
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To her men her hors then thei take. 

Thee lordee pat shaft give Iugement, 

They acorded be oone assent 

|>is faire queen, this fresshe floure, 

Moste come downe oute of hir toure, 

And sitte in place where as she 
May wele sene hem pat chose be 
To haue the gre of pis turnement. 

And on pe toper party is redy present 
This noble knyght called pe Soudan, 

And with hym many a worpi man. 

With hym is come pe kyng of Sire, 

That loveth ladies of ffresahe atire. 

And with hym is of Eremeny pe kyng. 

That loveth faire ladies a-bove aft ping. 

The kyng of Spayne, pe kyng of Libie 
For love of ladies reche not deye. 

There is also pe # kyng of Valence, 

J)at euer hath Ioy to be in presence 
Of faire ladies fresshe and bright, 

And perto he is a wortbi knyght. 

The kyng of Meroby is pere also, 

|>at love hath done fuft moche wo. 

And eiche of pea wole leve her lay, 

If Meliore liketh, pis is no nay. 

Yite aft mow not be* Iugement 
Haue pe degre of pis turnement. 

Eiche leveth in drede, yite hope they wele. 
And loke how fortune wole turne her whele. 
Now cometh pe queen downe fro pe toure, 
Eiche man is gladde to do hir honours. 
She leveth in hope, yite hath she drede, 
Leste of hir love she shuld not spede. 

11448. mow not be] MS. now be not 
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If The lords* bat shaft yeve Iugement, 
They acorde by on assent 11425 

The feyre quene, pe freshe floure 
Moete come downe out of pe toure, 

And ayt in plaae where >ot she 11428 
May se hem bat chosyn be. 


IT Nowe comyth pe quene out of >e toure, 
Eche man) is glade to do here honours. 
8be leuyth in hope, yet hathe she 
drede, 

Lyste af hir loue she shulde not 
spede. 11465 
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Htr bttatj 

tsmarre]- 

loot. 


Tht tight of 
Uimktnto 
(Hadin'* 
hMirton fire. 


Melior it ltd 
to her ttti. 


Eiche man is gladde on hir to se, 

They mervaile gretely of hir beaute. 

She is fairs shapen and ffresshe cladde, ifcsf us] 
Hir porte womanly, hir chere sadde. 

This was sons after pat morow [gan] sprynge. 

Men seide she was an hevenly ping. 

It were Impossible, thei seide, prugh nature 
Might be brought forpe suche a creature. 

Therfore they seide to shew her coloure 
For hir love downe vnto pe touie 
Were oomen pe sonne from hir spiere. 

Of kynne they supposed thei were right nere. 

The cristens pat chose were for pe degre 
Speke myche ping of hir grete beaute, 

And seide pere was neusr sene be-fome 
In erth so fairs a creature borne, 

Safe only she pat was modir and maide, 

With whome pe trenyte was so wele paide, 

He deyned to sends his blessed aone 
Be pe holy goete in hir to wone. 

Whan Gaudyn hir beaute hadde wele sene, 

In pe worlde he wende hadde noone such bene, 
But after when he hadde sene fairs Wrake, 

The prise of Meliore gan fasts a-slake. 

In his hert,* for pen pought he 
Hir suater Wrake was fairere pen she. 

Lo, how sodenly love hath sette on fyre 
His herte and put att his desyre 
Vpon Wrake, hir to serve a-bove aH ping. 

Now hoppe if he can, he is come to pe ringe. 
There he be-fome hath slept full softe 
He shall now walow and tume fuH ofte. 

Now cometh Meliore prow all pis press, 

And on pe right side with-outen lese 
She is ladde of Cursolote pe kyng, 

Whome she trusteth of all men levyng. 

And on hir lifts side gothe kyng Claryn 
To lede hir to a place where tappett and cusshen 
Of clothe of golde were fairs yspred. 

11480. his hert] MS. hert his. 
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To preiae hir beaut* eich man is gladde. 

In hip no defauts couthe men se, 11496 

Save pat she semyth pensif to be. Peer 14 a, back] 

AH pis fcyme stonte Fartonope 
So of hia lady be-holdyng pe beaute, 

That pe herte in his body await for wo, 11500 

For of )>e Soudan he dpedeth hym so, 

Leate he were chosen to haue the degre. 

And pat hia lady loste hath he. 


Thus stondeth he euar ymagynyng 11504 

I>at from hete he falleth into a quakyng, 

Aa thoughe he were in )>e ffeuer age we. 

Every trew lousr on hym ought to rewe. 

Partonopea wo now wole I lete, 1 1508 

And apeke of Meliore pat to hir sete 
la brought be-twene pe kynges two. 

And with-outen any wordee moo 

On }>e benche thei downe hir sette, 11512 

And on knee eiche lorde hir faire grette. 

And on benches eiwry where a-boute 
Thei ben sette with-oute any doute. 

The kynges and pe lordee be oone assents 11516 

pst dome now pis tumemont. 

Kyng Anferus po speke first be-gan, 

For of scole he was a lerned man. 

And perto he was wele ronne in yerea. 11520 

Rody was his face, and white was his heeres. 

He was wele taught and perto curteiae. 

Next to pe queen he be-gan pe deise : 

41 Medame, of your highe excellence 11524 

And it like you pat in your presence 

I reherce what pe cause may be 

That here is now so grete assemble 

Of aH estates bope riche and pore. 11528 


while 
Pfertoooi* 
ftaiida all 
trembling. 


King Ad fort 

begin* 

speaking. 


He recalls 
the cause 
why the 
tournament 
wa* held. 


Jiawl. 

Anferus krnge speke be gan), 11518 
For af scole He was a lernede man), 

And p«r-to he was wett rone in yerea. 
Kody was his fase, white were his 

U heru - u 11521 

ne was wen taught and perto courteyse. 
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Nexte pe quene he be-gan pe doyse : 

“ Madam, of youre hegft excellence 
1 And it leke you pat in youre presennce 
I reherse what pe cause may be p imr gsj 
That here is nowe so grete aaaenble 
Of alt estates bothe ryche and poure. 
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and the 



out aha like* 
beat. 


Medame, ye arne desyred so sore 
What for your richesse and your beaute, 

))at prow pe worlde so named be ye. 

Ye mow not lyve with-oute a lorde, 

Wherfore ye wote wele be sH pe acorde 
Of your 

Was ordeyned to crie a turnement. 

Who so euer pat wordiest hadde pe degre 
Your souereyn lorde shuld be. 

And so be att youre lordes aviso (leaf im] 

They pat ben worpi to hane ]>e prise 
Of pis worshipfuH turnement 
Here they stonde be-fore you present. 

And as wissely God helpe me so 
There is noone chosen of att po 
For affecc[i]on) of love ne of diede, 

I dare wele say, ne for no mede. 

Now shall I teH you what thei be 
That are chosen to haue pe degre, 

Whens they be bore, and of what lynage, 

And wheper thei be yonge or elles of age, 

And where they be bore to * heritage or no, 

And of what condic[i]on) thei be also. 

For what they ben I kuowe full wele, 

The troupe I haue enquered euery dele. 

When I haue tolde of meste and leste, 

Whome euer your herte can like beste 
Good reasone is pat ye hym chese. 

I trowe pat shall be moete your eace. 

11560. MS. add* her before heritage. 
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Madam,ye are desyrede so sore, 11629 I dare wett aey, ne for no mede. 

What for youre ryches and youre beute, Nowe shaft I tett you what pey be, 

Thorwe pe worlae so namyae ye be. That are choeyn to haue degre, 

Ye may not leue witA-out a lorde. 11632 Whens pey be bore, what lenage, 11648 

Where-for ye wyte wett be att pe acorde Wheper >ey be yonge ore ettea in age, 

Of youre baronage in pleyne parlement Where pey be bore to erytage ore no, 

Was ordeynede be playne tur[ue]- And what condicion pey be also. 

ment. 11535 For what pey be I knowe wett, 11662 

Here pey stonde you in present. 11541 The trouth I haue enquerede euer dett. 

As wysly God helpe me so, When I haue tolde meste and leste, 

There is none chosyn of att bo Whom euer youre hert con lyke beste, 

For aifeccion of loue ne dreae, 11544 Good reson is pat ye hym chese. 11666 
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Lo, aH pes pat stonde on J>is side. 

The worlde to seke pat is so wide, 

Wordier knyghtes can no man se, 11560 

And pes be f>e pereones put chosen he. 

Bnt of your counseylle pis is pe a vise, 

To vj. of pes they yeve pe full prise. 

Of cristen men be chosen thre, 11564 

And as many of hethen now per be. 

Of cristen pe names first I wole telle 

And then her condicions, and where they dwelle. 

J>e first is pe kyng of Fraunce. 11568 

If ye liste knowe of his alyaunce, 

And ye wole pe sege of Troy rede, 

There ye shall fynde, with-outen drede, 

pat he is of pe ligne of kyng Priam, 11572 

That reigned in Troy ; of hym he came, 

Which kyng of Troy loste pe honour 

For Parys, his sone, pat he did ffavour 

In pe Ravesshyng of feire Eleyne, 11576 

Which matere is declared full pleyne 

In the boke called pe sege of Troy. (leaf no, back] 

And if ye liste ye may haue Ioy 

The kyng of Fraunce to haue to lorde. 11580 

I daze wele sey prowe-oute pe worlde 
Knoweth no man levying a semeliere 
Ne of condictons more gentillere. 

Bight-full, hardy and trew is he, 11584 



“Then 
an three 
Christiana, 
and thna 
brathana. 


"Th. first 
la tha Ktag 
of Franca. 


Bawl. 

Loo, aft >ese Jwt stont in (as syde, 11558 
The worlde to seke >at is so wyde, 
Worther* knyghtes con no man se, 

And J>eae be personas [xit coeyn 
be. 11561 

Of yonre counsett >is is J>e avyse, 

To vi of >cse >*y y«ve pe pryse. 

Of crystyn men) be coeyn thre, 11564 
As many of hethyn nowe par be. 

Of crystyn >e namys first* wilt I tett, 
And per condysions, and where pey 
dwelt: 

The first* is pe kynge of Fraunce. 11568 
Yef ye lyste to know* of his alyannoe, 
And ye wilt >* sege of Troy rede, 

There ye shaft fynde, witA-out drede, 


MS. 

1 He is of lyne of kynge Pryam, 11572 
That reynede in Troye; of hym he 
cam, [> leaf 89, back] 

Whiche kynge of Troy lost* pe honours, 
For Paris, his son, Jwt dyde favure 
In ^e Reuershynge of feyre Elyna, 11576 
Whiche mater is declared* feyre and 
pleyne 

In boke called* >e sege of Troye. 
And vef ye lyate ye may haue Ioye 
The kynge of Fraunce to haue to 
lorde, 11580 

I dare weft sey J»orwe-out >e worfl]de 
KnowetA no maid leuyfn]g* a symlyere, 
Ne of condysion) more Ientillere. 
Rightfutt, hardy and true is he, 11584 


Digitized by 



Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 


460 


British Musewm MS. 


(< Tb€ ftftCOQd 

it Gindin. 



MarcifuH, louly to eiwry degre. 
Richesse and youthe hape witAaH. 
Kyng Lohers men do hym calle. 

The toper cristen is called Gaudyn. 
Liteti prise of hym hath kyng Claryn. 
Yite is he right worpi for the nones, 



I can not wele tett of what lynage 
He is come, but wele in age 
He is ronne, as be his heeris. 

He passeth more pen fifti yens. 

JPore man he is and borne in Castile. 

He hath rid fnH many a myle 
To 8e con trees and gete him honoure. 

His levyng he getith be his laboure, 

For a worthy knyght he is of his honde, 

He hath hym so proved in many a londe. 
An hethen man borne was he. 

Sith amonge cristen he hath be 
Cherisshed and worshipped many a day. 
That he hath forsaken hethen lay, 

And be-come cristenyd, God blessed pou be. 
Thus in pis wise come forjie is he 
Be his honde of worpinesse, 

Whiche is more worship pen richease. 

But he hath a msister here and souereyn 
Whorae he hath fuH and pleyn 
Gyven ffrute of his travaile and labour. 
That what to hym ahuld falie of honour 
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Mercifutt, louynge in euery degre. 

Kynge Loherea men) don hrm oait, 
Rychea and youthe he clothe witA- 
att. 

The toder cr y aty n ia callede Gaudyn. 
Lyke pryae of hym hathe kynge Claryn). 
Yet he is worthye for pa nonya, 11590 
Symly he ia and large of bonys. 

I con not wett tett of what lenage 11592 
He ia come, but weft in age 
He ia ronne, as be his heres, 

He paasyth mo pen) fyfty yerea. 

Pours he ia and borne in Caatett. 11596 
He hathe rede futt many a myle. 


MS. 

An hethyn) man) borne waa he. 11602 
Sethe amonge cryatyu he hathe be 
Oheryahede and worohipede many a 
day. 11604 

That he hathe for-aake hethyn lay, 
And be-come crystynde, God blyaaede 
pou be. 

Thus in pis wyae come furthe ia he 
Be his honde of worthynea, 11608 

Whiche is more worchipe pen Ryches. 
But he hathe a master and souerayne, 
Whom he hathe gefen futt and playne 
The frute of his travett and labure. 11612 
What pat to hym shulde fatt of honours. 
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He ffoucheth safe his maister it have. 
Wherfore me thinketh, so God me save, 

It nedeth of hym to speke no worde; 

But lete vs nowe speke of his lorde, [i 

Which was armed vnder a shelde 
Of sillier bright, and in pe felde 
Eiche day he was first of all, 

And Partonope men do hym caB, 

That in tur[n]ament many did greve, 

And ener he in pe felde was lasts at Eve. 

A worpier knyght, be my savioure, 

Sawe I neuer in felde, ne better his honour 
Conthe save pen he now hath do. 

And of his tacches to speke also, 

He is fre, curteys, gentiB and meke. 

There is no bounte in hym to seke. 

And forto speke of his kynrede, 

To pe kyng of Frounce, with-outen drede, 
He is nye cousyn, wete right wele, 

I hane enqnered pis nowe euerydele. 

And forto speke of his lifelode, 

Two Erldomes he hath riche and good. 

Of londe foreothe he hathe no more, 

But he is riche ynowe of tresoure. 

Now haue I tolde you of pe cristens pre, 
And I wole teB which pe hethen be. 

The first of pe hethen is pe Soudan. 
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Rawl. 

He foyche it safe his maistor it haue. 
Where fore me thynke, so God me 
sane, [leafM] 11616 

Hit nedyth of hym to speke no worde. 
But let vs speke nowe of his lorde, 
Whiche was armede vnder a shelde 
Of sylu«r bright, and in pe felde 
Eche day he was firste of att, 11620 
And Partonope men do hym call, 

That in pe torment many dede greue, 
And enir in pe felde laste at eve. 

A worthyere knyght, be my savyoure, 
8awe I neuer in felde, ne be tor his 
honours 11626 

Couth sane pen he hathe do. 

And of his tecchis to speke also, 


MS. 

He is courtes, Ientitt, and meke. 11628 
There is no bennte in hym to seke. 
And to speke of his kenrede. 

The kynge of France witA-out drede 
He is nye cossyn, wyt right wett, 11632 
I hane enquerede it euery dell. 

And to speke of his lyflode, 

To erleaomes he hathe Ryche and 
good. 

Of londe for-sothe he hathe no more, 
But he is Ryche I-nowe of tresoure. 
Nowe hane I tolde yon of orystyens 
thre, 11638 

And wilt to It you whiche pe hethyn 
be. 

The firste of pe hethyn is pe soudan, 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 


462 


British Museum MS. 


“ He ia 
willing to 
become a 
Christian 
for the 
Queen's 
sake. 

Margaris is 
his name. 


After him 
comes Sad ea. 


Mcrvaile it is J>at ewer any man 
Might haue so hye a ffrende of nature. 

For she hath done ati hir myght and cure 
Of hir tresoure to gif hym so grete foyson), 

That )>ere is no man can sey be reasons 
J)at any ping lakketh in hym of wele, 

For riche Enowe lie is and trew as stele, 

Semely of persone, stronge and yonge. 

Of faire shappe hym lakketh noting, 

Light and delyuer, mery and gladde, 

And amonge his counseylle wise and sadde. 

Of his bo-heste he is fuH stable, 

And in domes aH-way merciable. 

AH-pough in bataille he be chevalrouse, 

To hem pat hym ofFende he ys* despitouse. 

And forto telle of his kynrede, [leaf 147, back] 

Loke which of you pe bible can rede, 

And fynde who made pe arke of Noye, 

Of his lyne come downe is he. 

And of his nobley to make a fyne, 

AH is wele, save pat a saresyne 
Is he borne, and yite seith he 
To haue my lady christened wiH be. 

Jjis lordes name is called Margarise, 

Of aH bountes * he bere)>e pe prise. 

The seconde hepen is fresshe and yonge. 


11644 


11648 


11652 


11656 


11660 


11664 


11655. ye] MS. nys. 11665. MS. bountesous. 


Ratal. 

Marvett it is Jwt euer ony man) 11641 
Might haue a frende so high of nature. 
For she hathe don att her myght and 
cure 

Of hir tresoure to geve hym so meche 
foyson), 11644 

That ]>er is no man) con sey be reson) 
That ony thynge lackede in hym of 
wett. 

For Ryche he is and true as stett, 11647 
Symly of persone, stronve and yonge, 

Of fayre shape he lackeae nothynge, 
Lyght and aelyuer, mery and glaae, 
Amonge his counsett wyse and sade. 

Of his be-heste he is futt stabitt, 11652 
And in domys mercy-abitt. [leaf w, back] 


MS. 

Att->ough in bataitt he be chevalrus, 
To hem pat hym offendyde he is dys- 
spytuous. 

Ana for to tett of his kenrede, 11656 
Loke whiche of you J>e bybitt con 
rede, 

And fynde who made arke of Noye, 
Of hys lyne downe come he. 

And of his noble to make a fyne, 11660 
Att is wett, safe Jwt a sarsyn) 

Ys he borne, and yet seyth he 
To haue my lady crystynde witt be. 
This lordes name is Margaryse, 11664 
Of att beute he berythe J>e pryse. 

TJThe seconde hethyn) is freshe and 
yonge. 
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His name is Sades, of Syre pe kyng. 
Semely he is, curteise and chevalrouse, 
RightfuH, free, and passyng vertuose. 

Of olde and gentitt kynrede is he, 

As eiche kyng moste nedes be. 

Bnt forto tett of his alyannce, 

So olde it is oute of remembraunce. 

The prid hethen hight Anpatrys. 

He is yonge, semely and right wise, 
Lorde and kyng of )>e londe of Noby. 
With swerde he come to pat seignyorye ;• 
Wherefore, hem )>ought it was pe beste, 
Sith he wau pat resume be conqueste, 

To haue hym her govemour and lorde, 
And so chosen hym kyng be one accorde. 
He is right worthy, of grete richesse, 

But of pe tumement, as I geese, 

He loketh no-ping after pe degre. 

To pe soudan his lorde hath he 
Gyve aH his service and his la bo u re, 

For at pis tyme he is his soudyoure. 

Now, Medame, I haue you tolde 
Of the vj chosen, which bene olde, 

And which yonge, and how they be 
Borne of blode, and of what contre, 

And what they be of condic[i]on), 

And how thei bene of reputac[i]on), 

And how pat Gaudyn and Anpatrise 


11668 


the King of 
Syria, 


11672 


and 

AnpttrU, 
the King of 
Nutria, who, 

11676 

claims 
nothing for 
himself. 


11680 


11684 


11688 


"The choice 
is thus 
limited 
to four. 


11692 


Btnol. MS. 


His name is 8ades, of Scyre kynge. 
Symly he is, oourteyse and chevalrua, 
Rxghtfuii, fre, and futt vertuoua. 11601 
Of olde and Ientiti kenrede is he, 

As iche kynge moete nedes be. 

Bnt for to tett of his alyaunce, 11671 
So olde it is out of remembraunce. 

The iii hethyn hight Anpatryse. 

He is yonge, symly and wyse, 1167! 
Lorde ana kynge of f>e londe of N vbye 
With swerde he come to Jwt senorye ; 
Where-fore hym )>ought it is beste, 
Sethe he wan) {wt re me be oonqueste, 
To haue here gouernours and lorde, 


And so choee * hym kynge by on aoorde. 
He is of right grete Rychease, 

But of pe turment, as I geese, 11688 
He lokyth nothyngs af \tr pe degre. 
The sondan) his lorde hathe he 
Gyf att his amiyse and labors, 

For at Jrie tyme he is his soudyre. 
Nowe, madam, I haue you tolde 11688 
Of J>e vi choeyn whiche be olde, 

And whiche vonge, and who J»y be 
Borne of blode, and of what contre, 
And what pey be of condicion), 11682 
And how pey be of repntasion), (i leaf oi) 
1 And how pst Gaudyn and Anpatrise 

11SS1. MS. cbaae. 
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Oat the 
prise shell 
be*4Judgtd 
to the 8 often. 


Cursolt osn 
do nothing, 
ss nobody 
supports 
him. 


King Clsrin 
rises sad 
ssys that 
the Qneen 
must give 
the 8altsn 
her lore. 


Haue dismy tted hem clone of pe prise, 

So of fe chosen yite foure )>ere be. [leaf iu] 
Wherefore I counseylle fully ^at ye 
Of theire persones take good hede ; 

For I haue aeide, so God me spede, 

All myn entent full and pleyne. 

Now lete vs here auo)*r certeyne.” 

Thus hath Amphorus made conclusion) 

Of his tale, but now to his reason) 

Of aH )>e8 lordes answere none, 

But still thei sitte as any stone. 

And so it semed be her chiere 
They were acorded aH in fere 
pe Soudan shuld haue fully pe degre, 

Save only Cursolote, that Partonope 
Loved wele, but what myght he do 1 
Of aH ^e Iuegoure pere were no mo 
That list hym former in any wise. 

Kyng Claryn of aH tint gan rise, 

And seide playnle ^at J>e Soudan 
He held of aH wordiest man, 

And beate hath deserved J>is degre, 

14 Wherfore, medame,” he seide, “ moste ye 
GifFe hym your love and take hym for lorde. 
What is my cause in shorte worde 
I shaH you sey, for ayein the toJ>er fre 
Sette his semlyhode and his bounte, 

And richesae he hathe of aH )nng, 


11696 


11700 


11704 


11708 


11712 


11716 


11720 


Ravi MS. 

Haue dyssmyttyde hem clene of >e 8afe only Courolot, Jwt Partonope 
prvse, Lonyde weft, bat what myght he do ? 

So of pe choeyn) yet foure per be. 11896 Of att Iugge* per were no moo 

Where-for I counsett fully Jwt ve That lyste hym forjwr in ony wyae. 

Of peae peraonea take good hede ; Kyng Claryons first* gan) rise, 11713 

For I haue aeyde, so God me spede, And sevde playnly >at J>e aoudan) 

Att myne entent futt and playne. 11700 He helde of ait )>e worthyeste man), 

Nowe let vs here ano)*r eertayne.” And beste hathe deseruyde Jus degre, 
Thus hathe Anferus made conclusion) “ Where-for, madame, cede* moste ye 
Of his tale ; but nowe to his reaon) Gyf hym your* loue, and take hym to 
Of att )>ia lorde* answere none, 11704 lorde. 11718 

But stitt ptj syte as ony stone. What is my cause, in short worde 

And so it semyde by per chere 1 ah att you sey, ayen >at o per thro 

They were acordyde ait in fere 11707 8et his symlyhede and hia beute. 

The aoudan) shun haue fully degre, And Ryches he hathe of att thynge, 
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More fen hath any ofer kyng. 

And ferto for your love wole he 11724 

A-fore vs aU now clistened be, 

And all his peple saun$ doutaunce. 

))is were to God an hye plesaunce.” 

Now hath Claryn seide his will. 11728 

He sette hym downe, and fen full still 
Sitte aH fea lordes and sey no worde. 

It semeth they ben aH of oone acorde 

Fully to parfourme Claryns entent, 11732 

Forto do his dome thei be fully consent, 

And no man hym contraried in no wise, rieaf i48, bsck] 
Lorde, what herte coufe now devise 

The grete sorowe fat hath Meliore f 11736 

Within hir herte feleth she grete sore, 

Sith all hir lordes be oone assent 
So fayne to gyve trew Iugement, 

And she to lese euer hir love also. 11740 

What mervaylle is it fough she were wo 1 
This lady hadde leuer to deye 
ben Claryns Iugement to obeye. 

For be Meliore it sheweth fuH wele 11744 

That ladies in love be trewe as stele. 

For she in no wise hir love wole lese 
The worfiest knyght in fe worlde to cliese. 

Nefer for bounte nor for richesse, 11748 

Ne fore all his prise of nobilnesse 
Wolde she liaue fe Soudan of Perce. 

Hir herte to hym is aH-wey perverse. 



Raid. 

More >en) hatthe ony o per thvnge. 
There-to fore yon re lone witt he 11724 
Afore ve att nowe crystende be, 

And att his pepitt saunj doutaunce. 

This were to God an high plesaunce. ” 
Nowe hathe Clarins seyde nis witt. 

He set hym downe, and pea) futt 
Stitt [i leaf 01, back] 11729 

Sat att pis lordes and seyde no worde. 
Hit semyth >ey be att of on acorde 
Fully to parforme Claryns entente, 

1 For to his dome pey w fully assent, 
And no man) contraiyede in no wyse. 

PABTONOPB. 


MS. 

Lorde, what hert couthe devyse 11735 
II The grete sorwe )wt hathe Melyore ! 
W»tA-in here hert she felyth grete 
sore, 

Sethe att her lordes be on assent 
So fayne to gyf trewe Iugement, 11789 
And she to lese euer here loue also. 
What mervett is it {>ougft she were 
wo! 

This lady hade leuer to dye 
Then Clarions Iugement to obye. 

For be Melyore it shewyde wett 11744 
That ladyea in loue be true as stett. 

H H 
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Rrnool 
standi up. 


•and claims 
the right of 
speaking. 


Now God, pat all ladies Lath made, 11752 

Gyve hem grace in herte to be glade, 

And pat all tongee moved may be 
That speke lightly oi ladies in any degre. 

Now Amolfe pe olde, pat first in parlement 11756 
Meved and styrred to hane pis turnement, 

And ordeyned lordes domes-men to be, 

Of which for certayne oone was be, 

On his fote stode vp to sey his reasons, 11760 

For pe to per lordes sate att downe. 

Semely of stature for so the was he, 

His visage was manly on to se. 

Wortbie he was, and white was his heerys, 11764 

Olde, right-wise, and pat askith such yerys. 

For love ne hate wole he not leve 
The troupe to sey, whome euer he greve. 

And pen seide he: “ It is not vnknowo 11768 

To all you lordes, as I now trowe, 

That in pe laste parlement 
It was acorded aH be oure assent 

Certeyne lordes chosen shuld be 11772 

Of pis turnement to give pat degre, n«*r U9] 

Which to-gedre now be here. 

And though pat I vn worthy were, 

Chosen I was to be one of p[o]. 11776 

Wherfore I thinke, so mote I go, 

In pis mate re pleynly to quyte me. 

For ye &H, me thinketh, enclyned be 

Fully to kyng Clary ns sentence. 11780 

Hym ye haue gyve fuH good audience, 

And no man, me pinketh, answerith perto. 

11778. >o] hoU in MS. a/Ur p. 


Bawl. MS. 

No we Armelus pe olde, >ot first* in Holde right-wyse, pat asketh soyche 
porlement 11756 yeres. 

Meuyde and steride to haue pis tur- For loue ne bate wolde he not leve 
ment, The trouthe to sey, whom euer he greoe. 

And ordeynede lordes domes-men to be, Then) seyde he : “ It is not unknowe 
Of wheche serteu on was he. 11759 To att yonder lordes, as I trowe, 11769 

His vesage was manly on to se. 11763 That in pe laste parlement 

Worthye he was, and whyte of heres, Hit was acordyde be oure assent. 
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This proverbe was seide fuH longe a-go : 

‘ Who so holdeth hym stiH doJ>e assent.’ 11784 

Bat I wole sey nowe myn entent, 

Wrope perwilk so who euer be: 

His dome in no wise pleaseth me. 

Gaudyn and Anpatris ben put oute 11788 

The gre to hane, pis is no doute. 

Yite they hane bore hem fuB wele, 

Better were neuer armed in stele. 

And hope in pis wise acorded be, 11792 

Tboughe they hadde deserved pis degre. 

To her lorde thei haue gyve her honoure, 

])ei holde hem paide of her laboure. 

Now forto speke of pe kyng of Sire, 11796 

I sey we owe aH forto desyre 
He be put fully fro pis degre. 

And pis is my cause pough pat he 

Be fuH stronge, semely and desyrous, 11800 

Yonge, hardy, and fuH corageous, 

And in bataile neuer so chevalrous, 

Yite oone vice shent aH, for he is despitouse, 

Tliat when he hath no werre but is in peace, 11804 
To pe pore peple can he not cese 
But euer do extorc[i]on) and tyrannye. 

This is verrey soth, I wole not lye. 

Neper for love, drede, nor hate, 11808 

He can not lyvc with-oute debate. 

Now forto speke of po kyng of Fraunce, 

Of kyn is he and grete alyaunce. 

But forto make hym oon) of pe gre ( i«af i4», t*ckj 11812 
I can not acorde perto now, parde, 

For pat moete nodes be for worpinesse, 

Neper for state ne for grete richesse. 


Curin’* 
judgment 
doee not 
please him. 


M Gandln 
and An pa- 
trie do not 
compete 
with their 
lorde. 


"The King 
of Syria it 
tyrannous 
and cannot 
live without 
strife. 


•‘The King 
of Prance 
haa not 
proved 
strong 
enough in 
battle. 


Ratal. 

But be wrothe who so euer be, 11786 
His dome in no wyse plesyth me. 

Gaudyn) and Anpatrise be put oute 
The gre to haue, t>is is no doute. 11789 
Yet l>ey haue borne hem fuit weft, 

Better were neuer armede in stett. 

And bothe in pis wyse acordydf be. 


MS. 

Though hade deseruyde bis degre. 

To par lorde pey gyfe pe honoure, 

Tliey holde hem payde of per labure. 
Nowe to speke of pe kynge of Scyre, 

I sey we owe ait to desyre 11797 
He be put fully fro jiis degre. 

This is my cause jxragft pat he 

H H 2 
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JU O* 


"Th* Saltan 
it a worthy 
■might, 


bat none 
can be more 
chiralrooa 
than Parto- 
nope, earl 
of Hloia. 


And forto make hjm passyng worthy, 

I sey for me, I wote neuer whye. 

For in bataiUe when he is a-bove, 

His grete manhode pen wole he prove, 

And when to hym turneth contrarie, 

That he is pat of so myghtely, 

And in any wise rebewked is he, 

So gretely abasshed he wole be, 

That aft his myghtes so hym faile. 

Of litett defence is he in bataile. 
berfore to chese hym one of pe prise 
Ye shaH not haue myn aviso. 

Of pe soudan now forto sey 

I can not fynde be no way 

To teH of his tacches ne of his lynage, 

Ne in bataylle more of coi^ge, 
ben Anphorus be-fore hath seide. 

Of his reasons I holde me wele peide ; 

For on bataile he is fiers in assaylyng. 

Though he be rebuked, yite in his defFendyng 
He is hardy, myghty, and wole not fie. 

So in knyghthode may no man be 
Wordier alowed in no wise, 

And in grete turnementis fuft ofte )>e prise 
Hath he hadde, pat wote I wele, 

A worpier was neuer armed in stele. 

But here stonte armed a semely knyght 
Ynder a shelde of siluer bright, 

Whos name is called Partonope. 

Of pe Erldome of Bloys lorde is he. 

And his condicions here to reherse, 

I dare wele say the soudan of Perse, 

Ne pe kyng of Syro, ne nooue of aH, 

Be-gynne fro pe grettest vnto pe small, 

Of condictons is more vertuouse, 

Ne in armes more hardy and chev&lrouse. 
With-outen cause shaft he neucr-more [ie*t isoi 
Be founde despitouse to riche ne pore, 

And he is goyng into his best[e] age. 

11854. best(e], a hole in MS. for e. 
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11828 


11832 


1183$ 


11840 


11844 


11848 
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Ami to speke of his naturaH [lyjuage, 

In cristendome is none wordier kynrede 11856 

Then he is come of, with-outen drede. 

In many a mortnH hattaille hape he be. 

In listes often eke fought hape he, 

And euer of his Encmeyce pe better hap hadde, 11860 
In many grete perelles he hap be stadde. 

For when he hath ben in so h&rde plite 

That many of his meany hap be descomfite, 

ben he his knyghthode hape wele proved, 11864 

For manly he ha the hem aH releved. 

The ffrensshe men know wele aH pis, 

For it is not go full longe I-wisse, 

Her kynges worohipp in aH oure sight 11868 

Oft he saved, wherfore a knyght 
Worpiest of aH proved is he 
To haue euery-where [p]is degre. 

What pough pe soudan [haue] more of prow esse, 11872 
My lady nedeth not to his richease; 

Of wordly goodes she hape* grete plente. 

And if to-gedre they wedded be, 

If hym luste to holde werre, 

He may not fade ynowe to conquers, 

For I-nough he hath and haue shaH. 

The soudans parte shall be full small 
)>at he shaH haue of pis degre. 

Though Claryns sey pat he wole be 
Cristened now for my ladies sake, 

And aH his peple, wherfore we make 
Of his pro fire so grete deynte, 

It is but easy, as now pinketh me, 

For eiche man may pinke in his thought 
For Goddes sake it is right nought, 

But onely for luste and covetise, 11888 

And EviH shuld chief pat emprise 
J)at were not do for Goddes sake. 

For when he hadde fuH possession) take 


11876 


11880 


11884 


Hh lias 
shown his 


courage 
in manj 
aflght, 
and always 
got ihs 
better of his 
enemlss. 


My lady 
does not 
need the 
Sultan's 
riches, and 
if Partonope 


he will get 
still 


" The Sal¬ 
tan's conver¬ 
sion will not 
be for the 
sake of God, 
and evil may 
come of it. 


11855. lyoagt] a hole in MS. for \j. 
11874. hnpe] MS. haue. 
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“ Then fort, 
ifitHcues 
rnyladt, 
the L*<f 
better wed 
Ptrtooope." 


The kinjra 
thick UuLt 
Krooni is 

rmther bold 
to contra- 
dicttWr 
award. 

Melior 
blnshsa, 
bearing 
her name 
mentioned. 


She it 
certain, 
the aMt, 
that Kmoul 
reoardi 
only what 
it right 


Of lady and shape all in fee re, [leaf iso, back] 
He wolde dresse aH ping on his man er, 

And make vs Cristes lawe forsake, 

Or sle vs, pis dare I vndirtake. 
perfore chese we Partonope, 

For vnder Cristes lawe bounde is he. 

Be hym may fall no grevaunce. 

And if it be my ladies plesaunce, 

Lette hir wedde hym be oure assent, 

This is fully my Iugement. 

I not where I deserve panke or magre 

Of my lady, but trewly pe gre 

He hath beste deserved of pis turnement. 

The sothe I wole sey you, pough I be shent. 

A semelier ne more worpi coupe ye not fynde, 
Though ye sought hens into Ynde.” 

When Annulus hadde his tale tolde, 

Thes kynges * thought he was to boldc. 

All her ententes forto contrarie, 

And from her Iugement to make hem vary. 

But when Meliore herd pat he 
Nempned hir name, and seide pough she 
Were wrothe or paide, he wolde be trewe. 

More rody somwhat she wexe of hewe. 

“ Armulus,” she seide, “I wote pat ye 
My desyre had neuer so in chierte 
To leve a troupe and se[y] pe wronge, 

11909. kyngea] MS. knyghtes. 
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11896 


11900 


11904 


11908 


11912 


11916 
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1 Let here wede hym be oure assent. 

This fully my Iugement. 11901 

I not wheper I deserue thanke ore 

migre P leaf 92] 

Of my lady, but truly deere 

He h»the beste desemyde of pis tur- 
raeat. 11904 

The »the I witt sey, pough I be 
shent. 

A ijinlyere no-where con ye not 
fynde, 

Thougfi ye sought hens to Yende." 

II When Armelus hade his tale tolde, 


These kynges ponght he was bolde 

Att ber entent to contra rye, 

Ana fro pe Iugement make hem varye. 

But when Melyore herde pot he 11912 

Namyde here name and seyde pough 
she 

Were wrothe ore payde, ho wolde be 
trewe, 

More rody som-what she wcx of hewe. 

“Armelus,” she seyde, “I wot 
ye 11916 

My deseyre ye hade neuer so in charyte 

To leue a trouthe and sey a wronge. 
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Jjoughe ye hadde mag re or elles ponke. 

Ye were neu«r wonte to vuse gabbynge 11920 

in no xnatere forto do any plensyng 
Of what pereone, so euer he be. 

And I dare sey wele, as for me, 

Yite come neuer in myn entente 11924 

But ye shuld yeve trew Iugement. 

And so ye do, I dare sey truly. 

The troupe perof enquered haue I. 

What woman euer an housbonde take, 11928 

That man hit lorde she moete make, 

J)is is a thing pat euer is stable. 

Duryng her lyves it is not variable. 

Therfore a lady ought right wele be 11932 

A vised vnto what pereone pat she 

Shuld give hir body with hir honoure, [i«*r isij 

Of hir Garlande fairest is pnt floure. 

The ffrensshe I wote wele is [fu]H of bounte, 11936 
But vnarmed wolde I hy[m se]. 

And if I like wele his pcrsone, 

Then wote I what is to done: 


" A woman 
should bo 
careful In 
choosing a 
husband." 


8he will 
Drat see the 
Frenchman 
without his 
armour, 


11936-37. 77ic bracket* indicate hole in MS. 
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1 Thowe ye hadde magr . . . ellis thonk 
Ye were neuer wont t(o] [u]se gabbyng 
In no maner for to do [the] [ples]yng 
Of what pereone so euer [he] bef iloaf «j 
And Y dar say well as for me 
Yt come ueuer in myne entent 11924 
Bat ye shold geue true jugement 
And so ye do Y dar say truly 
The trouth therof enqueryd haue I 
What womman euer aid liusbond take 
That man hur lord She most make 
This is a thyng that euer is stable 
Duryng her lyues it is neuer variable 
Therfore a lady might ryght well be 
Avysed vnto what pereone that shee 
Shold geue hur body with hur honoure 
Of hur garland fayrest is that floure 
The ffrenshe y wote well ys ffulle of 
bonyt(e] 11936 

But vnarmed wold Y fayn see 
And yf Y lyke well hi[s pers]one 
Than wote Y what is to aoue 


Ravi. MS. 

Though he hade magre ore ettee thonke, 
Ye were neuer wont to vse gabynge 
In no maner to do plesynge 11921 
Of what peraone, so euer ne be. 

And I dare sey, as for me, 

Hit come neuer in myne entent 11924 
But ye shulde yeue true Iugement. 
And so ye do, I dare sey truly. 

The trouthe ]>er -of enquerede haue I. 
What euer woman) an hoebonde take, 
That man) her lorde she moste make, 
This is a thynge Jwt euer is stabitt. 
Durynge J>er lyves it is not varyabitt. 
Ther- for a lady ought right wett be 
Avysede to what persone hatshe 11933 
Shulde gyfe hir body wt'tA honoure, 

Of hir gerlonde feyreste is Jwt floure. 
The ffenche I wot wett is futt of l>onte. 

But vnarmede wolde I hem se. 

And vef I leke wett his persone, 

Then) wot I what is to done: [loafw.backj 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



472 


British Museum MS. 


and if she 
like* bis 
person she 
will marry 
him. 

Otherwise 
she will take 
the 8oltan. 


41 But why 
does not 
Cursolt sar 
something?” 


I wole be his, and he shati be myri), 

What euer ye deme, pis shaH be pe fyn). 
And if he be not to my pi easy re, 

The soudan to haue is my desire. 

He Beith pleynly for pe love of me 
He wole be cristened and all his colitre. 
Annulus,” she seide, “ I wote wele pat ye 
My desyre had neuer so in chierte 
To leve* a troupe and sey a wronge, 

For men wole sey ye lyve to longe. 

Armulus, to worshipp good hede take. 

And ye lordes all for Goddes sake, 

For ye shuH neuer fynde J>at I 
Fro worshipful! a-warde voyde truly. 

But Cursolote, I haue mych mervaile pat ye 
In pis mater so dull to be. 

What eu er they sey ye sey right nought, 
My worshipp lieth no-ping in your thought. 
As longe as pis turney did laste 
I herde you preise wonder faste 
O persone prisely amonge hem all, 

11948. MS. lese. 


11940 


11944 


11948 


11952 


11956 


11960 


BodL MS. Eng. Poet. C. 8. 

Y wyll be his and he shall be myne 
What euer ye deme ys a(oo]the the 

fyne 

And yf he be not to ray lesyre 
The Soudan to haue my desyre 11943 
And aayth playnly for the loue of me 
He wyll be crystned and all his contre 
Armulus she sayde Y wote well that ye 
My desyre had neuer so [in] chyerte 
To leue a trouth and say . . . brong 
Than myght men say y [lijved to long 
Armulus to my worship goode hede ye 
take 

And ye lordes all for Goddes sake 
ffor ye shall neuer fynd that Y 11952 
ffro worshipful] a wa[y avjoyde truly 
But Curaolot Y haue mo meruayle 
that ye 

Yn this mater so dulle be 11955 
Whateuer thay say ye say ryght nought 
My worship lyth nothyng in youre 
thought 

As long as this turnay dede last 

Y hera yow preyse wo. 


Rawl. MS. 

I witt be his, and he shaft be myne. 
What euer ye deme pis shall be pe 
fyne, 11941 

And yef he be not to my plesure, 

The soudan) to haue is my desyre. 

He seyth pleynly for the loue of me 
He witt be crystende and att his contre. 
Armelus,” she seyde, “ 1 wot Jx*t ye 
My deseyre hade neuer so in charyte 
To lene a trouthe and sey a wronge. 

Armelus, to worchipe good hede take, 

And ye lordes att for Goddes sake. 

For ye shutt neuer fynde )wt I 11952 
Fro worchipe avoyde o worde truly. 
Curslot, I haue merveit pat ye 

In pis mater sodutt be. 11955 

What euer pey sey ye sey nought, 

My worchipe lyth nothynge in your 
fought. 

As longe as pis turney dyde laste 
I herde you preyse wonder faste 
O persone presysely amonge hem att. 
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And now it someth pat he is fatt 
Oute of your prise. What may pis be t 
In soden chonge now falle are ye. 

But chongeth as often [as] ye liste, 11964 

Where I wole be I wote beste. 

But shame it were to you to varye 
From your behests or it contrarye. 

Wherfore I thinke not of aH pis yere 11968 

To make you vary for my prayer.”— 

“ Medame,” seide Cureolote pe kyng, 

4 ‘ The cause of my stiH sittyng 

Is to here and knowe Annulus reasons; 11972 

This is aH now myn enchesone. [leaf isi, back] 

For truly, as be myn avise, 

The ffrenshe is worpi to haue pe prise. 

For when we pe luges to-gedre were 11976 

A-bove in pe toure, for love ne fere 
We shutt not spare be oone assent 
But to gife a trew Iugement. 

Some of vs ben acorded fully 11980 

The soudan shuld haue you truly, 

And some holdeth now pe contrary, 


Curaolt 

excuse* 

himself. 


He still 
thinks 
tl*at the 
Frenchman 
it worthy 
to have 
the prise. 

In tne tower 
the lodges 
hold varioos 
opinions. 


Bodi. MS. Eng. Poet. C. 3. 


Yn todeyn chaunge now fall arye 
Bnt channgeth as often as Y lyst 11964 
Where Y wyll be Y wote best 
But shame it were you to vary 
From yonre behest or be contrarye 
Wherfore Y thenk not of all this yere 
To make you vary for my prayere 
Madam sayde Corsolot the kyng 
The cause of my stylle syttyng 
Ys to here and knowe Armulua resoun 
This is now all myn enchesoun 11973 
ffor truly as by myn aduyse 
The ffrenshe is worthy to haue the 
price 

For whanne we the j[ugg]es togeder 
where 11976 

Aboue in the toure for [lo]ue ne fere 
We ahull not spare by one assent 
Hut to geue a trewe jugement 
Somme of vs ben accorded fully 11980 
The Soudan ahold haue yow truly 
And somme holdeth now the contrarie 


Rawl. MS. 

No we it semyth pat he is fatt 11961 
Out of youre pryse. What may pis be ? 
In soden) change nowe are ye. 

But change as ofte as ye lyste, 11964 
Where I witt be I wot beste. 

Shame it is to you to varye 
Fro youre be-heste ore it to contrarye 
Where-for I thynke not of att pis yere 
To make you weir of my prayere.’’— 

“ Madam),” seyde Counlot pe kynge, 

“ The cause of my stett settvnge 
Ys to here of Armelus reson); 11972 

This is nowe myne encheson). 

For truly, as be myne avyae, 

The frenche is worthy to haue pe 
pryse. 

For when) pe Iugges to-geder were, 11976 

Aboue in pe toure, for loue ne fere 
We shatt not spare be on assent 
But to gyfe true Iugement. 
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If the Queen 

examines 

them 

separately 
in the tower, 
she will 
know the 
truth. 


Let the 
two knights 
direst 
themselves 
of their 
armour: 
her eve will 
then Judge. 

Melior 
approves 
of this 
proposal. 


Jjerfore in Iugement we do vary. 

But, medame, wole ye do wisely, 

Examyneth hem now a-sondxy, 

And J»t in*to )>e toure ye gone. 

And sendeth after vb one be one, 

And charge euery man be his fay 
pat he to you oweth, and lete hym say 
Pleynly to you aH his entent 
How they wole gife her Iugement, 

And that they not spare for love ne drede 
Ne for grete prefers of mede, 

J>an shall ye wete of hem prively 
That they spare now to sey openly. 

And commaundeth hem bo^e two 
That vnarme hem faste thei do, 

]7en shuH ye knowe wele be sight 
Which is pe semelier knyght. 

And lete your Eye your luge be.”— 

“ Ye sey J>e beste, for God,” seith she. 

M He ought wele lyke me be reasone and skiH 
That shuld haue my body and good at wiH. 
And Jwrfore what some euer ye deme, 

I ame your lady and your queen), 

My choice tieth in |>e semelyhede of []>e] two ; 
The kynges in no wise may varry here-fro. 

To whome my herte can beste acorde, 

Hym wiH I chese to be my lorde. 

The kynges may not gretely mervnyled be, 


11984 


11988 


11992 


1199G 


12000 


12004 


12008 
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Wherfore yn jugement we do vary 
But Madam wyll ye do wysleye 11984 
Exameneth hem now a sondry 
And that into the tonre ayen ye 
gone 

And sendeth after ns by one and one 
And charge euery man by her fay 
That he to you oweth and lete hem 
say 11989 

Playnly to you all his entent 
How thay will gene her jugement 
And that thay not s[ees]e for lone ne 
drede 11992 

Ne for no grete profers [ne] mede 


Tlianne shulle ye wex of hem privelyo 
That thay spore now to say oponly 
And commaundeth hem both two 
And vnarme them saf[ely] thay do 
Than shall ye know well by syght 
Wheche is the semlier knyght 
And lete youre ey youre juge be 12000 
Ye sey the best for God sayde she 
He ought well lyke me by resoun and 
skyle 

That shold haue my body and goode 
at wyll 12003 

[The] kynges may not [then] a mer- 
vay led be 
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[leaf 152] 


Jjough I chese hym J»t liketh me.” 

And herwith-att commaundeth she 
J)es lordes vnarmed faste to be. 

The soudan vnarmed hy[m] in haste, 

And riche clo|>es on h[ym do]J>e caste. 

A sercle of gold full of pr[ecio]us stones 
On his hedde he hadde, £at no-where oon is * 
Richer ne fay re re to any mannes sight. 

He was a passyng semely knyght. 

Now is he come be-fore }>e queen). 

AH }e hym preise )»t hym sene, 

And seide pleynly J»t conquered hath he 
Of all pis tur[ne]mente J>e prise and gre. 

The kynges hym preise wonder faste. 

)>e dome to gyve thei made grete haste, 

And seide : “ What shuld we longer tarye 1 
Oure Iugement can no man contrarie." 

Soone after cometh Partonope 
Amonge )>e8 prese, and bnt esely is he 
Arraied, as for [to] speke of closing, 

Save as he had grete eace of oo ]>ing : 

She pat was lady of J>at place, 

He hoped wele to stonde in hir grace. 

His baste frende save she was Gaudyn. 

A kyrtett of Skarlete he had on fync. 


12012 


12016 


12020 


12024 


12028 


12032 


The Sultan 
disarms 
himself 
and puts 
on rich 
garments. 


All admire 
him and 
declare that 
he has won 
the prise. 


Partonope 
has only 
plain 
clothes. 


12014-16. The brackets indicate hole in MS. 
12017. oon is] MS. ones. 
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[If] we Y chese hym that best lyketh 
me 12011 

[An]d herwythall commaundeth she 
[The)ae loraes unarmed fast to be 
The Soudan manned hym in hast 
And iyche clothes on hym doth cast 
[A] oerkfe of gold full of precius stonys 
[On] his hea he hadde that no where 
theris 12017 

[A r]yccher ne fTeyrer to any mannes 
syght 

[He] was a passyng semly knyght 
[N]ow ys he come before the qaene 
[ A1J1 tho hym prayse that hym seen 
[An]d sayde playnly that conquered 
hath he 12022 


[Of] all this tenements [the] price and 
vree 

[The] kyngis hym praysed wonder fast 
[His] dome to geue thsy made grete 
hast 12025 

[They] sayde what shuld we longer tary 
[Our] jugement conne no man con- 
trarye 

[S]one after cometh ynne Partanope 
Among the prees.. and but esely is he 
[Arralyde as to spoke of clothyng 
. . e hadde grete e . of o thyng 12031 
[She] that was lady of [the] place 
[He] hoped well to stood in nur grace 
. . best frynd saue and he was Gaudyn 
[A ki]rtell of scarlet he hadde on fyne 
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Gaudln 
1ie)p« him 
to dresa. 


StaudiDc 

before hu 
laily 


he changes 
colour. 


A-bove he was gyrde with a gyrdiH, 12036 

Wele hameised with golde aboute his mediH. 

A-bove pat he had vpon a mantiB 

With dyuers bastes embrowded fuB weH 

Of golde of Sipres and eke of Venyse. 12040 

Of his clothing more to devise 

It nedeth not say, aB pat wete we 

)>at oute of prisone straight comep lie 

To pis tarney worahipp to wynne. 12044 

He founde pare nape? 1 frendship ne kynno 

Hym to rafresshe in any degre, 

Save only Gandyn, with hem mette he 

Throw Goddes grace vpon pe way, 12048 

And he hym eloped in such aray 

As for hym-8elf he had pare. 

It was but of pe homely man are. [Wi»», back 

But what pat euer his aray be 12052 

Be-fore his lady now stonte he 
And Gaudyn to-gedere honde in honde. 

But when he hadde a while stonde 

AB vnarmed his lady to se, 12056 

FuB gretely a-basshed po waxe he, 

Seyng his souereyn lady there. 

That a-fore had made hym grate chere 

With aB herte, body, and myglit, 12060 

And he as an vntrew knyght 

Had hir deceyved and broke hir suerte. 

In suche despoynte po stode he, 

That ofte pe coloure in his face 12064 


Bvdl. MS. Eng. Poet. C. 3.. 


[Then]ne he was gyrd wyth a gyrdell 
[Wi]th dyuerce bestes embrndered full 
well 

[Of] Gold and of Cipre and eke of 
Venyse 12040 

[Of] his clothyng more to devyse 
[I] nede not to say all that wete wee 
[Th]at onte of pnson straight cometh 
he 

[In] this turney worachip to wynne 
[He] fond there neythcr [fr]enship ne 
kynne 12045 

[H]nn to refresshc in any degree 
[Sapie only Gaudyn with hym met hee 


[Tjhurwe Goddes grace [by] the way 
[A}nd he hym clothe yn suche aray 
• • • • • 

All vnarmed his .... 12056 

Full gretely abasshed tho waxt he 
Seyng his souerayne lady there 
That affore hadde made hym goode 
chere 

Wyth all hert body and myglit 12060 
And he as an vntrewe knyght 
Hadde hur deceyued ana how hur 
suerte 

Yn such disteynt tho stode he 
That oft the coloure in his face 12064 
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Waxe suddenly rede for fere of liir grace 
He had for euer offended so highely, 

That his rosy colour paled sodenly. 

Thus in grete fere stonte Partonope. 

Of thousandes of peple be-holden is he, 

And eiche man seide as hem liste. 

But aH they conclude pe semeliest 
Of po two persons certeyn was he, 

Wh erf ore pe kynges pe prise and degre 
Hym yove fully be oone assent, 

And made ende of her Iugement. 

Of po lordee pat loved pe soudan 
Contraried pe Iugement not oo man, 

And aH pe peple cried be oone assent: 

“ This is no we a trew Iugement.” 

Armulus de Marbury vp an oone stode, 

And seide the Iugement was right good. 

To pe kynges he seide : “ Sires, what sey ye t ” 
Thei hym answerd and seide: “ We be 
To pis Iugement acorded fuH playnly, 

If it be pleasaunt vnto my lady.” 

And as I trowe and dare sey truly, 

Ayeinste Meliore his herte it yode not gretely. 
For though gretely trespassed hath he, 

Hir herte was fuH of mercy and pite. 


To Annulus yite seide she po : 


(leaf 153) 


“ Myn owne choise ye haue put me fro. 


12068 


12072 


12076 


12080 


12084 


12088 


Partonope 
looks better 
than the 
Saltan, 


ami the 
kings 

anan niously 

r e to give 
I'riie 
tO hilU. 


Sraoal Is 
content 


Mel lor feigns 
to prefer 
the Sultan. 
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Was sodenly reede for she of hur grace 
He hadde for euer offended so lieyly 
That his rose colours paled sodenly 
Thus in grete fere stont Partonope 
Of thousandes of peple behold ys he 
And eche man sayde as hem lyst 
But all thay conclude the semlyest 
Of the two persones sertayne was he 
Wherfore the kyngs the pryce and the 
gree 12073 

Hym yeue fully by one assent 
And made end of her jugement 
Of the lordes that loned the Soudan 
Contraried the jugement not o man 
And all the peple cryed by one assent 
This is now a trewe jugement 


Annulus de Marbury vp an one 
stode 12080 

And sayd the jugement was ryght 
goode 

To the kyngs he sayde Syrs what say 
7 « 

Thay hym aunswered and sayde we be 
To this jugement accorded full playnly 
Yf it be plesaunt vnto my lady 12085 
And as Y trowe and dar say truly 
Ayenst Meliore is hert it yede not 
gretly 

For thowe gretly trespast hadde he 
Hur hert was full [of] mercy and pyte 
To Armulus yet sayde she thoo 12090 
il yue owne Choyse ye haue put me froo 
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Bmoul 
protect* 
that the 
award 
la just. 


Mellor 

diasemblaa 

h«Joy. 


The 8a) tan 
is stunned 
with grief. 


He departs, 

meditating 

vengeance. 


Partono)*e 
is happy ; 


For my will was to liaue had ]>e Soudan. 12092 

Ye haue yove me to ano per m[an].”— 

“ Medame,” seide Armulus, “ for lo[ve n]e drede, 

Ne plesaunce of you, so God me sp[e]de, 

We haue at ^is tyme yove )>e degre. 12096 

For only beste deserved it hath he.” 

Lo, £ia lady in herte was gladde 
Of hir Iugement; yite she made 

As though she had no deynte 12100 

That to hir was Iuged Partonope. 

And yite if thei chose ano^ere, 

She had leaer be raunsoned for many a fopero 

Of golde, )>en to haue loste Partonope so. 12104 

Thus wele and better can ladies do. 

Therfore I counseylle now euery lovere 

To his souereyn lady so truly hym bere, 

))at he may vrorthely of hir aske grace. 12108 

For )>ough it happe hym in some place 

Of hir to be answenl full lightly, 

Yite loke he hir serve perseverantly. 

For in longe service it may happe )>at she 12112 

Wolde shew hym of hir benignyte. 

Now lete vs speke of pis Soudan, 

That stonte still as a mased man, 

Carefuti, pensife, and hevy of chere, 12116 

That chonged clene is aU his manere, 

Loste for euer is * his plesaunce, 

Wherfore be pinketh hie vengeaunce.* 

To take on homward turned is he, 12120 

With aH his oete into his contre. 

Thus fuH of care departeth )»e Soudan. 

And Partonope abideth as a glad man, 

And Cursolote by )>e hande anone hym taketh, 12124 

And of hym to Meliore a present maketh. 

12093-95. The brackets indicate hole in MS. 

12118. is] MS. as. 

12119-20 are inverted in MS. 


Bodl. MS. Eng. Poet. C. 3. 

[ Myl wyll was to haue hadde ye Soudan . . Anna'os . . love ne drede 

[Ye h]ane geve me to another naan • • • • • 
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Wherof so glad and IoyfuR is she, 

That to-gedre in armes clasped thei be, 

And kyaseand talke and make good chore, 12128 

And is for-yete pat done is feme yere. 

Behersed is no-ping, but aR gladnesse. [i«r i&s, i«ck] 

The hertes pat a-fore were in distresse, 

Be now at large and oute of prison[e]: 12132 

Ioy is come, paide is pe Raunsone. 

For Partonope hap now aR his d[es]yre. 

And aR ping pat may be to his plesyre 
To hym ayeinward now dope she. 

J)us in endlesse blisse baped thei be, 

The good hertes of pes lovers two. 

Ya, who can teR po Ioies now* 

That they bene In 1 forsope not I. 

But pe sorowe and pe care fuH truly 
That longeth to love, pat can I teR. 

Thei are in heven, and now I in heH. 

Now lete vs teR of Partonope 
And of his lady, pat to-gedre be 
In Ioy and welthe with plesaunce. 

Now hath Partonope cause to daunce. 

For into a chambre now is he ladde, 

And in riche elopes fuR wele y-cladde. 

The day of manage in haste is sette, 

To chirche royally pei be bope fette. 

A patriarchs dope the solempnyte; 

Knytte in wedloke to-gedre thei be. 

Of manage no lenger wole thei abide, 

For longe abidden hath he pat tide. 

The patriarche, witb-oute any more lete, 12156 

On eiper of her hedes a crowne he sette 
Of golde, fuR riche of stones and perrie. 

And pus hath now Partonope 

Beceyued pe dignyte of a kyng. 12160 

Lo, what it is to be true in lovyng. 

He is a kyng, and she also a queen), 

Knytte to-gedre in Goddes lawe they ben). 

12132,12134. The brackets indicate hole in MS. 

12139. )x> Ioies now] MS. now Joies who. 


12136 


12140 


12144 


12148 


12152 


*il sorrow 
is forgotten. 


The two 
lovers are 
in heaven, 
but the Poet 
is in helL 


A patriarch 

marries 

them. 
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The wedding 
fertilities 


are splendid. 


The Pott 
refrains from 
describing 
the happi¬ 
ness or the 
lorera. 


Many trompe now dope per sowne, 

Also takefch vp many a claryoun). 

Pipes and makers so many assemble, 

As though all pe worlde shuld tremble. 

The feste is holde full royally, 

And also served they be stately, 

As suche pereones oweth to be. imi 
O f mete pere l&keth no deynte. 

It nedeth not to make reheresynges 
Of pe names pat ben pe[r] of kynges, 

Ne of dukes, Erlea, n[e of barojnny, 

Ne of pe nombre of grete ch[i]valry, 

Of patriarkes and Erchbisshoppes also. 

I lete bisshoppes, abbotes, and priours go. 
What nedeth it to speke of trechetouro t 
Of her nyse playes or of gestours, 

Or of chauntoure pe grete maistera, 

Or of herawdes, rebawdes, or wyne tasters t 
But lete us tell, when pe feste was do, 

How pes hote lovers to chamber go, 

And after how they ben brought to bedde, 
And how pat nyght her life they ledde, 
And in what Ioy then they be. 

But pis may not be declared for me, 

Ne what her Ioy was, ne her delite. 

For I was neuer yite in pat plite. 

But in bye plesaunce I lete hem be, 

And pray to God of love pat he 
His seruaunte departs so of bis grace, 

That they may stonde in pe same case 
In which faire Melior and her love hath be. 
And pus Endeth pe Romans of Partonope. 


12164 


12168 


12172 


12176 


12180 


12184 


12188 


12192 


12173-75. Hole in MS. Conjectural letters in brackets. 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 


^artonope of $)lois. 

[Fragment of a shorter version.] 


Whilum ther was a noble kynge, 

That wa8 dowghtty holden in dede. 

Atte iostys and atte tumementtynge 
Hee bare hym weelle upon a atede. 

He was curtey8 in alle thynge, 

And whit lewte his land dede leede. 

He hadde thanne two dowghttris yinge, 
That frely fayre thay were for [alle] ateede. 
They were the feyreste maydenis two 
That evere men knewe on any ayde. 

Here Moder, thee quene, deyde hem fro, 
That louely was of hewe and hyde. 

Melior was thee Eldere maydenya name, 
That wonder fayire was on to see, 

And as a wyght raoost worthily in wane. 
Vrake was kleped here suster free. 

Melior was wyght as whalis boon, 

WitA Rode as Reed as Rose is of hewe. 

Soo fayir a foede men myghtte fynde noon, 
Thorghw alle thee worlde to remewe. 
Thorghw alle thee worlde to wende, 

Scholde men fynde noon so fayir. 

Here fader the king, Carteyia and heende, 
Made mayde Melior his ayir. 

That goodly Mayde gay under gore, 

That was so bryght and holde of here blee. 
Hendely was she sette to lore. 

As lawe wdlde of that cuntree. 

All bare whanne hiere vesage wore, 

A swettere thyng myghtte noman see. ' 

In a twelue-Monethe sche lemed more 
Thanne other Clerkys dede in yerys three. 
So weelle lemede that Mayden gent, 
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and the 
knew magic 
art*. 


At the 
death of her 
father the 
became 

J tieen of 
»e country. 


In order 
to And a 
huebend 
ehe sent 
messenger* 
through all 
kingdoms. 

At lest 
they found 
a young nun 
of noble 
birth. 


nephew of 
the king of 
France, 
and accom¬ 
plished in 
everything. 


His 

name was 

Partonope 
of Blois. 

The 

messengers 
returned 
home and 
reported 
what they 
had seen. 


That fayir was as flowr on hille, 

That sche cowthe with a chauntement 

Worche alle thyng to hiere owns wille. 36 

Wyght as swan sche hadde the swire, 

That swete and swathel was to be-holde. 

As lelye leef sche hadde the lyire, 

Bryght browys, fayre bent and bolde, 40 

Hiere beer fyerde as droht gold wyire, 

That louely was to feele and foolde. 

Whanne sche was tiffed in hiere attire, 

Man knewen noon swych atte will to lioldo. 44 

[They of hiere] will were [fully at oo], 

That were so fayr and ire t[hat stonde]. 

Whanne hiere fader dyde [hem fro], 

Thanne was she quene of that londe. 48 

[Sche] that was fayir of fote and honde, 

[And so] Riche a quene of [goodly chere], 

[Thanne] hadde sche nede of a good liousbande. 
[Therefore sche sente] bothe feer and nere, 52 

Thorghw alle Reawmid sche sente hiere sonde 
To loke who best myghtte * been here pere. 

And atte the laste a chyilde they fonde 
That of vysage was fayir and klere. 56 

Hee was fayir in alle thynge [• ms. btmt myghtte beet j 

And awiche dowghtty wttA spere and lawnce, 

And cosyn was to thee Riche kynge 

That atte that tyme was kyng of Frawnce. 60 

Hee was so goodly a creature 

That to liym every man yaf voyis. 

That was seyen iu halle and bowre 

Over all othere he hadde thee choyis. 64 

He was ryght stif in every stowr, 

WitA-owten host or other greet noyse. 

Hee was wyght as is the lylie flowr. 

His name was Pertinope de Bloys. 68 

Thee Messageris thanne wenten hoom. 

And tolden the Mayden this tidynge 
Soo fayr a chyild sawe they never noon : 

Hee is Eerl of Bloys and co 3 yn to the kynge. 72 

Thanne this Mayde so bryght of blee 
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In hertte that worde eone sche hentte, 

And thowghtte the chjild hiere-self to see 
Fulle sone wt'tA here enchawnttemente. 
Previly hiere greythis that bryght of blee. 
In-to thee Reawme of Frawnce sche wente, 
And sone com unto the selue Citee 
Theer this gentell chyild was lente. 

Sche dwellede theer to see this chyild 
That soe dowhtty was of his dede, 

Whittere thanne is the flowr in feyld; 

Sche sawe nevere noon of his fayrhede. 

A while this lady dwellede thare. 

Thee chyild hiere lykede oftetymes to sene, 
Best to asspye what his condicionys ware. 
For they were bo the goode and klene. 

So fayire a chyild she sawe neuere are : 

His colour was so bryght and schene. 
Thanne home ayen gan she to fare, 

But noman ne wyste where she hadde bene. 

All hiere loue on bym was lente 
That was as wyght as whalis boone. 

She thowghtte whit her enchauntement 
To haue that worthy under wone. 

Afterward it fell uppon a day 
Thee kyng on huntynge he wolde ryde 
With horn and howndys for to play. 
Pertinope wentte by his syde. 

Thorghw enchauntement of that may 
They Reysede an hart with hornis wyde. 
Thee chyild gan folwe faste on his way, 

Till that he come to thee see-syde. 

So feer he folwede after that deer, 

As the Romaw[n]ce serteynly sayis, 

That horn no hownd myghte hee noon here, 
But entrede Ryght in-to Ardenays. 

Ardeneys was * a wyilde forest, 

That no man durste huntte thare 

For liowns, liberdys, and other wylde beestis 

That grywly were in holtis hare. 

109. was twice. 
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A ship 
•alls op, 


and Par- 
tonope goes 
on board. 

His boras 
and dogs 
are also 
embarked. 

A more 
splendid 
ship coo Id 
not be 
Imsglned. 


No living 
creature la 
to be seen. 


Afraid ot 
the devil, 
Partonope 

S rays Ood 
> protect 
him. 


Dragounys dredfully drowen of Reste 
And made this chyild aferde fulle sore. 

And thanne to God up his hertte bee caste. 

Hee seyde: u Ihesu, Mercy thyine Oore! 

Ne lete me nevere here to been shent, 

As thow suffredst woundys wyde.” 

Thanne thorghw thee Maydenys enchauntement 
A schip come seilynge hym faste be-syde. 

Thee chyild a-feerd was under bowgh. 

Noo man thorte hym ther-offe wyte ; 

For dragoun owt of here dennys they drogh, 

And made thee chyild haue sorwe in syghtte. 
Thee schip come seilynge faste j-nowgh, 

And atte a banke it longe gan to a-byde. 

Thee chyild thanne wendis in-to that schowgh ; 
It was covered with samyte that tyde. 

His hors, his howndes to hym were browght. 
But • hee ne wiste in what manere. 

Soo fayire a vesselle that schip him thowght, 
Hee hadde seen noon that myghtte be the peere. 
Thee chyild stode thee schip with-inne, 

And it avaled froo thee banke with-owte dowte. 
Thee sayil to thee Mast-top sone gan wynne. 

By thanne hee sawe no man hym a-bowte. 
Bryght as gold thanne gane hit brenne, 

With stonys that weren Riche and stowte. 
Afeerdnesse than in his herte gan renne. 

For of thee devell hee hadde great dowte. 

Greet dowte hee hadde of a cwilbereaunce, 


And besowghtte to God with herte free 
To schilde and saue hym from meschaunce, 

For hee ne sawe nowt but thee wyilde see. 
Thanne thorghw hiere enchauntementis Ryght 
Thee schip was alle gooldly by-goone. 

As gold a-bowte hit gleterede bryght 
And sette with manye a Rialle stone. 

His herte to God hee haf up on heyghte, 

Pray in ge hym to saue hym blood and boone, 
And blessede hym well with alle his myghtc, 

130. but ttciee, 
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And eve re to owre makynge his mone. 

His moone hee made w»tA hertte and honde. 
Thee gentill chyild that was so free, 

Hee saylede owt ouer the stronde, 

And so hee arrynede atte a fayr Citee. 

Uppon the lond whnnne hee was lente, 

Owt of the schip he made hym bowne. 

His hors, his howndys up he hem hente. 

Hee sawe neuere eere so fayir & towne. 

Thanne there dwellede thee Mayden gent 
In a Castell of greet renown. 

Theder the way witterly hee went, 

And in that place he lyghtte a-down. 

Whanne this gentel chyild was arlyght, 

His hors, his howndys were taken him froo, 
And yit saw hee noon erthely man with syght. 
Thanne thowghtte hym wonder it sholde be soo. 
Ryght evene to the hall hee hym spedde, 

This curteys chyild dowghtty and sley. 

The boord was sette, the kloht was spredde. 
Hym hungrede sore and drowe hym ney ; 

In styf travaile hee hadde been stadde. 

Hee wychs and wentte to benche on hey. 

Of Riche metis thanne was hee fedde 
And yit no man sawe hee with Eey. 

Wt'tA Eeye saw hee [naught plejsyng more 
In alle thee kyngis loDd of Frawnce. 

But evere in hertte [was hee] a-ferd sore 
For dowte of [thee fendys enjcvmbrawnce. 


"Whanne the chyilde [.], 

Thee cvmly cloth [.]. 

Towailys wyghtte as chalk [.] 


By-fore hym were spred fulle good and [ . . ]. 
Basyn and lauere was browght hym tille, 

Sette with manye a Ryche stoone 
To serve thee semely chyild in halle. 

But man no womman sawe he noone. 

Hee ne sawe no man that was by, 

But basyns, lavouris abowte gunne glide, 

As it were atte a greet MaDgerie 
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He eata 
and drink*. 


AftarwanU 
be is led 
to bed by 
torchlight. 


He is 
undressed, 


and the 
torches 
disappear. 


The lad? 
soon Joins 
him. 


8he orders 
him to lease 
the bed. 


He begs her 
to base pitj 
on him, 


WttA fayir semblawnt on every a syde. 192 - 

All thys queintise theer was done 
Thorghwe thee Maydenis Enchauntement. 

Spicw theer comen wt'tA that Ryght sone, 

In chargeowria of golde abowte they went. 196 

Wyin after thanne drank hee sone. 

Thanne biemys bourdys of trestelys hent. 

To God thee chyild ay bade his bone 

To saue hym froo thee fendys cvmberment. 200’ 

As that day thus was he fedde 

With feyir serviae atte his wille. 

Atte Eeven whanne he sholde go to bedde, 

Hee was browght a fayir chavmber tille. 204 

This gentil chyilde Pertinope 

Into a Chavmber was hee * gone. [• vs. «u bee »u.] 
Ryght greete torchys uppon to see 
By-fore hym were lyght fulle good wone. 

Hee fonde a bed of a Riche blee 
With clothis of golde alle by-gone. 

A-down thanne sat that chyild so free, 

And his array was taken of anone. 

Thee Chavmber was peynted full Rially 
Of Bataylis that were full gay and stowte. 

The chyild to bedde thanne gan heye. 

The torchis sone were doon owte. 

Also sone as hee missede the lyght, 

That the torchis awey were hentte, 

His hertte to God he lefte up Ryght, 

And made his prayeris witA good entente. 

[He] blessede hym witA alle his myght 
[And] sone thanne come that lady gent. 

[Sche] of hiere Robis [was sone] vndyght. 

[Streyght] unto that bed sche went 
[And into] bod whanne she was greythed, 

[Thanne] of hiere speche gan sche [on hey]the, 

[And saide]: “Thow that thus here art beded, 

[Arise and] voyde my chavmber swythe 1 ” 228- 

Thanne saide hee : “ Lady, haue mercy on mee 
For thee loue of Ihesu curteys and kynde. 

For I am sted in a stravnge cuntree. 
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That I ne woot wheder to wende.” 232 

Thee gentelle chyild Pertinope, 

Sone bee neghede thanne that lady hende. 

In Arme8 hee klipte that womman free. 

Softe as selk hee gan hiere fynde. 236 

And hee was bothe soft and swete 
In Armes bothe to fele and foolde. 

Of loue longynge hee wolde nowt lete, 

But wrovghtte his will with the byerde boolde. 240 
Whanne he hadde his [will] so wrovght, 

Thanne spake to hym that lady gente : 

“ Pertinope, myscvmforte thee nowght.” 

And with loue in Armes sche hym hente, 244 

And sey[dc] : “ Fro Fravnce I haue thee browghtte 
Thorghw crafte of myne enchawntemente. 

Loke that thow bee stable of thowghtte, 

For alle my loue is on thee lente. 248 

Hollyche my loue is lent on thee 
As for thee worthieste vnder wede. 

But for alle thee gold in Christiantee 
I ne wolde not ellya haue doon that dede. 252 

Thow art comen of thee genteleste blood 
That in this world men knewen here byfore, 

Of thee king of Frawnce fayr and good, 

And * also of thee kyeude of sire Ectore. 256 

And fore-thy my love so on the stood, 

That me longede to thee Byght sore. 

Now welcome be thow, frely foode, 

And worchen thow shalt after my lore. 260 

Yif that thow yeme me for to see 

Of all this twelue-Monthe ayenst my will, 

Thanne fordoost thow bothe thee a mee.* 

For-thy bee trewe and holde thee stille. 264 

Yif thow wolt * doo as I thee say 
And hele weett owre prevytee, 

Gled shalt * thow have thee wtt/t to play 

I-nowgli to wende thorghw eche cuntree. 268 

The kyng of Frawnce that most doo May 

256. and twice. 263. Foxb. ed. amee. 

265. Fact, apparently woft. 267. Fact. Gled or Glad ; shaft ? 


and soon 
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When they 

arise in the 

rooming. 

Gendin 

encourages 

Partonope 

to light well, 


Otherwise 
his labour 
is lost. 


Gendin will 
help him. 


Having 
heard mass 
they ride to 
the field. 


The old duke 

notices 

them. 

The king 
of France 
arrays the 
outer party. 


Ne shall nowt haue so greet plentee. 

Thyself art stalworth stowt man and gay, 
And bataylis shalt thow seche and see. 
Whanne thow thenkyst thow woldest haue 
Gold ovther seluyr for to spende, 

Of noman I ne wole that thow it crave. 
Inowgh with queyntise I wole thee sende.” 

In thee morwe whanne they aRoos, 

Thee knyght toke his armys bym till. 
Pertinope seyde hee wery was, 

And Gaudyn seyde: “ For shame, bee still. 
But thow bee dowghtty now this day, 

All is nowt worht as thow weeH woost. 

Be re thee weeH now in thys turnay, 

Ore ellys thy longc travailo is lost. 

Thee sowdan thenkyht to haue that may 
Whit his Richesse and his greet boost, 

Forto bee whit hiere bothe nyght and day, 
And lord and syre of aH that coost. 

Loke now that thow bee dowghtty in dede, 
For thow shalt haue greet helpe of mee. 

For whanne that thow art wery in thy wede, 
Thenk vppon thy lady free.” 

But whanne thys lordys hadde herd masse, 
They assembled were alle by-dene. 

Lyteit and mekyii, more and lasse, 

All they weren apparayled clene. 

Thanne come there knyghttis twoo 
A Bofte paas fram thee foreste Ryde. 

The Oolde dewk to his felawys seyde thoo: 

“ Now come my children that wole abyde.” 
The kyng of Frawnce was man dowghtty, 
Amongis his folkys theer hee Roode 
And arrayde thee vtter partye 
Whit theyre baneris bryghtte and broode. 
Theer was noyse of Menstralcye, 

Trwumpys, tabowris and nakemis made. 
Theerwhit they casten vp a lowd crye. 

Thee folk they ioynede, for heyghe they hade. 

End of Fragment. 
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The Early English Text Society was atnrted by the late Dr.Furnivall in 1864 
for the purpose of bringing the mass of Old English Literature within the reach of the 
ordinary student, and of wiping away the reproach under which England had long 
rested, of having felt little interest in the monuments of her early language and life. 

On the starting of the Sooiety, so many Texts of importance were at once token in 
hand by its Editors, that it became necessary in 1867 to open, besides the Original 
Series with which the Society began, an Extra Series which should be mainly devoted 
to fresh editions of all that is most valuable in printed MSS. and Caxton's and other 
black-letter books, though first editions of MSS. will not be excluded when the con¬ 
venience of issuing them demands their inclusion in the Extra Series. 

During the forty-eight years of the Society’s existence, it has produced, with 
whatever shortcomings, and at a cost of over £30,000, an amount of good solid work 
for which nil students of our Language, and some of our Literature, must be grateful, 
and which has rendered possible the beginnings (at least) of proper Histories and 
Dictionaries of that Language and Literature, and has illustrated the thoughts, the 
life, the manners and customs of our forefathers and foremothers. 

But the Society’s experience has shown the very small number of those inheritors 
of the speech of Cynewulf, Chaucer, and Shakspere, who care two guineas a year for 
the records of that speech. ‘ Let the dead past bury its dend ’ is still the cry of Great 
Britain and her Colonies, and of America, in the matter of language. The Society has 
never had money enough to produce the Texts that could easily have been got ready 
for it; and many Editors are now nnxious to send to press the work they have pre¬ 
pared. The necessity has therefore arisen for trying to increase the number of the 
Society’s members, and to induce its well-wishers to help it by gifts of money, either 
in one sum or by instalments. The Committee trust that every Member will bring 
before his or her friends and acquaintances the Society’s claims for liberal support 
Until all Early English MSS. are printed, no proper History of our Language or Social 
Life is possible. 

The Subscription to the Society, which constitutes membership, is £1 Is. a year 
for the Original Series, and £1 1*. for the Extra Series, due in advance on the 1st of 
January, and should be paid by Cheque, Postal Order, or Money-Order, crost 1 Union 
of London and Smiths Bank,’ to the Hon. Secretary, W. A. Dalziel, Esq., 67, Victoria 
Road, Finsbury Park, London, N. Members who want their Texts posted to them 
must add to their prepaid Subscriptions Is. for the Original Series, and Is. for the 
Extra Series, yearly. The Society’s Texts are also sold separately at the prices put 
after them in the Lists; but Members can get back-Texts at one-third less than the 
List-prices by sending the cash for them in advance to the Hon. Secretary. 
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Original and Extra Series Books, 1909 - 1911 . 

The Society intends to complete, as soon as its fauds will allow, the Repriuts of its 
out-of-print Texts of the year 1866, and also of nos. 20, 26, and 33. Dr. Otto Glauning has 
undertaken Seinte Marherete; and Halt Meidenhad is in type. As the cost of these 
Reprints, if they were not needed, would have been devoted to fresh Texts, the Reprints 
will be sent to all Members in lieu of such Texts. Though called ‘ Reprints,' these nooks 
arc new editions, generally with valuable additions, a fact not notist by a few careless 
receivers of them, who have complaind that they already had the volumes. 

November 1911. A gratifying gift is to be made to the Society. The American owner 
of the unique MS. of the Works of John Metham—whose Romance of Amoryns and Cleopas 
was sketcht by Dr. Fumivall in his new edition of Political, Religious and Love Poems, 
No. 15 in the Society’s Original Series—has promist to give the Society an edition of his 
MS. prepared by Dr. Hardin Craig of Princeton, and it will be issued next year as No. 132 
of the Original Series. The giver hopes that his example may be followd by other folk, as 
the support hitherto given to the Society is so far below that which it deserves. 

The Origiual Series Texts for 1909 were No. 137, the Twelfth-Century Homilies in 
MS. Bodley 343, edited by Prof. A. 0. Belfour, M.A., Part I, the Text; and No. 138, the 
Coventry Lett Book, Part III, edited by Miss M. Dormer Harris, completing the original 
text of the Book. 

The Original Series Texts for 1910 were No. 139, John Ardene’s Treatises on Fistula 
in Ano, dec., edited by D’Arcy Power, M.D., englisht about 1425 from the Latiu of about 
1380 a.d. ; No. 140, Capgrave’s Lives of St. Augustine and St. Gilbert of Sempringham, 
A.D. 1451, edited by J. J. Munro. 

The Original Series Texts for 1911 were. No. 141, Earth upon Earth, all the known 
texts, edited bv Miss Hilda Murray, M.A.; No. 142, The Enalish Register of Godstow 
Nursery, Part III, containing Forewords, Grammar Notes and Indexes, edited by Dr. 
Andrew Clark ; and No. 143, The Wars of Alexander, edited from the Thornton MS. by 
J. S. Westlake, M.A. (still at press). 

The Toxts for future years will be chosen from Part III of The Brut; Part III of the 
Alphabet of Tales, edited by Mrs. M. M. Banks; Part 11 of the English Register of Oseney 
Abbey, edited by the Rev. Dr. Andrew Clark; Part II of Prof. Belfonr’s Twelfth Century 
Homilies; and Part IV of Miss Dormer Harris’s Coventry Leet Book. Later Texts will be 
Part III of Robert of Brunne’s Handlyng Synne, with a Glossary of Wm. of Wadington’s 
French words in his Manuel des Pcchiez, and comments on them, by Mr. Dickson Brown ; 
Part II of the Exeter Book —Anglo-Saxon Poems from the unique MS. in Exeter Cathedral— 
re-edited by Israel Gollancz, Litt. D. ; Part II of Prof. Dr. Holthausen’s Vices and Virtues ; 
Part II of Jacob's Well, edited by Dr. Braudeis; the Alliterative Siege of Jerusalem, edited 
by the late Prof. Dr. E. Kolbing and Prof. Dr. Kaluza ; an Introduction and Glossary to the 
Minor Poems of the Vernon MS. by H. Hartley, M. A.; Alain Chartier’s Quadrilogue, edited 
from the unique MS. Univ. Coll. Oxford No. 85, by Prof. J. W. H. Atkins; and the Early 
Verse and Prose in the Harleian MS. 2253, re-edited by Miss Hilda Murray. Canon Words¬ 
worth of Marlborough having given the Society a copy of the Leofric Canonical Rule, Latin 
aud Anglo-Saxon, Parker MS. 191, C. C. C. Cambridge, Prof. Napier will edit it, with a 
fragment of the englisht CapiliUa of Bp. Theodulf: it is now at press. 

The Extra Series Texts for 1909 were, No. CIV, The Non-Cycle Mystery Plays, re- 
edited by O. Waterhouse, M. A.; and No. C V, The Tale of Beryn, with a Prologue of the merry 
Adventure of the Pardoner with a Tapster at Canterbury, printed from a cast of the Chaucer 
Society’s plates. As the Society hadn't money enough to pay for its Troy Book, Part II, in 
1908, it had to take that out of its income of 1909 ; and it was therefore obliged to borrow 
from the Chaucer Society the amusing Tale of Beryn, edited by the late Dr. Fumivall and 
the late W. G. Boswell-Stone. 

The Extra Series Texts for 1910 were No. CVI, Lydgate's Troy Book, Part III, con¬ 
taining Books IV and V, completing the text, edited by Hy. Bergen, Ph.D.; and No. 
CV1I, Lydgate's Minor Poems, Part I, Religious Poems, with the Lydgate Canon, edited by 
H. N. MacCracken, Ph.D. 

The Extra Series Texts for 1911 were, No. CVI 11, Lydgate's Siege of Thebes, Part I, the 
text, edited from the MSS. by Dr. A. Erdmann ; and No. CIX, Partonope, Part I, edited 
from its 3 MSS. by Dr. A. T. Bodtker. 

Future Extra Series Texts will be Lydgate’s Minor Poems, Part II, Secular Poems, 
ed. by Dr. H. N. MacCracken; Lydgate's Troy Book, Part IV, edited by Dr. Hy. Bergen; 
De Medicina, re-edited by Prof. Delcourt; Lovelich’s Romance of Merlin, re-edited by Prof. 
E. A. Kock, Part II ; Miss Eleanor Plumer’s re-edition of Sir Qowther and Sir Percyvalle ; 
Mias K. B. Locock’s re-edition of Hylton’s Ladder of Perfection; Miss Warren’s two-text 
edition of The Dance of Death from the Ellesmere and other MS. ; The Owl and Nightin¬ 
gale, two parallel Texts, edited by Mr. G. F. H. Sykes; Dr. Erbe’s re-edition of Mirk's 
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Feslinl, Part II; Dr. M. Konrath’s re-edition of William of Shoreham's Poems, Part II; 
Prof. Israel GoUancz's re-edition of two Alliterative Poems, Winner and Waster, Ac.; 
about 1360; Dr. Norman Moore’s re-edition of The Book of the Foundation of St. 
Bartholomew's Hospital, London, from the unique MS. about 1425, which gives an account 
of the Founder, Rahere, aud the miraculous cures wrought at the Hospital; The Craft of 
Nombrynge, with other of the earliest englisht Treatises on Arithmetic, edited by R. Steele, 
B.A.; and the Second Part of the proee Romance of Melusine —Introduction, with ten 
facsimiles of the best woodblocks of tne old foreign black-letter editions. Glossary, Ac., by 
A. K. Donald, B.A. 


Later Texts for the Extra Series will include The Three Kings' Sons, Part II, the 
Introduction, Ac., by Prof. Dr. Leon Kellner; Part II of The Chester Plays, re-edited from 
the MSS., with a full collation of the formerly missing Devonshire MS., by Mr. G. England 
and Dr. Matthews; Prof. Jespersen’s editions of John Hart’s Orthographie (MS. 1551 a.d. ; 
black-letter 1569), and Method to teach Reading, 1570 ; Deguilleville’s Pilgrimage of the 
Sowle, in English prose, edited by Mr. Hans Koestner. (For the three prose versions 
of The Pilgrimage of the Life of Man —two English, one French—an Editor is wanted.) 
Members are askt to realise the fact that the Society has now 50 years' work on its Lists,— 
at its present rate of production,—and that there is from 100 to 200 more years’ work to 
come after that. The year 2000 will not see finisht all the Texts that the Society ought to 
print. The need of more Members and money is pressing. Offers of help from willing 
Editors have continually to be declined because the Society has no funds to print their Texts. 

An urgent appeal is hereby made to Members to increase the list of Subscribers to the 
E. K. Text Society. It is nothing less than a scandal that the Hellenic Society should have 
over 1000 members, while the Early English Text Society has not 3001 


Before his death in 1895, Mr. G. N. Currie was preparing an edition of the 15th and 16th 
century Prose Versions of Guillaume de Deguilleville s Pilgrimage of the Life of Man, with 
the French prose version by Jean Gallopes, from Lord Aldenham's MS., he having generously 
promist to pay the extra cost of printing the French text, and engraving one or two of the 
illuminations in his MS. But Mr. Currie, when on his deathbed, charged a friend to burn 
all his MSS. which lay in a corner of his room, and unluckily all the E. E. T. S.’s copies of 
the Deguilleville prose versions wore with them, and were burnt with them, so that tho 
Society will be put to the cost of fresh copies. 


Guillaume de Deguilleville, monk of the Cistercian abbey of Chaalis, in the diocese of 
Senlis, wrote his first verse Pllerinaige de VHomme in 1330-1 when he was 36.* Twenty-five 
(or six) years after, in 1355, he revised his poem, and issued a second version of it,* a revision 
of which was printed ab. 1500. Of the prose representative of the first version, 1330-1, 
a prose Englishing, about 1430 a.d., was edited by Mr. Aldis Wright for the Roxburghe Club 
iu 1869, from MS. Ff. 5. 30 iu the Cambridge University Library. Other copies of this prose 
English are in the Hunterian Museum, Glasgow, Q. 2. 25 ; Sion College, London; ana the 
Land Collection in the Bodleian, no. 740.’ A copy in the Northern dialect is MS. G. 21, in 
St.John’s Coll., Cambridge, and this is the MS. which will be edited for the E. E. Text 
Society. The Laud MS. 740 was somewhat condenst and modernised, in the 17th century, 
into MS. Ff. 6. 30, in the Cumbridge University Library: l * 3 4 ‘‘The Pilgrime or the Pil¬ 
grimage of Man in this World,” copied by Will. Baspoole, whose copy “was verbatim 
writteu by Walter Parker, 1645, aud from thence transcribed by G. G. 1649 ; and from thence 
by W. A. 1655.” This last copy may have been read by, or its story reported to, Bunyan, 
and may have been tho groundwork of his Pilgrim's Progress. It will be edited for the 
EL E. T. Soc., its text runniug under the earlier English, as in Mr. Herrtage’s edition of the 
Gesta Romanorum for the Society, in February 1464, 5 * Jean Gallopes—a clerk of Angers, 
afterwards chaplain to John, Duke of Bedford, Regent of France—turned Deguilleville's first 
verse Pllerinaige into a prose Pllerinage de la vie humaine .• By the kindness of Lord Alden- 
ham, as above mentiona, Gallopes’s French text will be printed opposite the early prose 
northern Englishing in the Society's edition. 

The Second Version of Deguilleville’s Pllerinaige de VHomme, a.d. 1855 or -6, was englisht 
in verse by Lydgate in 1426, and, thanks to the diligence of the old Elizabethan tailor and 
manuscript-lover, Johu Stowe, a complete text of Lydgate's poem has been edited for the 
Society by Dr. Fumivall. The British Museum French MSS. (Harleian 4399, 7 and 
Additional 22,937 s and 25,594*) are all of the First Version. 


l He was born about 1295. See Abb* Goujrr'a Bibliolk*q*e fmnfnist, Vol. IX, p. 73-4.— P. M. The 

Roxburghe Club printed the lat version In 1393. 

3 The Roxburghe Club'a copy of this 2nd version was lent to Mr. Currie, and unluckily burnt too with 
his other MSS. 

* These 3 MSS. have not yet been collated, but are believed to be all of the same version. 

« Another MS. is in the Pepys Library. * According to Lord Aldenham's MS. 

* These were printed in France, late in the 15th or early in the 10th century. 

7 15th cent., containing only the Vi* kumatnt. 

* 15th cent., containing ail the 3 Pilgrimages, the 3rd being Jesus Christ’s. 

* 14th cent., containing the Vit kumaine and the 2nd Pilgrimage, de I’Ame: both incomplete. 
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Besides his first Pilerinaige de Thomme in its two versions, Degnilleville wrote a second, 
“ de l'aine separee du corps,” and a third, “de nostre seigneur leans.” Of the second, a prose 
Englishing of 1413, The Pilgrimage of the Sowle (with poems, by Hocclere, already printed 
for the Society with that author’s Regement of Princes), exists in the Egerton MS. 615, 1 at 
Hatfield, Cambridge (Univ. Kk. 1.7, and Cains), Oxford (Univ. Coll, and Corpus), and in Cax- 
ton’s edition of 1483. This version has 'somewhat of addicions’as Caxton says, and some 
shortenings too, as the maker of both, the first translator, tells ns in the MSS. Caxton leaves 
out the earlier englisher’s interesting Epilog in the Egerton MS. This prose englishing of 
the Sowle has been copied and will be edited for the Society by Mr. Hans Koestner. Of the 
Pilgrimage of Jesus, no englishing is known. 

As to the MS. Anglo-Saxon Psalters, Dr. Hy. Sweet has edited the oldest M8., the 
Vespasian, in his Oldest English Texts for the Society, and Mr. Hareley has edited the 
latest, c. 1150, Eadwine’s Canterbury Psalter. The other MSS., except the Paris one, being 
interlinear versions,—some of the Rom an-Latin redaction, and some of the Gallican,—ProL 
Lngeman has prepared for press a Parallel-Text edition of the first twelve Psalms, to start the 
complete work. He will ao his best to get the Paris Psalter—tho’ it is not an interlinear 
one—into this collective edition ; bnt the additional matter, especially in the Verse-Psalms, 
is very difficult to manage. If the Paris text cannot be parallelised, it will form a separate 
volume. The Early English Psalters are all independent versions, and will follow separately 
in due course. 

Through the good offices of the Examiners, some of the books for the Early-English Ex¬ 
aminations of the University of London will be chosen from the Society's publications, the 
Committee having undertaken to supply such books to students at a large reduction in price. 
The net profits from these sales will be applied to the Society’s Reprints. 

Members are reminded that fresh Subscribers are always wanted, and that the Committee 
can at any time, on short notice, send to press an additional Thousand Pounds’ worth of work. 

The Subscribers to the Original Series must be prepared for the issue of the whole of the 
Early English Lives of Saints, sooner or later. The Standard Collection of Saints’ Lives in 
the Corpus and Ashmole MSS., the Harleian MS. 2277, Ac. will repeat the Laud set, our No. 
87, with additions, and in right order. (The foundation MS. (Laud 108) had to be printed 
first, to prevent quite unwieldy collations.) The Supplementary Lives from the Vernon and 
other MSS. will form one or two separate volumes. 

Besides the Saints’ Lives, Trevisa's englishing of Bartholommu de Proprietatibus Rerum, 
the mediaeval Cyclopaedia of Science, Ac., will be the Society’s next big undertaking. An 
Editor for it is wanted. Prof. Napier of Oxford, wishing to have the whole of onr 
MS. Anglo-Saxon in type, and accessible to students, will edit for the Society all the 
unprinted and other Anglo-Saxon Homilies which are Dot included in Thorpe's edition of 
Ailfric’s prose,* Dr. Morris’s of the Blickling Homilies, and Prof. Skeat’s of jElfric’s Metrical 
Homilies. The late Prof. Kolbing left complete his text, for the Society, of the Aneren 
Riwle, from the best MS., with collations of the other four, and this will be edited for the 
Society by Dr. Thiimmlcr. Mr. Harvey means to prepare an edition of the three MSS. of 
the Earliest English Metrical Psalter, one of whicn was edited by the late Mr. Stevenson 
for the Surtees Society. 

Members of the Society will learn with pleasure that its example has been followed, not 
only by the Old French Text Society, which bas done such admirable work under its fonnden 
Profs. Paul Meyer and Gaston Paris, but also by the Early Russian Text Society, which was 
set on foot in 1877, and has since issued many excellent editions of old MS. Chronicles, Ac. 

Members will also note with pleasure the annexation of large tracts of our Early English 
territory by the important German contingent, the late Professors Zupitza and Kfilbing, the 
living Hausknecht, Einenkel, Haenisch, Kaluza, Hope, Adam, Holthausen, Schick, Herzfeld, 
Brandeis, Siener, Konrath, Wiilfing, Ac. Scandinavia has also sent us Prof. Erdmann and 
Dr. E. A. Kock ; Holland, Prof. H. Logeman, who is now working in Belgium ; France, Prof. 
Paul Meyer—with Gaston Paris as adviser (slas, now dead);—Italy, Prof. Lattanzi; Austria, 
Dr. von Fleischhacker; while America is represented by the late Prof. Child, by Dr. Mary Noyes 
Colvin, Miss Rickert, Profs. Mead, McKuight, Triggs, Hulme, Bryce, Craig, Dre. Bergen, 
MacCracken, Ac. The sympathy, the ready help, which the Society’s work has cald forth 
from the Continent and the United States, have been among the pleasantest experiences of 
the Society’s life, a real aid and cheer amid all troubles and discouragements. All our 
Members are grateful for it, and recognise that the bond their work has woven between 
them and the lovers of language and antiquity across the seas is one of the most welcome 
results of the Society’s efforts. 

1 Ab. 1430,106 leaves (leaf 1 of text wanting), with illuminations of nice little devJls—red, green, tawny, 
Ac.—and damnd souls, fires, angels, Ac. 

* Of these, Mr. Harslcy is preparing a new edition, with collations of all the MSS. Many copies of 
Thorpe's book, not issued by the Aftfric Society, are still in stock. 

Of the Vercelli Homilies, the 8ociety has bought the copy made by Prof. 0. Lattanzi, 
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ORIGINAL SERIES. (One guinea each year.) 


1. larij lafU«h illiUrttifi Pomi, mb. 1360 a.d., ed. Rot. Dr. R. Morris. 16s. 

2. Arthur, ab. 1440, ed. P. J. Purnirall, M. A. 4s. 

8. Lauder on the Dewtio of Xyugis, Ac., 1566, ed. P. Hall, D.C.L. 4s. 

4. Sir Oawajme and the Own Knight, ab. 1360, ed. Rot. Dr. R. Morris. 10s. 

6. Haas's Orthographic and Oongruitie of the Britan Teague, ab. 1617, ed. H. B. WhesUej. 4s. 

6. Lancelot of the Laik, ab. 1500, ed. Rot. W. W. Skeat. 8s. 

7. Genesis A Kxodus, ab. 1250, ed. Rot. Dr. R. Morris. 8s. 

8. Korte Arthurs, sb. 1440, ed. R. Brock. 7 a 

9. Thjnne on Speght’a ed. of Ohaaoer, a.d. 1599, ed. Dr. O. Kingsley and Dr. P. J. Purnirall. 10 a 

10. Herlia, ab. 1440, Part L, ed. H. B. Wheatley. 2 a 6tL 

1L Lyndesay's Honarohe, Ac., 1552, Part I., ed. J. 8roall, M. A. 3a 
12. Wright's Chaste Wife, ab. 1462, ed. P. J. Purnirall, M.A. 1a 

18. Beinte Harherete, 1200-1330, ed. Her. O. Cockayne: re-edited by Dr. Otto Glauntng. [Out of print. 

14. Kyng Horn, Tloris and Blanoheflour, Ac., ed. Rer. J. R. Lninby, D.D., re-ed. Dr. O. H. McKnight. 5s. 

15. Politioal, Religious, and Lots Poems, ed. P. J. Purnirall. 7a 6 d. 

16. The Book of Quints Xseeace, ab. 1460-70, ed. P. J. Purnirall. Is. 

17. Parallel Extracts from 45 X88. of Piers the Plowman, ed. Rer. W. W. Skeat. 1 a 

18. Hali Heidenhad, ab. 1200, ed. Rer. O. Cockayne, re-edited by Dr. P. J. Purnirall. \Al Press. 

19. Lyndesay's Honarohe, Ae., Part II., ed. J. 8mall, M. A. 3a 6rf. 

20. Richard Rolls de Ham pole, English Prose Treatises of, ed. Rer. G. G. Perry. Is. [At Prtu. 

21. Heriin, Part II., ed. H. B. Wheatley. 4 a 

22. Partenay or Luelgnen, ed. Rer. W. W. 8keat 6s. 

23. Dan Michel’s A yen bite of Inwyt, 1340, ed. Rer. Dr. R. Morris. 10s. 6d. 

24. Hymns to the Virgin and Christ; the Parliament of Devil*, Ae., sb. 1430, ed. P. J. Purnirall. 8s. 

25. The Stations of Roms, ths Pilgrims' 8oa-roysgo, with Clans Hayden hod, ed. F. J. Purnirall. la 

26. Religious Pisoesin Prose and Verse, from R. Thomton'e MS., ed. Rer. G. G. Perry. 2s. [At Prtu. 

27. Lerins'a Kanipulus Vooabulorum, s ryming Dictionary, 1570, ed. H. B. Wheatley. 12 a 

28. William's Vision of Piers the Plowman, 1362 a.d. : Text A, rart I., ed. Rer. W. W. 8keat. 6a 

29. Old Bngliah Homilies (ab. 1220-30 a.d.). 8eriee I, Part I. Edited by Rer. Dr. R. Morris. 7a 
80. Pieree the Ploughmans Credo, ed. Rer. W. W. 8keat. 2s. 

31. Hyro's Duties of a Parish Priest, in Verse, sb. 1420 a.d., ed. B. Peacock. 4 s. 

32. Early Bngliah Heals and Manners : ths Boks of Mortars of John Russell, the Bokes ef Keruynge. 

Ourtasye, and Demeanor, the Babeea Book, Urbanitatie, Ac., ed. P. J. Pumirsll. 12a 

33. The Knight de la Tour Landry, ab. 1440 a.d. A Book for Daughters, ed. T. Wright, M. A. [Rcprintina 

34. Old English Homilies (before 1300 a.d.). 8eries 1, Part II., ed. R. Moms, LL.D. 8s. 

35. Lyndesay's Works, Part III. : The Historic and Testament of Bqoyer Meldnim, ed. P. Hall. 2s. 

36. Heriin, Part III. Ed. H. B. Wheatley. On Arthurian Localities, by J. 8. 8tuart Glennie. 12s. 

37. Blr Dsrid Lyndesay's Works, Part IV., Ane Satyre of the Three Retails. Ed. P. nail, D.C.L. 4s. 

38. William's Vision of Piers the Plowman, Part II. Text B. Ed. Rev. W. W. 8keat, M.A. 10 a 6<f. 

89. Alliterative Romanos of the Destruction of Troy. Ed. D. Donaldson A G. A. Panton. Pt. I. 10s <W 

40. English GUds, their Statutes and Customs, 1389 a.d. Edit. Toulmin Smith and Lucy T. Smith, 

with an Essay on Gilds and Trades-Unions, by Dr. L. Brentano. 21 a 

41. William Lauder's Minor Poems Ed. P. J. Purnirall. 3a 
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4*. Bmirdu S. Curm S.iFamuliaris. Early Scottish Prophecies, Ae. Ed. J. R. Lninby. M.A. J*. 

48. Rati. Raving, and other Moral and Religion, Piece*. Ed. J. R Lumby, M.A. 8*. 

44. The Alliterative Romano, of Joseph of Arimathie. or The Holy Grail: from the Vernon MS.; 

with W. de Worde'e and Pynaon’a Idvea of Joaeph : ed. Rev. W. W. 8keat, M.A. 5*. 

45. Xing Alfred', Weat-8axon Veraion of Gregory's Pastoral Care, edited from * MS8., with an 

English translation, by Henry Sweet. Esq., B.A., Balliol College. Oxford. Part I. 10*. 

48. Legends of th. Holy Rood, Symbols of the Passion and Cross Poems, ed. Rev. Dr. R. Morris. 10* 

47. Sir David Lyndeaay's Works. Part V., ed. Dr. J. A. H. Murray. 3*. 

48. The Timas’ Whistle, and other Poems, by R. C.. 1816 ; ed. by J. M. Cowper, Esq. 6*. 

49. An Old.English Hisoellany. containing a Bestiary, Kentish 8ermon«, Proverbs of Alfred, and 

Religions Poems of the 13th cent. ed. from the M88. by the Rev. R. Morris, LL. P. 10*. 

.King Alfred's West-8axon Version of Gregory s Pastoral Oare, ed. H. Sweet, M. A. Part II. 10s 

51. Th# Lift of 8t Juliana, a versions, a.d. 1230, with translations ; ed. T. O. Cockayne A E. Brock, 2* 

52. Palladios on Hnsbondrie, englisht (ab. 1420 A.D.),ed. Rev. Barton Lodge, M.A. Parti. 10*. 

58. Old-English Homilies, 8eries II., and three Hymns to the Virgin and God, 13th-century, with 
the music to two of them, in old and modern notation ; ed. Rev. R. Morris, LL.D. 8*. 

54. Ths Vuion of Piers Plowman, Text C: Riehaid the Redeles (by William, the author of the Fiticn) 

and The Crowned King; Part III., ed. Rev. W. W. Skeat, M.A. 18*. 

55. Gencrydes, a Romance, ab. 1440 A.D., ed. W. Aldis Wright, M.A. Part I. 3*. 

56. The Oest Hystoriale of the Destruction of Troy, in alliterative verse ; ed. by D. Donaldeon Esq 

end the late Rev. 0. A. Panton. Part II. 10*. 6d. 

57. Th# Early Bngliah Version of the “ Cursor Hindi M ; in four Text*, edited by the Rev. R. Morris, 

M. A., LL.D. Part I, with 2 photolithographic facsimiles. 10*. 6 d. 

58. Th# Bliskiing Homilies, 971 a.d., ed. Rev. R. Morris, LL.D. Part I. 8*. 

59. Th# *• Cursor Huadi ” in four Texts, ed. Rev. Dr. R. Morris Part II. 15*. 
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00. ■•dfUayuas OB th. 8op«r of our Lord* (by Robert or Bninne), edited by J. 11. Cowj^r. It. M. 1875 

61. Thi KaatBot and Prophecies of Thomas of Ereeldouno, from 5 MS8. ; ed. Dr. J. A. H. Murray. 10*. W. tt 
61. The M Cursor Bondi," in four Texts, ed. Rot. Dr. R. Morris. Part III. 15*. 187C 

63. The Blieklinf Homilies, 971 a.d., ed. Her. Dr. R. Morris. Part II. 7*. M 

64. Franeis Thynne's Embloames and Epigrams, a.d. 1600, ed. P. J. Furnivall. 7*. tl 

65. Be Domes Daft (Bede's Dt Du Judieii), Ac., ed. J. R. Lumby, RD. 1*. „ 

66. The •• Cursor Xundi,” in four Texts, ed. Rev. Dr. R. Morris. Part IV. t with 1 autotypes. 10*. 1877 

67. Botes on Piers Plowman, by the Rev. W. W. 8keat, M.A. Part L 11*. 

68. The 44 Cursor Mundi,” in 4 Texts, ed. Rev. Dr. R. Mortis. Part V. 15*. 1878 

69. Adam Davie's 6 Dreams about Edward XL, Ac., ed. P. J. Furnivall, M.A. 5*. „ 

70. O en e rydes, a Romance, ed. W. Aldis Wright, M.A. Part II. 4*. „ 

71. The Lay Polks Base-Book, four texts, ed. Rev. Canon 8immons. 25*. 187P 

72. Palladiuson Husbondrie, englislitfab. 1420 a.d.). Part II. Ed. 8. J. Herrtage, B.A. 15*. „ 

73. The Bliekling Homilies. 971 a.d., ed. Rev. Dr. R Morris. Part Ilf. 10*. 1880 

74. English Works of Wyelif, hitherto unprinted, ed. P. D. Matthew, Esq. 20*. „ 

75. Catholieon Anglieum, an early English Dictionary, from Lord Monton’s M8. a.d. 1483, ed., with 

Introduction A Notes, by 8. J. Herrtage, B.A.; and with a Preface by H. R Wheatley. 20*. 1881 

76. Aelfrie's Metrical Lives of 8aints, in MS. Cott. Jul. E 7., ed. Rev. Prof. 8keat, M.A. Part I. 10*. 

77. Beowulf, the unique MS. autotyped and transliterated, edited by Prof. Zupitza, Ph.D. 25*. 188? 

78. The Pifty Earliest English Wills, in the Court of Probate, 1387*1439, ed. by P. J. Furnivall, M.A. 7*. ,, 

79. King Alfred's Oroaius, from Lord Tollemache's 9th century M8., Part I, ed. H. Sweet, M.A. 13*. 1683 

79 A Extra Volume. Facsimile of the Epinal Glossary, ed. H. 8weet, M.A. 15*. # , 

30. The Eariy-English Life of St. Katherine and its Latin Original, ed. Dr. Einenkel. 12*. 1884 

81. Piers Plowman : Notes, Glossary, Ac. Part IV, completing the work, ed. Rev. Prof. 8keat, M.A. 18*. „ 

82. Aelfrie’s Metrical Lives of Saint*. M8. Cott. JuL E 7., ed. Rev. Prof. Skeat, M.A., LL.D. Part II. 12*. 1885 

S3. The Oldest English Texts, Charters, Ac., ed. H. 8weet, M.A. 20*. „ 

84. Additional Analogs to 4 The Wright’s Chaste Wife, 4 No. 12, by W. A. (Houston. 1*. 1886 

85. The Throe Kings of Cologne. 2 English Texts, and 1 Latin, ed. Dr. C. Ilorstiuann. 17*. „ 

86. Prose Lives of Women 8aints, ab. 1610 a.d., ed. from the unique M8. by Dr. C. Horstmami. 12*. „ 

87. Early English Verse Lives of 8aints (earliest version). Laud MS. 108, ed. Dr. C. Horstmann. 20 *. 1887 

88. Hy. Bradshaw's Life of 8t Werburghe (Pynson, 1521), ed. Dr. C. Horstmann. 10*. „ 

89. Vioes and Virtues, from the unique MS., ab. 1200 A.D.,ed. Dr. P. Holthausen. Parti. 8*. 1S88 

90. Anglo-Saxon and Latin Rule of 8t. Benet. interlinear Glosses, ed. Dr. H. Logeman. 12*. „ 

91. Two Fifteenth-Century Cookery-Books, ab. 1430-1450. edited by Mr. T. Austin. 10*. ,, 

92. Bad wine's Canterbury Psalter, from the Trin. Cam hr. M8., ab. 1150 A.D.,ed. P. Hartley, B.A. Pt. 1. 12*. 188P 

93. Defensor's Liber 8 ointillarum, edited from the M88. by Ernest Rhodes. RA. 12*. ,, 

94. Aelfrie’s Metrical Lives of Saints. MS. Cott. Jul. E 7, Part III., ed. Prof. 8keat. LittD., LL.D. 15*. 1890 

95. The Old-English version of Bede's Ecclesiastical History, re-ed. by Dr. Thomas Miller. Part I, § 1. 18*. „ 

96. The Old-English version of Bede's Ecclesiastical History, re-ed. by Dr. Thomas Miller. Pt. I, f 2. 15*. 1891 

97. The Earliest English Prose Psalter, edited from its 2 M8S. by Dr. K. D. Buelbring. Part I. 15*. „ 

98. Minor Poems of the Vernon MS., Part I., ed. Dr. C. Horstmann. 20* 1892 

99. Cursor Mtmdi. Part VI. Preface, Notes, and Glossary, ed. Rev. Dr. R. Morris. 10*. „ 

100. Capgravs’s Life of 8t Katharine, ed. Dr. C. Horstmann, with Forewords by Dr. Fumivall. 20*. 1893 

101. Cursor Xundi. Part VII. Essay on the MS8., their Dialects, Ac., by Dr. H. Hupe. 10*. 

102. Lanfrano's Oirurgie, ab. 1400 a.d., ed. Dr R. von Fleischhacker. Part I. 20*. 1894 

103. The Legend of the Cross, from a 12th century MS., Ac., ed. Prof. A. 8. Napier, M.A., Ph.D. 7*. 6d. „ 

104. The Bxeter Book (Anglo-Saxon Poems), re-edited from the unique MS. by 1. Gollancz, M.A. Part I. 20*. 1895 

105. The Prymer or Lay-Folks' Prayer-Book, Camb. Univ. MS., ab. 1420, ed. Henry Lfttlehalcs. Part I. 10*. „ 

106. R. Xisyn's Pirt of Love and Mending of Life (Hampole), 14.34, 1435, ed. Rev. R. Harvey, M.A. 15*. 1896 

107. The English Conquest of Ireland, a.d. 1166-1185, 2 Texts, 1425,1440, Pt. I, ed. Dr. Fumivall. 15*. „ 

108. Child-Marriages and -Divorces, Trothplights, Ac. Chester Depositions, 1561-6, ed. Dr. Fumivall. 15*. 1S07 

109. The Prymer or Lay-Folks Prayer-Book. ab. 1420, ed. Henry Littlehales. Part II. 10*. ,, 

110. The Old-English Version of Bede's Ecclesiastical History, ed. Dr. T. Miller. Part II, f 1. 15*. 1896 

111. The Old-English Version of Bede's Ecclesiastical History, ed. Dr. T. Miller. Part II, | 2. 15*. ,, 

112. Merlin, Part IV : Outlines of tho Logend of Merlin, by Prof. W. E. Mead. Ph.D. 15*. 1699 

113. Queen Elisabeth’s Englishings of Boethius. Plutarch Ao. Ac., ed. Miss C. Pemberton. 15*. ,, 

114. Aelfrie's Metrical Lives of 8ainta, Part IV and last, ed. Prof. Skeat, Litt.D., LL.D. 10*. 1900 

115. Jacob’s Well, edited from the unique Salisbury Cathedral MS. hy Dr. A. Brandeis. Part 1. 10*. „ 

116. An Old-English Martyrology, rc-edited by Dr. G. Herzfcld. 10*. ,, 

117. Minor Poems of tho Vernon X8., edited by Dr. P. J. Fumivall. Part II. 15*. 1901 

118. Tho Lay Folks' Catechism, ed. by Canon Simmons and Rev. H. E. Nolloth, M.A. 5*. ,, 

119. Robert of Brunne's Handlyng 8ynne (1303), and its French original, re-ed. by Dr.Fumiviill. Pt. I. 10*. „ 

120. The Rule of 8t Benet, in Northern Proeo and Verse, A Caxton’s Summary,'ed. Dr. E. A. Kock. 15*. 1902 

121. The Laud M8. Troy-Book, ed. from the unique Laud MS. 595, by Dr. J. E. Wiilflng. Part I. 15*. „ 

122. The Laud MS, Troy-Book, ed. from the unique Laud M8. 595, by Dr. J. E. WUlfing. Part II. 20*. 1903 

123. Robert of Brunne’s Handlyng 8ynne (1303), and its French original, re-ed. by Dr. Fumivall. Pt. II. 10*. ,, 

124. Twenty-mix Political and other Poems from Digby MS. 102 Ac., cd. by Dr. J. Kail. Part I. 10*. 1904 

125. Medieval Records of a London City Church, ed. Henry Littlehales. Part I. 10*. „ 

126. An Alphabet of Tales, in Northern English, from the Latin, ed. Mrs. M. M. Banks. Part I. 10*. „ 

127. An Alphabet of Tales, in Northern English, from the Latin, od. Mrs. M. M. Banks. Part II 10*. 1905 
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128. Medieval Rtoordi of a London City Church, ed. Henry Littlehales. Part TT. 10a. 1905 

129. The English B egister of Godstow Hunnery, od. from the MS8. by tho Rot. Dr. Andrew Clark. Pt I. 10a. ,, 
ISO. The English Register of Godstow Hunnery, ed. from the MSS. by the Rev. Dr. A. Clark. Pt. II. 15a. 1906 
181. The Brut, or The Chroniele of England, odited from the beat M88. by Dr. F. Brie. Part I. 10a. 

132. John Math am* a Works, edited from the unique MS. by Dr. Hardin Craig. [At Prtss. 

1SS. The Engliah Register of Oseney Abbey, by Oxford, ed. by the Rev. Dr. A. Clark. Part I. 15a. 1907 

134. The Coventry Loot Book, edited from the unique MS. by Miaa M. Dormer Harris. Part I. 15a. „ 

135. The Coventry Loot Book, edited from the unique MS. by Miss M. Dormer Harris. Part II. 15a. 1908 

1356. Extra Issue. Prof. Manly's Piers Plowman A its Sequence, urging the fivefold authorship of the Vision. 

136. The Brut, or The Chroniele of England, edited from the best MSS. by Dr. F. Brie. Part II. 15a. „ 

137. Twelfth-Century Homilies in MS. Bodley 343, ed. bv Prof. A. 0. Belfonr, M.A. Part I, the Text. 15a. 1909 

138. The Coventry Leet Book, edited from the unique MS. by Miss M. Dormer Harris. Part III. 15a. „ 

130. John Arderoe's Treatises on Fistnla in Ano, Ac., ed. by D’Arcy Power, M.D. 15a. 1910 

139 6, f, d, e, Extra Issue. Tho Piers Plowman Controversy: 6. Dr. Josserand*s 1st Boply to Prof. 

Manly; r. Prof. Xanly's Answer to Dr. Jusserand; <2. Dr. Jusserand's Sad Reply to Prof. Manly; 
a. Mr. R. W. Chambers's Artiols; /. Dr. Henry Bradley’s Rejoinder to Mr. R. W. Chambers 


(issued separately). 10 a. M 

14a Cspgrsve's Lives of 8t Augustins and 8t Gilbert of 8empringhun, a.d. 1451, ed. hr J. J. Mnuro. 10a. „ 

141. Earth upon Earth, all tho known texts, ed., with an Introduction, by Miss Hilda Murray, M.A. 10c. 1911 

142. The English Register ef Godstow Hunnery, edited by the Rev. Dr. Andrew Clark. Pert 111. 10a 

143. The Wan of A l e x ande r the Great, Thornton MS., ed. J. S. Westlake, M.A. [At Press.) 10a. „ 


EXTRA SERIES. (One guinea each year.) 

The Publications for 1867-1910 (one guinea each year) are:— 

I. William of Palerne; or, William and the Werwolf. Re-edited by Rev. W. W. 8keat, M.A. 13a. 

II. Early Engliah Pronunciation with es]«cial Reference to 8hakspere and Chancer, by A. J. Ellis, 
F.R.3. Part I. 10a. 

III. Caxton's Book of Curtssys, In Three Versions. Ed. F. J. Fumivall. 5a. 

IV. Havslok the Dsns. Re-edited by the Rev. W. W. 8keat, M.A. 10a. 

V. Chaucer’* Boethius. Edited from the two best MS8. by Rev. Dr. R. Morris. 12a. 

V|. Chevelere Assign*. Re-edited from the unique MS. by Lord Aldenham, M.A. 3a 

VII. Early English Pronunciation, by A. J. Ellis. F.R.8. Part II. 10a. 

VIII. Queene Kliaabethes Aohademy. Ac. Ed. F. J. Fumivall. Essays on early Italian and German 
Books of Courtesy, by W. M. Rossetti and Dr. E. Oswald. 13a. 

IX. Awdslty's Fraternity# of Vscad>ondss, Harman's Caveat, As. Ed. E. Vlles A F. J. Fumivall. 5a. 

X. Andrew Boorde’s Introduction of Knowledge, 1547, Dyetary of Helth, 1541, Barnes in Dsfenesof the 
Bexde, 1542-3. Ed. F. J. Fumivall. 18a. 

XI. Barbour s Bruca, Part I. Ed. from MSS. and editions, by Rev. W. W. 8keat, M.A. 12a. 

XII. England in Henry VIIL's Time: a Dialogue between Cardinal Pole A Lupeet, by Thom. 8tarkey, 
Chaplain to Henry VIII. Ed. J. M. Cowper. Part II. 12a. (Part I. is No. XXXII, 1878, 8a.) 

XIII. A Suppliescyon of the Beggers, by 8imon Fish, 1528-9 a.d., ed. F. J. Fumivall; with A Suppli¬ 
cation to our Hosts Boueraigns Lords; A Supplication of the Poore Commons; and The Decay# of 
England by the Great Multitude of 8hecp, ed. by J. M. Cowper, Esq. 6a. 

XIV. Early English Pronunciation, by A. J. Ellis, Esq., F.R.8. Part III. 10a. 

XV. Bobert Crowley's Thirty-On# Epigrams, Voyoa of tha Last Trumpet, Way to Wealth, Ac., a.d. 
1550-1, edited by J. M. Cowper, Esq. 12a. 

XVI. Chaucer's Treatise on the Astrolabe. Bd. Rev. W. W. 8keat, M.A. 6a. 

XVII. The Complaynt of Bootlande, 1549 a.d., with 4 Tracts (1542-48), ed. Dr. Murray. Part I. 10a. 
XVIII. The Complaynt of Seotlande, 1549 a.d., ed. Dr. Murray. Part IL 8a. 

XIX. Oure Ladyes Myroure, a.d. 1530, ed. Rev. J. H. Blunt, M.A. 24a. 

XX. Lovelich’s History of the Holy Grail (sb. 1450 a.d.), ed. F. J. Fumivall, M. A., PAD. Tart I. 8a. 

XXI. Barbour's Bruca, Part II., ed. Rev. W. W. 8keat, M.A. 4a. 

XXII. Henry Brinklow's Complaynt of Roderyok Mors (sb. 1542): and The Lamentaoion of a Christian 
against the Citie of London, made by Roderigo Mors, a.d. 1545. Ed. J. M. Cowper. 9a. 

XXIII. Early English Pronunciation, by A. J. Ellis, F.R.8. Part IV. 10a. 

XXIV. Lovslich's History of the Holy Grail, ed. F. J. Fumivall, M.A., PAD. Part II. 10a. 

XXV. Guy of Warwick, 15th-century Version, ed. Prof. Zupitaa. Part I. 20a. 

XXVI. Guy of Warwiok, 15th-century Version, ed. Prof. Zupitxa. Part II. 14a. 

XXVII. Bp. Fisher’s English Works (died 1A25\ ed. by Prof. J. E. B. Mayor. Part I, the Text. 16a. 
XXVIII. Lovelioh'sHoly Grail, ed. F. J. Fumivall, M.A., PAD. Part III. 10a.- 

XXIX. Barbour’s Bruoe. Part III., ed. Rev. W. W. 8keat, M.A. 21a. 
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XXX. Lovelich'sHoly Grail, ed. F. J. Fumivall, M.A., PAD. Part IV. 15a. 1878 

XXXI. The Alliterative Romanoe of Alexander and Dindimus, ed. Rev. W. W. 8keat. 6a. „ 

XXXII. 8tarkey'a M England in Henry VUTs time." Pt. L 8tarkey*s Life and Utters, ed. 8. J. Herrtage. 8a. „ 
XXXIII. Gesta Romanorum (englishtab. 1440), ed. 8. J. Heritage, B.A. 15a 1879 

XXXIV. The Charlemagne Romanoes1. Sir Ferumbraa, from Aslun. MS. S3, ed. 8. J. Herrtage. 15a 
XXXV. Charlemagne RomancesA The 8ege off Melayns, 8ir Otusll, Ac., ed. 8. J. Herrtage. 12a. 1880 

XXXVI. Charlemagne Romances:—3. Lyf of Charles the Crete, Pt. I., ed. 8. J. Herrtage. 16a. „ 

XXXVII. Charlemagne Romanoes 4. Lyf of Charles the Crete, Pt. IL, ed* 8. J. Herrtage. 15a. 1861 

XXXVIII. C h a rlem a g ne Romanoes5. The Sowdene ef Baby lone, ed. Dr. Hausknecht. 15a. „ 
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R*n( Colyenr, Boland, Otucl. Ac., ed. 8 . J. HerrUge, & A. 15«. is $ 2 
XL. Charlemagne Romance* 7. Huoa of Bttrdooz, by Lord Homers, ed. S. L. Lee, B.A. Port I. 15 *. 

XLI. Charlemagne Romanoeo:— 8 . Hnon of Bnrdeoz, by Lord Berners, ed. 8 . L. Lee, B. A Pt II. 15 #. 1 
XLIL Buy of Warwick: 2 texts (Auchinleck MS. and Cal us MS.), ed. Prof. Zupitza. Part I. 15 #. 

XLIII. CharlemagneRomanoes9. Hnon of Burdeun, by Lord Berners, ed. 8 . L. Lee, B.A. Pt m. lf ^ 
XLIV. Charlemagne Rom anoes10. Tbs Four 80 ns of Aymon, ed. Miss Octavia Richardson. Pt I. 15 #. 
XLV. Charlemagne Romances:—11. The Four 80 ns of Aymon, ed. Miss O. Richardson. Pt II. 20 s. \snt> 
XLVI. Sir Boris of Hamton, from the Auchinleck and other MSS., ed. Prof. R. KOlbing, PAD. Part I 10# 
XLV1I. The Wars of Alexander, ed. Her. Prof. Skeat, LlttD. # LL.D. 20 s. 

XLVI1I. Sir Boris of Hamton, ed. Prof. R. KGlbing, PAD. Part IL 10s. 

XLIX. Ouy of Warwick, 2 texts (Auchinleck and Caius MSS.), Pt II., ed. ProfL J. Zupltxa, PAD. 15a 
L. Oharlemafne Romanoes:—If. Hnon of Burdettx, by Lord Berners, ed. 8 . L. Lee, B.A. Part IV. 5a 
LL Torrent of Portynfale, from the unique MS. in the Chatham Library, ed. R. Adam, PAD. 10s. 

Lll. Bnllein’s Dialogue against the Feuer Pestilence, 1578 (ed. 1,1584). Ed. M. A A. H. Bullen. 10a 
LIII. Yioary's Anatomic of the Body of Man, 1548, ed. 1577, ed. P. J. A Percy FumiralL Part I. 15 #. 

LI V. Canton's E ng li sh in g of Alain Chartier's Ourial, ed. Dr. F. J. Furnlrall A Prof. P. Meyer. 5a 
LV. Barbour’s Bruoo, ed. Rer. Prof. 8 kest, UttD., LL.D. Part IV. 5s. 

LVI. Early English Pronunciation, by A. J. Ellis, Esq., F.R.S. Pt V., the present English Dialects. 25s. 
LVII. Canton's Xnsydos, a.d. 1490, coll, with iU French, ed. M. T. Culley, M.A A Dr. F. J. Furnivall. 18#. 
LVIII. Canton’s Blanehardyn A Eglantine, c. 1489, extracts from ed. 1595, A French, od. Dr. I* Kellner. 17s 
LIX. Ouy of Warwiek, 2 texts (Auchinleck and Caius MSS.), Part III., ed. Prof. J. Zupitia, Ph.D. 15s igoi 
LX. Lydgate's Temple of Glass, re-edited from the MSS. by Dr. J. Schick. 15s. 

LXI. Hoocleve's Minor Poems, I., from the Phillippe and Durham MSS., ed. F. J. Furnivell, Ph D. 15 # 

LEII. The Chester Plays, re-edited from the M 88 . by the late Dr. Hermann Deluding. Part I. 15 * 

LXIII. Thomas a Kempis's De Imitations Christi, engiisht ah. 1440, A 1502, ed. Prof. J. K. Ingrain. 15 # igc 
LXIV. Canton's Godfrey of Boloyne, or Last Siegs of Jerusalem, 1481, ed. Dr. Mary N. Colvin. 15a 
LXV. Sir Bevis of Hamton, ed. Prof. E. KGlbing, Ph.D. Pert III. 15a 
LXVI. Lydgate's and Burgh's 8 eerees of Philisoffres. sb. 1445—50, ed. R. 8 teele, B. A. 15#. 

LXVII. The Three Kings’ 80 ns, a Romance, ab. 1500, Part I., the Text, ed. Dr. Furnivall. 10#. 

LXV1II. Moluaino, the proee Romance, ab. 1500, Part I, the Text, ed. A. K. Donald. 20 #. 

LXIX. Lydgate's Assembly of the Goda, ed. Prof. Oscar L. Trigg*, M.A., Ph.D. 15a 
LXX. The Digby Plays, edited by Dr. P. J. Furnivall. 15s. 

LXXI. The Towneley Plays, ed. Geo. England and A. W. Pollard, M.A 15a 
LXX1I. Hoeoleve s Regement ef Princes, 1411-12, and 14 Poems, edited by Dr. P. J. Puniividl. 15# 

LXXIII. Hocclere’s Minor Poems, II., from the Ashbunihaiu MS., ed. I. Gollancx, M.A. f At />,### 

LXXIV. Secreta Semetorum, 3 proee Engliahinga, by Jaa. Yonge, 1428, ed. R. Steele, B.A Part I 
LXXV. Speculum Guido ni* de Warwyk, edited by Miss G. L. Morrill, M.A., Ph.D. 10#. 

LXXVI. Georgs Ashby's Poems, Ae., ed. Mias Mary Bateson. 15s. ' ’* 

LXXVII. Lydgate's DeGuiilsviUe’s Pilgrimage of the Life of Man, 1426, ed. Dr. F. J. Furnivall Part I 1 ft* " 
LXXVill. The Life and Death of Mary Magdalene, by T. Robinson, c. 1620, ed. Dr. H. O. Sommer 5# * 
LXXIX. Canton's Dialogues, English and French, c. 1483, od. Henry Bradley, M A. 10#. 

LXXX. Lydgate’s Two Nig h tin gale Poems, ed. Dr. Otto Glauning. 5 #. # L 

LXXXI. Gower’s Confessio Amantis, edited by G. C. Macaulay, M.A. Vol. I. 15#. u 

LXXXII. Gower’s Confessio Amantis, edited by G. C. Macaulay, M.A. Vol. II. 15 # ” 

LXXX1II. Lydgste's DeOwlleriUe's Pilgrimage of the Life ef Ken, 14*8, «d. Dr. F. J. FuruivalL Pt li in. ^ 
LXXXIV. Lydgate's Reason and Sensuality, edited by Dr. E. Sieper. Part I. 5 #. ' l0 *' 

LXXXV. Alexander Scott’s Poems, 1568, from the unique Edinburgh MS., ed! A. K. DonaM B a 
LXXXVI. William of 8 horeham s Poems, rc-ed. from the unique MS. by Dr. M. Konrath P t r 
LXXXVII. Two Coventry Corpus-Christi Plays, re-edited by Hardin Craig, M.A. 10a * * 

LXXXVIII. Le Morte Arthur, re-edited from the Harlcian MS. 2252 by Prof. Bruce, Ph D 15# 

LXXXIX. Lydgate's Reason and Sensuality, edited by Dr. E. Sieper. Part II. 15 #. * 

XC. English Fragments from Latin Medieval Serrice-Books, cd. by Hy. Littlehales. 5 # 

XCI. Tho Macro Plays, from Mr. Gurney’s unique MS , cd. Dr. Furnivall and A. W. Pollard V a 
XCII. Lydgate’s DeGuilerille’a Pilgrimage of the Life of Man, Part III., ed. Miss Locock. 10# 

XCIII. Lorelich's Romance of Merlin, from the unique MS., ed. Dr. E A. Kock. Part I 
XCIV. Respublioa, a Play on Social England, a.d. 1553, ed. L. A. Magnus, LL.B. 12# * 

XCV. LoTeUch’s History of the Holy Grail, Pt. V.: The Legend of the Holy Grail, by Dorothv K*mr~ « 

XCVI. Mirk’s Festial, edited from the MSS. by Dr. Erbe. Part I. 12t 7 

XCVII. LydgaU’s Troy Book, edited from the best MSS. by Dr. Hy. Bergen. Part I Books land ir 
XCVIir. Skelton'. Magnyfycenee. edited by Dr. R. I.. Ramsay, with anTntrod^ctfcm £ c? ‘ ^ 1906 

XCIX. The Romance of Emnre, ro-edited from the MS. by Mies Kdtth Rickert, Ph.D. 7t dd " 

C. The Hurowinf of Hell, and The Goapelof Nicodemu^ re-ed. by Prof, linline' K A Ph D 1 ' ” 

Cl. Sonft, Carols, kc., from Richard Hill's Balliol MS., edited by Dr. Roman Dyboskl 15 , 1007 

C1I. Promptorium Parrulorum, the 1st English Latin Dictionary, ed. Rev. A. L. Mavh«w u a o. 

CHI. Lydgate's Troy Book, edited from the best MSS. by Dr. Hy. Bergen. Part II Book’ll! ’in.’*' 1908 

CIV. The Non-Cycle Mystery Plays, re-edited by O. Waterhouse, M.A. 15a ' " 

CV. The Tale of Beryn, with the Pardoner and Tapster, cd. Dr. F. J. Furnivall and W Q Stone i«. 1909 

CVI. Lydgate’s Troy Book, edited from the best M 8 S. by Dr. Hy. Bergen. Port III W ^ ” 

CVII. Lydgate’s Minor Poema, ediUd by Dr. H. N. MscCrscken. Part I, Religiooa Poems. , At P 1910 
CVIII. Lydgate’s Siege of Thebe^ re-edited from the MSS. by Prof. Dr. A. Erdmann Pt I The ’’ 

CIX. Partonope, re^dited from it. 8 MSS. by Dr. A. T. Bddtker. 15,. ’ Th " TeXt * 15 *' 1911 
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Work* preparing for the “ Early English Text Society ” 


EARLY ENGLISH TEXT SOCIETY TEXTS PREPARING. 

Besides the Texts named as at press on p. 12 of. the Early English Text Society’s last 
Announcements, the following Texts are also slowly preparing for the Society:— 

ORIGINAL SERIES. 

The Earliest English Prose Psalter, ed. Dr. K. D. Buelbring. Part 11. 

The Earliest English Verse P•alter, 3 texts, ed. Rev. R. Harvey, M. A. 

Anglo-Saxon Poems, from the Vercelli MS., re-edited by Prof. 1. Gollancx, M.A. 

Anglo-Saxon Glosses to Latiu Prayers and Hymns, edited by Dr. P. Holthausen. 

All tho Anglo-8axon Homilies and Lives of Saints not accessible in English editions, including those of the 
Vercelli MS. Ac., edited by Prof. Napier, M.A., Ph.D. 

The englisht Discipline Clerical is, Worcester Cathedral MS. 172, ed. Prof. W. H. Huline, Ph.D. 

The Statutes of Blaok Roger, Worcester Cathedral MS. 172, ed. Prof. W. H. Hu hue, Ph.D. 

The Anglo-Saxon Psalms; all the MSS. in Parallel Texts, ed. J>r. H. bevinaii and F. Haraley, B.A. 
Beowulf, a critical Text. Ac., edited by a Pupil of the late Prof. Zupitxa, Ph.D. 

Byrhtfsrth's Handboc, ed. by Prof. O. Heuipl. 

Early English Confessionals, ed. Dr. &. von Pleischhacker. 

The Seven Sagos, in the Northern Dialect, from a Cotton MS., edited by Dr. Squires. 

The Master of tho Gamt, a Book of Huntyngo for Hen. V. when Prince of Wales, ed. 0. A. licacock, B.A. 
Ailrod's Buie of Nuns, Ac., edited from the Vernon M8., by the Rev. Canon H. &. Brain ley, M.A. 

A Lapidary, from Lord Tollemache's MS., Ac., edited by Dr. R von Pleischhacker. 

Early English Deeds and Doe am on ts, from unique MSS., ed. Dr. Lorens Momlmch. 

Gilbert Bannstre's Poems, and other Boccocoio englishings, ed. by Prof. Dr. Max Fbrster. 

Laafrano's Oirurgie, sb. 1400 a.d., ed. Dr. R. von Pleischhacker, Part II. 

William of Nassington'sMirrorof Lift, from Jn. of Waldby, edited by J. A. Herbert, M.A. 

Early Canterbury Wills, edited by William Cowper, B.A., and J. Meadows Cowper. 

Alliterative Prophecies, edited from the MSS. by Prof. Brandi, Ph.D. 

Miscellaneous Alliterative Poems, edited from the M88. by Dr. L. Morsbach. 

Bird and Beast Poems, a collection from MSS., edited by Dr. K. D. Buelbring. 

Scire Mori, Ac., from the Lichfield M8. 16, ed. Mrs. L. Grindon, LL.A., and Mrs. R. Taylor. 

Nicholas Trivet's French Chronicle, from Sir A. A eland-Hood's unique MS., od. by P. W. Clarke, M.A. 

Early English Homilies in Hart. 2276, Ac., c. 1400, ed. J. Fried! Xml cr. 

ExtraoU from tho Registers of Boughtoo, ed. Hy. Littlehsles, Esq. 

Tho Diary of Prior Moors of Worcester, a.d. 1618-36, from the unique M8., ed. Henry Littlehsles, Esq. 

The Pore Caitif, edited from its MSS., by Mr. Peake. 

Trevisa's englisht Vegetius on the Art of War, MS. 30 Mogd. Coll. Oxf., od. L. C. Wharton, M.A. 

Poems attributed to Richard Maydenstono, from MS. Rnwl. A 339, edited by Dr. W. Houser. 

Knighthood and Battle, a verse-Vo-etins from s Pembroke Coll. MS., Ccmbr., ed. Dr. R. Dyboski. 

Othsn and Hector, 3 texts—2 from MSS., I from Wyer's print, edited by Hy. N. MscCracken, Ph.D. 

Minor Poems of the Vernon M8 Part 111. Introduction and Glossary by H. Hartley, M.A. 

Sir David Lyndesay'a Works. Part VI. and last. Edited by the Rev. Win. Bayne, M.A. (At /*>*•*. 

Prayers and Devotions, from tlie unique MS. Cotton Titus C. 19, ed. Hy. Litllelialea Esq. [ Copied. 


D4 


1IES. 


Bp. Fisher's English Works,Pt. II., with bis Life and Letters, ed. Rev. Ronald Bayne, B.A. [At Press. 

Sir Tristram, from the unique Auchinleck MS., edited by George F. Black. 

Do Guillevflle's Pilgrimage of the 8owU, edited by Mr. Hans Koestner. 

Vicarys Anatomic, 1648, from the unique MS. copy by George Jeans, edited by P. J. A Percy Fumivall. 
Vieary's Anatomic, 1648, ed. 1677, edited by P. J. A Percy Fumivall. Part II. [At Press. 

A Compilation of 8urgtryo, from H. de Mandevillo and Lanfrauk, a.d. 1392, ed. Dr. J. P. Payne. 

William Staunton's 8t Patrick s Purgatory, Ac., ed. Mr. G. P. Krapp, U.8.A. 

Trevisa's Bartholomwas de Proprietatibas Rerum, re-edited by Dr. R. von Pleischhacker. 

Bollein’s Dialogue against the Fewer Pestilence, 1564, 1673,1678. Ed. A. H. and M. Bullen. Part II. 

The Romance of Boctus and Sidrac, edited from the MSS. hy Dr. K. D. Buelbring. 

The Romanos of Clariodus, and Sir A m a d s e, re-edited from the MSS. by Dr. K. D. Buelbring. 

Sir Degrevant, edited from the MSS. by Dr. K. Luick. 

Robert of Brunne's Chronicle of England, from the Inner Temple M8., ed. by Prof. W. E. Mead, Ph. D. 
Maundeville's Voiagc and Travails, re-edited from the Cotton MS. Titus C. 16, Ac. (Aclifor wanted.) 
Avowynge of Arthur, re-edited from the unique Ireland M8. by Dr. K. D. Buelbring. 

Guy of Warwick, Copland's version, edited by a pupil of the late Prof. Zupitxa, Ph.D. 

Awdalay’s Poems, re-edited from the unique MS. Douce 302, by Prof. Dr. E. Will (Inn. 

Tho Wyse Chylde and other early Treatises on Education, Northwich School, Harl. 2099, Ac., ed. G. Collar, R4. 
Carton's Dictes and 8ayengis of Philosophirs, 1477, with Lord Tollemache's MS. version, ed. S. I. Butler, E*q 
Lydgate's Lyfe of oure Lady, ed. by Prof. Georg Fiedler, Ph.D. 

Lydgate’s Life of St. Edmund, edited from the MSS. by Dr. Axel Erdmann. 

Richard Coer dc Lion, re-edited from Harl. M8. 4690, by Prof. Huusknecht, Pb. D. 

The Romance of Athelstan, re-edited by a pupil of the late Prof. J. Zupitxa, Pli.D. 
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EXTRA SERIES {continued). 

The Romanes of Sir Degnre, ro-otlitod by Dr. Breul. 

Tho Ooopol of Hiohodemus, edited by Ernest Riedel. 

Muloastor’s Positions 1581, and ElemenUrie 1582, ed. Dr. Th. Klaehr, Dresden. 

Walton’s verse Boethius do Consolation*, edited by Dr. H. C. Schdmmer. 

Sir Landeval and 8ir Laonfal, edited by Dr. Zimraermaim. 

Holland's Seven Safes, the Scottish version of 1580, edited by George F. Black. 

Burgh's Cato, re-edited from all the MSS. by Prof. Dr. Max Fdrster. 

Wynkyn do Worde's English and French Phrase-book, etc., edited by Hermann Oelsner, Ph.U. • 
Extracts from the Rochester Diocesan Registers, ed. Hv. Littlehales, Esq. 

Tho Coventry Flays, re-edited from the nniqne M8. by Dr. Msttliews. 

Walter Hylton’s Ladder of Perfection, re-edited from the MSS. by Miss K. B. Locock. 


Among the MSS. and old books which need copying or re-editing, are 

ORIGINAL SERIES. 


Early Lincoln Wills and Documents from the Bishops’ 
Registers* Re. 

English Inventories and other MSS. In Canterbury 
Cathedra) (5th Report, Hist. M8S. Com.). 
Maometric, from Lord Tollemac)ie*s MS. 

The Romance of Troy. Harl. 525, Addit. Br. Mus. 
Biblical IS., Corpus Cam hr. 494 (ab. 1976). 

Hampolc’s unprinted Works. 

^e Clowde of Unknewyng, from Harl. MSS. 2978, 259. 

Blhl. Reg. 17 C 26, Ac. Univ. Coll. Oaf. 14. 

▲ Lantern# of Li31. from Harl. MS. 2924. 

Boolo-hele, from the Vernon MS. 

Boethius de Consol.; Pilgrim, 1426, 6c. Ac. 

Early Treatises on Music -. Descant, the Oarnrnc. At. 
Skelton's cnglishing of Diodorus Sioulus. 

Boethius, in prose, M8. A net. F. 3. 5, Bodloy. 
Penitential Psalms, by Rd. Maydenstoon, Brampton, 
Ac. (Rawlinson, A. 389. Douco 232, Ac.). 

Docnments from tho early Registers ef the Bishops of 
all Dioceses is Great Britain. 

Ordinances and Documents of tho City of Worcester. 

T. Breus's Passion of Christ, 1422. Harl. 2338. 

Jn. Crop hill or Crophlira Tracts, fieri. 1735. 

Memorial# Credcaoium, Ac., Hurl. 2898. 

Early Rngliah Verso Lives of Saints, Standard Collec¬ 
tion* from the Harl. MS. 

EXTRA 

Erie of Toloua. Ypotia. 

Sir Kg laments. Alexander. 

Orfee (Digby, 86). 

Dialogues between the Soul and Body. 

Barlaam and Joaapbai 
Amis and Amiloun. 

Sir Ocnerides, from Lord Tollemnche’s MS. 

Tho Troy-Book fragmonu once cnld Har'nour’s, in the 
Cambr. Univ. Library and Douce MRS. 

Poems of Charles, Duke of Orleans. 

Carols and Songa. 

Songs and Ballads. A ft hum)* MS. 48. 


Early Harwich Wills. 

Bock for Reduces, Harl. 2372. 

Lollard Theologies) Treatises. Harl. 2843, 2330, Ac. . 
H. 8elby'a Northern Ethieal Tract, Harl. 2386, art. 2«. 
Supplementary Early English Lives of Saints. 

Select Proa# Treatises from the Vernon MS. 

Lyrical Poems from the Fairfax M8. 16, Ae. 

Proto Life of 8t. Audry, a.d. 1505, Corp. Oxf. 120. 
English Miscellanies from M88., Corp. Oxford. 
Miscellanies from Oxford College M88. 

Disco Mori. Jesus Coll. Oxf. 39; Bodl. l<aud 99. 
Mirrour of tho blessed lijf ef Ihosn Crist. M88. of 
8ir Hy. Ingilby, Bart., Lord Aldeuham, Univ. Coll. 
Oxf. 123, Ac. 

Poem on Virtues and Vices, Ac., Harl. 2260. 
Maundovyle'e Legend of Gvydo, Queen’s, Oxf. 383. 
Book of Warrant* of Edw. VX, Ac., Now Coll. Oxf. 328. 
Adam Loutfut'a Heraldic Tracts, Harl. 6149-50. 

Rules for Gunpowder and Ordnance, Harl. 6355. 

John Watton's ongliaht Bpcculum Christian!, Corpus* 
Oxf. 155. Land G.12, Thoreshy 530, Harl. 2250, art. 20. 
Verso and Proa# in Hail. MS. 4012. 

Nicholas of Hereford's English Bible. 

Tho Prickyngo of Love, Harl. 2254, Vernon, Ac. 

Koto Early English Wills from tho Probate Registry 
at Somerset House. 

SERIES. 

Tho Sitgo of Rouen, from Hurl. 3188. 2256. 753, Eger- 
ton 1995, Bod). 3562, E. Musoo 124, Ac. 

OotaviaiL 
Li beaus Deseonua. 

Twain and Oawain. Sir I sum bras. 

Pilgrimage to Jerusalem, Queen s Coll. Oxf. 357. 

Other Pilgrimages to Jerusalem, Harl. 2333, Ac. 

Horn. Penitential Psalms, Ac., Queen’s Coll. Oxf. 207. 
St Brandan's Confession, Queen's Coll. Oxf. 210. 
Seoteh Heraldry Traeu. copy of Caxton’s Book of 
Chivalry, Ac., Queen's Coll. Oxfonl 161. 

Stevyn Serope's Doc try ne and Wysedome of the 
Auneyent Philosophers, a.d. 1450, Harl. 2268. 


Ihe Subscription to the Society, which constitutes membership, is £1 Is. a year for the Okioinal 

SB -5 1 k S ’ £l for ExTUA Sihibs. due in advance on the let of January, and should be 
Mid by Cheque, Postal Order, or Money-Order, crost ‘ Union of London and Smith’s Bank,’ to the 
Hon. Sectary W. A. Dalzibl Esq.. 67, Victoria Road, Finsbury Park. London, N. Member! 
who want their Texts posted to them must add to their prepaid Subscriptions Is. for the OnS 
Series, and 1*. for the Extra Senes, yearly. The Society’s Texts are also sold separated at 
the pnees put after them in the Lists ; but Members can get back-Texts at one-third leas than the 
List-pnces by sending the cash for them in advance to the Hon. Secretary. 

BehmlSaMe^OTShi 011 * ^ ** P-d ’ “ d **“ S 00 ' 8 ^’* Texta deliverd, through Asher Sc C a, 17, 
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ORIGINAL SERIES. 

Tite Publications fur 1909 (one guinea) toere :— 

1317. Twelfth-Century Homilies in M8. Bailey 343. edited by Prof. A. O. Belfour. M.A. Pert I, the Text. ] 
133. The Got entry Loot Book, edited from tiie unique MS. by Mies M. Dormer Harris. Part Ilf. 15s. 

The Publications for 1910 (one guinea) were :— 

139. John Arderne's Treatises on Pie tale in Ano, Ac., ed. by D’Arcy Power, M.D. lie. 

139 6, c, d, e, Extra Issue. The Pier* Plowmen Controversy: 6. Hr. Jussemnd's 1st Reply U Prof. Ken 
e. Prof. Mealy's Answer to Dr. Joeserend; d. Dr. Juastrand's tad Beply to Prof. Mealy; c. Mr. B. 
Chambers's Artiole. 10c. 

140. John Oapgrave’s Lives of St Augustine end 8t Gilbert of Sempringhmm, a.d. 1451, ed. by J. J. Munro. 1 

The Publications for 1911 (one guinea) are :— 

141. Saith upon Barth, ell the known texts, ed., with an Introduction, by Miss Hilda Murray, M.A. 10*. 
143. The English Register of Godstow Nunnery, edited by the Rev. Dr. Andrew Clerk. Pert 111. 10*. 

143. The Were of Alexander the Great, Thornton MS., ed. J. 8.Westlake, M.A. [At Press.] 10*. 

The Publications for 1912 will be chosen from :— 

The Brut, or The Chroaieles of England, edited from the best MSS. by Dr. P. Brie. Tart Ilf. Notes, Ac. 
The English Register of Oseaey Abbey, by Oxford, ed. by the ltev. Dr. Andrew Clsrk. Pert If. [At Pres*. 
An Alphabet of Tales, in Northern English, from the latin, ed. Mrs. M. M. Banks. Pert Ilf. 

Twenty-six Political end other Poems from Digby MS. 103, Ac., edited by Dr. J. Kell. Pert If 
The Lend Troy-Book, edited from the unique MS. Laud M)5, by Dr. J. Brust Wtilling. Pert III. 

The Old-Saglish Rule of Bp. Chrodogeng, and the Ca pi tula of Bp. Thoodulf, od Prof. Napier, Ph. D. [At Pre 
Robert of Branne's Headlyng Synne (1303), end ite French original. Pert 111. 

The Alliterative 8iege of Jerusalem, edited by Prof. K. Kolbtug, Pli.D., end Prof. Keluse, Ph.D. [At Pret 
Alain Chertier*s Ruedrildgue, engllsht, edited from the unique MS. by Prof. J. \V. H. Atkins, M.A. 

Jaeeb's Well, edited from the unique Salisbury Cathedral MS. by Dr. A. Ilnindeis. Part If. 

▼ices and Virtues, from the unique MS., ah. 1200 a.n., ed. Prof. Dr. P. Ifnlthaiisen, Part II. {At Press . 

Th# Exeter Book (Anglo-Saxon Poema), ro-ed. from the unique M8., by Piof. Gollancx, Litt.D. Part If. [A Pr 
North-English Metrical Homilies, from Ashmole MS. 42 Ac., el. G. H. Gerould, D.Litt. 

Vegetius on the Art of War, edited from the MSS. by I*. C. Wharton. M.A. 

Shirley's Book of Gods Manors, edited from the unique MS. by Hermanii Oelstier, Ph.D. 

Verso and Prose from the Harl. MS. 2253, re-ed. by Miss Hilda Murray, M. A., of the Royal Hollows? C«*ll# 
The Merthern Passion, four parallel texts snd the Prench original, edited from the MSS. by Frances A. Fos 


The Publications for 1909 (one guinea) were :— 

CIV. The Hon-Oycle Mystery Plays, re-edited by O. Waterhouse, M.A. 15*. 

CV. The Tale of Beryn, as re-edited* by the late Dr. F. J. Furntvall and the late W. O. Stone for tho Chau 
Soc. 13c. 

The Publications for 1910 (one guinea) were :— 

CVI. Lydgate's Troy Book, edltrd from the l>e*t MSS. by Dr, Hy. Bergen. Part III. 15c. 

CVII. Lydgate's Minor Poems, edited by Dr. H. N. MscCrmcken. Part I, Religious Poems. 15*. 

The Publications for 1911 (one guinea) are: — 

CVIII. Lydgate's 8isgo of Thebes, re-edited from the M8S. by Prof. l>r. A. Krdmann. Part I, The Text. 
CIX. Partonops, re-edited from its 3 MSS. by Dr. A. T. Bddtker. The Texts. 15c 

The Publications for 1912 will be chosen from :— 

Lydgate's Troy Book, ed. by Dr. Hy. Bergen. Part IV, Introduction, Nolen, Ac. 

Lydgate's Minor Poems, ed. Dr. 11. K. MscCrmcken. Part II, 8 so alar Poema 

Lovelioh's Romanos of Merlin, edited from the unique MS. by Prof. Dr. K. A. Kock. Part II. [At Pre*s. 
De Medioina, a 12Mi-century Englishing, re-edited by Prof. Joseph DelcourL [At /•»«#*. 

Lydgate's Danes of Death, edited from the MSS. by Miss Florence Warren. 

Lydgate's Siege of Thebes, rc-edited from the MSS. by Prof. Dr. A. Erdmann. Part II, Notes, Ac. 

The Owl and Nightingale, i Te&ta parallel, ed. G. F. II. Syke*. Esq. [At Prc**. 

The Oourt of Sspieoce. once thought Lvdgate's, edited by Dr. Jaeger. 

Mirk's Fostial, edited from the best MSS. by Dr. Krbe. Part II. 

William of 8horoham'a Poems, re-edited by Dr. M. Konrath. Part II. 

Winner and Waster, Ac., two Alliterative Poems, re-edited by Prof. I. Gollancx, Litt.D. 

Mslosine. the prose lintiiaiire, from the unique MS., ah. 1500. ed. A. K. Donald. B.A. Pnrt II. [At Press . 
Sesr c ta Sscrstorum : three prose Engl tailings, ab. 1440. ed. R. Steele, B.A. Part IT. Ml Prccc. 

The Graft of Nombrynge, the earliest English Treatise on Arithmetic, ed. R. Steele, B.A. 

The Book of tho Foundation of St. Bartholomew's Hospital. London. MS. ah. 1425. ed. Dr. Normau Moore. ( 
Gaston's Mirror of tho World, with 27 Woodcuts, edited by O. H. Prior, M.A. 

The Chester Plays, Part II., re-edited hy Dr. Matthews. [At Press. 

Lichfield Gilds, ed. Dr. F. J. Ftimivall: Introduction by Prof. K. C. K. Gotiuer. [Text done. 

John Hart's Orthographic, from his unique MS. 1551, and his black-letter text, 1569, sd. Prof. Otto Jespersen, Ph 
John Hart's Method# to teach Roading, 157U, ed. Prof. Otto Jespersen. Ph.D. 

The Three Kings' Sons, Part II, French collation. Introduction, Ac., hr Dr. L. Kellner. 

Th# Aneren Riwle, edited from its five MSS., by the late Prof. E. Kdlbing, Ph.D., and Dr. Thtimmler. 
Lovelioh's History of the Holy Grail. Part VI. 

Ths Awnturs of Arthur, 2 Texts from the 3 MSS., edited hv Wilhelm Wolff. 

O ax ton's Book of the Order of Ghyualry, edited by Miss Alice H. Davies. 

Early English Fabliaux, edited by Prof. George H. Me Knight, Ph.D. 


LONDON: KEGAN PAUL, TRENCH, TRUBNER & CO., Ltd., 
and HENRY FROWDE, OXFORD UNIV. PRESS, Amen Corner, E.C 

BERLIN: ASHER & CO., 17, BEHRENSTRASSE. 
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